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TO 

OPTlONAL l'ORM NO. to 
MAY 1111/1 EDITION 
GSA PPMR (41 CPR) IOl-11,1 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (C) 

'---' 

DATE: 10/1/75 

PROM SA EDWARD A. SHEA 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

IIIIO•IGI 

On 9/18/75, 0 331 D 
Lakemore Drive, Atlanta, Georgia, tee one~ 255-0583, 
a student at Georgia State University { ), came into the 
Atlanta Office and talked to the writer. 

Mr. VON NEWMAN, who appeared to be a sharp, 
bright young man indicated he is currently a student at 
GSU, Atlanta, Georgia, majoring in Physics and because of 
his class schedule he only had a few minutes to talk to the 
complaint agent. 

Mr. VON N~nL...-u• then mentioned that back in the 
Spring of 1975, Mr. VO EWMAN learned of a summer job 
opening at the · il ver Co and he was 
subsequently hire y tis pany or a sum of $3,000.00 
for the Summer of 1975. This an oral agreement and 
nothing was put in writing as agreed salary. 

Mr. VON NEWMAN then started work ··for this company, 
which lasted for three months and during this time Mr. VON 
NEWMAN performed various functions for the company, including 
handling their bookkeeping at various times. Mr. VON NEWMAN 
learned during his brief period of employment that most of 
the people connected with this company were members of the 
John Birch Society. This company is set up to sell silver, 
but it seemed strange to Mr. VON NEWMAN that the company 
kept various films, literature, etc., dealing with the 
Birch society, the making of boo~y traps, etc. In addition, 
the company kept some ammunition and some weapons in a 
back vault, reportedly for protection. 

Most of the people affiliated with this company£ 
were strongly against the civil rights movement and belie e 
it is a Socialist movement. · 

@- Atlanta 
EAS/lru 
(1) ~ 

_!:Ji/- 23?~/ 
?ARC,HE_D.;--_ INOEXED __ __,._3 )~ 
-,.:,1IAc,l,~ __ FiLED~----1 

:J>1da f 'M z. . •o•-~•LM•A 

B"Y U.S. SMJings Bonds ~(arb on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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AT 44-2386 

Mr. VON NEWMAN me he names of various 
people ected w· e · Company, 
such a ~-------- .~---~ioiii-~iiiiijpiiiiaj~ ~~~,..w.loiliil,lil._w and a 
Mr. ""'ffl,jilli~ .... ~--- any. 
Mr. ._.._,..rH·'l\c'Tr. ,-.,,iii...., ...... .,._.-.; ..... ..,.;;.;. for the 
comp 1t10 don thee On cam-
paign for L ONAL, a Bircher. 

Mr. V _ NEWMAN noted that the Great American 
Silver Company seems to be involved in all kinds of 
schemes,- con jobs, etc., and have been in trouble with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission and Georgia Tax people. 
This company is in an insolvent state, but the company 
officials live high, drive big cars, run up big entertain­
ment bills, floral bills, etc., even though the company 
has little money. Mr. VON NEWMAN worked for the company 
for three months and never received any salary and efforts 
by him to ca,llect his $3,000 have been unsuccessful-. 

Mr. VON NEWMAN went on that he was giving the 
above for informational purposes to show the nature of the 
above company and its people and he intended to furnish the 
above in more detail to Internal Revenue Service (IRS). 

Mr. VON NEWMAN then went on to give some addi­
tional information which he indicated was the main purpose 
of contacting the FBI. During this past summer of 1975, 
Mr. VON NEWMAN, while he was working at the Great American 
Silver Company, learned that members of the Atlanta Police 
Department Intelligence Squad were comiI1;9 out to the com­
pany to interview JERRY ADAMS. This interview was to try 
to develop information about an alleged report received by 
Commissioner REGINALD EAVES, Atlanta, Georgia, that new 
evidence had been received about the killing of the Rev. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., being a conspiracy. This alleged 
report had received considerable publicity by the Atlanta 
news media and the Atlanta Police Intelligence Squad detec­
tives were checking out various aspects of this new evi­
dence, which included interviewing JERRY ADAMS. Prior to 
the arrival of the Atlanta Police Intelligence Squad detec­
tives to interview JERRY ADAMS, ADAMS took down all his 
marksmanship medals which he had on display in his office 
as ADAMS felt the police might attach some significance to 
medals of this type if they saw them inasmuch as they were 
investigating the shooting of Rev. KING. 

2 
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AT 44-2386 

Mr. VON NEWMAN was advised by the writer that 
his information would be made a matter of record in the 
Atlanta files and he was thanked for his interest in con­
tacting the FBI regarding this matter. 

No action - index names underscored. 
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. •· .... By VALERIE PRICE 

'.~Fri:-~; ;mu:: ~ble~~~~:a~=t ··.gt:=: ~t§ed''tbaftlitr' 
· cially call for reopening the twas some kind of master ~\ t said the · letter'."""w · 

investiption into the 1968 tspiracy to assassinate JohlJ · g reportedly interp 
. assassination of Dr. Martin Kennedy, Robert Kennedy,. as suggesting that he 

Luther King Jr. with a na- Malcolm X and : Medger suicide or face publie expo-
tional demonstration at the Evers, as well as King. · sure and embarrassment~ · 

. Wbite House on Thanksgiving The civil rights activists implicated the intelligence 

. Da~. Ralph David Abernathy. , = d~~t~an!v~i:::;. ag~ thri. ~: ~ ~~?J~ 
• president of the Southern statements by Robert Watson., a series of concrete revela-

Christian Le.tdership Confer- who has told authorities he ' tions which reconfirm and 
d overheard several men. in ·give credence to ·oar, and 

:• ~:.its .w!=t~ Atlanta discussing· a plot to· others', belief that the FBI 
Gregory said they were call- ·kill King. Gregory said he and the CIA were involvecfin 
in ~ th d fears for the life of Watson, the assassinations of Dr. King, 

g £or e new probe ue to who is serving a prison sen- President John F. Kennedy, 
their "shock and outrage" at ten~ on a dru. g conV1.·ction at Robert Kennedy and Malcolm recent disclosures by the Sen-

~=g8f:.C: =::;. ~~:'•~ .. Hosea ~. ~;::;c1. in' W~~: 
al wiretapping, surveil- president of the Atlanta chap- Abernathy told..a news confer•,. 

d th • le b ~ ter of the SCLC, also ap- ence that former Vice Presi-
e an ° er mto ra 1•. ~ed at the press confer- dent Agnew and the late FBI. · . ons perpetuated by th, . 

· ,, against ~ ,, late_ DI .illiams said that ~thmi•·~· · =• J.: ~':veri:&; 
· . I has been working in tlfe agreeing that· Abernathy was 

.. The . discl~ "brought" uvil rights movement f◄ . "one of the most dangerous of 
oat by that committee clearly • many years, recently he bl . an black leaders and should· 
indicate that violence was been the subject of more haft. , be silenced." '"'""''-; .,,. :: 
practiced by this agency . assment., than ever before for . Abernathy said he· . was 
against one of America's most ; his efforts to get the King shown the memos when Sen-
distinguished citizens,~• they I assassination probe reopened. ate Intelligence Commiee 1 

. said in a prepared statement. "I've been in the civil rights investigators interviewed . f 

· movement for 18 ·years. But Jait weekend. , ·. , ' · 
·· · Gregory and Abernathy since working with Mr. i, ~;:·:1'.f:'iCl'. .; \ 
. held .a press conference at · Gregery to uncover this infor- ·"""' · .~ ...... ,,,,__ · 
Hartsfield International Air- mation and to pursue .the ac-
port Friday evening minutes tivities surrounding Dr. King's 
after both arrived from Wash- a&!aSSination, the harassment 

(Indicate page, name of 
newapaper, etty and atate.) 
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ington where they said they has increased manyfold," he 
had talked with congressional · said. : , ,,,.::' ;•.x>, 1 J 
leaders about new informa- Also Friday, the Rev. Jesse 
tion . ' . ' . ': re- L; Jackson, president of the 

I ~ ----;-' ~erox CO'.Pie Ir~. 
0-riginul Bent B·fe~p.~ 

· •'c garding the assassinatln of the Chicago-based People United 
. ~~ civil rights leader. to. Save Humanity (PUSH) 

Part of that information In-.· ml a former associate of the 
, . ,olved photographs of a man slain civil rights leader, called 
·· · Abernathy. and· Gr.egory iden- for a reopening of the Kini 

tified u "Frenchie" or· assassination investigation'. ·· · 
~oal'° and who they said Speaking at a ne\'VS confer-

. clearly .. resembles a man ence in New York, J~ 
., picked up after the assallina- referred to the recent .clisclo­
~.: tion of the late President Jolla sure before. the Senah<Intei. 
~ ... F. t~ey produced ~Committee of' a letter f£ .:: . .:. FBla bf '":i:~ ¥-, anted in CODliedioa with ore Kini- was to : ' 
: , 1 111Assinat.lon, and . · .)J(!bel Peace~ ....... ,..... , 

1 said . alse resem 
W:<:J1 , ' .... !", ··~<t-! (-,...>fa'> ,-
~' . ·, .:·_,4"""',•··~-/··.,.,,,.c.~~~· 

Claeaificatlon: 44-2386 
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FD-3:.0 tkev, 7-16.-63) 

(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 
··:-:"r .. ·~·---·: -· . 7,~::·:-~~~··-k?i - ,_ ,., ~ ~-

~EES CONSPIRACY . .. . •·• ... ~ . : : ] 

Probe Pushed · _ _.:,· 

·, }lyN-lrs. ~!~~-1 
~. ':- · · · ' ·' [' I But,' she said, "the way he 

-~. · By V :ALERIE PRICE .I ,Was documented and followed 
The widow of _Dr. Marti! · iaround by (the late FBI 

Luther King Jr. said Thursdat, !Director J. Edgar) Hoover 
she believes investig~tio~ of. ;and the CIA when he was 
her husband's assassination- abroad it would have to have 
which she said apparently was been attached to the forces of 
the result of a "government our government that felt was 
conspiracy"-should- be re- a threat to the system as it 
opened' existed." " 

And Dr. Ralph David Aber- Mrs. King said sh~ was en· _ 
•~thy, King's successor as couraged by Fords state­
• ead of the Southern Christian l rnents Wednesday that he 
; eadership Conference i abhorred the reported FBI 

CLC}, called for a new 1

• harassment of King !nd that 
investigation of the King he would . consult with ~.S .. 
assassination, to be conducted Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi on 
by "a committee of distin- what .action should be taken 
guished American citizens and against those to blame. · 
private investigators." Levi Wednesday announced 

Abernathy and .comedian- plans to exiamine the origi~al 
turned-civil rights activist FBI investigation of the King 
Dick Gregory led a demon} killing because ?f the Se~ate 
stration at the White Hous, disclosures. Levi emphasized, 
Thursday calling for a re~· llowever, that th~ reexamina• , 
newed investigation int) tlon of the FBI file shOO:ld not 
King's '. death in 1968 al the t~ considered a reopening of 
hands of a sniper in Memphis, th~ investigaition. . r, •

1 
Tenn. "New evidence, confirmed, I 

rr~g:fe!~: ~a!!e ~~ -_ wvid~~e~·,r;on:·r:~e~t p;;ie\_r 
essing for a new investiga- !~f the FBI and CIA.indicate 
n in the wake of disclosures llhe need for "furthet investi-

' before the Senate Intelligence ltation into the death of my 
·Committee of efforts by the liusband as well as the assas-
FBI to discredit King. sinations of others, from the 

• And during a press confer- Kennedys on," Mrs. King said. 
. ence Wednesday, President Also indicating approval of · 
; Ford endorsed planned re- a new look at the King slay-
views of the investigations of ing was an attorney for 

-the assassinations of both James Earl Ray, King's con-
King and President John F. , fessed murderer who now Is · 

, Rep. Andrew youngt. 
accompanying Mrs.· K!Dg 0~. 
· er three-nati<m African . , 
four, called the reexamination , 
"a good move on the part of 
.the attorney geMral." . ; · 

Young predicted that such a 
review will show that Ray 
had help the afternoon King_ 
was shot while s~ding_ on a~ 
motel balcony in Memphis. • · 

Just who will conduct the_ . 
new investigation is what con-_ ·. 
cerns Abernathy and state .. 
Rep. Hosea Williams. ;. 

