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" Transmit the following in

FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

AT 44-2386. PAGE FOUR.

DOROTHY DAVIS ADVISED HER HUSBAND DID OWN AND OPERTE BAR ON
MORELAND AVENUE, AND AT ONE TIME WAS KNOWN AS PETE'S PLACE.
HUSBAND DIED MAY, 1975. SHE IS UNFAMILIAR WITH THE NAMES RA(PH (1Y)
LEON AND CLAUDE POWELL. SHE REMEMBERS HER HUSBAND TALKING
ABOUT RAY GODFREY, HOWEVER, HAS NO IDEA HOW HE COULD BE
LOCATED., —
NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE ANNIE LOIS COMPOS AT HER
RESIDENCE, 4120 GLENWOOD ROAD DURING JANUARY 7, 1976, PROVED
NEGATIVE. L
ON JANUARY 7, 1976, MRS. E. S. PENNINGTON, DIRECTOR OF
PERSONNEL, CITY OF ATLANTA, ADVISED SHE HAS REVIEWED CITY
PERSONNEL RECORS AND COULD FIND NO RECORD OF RAY GODFREY OR
RAYMOND GODFREY EMPLOYED OR HAVING EVER BEEN EMPLOYED BY THE
CITY OF ATLANTA. C. L. SNEED, SECRETARY, MESCIANS NUMBER
148, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVISED HE REVIEWED UNION'S RECORDS
AND COULD NFIND NO REFERENCE TO RAY GODFREY. RECORDS OF
ATLANTA PD NEGATIVE REGARDING RAY GODFREY.

END PAGE FOUR.

Approved:

Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the following in

FBI

(Type in plaintext or code)

|
|
|
|
|
|
Date: |
|
|
1
|
|
|
(Precedence) |

|

AT 44-2386. PAGE FIVE.

RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD REVEALED CLAUDE POWELL, JR., HAD BEEN
ARRESTED ON MAY 10, 1949, FOR ARMED ROBBERY BY MECKLENBURG,
COUNTY POLICE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, AND SENTENCED TO SERVE
BETWEEN FIVE AND TEN YEARS IN STATE PENN; ARRESTED JUNE 28, 1965
FOR ALLOWING INTOXICATED PERSON TO DRIVE, BY ATLANTA PD, AND
SENTENCED TO SERVE EIGHT MONTHS IN ATLANTA CITY FARM; ARRESTED
AUGUST 25, 193 FOR INDECENT EXPOSURE AND DRUNK BY ATLANTA PD,
AND SENTENCED THIRTEEN DAYS OR $25.00. MECKLENBURG COUNTY PD

'ARREST NUMBER IS 4822. JDESCRIPTION OF CLAUDE POWELL, JR., IS

WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH | Jsxx FEET TWO INCHES,
171 POUNDS, FBI NUMBER 212 946 A.

RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD REVEALED LEON POWELL ARRESTED
AUGUST 26, 1955, BY PROVOST MARSHAL, FORT BENNING, GEORGIA,
CHARGED Wy WITH ARTICLE 86. NO DISPOSITION AVAILABLE.
ARRESTED JUNE 28, 1962, FOR WIFE BEATING AND ABANDONMENT,
CHARGE WITHDRAWN JULY 6, 1962.  LEON OWEN POWELL DESCRIBED
AS WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH | FBI NUMBER

220 012 E.
END PAGE FIVE.

Approved:

Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge

" RS Lt
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Date: !
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Transmit the following in
(T'ype in plaintext or code) o

(Precedence)

AT 44-2386. PAGE SIX.

BRENDA POWELL, DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF LEON POWELL, ADVISED
LEON POWELL WORKING AT UNKNOWN LOCATION IN ROCKDALE COUNTY AND
WOULD NOT RETURN TO ATLANTA UNTIL LATE PM OF JANUARY 7, 1976.

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CRD), U. S. DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE, REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING IMMEDFTE INVESTIGATION TO
RESOLVE ALLEGATION MADE BY LEON OWEN POWELL:

EL PASO DIVISION AT MIDLAND, TEXAS. WILL INTERVIEW CLAUDE
POWELL, AT SCOTTISH INN FOR ANY INFORMATION HE HAS RE LEON
OWEN POWELL'S ALLEGATION. OBTAIN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH
(LNU) FROM CLAUDE POWELL. HANDLE THROUGH FACIAL IDENTIFICATION
CATALOG AS SET FORTH IN FBI HANDBOOK, PART I, PAGE 21.
IMMEDIATELY FACSIMILE RESULTS DIRECTLY TO EXHIBITS SECTION,
FBIHQ, AND TELEPHONICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST'S
CONCEPTION DIRECTLY WITH EXHIBITS SECTION.

