FD-203 (Rev. 1-25-80) \.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA’ _ N

Date ___ May 17, 1968

JAMES LOAMA OWENS, Rural Route Number 3, Sunrise
Lake, DeSoto, Missourl, (Jefferson County), telephone number -
JUstice 6-2044, who stated he is currently employed as an
automobile salesman by the Arnold Chevrolet Company, Crystal
City, Missouri, furaished the following information:

In 1959 OWENS, while on parole from the Illinois
State Penitentiary at Menard, Illinois, on a conviction for
robbery, was residing at the St, louis Rescue Mission located
at approximately 4200 Olive Street, St. Louis, Missouri,
which was a sort of "half-way" house where ex-convicts and
parolees resided. It was at that Mission in 1959 that OWENS
first met and became acquainted with JAMES EARI RAY, OWENS
recalls that "BLACKIE" AUSTIN, who was also on parole out of
Menard, was also residing at the same Mission in St, Louis
at that time and brought RAY around to the Mission as a friend
and it was as a result of this that OWENS became acquainted with
RAY. )

OWENS, as one of the conditions of his parcole, was
employed at that time at the St. Louis Rescue Mission, as a
barber,

After OWENS became acquainted with RAY, he learaned
that RAY's mother and grandmother were then operating a rooming
house on Hickory Street near Mississippi Avenue in St, Louis
and OWENS assumed that RAY was living with the mother and
grandmothey there, although he did not have specific information
in that regard. OWENS does recall on one or two occasions he
sccompanied RAY to the rooming house operated by the mother and -
grandmother,

OWENS has always liked RAY, characterizing him as
a quiet fellow, who never pried or bragged. He was a thinker -
and a reader, He read a wide variety of things and OWENS
does not recall that he had any special interest in any
particular subject or topic of reading materizl., RAY also
liked automobiles and liked guns, The type of guns which RAY
apparently liked and the only type of guns OWENS knew of him
to have were pistols and handguns, not rifles or shotguns,
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OWENS learned that RAY was an excellent shot and
that RAY sometimes went to secluded spots for target shooting.
OWENS once went with RAY somewhere in Jllinois for target
shooting, at which time RAY had with him two .38 caliber 2
pistols, OWENS shot with RAY on this occasion and observed
that RAY was extremely expert and could shoot at a can
and keep it bouncing by firing at it and hitting it repoatedly
before it stopped relling,

: In association with RAY imn 1959 OWENS learned that -

RAY was a moderate drinker, who did not drink beer and whose
favorite drink appeared to be Bourbon highballs, OWENS knows of
no particular tavern where RAY frequented but observed that

RAY usually drank at taverns in the vicinity of Sarah and

Olive Street in St, Louis, which was in the vicinity of the
Mission where OWENS usually saw RAY when the latter came by

the Mission, .

OWENS observed that RAY had no employment during
this time but was obviously a professionr]l ithief who
apparently pulled mainly robberies and occasionally some
burglaries,

OVWENS characterizes RAY a=s & “pistol man.,” RAY
was definitely a "loner,"

In conversations, OWENS learmned from RAY that RAY
had served a Federal sentence following a theft of money orders
with another man and it appeared from commeunts mads by RAY
that he mistrusted other people and would not go on jobs with
another person.

RAY impressed OWENS as having sympathy for common
people and for the working man and RAY expressed a philosophy;

that he would only hit places of businesses such as would
probably be covered by insurance,
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On two or three occasions RAY came to the Mission
with an older man, about sixiy years of age, whose first name
was JACK and whose surname was something like GOAN (phonetic).
OFENS learned that this man JACK was on parole out of Menard
and was considered by RAY as an old friend., OWENS cut this
old man's hair once or twice at the Mission. He gained the
“impression that this old man, JACK, was an cld professional
burgiar and that he was "kinky” (still pulling burglaries)
even then, OWENS has no definite information as tc whether
RAY and JACK ever went on any jobs together but observod
that they were obviously very friendly.

During this period in 1959 RAY always appeared to
have money and to be "well~heeled,” although he never worked,
it was obvious to OWENS that RAY was obtaining his money from
robberies and burgiaries. RAY was thrifty and appeared to save his
monay. On one occasion, at RAY's request, OWENS drove RAY to
& bank in St, Louis located on South Broadway near the Anheusgser-
Busch RBrewery and RAY told OWENS on this occasion that he
had an account at that bank, OWENS waited in the car outside
while RAY went in the bank and RAY then returned to the car
and showed OWENS $1,000.00 worth of Travelers Checks, which
OWEJdS undersiood had been purchased by RAY in the bank,
OWENS did not positively know whether RAY had taken cash into
the bank to purchase thest Travelers Checks or had withdrawn
the necessary funds for the purchase from the account which
RAY said he had in the mame bank, RAY told OWENS that he had
purchased theae Travelers Checks for the purpose of taking
a trip to Canada.

It was about a month later when OWENS next saw RAY,
at which time RAY said he had been to Canada, RAY did not at
any time explain to OWENS why he had gome to Canada, This
was characteristic of RAY, however, who was always extremely
closed-mouth and did not generally explain his activities to
anyone,

With regard to the possibility of any other money that
RAY might have had in a bank, OWENS haz some vague recollection
in the back of his mind that RAY might have at some time
mentioned having money in & bank other tham the one referred to
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above, but OIENS can recall no specific information in this
regard.,

OWENS can recall only one additional assmociate or
acquaintance of RAY during the 1959 period and that person was
"BLACKIE" DE CORE, who was from Chicago and who was a gambler
and former professional prize fighter. DE CORE was then about
forty years of age and was on a life parole out of Menard and was
staying at the St. Louis Resicue Nission at the time. DE CORE
did not appear to bhe nearly as close or as friendly with RAY
as did "BLACKIE" AUSTIN and the old man named JACK,

RAY did not gamble and did not fool with narcotics
or "junk" of any kind. He seemed t0 have the attitude regarding
women that they were something to use and forget. Actually
he appeared to prefer a girl who was a "bum"” and was not known
to have had any girlfriend as such or any continuing association
with any girl or woman,

On the one or two occasions when OWENS was at the
rooning house on Hickory Street operated by RAY's mother and
grandmother, OWENS also learned that RAY had a young kid
brother named "BUZZY," who resided with the mother and grandmother,
OWENS has never known or heard specifically of any other
relatives of RAY.

RAY always appeared absolutely to have no dislike
for Negroes., On the contrary, he always seemed to take a
man for what he was, regardless of color, In OWENS' opinion,
if RAY killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, as alleged, he did not do
80 out of any kind of racial hatred and such an act in OWENS'
opinion would have had to be for money.

During the period of their association in 1959 RAY
used various names, always with the first name JIM. The only
three surnames which OWENS can recall as having been used by
RAY were the names Q'CONNOR, RYAN and RAY, When OWENE initially
bscame acquainted with RAY at the St, Louils Rescue Mission
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RAY was using the name JIM O'CONNOR, The name ERIC STARVO GALT
is completely unknown to OWENS and he has no idea where RAY
migikt have obtained or thought of such a name,

Regarding the robbery of the Kroger Store in St,
Louis by OWENS and RAY in 1958, OWENS furnished the following
information:

Contrary to what OWENS regards as RAY's usual
characteristic of carefully planning anything he did, the
robbery of the Kroger Store was a stupid job which occurred
"at the tail-end of a drunk." Although RAY did not normally
drink to excess at all, RAY and OWENS on this occasion had
been drunk and were still under the effects of that when
the robbery was pulled, and it was merely an effort to get
additional money to continue their drinking. RAY informed
OWENS that somebody had spotted this supermarket which should
be good for several thousand dollars. RAY had already cased
it., RAY had with him the same two .38 caliber guns which
OWENS and RAY had previously used in target shooting and RAY
furnished one of these guns to OWENS for this robbery.

RAY had stolen an old Ford automobile which was
their first get-away car and they then switched to OWENS' automobile,
at which time some witness apparently obtained the license number
on OWENS' car., OWENS and RAY, immediately following the robbery,
went to a rooming house on Park Avenue near Mississippli Avenue
in St. Louis where RAY then had a room, They went to RAY's
room and 2 few minutes later, when OWENS came out to his car,
he found the car surrounded with police who arrested OWENS,

_ The police then went into the house and arrested RAY
also. Neither RAY nor OWENS were ever released on bond follow-
ing their arrest., OWENS entered a plea of gulilty to the robbery
charge and received a sentence of seven years, RAY, however,
insisted on going to trial and was sentenced to twenty years,
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OWENS, after his plea of guilty, preceded RAY to
the Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, and had already
been there several months when RAY arrived to serve the
twventy~-year sentence. ‘

OWENS was relessed from the Missouri State Punitentitry :
in 1963 upon completion of his sentence and was immediately
thereafter returned to the Illinois State Penitentiary at
Menard as a Parole Violator on the robbery conviction, OWENS
owed twenty-three months on that parcole viclation., He completed
all of that term and received his outright release in May,

1965, from Menard,

OWENS thereafter returned to St. Louis and was
briefly employed as a Fuller Brush Salesman in St. Louis,
fellowing which he was employed from October, 1963, to Februsry,
1966, as a maintenance man at Washington University in St.
Loeis, In Pebruary, 1966, OWENS went to California, where he
resided with his mother and brother and he was employed there
with White Heat Company, 2508 Randolph Street, Huntington Paxk,
Caiilornia, for about tem months as a muintenance man, He
was then employed by the W. ¥, Henry Company, Beckett Street,
Huntington Park, Califoyrnia, until he refurned to St. Louis,
Missouri, in December, 1966, :

Upon Lkis roturn to St. Louis in Doconbar, 1966, OWENS
took a vacation for about a month and was in Las Vegas and .
Arizona during that time. He was therenttor employed by the
Lindell Plaze Hotel, St., Louis, as a maintenance man. Thereafter,
he was employed as the chief engineer at the Liggett and Meyers
Tobacco Company in St. Louis until he began his present

employment, about five weeks ago, as an automobile salesman with

the Arnold Chevrolet Company, Crystal City, Missouri.