"I would never trust th~• 
· FBI to investigate itself, .. ~­

Abernathy said. The" S_C~C .. 
leader said a panel of d1Stin-, 

· guished American citizens,., 
both white and black, along · 
with private investigators, . 
should report its findings on 
the incident directly to the 
President. · 

Abernathy added that he 
believes the FBI withheld 
information about the King 
murder anti that a second 
investigation will discredit the 
organization. 

Williams was more 1m1-
phatic in his criticism of the 
-bureau. Allowing the FBI to 
handle the ne.w probe would"' 

i
:>e "just like. allowi.·ng a hun­
trY dog to watch the. meat , 

"h .,.,;d. , . . aouse, e ;,cu ....... ,. _ .: • ..-; • 
~ ,, .·· . .: .... ,,_, __ ,c,;. ..J ......... J. J,, 

Kennedy. - ' : serving a life sentence for the 
Mrs. Coretta· Scott King, assassination. . 1 

who made her statements in . Robert Livingston satd a ~-·"' •; 
Nairobi, Kenya, said ~he doe- : new look at the case would · ·1 ' -.;;" 
~

t have the basic facts tt) prove that Ray was innocent -l \ .. ~ 
s pport her contention tha11· of the murcl~ and was_ aet up \,1 , -
II r husband's death wai b.V the real killers. .· • 

used by a government con_. "Mr. Ray did not kill tJ;?. . 
{ spiracy. . - · g," Livingston said. "H~ 

, 0 as not a willing part of , 
-' ◄ ey. He WIS l """-:'II~' t ,_, . ' . 
· 1 e was used." . • •-~I' 8,J'ft ~ •J_ )It.I•: 

tna..- ••1t»&r,aa .. . ~ . 
• •• 

) 
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\___,./ 

,,c:;i;;t a ~i;;g :· ;;·d.· th~. 
\FBILette,~ 
1 The timing. was quitl: ~hlcidental. J t Mayor Thomk Bradl~y (also, .~ter- J 

The headlines that mornmg told of the 1,. • estingly former Georgia Gov. Jimmy·· 
FBfs anonymous letter to the late Dr. , ~ carter ~nd LaDonna Harris, wife of 1I 
Martin Luther ~ • former Sen. Fred Harris). tt. 
King Jr. and bis "I think jobs will come to be seen 
wife, a letter as a basic right, just as voting rights 
seeming to sug- and public accommodations have 
,gest that King . come to be seen as basic," S!lJS Mrs. 
commit . suicide King. . . . . 
rather than ae- A little leaflet printed by the Fi1ll 
cept the Nobel Employment Actton Council begins · 
Peace Prize and with a quote from President Harry · 
full .of threats of Truman, just after be signed the Em• 
how he would ployment Act of 1946. "Full employ• 
otherwise be dis- ment means more than jobs..lt values 
graced. And , . ends as well as means; it values lei· 
there at noon on the same day, there sure as well as work; it values self. 
was Coretta Scott King, the wid~w of development as well as dedication .to 
the slain civil rights leader, holding a a common purpose; it values indivtd-

l 
news conference. ual as well as group cooperation. Full 

· • But the news conference. was not .'mployment means.. more ~ jobs. .. it 
about the FBI or the vicious,. cow• t;111eans maximum opportunity under 

. afdly, unsigned letter. No, in fact, i\he American system of responsible 
· Mrs. King Issued a small statement at l\reedom," said Truman. . · 
· _ the beginning, saying firmly that she .\\ The echoes intrigue. J. Edgar 

would have no comment on such mat-. Hoover was director of . the FBI in J· . \· = :: all the investigations'. ai . 1946 when ~an m~de those _com- : 

: . ~ she Is not dumb, this handsome ! ''•ments. He was still director nearly 20 ; 
, thoughtful woman , who bas see~ ~ years later when the scurrilous, 
· much of the Souths and the nations threatening anonymous letter war 

history at cl~ band, both the suffer- · · tmailed by the FBI to King. Mrs. King 
iJ!g an~ the triumphs. She knows ~ has to 6urry a bit at the end or the 

. anegatio~ about her . late husband s news conference; she · must eattjl a. 
personal life are scumlous and nasty plane that afternoon to begin a three-
and unpleasant. . · nation visit to Africa, including the 

Yet she goes on with the atreadY· dedication in one country of a U.S. 
scheduled press conference about Information Agency facility named 

.. other matters, calm and concerned after her late husband. A few days 
. and wanting to talk about them. ~he later there is an Associated Press 
': talks some about plans for the Kmg story from Kenya quoting Mrs. ~ng 

. Center and about ~er. late· husband, suggesting that the investigation. of 

. but mostly the _topic JS fu!l employ- her late husband's death be reo~ 
. . . ment in the ~atlon. ~. Kmg is cur• in the context· of CIA and FBI revela• 

rently co-chairperson for the Full Em• tions "l have always felt there was 
ployn:ient Action Cou_Dcil, a _group mor~ to u than came out. I also felt 
pressing for such a national policy. Its somehow in the long nm of history it 
b_oa~ of directors includes some dis- would be revealed-just what did bap-
tinguisbed names: Leonard Woodcock " she said · · • . 

'

of the United Auto Workers, I.W. Abel, . penShe bas seen a long nm of history In, 
_ of · the United Steelworkers, verrionr, 1 her own life, has Coretta King. She ii 

Jordan of the National Urban. League,'. '•·· a strong and remarkable woman wbo. j }Peter McColough, cbalrman of the 1. ·\ bas lived through a great deal witboat i 
Xerox ~tion_ .,Los, .. Angel~~. liJ. =p= ::=-pl.of aeU~ , 

~ - . . -, ,; ,,. 

- if·"·., 
- -. -'-i-:, .. 

~/ " . .':,•.•< '·. •i ·:~*.· 
~ :.t-"·:'. -, • 
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(Mount Cllpplng In Space Below) 

' . ~..- z.: .... ,+'lr,<-J<(>,.,.., .. ,,t, - ,~~ 

~t:S·!:~f J:l!u~-·l: L .. l 
llvestilatioa of the 1968 assassination _ family ~ore bis ma_ssi111tion... 

, of Dr. MartlD Lather Kini Jr. and the . - · Could tb1s baetillty toward King ID 
:''81'1 ilmstiption of King's death. AtJaataa, have affected the compl._ 
l! -Tiit llmltlptlon is needed to dear .. of the FBI Investigation of bis -,1=- questica about tbe _. marder? (The Justice Department is 
i itlon of the civil rigbts leader April alreadJ looting into tbe ~ FBI.: 
, . ID u-..a.i. -- . . . Jnestiptloa.) - . , . . . lf,1H8, -........ .1cuu._ < ..• ,. ,,. •·· . ·· · • • 

t1 ·. · • .. "'· .• ...,.,_,.... fte otller major NUOII fl that . 
,l JaereasiD1 mpport for a eon,-. there have always been- .eonsidenble 
'.·lloaaJ bwestiption WU evidenced by. · doabts by many whether James Earl 
inceat-calls by Democratic leaders ID Ray, who pied guilty to lhootiDg Kini, 
;t11e•.Senate ud llW for C!OIIINI" acted alone Jn assallinatin& tbe Nobel 
(;limJ inquiriee Into tbe tragedy. . Pelee Prile winner. . ~ . ' ,,; 
1: 

1
_ ' , • • • . , . \ . · ... '· ~ .. "-. --i..:·,:,, ·ti 

,: l>emoeratfc whip Robert C. Byrd, · ' There WU IOIDt belief that a! .; 
:,D.-W.Va., ar1ecl the Senate IDtelll- spiracy WU Jnvolved, but tbe .. 
;:pace ~ttee to eondact· ' a . concluded Ray acted alone. Ray, . 

- ::"tlaoroap ffl'iew'' of the oriJlnal FBI WU eentenced to N years, later . r ol lllop deatb. And "lo ........ .,.,., •-; ad bu 
Rep.· p Barton, D.-Calif., cll8lr- ,, lllltted that othen were involved. 
man of the Roule Democratic Caucus, · There have also been doubts raised 

the' Hoase ~ commi~ about bow Ray could have eluded U.,·,..: 
;tMlld CGDduct an investlp. tion •. ·. ·. police Jn tbls nation and Canada··i.-
bae of tbe "sbockin1 and confinned" , .. fore be JVu:~ ·hr Li>ndon. And .· ... 
[~ l'-t the FBI bad attempted · .- ""deie··ctii1• biS means· for suda travel·'' 
. to dilcredlt JQnc before bis death. come from? 

" ftat Is one of two major re110111 . More than likely, a congresslODal 
·• tlaere lhoald be a coqn,sstonal Investigation of Kint• usassination , iimstiiit1on of King's assassination. will confirm the FBl's Jnvestiption. 
No OIi bas tamed up evidence that . The· FBI, except for some recent, 
... FBI did not eonduct a tboroulh well-documented slips, is ID outstand-
;ud unbiased investi1ation of the·._ Ing orpniution. But the tremendous,;< 

r
"'-t. Bat recent disclosures have ·~ accomplisbments of Dr. Kini ID bis s~. 
llaown that · the FBI, prodded by it& \ · years of life demand that there be 
dlnctor. the late J. F.dpr Hoover. absolutely no unanswered questions 
,l!Cllldacted lllepl wiretaps and bar- -~ about the way be died. • · 
~ .. . . 

_l__. Xerox copies made1 
· Original sent Bureau. 
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., Classlficatton: l.,_h_ 
Submitting OfUc~1' '-TL '. -~T ··.: ,,, ~'1/ .1 

- • _ ... ,. -:3\:~~f?r::,:; 
0 Being lnvesUqated ···. ·, 

DEC 9, 1975 
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ifl001 AI 

. 10: 53 A1'1 

10: 

MUR 1\1 N. 

PLAIN 
\ 

uRGiNI 1--5-75 UM 

DIREGJOR. (44--56861) 

AlLANlA (44-2366) Cf) 

A 1 i l::. kl IO N : G l::. N;;.R AL I NV .1. S 1 I G Al Iv c D I V IS IO N , 

i.;1vIL R!Grtl~ !::ii:..CIION, RGlM 51~6, Jt.H. 