CHARLOTTE AT CHARLOTYE, NORTH CAROLINA. DETERMINE ALL
PLACES WHERE CLAUDE POWELL REPORTEDLY INCARCERATED TO DETERMINE
IF EVER INCARCERATED WITH JAMES EARL RAY.

END PAGE SIX.

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Tr/ansmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

AT 44-2386. PAGE SEVEN.

~ ATLANTA DIVISION AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA. OBTAIN ARTIST'S
CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LNU) FROM LEON OWEN POWELL.  CONTINUE
EFFORTS TO LOCATE RAY GODFREY AND ANNIE LOIS COMPOS.
"‘u§¢9(‘lf HANDLE ANY ADDITIONAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL LEADS DEVELOPED
q SUCH AS INTERVIEW OF ANY ADDITIONAL WITNESSES DEVELOPED DURING
INTERVIEW. IF ANY QESTION ARISES RE COVERING ANY ADDITIONAL
LEAD, PROMPTLY CONTACT FBIHQ.
| IMMEDIATELY CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGATION AND SUTEL SUMMARY
ON DAILY BASIS UNTIL INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED. HANDLE ANY
LEADS OUT OF YOUR DIVISION BY TELETYPE. HANDLE PURSUANT TO
SECTION 27, VOLUME II, MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS. ALSO FURNISH
ALL INFORMATION TO MEMPHIS, OFFICE OF ORGIN 4~ O ATIANIR .

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.

END.

Sent M Per

&7 Approved: .
RS Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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11366 Al URGEW 1-5-75 Lidid o o : i
TO  DIRECTOR (44-38861)
- EL PASO
FROM ATLANIA  (44-2386) (P)
 MUR KT i |
RE EL PASO TELETYPE 10 BUKLAd, JANUARY 7, 1976. .
'Gu JAWARY 7, 1978, LiOw POWELL RECOWTACTED AND ADVISED |
BROTHER , CLAUDE POWELL , IS TO THE BiST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE, -
CCURREWILY STAYING AT SCOYTISA Wi, AIDLAND, TEXAS, ROOM NUMBER
219, POWELL I5 CURRENILY EdPLOY2D Al MIDLAND BY UNKNOWHW -HOME i
BUILDER. FOWELL DOES BOTH CARPLWIRY, AND DRYWALL CONSTRUCTION.
POWELL L&FT ATLAW[A, GEORGIA, ytikK OF DECEMBLR 31, 1975.
. GL PASC AT MIDLAND, TEAAS. JILL AIT&4PT TO LOCATE AWD
INTERVIZW (CLAUDE POWELL, JK.
EiD

CBL FBIKHE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(Precedence)

|
|

FBI i 2
Date:  JANUARY 8, 1976 E
Transmit the following in 23?:3;wﬂww@; kﬁ
Via TELETYPE URGENT E
|

DirgcTon: Y -3288¢/ //vﬁ ceéL
TO: EL PASO // '% V£, CAN

FROM: ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
MURKIN.

RE EL PASO TELETYPE T BUREAU, JANUARY 7, 1976.

ON JANUARY 7, 1976, LEON POWELL RECONTACTED AND ADVISED
BROTHER, CLAUDE POWELL, IS TO THE BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE,
CURRENTLY STAYING AT SCOTTISH INN, MIDLAND, TEXAS, ROOM NUMBER ]
210.  POWELL IS CURRENTLY EMPLOYED AT MIDLAND BY UNKNOWN i
HOME BUILDER. POWELL DOES BOTH CARPENTRY AND DRYWALL CONSTRUC-
TION. POWELL LEFT ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WEEK OF DECEMBER 31, i
1975.

EL PASO AT MIDLAND, TEXAS. WILL ATTEMPT O LOCATE AND

INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, JR.

END.
A pmEpty our- 66
o
@ATLANTA o

=t
LU R 6 - I
Approved: j- 7 /)// SGmSLLQBV_M PerLAQ__

Special Agent in Charge ~ !

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 - —

UNITED STATES GO\;ERNNIENT
Memorandum

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) pATE:  1/7/76
SA CARL J. WELTON
MURKIN

Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 1/6/76.

VERNON RYLES, Owner-Manager, Shrimp Boat, 788
Riverside Drive, Macon, Georgia, on 1/7/76, advised as
follows:

He has been associated with Shrimp Boats, Inc.,
for ten years. During that time he has operated a large
Shrimp Boat at 788 Riverside Drive, which is in the same
block as the main office. During those ten years, he has
never known anyone by the name of PETE DAVIS having been
associated with Shrimp Boat either as an office employee
or with any other Shrimp Boat location.