OWENS has resided at his present address in Jefferson
County, Missouri, since July 23, 1967. His last previous address
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was the Missouri Apartments, Delmar Avenue, St. Louig, Missouri,
across the street from St, Luke's Hospital, where he lived for
about five months until he moved to his present address.

¥hile in the Missouri State Penitemtiary, OWENS and
RAY were never assigned in the same residence hall, nor were
they assigned in the same working area at any time. OWENS
worked the entire time inthe plumbing shop in the Penitentiary.
RAY worked in the prison cleaning shop and in the bakery during
the time OWENS was in the Penitentiary. However, OWEKES did
see RAY from time totime outside on the Penitentiary yard and
occasionally talked to RAY there.

There has pever been any animosity of any kind”batween
OWENS and RAY and the latter has never indicated any resentment
or any cause of resentment toward OWENS in connection with the
Kroger Store robbery or for any other reason., ERAY has always
appearad to be entirely friendly toward OWENS and has never
indicated in any way that he felt OWENE did anything wreong im
connection with the robbery or at the time of their arrest in
St. Louis.

While in the Missourli State Peritentiary, OWENS becawme
awaxre that RAY was apparently dealing iz pills, such as
Bonzedrine &nd amphetamine, which RAY was in some manner ob~
taining outside the Penitentiary and was sellipg to inmates
in the Penitentiary. OWENS occasionally saw exchange of
money to RAY from other inmates. OWENS never knew the manner
in which these pills were being conveyed to RAY in the .
penitentiary but was aware that this type of practice wam being
carried on by other prisoners in addition to RAY and that
there were various :eans wherein such items could be brought
into the penitentiary. It has been OWENS' general understanding
for example that sometimes guards have been used to bring in
such items, as well as relatives of the inmates on the occasions
of their visits, or such items have been bhrought in by
prisoners who work on the Honor Farm za2nd who are not carefully
searched when returned inside the walls.
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OWENS did not acquire any knowledge as to how much
money RAY made in this practiice but would estimate that he
night earn as much as $500.00 or $1,000.00 in the course
of a year or two., OWENS does not know how RAY may have gotten
his money outside the penitentiary but again is aware that
there are various means by which inmates have been able to
accomplish this,

OWENS also became aware while in the penitentiary
that RAY was apparently engaged in making small loans to
inmates, Although RAY himself did not ever comment to OWENS
concerning this business, OWENS at one time had a cellmate
who OWENS understood had borrowed money from RAY. OWERS
understood that it was the general practice for inmates such
a8 RAY who made loans to receive repayment at the rate of
$3,00 for $2,00., OWENS does not helieve on the basis of his
general knowledge and information that RAY might have accumulated
an amount such as several thousand dollars as 2 reﬂult of hia
handling pills and loams in the penitentiary.

O¥WENS was still an inmate in the penitentiary on the
occasion when RAY, while working in the cleaning plant, attempted
to escape by puttipng two 0ld ladders on the wall behind the
cleaning plant., According to what OWENS heard immediately after
this attempted escape, the ladders broke with RAY, as a result
of which he was injured, knocked out and discovered hy the
prison guards,

Subsequent to OWENS release from the penitentiary, he
heard of the incident in which RAY allegedly hid out for a few
days inside the penitentiary. OWENS recalls that on one
occagsion, while in the penitentiary, RAY mentioned to him that
he was too young to remain in the penitentiary and serve hia
entire sentence and RAY spoke in general terms of the
possibility that he might some day attempt to eacape. RAY
referred to no specific plans in this regard, horaver.

_ During OWENS association with RAY, he learned from RAY
that prior to OWENS becoming acquainted with RAY in 1959 RAY had
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made several trips, apparently at least a dozen trips, to
Mexico. RAY spoke of having been in various places and

the only specific places OWENS can recall which were wmentioned
by RAY were Mexico City, Veracruz, Acapulco and Nogales. RAY
did not at any time discuss with OWENS the details of his
trips to Mexico, although RAY did mention in at least one instance
that he had gone to Mexico to "cool off.,”" RAY did not discuss
with OWENS the detalls of his activities in Mexico or who he
knew there, but did hriefly mention on ome occasion that one
time when he was in Mexico City he had become involved in an
altercation with a man in an alley, who came at RAY with a
knife, at which time RAY struck the man in the head with a
pistol and thereafter had to leave Mexico City,

OWENS is of the belief that RAY could not speak
Spanish, despite his trips te Mexice. In that regard, OWENS
s»id he knows & few words of Spnnish but RAY did not know any
Spanish,

OWENS believes that on the basis of RAY's having made
tripe to Mexico in the past, RAY might have conceivably gone
to Mexico after his escape in 1967. OWENS hae also been aware
from RAY that the latier was x miliitary policeman in Germany
while in military service and OWENS would assume that RAY
might, therefore, also go to Germany,.

OWENS characterizes RAY as very smart, a thinker and
not a talker, RAY plans every angle before he makes a move.
OWENS feels that upon RAY'a having escaped from the penitentiary
and even before the imcident involving the killing of MARTIN
LUTHER KING, RAY would not be eXp2cted to be in contact with
relatives or previcus acquaintances at any time after the
escape.

OWENS felt, however, in the event RAY had an outside
coptact who was assisting him In his illieit traffic within
the penitentiary and who might owe either money or a favor to
RAY in connsciion with thi: osusiness, RAY night gquite logically
contact this party after bis escape.
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With regard to the old man named JACK, who was

friendly with RAY in 1959, as previously referred to, OWENS

has never seen or heard of that man again since 1959 with

the exception that OWENS did hear somewhere afterward that JACK

had gone back to Menard as a Parole Violator.

OWENS has had checking accounts at the following
banks in St. louis, since his release from the Illinois
State Penitentiary at Menard, in Nay, 1965:

The Jefferson-Gravois Bank, whers OWENS opened
a checking account in 1965, which was closed
in about February, 1966, whon OWENS 'unt to
California;

The Manchester Bank, where OWENS opemned an
account in January, 1967, and where there
is 8till a balance in the accouat of about
$3.00 or $4.00, the account having been
inactive in rocont months,

Since October, 1967, OWENS has had a checking account at
the American Bank, DeSoto, uisuouri, where he currently has an
account. _

Except for the above, OWENS has had no banking business,
inciuding accounts of any kind, loans or safe deposit boxes,
at any other bank in St. Louis since his release from Memard in
1965,

Since OWENS' release from the Missouri State Penjitentiary
at Jefferson City, Mismouri, he has had no contact of any kind,
either direct or indirect, with RAY and they have never had any
correspondence. OWENS has also had no contact whatsoever with
any of RAY's relatives, since OWENS was released from the
Missouri State Penitentiary. The last contact OWENS has had
with anyone known to him to be an associate or acquaintance of
RAY, was "BLAGE' AUSTIN, who was in the Yilinois State Penitentiary
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at Menard, while OWENS was there 1963 to 1965. "BLACKIE" AUSTIN
was 8till at Menard when QWENS was released there.

Since about February, 1966, OWENS has not on any
occasion been inside the Jefferson-Gravois Bank, nor has he
bheen on foot outside that bank on any occasion during that
period, At the very most, he may have passed by the bank in
an automobile on one or two occasions.

While OWENS was at the Missouri State Penitentiary,
he became acquainted with JAMES WALLACK, who was an inmate
there. He did not know JAMES WALLACE at all until he became
acquainted with him im the penitentiary. OWENS definitely
was not raised with WALLACE. '

In 1965, during which time OWENS had a checking
account at the Jeffersom Gravois Bank in St., Louis, bhe recalls
an occasion when he parked hiscar on the bank parking lot
to go to the bank. As bhe started im the dvor of the bank for
the purpose of making a despoit to his account, he saw JAMES
WALLACE, wvho was standing on the street corner outside the
bank, with a girl., As OVENS was going imto the bank, WALLACE
stated to the effect, “Are you taking some out or putting
some in?" OWENS replied to the effect, "I m putting some in,"
They had no further conversation,

OWENS was definitely alone on this occasion. OWENS
never on any other occasion saw or knew the girl who was with
WALLACE and he paid very little attemtion to her, as a result
of which he cannot describe her, except he had impression that
she was a white girl, who was rather heavy-set and "was no
raving beauty."” OWENS is certain that this encounter at the
Jefferson~Gravois Bank ocqurred in the summer time, because
he recalls that the girl was not wearing & coat and that. both
he and WALLACE were wearing short-sleeve shirts and AR
weather clothing.

The checking account of OWENE at the Jefferaon-Gravois
Bank, as previously referred to, was a3 joint checking acoount

held by OWENS and his mother and was in the names of JAMES and
IDA OWENS,

26

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SL: 44-775 | fff;

OWENS denied.thut he was ever in the company of JAMES
EARL RAY at the Jefferson-Gravois Bank oi the occagion referrod to

above or on any othsr occaaionn, since OWEN's release frou the
Penitentiary.

He repeatedly reiterated his donial that he hau seen
RAY or had any kind of contact with him or any knowledge of his
vhoreabouts since RAY cscapod from the pouitontiury in 1965.

OWENS cannot recall ever huving ‘known anyone by the
name of "COOLEY," eithef in the Missouri State Penitentiary
or elsewhere and that name has no meaning or significance to
OWENS.

