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these establishments were chelC'ked thoroughly under the 
name of RAY and his other aliases during any period he 
was known to have been in the Birmingham area, but no 
such record of residence could be located. Exhibition 
of his photograph was extended to include all employees 
on all three shifts of each hotel and motel. No 
employees could make any identification. 
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Bus Stations 
=-- -·---=-------··-------,--.-~ 

All employees on each shift at the terminals 
of bus lines serving Birmingham were again contacted on 
April 25 and 26 9 1968 9 by SAs ROBERT M. BARRE'l''T 9 WILl,IAM 
A. SAUCIER, NEIL Po MARTIN, and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN 9 and 
identification orders pertaining to RAY were supplied 
to the employees without effecting an identification. 

R:ailroads .. .. 

After issuance of the identification order for 
the arrest of subject RAY 1 employees of the city ticket 
offices and the respective terminals of railroads serving 
the city of Birmingham were contacted by SAs ROBERT M. 
BARRETT, WILLIAM A. SAUCIER 9 NEIL P. MARTIN, and RICHARD 
D. SCHWEIN, and copies of the identification orders 
furnished to said employees. No one recalled having seen 
RAY in the capacity of a passenger on any railway line. 
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Airlines 

Alt houg:t> all city off ices and Municipal Airport 
stations of reach airline :s®rving Birmingham had been 
previously contacted regarding subject then known as GALT 9 

they were again canvassed on April 25~ 1968 9 by SA~ ROBERT 
M,. BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER and identification orders 
issued for RAY were exhibited and left with personnel of 
each city office and airport station of each airl~ne. No 
identification was effected. 

Car Rental Agencies 

On April 25 9 1968, all automobile rental 
agencies in Birmingham were recontacted by SAs ROBERT M. 
BARRETT1 WILLIAM Ao SAUCHrn 9 NEIL P. MARTIN. and RICHARD 
D. SCHWEIN9 after the establishment of RAY being the 
subject in this matter» their records checked and 
identification orders supplied to each shift of such 
rental agencies. This resulted negatively as to any 
identification of RAY U!tilizing such a method of trans= 
portation during the pertinent period. 
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Luggage Storage 

The following investigation was c~nducted by 
SAs NEIL P. MARTIN and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN on May 1 9 1968; 

Through the cooperation of the managers of the 
luggage storage departments of the bus stations, railway 
stations, shopping centers, and the Birmingham Municipal 
Airport 9 all luggage which had been allowed to remain 
over the prescribed period of storage was examined. No 
item which could be attributed to RAY was noted. 

Laundries and Dry-Cleaning Establishments 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT 9 WILLIAM A. SAUCIER, NEIL P. MARTIN 9 

and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN: 

Since it had been det~rmined from investigation 
that the subject previously known as GALT frequently 
utilized branch offices of laundries and dry-cleaning 
establishments, usually on a weekly basis, all main 
offices and the 261 branch offices in residential neigh­
borhoods were recontacted after issuance of the identifi­
cation order for RAY. No employees other than~ been 
previously reported could identify RAY as being a patron 
of their establishment. Identification orders were left 
with each proprietor. 
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Parolee:s from Missou:r :i State Penitent iar.x, 

Mr. JOHN McINTOSH 9 Chief Deputy 9 U. So Prob~tion 
Officer 9 was contacted by SA HENRY Ao SNOW to detierm.:iine 
whether their files contained records of any parolees 
from the Missouri State Penitentiary residing in the 
Northern District it))f Alabama 9 who may have be~n conf in@d 
in the Missouri institution during the rs:ame peri«H~ of 
conf in~ment of RA'f. Based on available recoirds 9 'M:.ir. 
McINTOSH was unable to identify any such state parol~ei:s 
who might be under federal supervision at this time. 

Mr. WARREN GASTON 9 Alabama State P:arole and 
Probation Officer, Room 411, Jefferson County Court House9 
was contacted for the same purpose and suggesteid that Mr. 
L.B. STEPHENSj Parole Executive 9 Alabama State Offi~e 
Building, Montgomery, Alabama 9 would have :a ready referenc~ 
of all Missouri Stats Penitentiary parolees presently 
under state supervision in Alabama. He stated that Mr. 
STEPHENS keeps t hesei recc©rd:s under an interstate corn1p:act 
with the various states. Appropriate communication wa~ 
dispatched to the Mobile Office for contact with Mro 
STEPHENS. 
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In a <t'Ol!!'mnunicat ion dated M~,y 6v 1968 9 the 
Bureau pointed ,a,~l"iL that it may have be€ln possible for 
subject RAY while f lE!l® i1'1lg on the day after the murd~r 
from Memphis 9 Tennes:s:~e 9 to his next known location in 
Atlanta 9 Georgia 9 to have visited a bank and g:aiJned 
access to a safe deposit box previously rented. ''lJ'he 
pertin~nt date was considered to be April 5, 1968. 