He advised Shrimp Boat is now in bankruptey
and the First National Bank and Trust of Macon, Georgia
has the assets in receivership.

A check of the Macon Telephone Directory and
City Directory failed to reflect a listing in the name of
PETE DAVIS.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) 1/7/76
SA CARL J. WELTON
MURKIN

Re Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 1/6/76.

VERNON RYLES, Owner-Manager, Shrimp Boat, 788
Riverside Drive, Macon, Georgia, on 1/7/76, advised as
follows:

He has been associated with Shrimp Boats, Inc.,
for ten years. During that time he has operated a large
Shrimp Boat at 788 Riverside Drive, which is in the same
block as the main office. During those ten years, he has
never known anyone by the name of PETE DAVIS having been
associated with Shrimp Boat either as an office employee
or with any other Shrimp Boat location.

He advised Shrimp Boat is now in bankrupt(y
and the First National Bank and Trust of Macon, Georgia
has the assets in receivership.

A check of the Macon Telephone Directory and
City Directory failed to reflect a 1isting in the name of
PETE DAVIS.

@Aﬂanta . mé'/”(_/ DIFE
(g§-cw Lﬂwuuuu_,;;ﬂ:g?"L-er‘=;

g
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FD-383 (Rev. 4-28-69)

R T e
FBI FACIAL IDENTIFICATION FACT SHEET
(Send only LEGIBLE DUPLICATE COPY to Exhibits Section, Administrative Division. RETAIN ORIGINAL for your files.)

UNSUB NO. NAME OF WITNESS _L_E_O_N___O_\um

At the beginning of interview a detailed description of unknown subject should be obtained from witness.

sex M AGE 44 -48 race ) CoMPLEXION _M&BOIUM
i " :
HEIGHT G 3 weighT __9.00 BUILD _Slo_c.u_:__m&m_e%_
COLOR OF EYES _ DARK COLOR OF HAIR Dn_Bnmx_fzmmﬁ_Lﬁms.
Check items listed below which best represent this description.

A HEAD D NosE F CHIN J HAR

1. oval (1. average [J 1. average &X1. staight
O 2. round [J 2. concave [ 2. jutting O 2. curly or wavy
O 3. triangular 3 3. hooked [ 3. pointed [ 3. «kinky
1 4. 1ong [ 4. narrow base [J 4. receding [J 4. balding

[ 5. snub [475. square [ 5. crew cut o flat-top

B EYES [J 6. downward tip [J 6. double chin
O 1. average [ 7. small [J 7. cleft or dimple K FACIAL LINES
O 2. bulging Os. Ia‘(ge [J 1. forehead
O 3. squint O 9. wide base [ 2. between eyes
274 sunken or deep-set G EARS [ 3. nose to corner of mouth
O 5. iris raised 1. average [0 4. side of face
8 (7; cl.ose-set E mouTH [ 2. protruding O's. an‘mnd eyes

. wide-set O3 close-set [J 6. chin and neck
7 8. heavy lid g,; :";:af,e ek 3. close-se

. . both lips thic
L's. overbanging lié 3 3. both lips thin L musTACHE
[ 4. thick upper lip O

C EYEBROWS [ 5. thick lower lip H CHEEK AND CHEEKBONE M BEARD
O 1. average O 6. thin upper lip 0 1. average 0
[J 2. thin [J 7. thin lower lip 2. prominent
[ 3. heavy O s. farge 0J 3. sunken cheek N POCKMARKS AND SKIN
0J 4. meeting [J 9. small [J IRREGULARITIES

Using description noted above, direct the witness to the sections of Facial Identification Catalog which show
examples of items checked. Photographs selected by witness from the Catalog as representing a likeness to the
feature of the unknown subject should be recorded below, using the key number found under each photograph.

A neao KALA-G D wose OD 1-30 | H creexamp L MUSTACHE
cHEEKBONE K1 -5
- d 1i-
B eves KR4-1 E wourh K& 1-V6 | 2 pag K3 A-4 M BEARD

K FACIAL LINES

Fooun KT S-Q
-5

N POCKMARKS
AND SKIN
IRREGULARITIES

C EYEBROWS .Kf.ﬁ_ﬂ_'

G EARS

L
Complete description on reverse side of sheet. L/Z/v ; —

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES

Furnish detailed description of hat, glasses, and clothing (from waist up). Include photos or drawings, if possible,
from magazines, etc., showing similar items with appropriate comments re any variations from examples.

