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To: SAC's WFO (44-708) - Enc. (2)
Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-88861)

MUREIN

Re WFO airtel 5/28/68, submitting two U, 8. Postal
Money Urders, Q352 and Q358,

No latent impressions of value developed on the two money
orders, which are enclosed to WFO. '

Laboratory reporting separate.

1 - Newark (44-854)
1 - Los Angeles (44-1574)
1 - Atlanta (44-2386)
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SAC's, 5t. Louls (44-775)
Memphis (44-1987)

Director, ¥HI (44-38861)

Re St. Louis airtel 5-20-68, submitting eleven
lifts and other items from 1968 Dodge Dart recovered at Lambert-
St. Louis Municipal Airport.

Three latent fingerprints of value were found on
two of the lifts, one fingerprint on lift #6 and two fingerprints on

lift #11. No other latent impressions of value found or developed.

These three latent fingerprints are not identical
with the fingerprints of James Earl Ray, FEI #405042G. These
latent fingerprints were compared, insofar as possible, with
latent fingerprints previously reported in this case, but no iden-
tification effected.

Specimens being returned to St. Louis under sep-
arate cover.

1~ Atlanta (44-2388)
1 - Chicage
{ ~ Kangas City

4 : . 14 YA
- ot. LOULS \..l\i"'v‘—‘ld‘lbl
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SY 44-561
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On 4-20-68, GEORGE PARSONS, 2826 College Street,
Quincys Illinois, was interviewed and furnished the following
information: )

PARSONS advised that he is a supervisor for the

*Jllinois Youth Commission and has had numerous contacts
with the family of LUCILE RYAN. He stated that this
family is also known by the name RAY. PARSONS advised
that around 1955 and 1966 he had

, MELBA MARIE RYAN, nd that he had
always been close to MELBA MARIE RYAN, He stated that
this individual || GGG ¢ th2t nothing
says can be relied upon.

PARSONS advised that he does not have any exact
dates concerning anything in the family but that he knows
the family is supposed to have moved to Quincy, Illinois,
sometime during the 1940s and that the entire family lived
at 214 String Street, Quincy, Illinois, during the 1940s
until approximately 1955. He stated that this area at

_ that time was an area infested with houses of prostitution
" and a very rough neighborhood and a very poor.neighborhood,
PARSONS stated that the entire family had been very close
to each other and that he felt that members of the family
would certainly harbor JAMES EARL RAY, He stated this
would be particularly true of:JERRY RYAN and JACK or JOHN
RYAN. He felt -that these two Would harbor JAMES EARL RAY
if they though it would be to JAMES EARL RAY's advantage.

. He furnished the following names for members of.
the family:

Father JAMES, JIM or JERRY RAY
Mother LUCILE RAY or LUCILE RYAN
Son JAMES EARL RAY

Son : JERRY RAY

Son : - * JACK RAY

Son - FRANKLIN DELEANOR RAY
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ST 44-561

Daughter
Daughter
Daughter _ . USAN RAY

" He advised that this was all of the members of the
family with whom he was acquainted and he felt this included
" the entire family.,
He stated that when the family moved from Quincy,
Illinois, in approximately 1965, the mother, LUCILE RYAN,
moved to Alton, Illinois; however, during this period of
time in approximately 1952, the father had run off with
some woman and had gone to St, Louis, Missouri, to live,

After the father left, the entire family became
practically wards of the court in charity cases and that
Catholic charities had furnished most of the subsistence
and supervision of the children,

He advised that several of the younger_children
of the family, including FRANKLIN DELE R

AN RAY and MELBA MARIE RAY, had
in Alton, Illinois.

He advised that during the period of time that -
MELBA MARIE RAY ithat she seemed to think a
lot of JACK RAY and JERRY RAY; however, she never spoke
. favorably of JAMES EARL RAY or JIMMY RAY and often stated
‘that she had no feeling for:JIMMY as he was bad. ' He stated’
- that he did not know the reason-for this feeling; however,
that JAMES EARL RAY had never to his knowledge contacted
MELBA MARIE for any reason.