OWENS, without hesitation, stated he would be entirely
willing to notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation if he
should at any time receive any information which might be
of assistance in locating JAMES EARL RAY and stated he would
certainly do so.
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1 : | ' | Date _.,M_lm—-—-_ V

Mrs, JAMES (MYLDRED) OWENS (mee SLOI!), ﬁnrll
Route Number 3, Sunrise Lake, DeSoto, Missouri, (Jefferson
County), who stated she is a register¢d irse; cpxronily e
employed as a murse at the Bonne Terre Nospital, Boame *°
Terre, Missouri, was preseat during an iaterview conducted
by Special Agents ALBERT J, RUSHING and ROBERT L, BENDER
with her husband at tho rusidonco on Itf’le 1968,

At the comclusion of the interview with ir, ovus,
Mrs. OWENS advised that she and her husband were married on
March 9, 1967, at 8t. Louis County, Missourii that they huvc
continuously resided together as man and wife ‘since =
their marriage; that she has mever seen JAMES EARL RAY in
her life and never heard of him until there was receat’
publicity regarding him, at which time hor husband told her of
his previous knowledge of RAY, .

Mrs. OWENS said she has no 1nroraation in addition
to that furnished by her husband which ni;ht be of assistance
in locating JAMES EARL RAY, N

On 5/16/68 . Jefferson County, Missouri g, # _SL: 44-778 -
SA ALBERT J. RUBKIRG : AJR:jfh . 5/16/68
by __ SA ROBERT L, BENDER L Date dictated

This document contuine neither resommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ig the property of the FBI .and is loaned ta
your agency; il and its contents ave not to be distributed ocutside yYour ageney.
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1 Date May 24, 1968

JAMES LOAMA OWENS, Rural Route 3, Sunrise Lake,
DeSoto, Missouii  (Jefferson County) telephome Justice 6-2044,
was contacted by telephone and inquiry was made of him as to
what publications were habitually read by JAMES EARL RAY.

OWENS said that RAY was indiscriminate in his read-
ing and that he read almost anything and everything he could
get his hands on. OWENS said he did not believe he could
identify any specific publication which RAY resad. OWENS said
however, that RAY read all the newspapers he could lay his
hands on and particularly read the two major daily newspaper
publications in St. Louis

Inquiry was made of OWENS as to whether, in view _
of RAY's interest in automobiles and guns, as previously indi-
cated by OWENS, RAY might not have read mngatines pertaining
to automobiles and guns. OWENS said he could not recall that
RAY read any particular magazines devoted to those subjects
but he did now recall that among all the various things that
RAY read were included various sporting magazines, OWENS
said that although he could not recall what spocitic magazines
wouldhave been included, he believed that the type of such
magazines read by RAY would have included the type reprasented
by Field and Stream and Argosy.

OWENS said he cOuld.not bé more specific imn describ-
ing or identifying publications read by RAY.

On

by

9.

5/16/68 St. Louis, Hissouri File #_SL 44-775

SA_ALBERT J. RUSHING/leh _ Dete dictated 5/ 22/68

This document containe neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL It is the property of the FBI .and is logned to
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JAMES LOAMA OWENS, RFD 3, Sunrise Lake, De Soto,
Missouri (Jefferson County), telephone JUstice 6-2044, was
contacted by telephone, and he advised as folloy;: :

The name of "BLACKIE"” DE CORE (phoaetic) 'hich
was mentioned by OWENS in an interview on May 16, 1967, is
the name of that individual as OWENS knew it. He believes
the name was actually spelled DE CORE, but is_ pot certain in
that respect. He feels definite ia his rccollnction that
the name was not prodounced DE COOK, L :
DE CORE was certanly mot as big as six fcct-
240 pounds, but was approximately five fest Aij
180 pounds. DE CORE definitely had a crimimal}’ i
was on parole from the Illimois State Penitca&iury,
Illinois, at the time OWENS knew him in 1959

30

on _5/17/68 o Jefferson County, Missouri File #._81._..44-275

by ___SA ALBERT J. RUSHING:bam Dat ,,c,,..‘ -5/20/68

This document containe neither recommendations nor conclusions of the Fll Itis tb. ROMY ol the' '.l cand 19 loaned te
your agency; Ii and its contents are not to be distributed cutajde your agency.
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The following is the FBI Identification Record as
of May 15, 1968, pertaining to JAMES LOAMA OWENS, also known
as JAMES LAOMA OWENS, JAMES LOMA OWENS, JAMES LONA OWENS,
FBI #1 397 707:
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The following FBI record, NUMBER

WASUINGTON 25, D. C.

/ Q QM g

", is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

1 397 707

75.15-68 154 J

SR o nAvE ANS NoksER | ATREETES 0% cranc _owrosox
piJ,' St. Louis, ¥os . James Loma Owens 3-6-37, .|xobbery PR 10-8-37 7 yra, .
- .: 102884 ot ' . 1 ~ '. N .'\ ;Ln M S Int. uei
St Int. Ref., J'ames L. Owena . 5.0,-28-3'{/ r'qbbery lste . 7 Yr5. = #escapg
'Jexferson C:.ty, Mo. 7772 S O | B, : 6u27-38 ret. sof
o . LI R A A day trans. to ¥
D B ‘ 5Py, as #51226
" SP,, Jc.fferson City James L. Owens " |f7-19-38 |PG robbery lst 17 yrs. - pa;'. b
Moo o 0 ey o |51 i ¢ 13 ergs) the Covenor &-3:
_»'_‘ 1 .. -' o B .. L ) o DI ". ~ . LT . i
ONI, Viash DCY James Loama Owens |lapplicant L: '
. NID, Viash, DC [ 7 e o ol for position __ : "
LA T .. {iCombustion|Engr, B
T, NS e TiCo, dne. hpine : )
SR Ty o a0 |iBoiler Di\,.Ls;on. Ly :
‘ .". 3 i : 7 - Kl ' 5t. Louls l }"‘0' " . N ,.~~JT\
O o : ' "s+1s-41.-J A
1 ua,,t. of the Port | James Loama O e"ui', ident, « |}
Ne ork MY, Do :/031-10 5614-3 card |}’ g
; IR 6~17~43 / "
R SOb Coi L Ja.mea’_l.-bam Owens || welder -
G S Cozrm. -‘:- ames L, .Oowens - {F,P. ; Posﬁinm- el'ectri_é i o
! Wash., D. C. » . .. {Residence:.H.P. DB-~17-L5 {welder, U.S. Naval
! Svanll [San Fran. . Ca.:Tif.! Funters DrydOOkS, Hunter<;_ o
tloernt Paint, Point, ban Rran
R S \——* - .18an I‘rt’m. C&lifu
e . Calif. k3
- D East St mi“a 1'13 }* J‘J"';g: Loam (Ncns 9#74—.4_5 / {armed rotbery:’ .
: .-" . ) . ' " . -
’ . SEARCHED oy NOEKED crmti]
i SERIALIZED ovviesene ,leEO: .........
. ,‘,ﬁ.’{ },?‘IQDS
FB1 — SAINT LOUIS
S ieglioay |
-3 '2’ ] . o v .{

Notatlons indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN ¥BI files. The notations ars based on dav

farmerly femizhad 104 Do soueerniue waddivideale of the samy ¢v ahnilar samiaa @ alisasa and AT Y ISTOLY
* AR .;1"3"

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2 Thc foillowing FBI record, NUMBER

I - : : - '_ - e -
© T UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE o

FEDERAL DURFAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINCTON

1 397 707

235, 0. &

Syt

“5.15-63 154 J&

R.WA\.
Dircctor,

» is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY..

B

-t

SP Manard T11

. Y

Y

FD St Louis Ho
: LI i2BRs T

P> St Iouis Mo v,

Sren
Jofferson City
Yo

SPen Ménard I11

Tames Odens
i ‘20208

. Sy !

SAmMas Lo 1 O'ens

Jawes Tona, .
Oue n3 ;#r .:083*

James Laoma

Cuiens

#00184
James Owens
- #20208

..1

10-16-59

2-5-60

1:2;6&

.. 3-8-;:7 ]

5.0n10m59 }

Qbb euc f
L
\ L
SUSR -robBROTY.
. N e

\ ;

susp fug Alton
I1i-susp rob.

c%:‘.\?cggl;;?#?so i NAME AND NUMBER “ggzé‘zls,o;p”' CHARGE | ngspo;mou_
T RE12-4 robbery ' I-20 yre. - oo
“ ,S?: r.enarc, Ill' Zag\égsowens ?"12 7 J 3 L 56”28”5? ,.pa?olea_ ;
SR s LY _ o ,aroled77~7759;‘§
3 x . e B .; 14 Ok ,f« . . e l; giSCh .6-2'{—65 :
PD, St Louis., {lbanes Loma® 7 |Pe2k=B8T) inquiry’ L ' 5
IIO: : ‘ 4 lowens’ R SN A i ' IR
~ | 288k PR 2 noess 26 sent |
PD St. Loais "’o Af:Jame., Loma Owens .| B-8-5h sus burg T {~29-55 PG .)egu :
- b oga o ;! N n ca chg to O
¢m~ - . R YT, in Mg i{SP to runi: ..
: ) concurrerjily on,chg of" !
: .- purg 2na des, & larc TEpG
¥ 2 ‘ o na,s.,;,ng v "“’Cl’llc.z‘i enecuuf-f :
A : 1 . ] cnbs “Jarziof a:uoo e
an T e 5 Lo |l5-18-55 {burg 24t & Lare: 6 y“s "
aP-J@ffgrgpg_C?ty_M:ngzes ama CD TN (oo miongy U'goodﬂypnro;cd o-gﬁay
V . M698UE B | p/& of: bogvstok on:chg of purg
. £0; } SO\ o M\:m 5 b/m of ; \lavc.._
5. i 'g:- ‘bogus .aK" (3 ehgsi?

hizo YIS (nar ,

3 Qioi)

means of D & DU

DYyt
(rob etc)

: 23

susp parole.vlio:

PG:-fdbb 1lst

1-20y0s

t

T yrs
disch 1~2-0¢

Wesarlone Lty fu

@ AR NAD AT AN RINGREDRYNTS TN BRT Alaa.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

s EURTEY S

i asa Bast Lo S



O - e

[ g T e

L I

R
/

!