T4 T8 SHART AND MR
ADDITIONAL REMARKS
g EAT ~EYT 2 :
OMED - E  PHWLADE
WAWVER "
Use drawing of head to mark po-
sition of hairline, hat, scar(s),
bandage(s), beard, mustache, etc,
UNSUB NO. ______ NAME OF WITNESS 4 BO TV Oweny Pouoaw oate _-7-T

easE TITLE MLV RKA N

suFILE No. 4 - 3396 | FIELD oFFice No. 3N-23R & 'NT%‘Qﬂ'NG _ThoMAS 4. Wiuson)

~— ~

I —._ T——— e - i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit attached by Facsimile - PLAINTEXT Priority M

Yy-378¢/
T DIt cTIR AT ExHiBIls SETIN oo )7L %
Fom: SAC ATLANIA Y= 23PL P Tine: Tomsmines- | 57
Initials - "ﬂ

Subject:

MmURkiW

(] Fingerprint Photo [ Fingerprint Record (] Map (] Newspaper clipping ] Photograph

mArﬂsis Conception (] Other

Special handling instructions:

FURNKY capy ¢ ARTUT} tencepTioenw 73
SUp- WM. HEL7ER HeFF, pm 513 JéH £/ pAse,
Mf»p}/’{ AND

avproves: J Aoneer J. Q v ¥ ATIANINn
TN yry-o 27i o2y

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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|
FBI :
|
} Date: 1/8/76 :
Transmit the following in i PLAINTEXT | a/a
(Type in plaintext or code) ; '
Via TELETYPE URGENT :
(Precedence) \
R
TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 4,34
/? «R

EL PASO Sof:
55°
MEMPHIS (AM)
FROM: ATLANTA (L44-2386) (P)
v
MURKIN.

RE EL PASO TEL TO BUREAU, JANUARY 7, 1976; ATLANTA TEL TO
DIRECTOR, JANUARY 7, 19763 AND BURFAU TEL CALL TO ATLANTA, JANUARY|
8, 1976.

ON JANUARY 7, 1976, LEON OWEN POWELL RECONTACTED AND ADVISED

OBTAINED FROM LEON POWELL AND SENT TO EXHIBITS SECTION, VIA
SEPARATE COMMUNICATION. POWELL ADVISED HIS BROTHER LOCATED IN
ROOM 210 OF SCOTTISH INN, MIDLAND, TEXAS AND EMPLOYED THERE BY
UNIDENTIFIED HOME BUILDER DOING EITHER CARPENTRY OR DRYWALL WORK.
ON JANUARY 7, 1976, ANNIE LOIS CAMPOS, WHITE FEMALE, DATE OF
BIRTH 44441 WAS CONTACTED AND ADVISED SHE HAD BEEN PRE-

VIOUSLY MARRIED TO LEON OWEN POWELL FROM 1955 UNTIL 1975. AFTER
SOME PROMPTING, SHE REMEMBERED THE INCIDENT WHEREBY HER EX-
HUSBAND, LEON POWELL, RiE&ABKE TO HER AN INDIVIDUAL HAD CONTACTED

END PAGE ONE.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

|
I
|
|
|
|
Date: |
|
|
1
|
|
|
(Precedence) |

|

PAGE TWO (L44-2386)
HIS BROTHER AND HIM REGARDING MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR. POWELL TOLD HER THAT MAN HAD A SUITCASE FULL OF MONEY AND
WANTED HE AND HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE, TO MURDER KING. POWELL WAS
VERY INTOXICATED WHEN RELATING THIS STORY TO HER. SHE
SPECIFICALLY REMEMBERS HE RELATED THIS TO'HER AFTER THE KING
ASSASSINATION. HER EX-HUSBAND WAS CONSTANTLY GETTING DRUNK AND
SPENDING ALL HIS PAY CHECK ON BOOZE. NUMEROUS TIMES SHE HAD

| TO PULL HIM OUT OF A BAR BEFORE HE SPENT ALL HIS MONEY SO THERE
WOULD BE ENOUGH LEFT TO BUY GROCERIES. NUMEROUS TIMES, WHILE
HE WAS DRUNK, HER EX-HUSBAND WOULD TALK ABOUT VARTOUS KILINGS
AND KILLERS. SHE THOUGHT THTS WAS MOSTLY THE LIQUOR TALKING;
HOWEVER, TF HE STUCK BY HIS STORY WHEN HE WAS SOBER, SHE WOULD
ATTRIBUTE SOME VALIDITY TO HIS TALE. SHE COULD NOT SUPPLY
ANY FURTHER INFORMATION.

ON JANUARY 8, 1976, BOBBY JOHNSON, RADIO STATION, WPLO
COUNTRY AND WESTERN MUSIC STATION, ADVISED THERE HAD BEEN A
COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER BY THE NAME OF RAY GODFREY IN 1967
OR 1968. THIS SINGER WAS HANDLED LOCALLY BY LOWERY MUSIC
COMPANY, ATLANTA, GEORGIA. ON JANUARY 8, 1975, MARY TALLENT,
END PAGE TWO.

