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Memorandum

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (C) DATE: 10/1/75
SA EDWARD A. SHEA

MURKIN

331 D
one # 255=0583,
), came into the

On 9/18/75,
Lakemore Drive, Atlanta, Georgia, tele
a student at Georgia State Un1vers1ty (
Atlanta Office and talked to the writer.

Mr. VON NEWMAN, who appeared to be a sharp,
bright young man indicated he is currently a student at
GSU, Atlanta, Georgia, majoring in Physics and because of
his class schedule he only had a few minutes to talk to the
complaint agent.

then mentioned that back in the
EWMAN learned of a summer job
ilver Co and he was
or a sum of $3,000.00
an oral agreement and
agreed salary.

Spring of 1975, Mr. VO
opening at the
subsequently hired by
for the Summer of 1975. This
nothing was put in writing as

Mr. VON NEWMAN then started work for this company,
which lasted for three months and during this time Mr. VON

NEWMAN performed various functions for the company, including

handling their bookkeeping at various times. Mr. VON NEWMAN
learned during his brief period of employment that most of
the people connected with this company were members of the
John Birch Society. This company is set up to sell silver,
but it seemed strange to Mr. VON NEWMAN that the company
kept various films, literature, etc., dealing with the

Birch society, the making of booby traps, etc. In addition,
the company kept some ammunition and some weapons in a

back vault, reportedly for protection.

were strongly against the civil rights movement and belie

Most of the people affiliated with this company
Y?

it is a Socialist movement.
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AT 44-2386

Mr. VON NEWMAN ment3
people commected with the Great

ned the names of various
rican Silver Company,
SO

such as JERRY ADAMS HN NEL and a
Mr. JIM i ' 0, e company.
Mr. son, i k for the

company and Y\n addition, orked on the election cam-
paign for LARRY McDONALD who is a Bircher.

Mr. VON NEWMAN noted that the Great American
Silver Company seems to be involved in all kinds of
schemes, con jobs, etc., and have been in trouble with the
Securities and Exchange Commission and Georgia Tax people.
This company is in an insolvent state, but the company
officials live high, drive big cars, run up big entertain-
ment bills, floral bills, etc., even though the company
has little money. Mr. VON NEWMAN worked for the company
for three months and never received any salary and efforts
by him to céllect his $3,000 have been unsuccessful.

Mr. VON NEWMAN went on that he was giving the
above for informational purposes to show the nature of the
above company and its people and he intended to furnish the
above in more detail to Internal Revenue Service (IRS).

Mr. VON NEWMAN then went on to give some addi-
tional information which he indicated was the main purpose
of contacting the FBI. During this past summer of 1975,
Mr. VON NEWMAN, while he was working at the Great American
Silver Company, learned that members of the Atlanta Police
Department Intelligence Squad were coming out to the com-
pany to interview JERRY ADAMS. This interview was to try
to develop information about an alleged report received by
Commissioner REGINALD EAVES, Atlanta, Georgia, that new
evidence had been received about the killing of the Rev.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., being a conspiracy. This alleged
report had received considerable publicity by the Atlanta
news media and the Atlanta Police Intelligence Squad detec-
tives were checking out various aspects of this new evi-
dence, which included interviewing JERRY ADAMS. Prior to
the arrival of the Atlanta Police Intelligence Squad detec-
tives to interview JERRY ADAMS, ADAMS took down all his
marksmanship medals which he had on display in his office
as ADAMS felt the police might attach some significance to
medals of this type if they saw them inasmuch as they were
investigating the shooting of Rev. KING.
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AT 44-2386

Mr. VON NEWMAN was advised by the writer that
his information would be made a matter of record in the
Atlanta files and he was thanked for his interest in con-
tacting the FBI regarding this matter.

No action - index names underscored.
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10/7/78
o SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
From: Pirector, FBI (44-33861)
MURKIN __ SV

RaMEairtel 3/37/75, advising that Pederal process
was still ocutstanding ia U. 8. District Court, Birmingham.
The Birminghan Office has advised that the Federal process
was dismissed 13/2/71.

The Birninghan Office should submit LEM
appropriately showiag this dismissal for dissemimation
to the Civil Rights Division which has already been
arally advised. Issure your files show the correct
informmtion on this aspect,

Q’-— SAC, Atlanta (IX¥O)
1 - SAC, Bivmingham (INFO)
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

‘I'Wo civil rights acitivists
said Friday they will offi-

- cially call for reopening the

investigation into the 1968

. assassination of Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr. with a na-

tional demonstration at the

l;w:xte House on Thanksgwmg
Y.

Dr. Ralph David Abernathy,

* president of the Southern
. Christian Leadership Confer-
.} ence, and 2omedian-turned-
“l civil rights activist Dick
3 -Gregory said they were call-
3| ing for the new probe due to
%] their “shock and outrage” at
recent disclosurss by the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee
“regarding the harassment,
illegal wiretapping, surveils
‘jance and other intolerabl:f

hetions perpetuated by thp
: against ‘the late Di

practiced Dby

distinguished citizens,” they
tald in a prepared statement.

" ‘Gregory and Abernatby

* Hartsfield International Air-
* port Friday evening minutes
ington where they said they
ludets about new informa-
.- tion Ll Tee

. garding the assasmatin of the
. late civil rights leader.

. yolved photographs of a man

- up after the assassina-
: fmmmmmm

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

“Tle bas been working in"

“The . dxsclosures ‘brought
out by that committee clearly :
indicate that violence was'
this agency
against one of America’s most :

he]d a press conference at

after both arrived from Wash-
. had talked with congressional

Part of that information In-
" Abernathy and: Gregory iden-

tified as = “Frenchie” or
“Raoul”andwhotheysa:d
resembles a man

!s Abernathy 'said that | {
;jble connection indicates the
{was some kind of master
iispiracy to assassinate Joh

Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, '
r Malcolm X and - Medger

Evers, as well as King.

The civil rights actmsts
-said they also want the Jus-
- tice department.{o investigate’
statements by Robert Watson,

who has told authorities he
overheard several - men - ih
Atlanta discussing ‘a plot to°
‘kill King. Gregory said he
fears for -the life of Watson,
whe is serving a prison sen-
tencaonadmgconvxctlonat :
Ashland, Ky. " ) s

- State Rep ‘Hosea Wilham
president of the Atlanta chap-
ter of the SCLC, also ap-

ed at the press confer-
Gnce.
Williams said that' althon

divil rights movement. f
many years, recently he
been the subject of more hat :
assment. than ever before for
bis efforts’ to get the King
assassination probe reopened.
“I've been in the civil rights
movement for 18 years. But
since working with Mr.
Gregery to uncover this infor-
mation and to pursue the ac-
tivities surrounding Dr. King’s
assassination, the harassment
has mcreawd manyfold.” u
¢ ‘g 5N
. Also Fnday, the: Rev Jesse
L. Jackson, president of the
Chncago-based People United
to. Save Humanity (PUSH)
and a former associate of the
slain civil rights leader, called
for a reopening of the King .
assassination investigation,
Speaking at a news confer-
ence in New York, Jackson
referred to the recent disclo-
sure before the Senate’ Intelli-
Coinmittee of 'a. letter

"Jackson conceded ‘that Ke
idence was ci

tin|
smcitﬁg%‘r ace public expo-
sure and embarrassment—
“implicated the intelllgenee
agencies, ..
“This, thea, is’ one ‘more in
a series of concrete revela-
tions which reconfirm and
give credence fo -our, and
others’, belief that the FBI
and the CIA were involved in
the assassinations of Dr. King,
President John F. Kennedy,
Robert Kennedy and Malcolm

Abemath told-a news confer- |
ence t.lnaty former Vice Presi-
dent Agnew and the late FBI |
- director, J. Edgar Hoover, ex-
changed memos “in 1968 .
agreeing that’ Abernathy was’
“one of the most dangerous of
“all black leaders and slwuld'
be silenced.” - - e

- Abernathy said he’ was
showp the memos when Sen-
ate Intelligence Commiee}
investigators interviewed him/
latweekend.

‘ / - Zorox copief
8] f'lgl"lﬂl g@’i’b B re%}l.

t said the -letter—whi

g reportedly interp
that he

Sy »(»"b 'ﬁl
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FD-350 {(Kev, 7-16-63)

L AR i i e,

'SEES CONSPIRACY

. “By VALERIE PRICE 1‘1
The widow of Dr. Marti|
~‘Luther King Jr. said Thursday
she believes investigations of
her husband’s assassination—
which she said apparently was
the result of a “government
conspiracy”—should- be re-
opened’
And Dr. Ralph David Aber-
‘hathy, King’s successor as
‘head of the Southern Christian |
adership Conference |
CLC), called for a new'
investigation of the King
assassination, to be conducted
by “a committee of distin-|
guished American citizens and !
_private investigators.” ,i
Abernathy and .comedian-
turned-civil rights activist
Dick Gregory led a demont
stration at the White Hous2
Thursday calling for a rer
newed investigation ‘intd
King’s death in 1968 at the
hands of a sniper in Memphis,
Tenn.