N’

Nl A

FEDERAL :.U'QEAU OF "INVES TIGALION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

. - .
D M S D e

QT

)'4‘3'&0%
Director,

Tho following FBI record, NUMBER 1 397 707 . is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
RN o " NAME AND NUMBER ARTESTED PR cHARGE ‘ DISPOSITION
PD Long Beach James L, Owens - |10-15-68| intox BF
Calizr = #226302 . : S
USCG Janes L'oalﬁa P -
: Owens L~20~67
#2=512077 AP : S
.. 3 ‘) -
-" » R
,
3% R

Loe 8 o
Infermation vhown oi\ ‘T'u' RO endificarion Qzcord represents dala fumished FEI by fingorsiind
contrivulors.  Whure

2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Hinal fiy spestion is not showit &r fusthay amlevalion of o

Wersre in das



1
SL 44-775 RE: FELLOW PRISONER -
AJR/ral JAMES D, WALLACE

AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

On May 21, 1968, Mrs. JAMES D, (BETTY J.) WALLACE,
1631 Lynch, St. Louis, Missourl, who operates a small neigh-~
borhood food shop at the same address, was interviewed by
SA ALBERT J, RUSHING, at which time she furnished the following
information:

Mrs. WALLACE received a letter from her husband,
JAMTER D, WALLACE, an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentilary,
Jefferson City, Missouri, which was dated April 25, 1968, and
which included the following: "I guess you should remember
the one guy that we met that time at the bank. He's the one
that they are trying to rap that King's death on." Upon
receiving the letter, Mrs, WALLACE realized from her knowledge
of the publicity pertaining to the assassination of MARTIN
LUTHER KING that the above portion of the letter referred to
JAMES EARL RAY. However, the comments of WALLACE in the letter
were puzzling to Mrs, WALLACE because she has bheen unable to
recall any occasion or incident such as that which her husbhand
seemed to be referring to in the letter,

Mrs. WALLACE's husbhand was released on parole from
the Missouri State Penitentiary in the spring of 1965 and was
immediately thereafter confined for about four weeks at the
Cochran Veterans Administration Hospital in St., Louis for
surgery of the ear. From the time of WALLACE's parole until
April or May, 1967, Mr. and Mrs., WALLACE resided together at
2244A Missouri, St. Louis, and they thereafter resided together
in the 2200 block of South Jefferson, St. Louls, until December,
1967, or Jaanuary, 1968, when they moved to 1031 Lynch, where
Mrs. WALLACE coantinues to reside. They resided together at
the latter address until WALLACE was returned to the Missouri
State Penitentiary in March, 1968,

From the time of WALLACE's parole in the spring of
1965 until about the end of July, 1967, or the first of August,
1967, neither Mr, or Mrs. WALLACE had any banking business of
any kind at any bank, During that period Mrs., WALLACE is
certaln they had no occasion to be at the Jefferson-Gravois
Bank in St. Louis. On July 21, 1967, Mrs, WALLACE's father
died, and she thereafter shared in proceeds from Government
savings bonds and insurance of her father. From these proceeds
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SL 44-775
AJR/ral

Mrs. WALLACE and her husband opened a joirt checking account .
at the Jefferson-Gravois Bank, and this occurred at about the
end of July, 1967, or the first of August, 1967. This account
is in the name of JAMES D, and BETTY J. WALLACE. Mrs, WALLACE
also opened a savings account on August 1}, 1968, at the
Jefferson-Gravois Bank in the name of herself and her mother,
Mrs. DOROTHY STEPHENS.

It is Mrs, WALLACE's best recollection that she and
her husband went together to the Jefferson-Gravois Bank in
late July, 1967, to cash the Goverament bonds which had been
her father's., She believes her husband also went to the bank
with her at the time they opened the joint checking account.
It is possible, according to her recollection, that her hus-
band may also have accompanied her to the bank on one or two
other occasions during that same period of time in the summer
of 1967. Mrs., WALLACE recallis no occasion during this period
of time in the summer of 1967 when she and her husband drove
to the bank by automobile, but instead they walked toc the bank
on each occasion from their residence on South Jefferson, which
was in proximity to the bank.

Upon searching her memory at this time, Mrs. WALLACE
believes that she does recall a specific instance when her
husband accompanied her to the bank during the period referred
to in the summer of 13967. She recalls that they went to the
bank on this occasion at approximately 6:00 p.m. or between
6:00 p.m., and 7:30 p.m. It was still daylight on this occasion,
and she feels certain that it would have been on a Friday since
the bank closes at 2:00 p.m. on other days of the week, but
is open on Fridays until 7:30 p.m. Mrs, WALLACE recalls that
on this occasion it was very warm summer weather, there had
been a summer rain earlier that day and the weather was cloudy
and grey. She vaguely recalls that as she and her husbhand
walked out of this bank on this occasion, her husband waved
to someone outside the bank., Mrs., WALLACE glanced very briefly
at the person at whom her husbend waved, and she believes the
person was a white male, but since she glanced at him very
quickly, she does not recall his appearance otherwise and is
unable to describe him further in any respect. She does not
recall that there was any conversation at all between her hus-
band and the man on this occasion, After her husband had
waved at the man, Mrs, WALLACE inquired of her husband as to

3
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AJR/ral

who he was, and her husband replied to the effect that it was
a "fellow from the joint", which Mrs, WALLACE took to mean
that he was someone her hushand bad known in the penitentiary.

Specific inquiry was made of Mrs., WALLACE as to
whether she could recall any occasion when she was at the
Jefferson-Gravois Bank with her husband, at which time her
husband saw posgibly two men at or near the bank to whombe
remarked that he was glad he got his money out before they
got in; and whether she remembered that one of the men may
have replied to the effect that "they were putting in", Mrs,
WALLACE said she could not recall having witnessed any such
conversation. She commented, however, that her husband is
given to making such joking remarks and such a conversation
would not surprise her, although she could recall no such
conversation specifically.,

: Photographs of JAMES LOAMA OWENS and JAMES EARL RAY
were exhibited to Mrs, WALLACE. She stated that OWENS is com-
pletely unknown to her, but that the photographs of RAY loocked
vaguely familiar to her, although she could not at this time
relate the photographs to any particular person she had ever
seen in the past., She commented specifically that she could
not relate the photographs of either RAY or OWENS to the man
she saw at the Jefferson-Gravois Bank and to whom her husband
.waved on the occasion referred to above., Although the photo-
giraphs of RAY looked vaguely familiar to her, she has no idea
where she might have seen such a person, except that over a
period of years, including the year 1959, Mrs, WALLACE has
frequently attended religious services at & Salvation Army
establishment located near the address on Hickory Street

where the RAY family once resided according to what Mrs,
WALLACE has read in the newspapers. Mrs. WALLACE believes

it remotely possible she might have seen JAMES EARL RAY in
that area in 1959, although she does not specifically recall
such an occurrence., With regard to her vague recognition of
photographs of RAY, Mrs, WALLACE originally had that reaction
to photographs of him when she saw plctures of RAY in the
newspapers and on television at the time he was first
identified in this investigation.

Mrs, WALLACE and her husband now have five children,
the youngest of whom is an infant, Over a period of several
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years, shoes for their children have customarily and frequently
been purchased by them at Hill Brothers Shoe Store, located on
South Jjefferson nextdoor to the Jefferson-Gravois Bank, When
Mrs. WALLACE and her husbhand have gone together to this shoe
store, they have sometimes parked their car on South Jefferson
and on some occasions have parked it near the entrance to’

the Jefferson~Gravols Bank. Mrs. WALLACE suggested that in
the event her husband has made some error as to the occasion
when he may have seen persons at the Jeffermon-Gravois Bank
with whom he had a comversation as previously indicated, the
error might be based on some occasion when they were together
at the shoe store rather than at the bank,

From the time Mr, and Mrs, WALLACE opened accounts
at the Jefiferson-Gravois Bank in the summer of 1967 until
they moved to 1031 Lynch in December, 1967, or January, 1968,
there was no occasion, according to Mrs. WALLACE's recollection,
when they went to the Jefferson-Gravois Bank in an automobile,
inasmuch as they walked to the bank from their neurhy residence
on each occasion.
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ALLEGED APFIARA!CS OF JAMES EARL RAY AT JEFFERSON ~
GRAVOIS BANK, ST, LOVIS, ﬂ!ﬂgg!!l, IN SUMMER OF 1967

Mr. RALPH B, FlILLIPBon, Assistant Vice President,
Jefferson - Gravois Bank, 2604 South Jefferson Avenue, tele-~
phone PR 1-8833, who was contacted at the bank by Special Agent
(A) HOWARD C, KENNEDY om May 14, 1968, advised that he was then
unable to locate any account of any type, that is, checking,
savings or loan account, as well as-a safe deposit box, in the
name of JAMES EARL RAY or any of his known aliases. Likewise,
he was unable to locate amy record or any such account on a
safe deposit box in the name of JAI!S LAOMA OWENS or JAMES
OWENS,

On the following nornin;, May 15, 1968, r. PHILLIPSON
advised that he had made a further check of bank records but was
unable to locate any accounts in the names of these individuals
or in any of their known tlinaoa.

He suggested, however, that contaoct be made with Mr.
A. G. ARB, Vice President, Jefferson ~ Oravois Bank, since Mr,
ARB or his secretary, Mrs. MELBA KOERLER, frOQuontly handle
customers coming into the bank.

Mr. PHILLYPGON was upable to’ idontity p!btocraphl of
JAMES EARL RAY exhibited to him a e being identical with anyone
observed by him at the hank at any ti-o

Mr. A. G. ARB, Vice~Preaident, Jottorsoﬁ - Gravois
Bank, who was contnctod by SAA KENNEDY It the bank on May 153,
1968, advised that he is unable to identify photographs of
JAmms EARL RAY exhibited to him as being identical with anyone.
previously observed by him at the bank. .