.

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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|
|
|
|
FBI 1
|
Date: |

|

|

Transmit the following in -
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

PAGE THREE (414-2386)
SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT, LOWERY MUSIC COMPANY, ADVISED IN 1967 HER
FIRM HANDLED COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER BY NAME OF RAY GODFREY.
GODFREY WOULD, AT THIS TIME, BE APPROXIMATELY FORTY-FIVE TO FIFTY
YEARS OF AGE AND IS A WHITE MALE. SHE DESCRIBED GODFREY AS REAL
"COUNTY" FELLOW. SHE REFUSED TO BELIEVE GODFREY COULD BE IN ANY
TROUBLE WHATSOEVER. NATURE OF ATLANTA'S INQUIRY NOT RELATED TO
HER. SHE STATED GODFREY WORKED FOR ATLANTA WATER DEPARTMENT WITH
TELEPHONE NUMBER 622-1481 AS WORK PHONE. SHE ALSO ADVISED RECORDS
REFLECT GODFREY HAD SOCIAL SECURITY ACCOUNT NUMBER[:::::::::::]
SHE ALSO FURNISHED NEGATIVE OF PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY GODFREY.

TELEPHONE NUMBER 622-1481 IS LISTED TO ATLANTA CITY DEPART-
MENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND STREETS. MRS. L. S. PENNINGTON, DIRECTOR
OF PERSONNEL, CITY OF ATLANTA, RECONTACTED AND ADVISED THAT PAT
SOJKA, SUPERVISOR, SEWER REPAIR DIVISION, WOULD BE PERSON TO
CONTACT RE ANYONE EMPLOYED AT TELEPHONE NUMBER 622-1.481.

PAT SOJKA ADVISED CITY OF ATLANTA DOES HAVE AN EMPLOYEE
NAMED RAY GODFREY, EMPLOYED AS A SEWER SERVICE FOREMAN. GODFREY
IS KNOWN TO BE A COUNTRY AND WESTERN SINGER. RAY GODFREY IS NOT

END PAGE THREE.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBlI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

PAGE FOUR (44-2386)

HIS COMPLETE NAME, HOWEVER. CURRENT RECORDS OF SEWER DEPARTMENT
REFLECT TRUE NAME AS A. R. GODFREY, LIVING AT 1105 LAKESHORE
DRIVE, JONESBORO, GEORGIA, TELEPHONE 477-5036.

IN ORDER TO CLARIFY INFO RE PETE DAVIS IN ATLANTA TELETYPE
TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 7, 1976, IT IS TO BE NOTED DOROTHY DAVIS
ADVISED HER HUSBAND, PETE DAVIS, OWNED AND OPERATED BAR KNOWN
AS "PETE'S PLACE" ON MORELAND AVENUE JUST SOUTH OF INTERSECTION
OF CONFEDERATE AND MORELAND AND THAT HER HUSBAND DIED IN MAY,
1975 OF NATURAL CAUSES, NAMELY CANCER.

ON JANUARY 8, 1976, AT 3370-CI ADVISED TELEPHONE NUMBER
477-5036 SUBSCRIBED TO BY ARNOLD GODFREY, ORIGINALLY CONNECTED
APRIL, 1961 AND TRANSFERRED TO ABOVE ADDRESS OCTOBER, 1974. TUP
TO 1970, EMPLOYED BY CITY OF ATLANTA CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT,
NO UP-DATE AVAILABLE FOR EMPLOYMENT SINCE. IT WOULD APPEAR
GODFREY'S NAME IS ARNOLD RAY OR RAYMOND GODFREY.

ATLANTA CONDUCTED ALL INVESTIGATION REQUESTED BY CIVIL
RIGHTS DEPARTMENT, HOWEVER, IS KEEPING CASE IN PENDING STATUS
IN VIEW QF THE FACT THAT CHARLOTTE AND EL PASO HAVE OUT-
STANDING INVESTIGATION.

END PAGE FOUR.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Date:

Transmit the following in

(T'ype in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)
PAGE FIVE (44-2386)
POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS.
END.
[¢]

A4

Approved: Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JR©19 AT 'PLAIN

' 5368 PW URGENT 1-8-76 HLF

i _
T0: DIRECTOR (44-38561)
. Ll PASC .