-

-

W

civil rights leader have been
pressing for a new investiga-
tion in the wake of disclosures
before the Senate Intelligence

~Committee of efforts by the
. sinations of others, from the

- FBI to discredit King. ,
¢ - And during a press confer-
ence Wednesday, President
:Ford endorsed planned re-
views of the investigations of
“the assassinations of both
King and President John F,
Kennedy. po x
- Mrs. Coretta” Scott King, °
who made her statements in
Nairobi, Kenya, said she doe- !
tpt have the basic facts tq
sppport her contention that
hpr husband’s death was
/ used by a government con;
i spiracy. . :

. a threat to the system

Clcse associates of the late T
. rpvidence” Trom recent p, ;
ibf the FBI and CIA indicate

Space Below)

‘Probe Pushed
By Mrs. King

“l But, she said, “ihe wayAhe"

' twas documented and followed

iaround by (the late FBI
|Director J. Edgar) Hoover
;and the CIA when he was
abroad, it would have to have

been attached to the forces of -

our government that felt was
as it
existed.” - e

Mrs. King said she was en-’
couraged by Ford's state-’
ments Wednesday that he
abhorred the reported FBI
harassment of King and that
he would consult with US.
Atty. Gen, Edward H. Levi on”
what .action should be taken
_against those to blame.

Levi Wednesday announced
plans to-exiamine the original
FBI investigation of the King
killing because of the Senate
disclosures. Levi emphasized,

(Mount Clipping in

PR
4

lowever, that the reexamina- .

tion of the FBI file should not
Ef considered a reopening of
¢ investigaition. "
“New evidence, confirmed:

i
R T .00 = S BRI | I

{the need for “further investi-
Hatxon into the death of my
usband as well as the assas-

Kennedys on,” Mrs. King said.

Also indicating approval of -

a new look at the King slay-
ing was an attorney for

James Earl Ray, King's con-
{ fessed murderer who now is
i serving a life sentence for the

assassination.
Robert Livingston
new look at the case would
prove that
of the murder and was set up
by the real killers. v el

“Mr. Ray did not Kl IV

sald @
Ray ‘was innocent

.

* Rep.

" was shot while sianding on a:,
“'motel balcony in Memphis. -

" cerns_Abernathy and state .

" FBI to investigate itself,” J
_leader said a panel of “distin-

Andrew  Young,
accompanying Mrs. King or

er three-nation African %
your, called the reexamination}:
“a good move on the part ofs
the attorney general.” L

Young predicted that such a
review will show that Ray
had help the afternoon King-

Just who will conduct the ]
new investigation is what con-

Rep. Hosea Williams. :
“] would never trust the:]

Abernathy said. The SCLC-

guished American citizens,”
both ‘white and black, along'

'with private investigators, 1’

should report its findings on~
the incident .directly to. the
President. SR
Abernathy added that he
believes  the FBI withheld
information about the King
murder and that a second
investigation will discredit the
organization. : o
Williams was more em-
phatic in his criticism of the
bureau. Allowing the FBI to
handle the new probe would?
se “just like allowing a hun-
ry dog to watch the meat};
}ouse," he :

+1 .
said, . liad
[ FARU RIS J

eriex’ 00pibp maie:
tnel sont hrrenn:
. * v * . 8
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" Coretta

The timing was quite coincidental.

-} The headlines that morning told of the |
- | FBI's anonymous letter to the late Dr. |
-“Martin  Luther

King Jr. and his

wife, a letter
- seeming to sug-
. -gest that King

commit - suicide
. rather .than ac-

cept the Nobel

foll of threats of

how he would

graced. ~  And W
there, at noon on the same day, there
was Coretia Scott King, the widow of
the slain civil rights leader, holding a -
£ news conference.
| - But the news conference was not
~| about the FBI or the vicious, cow-
{ atdly, unsigned letter. No, in’ fact,
~ Mrs. King issued a small statement at
. the beginning, saying firmly that she
would have no comment on such mat-
ters until all the investigations ard

¥ complete. = P
| “But she is not dumb, this handsome |
| thoughtful woman who has seen sq
tmuch of the South’s and the nation’s
history at close hand, both the suffer- -.
ing and the triumphs. She knows the
gations about her late husband’s
personal life are scurrilous and nasty
and unpleasant. . .
~ Yet she goes on with the already-
" ‘gcheduled press conference about
. other matters, calm and co
. and wanting to talk about them. She
. talks some about plans for the King
~ Center and about her late husband,
but mostly the topic is full employ-
" “ment in the nation. Mrs. King is cur-
" rently co-chairperson for the Full Em-
ployment Action Council, a group
pressing for such a national policy. Its
board of directors includes some dis-
tinguished names: Leonard Woodcock
of the United Auto Workers, LW. Abel.

~"1Jordan of the National Urban League,
* |Peter McColough, chairman of thei
. Xerox _Corporation, Los Angeless

4\ . _’, L LS A
D350 (Rev. 7,16-69)

K

.

o (Mount Clipping in Space Below)

ing and the
BI Letter

Wit

®

} | Mayor Thomas Bradley (also, inter-#

: estingly, former Georgia Gov. Jimmy *
4 Carter and LaDonna Harris, wife of |
former Sen. Fred Harris). - = - |
“J think jobs will come to be seen

as a basic right, just as voting rights
and public accommodations have
come to be seen as basic,” says Mrs.

King. . Lo X
A little leaflet printed by the Full
Employment Action Council "begins -
with a quote from President Harry -
Truman, just after he signed the Em-
ployment Act of 1946. “Full employ-
- ‘ment means more than jobs...it values
ends as well as means; it values lei-

sure as well as work; it values self-

development as weil as dedication to
a common purpose; it values individ-
ual as well as group cooperation. Full
employment means more than jobs...it
qneans maximum opportunity under
he American system of responsible
{reedom,” said Truman. ‘
i The echoes intrigue. J. Edgar
oover was director of the FBI in _
1946 when Truman made those com-]

| " ments. He was stil director nearly 20

years later when the scurrilous,
threatening anonymous letter wasg
“mailed by the FBI to King. Mrs. King
has to hurry a bit at the end ofthe
news conference; she must catch a.
plane that afternoon to begin & three-
nation visit to Africa, including the
dedication in one .country of a US.
Information Agency facility named
after her late husband. A few days
later there is an Associated Press .
story from Kenya quoting Mrs. King
suggesting that the investigation. of
_ her late husband’s death be reopened
in the context of CIA and FBI revela-
tions. “I have always felt there was
more to it than came out. I also felt
somehow in the long run of history it
would be revealed—just what did hap-
. pen,” she said. e
" She has seen a long run of history in -
‘ a strong and remarkable woman who
i has lived through a great deal without |
& slipping into the twin traps of self-pity |
-and personal bitterness. . = ..

\olthe United Steelworkers, Vernon® r‘ her own life, has Coretta King, She is

C ke

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Page 4-2
THE
JATLANTA COISTITUTION
Atlanta, Georgia

pate: 11-2G-75
edteniforning

Author: Editorial )
Editer: Hg] Gulliver

gue: MURKT]
ar ”
ﬁd ox Copi(-‘;, mrlge

™

<+ 32nt Svsau.

Character: (O} - SR PS
or - '33%
Classification: Ll')“l‘ _2 ”‘ o

Submitting Office: i’LIL I\HT&:"’:" .

[ Being Investigated

JEARCHED INDEX —1
ERIALIZED FILEDE:K'_:__ e

DEC2 1975

i ¢m = ATLANTA




(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

)

[}
K

. Ay ag oty
v} ST
4 P
R TR
S
LAY ‘.
; )

‘ ewI "‘I“"' y

FOL RIS ey e L e
PR N

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Paze L=l

T
14l

4 pow?qneuﬁom about the assas- :
snationof e clvil ightslader Apell 2l (006 10 the oignel FRY _ATLATTY COUBTITUTIC.

‘ td . - B oo ', R I T . . , ‘ :'" e )

f L ‘ = sorio- The other major reason Is that Atlanta, Georgia

i Increasing support for & congres-  gporg pave always been.

:sional investigation was evidenced doubts by many whether James Earl

recent.calls by Democratic leaders in Ray, who pled guilty to shooting King, —_—

;the-Senate and House for congres-  aeieq alone in assassinating the Nobel

slonal inquiries into the tragedy. Peace Prize winner. mad
. i Democratic whip Robert C. Byrd, - ' There was some belief that a i —

'D-W.Va, urged the Senate intelli- . -spiracy was involved, but the

igence committee to conduct & ‘concluded Ray acted alone. Ray,
fiavesigation of Kings death, And  ppcniencad to 9, years, laer tred

: . h. And . ¥ wever, . —_

1'%’ Burton, D.-Calif.,, chair- « - hinted that others were involved.
- iman of the House Democratic Caucus, * There have also been doubts raised : :

the' House judiciary committee -~ about how Ray could have eluded the- : :

'should conduct an investigation be- rhce in this nation and Canada bé- — N
'to discredit King before his death. come from? _ &
" That Is one of two major reasons = More than likely, a congressional

‘why there should be a congressional investigation of King's assassination

invuﬂption of King's assassination. will confirm the FBI's investigation.