Photographs of RAY were also exhibited to Mrs. MELBA
KOEHLER, Secretary, and also to Mr, CEARLES VOGEL, Executive
Vice-President, Jefferson -~ Gravois Bank, by SAA KENNEDY on
May 15, 1968, but they were unable to identify photographs of
the subjoct as being identical with anyone previously observed
by them at the bank.
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Date Moy 33, 1968

ey

Records of the Jefferson~Gravois Bank of 8t. Louis,
2604 South Jefferson Avenue, 8t, Louis, telephone PR 1-8833,
disclosed the following information wit to a regulay
joint checking account, account number , maintained there
in the past in the name of JAMES L, ’

A signature card disclosed that this account, a joint

checking account of OWENS and IDA B, OWENS, was opened August 9,
;965, with a $100 initial deposit, The account was closed February
8, 19660 '

OWENS' residence address was shown ap 2241 Oregon Avenue,
St, Louis, telephone TO 35~1272, The record showed ha was employed
as a bgber at the Belmor Barber Shop, address not shown; IDA B,
OWENS was listed as a housewife, The record showed furher that
they previously banked at Lindell Trust Company, 8t. Louis, Mis =
OWENS ! vehicle operator's license was shown as number :
ﬂ There was no recard of any account for subject, unm
S8 true name oY known aliases,

These records may be obtained on issuance of a subpoena

duces tecum which should be directed to Mr, A, G. ARB, Vice President,
Jefferson-Gravois Bank, :

705,
On _5/16/68 o _St. Louis, Missouri File # SBL 44-773 _
SA HOWARD C, KENNEDY (A) :paw:hev | 5/16/68
by : : Date dictated :

This document containe neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. losned
your agency; it and jta contents are not to be disiributed outsida your lgo:oxr‘- 45 the stepesty of o rat ond e b

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1 .
SL 44-773 Re: ALLEGED APPEARANCE OF JAMES EARL RAY
HCK:paw AT JEFFERSON~GRAVOIS BANK, ST. LOUIS,

MISSOURX, IN SUMNER, 1967,

_ Mr., A, G, ARB, Vice President, Jefferson-Gravois
Bank of.-8t. Louis, 2604 South Jeffersonr Avenue, St. Louis,
telephone PR 1-8833, on May 16, 1968, made available for
examination records of this bank disclosing sales of travelers
checks in the period from January 1, 1967 through August 30,
1967. 1t is noted that this bank sells travelers checks of
American Express Company, First National City Bank of New York,
and Bank of America. These records, comsisting of duplicate
copies of the application for travelers checks signed by the
purchaser, did not dieclose the sale of any travelers check to
JAMES EARL RAY in his name or that of any of his known aliases,
nor did the records disclose any sale of travelers checks to JAMES
OWENS, an associate of RAY. No travelers checks sales were
disclosed to JOHN RAY or CAROL PEPPER, JAMES EARL RAY's brother
and sister, rgspectively. ' v '

/Mrs. MARGARET BOLMES, teller, Jefferson-Gravois Bank,
who handles the sale of travelers checks at the bank, was unable
to identity photographs of JAMES EARL RAY exhibited to her
May 16, 1968, by SA HOWARD C, KENNEDY as being identical with
anyone she has ever seen at the bank,

4
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Dote ... 5-23-68

Records of the Manufacturers Bank and Trust Company
of St. Louis, 1731 South Broadway, St. Louis, Missourl, tele-~
phone MA 1-1230, disclosed the following information::

The only available records in existence at this time
pertaining to sales of Travelers' Checks by Manufacturers
Bank and Trust Company in 1959 are contained in a large bound
journal or register listing sales of American Express Travelers'
Checks in the period from June 9, 1942, to June 29, 1962,

This register is comprised of 300 pages and it is being stored
for permanent retention. This register in the period August
through December, 1958, and in the calendar year 1959 did

not disclose any sale of Travelers' Checks to JAMES EARL RAY
or JAMES L. OWENS nor did it show any sale listed in any of
their known aliases.

These records may be obtained on issuance of & gub-
poena duces tecum which should be directed to Mr. HARLEY E.
SCHWERING, Senior Vice President, l(l.nu:l.'a.cturers Bank and Trust
Company, St. Louis. . :

YA

On 90-17-68 ot _St. Louis, Missouri - File ¥ _SL_44~775

. . 5~
by SAA HOWARD C, KENNEDY:amb Date dleuud 17~68
This document contains neither mmundcuou not conclusions of the FBI, It u the properiy of the FBI .and ia loaned to

your agency; It and ita contents cre not t¢ be distributed outside 7wr agenay.
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RE: ALLEGED BANK ACCOUNT OF JAMES EARL RAY AND
ALLEGED PURCHASE OF TRAVELERS' CHECKS AT MANU-
FACTURERS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY OF ST, LOUIS,
ST, LOUIS, HISSOURI IN 1959 :

¥r. HARLEY E, SCHWERING, Senior Vice President,
Manufscturers Bank and Trust Company of St, Louis, 1731 South
Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri, who was contacted at the bank
by SAA HOWARD C. KENNEDY on May 17, 1968, caused a search to
be made of central files of this bank for any record of a
checking, savings, or loan account, as well as any safe deposit
box, in the names of JAMES EARL RAY and JAMES L. OWENS and
all of their known aliases, In the course of this investi-
gation only one account believed pertinent to th:l.s investi-
gaion was located. This account wags in the. aame. pf JAHZS
CARL O'CONNOR, last known address 1727 South.llth Street,
St. Louis, Nissouri. Prior investigation has ‘disclosed tha
the name of JAMES O'CONROR has been used as an alias by JA
EARL RAY and the address of 1727 South 1lth Street, 8t. Louis,
Missouri, was a prior residence address of RAY's father, JERRY
RAYNES, also known as JERRY RAYNS, and RAY's sister, Mrs.
ALBERT (CAROL) PEPPER, who was then known as CAROL RYAN, .
Detailed information conc¢erning this account is set forth
elsewhere in this report.

The Bureau advised on May 27, 1968 that no latent finger-
print impressions were found on the aignuture card of JAMES CARL
O'CONNOR in connection with the above account (said card being
designated Q 354 for identification purposes), and that because of
the presence of some characteristics which would not be explained
on the basis of the available known writings of subject, it could
not be determined whether the "JAMES CARL O'CONNOR" signature on
the cardwas prepared by the subject; however, significant
similarities were noted between this questioned signature and the
available known handwriting of RAY, :

A3
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Mr, JOSEPH STAHLSCHMIDT, Auditor, Manufséturers
Bank and Trust Company of St. Louis, 1731 South Broadway,
St. Louis, Missouri, who was contacted at the bhank, furnished
the following information and records:

A signature card executed on March 9, 1839, at the.
time a checking account was opéned at this bunk in the name
of JAMES CARL O'CONNOR, 1820 South 12th Street, whome address
was subsequently changed to 1818 South 12th Street. and. then .
to 1727 South 11th Street, St. Louis, Iissouri,rbosxq\xho\
handwritten signature "JAMES CARL O'CONNOR." It.is boliovod
that this is the only handwriting of O conion appouring on.
this card, however, the card contains further handwrittem .
notations indicating that O'CONNOR had no telephone. and that
he was employed as an attendant at a service station, identity
or location of which was not known., The card also showed
that he had no former bank accounts.

Mr. STAHLSCHMIDT made available for use in this ,
1nvostigution the original signature card. He requested that
it be returned to this bank when it ie no longer needed.

On _5-17-68 ot _ St. Louis, Migsouri File # SL 44-775
SAA HOWARD C, KENNEDY:amb 5~17-68
Date dictsted
This document contains neither recommendations not concluaions of the F'BI. It 4s the proparty of the FBI .and ia loaned to

YOur agency; i and its contents sre not to be distributed outeide your agency.
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Recoxrds of the Manufacturers Bankeand Trust Company
of St. Louis, 1731 South Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri, tele-
phone MA 1-1230, disclosed the following information:

A checking account, known as a personal check plan,
was opened by an individual using the name JAMES CARL O'CONNOR
at this bank March 9, 1959, with an initial deposit of $159.
;213 account was closed July 20, 1959, by a withdrawal of

¥When the accoumnt. was, 1nitia11y,openod o’ CleOn ulod
the residence address 1820 South 12th Street, 8t,.Louis, Mis-
souri, but subsequently his. address was changed to 181 "South
12th Street St. Louis, and then it was again chunged to 1727
South 1llth street St. Louis, Missouri, : \

This account showed the following additional deposits
on the dates indicated:

Date Amount of Deposit

March 10, 1959 $ 40
March 13, 1959 40
March 18, 1959 30
March 20, 1959 40
March 26, 1959 370
April 14, 1959 100
May 14, 1959 150
June 2, 1959 42
June 9, 1959 , 30
June 10, 1959 10
June 17, 1959 o L RIS B

The account showed withdrawals or charges ransing
in amount between $4 and $600, Microfilm records disclosed
photographs of the face side only of the following-described
checks drawn against this account:

g5
On _5-17-68 o 8t. Louis, Missourj File ¥ __SL _44-775
SAA HOWARD C, KENNEDY : amb | 5-17-68

Dote dictated

This documsent containg neither recommendationa nor conclusions of the FBI, "It {a the property of the FBI ‘and is loanad to
your agency; it and its contents are not to. be distributed outside your agency,
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Date Payee Amount
March 25, 1959 Y., P, WEBBE $ 50
March 26, 1959 " 600
April 10, 1959 CAROL RYAN 6
April 26, 1959 " 6
May 1, 1959 Standard Auto Parts 20
May 4, 1959 JAMES CARL O'CONNOR 40
May 9, 1959 CAROL RYAN 6
May 12, 1959 JAMES CARL O'CONNOR 30
May 21, 1959 " 50
June 19, 1959 "o . 100
June 23, 19859 S ' 36
June 27, 1959 Carson-Union-May-Stern 4
June 30, 1959 JAMES CARL O'CONNOR 30
July 12, 1959 = CAROL, RYAN, N R ZZ AT, R PRI

Only ‘one check item was mot located on microfilm
records, this being a $30 withdrawal on June. 2, 1939. .