WENPHIS (A

FROM:  ATLAWLA (44-2386) (P)

| HURKI &,

| Ri =L PASC TEL 10 DUREAU, JAWARY 7, 1976; ATLANTA TEL TO

" DIRACIOR, JAWUARY 7, 15765 440 LuRchu TEL CALL TO ATLANIA, JANUARY

; 8, 1976. _ | |

% Oil JAWUARY T, 1976, LEOW Cwili POWELL RECONTACTED AND ADVISED

| W WOULD "STICK BY HIS STORY". ARIISI'S CONC:PTION OF RALPH (L NU)

BTALUZD FROH LLOW POWELL AWD 5ol 10 EAHIBITS SECTION, VIA

S6PARATE COMUNICATION. POWELL ADVIS:D HIS BROTHER LOCATED IN
ROOM 216 OF SCOITISH 184, WIoLawd, TEAAS AND EdPLOYED- THERE BY

| UGIDEWITFIED dUME BUILDER DOLWE IIHCR CARPEWIRY OR DRYWALL WORK.

| ,

BIRTHL WAS CONIACTLU AND

VIOGUSLY WARRILD [0 LuOW OWeu PUseLL FRO4 1955 UNIIL 1975. AFTER

50ii PRCAPTIWG , SHE REVEMBLRLD 1nec IWCIDE WS WHEREBY HER EX-

LW FPAGL Ol

Oii JAMUARY 7, 1976, ANNI: LUIS CAWPOUS, WHITE FLiMALE, DATE OF

i*USEAuD‘, LECK POWELL, ReLAATob IO Lok ad I'WDIVIDUAL HAD CONTACTED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO (44-2366) |
‘HIS BROTHeR AWb nlii REGARDI W ndguuﬂ,o? WARTIN LUTHER KING,

JR. POWELL TOLD HER THAL (AW HAD A SUITCASL FULL OF MONEY AND
WAVIED KE' AWD HIS BROTHER, CLaubE, TO WURDER KI1iG. POWELL VAS
VERY Inrox;cAIaD[wﬁim RELATING [HIS STORY TO HER. 'SHE
SPLCIFIUALLY REME@SERS HE ReLa(LU THIS 10 HER AFTER THE KING
ASSASSIWATION. HER EX-HUSZAND WAS CONSTANILY GETTING Dﬁbmx AND
SPEWDIAG ALL NIS PAY CHECK ON BOOZi. NUMEROUS TINES SHE HAD.

TO PULL AId OUT OF. A BAR BEFOAL Mz SPENT ALL HIS WONEY SO THERE.
WOULD Bi E£WOUGH LEFT TO BUY GROCSRILS. KUMEROUS TIMES, WHILE

HeE WAS DRUWGK, HER EA-HUSBAWD wOULL 1ALK ABOUT VARIOUS KILIWNGS
AW KILLERS. SHL THOUGHT THIS /A& HOSILY THE anuoévTALK;pG;
HOWEVER , IF HE STUCK BY HIs STORY wrii dAi %aS5 SOBER, SHE WOULD
AIIRIBQIL SOui VALIDITY TO HI5 i1alo. SHE COULD: 0T SUPPLY
CANY FURTHeR 1LFORUATION.
T OW JAWUARY 8, 1976, BUBBY ;uﬂgaou, RADIO srar:o&, WPLO
COUNIRY AuD WESTERW MUSIC ST1a1104, AUVISaD THER: HAD BEEN A
COUMTRY AiD WasTERN SINGAR BY lax waic OF RAY GODFKEY 1IN 1967
OR 1968, [nlS SIWGER WAS rAwbieu _UCALLY BY LOWERY HUSIC
CUMPAGY, ATLAWIA, GEORGIA. OW JAwARY &, 1975, HARY TALLENT,

£ PAGE TWO.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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" PAGL THREE (44-2386)

SECRETARY TO PRESIDEUNT, LOWeRY wupIC COMPANY, ADVISED IN 1§§7fHER
FIRW HAWDLED COUNTRY AND WESTERW SINGZR BY NAWE OF RAY GODFREY.
‘Goasﬂaf WOULD , AT THIS Ilm;,'as_APFRUXIMAIELY FORTY-FIVE TO FIFTY
 YAARS OF AGE AID 15 A WHITE WALEZ. SHE DESCRIBED GODFREY AS REAL
"COUNIY" FELLOW. SHE REFUSED 10 BLLIEVE GODFREY COULD BE IN ANY
TROUBL= WHATSOEVER. | KATURL OF AILANIA'S INQUIRY NOT RELATED IO
MR, sa;‘sréruu GODFREY WORKED FOR ATLANIA WATER DEPARTHENT WITH
TELEPHO HE WUMBER 622-1431 A5 WORW PRUWE. SHE ALSO ADVISED RECORDS

REFLLCT GODFReY HAD SO0CIAL S=CuxITY aCCOU WL EQUi‘lBERE

SHE ALSC FUR $ISHED NEGATIV: OF PHGTOGRAPH OF RAY GODFREY.