No one has turned up evidence that. The FBI, except for some recent, Date: {0575

the FBI did not conduct a thorough  well-documented slips, is an outstand- * 12-5-75

‘and unbiased investigation of the .~ ing tion. But the tremendous - Edition: | jopi1ing
levent. But recent disclosures have { accomplishments of Dr. King in his 3§ Author: Ta<torial

{!shown that the FBI, prodded by its \ " years of life demand that there Editors ~-}ﬂl Gullive 1
| director, the late J. Edgar Hoover, | absolutely no unanswered questions s U; iwver
\conducted illegal wiretaps and har-  about the way he died. 3 Title: T JIITL <
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16355 A URGEST 1-5-75 Lili

108 DIRECIOR (44-38861)

FROM:  AILANIA (44-2356) ) |
AIIEWIION: GENZRAL IWiSiIGAIIVE DIVISION,
CIVIL RIGHTS 5:CIION, ROUH 5136, JEH.

MURKIN. | | | |

 RE AILAwWiA TELCALL TO THE BURZAU, JANJARY 5, 1976. f

0§ JANUARY 4, 1976, L0 ONW POWELL , WHITE MALE, CONTACTED

ATLANIA OrFIce OF THE FsI ADVISIGG
THe SuBJECD WMALIER,.:
DURIWe PeRSOWAL INIERVIcW wlld POWELL, HE ADVISED THAT

. , | ’ ,
DURIAG LATe OCIUBER OR EARLY NuVidooR, 1967, DATE UNKNQWN, DURING

AKA "SAUTGJN PUWBLL™, A wdlie wabi, WeRe HAVING A DRINK I

CPLTE'S BAR Al ACRELAM AND COwFeowRAle AVEWURS, ATLANTA, GENRGIA,

F

HUWRED TWEWLY FOUNUIS, COUNIRY AWO <ESIcAw SINGER, EMRLGYEE OF
THe AILAWiA SAWITAIION UEPARIdzsl, WhO ASKeD IF THEY WOULD BE

INCERESIED IN MAKING $50,606. DUKING THE POWELL BROITHERS CON-
vaRSA:iom WITH GODREY, IT WAS DElERAINED THAT Go§;£¥ wouLb PUT

END PAGE Cimae.
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SEVEW YEARS Aws DO0&S NOI KNOW GUURLY's LOCATIGK. THE ONLY OTHER

_ BAR, BUT wWeveR cWNibReD THE CONVERSALION BeTwee RALPH (LNU) AND

ACIUALLY 5AID THAT THE WONEY BZING OFF:RED 10 THEM‘WAS'TO;RILLi"k’
MARTIN LUTHER KI0G. o - , R
| REITHER HE NOR HIS BROIHERS 0B5ERVED HOW RALPH (LNU) CAUE OR.
LEFT THE BAR. THEY HAVE NOI Stci RALPA (L) SINCe THAT DATE.

Ak nAS NOI Bekbw IN CONIACT wlin RAY GO%FEY IN APPROXIMATELY

IMIVIDUALS AWARE OF de AND #IS BK

HeR'S MELTING WITH RALPH -

L W) ARE HI5 FORMER WIFe, ANNIL LOIY COMWPOS, WHITE FEMALE OF

AILANIA AND PEJE DAVIS, WHITE MaLe, QWAER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND

UIS BROIHER TALKN WITH RALPA @ 6U). >

RIS WIre HAS FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGe OF THE MATTER, SHE IS
\AWQRE OF THe FACIS ASNIE DESCRIo:w THel 1O HER. |

PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY ObSiRveD nALPA QM) ENIER AND EXIT HIS

THEMSELVES, = | - |
AT1AER vic NOR HIS BROIeR weRe IWVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF

WARTIW LulneR KING, JR. BECAUS. Ink yrOLE SITUAIION, AS DESCRIBED

ABOVE ," "SCARED US".. HE 15 WILLING (0 IAK: A POLYGRAPH IN THIS

£6D PAGE THREE. .
\
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'PAGE FOUR (44-2386)
WATTER. | N o e
He HAS WAITED NINE YEARS 10 CONiACI Thz ‘FBI TN [HIS MATTER
BECAUSE HE REUZMILY OBSERVED A GOCUMEN:ARY ON TELEVISION WHICH
DISTURBLD HIS CONSCIEWCE AND re Fili THAI HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS
INFURGATION 10 THe F8I. . : | e
 POWELL STATED THAT THe REASON He BALIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER
‘WERE CONIACTED BY GODREY 15 buCAuse HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL -
SERVED FIVe YLARS FOR ARMED RUBS:RY AND, AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS
BXOTHIR RAD A REPUTAIION FOR 5210G AN £APERT WITH A SHOTGUN.
POWELL STATED AIS BROTHER, AT TAAL 11z, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SHUTGU & BECAUSE , "HE HAS AN IWFZRIORIIY COWPLEX"™.
REQU:ST OF THE BUREAU. CUNIACI iHE DEPARTHMENT TO DETERMINE
IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCoRUING T ASOVE INFORMATION 151,
DESIRED AT TAIS ilk. |
Ewb . )

RSP FBIAG
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

Date: 1/5/76

PLAINTEXT

Transmit the following in
: (Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT

{Precedence)

TO : DIRECTOR (44-38861) /0% KSP
FROM:  ATLANTA (P)

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION,
CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOM 5136, JEH.
MURKIN.

RE ATLANTA TELCALL TO THE BUR s, JANUARY 5, 1976,

ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON OQWEN POWELL, WHITE MALE, CONTACTED
ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING HE HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE SUBJECT MATTER. | : |

DURING PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH POWELL, HE ADVISED THAT
DURING LATE OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWN, DURING
THE LATER AFTERNOON'HOURS, HE AND'HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE ELL, JR.,
AXA “SHOTGUN POWELL", A WHITE MALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK IN
PETE'S BAR AT MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE AVENUES, ATLANTA, GEORGIA,
WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEND RA d‘EY, A WHITE
MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TWO
HUNDRED TWENTY POUNDS, COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER, EMPLOYEE OF
THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMENT, WHO ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE

INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000. DURING THE POWELL BROTHERS CON-

VERSATION WITH GODREY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT GODREY WOULD PUT

D clawtle? - 2 36¢- 73 9F
(”"{'-. anta -
i S 9 ol % i

Appsd P

Dow
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Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

( Precedence{

I

)

|

!

I

i

Date: |
. I
{

1

!

I

!

|

|

PAGE TWO (44-2386)

THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM TO MURDER
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN
THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE OONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED i

WITH GODREY.

APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY, THE ‘
POWELL BROTHERS WERE AGAIN DRINKING IN PETE'S BAR, EXACT DATE
UNKNOWN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM, WHEN THEY WERE AP-
PROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH (LNU), WHITE MALE, HEAVY-
SET, SIX FOOT ONE INCH TO TWO INCH, NO ACCENT, WELL-GROOMED,
LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, DESCRIBED AS "LAWYER-TIPE", WHO WAS
IN POSSESSION OF A BRIEFCASE. RALPH (LNU) APPROACHED THE POWELL
BROTHERS, PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, "I GUESS YOU
KNOWSWHY I'M HERE". THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT
WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING,WHAT
HE SAID WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, "IF
YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS
MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED". "SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH
THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH
TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I

CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU".. NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH

END PAGE TWU,

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FBl

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

{Precedence)

' PAGE THREE (L4-2386)

CLOSED HIS BRIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH NEVER
ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO KILL
MARTIN LUTHER KING. |

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHERS OBSERVED HOW RALPH (LNU) CAME OR
LEFT THE BAR. THEY HAVE NOT SEEN RALPH (LNU) SINCE THAT DATE.

HE HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY GODREY IN APPROXIMATELY
SEVEN YEARS AND DOES NOT KNOW GODREY'S LOCATION. THE ONLY OTHER

INDIVIDUALS AWARE OF HE AND HIS BROTHER'S M ING WITH RALPH

MPOS, WHITE FEMALE OF

f  OWNER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND
HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH (LNU). |

HIS WIFE HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER, SHE IS
AWARE OF THE FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEM TO HER.

PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY OBSERVED RALPH (LNU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS
BAR, BUT NEVER ENTERED THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN RALPH (LNU) AND
THEMSELVES .

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRIBED
ABOVE, "SCARED US"., HE IS WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS
END PAGE THREE. -
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Transmit the following in

»

FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

{Precedence)

PAGE FOUR (44-2386)
MATTER.

HE HAS WAITED NINE YEARS TO CONTACT THE FBI IN THIS MATTER
BECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION WHICH
DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS
INFORMATION TO THE FBI. _ | \

POWELL STATED THAT THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER
WERE CONTACTED BY GODREY IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL
SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND, AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS
BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN.
POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT;TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SHOTGUN BECAUSE, "HE HAS AN INFERIORITY COMPLEX".