PARSONS advised that when JACK RAY had served a
" period of time in prison, he had gone to Mt. Prospect,
Illinois, in the Chicago. area, to work at a golf course
and he had also obtained JERRY RAY a job at that golf course,
PARSONS advised that this was several years before and he
Ygs not sure if this would be in the late 1950s or the early
60s. '

e o~
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PARSOYS advised that LUCILL RYAN had worhed 28 a
J1llinois

PARSONS advised that he had never heard of JAUES
EARL RAY working any where and from his knowledge of JAME
EARLI: RAY and that family, he did not know of any racial
hatred or dislike of Negroes by the family, He stated,
however, that he did hear JERRY RAY mention one time after
being in St, Charles Reformatory, St, Charles, Illinois,
in approximately 1952 or 1953 that he had had considerable
trouble with Negroes at St. Charles, He stated that he
had found this to be so with most white prisoners who
had been in a penitentiary with Negroes and that sometimes
there seems to develop some type of rn01a1 difficulty at
prisons.

PARSONS advise hat a e present time, MELBA
MARIE RYAN is living on . He stated
that she had been arrested in Qulncy on several occasions
for breaking out window lights with a cross and claimed
that God had told her to do this. He advised that MELBA
MARIE will make a cross out of a large two by four and
smash window lights on occasions, He stated he did not
know of any violence on any other member of the family,

PARSONS advised, that he had not had any ‘recent
contact during the last four years with any member of the
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: On April 22, 1968, Circuit Judge RICHARD SCHOLZ,
Quincy, Illinois, made available the dependency files
concerning the LUCILE RYAN family in Quincy, Illinois.

The file contained the following information:

On March 9, 1955, five members of the family became
. wards of Adams County Circuit Court, Quincy, Illinois,

The file showed the following to be the complete list

of the members of the family:

Father '"GERALD RYAN

Mother LUCILE MAHER RYAN

Son JAMES, age 26, whereabout not
known

Daughter - MARJORIE, died at age 2

Son ) JOHN, age 24, Pontiac Prison

Son JERRY,age 20, Parolee from Pontiac

Daughter MEIBA., age 16

Daughter

Son

Daughter

SUZAN
and

4

The file showed thﬁt MELBA MARIE RYAN was
born at Macomb, Illinois, and‘'was [ GEORGE

PARSONS, Supervisor, Illinois Youth Commission, who
had IS =151 on S and was
. & Mrs, TURNER FOLEY, 332 North 24th Street, Quincy, Illinois,
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*on 879755 xeLea MArIE rRyAn [NNENEGINGNGNGEEEEE

, Jacksonville, Illinois,

SEORGE PARSONS and [N
Judge SCHOLZ advised
that apparently at that time HCLBA MARIE RYAN had
attenpted to set fire to the PARSONS' home. He stated
.- that this had been kept quiet by PARSONS and was not.
known gcnerally

3/20/5%

The file showed that on 9/10/56

Judge SCHOLZ advised that this was duc to
LUCILE RYAN

i - I

On 10/24/5 FRANKLIN RYAN and SUSAN
RYAN was Springfield,
Illinois.
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on 11/2¢/57 [N

On 8/21/58 a court order
"MELBA MARIE RYA_ RYAN, FRANKLIN D. RYAN and
*SU AN _RYAN and to the N

A notation was contained in the file that on
7/57 LUCILE RYAN moved to St. Louis, Missouri, and was

.residing at 1135 South Tenth Street, Apartment 8,

St. Louis, Missouri.

At that time the father of the RYAN children,
GERALD RYAN or GERALD RAY, was residing at 4149 West
Pine Street, St. Louis, Missouri.

The file contained ihformation that _

On 6/30/60 a letter was addressed to the Court
from Mrs. JENNY RAYNES from St. Louis, Missouri.

Judge SCHOLZ advised that apparently this would
be a woman living with the father of the RYAN children.

On 128/60 JERRY RAYNES was shown residing at
1727 South Eleventh Strect, St. Louis, lissouri; his
DOB was shown as , and employed by J & R
Auto Sales, St. Louis, Missouri., At that time he was °

- 1living with daughter, _ RYAN, DOB who was
-employed by the Kresge ‘Company in the St. Louis area.

At this time JERRY RAYNES gave JACK RANDOLPH,
5901 South Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri, as a reference.
The file showed that JACKX RANDOLPH was the owner of
J & R Auto Sales and that RAYNES was employed as a car
salesman on a used car lot for RANDOLPH.

‘The file showed tUt I - kLIN D. RYAN
was ‘given to his father JERRY RAYNES, 1727 South Eleventh
Street, St. Louis, Missouri, on 3/30/60.

Judge SCHOLZ advised that FRANKLIN D. RYAN had
died in approximately 1962 or 1963 when an automobile in
which he was riding drove into -the Mississippi River in
West Qulncy, Missouri. He advised that any records
concerning the death of FRANKLIN D. RYAN would be in Missouri.