TELEPHO ML WHBER 622-1481 15 LISiiD 10 ATLANTA CITY DEPART-
WEWT GF LGVIRONMEWT AND STReriSe HRSe Lo s._PENwlméIow, DIRECTOR
OF PERSG el o CITY OF AILAGIa, RLCOM:ACIED AND ADVISED THAI PAI
S0JKA, SUPLRVISOR, SEWeR ReFali IVISION, WOULD BE PERSON TO ~
COWiACT RE AUYOWe EAPLOYED Ai leLePHONE WUMBER 622-1481.

PAT SOJKA ADVISED CITY GF AILANIA DCES HAVE AR EMPLOYEE
SAMED RAY GODFREY, EMPLOYED AS A SeWiR SiRVICE FOREMAN. GODFREY
IS K&OWW TO BE A COUNIRY AND WaSTER N SINGLR. RAY GODFREY IS NOT
EsD PAGE THYREZ. | o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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* PAGE Eouaf?44-zsss) RIS EEEDERE A
WIS COMPLETE WAME, HOVEVER. CURR&NI RECORDS OF SEWER DEPARTWENT
REFLECI TRUE WAME AS A. R. GODFR=Y, LIVING AT 1185 LAKESHORE
DRIVE , JOWESBORO , GEORGIA, T:LePHOn: 477-5036.

1k ORDER 10 CLARIFY¥ IWFU e PEic DAVIS L ATLAWIA TELETYPE
TO IHe BUREAU, JAWUARY 7, 1976, If IS (0 Bi NOIED DOROTHY DAVIS
'ADVISED HER HUSBAND, PET& DAVIS, Owich AND OPERATED BAR 'KNOWN
AS "PETE'S PLACE" ON HOKELAWD AvitU< JUST SOUIH OF INTERS:CTION
OF COWFEDERATE AND MORELAND ASD THAI HER HUSBAND DIED IN MAY,
1975 OF FATURAL CAUSES, NAGELY CANCER.

OV JAMIARY B, 1976, Al 5570-C1 ADVIS:D [ELEPHONE WUWBER

477=-5056 SUBSCRIB&D 10 BY ARWCLU GO&FR¢Y,‘ORIGINALLY CONNECTED

APRIL , 1961 awb IRAWNSFLRReD 10 asUVe ADDRLSS OCTOBER, 1974. UP
o 10 1976, bwrLUYeD BY CITY OF AiLAwia CONSTRUCIIOW DEPARTMENT,

W0 UP-DATE AVAILABLE FOR EMPLOYW:NI SIGCE. IT WOULD APPEAR
GODFREY'S NAWL IS ARNOLD RAY OR RAYWOND GODFREY.

ATLAGLTA CONDUCTED ALL. IMesiIGATION REQUESTED BY CIVIL
RIGHIS DEPAngadr, HOWEVER, 15 KicPIiG CASE IN PEWDING STATUS
14 VIEW OF THE FACT THAT CHARLUITZ AND kL PASO HAVE OUT-
STAWING IWESTIGATION. Co

£uD PAGL FOUR.
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- PAGE FIVE (44-2386) o ,
POWELL 5ROTheRS, LEON, AND CLAUDE, SHOULD éa'CONSIDuRED
POTLWIIALLY DANGEROUS. ' :
CEND.

FBI EL PASO  CLR
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\ﬂambas;ca PLALN
8152P WITEL JANUARY &, 1576 JLC | R
1G:. DIRECIOR - (44-36551)
ATLAGLA (44-2356) - k
5L PASG o
WEMPALS \ '
FROA:  CHARLOTTE (44-1365)

.

AURKI .
RE -ATLAWIA TELETYPE TO THE DIRSCTOR, DATED JANGARY 7, 1976,
CAARLOTIE , e Cu, AWD WECKLENGURG COUNTY POLICE DhPARTMLNT

RECORDS REFLECI CLAGDE DOWELL, JR+, BELAGNE, Ha Cu, VAS

SENTENCED $AY 76, 1949, FOR RRWED RUBBERY TO FIVE TO TEN YEARS

14 THE We Co STALE PERITSWCLARY, RAL:IGH, N Co O UAY 22,

1955, POWELL ARRESTLD LOCALLY FGR FaILURE 10 STOP AT INTERSECTION.

WECKLEMBURG COUNTY CLLR& OF LOURT RECORDS REFLZCT WENDELL

SUTTON POWELL BORW Jnuubs*au A SENTENCED AT Sailk

’
IIae 170 L 'i‘c.Rv'i Ao CLAUGE POWLLL U aRMED ROSBERY CHAH(:L.