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE
IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS
DESIRED AT THFSTIME.

END. |

Approved: — Sent M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(Precedence)

i

Date: 1 / 5 / 76 |

|

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT !
: (Type in plaintext or code) 1|
TELETYPE URGENT !

I

|

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) /’% /esp

il Silrse 2T AEe]
FROM; ATLANTA (EE;EEEEAJ(P) ~1”qw7dbe C;ézCAénu&bs

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION,
CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOM 5136, JEH.
MURKIN.
RE ATLANTA TELCALL TO THE BUR s JANUARY 5, 1976.
ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON OWEN POWELL, WHITE MALE, CQNTACTED:
ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING HE HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING -
THE SUBJECT MATTER.

DURING PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH POWELL, HE ADVISED THAT

DURING LATE OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWN, DURING"

THE LATER AFTERNOON‘HOURS, HE‘AND‘HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE ELL, JR.,

AXKA "SHOTGUN POWELL", A WHITE MALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK IN

PETE'S BAR AT MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE AVENUES, ATLANTA, GEORGIA,

WHEN.THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEND RA ﬂ‘EY, A WHITE

- MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TWO

HUNDRED TWENTY POUNDS, COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER, EMPLOYEE OF
THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMENT, WHO ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE
INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000. DURING THE POWELL BROTHERS CON-

£
VERSATION WITH GODREY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT Go%r:EY WOULD PUT
END PAGE ONE. . C/Y -

3¢¢- 739

Ap

1/~ Atlanta Z
I YV 0Bk . o

./
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)
PAGE TWO (44-2386)
THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM TO MURDER
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN
THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE CONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED
WITH GODREY.

£ |
APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY, THE .

POWELL BROTHERS WERE AGAIN DRINKING IN-PETE'S BAR, EXACT DATE
UNKNOWN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM, WHEN THEY WERE AP-:
PROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH (LNU), WHITE MALE, HEAVY- -
SET, SIX FOOT ONE INCH TO TWO INCﬁ,'NO ACCENT, WELL-GROOMED, .
LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, DESCRIBED AS “LAWYER-TIPE", WHO WAS
IN POSSESSION OF A BRIEFCASE; RA#PH (LNU) APPROACHED THE POWELL
BROTHERS, PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THé TABLE AND SAID, "I GUESS YOU
KNOWIWHY I'M HERE". THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT
WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING. WHAT

HE SAID WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, "IF

YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS

MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED". "SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH
THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH
TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I

CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH

END PAGE TWO,

Approved: Sent M  Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI |
|
Date: I

|

|

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

{Precedence/

PAGE THREE (44-2386)

CLOSED HIS BRIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH NEVER
ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO KILL
MARTIN LUTHER KING.

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHERS OBSERVED HOW-RALPH (LNU) CAME OR | i
LEFT THE BAR. THEY HAVE NOT SEEN RALPH (LNU) SINCE THAT DATE. ‘

HE HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY GOégEY IN APPROXIMATELY ;
SEVEN YEARS AND DOES NOT KNOW GOé;ﬁ&‘S LOCATION. THE ONLY OTHER |

INDIVIDUALS AWARE OF HE AND HIS BROTHER'S MEBTING WITH RALPH l

(LNU) ARE HIS FORMERAIFE, ANNIE LOIS#0MPOS, WHITE FEMALE OF

ATLANTA AND PETEADAVIS, WHITE MALE, OWNER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND E
HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH (LNU).

HIS WIFE HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER, SHE IS
AWARE OF THE FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEM TO HER.
PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY OBSERVED RALPH (LNU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS ]
BAR, BUT NEVER ENTERED THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN RALPH (LNU) AND
THEMSELVES.

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRIBED
ABOVE; "SCARED US". HE IS WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS

END PAGE THREE.
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Transmit the following in ' - _ —
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

PAGE FOUR (44-2386)
MATTER.

HE HAS WAI&‘ED NINE YEARS TO CONTACT THE FBI IN THiS MATTER
VBECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION WHICH

DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS

INFORMATION TO THE FBI.
POWELL STATED THAT THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER
WERE CONTACTED BY GODREY IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL
SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND, AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS
 BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN.

POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SHOTGUN BECAUSE, "HE HAS AN INFERIORITY COMPLEX". i

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE
IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS |
DESIRED AT THESTIME. g
END.

Approved: — Sent M  Per
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: Date: 1/5/76 |
PLAINTEXT '

Transmit the following in

(T'ype in plaintext or code)
Via _TELETYPE URGENT
(Precedence)

FROM; ATLANTA a14~2386) (P)

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION,
 CTVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOM 5136, JEH.

MURKIN.

RE ATLANTA TELCALL TO THE BURE

R R S T T e,

t , JANUARY 5, 1976,
~ OoN JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON QN POWELL,, WHITE MALE, CONTACTED
ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING HE HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING
'THE SUBJECT MATTER.
DURING PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH POWELL, HE ADVISED THAT

DURING LATE OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWN, DURING

.| THE LATER AFTERNOON HOURS, HE AND HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE WYELL, JR.,
- | AKA "SHOTGUN POWELL", A WHITE MALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK IN |

PETE'S BAR AT MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE AVENUES, ATLANTA, GEORGIA,

WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEND RA 5Y, A WHITE
»MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TWO
HUNDRED TWENTY POUNDS, COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER, EMPLOYEE OF
THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMENT, WHO ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE

INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000.- DURING THE POWELL BROTHERS CON-

jVERSATI@N'Vﬁﬂ GODREY IT WAS DETERMINED THAT GODREY WOULD PUT

%iﬁﬁn‘aﬁ?’ S Y= 236¢- g3 Y
A,,na?aﬁar 33 0/) son L ")/ [T _Cm___.

Special Agent in Charge
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Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence) —~

| PaeGE TWO (4¥-2386) o
THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD, PAY THEM TO MURDER
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN
THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE CONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED
WITH GODREY. |

APPROXTIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY, THE
POWELL BROTHERS WERE AGATN DRINKING IN PETE'S BAR, EXACT DATE
UNKNOWN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM, WHEN THEY WERE AP-
gROACHEb BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH (LNU), WHITE MALE, HEAVY-
SET, SIX FOOT ONE INCH TO TWO INCH, NO ACCENT, WELL-GROOMED,
LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, DESCRIBED AS "LAWYER-TYPE", WHO WAS
IN POSSESSTON OF A BRIEFCASE. RALPH (LNU) APPROACHED THE POWELL
BROTHERS, PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, "I GUESS YOU
KNOW WHY T'M HERE". THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT
WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING WHAT
HE SATD WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, "IF
YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS
MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED", “SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH
THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH
TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I

CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH

rND PAGE TWU.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE (44-2386)
CLOSED HIS BRIEFCASE AND LEPT. POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH NEVER
ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO KILL
MARTIN LUTHER KING.

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHERS OBSERVED HOW RALPH (LNU) CAME OR
LEFT4THE‘§AR;v THEY HAVE NOT SEEN RALPH (LNU) SINCE THAT DATE.

HE HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY GODREY IN APPROXIMATELY
SEVEN YEARS AND DOES NOT KNOW GODREY'S LOCATION. THE ONLY OTHER
ING WITH RALPH

INDIVIDUALS AWARE OF HE AND HIS BROTHER'S ME
(LNU) ARE HIS FORMEGAIFE, ANNIE LOI POS, WHITE FEMALE OF

ATLANTA AND PETE/DAVIS, WHITE MALF, OWNER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND

HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH (LNU).
HIS WIFE HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER, SHE IS
AWARE, CF.THE'FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEM TO HER.

. PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY OBSERVED RALPH (LNU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS
BAR, BUT NEVER ENTERED THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN RALPH (LNU) AND
THEMSELVES .

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRTBED
ABOVE, -"SCARED US". HE IS WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS
END PAGE THREE.

Approved: ] : ‘Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOUR (44-2386)
MATTER,
~ HE HAS WAIiED NINE YEARS TO CONTACT THE FBI IN THIS MATTER
" BECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DCCUMENTARY'ON TELEVISION WHICH
DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS
INFORMATION TO THE FBI. |
: POWELL STATED THAT THE REASON HE BELTEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER
WERE CONTACTED BY: GODREY IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL
SERVED PIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND, AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS
- BROTHER HAD A REPU&ATION'FoR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN.
- POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
VSﬁOTGUN BECAUSE, "HE HAS AN INFERIORITY COMPLEX",
" REQUEST OF THE BUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE
IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONGERNING THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS
DESIRED AT THfSTIME. |

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 L
MAY 1962 EDITION TR
GSA FPMR (4 CPR) 101118

- - . UNITED STATES G\._-ERNMENT —

Memorandum
g0  : SAC Atlanta (L4-2386) pame: 1/4/76

FROM © 5pCc Robert L. McKay

SUBJECT: MURKIN

At 2:19 AM January 4,1976 writer was telephonically
contacted by an unidentified white male who advised that
he had information about the killing of Martin Luther King,Jr.
The caller advised that in November of 1967 he and his
brother were offered $25,000,00 cash by two males in "PETE'S
PLACE" on Moreland Avenue in Atlanta, Ga.,for killing KING,
The caller advised that he wanted to see an agent as soon
as possible to relate the facts of this offer and to
identify the principals in the transaction.