RE. ATLAiHA If::LCALL TO THE BLlriiA_~, JANUARY 5, 1976. 

?Owl:.LL , WHITE 11ALc, co NI ACTED ----.----. A1 LA Ni A Or rI ~.:. 0 F I H.c. , l!. HAD INFORMATION CONCERNJNG · 

T Ht. Su BJ t.Gf 1'lAJ. 1 t.k. 

0Uiil1~b Pc.RS01\JAL ItHt.RVl.:.W wUti flOWt.LL, Ht. ADVISt.D T!:(Al 
\_ 

DURU,G LAii::. OVfO6Eit Ok t.ARL'\ 1~uV.:..11loi::.R, 1967, DAI£ UNKNOWN; DURING 

1:ht.: LATc.k AJ-'i'C.:RNu01J HOuR!::i' Ht. A1~G :-il.:> brtOIHt.R' CLAJDI!. p JR., 

Ai\ A "SnOlGu,~ fOw.t:.LL", A ,,dlft. i'lf-1.Lt., WcRc. HAVING -----..--­
PiTf:.'S BAR Al 1•10Ri!.LAhU At~D i.;01~1<.::.ui:..rUUc Avt.ivut.::i, ATLANTA, 

Wht.,~ fhE:Y Wt.Re. APPHOACrt.:.tJ bY 11lJiuAL Fr!I.:.ND RAY GO'ft.Y, A 

'GI A, 

E 

i I NCtt, I w 0 

THi:. AfLA1~1A ~1-rnHIHION LJt.PARli•i.:.,,l, 'NhO A..;Kc.l) IF' THf!.Y WOliL[I BE 

Hv1ER1:.:::iI£u IN 11lAKING $50,000. Dllnlt~C:i IHr. POwr..LL dROIH£RS CON­

Vi:.RSA I ION w ITH G OD!ir. Y, II w A;;, ut.li:.Ri'l ll~i:.D THAI GO~iY w OULD PUT 

£ Nu PAGE O Ni!. h 

l,(U -<)-3 t'-~ 3 ~~ •. 
1

• .· . • : ' ,,s,,~~,<: , •f• \c,.: ,:·.',L~ ·ma■o l 1f~~i~;~~. 
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TWO (44-236) 

TH.i' IN L0IA(1 * Ifl{ AW INDIVIJUAL wW0 WOULD PAY ISM TO MURDER 

A ARTIO, LUTHER KING  JR. tOw.LL 6ROIhIRS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 

Trt. i0WIRAQ 10 Uk.DL.R KING AND !hn COV.RSAf ION WAS TERMINATED 

WI'IH 

AIPhUAI*1AAELY OiL Wtt MrAt in i1IX WITH GOIPEYP THE 

PCWLL R01HS I PE' BAR, EXACT DATE 

UNKNOW N, Al AyeROXI NAT iLY Ou Or iynP, w-i.i luLl WERE AP 

FACciLU bY Ai IJIVIDU AL NAUS nALrh (Liu), wH1i Hz.AVY-

IX I'OQA C WE I N9rt 10 AWL I wo W.LLGROO.D, 

LATh. F CR1 Ih. 5, LL'POK, DC\Iasi Ab "LAWY.RIYP", WHO WAS 

I OF A IuLM.. uALc- (LC(j) APPROAGHOD 10 POWL1 

bROS, PCI HIS 6RILFCA61 ON Q SAIL, " I GUESS YOU 

KAWw Whi1'i H.". AHh. PULL S jb NUJUIU IN MSSNT, AT 

WHICH jiAL RALPH (LU)0P.L Hit bRI LFCASLv DISPLAYING WHAT 

H' jAjj WA6 fWNY-FIV. TH0USAL) DULLA90 ANDTHIN SAID, " IF 

YOu LLIJ. 10 iAhi 10 JL, u'IFEY THOUSAND DOLLARS 

MORE ;, N IT'i COPLETh.U". " 1-t0iuu" POWELL RPLI1) TO RALPH 

THA1' HE A) HISRO1HER NEEDh.L 110, 10 iRINK IT.OVh.R, AT WHICH 

rL4E RALPH O_AL) STAiL, "IF yObi MI&D IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I 

LA ' I DO SCSI wtiH YOU". &JjAING LLS WAS SAID AND RALPH 

END PAGI TWO. 
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PAGE THREE (44-2386 > 
a:.osC:D HIS BR!iF"CASE AND LiFT. - POWt.LL ADVISED. THAT RALPH NEVER 

\ ' 

ACTUALLY .:>AID THAT THE. 1•10Ni:i.Y Be.ING OFFi:..RiD to IHE11 wAS TO KILL 

MARI IN LUI h£R K.I NG. 

Nf.llniR HE NOR HIS bROIHin;;i Od;;.;l:.RVr:.D HOW RALPH CL NU) CA11E OR, 

Lt.JI TH£ BAR. THEY HAVi N01 Sir:.i~ rfALPh CL Nu) SlNCi:. THAI DATE.. 
I 

H~ HAS NOI Bil:.N IN CONiACI ~I,ri RAY GOURi:..Y IN APPROXIMATELY 
/\. 

SEV£t~ Yt.ARS A,~J DOc..S NOf KNOW G,:.i1;riL't'., LOCttIION. !Hi£ ONLY OTHER 

INDIVli)UALS AwARE OF tic. AN:J .-HS oli i1;.:.R'S i1El:.TING wlTH RALPH' 

AILAMA AND 

ril s BR or lil:.R 

rlIS 

w Hr r £ 111 AL c: , 

R AL P ;-i CL Nu ) • 

i~E.R OF. I HE l3 AR: Iii HERE HE A ND 

r'IRST-HAND KNOWLt.DGc. OF THE fl'lATIER ,· SHE IS 

' _AWAR£ Of I Ht:. FACT~ DESCRioLO IHcM fO HER. 

fi:.H:: DAVIS ACTUALL ObSc.RvcD rtALPri CL NU) i:.NTER AND EXIT. HIS' 

BAR, BUT 1~iVc.R iN1t.R£lJ THE CONVi.i.R5Hil0N BiTWC:iN RALPH (LNU) AND 

1 nt:.11l St:L'v i:.. ~. 

;,J..l1iiC.:R tit. NOR HIS 6hOi11t..H wc.Ri;. INVOLV1:.iJ IN THli. KIL
1

LING OF 

i'IARIH, Lu1hc.R KING, JR. BECA..;.S.:. Ir.I:'.. wriOL!:.. 5ITUAIION, AS D£SCR!BED 

ABOVi:.,'"S(.,ARED U::-" •. Hi IS .vILLii'li:.i 10 IAK'- A POLYGRAPH IN THIS 

Ei·.;D PAGt f HRi:.~. 

. . 
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PAGi FOUR (44-2386) 

Ht.. ii.AS wA1Tli:J) NUJi:.. Yl!:AR;;:i IO CONfACf Thi:!. 'Fol IN fHIS MATTER 

DISI~RdL0 HIS CONSCit.~Cl ANJ n..:. f~Lf fHAl H~ HAD IO FURNISH THIS 

PCWc.LL STATE.D THAI IHl:. ifoASOiv Ht. d.!..Lll:.Vi::..S HE AND HIS BROTHER 

wERE C01l1ACTt.D BY GODRt.Y 16 tH .. CAu;:i.:.. HIS dROTHiR' "SHOTGUlv" POWELL ' 
/✓ 

S£RVED ·FIVt. Yt:.ARS FOR AR-i'ir;.U kOBoc.RY AND, AT THAT TI14E, 1967, HIS 
I 

BHOI~H hAD A Rli..PUTAIION FOri 6.:.l!11G AN t:.t<Pli..~T WITH A SHOTGUN. 

POWc.LL STATED HI::i BROTHcR, AT TriAI Ili1li:., CONSTANTLY CARRIED A 

ShUfGUN 8iCAUSl:., "HL HAS AN iNF~RIORIIY CO~PLEX". 

Rl-..Qi.Ji.:.SI OF Ii-ii fhJni:.AU. ·CulHACf .iHi::.. DE.PARHiENT TO DETERtHNE 

IF ADDITIONAL liWt:.SflGATION cu.~C.:..1HHi~G 'irk AoOV~ 11\JFORitJATION IS 

l!.1~1.) • 

I 

RSP r"BI HQ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) ·r ~-.. 
ffla,q _d/{/J·ve? . FBI ~!717 7J, 

. fl Date: 1/5/76 
I 
I 
I 

PLAINTEXT 1 Transmit the following in ____________________ ____, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

TELETYPE URGENT 1 
Via ____________________________ ! 

(Precedence) I 

----::,- ---~:;E~::;~::_~~~:l~-;19;--tSP __________ 1 

------- -

FROM: ATLANTA ~(P) 

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, 

CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOM 5136, JEH. 

MURKIN. 

RE ATLANTA TELCALL TO THE 5, 1976. 

ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON O N POWELL, WHITE MALE, CONTACTED 

ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING HE HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING 

THE SUBJECT MATTER. 

DURING PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH POWELL, HE ADVISED THAT 

DURING LATE OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWN, DURING 

THE LATER AFTERNOON HOURS, HE AND_HIS BROTHER, CLAUD~LL, JR,, 

AKA "SHOTGUN POWELL", A WHITE MALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK I~ 

PETE'S BAR AT -MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE AVEN~~~~ANTA, GEORGIA, 

WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEND RAr~EY, A WHITE 

MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TWO 

HUNDRED TWENTY POUNDS, COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER, EMPLOYEE OF 

THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMENT, WHO ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE 

INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000. DURING THE POWELL BROTHERS CON-

VERSATION WITH GODREY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT GODREY WOULD PUT 

w (1-'i · LI l-( -· ~ Jtf~, - cJ :'3 t./ END PAGE ONE. 
c_i_i - Atlanta 

AWB:far 

Aw~--------.. --.. -.-------

I 
t 
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FD-36 (Rev, 2-14-74) 

F 8 I 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -----------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 
Via _________ -------------------1 

(Precedence) 1 

------------------------------------------------' ------- -PAGE TWO (44-2386) 

THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM TO MURDER 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 

THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE CONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED 

WITH GODREY. 

APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY., THE 

POWELL BROTHERS WERE AGAIN DRINKING IN PETE'S BAR., EXACT DATE 

UNKNOWN., AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM., WHEN THEY WERE AP­

PROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH (LNU)., WHITE MALE., HEAVY­

SET., SIX FOOT ONE INCH TO TWO INCH., NO ACCENT., WELL-GROOMED., 

LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN., DESCRIBED AS "LAWYER-TYPE", WHO WAS 

IN POSSESSION OF A BRIEFCASE. RALPH (LNU) APPROACHED THE POWELL 

BROTHERS., PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, "I GUESS YOU 

KNOW WHY I'M HERE". THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT 

WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE., DISPLAYING. WHAT 

HE SAID WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, "IF 

YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 

MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED". "SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH 

THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH 

TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW., I 

CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING.ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH 

Approved: ____________ _ Sent _______ M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-36 (Rev, 2-14-74) 

. ' 
FBI 

Date: 

lf!f 

Transmit the following in --------,.,..--,--------,-----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

Via _________ -------------------' 
(Precedence) I 

------------------------------------------------' ------- -
PAGE THREE (44-2386) 

CLOSED HIS ~RIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH NEVER 

ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO KILL 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHERS OBSERVED HOW RALPH (LNU) CAME OR 
' 

LEFT THE BAR. THEY HAVE NOT SEEN RALPH (LNU) SINCE THAT DATE. 