Through the <C'O()peration of the folJlowing b:ank 
officials ®xteinded to SA HENRY A. SNOW during the p~itiod 
May 8=169 1968, they caused records of th~ .24,380 
safe deposit boxes to be checked for the pertin@irnt d:ate 
of entry 9 April 5 1 1968~ 

Mr. CHARLES T. SMITH 9 Auditor, and 
Mrs. CA'THER INE A. REEDY, Manager of 
Safe Deposit Department, Birmingham 
Trust National Bank, Main Off ice~ 
and its 17 branch off .ices 

M'.r. CLAUDE LOVELESS 9 Comptroller 9 

First National B:ai.nk of Birmingham9 
and 1.ts 25 br~irnich offices 

Mr. ROBERT F. CRADDOCK9 Auditor 9 

Exchange Se~urity Ban~ and its 12 
branch off ices 

Mr. GEORGE MURPHREE:, Presideint, City 
National Bank of Birmingham, and its 
four branch offices 

Mr. 1''LOYD L. JONES 9 Wice President 9 

Central Bank and Trust Company, and 
its five branch offices 
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'fr0 J. M INGRAM9 C.-shier, 
Am'ric2n National Bnk 

Identif1atin orders were exhibited and 
delivered to the manager of each of the safe deposit 
departments of each of the banks without any recgnition 
of RAY as having been a past customer or as hving 
access to any safe deposit box on the dte April 59 

1968. Each of the bank officials, after having caused 
a check to be made of their entry cards for the ptrtinent 

advised that no customer who might conceiv;:bly be 
identical with RAY entred a box on that date. 
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After rP~eipt of information to th~ effe~t thst 
among recovered effects abandoned by eubj~~t, there ~en 
a li!.tlen laurndry llID1ark~ 20l=•R=3 9 th~:ire<H1! 9 gA llD !'. ri;ir 
on April 30 9 1968 9 determined from lau11J.d:r·:,?ac: 1~] Ure 
Birmingham illl"~~ that al th«)Ugh :sc»m(I) ut il i::t,rB:ti thee f ,,,u= 
Seal m~~hi1Ill@ 9 ia.oITTJe were located Wh(() iht?rV®' i1rn the' ,,;:Q 

identified linens in their laundries by t -·~a=J. 

WIRGilL ESCO9 Plaint Ma.nag,er 9 Mli.alyf iie ll<ll Clt•':;1,lrH:~ll"~ 9 

219 SolUlth 20th Str®etll advised that they lrutViMI in. t)I'~' r-»~'S't 
used the l!l'll~rk 20=R=; how®VE'lll" 9 he found this t{,; 'hr iili hH~ 
and pink stripe talfirl a ('.:loth !!llha:rk. 'Tllle:iref,rYrce 9 xt Jc=,: :riiot 
identical witlh the mark 20=R=3 which w~rn Jf'omnd <o,,rn tbt!' 
lineJJ'll~ iirn i:rmt:ant investig:atioiru. 

Used Cars Advertised 
==;a.:--==: -- ·- -

On the possibility thilit subject Rli:.'t,1 i,dio ti:1u.~ 
been known to have purchased a used vehicle in th~ past, 
may have again done so through the medium of clnsslfie~ 
advertisements in. the d:Jlllly pr@ssj> ill! 1t·t~v:t0 w nr id t 1Kin 
ad:s was maide by SAs RJrCHAJ!tD JD. SCHWEIN [!1)/1\0 NL H_ ~ • :1~,:tJi:11:'}r;r,, ~ 

which ads :app®ared ilf!J t tm 11 Birmilflghnm Post hf' 
(morning) gi.nd the uuB:1r1111inglb.:am Newrs 11 (ev~ni!1ligJ _h;1f .~ 

period whil~h was ~(1»'~hmed to be pertill'li®ll!t9 j olt"o t>~iJ''::''C '.2:1 c, 

April 2~ 1968. 