The caller advised that his telephone number was
289~1545 and his address. . 3841 Austin Dr., Decatur, Ga.
The caller refused to give his name or to discuss the
matter further over the telephone. .

Supervisor BERRY advised of the above 3:40 AM 1/4/76.

Indices negative re address and telephone number,

Atlanta city and suburban Criss~Cross directories
negative.,

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan N
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FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL PORM NO. 10 -

AY 1962 KDITION -

~88A PPMR (41 CPR) 101118

UNITED STATES GbL-vERNMENT —

Memorandum

. SAC Atlanta (44-2386) o parg:  1/4/76

* SPC Robert L. McKay

MURKIN

At 2:19 AM January 4 1976 writer was telephonlcally
contacted by an unldentlfled white male who advised that
he had information about the killing of Martin Luther King,Jr.
The caller advised that in November of 1967 he and his
brother were offered $25,000,00 cash by two males in "PETE'S
PLACE" on Moreland Avenue in Atlanta, Ga.,for killing KING.
The caller advised that he wanted to see an agent as soon
as possible to relate the facts of this offer and to
identify the principals in the transaction.

The caller advised that his telephone number was
289~1545 and his address. 3841 Austin Dr., Decatur, Ga.,
The caller refused to give ‘his name or to discuss the
matter further over the telephone.

Supervisor BERRY advised of the above 3:40 AM 1/4/76.

Indices negative re address and telephone number,

Atlanta city and suburban Criss=Cross directories
negative,

g/w;:sﬂ INE :

GIitiak

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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’TO ATLANTA c44~asss>
anm n:nacrow (44~38861)”

"fnvnxxn
‘REATTEL aauuaav 5. 1976

EWON LEON OWB& PQ@ LL.. HANDLE THROUGH FACIAL\IDENTIFICATIO&

'CATALoe AS sgr FORTH zv FB;VHANDBGOK,\

(JO'ECI'I)'»‘TKJ‘Y DIRECTLY WITH EXHIBITS SVCTIOM

DETERMINE PRESENT WHEQEABOUTS INCLUD!&G RESIDENCE

i

AND EMPLOYMENT oF RAY GODFREY. can STATED. co FRFY sqouLn 7L"f;,,':‘f  i
_wor ee I"TERVIEWED T THIS szz. E

RN
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| \1, : B .v.l ; FE

S DETERMINE ALL PLACES wusav CLnunE POWELL REPORTEBLY e
- Ivcapczaarr TC DETERMINE xr EVER INCARCERATED w:rn JAmFa‘EgRL

ffmvgh' o “,“,i'i. el B e
:,i,, “HANDLE va Ann:rzowaL oszaus AND:LOGICAL LEAD: DEVELOPED e
‘QESUcH AS THE INTFRVIEW or AWY ABDIILOMAL w:rw;ssxs UEVELOPFD e

f''*‘f"“'."]zmz;'mrzcwm. LEAD, PROMPTLY CONTACT FBIHQUJ L
,1@3,"CRD WILL MAXE A n?rgamzualzov RE Paovxsxna Lsou owwm FOVELL.
lf‘wITM PQLYGRAPH UPow COMPLETIGN nF ABOVE INUESTI&ATIOM.»J]ip;{‘ﬁ{”
* ,‘]/ IMMEDIATELY coNRUCT THIS INVLSTISATION AND SUTEL SUMMaRY '
a;LY BASIS UNTIL szs xwvasrxegrzow 15 CGMPLETFD._ HANGLE
‘ 'fgyans OUT OF YouR n:v1§zaw BY TFLETYPE‘ -HANDLE. Punsunmr

1o 4;0710; 27, VOLUME 11, MANUAL OF straucwxeus,‘ ALSO’ Fuauxsn
Akf’xuﬁdararzow 10 MEMPHIAi\THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN. ”

ffl CDPY MAILEﬂ MPMPHIS
‘}EMD e e
;rax AT ACK FOR ONE 'v"' \i' R |
I;!LF : THA M"S CLR R }x‘.: S
i )
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NRB51 WA PLAIN
5:89PM URGENT 1/6/76 DLS

' TO ATLANTA (44-2386)
© FROM DIRECTOR (42-38861)
MURKIN -

REATTEL JANUARY 5, 1976,

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CRD), U. S. DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE, REQUESTS THE FOLLOyING IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION TO
RESOLVE ALLEGATION MADE BY LEON OWEN POYELL AS SET FORTH IN
RETEL. '
| INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, COMPOS AND DAVIS FOR pNY .
INFORMATION THEY HAVE RE LEON OWEN POYELL'S ALLEGATION.

OBTAIN ARTIST*S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LAST NAME yNKNOyN)
FROM LEON OWEN POWELLf/1MNDLE THROQGH FACIAL IDENTIFICATION
CATALOG AS SET FORTH IN FBI HANDBOOK, PART I, PAGE 21.
IMMEDIATELY FACSIMILE RESULTS DIRECTLY TO EXHIBITS SECTION,
FBIHQ, AND TELEPHONICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST'S

A\

CONCEPTIO™ DIRECTLY WITH EXHIBITS SECTION.
DETERMINE PRESENT wHEREABOUTS INCLUDING RESIDENCE
w ' .
AND EMPLOYMENT OF RAY GODFREY. CRD STATED GODFREY SHOuLD
. N s

NOT BE INTERVIEWED AT THIS TIME,
— .

*

At
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PAGE TWO

DETERMINE ALL PLACES WHERE CLAUDE POWELL REPORTEDLY
INCARCERATED TO DETERMINE IF EVER INCARCERATED yITH JAMES EARL
RAY. |

HANDLE ANY ADDITIONAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL LEADS DEVELOPED
SUCH AS THE INTERVIEW OF ANY ADDITIONAL WITNESSES DEVELOPED
DURING INTERVIEW. IF ANY QUESTION ARISES RE COVERING ANY
ADDITIOMAL LEAD, PROMPTLY CONTACT FBIHQ. |

CRD WILL MAKE A DETERMINATION RE PROVIDING' LEON OyEN POWELL
WITH POLYGRAPH UPON COMPLETION OF ABOVE INVESTIGATION,

IMMEDTATELY CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGATION AND SUTEL SUMMARY
ON A DAILY BASIS UNTIL THIS INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED. HANDLE
ANY LEADS OUT OF YOUR DIVISION BY TELETYPE. HANDLE PURSUANT
T0 SECTION 27, VOLYME II, MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS. ALSO FyRNISH
ALL I"FORMATION TO MEMPHIS, THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN.

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.

END '
FBI AT ACK FOR ONE
HLF  THANKS CLR
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NR®O5° EP  PLAINTEXT.

11:27PM  URGENT  JANUARY 7, 1976  HXG
T0: DIRECTOR ‘(44-38861)

| ATLANTA  (44-2386)

FROM:  EL PASO (44=NEy) (P)  ///1P///

MURKIN, | -

RE ATLANTA TEL TO DIRECTOR, EL PASO, CHARLOTTE, AND MEMPHIS |
DATED JAWUARY 1, 1976. |

DuM. yILLIAMS, MANAGER, SCOTTISH INN MOTEL, MIDLAND, TEXAS,
ADVISED THOROUGHT SEARCH OF WOTEL RECORDS FROM DECEMBER 1, 1975
T0 PRESENT FAILED TO REVEAL ANY RECORD CONCERNING CLAUDE POyELL,

JR. AS RESIDING AT THAT MOTEL. DRIVER'S LICENSE CHECK STATE OF TEXAS,
ARREST CHECKS MIDLAND AND ODESSA, TEXAS, CITY AND TELEPHONE

" DIRECTORY A"D NEy LISTINGS ALL NEGATIVE CONCERNING CLAUDE POWELL, JR. .
ATLANTA AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA: yILL RECONTACT LEON OWEN POyELL

" FOR MORE SPECIFIC INFORMATION CONCERNING RESIDENCE OF CLayDE POWELL,
JR. A"D/OR ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SUCH AS CURRENT EMPLOYMENT

T0 FACILITATE THE LOCATION OF CLAUDE POWELL, JR. FOR INTERVIEW

BY THE EL PASO DIVISION,

EL PASO AT EL PASD, TEXAS: WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO
DETERMINE IF POWELL IS STAYING AT DIFFERENT MOTEL. NOTE NO OTHER
MOTELS I" MIDLAND-ODESSA AREA HAVE NAME SIMyLAR TO SCOTTISH
1MV, CREDIT CHECKS WILL BE CONDUCTED MORNING OF JANUARY &, 1976.