HE HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY GODREY IN APPR_OXIMATELY 

SEVEN YEARS AND DOES NOT KNOW GODREY'S LOCATION. THE ONLY OTHER 

INDIVIDUALS AWARE OF 

ATLANTA AND PET 

HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH (LNU). 

ING WITH RALPH 

WHITE FEMALE OF 

OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND 

HIS WIFE HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER, SHE IS 

AWARE OF THE FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEM TO HER. 

PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY OBSERVED RALPH (LNU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS 

BAR, BUT NEVER ENTERED THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN RALPH (LNU) AND 

THEMSELVES. 

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRIBED 

ABOVE, "SCARED US". HE IS WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS 

END PAGE THREE. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit t.he following in --------=-----,-----:--:-----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 
Via _________ -------------------' 

(Precedence) I 
I -------------------------------------------------------- -

PAGE FOUR (44-2386) 

MATTER. 

HE HAS WAITED NINE YEARS TO CONTACT THE FBI IN THIS MATTER 

BECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION WHICH 

DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS 

INFORMATION TO THE FBI. 

POWELL STATED THAT THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER 
i 

WERE CONTACTED BY GODREY IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL 

SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND, AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS 

BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING ,AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN. 

?OWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT ,TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A 
i 

SHOTGUN BECAUSE, "HE HAS AN INFERIORITY COMPLEX". 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE 

IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE INFORMA~ION IS 

DESIRED AT THfSTIME. 

END. 

Approved: ____________ _ Sent _______ M Per _____ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

~0~~1?77 
Date: 1/5/76 

PLAINTEXT 
Transmit the following in----------'-----------------1 

- I 

(Type in plaintext or code) 
I 

TELETYPE URGENT 1 
Via _________ -------------------1 

(Precedence) I 
I 

----::,----~:~~::; ~:-/19).--?!!.,-~ ~ -,~~~s~ -~- -. -Jgrc 

FROM: ATLANTA ~(P) '1YJ-,,T•--

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, 

CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOM 5136, JEH. 

MURKIN. 

RE ATLANTA 

ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON O ,N POWELL, WHITE MALE, CONTACTED-. 

ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING HE HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING· 

THE SUBJECT MATTER. 

DURING PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH POWELL, HE ADVISED THAT 

DURING LATE OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWN, DURING .. 

THE LATER AFTERNOON HOURS, HE AND.HIS BROTHER, CLAUD~LL, JR,, 

AKA "SHOTGUN POWELL", A WHITE MALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK I~ 

PETE'S BAR AT-MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE AVEN~~~~ANTA, GEORGIA, 

WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEND RAr~EY, A WHITE 

MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TWO 

HUNDRED TWENTY POUNDS, COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER, EMPLOYEE OF 

THE ATLANTA SANITATION DEPARTMENT, WHO ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE 

INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000. 
F 

VERSATION WITH GODJEY, IT WAS 

END PAGE ONE. 
tl}- Atlanta 
"-AWB:far 

DURING THE POWELL BROTHERS CON­

DETERMINED THAT GO,EY WOULD PUT 

LI ll - :t_ Jf""' - cl '3 '-/ 

Ap~ _.--=-------------

t: t ... 

• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in _____________________ _ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

Via_________ I -------,.(P=-r-ec-ed-=-e-nc-e),----------, 

------------------------------------------------' ------- -PAGE TWO (44-2386) 

THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM TO MURDER 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 

THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE CONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED 

WITH GODREY. 

APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GO~EY, THE 

POWELL BROTHERS WERE AGAIN DRINKING IN ~ETE'S BAR, EXACT DATE 

UNKNOWN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM, WHEN THEY WERE AP-· 

PROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH (LNU), WHITE MALE, HEAVY-. ' ' 

SET, SIX FOOT ONE INCH TO TWO INCH, NO ACCENT, WELL-GROOMED, 

LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, DESCRIBED AS "LAWYER-TYPE", WHO WAS 

IN POSSESSION OF A BRIEFCASE. RALPH (LNU) APPROACHED THE POWELL 
l 

' BROTHERS, PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, "I GUESS YOU 

KNOW WHY I'M HERE". THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT 

WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING. WHAT 

HE SAID WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, "IF 

YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 

MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED". "SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH 

THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH 

TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I 

CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH 

Approved: ____________ _ Sent _______ M Per _____ _ 
Spl'cial Agent i11 Charge 
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ---------:-:::---------,-----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 
Via _________ ___________________ ! 

(Precedence) I 

------------------------------------------------' ------- -
PAGE THREE (44-2386) 

CLOSED HIS ~RIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH NEVER 

ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO KILL 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHERS OBSERVED HOW RALPH (LNU) CAME OR 
' 

LEFT THE BAR. THEY HAVE NOT SEEN RALPH (LNU) SINCE THAT DATE. 
~ 

HE HAS NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY GO~REY IN APPROXIMATELY 

SEVEN YEARS AND DOES NOT KNOW GOt:E~'S LOCATION. THE ONLY OTHER 
A 

INDIVIDUALS AWARE OF ND HIS BROTHER'S M ING WITH RALPH 

WHITE FEMALE OF 

ATLANTA AND PET AVIS, WHITE MAL,, OWNER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND 

HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH (LNU). 

HIS WIFE HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER, SHE IS 

AWARE OF THE FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEM TO HER. 

PETE DAVIS ACTUALLY OBSERVED RALPH (LNU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS 

BAR, BUT NEVER ENTERED THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN RALPH (LNU) AND 

THEMSELVES. 

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRIBED 

ABOVE, "SCARED US". HE IS WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS 

END PAGE THREE. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ---------------.----------, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

-------=---=---~---------' (Precedence) I 
Via ________ _ 

I -------------------------------------------------------- -
PAGE FOUR (44-2386) 

MATTER. 

HE HAS WAITED NINE YEARS TO CONTACT THE FBI IN THIS MATTER 

BECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION WHICH 

DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS 

INFORMATION TO THE FBI. 

POWELL STATED THAT THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER , 
WERE CONTACTED BY GODjEY IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN" POWELL 

SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND, AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS 

BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN. 

fOWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A 

SHOTGUN BECAUSE, "HE HAS AN INFERIORITY COMPLEX". 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE 

IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE INFORMA~ION IS 

DESIRED AT THfSTIME. 

END. 

Approved: ____________ _ Sent _______ M Per _____ _ 

. l 
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' '· 

I. 

~if~ (mk4:"44:"74). . . \,_/ \__./ I 

.. :~~ - . . ~ • ~ pj ~. I 

IY!tf-1 ~ ~ F ::, l/5/76 1 7 
I 

PLAINTEXT 1 Transmit the following in _____________________ ...., 
(Type in plainte:,;t or code} 

I 

TELE'rYl>E URGENT 1 Via __________________________ I 

(Precedence} I 

----:,-- -~:i::;~ :~--3~;~~-,,9;--ts,----------I -- --- - - -

FROM: ATLANTA ~(P) 

MURKIN. 

ATTENTION: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, 

C!VIL RIGHTS SECTION, ROOM 5136, JEH .• 

RI ATLANTA TELCALL TO THE BUR· 
I 

ON JANUARY 4, 19 7 6, LEON O . N POWELL, WHITE MALE, CONTAC'?l!m 

A~.:t..AftA QFFICE OF THE FBI ADVISING HE HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING 

'WE ffiJEOT MATTER. 

DURING PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH POWEtt, HE ADVISED THAT 

DUlUlfG LATE OCTOBER· OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, DATE UNKNOWN, DURING 

1ftlE LATE.R AFTERNOON HOURS, HE AND HIS BROTHER, CLAUD~LL, JR., 

AKA ~SHOTGUN POWELL", A WHITE MALE, WERE HAVING A DRINK I~ 

PR'E'_S BAR AT .. MORELAND AND CONFEDERATE·AVE~. A ATT!LAANTA, GEORGIA, 

lfttBN THEY WERE APPROACHED BY MUTUAL FRIEND RA~Y, A WHITE 

MALE, APPROXIMATEL~ FOR'I'Y YEA1f5 OF AGE, SIX FEET ONE INCH, TWO 

HUNDRED TWENTY POUNDS, COUN'!'f\Y AND WESTERN SINGER, EMPLOYEE OF 

THE N?tAN'l'A SANITATION DEPAR'l'MEN'r, WHO ASKED IF THEY WOULD BE 

INTERESTED IN MA.KING $50 .,ooo.~ DURING THE POWELL BROTHERS CON~ 

VERSATI<l'N ~ GODREY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT GODREY WOULD PUT 

E ONE. LI l{ - ~3<f'",-
anta ~· ~ J• 

Ap~.~: ~ < - Sent /i ~ IV/I M Per --=::&.CS;~-
/ Special Agent in Charge 
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l 

\,__/ 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in _____________________ __ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

Vm _________ --------------------' 
(Precedence) I 

------------------------------------------------' ------- -PAGE TWO (44-2386) 

THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD.PAY THEM TO MURDER 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 

THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE CONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED 

WITH GODREY. 

APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY, THE 

POWELL BROTHERS WERE AGAIN DRINKING IN PETE'S BAR, EXACT DATE 

UNKNOWN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM, WHEN THEY WERE AP­

PROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH (LNU), WHITE MALE,, HEAVY..; 

SET, S;tl FOOT ONE INCH TO TWO INCH, NO ACCENT, WELL-GROOMED, 

LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, DESCRIBED AS "LAWYER-TYPE", WHO WAS 

IN, POSSESSION OF A BRIEFCASE. RALPH (LNU) APPROACHED THE. POWELL 

BROTHERS, PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, "I GUESS YOU' 

KNOW WHY I'M HERE". THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT 

WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING WHAT 

HE SAID WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, "IF 

YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE'S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 

MOlm WHEN IT'S COMPLETED". "SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH 

THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH 

TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I 

CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH 

Approved: ____________ _ Sent _______ M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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l 

L 

F 8 I 

Date: 

Transmit the following in --------,----------,----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

Via ________ ------=----=---,----------' 
(Precedence) I 

------------------------------------------------' ------- -
PAGE THREE (44-2386) 

CLOSED HIS BRIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH NEVER 

ACTUALLY SAID THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO THEM WAS TO KILL 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

NEITHER HE NOR HIS BROTHERS OBSERVED HOW RALPH (LNU) CAME OR 

LEFT THE BAR. THEY HAVE NOT SEEN RALPH (LNU) SINCE THAT DATE. 

HE HAS/NOT BEEN IN CONTACT WITH RAY GODREY IN APPROXIMATELY 

SEVEN YEARS AND DOES NOT KNOW GODREY'B LOCATION. THE ONLY OTHER 

INDIVlDUALS AWARE OF ING WITH RALPH 

WHITE FEMALE OF 

ATLANTA AND PET AVIS, WHITE MAL., OWNER OF THE BAR WHERE HE AND 

HIS BROTHER TALKED WITH RALPH (LNU). 