After ,such revieW:S9 tht"! o~n~1rs of '.;} r 1 ,c;; c1, C;JiJ]"r; 
who had pla~<f'!d 1adls W<i:Jre contacted :and Uur, 1,n1tH0;d to 
486 automob:ilies; the period duril11i1~ whfr,h t 1,e , i'e~,d 
own~rs were it'Ontacted by SA:s SCHWEIN i!ill'Hl! wc,;c;, f Ji"ni:,11 

May 7=17~ 1968. In each i1mstam::o®~ tiH:' :)urc!t nlf t tA'.! 

vehicle wa;S miti:sfactori.ly det@rm:hM~(/1 irmt tV, ," : 11mt l,c·d 
wi.th :subjei("t HAY. 
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Dulr' illllg t lhl® period rco1r®1re:~1 by th u :0;; re r tr ; 

constant liaison has been maint~ined with t daily 
press ill!nd tre l<e>'i!l'if81:i<Ol!'!l st~t io11u; in the iHrlrn.iliiTugt;,3,JiiJ1 '.lllr(l;':,it o 

These outlets &lill have publicized the pho*og ,.,!f;: f 
RAY effect i v~ly. rhe weekly ~vBirmi!1llgh~m ii<l)l1' Id 9 Ir, H It: 
bas extensive circularization among tbe Negro ~1t1~~n~ 
of Birmingham, has also given prominent ap~ce t~ h~ 
publication of :subject 9 s photographs and r11D:\W$ it:0 1t:.,~0 o 

In addition to the above, SA R0lt$E:H'J }:. ,IL 
through arr1ai'llgem.ents effected with Mir'. SA:tf IC. 'r 
Executive Se4::'r~tary, The Alabam~ Servk0 e St«tit icr:.t 
Association 9 1102 South 20th Street, 11Hnmi)Tiig/hsrn1'., cs::;,1:J.;3;f>d 

a full pagiei wr i te=up and ph.otogiraphs of R.tliY to l~ 
published on pag® 5 of the April is:sure of U-i,fil it!:'Il!Jg;©l:d1r,f" 

published by that association. This publication r~a~ 
all service stations in the State of Alabamso 

.8~:E:®d on widterspJr'ead C{Hr®:irag® th:r't,•i 1n 
media 9 et~. 9 l!l\Um®r~)Ul:S Jr'®ports have beein :f'i!}'CP.· 1 vr",; rhJi 1! tLf; 

the period ~oveir@id by tlhi:s r®port wh~:i'{:!ln r t •j 'l,' :,,:;,_ :i 1 ::i;V{'" 

reported individuals res~mbling RAY. Wit~out ~ cept!on 
e:aich <Of these instffij_,ri(;@§ rec-~ivedl im!llm,~di:hrh'l :'ttt.3J1dtJo!'i 
Agent:s of the Bini1Il.tliglh.:am Office all1\d ..,,Jlil t~,Jl~l• ,u_:,,s.~:;'½ 
resulted in the )l)J:tJSit i ve el imirnil!t iol!i\ of t ih® :J11; ·0,:>"'tf' t(r,,clJ 
illlldi vidua ls. Rsecords of these irmt,1tnc®:s: ~lf":£" it.n: 1 :n t :;:Ji i 1r,e0•d 

in a separat® F:iect ion of t b.e Birmingham fl 11 ,, ,, •11 t in:i "' 
matter, 
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Ch@ck of Motor Vehicles Stolen in Alilll.b~m~ 

By <Commwni<C'ation dated April 26 9 1968 9 th.® 
Bureau made available a list of motor vehi<tles stoliein in 
Alabama as ~ompiled from information retain~d at NCJC. 
The Mobile Office, under date of May 6 9 1968 9 tran.siornitt®d 
to the Birmingham Office a list of those '41'e>hirele~ :stol@n 
in the Birmingham territory during the pertin.ei@t pc~,lr'i«>tL 
At the present time the Birmingham Off ice i:s eng:Ji.. ;®d in 
~et®rmining whether subject RAY may have be~n re~~©~sible 
fbr the theft of one of these vehicleso 

In addition thereto 9 the Bi.rmingltuumi P©l.ll.crei 
Department, when previously contact<ed 9 ~dvis~cd that the 
Auto Theft Squad of that department will with(Q>ut ~X({;®ption 
compare any latent fingerprints on any vehicle stohm in 
the State of Georgia atnd re/Covered at Birmingh&.m. :Spe\l:":iral 
attention has been afforded by the Birmingham P10li.cei 
Department to any car reported stolen in Georgi~ 
immediately prior to or shortly illl.ft~r the date 9 April 6, 
1968. 