EL PASO WILL SUTEL RESULTS. |

END o 44~258Q)/§3’\D

aTW/.FBI AT CLEAR = | | EARCHEY INDEXED

SERIALIZED 2D
1 &z

JAN 1976

Wil son_
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;Ie ATL&WTA (44-2386)
anam DIRECTOR  (44-38861)
ﬁuax:u | ,
REATTEL JANUARY 5, 1976,
o CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CRD), Ue S BEPARTMEMT oF
1$USTIC€, REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION re
RESOLVE ALLEGATION MﬁﬁE BY LEON OWEN POWELL AS SET FORTH IN
RFTEL.

INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, COMPOS AND DAVIS FOR aNY
I%FORMAT!B& THEY HAVE RE LEON OWEN POVELL®S ALLFGATIGN.

OBTAIY ARTIST+S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LAST NAME yNXNOwN)

#Rom LEON OWEN POELL. HANDLE THROUGH FACIAL IﬁENTIF!CATION
cgrauce AS SET FORTH IN FBI HANDBOOK, PART I, PAGE 21,
IMMEDIATELY FAGSIMILE RESULTS DIRECTLY TO EXHIBITS ssprion,
FBINQ, AND TELEPHONICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST'S
*éoacz#wxow DIRECTLY WITH EXHIBITS SECTION,

 DETERMINE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS INCLUDING stxnzﬁcs

AND EMPLOYMENT OF RAY GODFREY, CRD STATED GODFREY SHOULD
NOT BE INTERVIEWED AT THIS TIME, |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



As m: INTERVIEW OF mq*: ADDITIONAL wzmzssss nwzwpsn
mzm‘mrmvzzw. 1F Amr qamuaa ARISES RE COVERING ANY
'&baxrz AL LEAD, PRBMPILY cewucr FBIHA.

¢RD WILL Maki A DETERMI&ATIOH ‘RE PROVIDING LEON OyEN PGVELL

wITK ?GLYGRAPﬂ HPON COMPLETIQN OF ABOVE INVESTIGATION, .
fINHEDiATELY GGHBUCT ?HIS IﬂVESTIGATIOR AND SUTEL SUWM@RY

BA:LY BASI$ UBTIL THIS IMVESTIBATIO& 15 CGMPLETED. HANBLEV

£t FormaTION 10 m«:mruxs. ms OFFICE OF ORIGIN.
cOPY MAILEn MEMPHIS,
END
FBI AT ACK FOR ONE
}n_r.-‘ “THANKS  CLR
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' UReENT J“NUARY 7:j19?6 e

 pIRECTOR (44=3886 1)

ATLANTA - (A4-2386) S ‘;"
EL PASO  C(A4SHEW) (P ///1P/1/
 muRKIN ‘

i RE ATLANTA TEL TO DIRECTOR, FL PASO, (CHARLOTTE, AMD MFMPHI@
.QaTF@ JAUARY 1, 1976, S - B
-, DM, wILLIAMS, MAVAGER, gCOTTImH rnw MOTEL, MIDLAYD, TEXAS,
_ﬁgvxsza THOROUGHT SEARCH OF MOTEL RECORDS FROM DECEMBER x,‘1§75 °
70 PRESENT FATLED TO REVEAL ANY RECORD CONCERNING CLANDE POyELL,
JR, AS RESIDING AT THAT MOTEL. ORIVER'S LICENSE CHECK STATE OF TEXA
ARRF%T CHECKS MIDLAND AND ODESSA, TEXA%. CITY AND TELEPHORE

mzngcroav AR NEY LISTINGS ALL NWGATIVF CONCER®ING CLAUDE PowELL,~‘

i
|

' ATLANTA AT ATLANTA,- GEORGIA‘ QILL RECONTACT LEON OWEW PGQELL
§0R MORE SPECIFIC IQFQQﬂATION CO“CERNIMG RE@IEF%CF OF CLayDE POWELQ?
‘JR »A?B/G? ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION | ?U”H ﬁS CURRE%T ﬂ”¢L0¥MW¥T
TO FACILITATE THE. LﬁCRTIGN OF ”LAU”E PGNELL. JR. FOR I”TFRVIEW

_sy THE EL PASO DIVISION. »

©EL PASO AT EL PASO, TEXAS: WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION To
éswznmzus IF POWELL 1S STAYIG AT DIFFERENT MITEL. NOTE MO OTHER.
“WOTELS 1° MIDLAND-ODESSA AREA KAVE MAME SIM/LAR T0 SCOTTISH

.

o
i

xﬁﬁ. CREDIT CHECKS WILL BE CO@“UCTEg MQR%IﬂG OF JANUARY By 197€.

EL PASO WILL SUTEL RESULTS. 5.

! \
v B ‘
i <A

ATW/.FBI AT CLEAR K A

TSEARCHED .__..(-_-INDEXE '
samAqumLﬂLED
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Treasnit attached by Focsimile « PLAIRTEXT

Te: BAC, ATLARTA Dete: 1 =71 9?6

From: DIRBCTOR FBI, IDENT DIV Time: T'-““M-

Febinen ; Initials »
LEON CWER PUWELL FBI# 220-012-E

CLAUDE POWELL JR. FBI# 212-946-A

{" I Fingerprint Fhots . ﬁ Fingerprint Rucord e ] Mawepeper clipping [} Photogroph

1 Artigts Conception : {1} Other

Speci o homdiiag instructions:

ATTH: 5.A. DICK BERRY

—LCPYS OF mt{mmma_ﬁmw.yﬁmm CALL 1-7=76
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| FDA48 (Rev, 101670 @ '
Treasmit attoched by Focsimile . PLAINTEXT R
Te: BAC, ATLANTA P 1.7-1976

From! DIRECTOR FBI, IDERT DIV

SBinct L EON OWEN PUWELL FBI# 200-012-E
CLAUDE POWELL JR. FBI# 212-9h6-A

Time: Trangmiited -

tnitiols »

3 SR

i e &

A [Y I RN

i R

Y : ve

* i
Y SAUOEL . P

{__} Fingarprint Photo ‘ ﬁ Fingerprimt Rucord [ uee [ Mawspopas clipping [} Photogroph

{1 Artigts Concaption {3 Othex

Special hondling instructions:

ATTN: 5.A. DICK BERRY

Approved: ERYANT

~LOPYS (OF RECORDS PER YOUR REQUEST ON. PHONE CALL 1-7-76

3

LOEKED ]
FIGALZED _«,ATL:D ]

R AT

F3l-ATLAIKTA

\/ “{i@?éf_é_a?

~ 30

l

A

|
|
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TUSTIC

rmanmuwmmnmnoa
-y, WANKIRGTON 3. DG, -

: ; l!.?-!qm 7 ,9;5 m vzs;g?

[ e tollowing FBI record, NUMEER 500 10 g hmmmmmm

] bt Lo  NAS AN MR Mumpreoom | exanes BIIrTION
| ‘“.i?‘irovost Marshal | DesmiPuwell | 8/26/55 Art, aé e s

ff""m Aeunu Ga. |Leon 0. rmn““"G 8/ urn but

AMC (Mt of
_aminor child)

" a8y hﬁ mmM‘ll

sbandoment of
- | ekildren 3808

S

Pes Ealbk Co FD leon Oten‘
Decatur G4 Povell
SID 258457

,;..M“M" ire
mmnhmmwm:yu’
nﬂd. :

L GOMINRENT FENING DK .

SARCHED .
SERIALIZED. .,
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e g P g«

Ea VR ;'..«1‘“' LR
E '§ ‘» :;“n. "' *1... 4#,: :: LRI

PE e mm-r.b s-rn-rzs nnpmm m’-
FEDERAL BUREA! mGAT!OR % e

wnmmanac. : "
e e '*-.\;“g-”g]g DIVISlOﬂ

o EEA vt e
- . - P v ’ § M
o 3 . . - i . e e

Ty

A R ' ] ; s :
E The following FBI record, NUMBER o050 018 B + is fumnished FOR CFFICIAL USE ON

e e |

Provost Mershal Lewm:Powell 8 5 Art, 86

| 'PD Atlanta Ga. |Leop O. Powell 6/28/53 wife beating | withdraws

. PD Atlanta Ga Laon Owen mu ‘s’-'zs-sz AMC (abndnt of | withdrawn
. |wne22 % 5| aminor child) |T-6-62

De EKalh Co PD | Leom Ovem . | 1<16-75 | abandoment of
Decatur G4 Powell . - . {children 3808
S | 34062 4 | |
| 81D 258457

JAN 7’ 1976

. Fig)~ATLANTA

Ji{Ce~ | 71

Vi

b ‘:Eb{'i‘;ﬁ‘:’:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNIED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST N
“ - JAN 071976

wing H = | » s furnidhied FOR OFPICIAL USE ONLY.
nformotion shown en thils identiication Recerd represonts deole fursished Fill by Sagorpeint contributors. .
VIS DEPOSITION 1S NOT SHOWN OR FURTHIR EXMANATION OF CHARGE CR DIRPPOSITION O
OREEED, COMMINRCATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FNGERPRINTS.