- 35

-
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Judge SCHOLZ advised that FRANKLIN D. RYAN was also known
as BUZZY RYAN and that possibly some people would not know
tihe true name of FRANKLIN D. RYAN,

4 howed that FRANKLIN D. RYAN was first
on 9/8/52 and at that time was residing
at 214 1/2 Spring Strect.

1 in the FRAMNKLIN D. RYAN section of the
was a letter cdated 3/29/59 from LUCILE
RYAN, his mother, who at that tine was residing at
" 1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis, Missouri. 1In the letter
she stated that "JIMIY is going to Chicago" The letter
indicated that at that time JIM!NY was residing with LUCILE
RYAN at 1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis, iMissouri.

The file contalned information showing that
before 9/24/59 Mrs. LUCILE BERNES, aka LUCILE RAY and
LUCILE RYAN resided 1209 East Fourth Street, Alton, Illinois,
and that she had moved from that address to 1913 Hickory
Street, St. Louis.

A notation was contained in the file that one
8/20/59 LUCILE.RYAN's son, JAMES EARL RAY, and an
accomplice JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN were arrested for an armed
robbery of a supermarket in Alton, Illinois, and that this
matter was pending in Circuit Court, MMadison County,
Illinois.

The file contained a section concerning JERRY .
_RYAN, DOB He was on 3/10/50
.and was [}
, St. Charles,

. 1
t
t

At that time hls father was GERALD RYAN, 214 Spring
Street, Quincy, Illinois, ano mother,LUCILE RYAN, at same
address.

tests given JERRY W. RYAN at that
time showed he functioned between a || EENNEEGEGgoEN

file showed that SUZAN RYAN, aka SUSANNE RYAN,
DOB had been until

4/15/65 when she was - of the
court.
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HAZEL BAMILTON,
Quincy, Illinois,had been SUZAN RYAN's since

3/54.

' ile showed SUZAN RYAN resided at _
, Alton, Illinois, from 3/8/54 until
The file showed that the RYAN children had an

uncle, WILLIAM E. MAHER, who resided 1118 East Seventh
Street, Alton, Illinois. ,

Also, the file included that an aunt, Mrs. SADIE
FITZ2SIMMONS, address unknown, visited SUZAN RYAN while
under supervision.

On 9/2/59 SUZAN RYAN had apparently run away
from and

was located in Alton, Illinois, with a Mrs. MARY MAHER.

On 8/31/59 SUZAN RYAN was located with her mother,
" 1209 East Fourth Street, Alton, Illinois, where the mother
lived under the name of BERNES. Apparently at one time the
mother had resided at a home in St. Louis that was condemned
at which time she had moved to Alton, date of the move or
other information not shown.

The file contained information that JAMES RYAN
resided at 1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis, Missouri, or
1727 South Eleventh Street, St. Louis, Missouri, where he
lived with RYAN. The file did not dindicate whether
this was the father or son, JAMES RYAN.

The file contalned a letter dated 3/30/60 that

JACK was going to Chicago ‘and-that he had been held
"for those licenses". N

The file showed that MELBA RYAN, [} ryav,
and FRANKLIN RYAN were born in St. Louis County, Missouri,

and suzay and [
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: 722768 nazenL naxinron, ||
' , 510 Jersey Street, Quincy, Illinois,
was interviewed and furnished the following information.

She advised that sometime around 1948 the
RYAN family or the RAY family of which EARL RAY, FBI
£306443A, is a member, moved to Quincy, Illinois.

HAZEL HAMILTON advised that the RAY family
moved to Quincy, Illinois, from Des Moines, Iowa, and
that the family had moved to Des lloines from Ewing,
Missouri. She advised that the family apparently changed
nanes whenever it suited them and she knew that the family
had used names including -RAY, RYAN, BERNES, RAYNS, and
RAYNES.

She advised that the mother and father of JAMES
EARL RAY and the other children were absolutely no good
and that when this family first moved to Quincy, Illinois,
some member of the family was working at the Hotel Lincoln
Douglas. .

] She advised that five of the chlldren, MELBA
. MARIE RYAN : and

She advised that she had had very little contact
with the three older brothers, JAMES EARL RAY, JERRY RAY or
JERRY RYAN, and JOIN RAY or JACK RYAN. She stated that the
youndest daughter, SUZAN RYAN, graauatec from uotrc Dame
Eigh School, Qulncy, I111n01s, in aoprowlmateli 1965, after
wihich she moved to Chicago, Illinois, and the last known
address she had for SUZIE was Apartmgnt 809, 117 North
Mearhnrn. Chicaqgo, where she lived with a JANET VAIR.
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