In addition to the above 9 each lnteirst:at® 
Transportation of Stolen Motor Vehicle {ITSMV) ~-~~ 9 
which had be®n pending in the Birmingham Office involving 
an unknown :subject either stealing a c~r :h1i thlt't Ri:rminghram 
territory and abandoning same in Atlanta territory or vice 
versa 1 has been rev iew<e:d and sp~c ial attent io:irn gi v~:n ti()) 
any witnesses to the itheft or recovery of suc>h v(())hicle. 
To date 9 no such wttl!lle:ss has identifieid RAY ~:e: b®ing :Bl. 

possible suspect in :any of those case~. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
HORACE H. WILLIS in an effort to identify the operator of 
an automobile di:Slr laying A la \Jama license tag 42-7866 at 
Chicago 9 Illinoi~, on April 19, 1968. 

In the late evening of April 19, 1968, GENE PANELL, 
Alabama St~te Trooper, Florence, Alabama, advised his office 
at Flo:rre:11t«:'e and Decatur, Alabama, had no record of the above 
lice~~~ plate, and stated the registration pertaining to 
thliSJ tag could be obtained from the Probate Judge's Office, 
Moulton, Alabama, on April 22, 1968. 

On April 22, 1968, records of the Probate Judge's 
Office, Moulton, Alabama, reflected the following informa­
tion ~elating to this license plate. It was issued to 
EDGAR F. BORDEN, Moulton, Alabama, for a 1966 Chevrolet 
Chevelle, VIN 1381'168(or A)l76978, on March 12, 1968. 

Mrs. JUANITA JACKSON issued the plate, and Mrs. 
JACKSON stated she did not recal1 what the person buying 
this tag look~d like. After viewing a photograph of JAMES 
EARL RAY, she stated she had no recollection of ever having 
seen an individual resembling RAY. 

C@miderable i)!l).vestigation was conducted April 22 
through April 2-4, 1968 9 in an unsuccessful effort to identify 
EDGAR F. BORDEN. 

On April 24p 1968, TOM PETTUS, County, Attorney, 
advised he handled~ divorce for EDGAR T. BORDEN from Cook 
County, Illi~ois, in 1957, and PETTUS' records showed that 
EDGAR T. BORDEN, wife WALCIE BORDEN, had a son named EDGAR 
FLOYD BORDEN. 

Mrs. WALCIE JOHNSON was located on Rural Route, 
Moulton, Alabama, and advised she had a son, EDGAR FLOYD 
BORDEN, who was in Alabama in March 1968 and purchased a 
license plate for his Chevrolet Chevelle automobile at that 
time. She said this son was now in the process of moving 
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from 2344 Sacramento, Chicago, Illinois, to 2324 Greenwood 
St~eet, San Angelo, Texas, in care of ERWIN BORDEN. She 
,dJescribe)d EOOAR FWfD BORDEN as follows: 

Ag<.e) 
Date of Birth 

Height 
I 

wrence County, Alabama 
5 9 5 11 or 6° 

Weight 132 
Hair Dark 
Eyes Brown 
Marital Status Married 
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qvLonely Heart" Type Organizations 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA'S ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: 

A review of the Birmingham telephone and city 
directories was made on May 14, 1968, for any "lonely 
heart" type organizations, with negative results. The 
only exceptions noted were the listings for Electra­
Date Corporation, and Computa-Date Corporation, H~mewood, 
Alabama, a Birmingham suburb. 

On May 14, 1968, BILLY SELLERS, President, 
Electra-Date Corporation, #9 N.W. 23rd Avenue, Birmingham, 
Alabama, checked his records through the use of a 
computer, for any record of JAMES EARL RAY, under his 
true name or known aliases, without affecting any ident­
ification. He did locate a record for one EVERETT s. 
RAY, P.O. Box 4231, Memphis, Tennessee, telephone 
276-1217. This RAY is a white male, age 44, 5'8", 136 
pounds, does not dance, does smoke, and is a welder. 

SELLERS said he would carefully scrutinize all 
subsequent applications, and should he receive any for 
anyone having the same description, likes, dislikes and 
preferences as does JAMES EARL RAY, SELLERS would 
immediately notify the FBI. 

On May 14, 1968, RICHARD SAUNDERS, owner of 
Computa-Date Corporation, Homewood, Alabama, advised his 
business is engaged in prbviding dates for both males 
and females, through an electronic computer system. He 
added he presently has 28 offices in the Southeastern 
section of the United States, which includes the states 
of Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, and Missis9ippt. 
He searched his records through the use of his computer, 
for any record of JAMES EARL RAY, under his true name 
or known aliases, with negative results. SAUNDERS said 
he would immediately notify the FBI should he receive 
any application from anyone resembling JAMES EARL RAY, 
in any manner, or which application would be of interest 
to the FBI. 
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