These records,nay'bQ'ob;ained“ph'iilﬁincé of &
subpoena duces tecum which should be directed to Mr. HARLEY
E. SCHWERING, Senior Vice President of the Bank.

4l
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RE: 1959 ASSOCIATE
VYINCENT P, WEBBE

The following 1nvestigatibn was conducted by
SAs THOMAS L, BUCKLEY and CHARLES S, DUKE at St. Louis,
Missouri, on lay 20, 1968:

ANTHONY GROCHOWSKI, 1111 Delmar, advised that he
was the brother-in-law of ?IKCENT P, WEBBE, who died a year
or more ago. GROCHOWSKI stated that in the years immediately
prior to his death WEBBE had been a bondsman. GROCHOWSKI
suggested that his wife, EVA WEBBE GROCHOWSKI, would be
able to furnish more details regarding VINCENT WEBBE and that
she could be Iocated at 1431 Chouteau,

On May 20, 1968, EVA WEBBE GROCHOWSKI advised that
her brother, VINCENT P. WEBBE, died June 28, 1987, She
stated that she had been rather closely asaocintod with her
brother and frequently kept bond records for him. She advised -
that he only sigged police court boan and never to her knovladge
signed 2 bond for any substantial amount of money. ‘According
to GROCHOWSKI, WEBBE was in the egg and poultry business in
St. Louis fran 1921 to 1941 and that after 1941 he lived.

a life of semi-retirement; the bonding business being only

a sideline., She stated that VINCENT WEBBE was in ill health
for about six years before his doath ‘and during that tine
seldonm left honc.

According to GROCHOISKI ANN VEBBE, VINCEHT's wife,
still resides at 1114 Delmar but she stated that ANN WEBBE
does not read or write English and doubts that any information
could be obtained from her if she were contacted.

She stated that her brother kept rather.casual records
of his bonding business and she has no idea where these
records could be located today.

GROCHOWSKI advised that the name JAMES L O'CONNOR
is entirely unfamiliar to her and she cannot recall a transaction
between any such person and her brother amounting to $600,
She examined photographs of JAMES L RAY and stated that he was
entirely unknown to her, She also advised that the name JAMES
EARL RAY and his known aliases are unfamiliar to her.

-y
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RE: FELLOW INMATE '
ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known RS
Blackie DeCore,

DeCora

‘The following 1nvect1§atidn was conducted by
SAs THOMAS L., BUCKLEY and CHARLES S, DUKE at St Louia,
Missouri, on May 20, 1968: @ . _ _

Mrs. MARY LOUISE SAHYER, 1517A Cora, advisod
that she has worked as a nurse at St, Louis City Hospital #1,
1515 Lafayette, for approximately four years., She stated
that she met ANDREW WILSON DE CORE . ahout two years ago when
he was & patient at that hospital. He was confined to the
hospital for a considerable length of time because of a
broken arm and broken leg. Nra. SAWYER advised that after
his release from the hospital amd his subsequent returm to
the Nissouri State Prison at Jefferson City she wrote to
him a number of times., SAWYER advised that she was not
aware that DE CORE had been released from prison and stated
that she has no idea of DE CORE's present whereabouts. Mrs.
SAWYER examined photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that
he wag entirely unknown to her. She also stated ‘that none
of RAY's aliages were familiar to her.
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Date May 13, 1968

JOHN PAUL VELANTI was re-interviewed at the
St. Louis Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and furnished the following informatiomn:

He described JAMES W, BROWN of Birmingham, Alabama,
as a good friend with whom he '"celled" and also "took care
of" in Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP). He described
BROWN as a friend who would have no reason to lie about him.
He first met BROWN in the MSP at Jefferson City, Missouri,
although they were previously in the Kansas City Jail at
the same time but occupied different tanks. He associated
with BROWN while both were inmates at the MSP and after
both had been transferred to the minimum security prison
at Moberly, Missouri. '

VELANTI denied recalling any conversations whatever
with subject JAMES EARL RAY and still insists he does not
know subject RAY.

VELANTI admitted running a poker game and lottery
at MSP and in this capacity had numerous inmates working
for him in various halls at the penitentiary. He knew all
of these individuals personally and recalls their names.
He specifically mentioned one such individual as BILL KAUFFMAN.
He specifically recalled that subject RAY did not work for
him and recalled no inmate at the MSP with either first or
last name RAY with whom he associated or conversed at length.

He denied planning or executing a burglary or
robbery of the o0il company or any other establishment in
Atlanta, Georgia, and advised that if he had pulled such a job
it would have been alone,

He denied ever having lived in Atlanta but recalled
having stayed there overnight on a couple of occasions when
driving through.

VELANTI stated he married his wife, BETTYE, nee
PRITCHARD, in 1965 in Juarez, Mexico. He has no information
whatever concerning her present whereabouts. Her last address
known to him was 1270 Chaney Drive, Bossier City, Louisiana.
VELANTI's son, JAMES, by a previous marriage to SHIRLEY HOLSTEIN

9
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was killed at the age of 15 im a car wreck in 1962 in Atlanta.
VELARTI wag married to SHIRLEY HOLSTEIN in Cleveland, Ohio,

in 1948 and they were divorced around 1950, He stated this
son never resided with his preseat wife, BETTYE.

VELANTI emphatically denied being questioned
whilein jail at Kansas City or at the MSP concerning:
any gangster in the Kansag City area. He was questioned
by Detactive HATFIELD, Kansas City Police Department, in
regard to the offense for which he was convicted in xansas
City. This was on a charge of armed robbery of one JORN
RINGO who at that time operated the Drake Hotel in Kansas City.
VELANTI stated ke was not guilty of this robbery; however,
he took a "bum rap" in the matter rather than divulge his
actual whereabouts and the person or persons with vhd- he' was
associated at the time the robbery was committed. . The other
violation, according to VELANTI, was in the State of Kansas
and he would probably have received iore time than the 20
years he got in Missouri. He 2150 wam of the opinion ut the
time that he could beat the rap in Missouri, :

VELANTI refused to discuss his actual whereabouts
at the time of the Drake Hotel robbery, the violation in
which he was involved, or the person or persons with whom he
was associated in this matter. He stated any inveatigation
in this matter could possibly jeopardize his present. parole
status even though the Statute of Liuitations has run on that -
crime,

VELANTI denied any knowlodco of the conncction
between New Orleans gangsters and gangsters in Kansas City.
He stated he has no relatives residing in Baton Rougo, Louisiana,
or Atlanta, Georgia.

VELANTI admitted having considered attempting to
escape from the MSP but never planned such an escape with
any accomplice. He denied ever baving heard of a prisoner’'s
plan to escape to Liberia or hlving a place he could hide out
in a cave in Virginia.

Subsequent to the huaapniiution'of President JORN F,
KENNEDY, VELANTI admits fighting with a fellow prisoner outside
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the Catholic chapal at the MSP because of a derogatory
statement made by this prisoner coacerning President
KENNEDY as 2 Catholic. He does not recall the name of
this prisoner and no charges were filed in conmnection
with the incident, He denied that this individual could
have been subject JAMES EARL RAY, He does recall Father

- SCHAFER was at that time the Chaplain but understands that
Father SCHAFER now has a parish in California, Missouri.
The above-described 1ncident took place at the NSP. 1n
1963. .

VELANTI recalled that when he was in the M3P.
A Mmll was occupied Dy Hegroeu, howovor, he undorstands
it aow honnes trustees. . .

VELANTI stated he could rocall RADRY priioners.
making derogatory remarks conceraning Negroes but he advised
that inasmuch as he is Catholic, derogatory ronarks regarding
Catholics were not made in his presence. .

When quoltionod concorning any individuals who might
dislike him and furnish false information concerning his
alleged nusociation with RAY VELA!TI mentioned the tollawinx
individuals: ;

JORNNY SHELTON, white, male, age 28, believed
presently bsck in MSP on an armed robbery charge from
Kansas City, Iiasouri

MIKE NOVOGRADIC (phonotic), white, male, aze 26
believed to be doing 25 years at MSP on a charge of asnault
and molestation from Kansas City;

“BUGA RED"™ TOINSEND, white, male, doing. lifc at
MSP for killing a priest.

5
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JOHN PAUL VELANTI upon rn-intervie' on l;y 12,

1968, stated after considering the matter he now r.calls
one JIMMY RAYE (phonetic), a2 white male, age 27, 6'1",
150 pounds, left handed, who was somewhat activo in
gambling activities at tho Nimsouri State Penitemtiary
(MSP). This individual was also a basketball player
at the institution. RAYE is still believed to be at
MSP and at one time an older brother, believed to be
LARRY RAYE, was an inmate at the penitemtiary. VELANTI
is of the opinion this RAYE may be confused with subject
JAMES EARIL RAY by the person furnishking 1n£ornttion rcgurdiug
an association between him and subject RAY _ s

VELANTT rocanod JIMMY RAYE (phomuc) hlv:lng -
been in trouble in connection with a gambling debt owed to
TEX MARTIN, NSP inmate, described as a white male doing
a 25 year tontonca from Kansas City on a rape charge,
MARTIN was also active in running gambling ;nuos. VELANTI
pursuaded MARTIN to "lay off” RAYE in connection withi the
gambling debt owed him, He further recalled this incident
having taken place in 1963 or 1964 at which tiwe JIMMY RAYE
was housed in c Hall while he, VELANTI, was rutding '1n
G Hall. » _ _ S

VELANTI stated his wife's true name at the Vime' ha
married her was BETTYE PITTARD. Whkile in MSP he corresponded
with her under this name as well as under the names BETTYE
PRITCHARD, BEITYE PETERSON and BETTYE VELANTI. Ne was not
positive but believed her maiden name to be PETERSON, His
wife under the name BETTYE PITTARD was employed for several
yoears as a key punch operator for the Louisiana - Arkansas
Railroad at both their Shreveport sad Atlanta offices. Her
parents and relatives are believed {o reside in Atlanta. He
recalled that BETTYE was at one time a member of the.downtovn
branch of the Alcoholics Anonymous Club in Shreveport, Louisiana.
She also may havo been a member of Alcoholica Anonylous 1n :
Atlanta.