HIS WIFE HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER., SHE IS 

AWARE OF THE FACTS AS HE DESCRIBED THEM TO HER. 

PETE DAVIS ACTUALLYOBSERVED RALPH (LNU) ENTER AND EXIT HIS 

BAR, BUT NEVER ENTERED THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN RA.LPH (LNU) AND 

THEMSELVES. 

NEITHER HE NOR H1S BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF 

~TlN LUTHER KING, JR. BECAUSE THE WHOLE SITUATION, AS DESCRIBED 

ABOVE., ""SCARED US''. HE IS WILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH IN THIS 

END PAGE THREE. 

Approved: ___________ _ 

Spedal Agent in Charge 
Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 
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FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in--------------..,,...,..---------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

1 
I 

Vm _________ -------~-=-----------' (Precedence) I 
I -------------------------------------------------------- -

PAGE FOUR (44-2386) 

MATTER. 

HE HAS WAITED NINE YEARS TO CONTACT THE FBI IN THIS MATTER 

BECAUSE HE RECENTLY OBSERVED A DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION WHICH 

DISTURBED HIS CONSCIENCE AND HE FELT THAT HE HAD TO FURNISH THIS 

INFORMATION TO THE FBI. 

POWELL~STATED THAT THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND HIS BROTHER 

WERE CONTACTED BY GODREY IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, "SHOTGUN!' POWELL 

SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND> AT THAT TIME, 1967, HIS 

BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING .AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN. 

fO'WELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A 

S:'ffOTGUN BECAUSE, "HE HAS AN INFERIORITY COMPLEX" .. 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU. CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT TO DETERMINE 

IF ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS 

DES:tRED AT THf.fTIME. 

END. 

Approved: ____________ _ Sent _______ M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-L ...,_ - le MAY 1111 EDITIQN ,.--.,, 
NA l'PMII (41 c:1111) IOl•I ... 

r • UNITED STATES 0\.--~RNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO 

SAC Atlanta (44-2386) DATE: 1/4/76 

PROM SPC Robert L. McKay 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

IOIO•IOI 

At 2:19 AM January 4,1976 writer was telephonically 
contacted by an unidentified white male who advised that 
he had information about the killing of Martin Luther King,Jr. 
The caller advised that in November of 1967 he and his 
brother were offered $25,000.00 cash by two males in "fETE 1S 
PLACE" on Moreland Avenue in Atlanta, Ga.,for killing KING. 
The caller advised that he wanted to see an agent as soon 
as possible to relate the facts of this offer and to 
identify the principals in the transaction. 

The caller advised that his telephone number was 
289-1545 and his address _ 3841 Austin Dr., Decatur, Ga. 
The caller refused to give his name or to discuss the 
matter further over the telephone. . 

Supervisor BERRY advised of the above 3:40 AM 1/4/76. 
Indices negative re address and telephone number. 
Atlanta city and suburban Criss-Cross directories 

negative. 

t./ ~ ~ ?- J( C - J 311 It 
;· -~. ~ . . -·••--"----·~ .. ' ~:~-=-' 

· .... --- -------• -,..,,.,,,._.---•-·· 

• . -,-• r 
- ~ : .... ~ < • 0 C 

Buy U.S. St111ing.r Bond.r Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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TO 

PROM 

----· MAY IIM IUHTIQN 

·-PPMII (a CPII) IOl•ll.t 

UNITED STATES Gb---f'~RNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC Atlanta (44-23$6) 

SPC Robert L. McKay 

DATE: 1/4/76 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

IIIIO•IOI 

At 2:19 Al'v1 January 4,1976 writer was telephonically 
contacted by an unidentified white male who advised that 
he had information about the killing of Martin Luther King,Jr. 
The caller advised that in November of 1967 he and his 
brother were offered $25,000.00 cash by two males in "~ETE 1S 
PLACE" on Moreland Avenue in Atlanta, Ga.,for killing KING. 
The caller advised that he wanted to see an agent as soon 
as possible to relate the facts of this offer and to 
identify the principals in the transaction. 

The caller advised that his telephone number was 
2$9-1545 and his address .• 3841 Austin Dr., Decatur, Ga. 
The caller refused to give his name or to discuss the 
matter further over the telephone. 

Supervisor BERRY advised of the above 3:40 AM 1/4/76. 
Indices negative re address and telephone number. 
Atlanta city and suburban Criss-Cross directories 

negative. 

Buy U.S. S1111ings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

j 
) 

/ ', 
I 
{ ' ' 
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x_~_t:_·_:_':.;_.. :'. ~;-.. , 
'~ . ..,~~,. . . ·: .. :;.;:·: ', 

!;;:i!Jf·· 
·1n0, 1 WA PLAIN , . r . . . 

. _5.1~9~M URGENT 1/6/76 DLS ', ,:.,:.( .'·, 
., TO -~·TL'A~·TA ... (44•2~86) . . , '. ;_· 

' '· 
1 . . .: '·.y;: 

FROM DIREC"I;OR C~4•3886J)·_: . 
I,. 

·I 
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- · PAGE TWO 
_.i,\', 

.. i.l 
'l .·!Ii ' 

. _1\ ,:' 

. i 

!1ETERM! 1-JE ALL PLACES:( WHERE CLA UDt POWEl..L REPORtEDL Y __ · -
. ' . ' 

)' . ' . 
INCARCERATED TO DETERMINE IF EVER I~CARCER~TED WITH JAMES.EARL 

. ~ ~ . 

,.; :RAY •. _: l : ;· l 

,·, , : ; \ •• • -. • • :;,. • -I •• • • - r ~ : ' , • ••• • 

· ·\'{ANDLE ANY ADD!!!.0NAL\0SVI0US AND L,0GICAL. LEADS DEVELOPED 
• • ~ (;~.- ,~/.. _·. '... , : •' 1 . ; _:_. ': ': \ '! ' ... ::. , .. . --~- • .-- ~ ., .· . ' . ~ , ' . ," ,t' .l, ... 

·:>" SUCR AS TfiE_ INTERVIEW OF'. ANY ADD IT IO!JAL' WITNESSES. DEVELOPF.It : · · 
.)\ -~ ~: ,. ,,. ,_ .·;. ·, • :·-i·.. ~-- · '/ • :.\! · - . :.f.--:•~- /.·r ~·· ,:·· .. _ ·· ·· .. \· ~ .. -:> ._. ,.. -i. - : . .;, 

'•\: DUR!Nq r 1TERVIEw. IF' ANY 'GtuESTION .ARISES· Rlt COVERING A riv ' . I. 

-~::Anrntzo{\At.;1
LEAD, PHOMPT.LYC'.ONT~-cf fB,IHQ~:i'._··;_... ,<. •. --

. • ·,. • t .. ;\ . . . - _,{ 

. '· f. 1.CRD ·WILL ,MAKE A DE!ERMiNATION 'RE PROVIDH?G LC:ON 0.111EN POWELL 

< w1n{~:~OLYGRAPH UPO~J COMPLET±ON OP' ABO-VE tr~VEST!G.ATIOij. _.,· 
- : .: ·.,;.-.~ ,/ ' - : . - : ..... :(;) ;: : ,.·,, .< . ','.·.· ·-::. ~· :~,,.--:_. ·./' •;,. ,., .. ".,;,_ ''•.t ._•'. 

'· ·f' · /,1ri,~l~D1ATELY coNnucr. \~~.s INYEST!GATIOri ·AND .. sur:Et SUMMARY· 
_I.'~.., . . ;:: .· :'' . . . \. '. < ! ... , ' -•• 

0\1 A\DAll.Y BASIS UNT.IL THIS' INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED. HA~DLE 
,., ... . ? '~Al • I ~' < - ; l : -: . 1 ·_ ~> # • - ",' • • • • ' ~ ' : ,· ~ • • ' 

. .' A'lY :i~f~PS OUT OF' YOUR DIV If ,tOM_ BY }~L~rXP~• -HAN?l..E_ PURSUA~? , -

·>-.. ro"~fcr10N 21~ votuME 11, ~ANUAL oi 1N~tRuc110Ns_~ ·Atso' FuR~nsH 
- · ... · .// . . · :.· :tL . :.: ..... ~.--. ~--. ."!,~--- .,<· ·" •• ., :;·,'- _-.. - ... -" • •, i_\•: ·. •: __ ; 

·tJ.r;t: 1i•FORMATI~N -ro MEM?His~\-1:_~_E .<>r~1cE:or, .. ,~~.101M. --~>·:· -.. _ 
~~1(_ , COPY MA !LED MEMPHIS.: :;\ _ : ",._ -·:.: ~<·:~ t''•':;;''::.: ,, ,; _- , i.' ~. 

< '! ,, ,: • ., ! , . ;: . . -~-
" ' . • . • V- . , -
'ENO · 

. \ . : .. ' . . 

\ , 
FBI AT ACK FOR ONE 

HLF CLR 

.. 
. :i~:~ -: 

'. 
'·-1 

,' , .,-,; 

.-- /// 
.. ,, 

. ' 
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· NR05 I WA PLAIN 

. 5t09PM URGENT 1/,6/76 DLS 
, 

TO ATLANTA (44-2386) 

FROM DIRECTOR 

MURKIN 

(44-38861) 

REATTEL JANUARY 5, 1976. 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CRD), u. S. DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE, REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION TO 

RESOLVE ALLEGATION MADE BY LEON OWEN POWELL AS SET FORTH I~ 

'RE TEL. · 

INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, COMPOS AND DAVIS FOR ANY· 

!~FORMATION THEY HAVE RE LEON owEN POwELL·s ALLEGATION. 

0BTAIM ARTIST•$ CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LAST NAME UNKNOWN> 
t.,,,"'' 

FROM LEON OWEN POwELL. HANDLE THROUGH FACIAL I0ENT!FICATI0N 

CATALOG AS SET FORTH IN FBI HANDBOOK, PART I, PAGE 21. 
, 

!MMEDIATEL Y F'ACSI MILE RESULTS DIRECTLY TO EXHIBITS SECT ION, 

FB!HQ, AND TELEPHONICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST•S 

CO!\!CEPTIO~J DIRECTLY WITH EXHIBITS SECTION. 

DETERMINE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS INCLUDING RESIDENCE ,,_,,,, 
AND EMPLOYMENT OF RAY GODFREY. CRD STATED GODFREY SHOULD 

NOT BE INTERVIEWED AT THIS TIME. ----

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO 

"f ~./¥ *&8:"* ,ze .. , '1*~;; '9,, 1:jhie>P+~.i¥z ?IWffetJ tJI§> - ~ ' AA .v1 :~"~s~* w 39~ -5f:3~pa: -',:.-*,t:4ifi{;f'.t~~\~ .?.;[:·~D(8;! 
,,.,-""~ 

DETERMINE ALL PLACES WHERE CLAUDE POWELL REPORTEDLY 

INCARCERATED TO DETERMINE IF EVER INCARCERATED wlTH JAMES EARL 

RAY. 