Clande Fowell [5-2¢49 |reb = - &-10 yrs

D cnm Powell m-as undeor seat . 1235 & 8
Atlants GA Jr 331799 ] (allowing tntax | C e

0 | Claude Powell [8-25-73 | 1=ind exp 1-$35 or 13
231799 T eris dea
50 Clade Powell Jf.7-26+75 |DUI refosed test]

|7 valleyca | 21-110-75 |
SID 287685 e
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Tie follewring Fl recerd,

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ABTICE o

-

712 46 A

,,,,,,

, sn-u-immnwmv.
iiinu'ﬁ-ndhmnuqnIﬂbhiuuﬂkaﬂ..Ihmuinqn.uuﬂt‘bhlh-hhnl!llbylu.oqnhle-nﬂi-hn&‘
VNERE OCPOSITION IS MOT SHOWN OR FURTHIR EXMAMATION OF CUARGE OR mﬁs

17¢ Valley GA

chm mn
e
4822

Claude Mu
i
496683

Claude Fowell
3r 331799

Claude Fowell
Jr
17RO

Claude Powell Ji. 7-25-75

21+110-75
SID 287685

) uc

m refused tast

driv w/ unhd

A e RS BEREE SR

HET AN TR SRS S SnEan ] SR T

Fhi— ATLANTA

WrliC
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WROIG- AT PLATW
H 9 PM bRGENI\l T=18 HLF
’  B;REcr0R (44-3a$§1)
EL PASO
CHARLOTTE
AENMPHIS /

FROW: | ATLANTA (44-2386) (P SRR :
MURKIN, . : B AT .
. RE BUREAU TELETYPE T0 AELamla, JAMARY 6, 1976. -

| FOR 1470 OF EL PASO AND CHARLOTTZ, ON JARUARY 4,197, LEON

. OWEW POWELL , WALTE 4aLE AUVIbLU ATLANTA OFFICE THAT DURING LATE

© OCIOBER OR EARLY WOVEWBER, 1967; Hi AND HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE

POWELL, JR., AKA "SHOTGUN" POWELL , WHITE ﬁALL, JERE IN PETE'S SﬁR,
‘o8 MORELAND Avuauw 1N ALTANTA, GEORG IA WHE - nPPROACHnu BY mbeAL
FRI&&J, HAMED  RAY GODFREY, WRLIZ HALE , APP&OXIAAIhLY FORTY YEARS
OF AGE, WHO ASKED IF THaY, THe PUWELL BROTHERS, WouLD BE - ffg"
IwinRES‘ ED I WAKING $5@,@@@. GODFREY WOULD GET THEM IN CONTACl
WITH O'QER‘INUIVIDUAL WHO wOULU PAY THEH TO ﬂuRutR MARTIN LUTH&R

I 1‘3(: Jﬂ

TH& bAR/AmD ADKED FGR THE POWLLL oﬁ&iduqu

..i.,
-

- THIS-WHIT& WALE PUT His ”RILPCAbL ON THE TABLE AND SAID,
7"1 GU”SS YOU KioW WHY 1'u HERE" . THE WHITE MALE Imriobuqu

ENDPAGE ONE, 2 ’w
AL s U/u}”
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© DISPLAYED WHAT HE SAID WAS $25,860 AND SAID, "IF YOU DECIDE T0
- TAKE THE JOB, THERE IS $50,806 @WORE WHEN IT'S CGMPLETED." CLAUDE

 EMD PAGE TWO.

\hIS éROIHER HAD A RtPUTATIOm FOR BQING AN LKP&Ri WITH A SHOTGUNF

SAWED-OFF SHOTGUN. LEON POWLLLY ALLZGLD THAT PEIE BAVIS owNER
| OF THE BAR, WOIICED RALPH L §U) COME INTO THE BAR AND WOULD BE

ﬁImSEHF OhLY AS RALPH. Hﬁ THEW OP&W;D THﬁ BRIEFCASE ANB ,' IE

PowELL 10LD RALPH THAT HE AdlD HIS BROTHER WEZEDED TIME TO THINK
Il OVZR, AT WHICH TIME RALPH 31470, "IF YOUR WIND IS NOT MADQ\
UP WOW I CAW'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU." HOTHING ELSE WAS SAID.
RALPH CLOSED THE BRILFCASE AWD LLFi. POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH
EVER WOTUALLY STATED THAT THe @QdaY BiIG OFFERED TO HIN WAS
10 KILL #ARIIN LUTHER KIGG. KLEUS'POWELL ADVISED HIS BROTHER

(«

IS NOW LIVING AT THE SCOTTISH 14 It WIDLAND, TExas. POWELL  ©
DLWIED THAT He OR HIS BROIAR Weks IWOLVED 1N THE KILLING OF
MARTIH LUTHER KING , JR. AFIER SeC1MG FHE ASSASSTGATION
DOuﬁhwiéﬁY 0N TELEVISION, HE JuﬁluLJ 10 COME FORWARD AND FURNISH
fnlb INFORMATION. POWELL 514150 TH: REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND

' HIS, BROTHER WLR& CONTACTED IS'BiCAUSE'HIS BROTHER , CLAUDE

SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARHED RO BERY Awﬂ AT THAT TIME IN 1967,

POWELL DlAM¢D hIS BROTHER , AT THAT TIME, CUN&iANILY CARRIED 4
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F,G? ﬁRE& (44 2386)
ABLE T0 VERIFY THAT PARr OF mz. ,;IukY. FUhIHb.RMORE, LEON PGWE.LL
‘ "ﬂ'TﬁLa ‘ril‘b WIM_, KNNIE LOIS okus OF THe £‘lz'_i:.TIN @ITH RALPH.

i

Qi JAWUAR RY ‘7, 1976, ATLANIA ¢l Y UIRLcroaY HAIWES CITY o

"’n\

,?x ’DIRLLLO'&Y\ Aw Gm:.AU‘.R ATLANiA u'uuiﬁuﬂh aLL TE.LE.F’HOE«L DIRECTORY

‘“FHGR ig YéAdS 1967, 1965, WERE “nv;uch WITH NeGATIVE RESULTS ; ’
b R EG ARD DING AWY ESTABLISHIEZNT Of MOiLAND AVENUE NAMED PETE'S

% ~PL§CE OR ANY SINILAR NAME. SHIRLEY Labe, BARTE WDER o DRIFTWOOD

. LounGE \, 197"‘ *zURLLAND AVENGL hLLHNIHg ‘Ghﬁﬁhlﬁ ADVISED APPROXI~
s‘flATELY SEVE W OR EIGHT YEARS AGO, AN I‘NDIVIUUAL NAMED PEI E DAVIS '/
DIO, i‘ TACT oWl AND OF&R ATE 4 BAR IW 1HE:. NEXT BLQCK OF MORELAND
AVE | uz,.‘ SH&:’ riAD riz.ARD‘l THAT PETE UAVIS HAS SINCE PASSED AWAY.

MS LAME ADVISED‘PETE'g WIFE, DOROTHY ﬁAVIS, COQLD PRQBABLY BE
CGNiAul ’

.0 AT TELEPHOWE GUMBER $57-2626. DOROTHY DAVIS ADVISED

1D QWi AND OPZRAIE BAR OW MORELAND AVEMJE, AND, AT

CGiiZ TIAE, WAS KNOWN AS PETE'S PLACE. HUSBAND DIED MAY, 1975.

CSHE 1S UWFAMILIAR WITH THE liAdLs RALPH (L), LEOW AND CLAUDE
POWELL. SH RZMEABERS HER HUSEAWs TALKING ASOUT RAY GODFREY,
HOWEVER , HAS W0 IDEA HOW HE COULD BL LOCALED.

LU PAGE THREE.
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| }RESIDENCE, 4129 GLENWOOD ROAD, DURING JANUARY 7, 1976, PROVED

¢

'PAGE FGHR (44~2386)

OR RAYMOND GODFREY EMPLOYED OR HAVING EVER BEEN EMPLOYED AT

" COULD FIND NO.REFERENCE TO RAY GODFREY, RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD

\itARRESTED ON MAY 18, 1949 YOR ARMED. ROBBERY BY MECKLENBURG
'SERVE BETWEEY FIVE AND TEN YEARS IN STATE PENN; ARRESTED JUNE

PD, AND SENTENCED TO SERVE EIGHT MONTHS IN ATLANTA CITYY FARM;

_ END PAGE FOUR.

NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE ANNIE LOIS COMPOS AT HER

NEGATIVE,

ON JANUARY 7, 13976, MRS, L. S. PENNINGTON, DIRECTOR OF
PERSOMHEL CITY OF ATLANTA, ADVISED HE HAS REVIEWED CITY
PERSONNEL RECORDS AND COULD FIND NO RECORD OF RAY GODFREY

THE CITY OF ATLANTA. C. L. SNEED, SECRETARY, MySICIANS
NUMBER 48, ATLANTA, ADVISED HE REVIEWED UNION+S RECORDS aND

NEGATIVE RE RAY GODFREY.
RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD REVEALED CLAUDE POwELL, JR. HAD BEEN

COUNTY POLICE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, AND SENTENCED TO
.