Iith respect to a dtto on which he could have been
involved committing a crime in Atlanta, VELANTI advised bhe
was released from the penitentiary at lLeavenworth, Kapsasg,
on July 27, 1858, and picked up in Kansas City on February 9,
1859. During tho period between these two dates he spent lost
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of his time as an onployoe of the lonto Young Carnival -

which operates out of Salt Lake City. This carniv&l was
operated by a female, one NINA (last name unknown),

During this employment VELANTI worked under the name and
Social Security Number of a sheep herder by the name of

WREZ XYLOIX (pronounced RAY ZELWAH). When the carnival
closed the smseason in October he went to Shreveport, Louisiana,
where he resided with his wife, BETTYE, until the time he
was picked up in February 1959 in Kansas City. He utated
that he used the name XYLOIX in order to avoid possible ‘
arrest in the State of Oregon ‘where he was wanted for
investigution armed robbery. ~He advised that Oregon had
placed a detajiner against hik uponr: his release from
Leavenworth, but that he had "beat” this detainer at Leavenworth,
Eansas, and was never returned to Oregon.

During the course of the interview VELANTI mentioned
the name of a former MSP inmate presently in the St. Louis
area, one JAMES CARPENTER, who might be in a position to
rurnish information. concerning activities of subject RAY in
the MSP.
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JOHN PAUL VELANTI called to indicate his concera that
individuals, unknowa to him, bad linked his name with that of
subject RAY, whom he could not actually recall, He expressed
the opinion that certain individuals would like to see him
charged with violating his parole aand returamed to the liloouri

State Penitentiary to ”got even with hiu' for thinsl ho had
not done. :

He expressed a dooiro to cQOporuto 1n any way 1n
connection with this investigation and mentioned he had
_visited with another former inmate at the Missouri State
Penitentiary who claimed he had seen auhjoat JANES EARL RAY .
"in St, louis approximately two weeks after the escape of nt!
from the Missouri State Penitentiary., He declimed to identify
this person over the telephone but advised he might furnish

this individual's nln. in a personal 1ntorviov at later
tine, _ .

VELANTI indicated that in tho‘eohvorlttion with
this individual they discussed the fact that RAY was supposed
to have walked out of the Missouri State Penitentiary with
visitors, rather than having escaped concealed in a bread box.

LEd _
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1 Date ____MAY 24, 1968

e

S e e

' ank PAUL ?ALIITI lsail called the St, Louis. !ad.ral
Bureau of Investigatiom Office to promise his.contigued cor
operation amd indicate a continuing feeling of apprshension
thatsomething might bhappen vhich night po'libly load to tho
revocation of his psrole. bt ‘

. VALIITI -ontiolod 1n the. cony.r.ation th&t ho -and -
JAIIS H, CARPENTER had visited JOHN XBGENE GAWRON on the =~

previoul night, Hb ltatod GA!ROH -ontiouod he had boen talking
to the FBI. , ‘ . -

VALENTI ldvilod that both h. ﬁld CA!PIITII boliovod
that after having visited with GAWRON that GAWRON probably
harbored subject RAY after his escape from the Missouri State
Penitentiary., VALENTI, however, stated that GAWRON made no
such admission in any statement actually made by him,

VALENTI promised to be alert for any information
which might be of value in efforts to locate lubdoct RAY,
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JOHN PAUL VELANTI, presently residing 3420 Cumberland,
Maplewood, was interviewed at the St, Louls Office. He reiterated
information previously furnished that he could not recall any specific
instance in which he met subject JAMES EARL RAY while in the Mismsouri
State Penitentiary (MSP) although he may have done so, He also
advised he had no contact with subject RAY prior to his incarcera-
tion in the MSP or since his release from that institution.

He denied that he had recently obtained a revolver
from any source and stated that if JIMMY CARPENTER had obtained
a gun he knew nothing about it. He went on to atate that he was
doing everything within his power to avoid violating his parole
and that obtaining a gun of any kind would be an extremely foolish
act on his part.

With respect to his activities since his release from
MSP on March 21, 1967, he satated he came immediately to St. Louis,
Missouri, and for a short period of time was emplyed by the Baris
Furniture Company at llth and Delmar. HNe resided for a period of
time at Dismas House located at Ninth and Cole. Around May 3 or 4,
1967, he obtained employment from the Bardgett Printing and Publishinx
Canpany, 2035 Delmar, where he worked until he was laid off 4'x .
December, 1967, Although he was employed ateadily at the publishing
company, he worked part time on a desk job at Dismas House and also
worked as a night cook quite a bit at John Clatto's Place located
at Eighth and Delmar, He started working part time as 2 radio
“announcer in October, 19687 at Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville,
I;linoia, and is presently employed full time as a radio announcer
there ,

VELANTI advised that a former inmate of the MSP one RUSSELL
BRANNEN advised him in a conversation two or three weeks ago that
he, BRANNEN, had on one occasion obmerved subject RAY in St. Louis
subsequent to his escape from the MSP. BRANNEN stated that this was
approximately ten days after RAY's escape and he saw him in the
vicinity of the 1800 block of Mississippi Street in South St, Louis.
He went on to say that BRANNEN made the statement that RAY did not
escape from the MSP in a bread truck as generally reported but walked
avay from the ipstitution with a group of visitors who were leaving.
According to VELANTI, BRANNEN did not indicate he knew of any particular
individurl who might have amsgisted RAY in this escape, He could not
furnish the exact address of BRANNEN but stated he believed he was

- _8till on parocles to Missouri State parole afficara in St. louwis, .
Missouri area.
5l
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VELANTI was questioned concerning the present whereabouts
of JIMMY CARPENTER and he stated that although he had mot seen
JIMMY in several days he understood he was still residing at 1817
Rutger using the name JOHN MRZZO and employed as a cook at Clatto's
located at Eighth and Delmar, He advised he had learned CARPENTER
mAY ha v entered the S8t. Louls City Hospital to have an eye operation
but had been unable to locate him and he also stated that CARPENTER
had not reported to work for the last two mights at Clatw/s Restaurant,
He promised to locate CARPENTER a&s soon as possible and have him call
the St. Louls FBI Office,

VELANTI advised upon q‘uo-uoaug that he had heard nothing
whatsoever which would indicate to him that subject JAMES EARL RAY

might have been involved inm the armed. robhcrr of the Altom, Illinois,
Bank which occurred im July, 1967, _

_5'7
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 UNEXOWN SUBJECTS (2);
BANK OF ALTON, ILLINOIS

July 13, 18967
ST, LOUIS FILE' 91-3877

The following investigation was couducted by SA CLETIB
B, BIDEWELIL at St. Louis. Missouri, on Iay 29, 1968:

BOB TYLER, Personnel Manager of Bardgett Printing and
Publishing Company, 2035 Delmar, advised after checking his records
that JOHN P, VELANTE obtained employment at his conceram through
Dismas House on April 5, 1967, and that his employment was terminated
on December 5, 1987, due to reduction in the work force. He stated
that VELANTI's work as a printing estimater was very satisfactory
and that he attended night achool during the period of his employment
to increase his efriciency in this capacity.

Mr, TYLER advised that the enployuent records for that
concern for July 13, 1967, reflect that VELANTI punched in for work
at 7:49 AM and punchad out for lunch at 11:59 AM, He punched back

in for work at 12:47 Pﬂ and punched out at the end of the day at
6:03 PM, .

It is noted that the“rohbery of the Bank or'Alton, Illinoim,
on July 13, 1967, was committed at 1:35 PM,

5¥
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May 14, 1968

JAMES (JIMMY) H, CARPENTER, former Niasouri
State Penitentiary (MSP) number 01761, presently residing
1817 Rutger Street, St. Louis, Missouri, was inte
on May 12, 1868, CARPENTER was born | lat
Jonesboro, Arkansas. On May 1, 1967, he was released on
parole from the NMSP, Jefferson City, Nissouri.

. On June 1, 1967, CARPENTER was arrested in
St. Louis, Missouri, on a charge of armed robbery and
although not convicted on this charge he remained in the
St. Louis City Jail for approximately nine IOnths botoro
being released at the time of his trial.

; Shortly attor his release from MSP caapxlr:a 5
advised he met subject JAMES EARL RAY on the street in the
1800 block of South 11th Street and conversed with him for
a few minutes. According to CARPENTER, this date would have
been around I;y 11, 1987, since he recalls he obtained employment
on that date in St. Lou:ll. At the time of this ﬁ.ut contact
subject RAY was wearing a mustache and mentioned the' fact that
he was "hot" and had to be careful. He was dressed in a
sweater and dark trousers and this visit with subject nA!
was very short.

CARPENTER recalled seeing RAY on anather occasion
on the street im the 1800 block of South llth Street three
or four days later. On this occasion he and subject RAY
had a beer together in a tavern believed to be located on the
west side of the street in the 1800 block. Subject RAY
stated he wam broke and CARPENTER loaned him $10. RAY
2lso mentioned he needed a "rod" to get hold of some money and
CARPENTER told him he was trying to go straight, had no
pistol, and would not try to got one. A
CARPE!T!R lentionod he saw RAY on one other occasion
two or three days later in approximately the same location.
At this time he, CARPENTER, was in an automobile and RAY was
on the street. He was of the opinion that RAY did not see i
him on this occasion. According to CARPENTER, although he does
not recall the exact words of the conversation he got the
impression from RAY that he was going to pull a holdup or
robbery of some kind in St. Louis to get some money and then
travel to the east side or somewhere in Illinois where he had

On
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friends or relatives, He stated these individuals were
not specifically mentioned but he got this impression
from conversing with subject RAY.