HANDLE ANY ADDITIONAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL LEADS DEVELOPED 

SUCH AS THE INTERVIEW OF ANY ADDITIONAL WITNESSES DEVELOPED 

DURING IMTERVIEW. IF ANY QUESTION ARISES RE COVERING ANY 

ADDITIO~JAL LEAD, PROMPTLY CONTACT FBIHQ. 
- ' 

CRD WILL MAKE A DETERMINATION RE PROVIDING· LEON OwEN POWELL 

WITH POLYGRAPH UPON COMPLETION OF ABOVE INVESTIGATION. 

IMMEDIATELY CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGATION AND SUTEL SUMMARY 
\ 

ON A DAILY 'BASIS UNTIL !HIS INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED. HANDLE 

ANY LEADS OUT OF YOUR DIVISION BY TELETYPE. HANDLE PURSUANT 

TO SECTION 27, VOLUME II, MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS. ALSO FURNISH 

ALL IMFORMATION TO MEMPHIS, THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN. 

COPY MA !LED MEMPHIS.,... 

END 

FBI AT ACK FOR ONE 

HLF THANKS CLR 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NR005 · EP PLA I NTEXT . 

11:27PM URGE~T JANUARY 7, 1976 HXG 

TO: DIRECTOR '(44-3886 D 

ATLA~TA (44-2386) 

FROM: EL PASO (44•NEW> CP) /Ill?/// 

MURKIN. 
I 

RE ATLANTA TEL TO DIRECTOR, EL PASO, CHARLOTTE, AMD MEMPHIS. 

DATED JA ~lUARY 1, 1976. 

D.M. WILLIAMS, MANAGER, SCOTTISH INN MOTEL, MIDLAND, TEXAS, 

' ADVISED THOROUGHT SEARCH OF MOTEL RECORDS FROM D~CEMBER 1, 1975 

TO PRESENT FAILED TO REVEAL A NY RECORD CONCERN ING CL.AuDE P01,,ELL, 

JR. AS RES!DH1G AT ·THAT MOTEL. DRIVER'S LICENSE CHECK STATE OF TEXAS, 

ARREST CHECKS MIDLAND AND ODESSA, TEXAS, CITY AND TELEPHONE 

DIRECTORY AND NEW LISTINGS ALL NEGATIVE CONCER~ING CLAUDE POwELL, JR •. 

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA: ~ILL RECONTACT LEON OWEN POwELL 

FOR MORE SPECIFIC INFORMATION CONCERNIMG RESIDENCE OF CLAuDE POWELL, 

JR. A'lD/OR ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SUCH AS CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 

TO FACILITATE THE LOCATION OF' CLAUDE POWELL, JR. FOR INTERVIE'N 

BY THE EL PASO DIVISION. 

EL PASO AT EL PASO, TEXAS: WILL CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO 

DETERMP.lE IF POWELL IS STAYING AT DIFF'ERE~tT MOTEL. NOTE NO OTHER 

['))TELS P.1 MIDLAND-ODESSA AREA HAVE NAME SIMULAR TO SCOTTISH 

H1
' 1 • CREDIT CHECKS WILL BE CONDUCTED MORNING OF JANUARY 8, 1976. 

EL PASO WILL SUTEL RESULTS. 

END 

ATW/.F'BI AT CLEAR 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~\> · .. · ....... · 
:9·,t,tA N'!I ': . 

: I' .. • . ··-- . . '· 

.·.'.f:'ifWPM ftHftf l/6/?C DLS 
... ! 

I 

·•·· to ATl:AffTA (4◄•!386) 
l 

· IROM DIRECTOR (44•3886 t> I , . 

.. ·. ,,URKtN 

REATT!L JANUARY 5, 1976. 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CRD), u. s. DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE, REQUESTS TKE FOtLOWING IMMED~ATE INVESTIGATION TO 

RESOLVE ALLEGATION MAOE BY LEON OWEN POWELL AS SET FORTH IN 

RF.:TEL. 

INTE~VIEw CLAUDe POWELL, COMPOS AND DAVIS FOR ANY 

I'·!F'ORMATIO~ THEY KAVE RE LEON owEN POwELL•s AlL!GATION. 

OBTAI fi1 ARTIST• S COtlCEPTION OF RALPH Cl.AST ~AME UNK~OwN> 

,rROM LEON OWEN POwEl.L. HA~DLE TKROU'lH FACIAL Il1ENTIF'U!ATION 

CATALOG AS SET FORTH IN FBI HAND&OOK. PART 1, PAGE 21. 
, 

!"MEDIATELY FACSIPUL£ RESULTS DIRECTLY TQ EXHIBITS SECTION, 
' I ' e 

P'BIKQ 1 AND TELEPHONICA'LLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST•S 
. . 

· CONCEPT!0'1 DIRECTLY WITH EXlUBITS SECTION. 

DETERMINE PRESENT wHl!REABOlfl'S INCLUDING RESIDENCE 

AND E~PLOYMENT OF RAY GODFREY. CRD STATtD GODFREY SHOULD 

NOT B£ I~'TERV!EWEO Ar' THIS TIME,. 
• 

, I 

L/ L{ - :i_ '.---~· _, 
~-' 
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' ' :., jl_.E two',, ' . '.:::\l .', .· \· ; r 
' "" i/' )tt/ .. ·\1-, . .. , · , •. \ l , ._ .' 
· t}· '! . DET!JUUNE ALL PLACE$; 1 \flt!Ri OLAUD' POWELL R!J>OR'U:DlY 

,i:: ,,CAR~ERATED to 1>!TERM1Nt\1, EVER t~CARCERATtD wtTK JAM£s, EARL 

<f pi~'JtA ya: '. I 

f·· ·! ' i;r;•r J(ANDLE ANY ADDITIONAL\OIVIOUS AND LOGICAL LEADS DEVELOP!» I 

·:•;:.c;/\. 1 :r :. ·- (t .: . . ·: \ , 
v'.tilCff AS THE lNTERVIEW OF A~Y ADDITIONAL WITNESSES D£VELOPED 
:.;,:,< ' ·! 

ff:" MtH l'1Tt'RVtEw. 1, ANY ~utst1on .ARISES· Rtt COVERING AtY 
:~\·/ .. :,-'.·} . ; . / . "\ 

('~'->'41'>11IT10,,AL: LEAD, PROMPTLY CONTACT FBIHQ.-
, ' ; . ' 

. : T /CfU> 'WILL MAKE A DETERMJNATION 'RE PROVIDHlG LEON owttN POV!Li.. 
' '', .. 

< VlTH;:,.ot.YGRAPK UPON CONPLETtON OF ABOVE: tNVESTIGATton. 
• I • ' , I' 

/ I lj , 

'.)' IMMtDtATElY OONOUCT 11-tfS IttVESTlGATION ANO SUT'.KL SUMMARY. 
(! . r , : 

· <,ff ,t11>AtL.Y BASIS UNTIL THI$: :tMVEST IGATION 1s COMPL.ET£o. HA"Dtt 
/~ .. -.. -·,,,~'(.'~·>)~?.~:-, ✓'; ·- \'_:_ ' • ' 

't''' ~1JY' '}~~ ADS OUT OY YOUR DIVIFlON BY TELETYPE• HA ND\.£ PUltSUANT 
, ,_ ., .!' I ! , 

. 1
1·f;jf'/~'eTION 21, VOLUME II, ~.ANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS. ALSO P'tJRMISJI 

, . /I i. . , 

/ l''l"ORIIATIOM TO i.El'!PKIS.\TII£ OF'FlqJ! OF ORIGIN. 

I · , • COPY l'lA ILED MEMPHIS• 1. · 
I I 
1 e:,m \ 
' \ 

FBI AT ACK ,oR ON! 

Hl.F 'THANKS CLR 

./ 
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DIRECTOR 

ATLA'ffA 

EL PASO 

MURKIN • 

(44 ... 38861) 

(44•2386.) 

<44• ~.rn:w> CP> lllt?II/ 

. l 
i RE ATLANTA TEL TO DIRECTOR, EL PASO, CHARLOTTE, A~D MEMPHIS· 
i 
i 

QATF.O JA '·1UARY 1, 15176. 
I 

D.\\1. w!LLIAMS, MANAGER, SCOTTISH HHJ r-mTEL, MH'>LA'iO, TEXAS;· 

ADVISED THORDUG.HT SEARCH OF' MO.TEL REC9Rt1s FROM DEC.El'l!B~R t, 1975 . 

TO PRESENT FA ILE:D TO REVEAL ANY RECORD 
1
CONC'ERNING CLAUDE PO,iELL, 

! 
JR-. AS RESID!\1G AT THAT MOTEL. DR!VE:R~S LICENSE CHF.CK STATE OF i / \ .· 

I 

4RREST CHECKS MIDLA~lO AND ODESSA, T~XA~• CITY AND TELEPHO~E 
I . 1 

1l 

QIRECTORY A~n MEW LISTINGS ALL NEGATIVE COMCER"!NG CLAUDE POwELL,. 
J j 

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA, GEOR~IA: 

\ 

JR. A"sJO/OR ANY ADDITIONAL INF.'ORMATIO~l \SUCH AS CURREMT ~MPLOY!\'lF.:NT. 

to FACILITATE THE: LOCATION OF' CLAUDE POWELL, JR. i1-"0R HtTERVIEW 

BY THE P:L PASO DIVISION • 

. EL PASO AT Et PAS0 9 TEXAS: WILL CONDUCT I\lVESTIGATION TO 
i 

QETERMP1E IF POWELL .IS S!AY!i~G AT DIFF'ERE~T MOTEL. "10TE MO OTHER 

·~TELS V' M1DLAND•ODESSA AREA HAVE ~1AMt SIMHL.AR TO SCOTTISH 
\ \ ~ "· 

r)•,. 
! 

CREDIT CHECKS WILL BE CONDUCTED M~R~I,G OF JANUARY 81 1376. 
I 

EL PASO WILL SUTEL RESULTS, 

i 
ATWI.FBI AT CLEAR 
i 

\ 
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T,.,ait dtCtdiu ~ Feuiaile .. PLAIMTEXT 

To: SAC, ATl.a.Alr.rA 

F,-~ DIRECTOR FBI, IDERT DIV 
Svliiac+: 

LEON OWEN POWELL FBI# 220--012-E 
CLAUDE POWELL JR. FBi# 212-946-A 

r:J l,rtlpJ C-uptleon QOthn-------------

S,Kiol hadli•i iutntdioas: 

ATTN: S .. A. DICK BERRY 

COPYS OR BF.CORDS PER YQUB BEQllEBLON .. .PHONE CALL 1-7-76 

~:BBYAJiT 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. , ,,"·, "'• 
-. - ... ~ .. Mc.;t:,•. • 

T,.,alt ttt.defl ~ Fecsitaile .. PLAIMTElT Pt~ '.• IlBGENT 

To: SAC, ATLANTA 

Froa; DIRECTOR FBI, IDENT DIV 
Svhiact: 

LEON OWEN POWELL FBI# 220-012-E 
CLAUDE POl\"ELL JR. FEi.:11 212-946-A 

D°"---------------
S,edcd Ladli111 instNmoes: 

A,TTN: S.A. DICK BERRY 

Cfi1YS OF BECOBDS PER YQTIB REQllEB'! ... OlLPHONE CALL 1-7-76 

~- BaYAJ'iT 

, . 
--~ .. -~~\j ~- i-J/ u 
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ClC!lilWlllffllGF ..... ....,.,. ...... --------+--------+----+---------t------; 

: ;. · ·n Atlu~ aa. 