28, 1965 FOR ALLOWING INTOXICATED PERSON TO DRIVE, BY ATLANTA

ARRESTED AUGUST 25, 1973 FOR INDECENT EXPOSURE AND DRuNx BY
ATLANTA PD AND SENTENCED TO THIRTEEN DAYS OR $25. MECKLENBURG‘k
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PAbEQFlVE (@4 2386)

s

»CBUNTY Pu ARREST NUMBER 1S 48zz.

C JR. IS VAITE WAL, DOTn OF BIRTH SIK FEET TWO

jzac&as ONE HU WDRED SEVENTY-Oi PUUHDb, FBI WUMBER 212 946 Ao~
| RECORDS OF THE ATLANTA PU RLVEALED LzON POWELL ARRESTED T
s AUGU&YIZG, 1955 BY PROVOST @ARSHAL , FORT BENNING, GEORGIA, |
* GHARGLU WITH ARTICLa 86. WO u13905irlo& AVAILABLE. ARRESTED
JUNE 28, 1962 FOR JIFE BEAT1MG AiD agéwuowmxwf,‘CHARGE‘WITHDRAQN
JULY 6, 1962, LEON OWElw POWELL DesCRIBED AS wHITE'MALE, DATE OF

BIRTH F51 NUMBER 220 812 &,

S dRthA POthL DHUGhInR-LM-LAw OF LEON PGWuLL, ADVISED LﬁGN

,PUQLLL WORRING AT U NKNOW N HULHLIOu 14 ROCKDALE COU?lY AND WOULD

, T RETURW TO AILAGTA UNTIL LAis Pil OF uknuany 7, 1976.

JENT OF JUSTICE,

biVIL RIGHIS DIVISIOR- (CYJ), Ub ueParli

.
RLCU&DILQ THe rULLOWIdJ ITafcDIare anuDlIbAiIOh TO ReSOQLVE ALLE-
© GATICw ilabe sY LeOn OMEW PGWuuL.
, EL PASC Al ALDLAND. WILL LiichVIEW CLAUDE PGWELL’AT
“SCOTTISH INN FOR ANY INFORWALION du HAS R Lqu Owhw POWnLL )
ALLEGASION,~ OﬁLAISVAhLIbi'B CONCLPTION OF ALPn (L&) FROM -

~ ) ’ N

Ei PAGE FIVE.: 0

~
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PLS HOLD

N

PAGE SIXK (44-2386)

" LAUDE POVELL. HAWLYE THROUGH FACIAL IDENTIFIATION CATALOG
@ivAS”SET‘FORTH IN FBI HAWDBOOK, P ARK 1} PAGE 21. viMMEDIATELY | -
FACSIMILE RESULTS DIRECILY TO EXAIBITS SECIION, FBIHQ, AND TELE-
PHOWICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEAS Re ARTIST'S CONCEPTION DIRECTLY

- WITH EXHIBITS SECTION. SRR .

hAhLUAIa AT CHARLOTTe. D= eRATINE ALL PLACES WHERL

CLAUDE rUWmLL RnrOR EDLY INCARCLRATLL 70 DETERWINE IF EVER

INCARC&RAT&D WITH dAMEﬁ LARL RrAY.

\

L W) FROW LEON OWEN POWELL. 'COWiInUE oFFORTS TO LOCATE RAY

GUD?REY.A&D ANNIL LOIS COMPGS.' v .
ALL Orrlbtb ﬁAﬁDLL ANY aquIIUL L‘OQVIOUS AﬁD'LGGICAL
LLAUS DEVELOreD UURI&J IhluﬁVIdw. ‘AF ANY QUESTION ARIme Rn

- COVERING AWY ADDITIONAL LEAD ., PROMPILY COnTACT FBIHQ.

THMEDIATELY coﬁbuci-THIS«I&VﬁsrzeTION AND SUTEL SUMMARY
Ol DAILY BASIS UNIIL INVES TIGATION IS COuPLnTED. HANDLE ANY
LEADS -OUT OF YOUR DIVISION BY Tt ELETYPE. HAWDLE PURSUANT 10-

5LCTI0N z7,\vow«1r I11,-lANGAL OF I1HSTRUCTIONS. ALSO FURNISH
CALL Iwﬁsﬁmgyxaa TO MEWPHIS, OFFIC: OF ORIGIN AND ATLANTA.

COEY WAILED MENPHIS. \ o o

EdD. ‘ : : I . ‘

CORRECTIOWE: - PAGE Gﬁh PARG ONE, LIae TEW SHOULD RLAU,'

URING , JR. QPROAIMAILLY,Uﬁﬁ VELK LATER™ A WHITE MALu ETC -

v

VJ*T?*IQ
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" Transmit the following in

Date: JANUARY 7, 1976

|

§

(. R

~ ’ |
FBi |
' 1

|

1

f

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

|

" TELETYPE URGENT |
RN ]

{

\
T0: BUREAU (44-38861) 7°11 /’( K
EL PASO G.S?// HxG

CHARLOTTE &* 5 36/pekc.

MEMPHIS
FROM: ATLANTA (P)
MURKIN. |
RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ATLANTA DATED JANUARY 6, 1976.

Anacianle 7
FOR INFORMATION OF EL PASO,AON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON OWEN

POWELL, WHITE MALE, ADVISED ATLANTA OFFICE THAT @DURING LATE
OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, HE AND HIS BROTHER CLAUDE
POMELL, JR., AKA, “SHOTGUN" POWELL, WHITE MALE, WERE IN PETE'S
- BAR, ON MORELAND AVENUE, IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHEN APPROACHED
BY MUTUAL FRIEND, NAMED RAY GODFREY, WHITE MALE, APPROXIMATELY
FORT¥ YEARS OF AGE, WHO ASKED IF THEY, THE POWELL BROTHERS,
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000.00. W GODFREY WOULD
%THEM IN CONTACT WITH ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM .'
TO MURDER MARTIN LU'-I'HER KING, JR%( APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK LATER,
A WHITE MALE, CAME INTO THE BAR AND ASKED FOR THE POWELL BROTHERS.

OUT-50ING
END PAGE ONE"""’"
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AT 44-2386. PAGE TWO.

THIS WHITE MALE. PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID,
"I GUESS YOU KNOW WHY I'M HERE". THE WHITE MALE INTRODUCED
HIMSELE:S% RALPH. HE THEN OPENED THE BRIEFCASE AND DISPLAYED
WHAT HE SAID WAS $25,000.00, AND SAID, "IF YOU DECIDE TO TAKE
THE J0B, THERE IS $50,000.00 MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED." CLAUDE
POWELL TOLD RALPH THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK
IT OVER, AT WHICH TIME RALPH STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE
UP NOW, I CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID.
RALPH CLOSED THE BRIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL AVISED THAT RALPH
NEVER ACTUALLY STATED THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO HIM WAS
TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. LEON POWELL ADVISED HIS BROTHER
IS NOW LIVING AT THE SCOTTISH INN IN MIDLAND, TEXAS. FRNELL
DENIED THAT HE OR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.  AFTER SEEING THE ASSASSINATION
DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION, HE DECIDED TO COME FORWARD AND
FURNISH THIS INFORMATION. POWELL STATED THE REASON HE BELIEVES
HE AND HIS BROTHER WERE CONTACTED IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE,
SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND AT THAT TIME IN 1967

END PAGE TWO.
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HIS BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN.
POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SAWED-OFF SHOTGUN. LEON POWELL ALLEGED THAT PETE DAVIS, OWNER
OF THE BAR, NOTICED RALPH (LNU) COME INTO THE BAR AND WOULD BE
ABLE TO VERIFY THAT PART CF THE STORY. FURTHERMORE, LEON POWELL
TOLD HIS WIFE, ANNIE LOIS COMPOS, OF THE MEETING WITH RALPH.

ON JANUARY 7, 1976, ATLANTA CITY DIRECTORY, HAINES CITY
DIRECTORY, AND GREATER ATLANTA SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
FOR THE YEARS 1994-1968, WERE REVIEWED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS
REGARDING ANY ESTABLISHMENT ON MORELAND AVENUE NAMED PETE'S
PLACE OR ANY SIMILAR NAME. S{RLEY LANE, BARTENDER, DRIFTWOOD «

- LOUNGE, 1575 MORELAND AVENUE, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVISED APPROXI-
MATELY SBEN OR EIGHT YEARS AGO, AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED PETE DAVIS
DID, IN FACT, OWN AND OPERATE A@ BAR IN THE NEXT BLOCK OF
MORELAND AVENUE.  SHE HAD HEARD THAT PETE DAVIS HAS SINCE
PASSED AWAY. MS. LANE ADVISED PETE'S WIFE, DOROTHY DAVIS,

COULD PROBABLY BE CONTACTED AT TELEPHONE 957-2626.
END PAGE THREE
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