CARPENTER advimed subject RAY furnished no information
concerning where he was staying im St. Louls and made no
mention of amsociates or relatives with whom he might be
agssociated or living, CARPENTER stated he did not observe
RAY in company with any other individual on any of the
above-mentioned occasiona, He did state that RAY mentioned
in the conversation that he "walked out" of the MSP with .

a group of visitors from the outside. It was CARPENTER's
understanding that this was in connection with a ball'game
that had been played at the penitentiary and that the date, gpproxi-
S HEtEly,. RAY walked away was April 24, 1967, CARPENTER

was questioned apecifically concorning any information

he might have as to the identity of any individual amsisting
subject RAY in his escape and he stated he could furnish
no information whatever in this respect. He further stated
he has not seen subject RAY since around May 18, 1967, and
is not in possession of any information concerning his
possible vhercubouts since that time.

CARPENTER advigsed he rectlled subject RAY very well
from his association with him at the MSP. He described RAY
as a "lomer" who participated in gambling in the penitentiary.
He stated, however, that RAY spent &0 much of his time in
solitary confinement due to his attempts to escape that he
did not have much opportunity to participate in these activities.
He advised that he was as close to RAY as anyone in the
penitentiary and recalled that RAY took narcotics, and often
came to his, CARPENTER's, cell to converse and offer narcotics
to CARPENTER. With regard to RAY's closest associate at
MSP, CARPENTER advised that he was as close to RAY as any
innato He went on to state that based on this association
and his general knowledge of RAY it was hard for him to inagine
RAY being involved in the MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying. In-
this respect he stated he did not feel RAY would be motivated
by animosity toward Dr. KING and was not the type of individual
who would be trusted by people wanting to dispose of KING.
He knew of no comnnections that RAY had while in MSP which

leD
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would afford him access to information regarding a planned
agsassination of Dr. KING. It is CARPENTER's opinion

that if RAY made such connections he did so while on the
run subsequent to his eacape.

CARPENTER recalled an inmate at MSP known as
(first name unknown) COOLEY (phonetic) described as
white male, 45 years old at the present time, 6' tall,
150 pounds, slender build, black hair. He stated this
individual walked with a noticeeble limp, believed to be
in hig right leg, and that the right leg was curved out
noticeably, He advised that COOLEY was an inmate at MSP
on two separate occasions. He believes that COOLEY was
last released prior to 1960 wher subject RAY entered MSP,
COOLEY worked in the penitentiary kitchen, He described
COOLEY 28 & "fanatic”. CARPENTER could relate no specitic
circumstances on which he based his opinion that COOLEY
was a fanatic, or what COOLEY was fanatical about. CARPENTER
merely stated that COOLEY had "way out” ideas, and that he,
COOLEY, attempted to appear as an intellectual. He fécalled
that COOLEY read science and sex books continually. Inasmuch
as COOLEY's last release was prior to subject RAY's incar-
ceration at MSP, CARPENTER does not believe there was any"’
association between subject RAY and this COOLEY. CARPENTER
knows of no organization known ag COOLEY's orgenizetion or
any group headed by COOLEY .

During the interview CARPENTER mentioned an individual
known to him as JACK (last name unknown) who in May of 1967
was in charge of a rooming house at 1805 South 1llth Street.
CARPENTER met this individual while incarcerated in St. Louis
subsequent to his arrest on June 1, 1967. It was his recollection
that JACK (last name unknown) was arrested on June 2, 1987,
suspected of burglary of a tavern located near his residence
at 1805 South llth ' _

During conversation with JACK (last name unknown),
who was described as a white male, age 70, 6' tall, 200 pounds,
gray hair, subject RAY was discussed. Although JACK did not

specifically say so, CARPENTER got the impression that RAY
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was probably living with him or staying part-time with
him at 1805 South llth, He also recalled JACK mentioning
subject having a brother residing somewhere in the general
area. Although CARPENTER could not recall the brother's
name he thought it to be JOHN., JACK (last name unknown)
advised it was his understanding that subject RAY, who was
well known to him, was believed to have walked away tro-
the penitentiary following 2 ball game,

It was CARPENTER'S understanding that JACK (last
name unknown) had never done aay time in Missouri but had
spent approximately 29 years in penitentiarys in Illinois
on charges of safe cracking, robbery.and so forth, At the
time JACK was arrested in St. Louis on June 2, 1967, he was
extremely worried because his parole out of Illinois did
not expire for a period of two or. three more weeks.

CARPENTER stated that during his 1ncarceration
at MSP he "ran the store"™ for quite a period of tino._ He
is presently employed as a cook for JOHNNY CLAYTO at 'i8th
and Delmar Streets and plans to enter the St, Louis City -
Hospital in the near future for an eye operation toc remove
cataracts., About the time CARPENTER saw subject RAY in
St. Louis he was employed for a short period of time as
a cook in a cafeteria located in the Mart Building in St., Louis,

lod.
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Date June 24, 1968

JAMES (JIMNMY) H, CARPENTER was interviewed at the
Standard Service Station located on the southeast corner of
18th and Clark Streets where he spends most of his time., He
gtill resides at 1817 Rutger Street, St. Louis. He has made
arrangements to enter the St. Louis City Hospital, located on
Lafayette Street, in the near future to have an eye pperation
for the removal of cataructa.

With reterence to subject JAMES EARL RAY, ‘CARPENTER

reiterated information previously furnished in this matter,

He stated RAY walked away from the Missourl State Penitentiary
in the afternoon of April 23, 1967, and he, CARPENTER, was
released on May 1, 1967. Apnroxilately two weesks subsequent
to his release he visited briefly with subject RAY on South 1llth
Street in St. Louls 6n two different occasions. On.the second
-occasion he had & drink with RAY in =2 bar, name unrecalled, in
the 1800 block of South 1lth and he loaned RAY $10 since he
stated he was in need of money. RAY indicated he planned to
obtain a gun possibly in East St. Louis, Illinois, and make a
“score" in the near future, _

CARPENTER in his brief visits with RAY got the impression
RAY was living with some of his relatives not far from the 1800
block of South 11th, although RAY did not actually make a statement
to that effect. _

: CARPENTER stated that subject might have been residing
with JACK GAWRON, who resided in that area, but neither RAY

nor GAWRON ever made a definite statement 1nd1cat1n¢ that RAY
was living with GAWRON.

CARPENTER repeated information previously-furniahed
that although he considers himself one of subject RAY's closest
friends in the Missouri State Penitentiary, he neversheard him
make any statements either in the penitentiary or after his
escape that would link him in any way with the MARTIR LUTHER
KING slaying., He went on to state that he felt certain that 1f
RAY is involved it is through RAY's efforts to obtain money and
not through any idealistic feelings or hate feelings that he
might harbor.

CARPENTER exhibited a cooperative attitude and promised
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to call the St. Louis Federal Bureau of Investigation Office
immediately in the event he obtains any information which

mnight be of value in determining how subject RAY might have come
in possession 0of money he reportedly spert during the period
subsequent to his escipe from the Missouri State Penitentiary
and prior to his recent apprehension in lLondon, England.
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AT ST, 1QUIS, MISSOURI

The following investigation was conducted on
May 23, 1968, by SA ALBERT J, RUSHING:

Mrs. MARY L, GROSS, Chief Clerk, St. Louis City Jail,
exhibited a jail record reflecting the following information:

JAMES H, CARPENTER, 2312 Park, age 56, a laborer,

entered City Jail on June 5, 1967, on charges of carrying a
concealed weapon and robbery with a dangerous and deadly
weapon. On September 29, 1967, the charge of carrying & con-
cealed weapon was removed when CARPENTER was found not guilty
by a jury on that charge. On February 16, 1968, he was sen-
tenced to one year in the City Jail (jail time allowed). He
was released from City Jail by parole on March 1, 1968.
CARPENTER indicated his nearest relative was his wife LOIS,

¥rs. GROSS advised that the record referred to above
clearly reflects that CARPENTER was continuously incarcerated
from June 5, 1967, to March 1, 1968.

7%
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1 | Date _ May 22, 1968

JOSEPH H, MC COR¥ICK, 2115a Park, Apartment #5,
was ipterviewed at his place of employment, Bee Line Truck-
ing Company, 718 South 7th Street, St. Louils, Missouri.

MC COB!ICK furnished the folloving infornation.

He viewed photographs of subject JAIBS IABL RAY,
as depicted on Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer
442-A dated April 19, 1968. MC CORMICK advised that he did
not know this man, and had never heard anyone speak of him,

MC CORMICK at first denied having lived in the

1800 block of South 1llth Street, but later in the interview

did admit that he resided with one JIM RAMSEY at 1805 South
1ith Street, avproximately four months ago. He advised

that he and RAMSEY resided at this address for approximately
two months.

He stated that RAMSEY worked in a shipyard in
St. Louis in the vicinity of 8300 South Broadway. RAMSEY
is currently in Waldenberg, Arkansas, where he supposedly
has relatives. MC CORMICK advised that prior to moving to
the South 11th Street address he resided at 1910 Rutger.
In May of 1967, WMC CORXICK believes that he lived at 809
Allen rear. . .

.. MC. CORMICK advised that he 1s,acquainted-v1th

JACK GAWRON and that he used to work with GAWRON out of
Manpower, Incorporated, St. Louis, Missouri. He advised

that he last saw GAWRON that morming on the way to work. He
explained that GAWRON ie a good friend of his and he often
sees him both in the morning, prior to going to work, and

in the evening after work. NC CORMICK first denied ever

having heard GAWRON mention the name of JAMES EARL RAY, Later
in the interview, MC CORKICK advised that he had heard GAWRON
mention the name of RAY, GAWRON had advised him that RAY was
his "foster son.™ CAWRON also told him that he, GAWRON, and
RAY had "poked up” a couple of places., EGAWRON did not men-
tion when or where these holdups occurred, nor did he men-
tion the amount obtained. MC CORMICK recallod ‘that GAWRON
advised him that he bad seen subject, RAY, approximately six
weeks ago. MC COREMICK advised that he was unaware of the
location or circumstamnces of this meet.

On
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