ID &Uaata ca 

.. Dllt.CO PD 
Decatar GA 

MC (-...t.of 
. s:. cta11• ~ ' 

alJ&atlcaellt ot 
oltildrea S808 

'. 

' .. '' . . ,: 
' .·•· .-~~~--··· 

' . . ... 

:.,: ~~f},t'l} 
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I .... 

•. , 

'\-~•-"".;,,.~ . -~ ··•'" , .... . ..,. .,. 
).,,.;~-\~ .. J: :_ ~~ . -f?~. ~-·;:<· ~ .-~' ·:" .:· :-·,·:. · ••. 

. \ ,: r~. 

1 oe:\IM o 7 1910 bl vrs ION 

-.- 1i' 
irha mDawq FBI tlNIOtd, RlDIBER 220' 012 B · • 1a NmWM4 FOR ornctAL lJ8E 01C 
~ OI" n,..,..,...,, • ..,, hta11EOC111 

MaaYSD ----------:i----------t-----+---------1t----... ---~ .... i 

ID AU..ta Ga 

De-Iallt CO PD 
Deoatv U 

... 
.• . -~~-';i.,.,.-:,s· .. ,:j~~-~ ,. :"""'..._ •• 

Leol) O. Powell 
#211'22 

. 
8/26/55 kt. 86 

6/28/62 wtte 1'eat1ag 

tAall 0Wea tawell 6-29-12 
.aJ.1422 , .. _ • 

MC (.W.t of witbdrawo. 
#ldJJOr di11d) 7•8 1■412 

Jiieoll 0.eD 
Powell 
'3'°452 
am 258457 

1•16-'15 al;MUadoant of 
Cllildrea 3808 

JAN 7 '1976 
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S-10 pa 
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....... dfNit 
per ap 

lllldu -t ha a 8 _,. 
(a.1J.owlDs lataz ,_ __ to dr 

-~ eta) . 

1-485 or 13 
··du; ... 5 

or 13 .._ 

C1-de PcNell J. 7•26•75 1111 nfuwt teat 
21•11~75 . .., dri-. •lmobd 
SID 287685 . lie 

Fbl.,-ATLAN A 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. ., ... 1 ... ••---

•una .......... ......,,, 

II) 
tldta G& 

so 
ft Valley CA 

...... - I -.... 

Ct.a.de l'owll l-lt-8 ._.. rob 
Ir 
821 

CJ.a ... lloNll 5-at C9 rolJ .,. ... 
·eeu 

1-10 pa 
4--D-UPN" 
---•N d:!ecta 
puap 

111M1ezt -t J.1a a 8 W l 
(&1.1owlae late. 

l -
i 

.. --­(1 eta) . 

1.....- .. u·· ..... a-• 
orUdM 

C1-de Po.11 J 7•26•75 11JI nfued tes~ 
21•110--75 . ·- drl.._ •lmolNad 
SID 287685 lie 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i"lUR KIN. 

DiREdIOR (44-36861) .. \ 

EL PASO 

CHARLOTTE 

;iJEifiPHIS 

RE &UREAU IELE.TYPE TO ATLANl'A, JA{~llARY 6, 1976. 

( .. 

~OR INFO OF EL PASO AND CHARLOTT ii., ON &JANUARY 4, · 1~76, LEON 

·:ow1::1~-POWELL, WrfIT£ MALE, ADV!St.U ATLANTA OFFICE THAT DURING.LATE: 
. , 

OCl0Bf:.R OR EARLY l~OVil1Bc.R, 1967, Ht. Ai{D HIS BRO.THER, CLAUDE 

,.POWELL' JR., AKA "SHOTGUN." POWELL~ v,lHlff.. MALE, ~ERr. IN PETE·s ~AR, 

· ·ON MORELAND AVl!.1~Ui IN ALIANfA, Gc.ORGIA 'wHEi~ APPROACHED BY MUTUAL. 
\ ~ , .\ 

FRIEND, NAVii::D RAYGODFRiY, vJhlJ.~ dALi::., APPROXU'lATELY FORTY YEARS 

OF AGE, W rlO ASKC:D IF T Hc.Y, I Ht:. POWC:LL BROTH£RS, WOULD BE 

Ii~'fER_f:SlED 1;¥ i•1AKING $50,000. uODFRc.Y \1JOULD G£T !H£11 rrJ co,~TACI 

W I'tH A NQ'f JiER It,JD IV I DUAL WHO w OuLJ PAY Tli£11l TO MuRDER MART IN LUtHER 

KING, JR.~ , .. ' . ·_,-~-~d',~th_ MALE CAME INTO ' 
• , • ,. ' • • I 

. ' ' 
!HE BAR,,AND ASKED FOR TH. POWELL i.foOlHERS., . . . . 

'-i:"' ,, 
THIS WHI'It:. l'lALli. PUT HIS BRIEfCASl::. ON THE TABLE AND SAID,· 

"I GUESS YOU KNOW WHY I'M HE.RE". 
' 

( . 
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. ' 

:,l«s',·rw(r C44-2386) · 
' I 

Hi11sE1rF ONLY AS·RALPH. HE THEN oP[NED THi BRIEFCASE ·AND 1-

~01SPLAY£D WHAT .HE SAID WAS $~5,0~0 AND SAID, "IF YOU DECIDE TO 

TAKE JH£ JOB,·THERE IS $50,000 1•1-0ni wHiN IT'S COMPLETED." CLAUDE 

. POWELL TOLD RALPH THAI HE AtSD HIS 8ROIHt:li r!JiliDED Tll1E IO THtNK 
, '-. 

If' OVJ.£R., AT wHICH Timi; RALPH STAiiD, "IF YOUR iYJINO IS NOT f1ADE 

UP NOW I {;A N'T DO BUSI NESS w n:H YOU ... NOTH! NG ELSE w AS SAID. 
--- '( ' ) 

RAl,.PH CLOSED THE BR1£FCASE Ai~D L;.FT. PO~.JiLL ADVISED THAT RALP,H 

NEVER AG{lJALLY STATED THAI THi i1lQN.:.Y 31'.:.lt«a OF'fl:..RED IO HIM WAS 

IO KILL 11lARiINLUIHER KING. LiO;~ POWi:LL A_1.H1ISEDjHISBROTHER 

' 
IS NOW LIVING AI TH/£ S,COTT.I~H I ;J,·J IN MIDLAND, TE:XAS. POWELL I 

Dl:.ivlED THAI rii:. OR HlS,BHOfric.R ;,1c.Rt. INVOLVED Ii~ 'l'-H£ KILLING OF 

MARTIN LUTHc.R KI/"G, JR. Af'"Ii:.R SL;.i.:ING fHE ASSASSI1~ATI01~ 

' ' J;)OlM£NTARY·01~ I1:.LEVISION, Hi::. De.CIDi.:.D IO COME FORWARD AND FURNISH 

IT HIS I NFORitlAT ION. POWELL STAfc.D Thi Hi.A;:jQN Hi BC:LIEVES. HE AND .. 
HIS, BROTHER WERE COtHACIED IS BiCAUSi/ HIS BROTHr.:R, CLAUDE 

' . 

SERVED. FI\JE YEARS FOR A:Ri,JED ROBBC:RY Aim AT THAT TU1E IN 1967, 

. HIS BROTHER HAD A, R£PUTAT roi FOR Bi.I NG Ai~ 2XPERT WI J H A SHOT GU NF 
···1·.. . . .. 

POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AI THAI YHlri:, CONSTANTLY CARRIED A 

. SAWED-OFF SHOTGUN. LEO I~ POwii..LLY ALLd:Gi.D T HAf PETE DAVIS, _ow·NER 
\ 

OF TH£ BAR NO i ICiD RALPH_ 0.. Nu) Curle .. I NT O 1 HE BAR AND WOULD, ?E ' . 

END PAGE TWO. 
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,,,· . .J . 

. PAGE' T HREEc' < 44~23$6 > 
. ' ' 

ABLE IO VERIFY THAT PARi OF IHE STORY. FURTHERMORE, LEON POWELL 

·roLD _HIS WIFE, ANNI£ LOIS COVi~OJ Or' THC: MiETit~ WITH RALPH. 

~ '"- ,Q;J JJ;\i'iUARY 7, 1976, ATLAffLH CifY uIRECTORY, HAINES clTY 

1967, 1$~, WER.:: ,;,Evic.WED wifH'Ni:.GAIIVE RESULTS 

SHIRLEY Lt-\i\i.:., BARTENDER, DRIFTWOOD 
- .' ' 

LOUNGE>) 1575 1\'iORELi\ND AVE,Jut., ;.1LAiHA;iG£0RG!A,An,v1s1w APPROXI~ 

MAIELY SE.V,EN OR EIGH'I Yt.ARS AGO' AN umIVIDUAL NAifJED PETE DAVIS 

DID, Ii~ FACT, OWN AND OPER ATl A BAR IN THE NE.XI BLOCK OF t'llORELAND 

AVE i'JUE. SHE HAD HEARD_ THAT PiTE JAVIS HAS SINCE PASSED AWAY. 

' 
iYJS LANE ADV ISiD PETC:' s ~nn.:, DOR~THY 0AVIS, COULD PROBABL/Y BE 

CONfAGicD AT TELEPHONE fJU11BER 957-:-~626. DOROTHY DAVIS ADVISED 

iii:~D OW tl AND Offf(AfL B,\R ON ,10RiLAND AVi:i'l.lE, ·AND, AT· 

Oiif.._ THIE,, WA;;i KNOWN AS PETc:'S PLACi. HU,SBAND DIED MAY; 1975. 
~ 

SH£ Is U1ffAi'1ILIArl WITH Iht l~A,·lc.,5 'flALPH CL i~), LEOi~ AND CI:.AUDE ,, 

POWELL. SHC: RZ1•1.:":i'JBERS Hi.R HUSBA,vu lALKUJG A.oOUT RAY GODFREY, 

HOW£VcR, HAS rm IDEA HOW .Hb. CCUL_D Bi:. LOCAir .. D. 

i ND PAGE: I hREJ:.. 

i. 
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I 

NlfMEROUS ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE ANNI! LOIS COMPOS AT HER 
.,· 
· RESIDENCE, 4120 GLENWOOD ROAD, DURING JANUARY 7, 19_76, PROVED 

NEGATIVE. 

ON JANUARY 7, 1916, MRS. L. S. PENNINGTON, DIRECTOR OF 

PERSON'lE:L, CITY OF ATLANTA, ADVISED HE HAS REVIEWED CITY 

PERSONNEL RECORDS AND COUl:D FIND NO RECORD OF RAY GODFREY 
l 

OR RAYMOND GODFREY EMPLOYED OR HAVING EVER BEEN EMPLOYED AT 

THE CITY OF ATLANTA. C. L. SNEED, SECRETARY, MUSICIANS 

NUMBER 48, ATLANTA, ADVISED HE REVIEWED UNION•S RECORDS AND 

COULD FIND NO,REFERENCE TO RAY GODFREY. RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD 

NEGATIVE RE RAY G!1DFREY. 

RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD REVEALED CLAUDE POWELL, JR. HAD BEEN 

ARRESTED ON MAY 10 1 1949 YOR ARMED,.ROEH).ERY BY MECKLENBURG 

COUNTY POLICE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, AND SE"ITE~CED TO 

5'ERVE BETWEEN FIVE AND TEN YEARS IN STATE PENN; ARRESTED JUNE 
• 

28, 1965 FOR ALLOWING INTOXICATED PERSON TO DRIVE, BY ATLANTA 

PO, A~D SENTE~CED TO SERVE EIGHT MONTHS IN ATLANTA CITYY FAR~; 

ARRESTED AUGUST 25 ,· 1973 FOR INDECENT EXPOSURE AND DRUNK BY 

ATLANTA PD A111D SENTENCED TO THIRTEEN DAYS OR $25. MECKLENBURG 

END PAGE F.OUR. 
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J 

('44-238\5) 

COUlffY PD ARREST NUMB~R IS 48.22 •. Di!.SCRIPI!Oi~ OF CLAUDE POWELL,. 

jR. IS WHITH: 11iALii-, DOTE OF BIRTH SIX Fl:!:ET TWO 
L__ ______ ~ 

. INCHES, ON£ HU i·JDRED SEVENTY-ON.:. POUNDS, FBI NU11BER 212 946 A. 

RECORDS OF THE ATLANTA Pu Ri,J.:ALED LiON POWELL ARRESTED 

AlJGU::-I 26, 1955 BY PROVOST 1'l,tiRSi1AL, FOR I Bi NNI NG, GEORGIA, 

CHARGED. WlfH ARTlCLC: 86. 1~0 JISf>OSI'fION AVAILABLE. ,l\RRESTED 

.JUi~E. 22', 1962 FOR iIFE o;;.AfL,:G Ar.;J f.iBA1vlJ01\JMi::_t-IT, CHARGE WITHDRAWN 
. ' . 

JULY 6 1962. Lt!:ON OWitt PO~<JC:LL Di.:..6C1:CIBt..D AS \JHITE N8 LE, DATE OF 
' ' fl 

BIRTH 

BRL~DA POva.LL., DAUGHIER-li4:..LAvJ OF LSON POWl!:LL, ADVISED LEON 

POwLLL (;JORr\liJG A1' UNKiJOWN LOCAd011J, liv ROCKDALE COUNtY AND WOULD 

,t40I Rl.:.TURtJ TO AlLA;ifA UNTIL .LA.L..:. ?i•l OF J¼NUARY 7, 1976. 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISIOfJ - {CYu), wS J~PAnii1lENi OF JUSTICE, 
• 

R£QUi'..StES Thi F0LLOWil\G ll'ii'Jc.DJAii: 1-lJV,J:.5'1 IGAfION TO Re.SOLVE ALLE-

GATI0,,,1'1AlJc. BY LcON 0Wt.i'4- PQW.;.;LL-: 

I:.L PASO Al 1H DL AND• tv ILL I. t,J1 iK V IiW GLAU De. POWELL AT , 

·stOTT!Sh INN roR Aift IrWOHl'li41l0iv fl;.;. r!AS Hi LE01~ OWEN POWELL'S 

ALL£GATI0ij. OcHAU~ ArllIST'~ COlJCi.PTION OF RALPH CLNU) FROf!'l 

c.1,1LJ f'AGE FIVt:.. -

,\ 
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SIX (44-2386) 

CLAUDJ:: POWiLL. HANDLYE' Tl1ROUGH FACIAL·IDENIIFIATION CATALOG 

AS SET FORTH IN FBI HANDBOOK, PARK I, PAG.i 21. IMMEDIATELY 
' ' 

FACSHiIL£ RESULTS DIRECTLY TO f;<dlBITS SECTION, F'BIHQ, AND TELE-

PH01H~Al..:LY DISCUSS ANY PRObLi!..i'J::i Rt. ARTIST'S. CONCEPTION DIRECTLY 

wn H EXHIBIT s S£CT ION. 

CHARLOIIi AT CHARLOITS. rriit.R~INl ALL PLACiS WHERE 

QAUD'E POWli.LL R!!.PORTEDLY r'NCARCc.RAT;.;.0 TO Di:TERt'iINE IF, EVER 

INCARCERAlcD wITH JM1S;:-; iARL hAY. 

1 
AlLAi,ffA Af ATLAlvTA. OBLUN 1,RTIS1 'S CONCEPTION pF RALPH -

Q.. i~U) F'ROi•l Lc.;ON OWEN POWr..LL. 
1

CO;f£ Ir.Jue .:..FFORTS TO LOCATE HAY 

ALL OfFIC~S HANDLl!. ANY ~0uIIIONAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL 

LEADS UEVf..Lbft:.l) DURli'A3 INiiRVl;.;.v,. If' ANY QU£STION ARISED 'RE 

. COVt.RlNG A1~Y ADDITIONAL LEAD., Pr~i.1>'1Pl'LY COl·VTA-Cr FBIHQ. 
'\ 

Hii1EDIATELY CONDUCT THIS INVlSfl~TION AND SUTEL SUMMARY 

0 N ,0 AIL Y BASIS U iH IL _I NVl:.ST IG AI ION IS COflPLEI ED. HAND!.}.: ANY 

LEADS OUT OF YOUH DIVISION BY TcLifYPf. .• HAi~DLE PURSUANT 10.-
\ 

St.CTlON 27,_VOLUi1E II,·1·1ANUAL OF' I,NSTHUCTIONS. ALSO FURNISH 

ALL INF'ORi1ATlQN TO i•1El'lPHIS,.OFFIGt. OF ORIGIN AND ATLANTA. 

CORRt:LTIO{~.: ,PAG.i:i: ONE, PAnG OUi, Ll:Jc. J£l,J SHOULD READ, 
I \ .. \ 

"l{ING, JR. APPROXIMATELY UNC: \0/£;.,:.l{ LAIJ::.'.R" A W.zUTE i'IALE £TC 

. PLS nOLD 

' ., 7ft R 
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. . ';0 ;, ; :/•:~~!:;!§ \': ..... · .· 
. . . l 

F 8 I 

Date: JANUARY 7, 1976 

Transmit the following in --------c='"----,----------­
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I vm ____ TEl_E_TYP_E __ ------==---e-~U~RG=E_NT.;__ ______ 1 

(Precedence) I 

----------------------------------~------------1 ------- ~· 
TO: BUREAU (44-38861) q~ft r'1't<' . 

EL PASO t.:S?f lit& 
CHARLOTTE I,! f 3~ 

MEMPHIS 

FRlll: ATLANTAe (P) 

MURKIN. 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ATLANTA DATED JANUARY 6, 1976. 
A,JeeHNII • 11' 

FOR INFORMATION OF fl PASO, ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON OWEN 
II 

POWELL, WHITE MALE, ADVISED ATLANTA OFFICE THAT IDURlNG LATE 

OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, HE AND HIS BROTHER CLAUDE 

POWELL, JR., AKA, 11 SHOTGUN 11 POWELL, WHITE MALE, WERE IN PETE'S 

BAR, ON MORELAND AVENUE, IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHEN APPROACHED 

BY MUTUAL FRIEND, NAMED RAY GODFREY, WHITE MALE, APPROXIMATELY 

FORTI YEARS OF AGE, WHO ASKED IF THEY, THE POWELL BROTHERS, 

WOULD BE INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000.00. W GODFREY WOULD 

~ THEM IN CONTACT WITH ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM 

TO MURDER MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR*APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK LATER, 

A WHITE MALE, CAME INTO THE BAR AND ASKED FOR THE POWELL BROTHERS. 
OUT - r,.');}!G 

ENO PAGE ONE. -
St:~tlO ~ 

lTLANTA r 
Ta::HIS (AIRMAIL) ~,::~:~:~-- 4 _,, ?-3,ri --/ j 

Approved: 
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, FD-361Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in---------=---------------, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

Via ________ ---------,-,=--~----,---------1 
(Precedence) I 

------------------------------------------------' ------- -

AT 44-2386. PAGE TWO. 

THIS WHITE MALE PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, 
11 I GUESS Y~U KNOW WHY I'M HERE 11

• THE WHITE MALE INTRODUCED ,,.., 
HIMSEL~AS RALPH. HE THEN OPENED THE BRIEFCASE AND DISPLAYED 

WHAT HE SAID WAS $25,000.00, AND SAID, 11 IF YOU DECIDE TO TAKE 
.. 

THE JOB, THERE IS $50,000.00 MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED." CLAUDE 

POWELL TOLD RALPH THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK 

IT OVER, AT WHICH TIME RALPH STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE 

UP NOW, I CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID. 

RALPH CLOSED THE BRIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL JtYISED THAT RALPH 

NEVER ACTUALLY STATED THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO HIM WAS 

TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. LEON POWELL ADVISED HIS BROTHER 

IS NOW LIVING AT THE SCOTTISH INN IN MIDLAND, TEXAS. R)IELL 

DENIED THAT HE OR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. AFTER SEEING THE ASSASSINATJ-ON 

DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION, HE DECIDED TO COME FORWARD AND 

FURNISH THIS INFORMATION. POWELL STATED THE REASON HE BELIEVES 

HE AND HIS BROTHER WERE CONTACTED IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE, 

SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND AT THAT TIME IN 1967 

END PAGE TWO. 

Approved: ___________ _ Sent ______ M Per ____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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, FD-36"(Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in--------------------------< 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

Via ________ -------,=----=----------' 
(Precedence) I 

------------------------------------------------' ------- -
AT 44-2386. PACE THREE. 

HIS BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUN. 

POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME CONSTANTLY CARRIED A 

SAWED-OFF SHOTGUN. LEON POWELL ALLEGED THAT PETE DAVIS, OWNER 

OF THE BAR, NOTICED RALPH (LNU) COME INTO THE BAR AND WOULD BE 

ABLE TO VERIFY THAT PART OF THE STORY. FURTHERMORE, LEON POWELL 

TOLD HIS WIFE, ANNIE LOIS COMPOS, OF THE MEETING WITH RALPH. 

ON JANUARY 7, 1976, ATLANTA CITY DIRECTORY, HAINES CITY 

DIRECTORY, AND GREATER ATLANTA SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

FOR THE YEARS l~t-1968, WERE REVIEWED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS 

REGARDING ANY ESTABLISHMENT ON MORELAND AVENUE NAMED PETE'S 

PLACE QR ANY SIMILAR NAME. !HRLEY LANE, BARTENDER, DRIFTWOOD 

LOUNGE, 1575 MORELAND AVENUE, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVISED APPROXI.:. 

MATELY SBEN OR EIGHT YEARS AGO, AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED PETE DAVIS 

DID, IN FACT, OWN AND OPERATE Pl BAR IN THE NEXT BLOCK OF 

MORELAND AVENUE. SHE HAD HEARD THAT PETE DAVIS HAS SINCE 

PASSED AWAY. MS. LANE ADVISED PETE'S WIFE, DOROTHY DAVIS, 

COULD PROBABLY BE CONTACTED AT TELEPHONE 957-2626. 

END PAGE THREE 

Approved: ___________ _ Sent ______ M Per ____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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