W oLl POWL.LL, POSEIBLY & oROLAER UF LLAUD‘L, HHS

'SEVERAL OTHER ANG=SIS FOR OPEraiisG & VEHICLL WHILE UNDER T
TWLUZKCE AW PUBLNC DARUNK, LAsi B:IdG ARRESTED MARCH 17,

WOELL SUTTOW POWELL RESIDED 218 EWING

b2 38

Arn HFU \DEXED
SERIALIZED HILED

JAN 1976

FOR FUBLIC DRUKK. W
1 THAD [lvle,

DRIVE, BELIOWT, Ne CoY

oI -ATLANTA

~ "

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- PAGE 1WO Ce 44- 1365

50 RZCORD LOCATZD RE bROIAZR LiOH OWe i POWELL .

© ABOVE BEING SEI FORTH FOR cl PASU FOR IWFORHATION AS
EL PAS0 4Ab LEAD TO INTERVIEW WLAUDE POWLLL , JR., |

CHARLOTTE, AT BELMONT, . C., WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW

WeIDELL POWELL TO DETERHINE WCiDeLL POWELL'S RELATIONSHIP WITH
WAUDE AMD LEOW POWELL AMD IF Fi 15 ACWUAINTED WITH ALLEGED
MURDER PLOT. |
£
FBI Al ACK FOR OHNE

L THANKS CLR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i %ns CE PLAIN
| éssam NITEL JAMUARY 8, xsvs JDG

qo: _ DIRECIOR (44-38861)

C ATLANIA (44-2386) \
o EL PaSO |

. HEMPHIS
| FROIN CHARLOTTE (44=1365)

fURKIN, |

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO THE DIRECTOR, DATED JANMJARY 7, 1976,
~ CHARLOTTE, 8. Cuy AND AECKLENSURG GOUNTY POLJICE szaarmaur
YECORDS REFLECI QLAUDE DOWELL, JRa+, BELWONI, We c., WAS
S NTENCED HAY 76, 1949, FOR ARNED RGBBERY TO FIVE 10 TEN YEARS
CINTHE Wa C. STATE PENITENTIARY, RALZIGH, Ne Ca ON WAY 22, |
1953, POELL ARRESTED LOCALLY FOR FAILURE TO STOP AT INTERSECTION.

MECKLEVBURG COUNTY GLERK OF COURT REGORDS REFLECT WEWDELL .
SUTTOW POVELL BORM ARRESIED AMD SENTENCED AT SAAE
HE TER# AS CLAUDE POWELL ON ARNED ROBBERY CHARGE
/EWDELL SUTYQU POWELL, POSSIBLY A SROTHER OF CLAUDE, HAS.
SEVERAL OTHER AWGQESTS FOR OFERATING A vzaxcu. WHILE UNDER THE
INFLUEGCE AN PUBLIC DRUNK, LAST BEING ARRESTED MARGH 17, 1974,
SOR PUBLIG DRUNKs WENDELL SUTTON POWELL RESIDED 218 EWING

JRIVE, BELMONT, No Cu, AT THAI TINE,
T . . == Y

{IME TO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CE 44=1365
5k no RECORD LOCATED RE snamaa Lz.ON ow;::e POWELL,
oo ABOVE BEING SET FORTH FOR il Paao F?R INFORGATION AS
fg. PASO HAS LEAD TO INTERVIEW CLAUDE m}&u. JR.

" CHARLOITE, AT am.mom, u. Cos w}m. LOCATE AND INTERVIEW
wamu. POWELL 'TO nzrmwmz WEGDELL . Powaw's RELATIONSHIP WITH
o.aum. AND LEON POWELL AND IF HE ISMCQUQIHTED WITH ALLEGED
mansn PLOT.

'.gcm_.

-émm ACK FOR ONE

: f

rfu THANKS  CLR
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o HENBER OF ‘HIS FAMILY OR IN PARTICULAR HIS 3ROTHFR LEON POWELL SINC!

$-JA"UARY 8, 1976, DETERMINED SEVERAL CONSTRUCTION wORKFRS FROM

ﬁ#nvl £P PLAINTEXT

$l59AM uae:nr JANUARY 9, 1975 OXM

0t DIRECTOR (44-388681) L
| ATLANTA  (44-2386) v | )
MEMPHIS |

FROM:  EL PASO (44-928) (P)  ///5P///
MURKIN, . - A
RE ATLANTA TELS TO EL PASO DATED JANUARY 8, 1976.
ALTHOUGH MOTEL PERSONNEL AND RECORDS FAILED TO LOCATE
. REGISTRATION FOR CLAUDE POYELL, JR., INVESTIGATIOM MIDLAND, TEXAS,

BEORGIA RESIDING VARIOUS ROOMS SCDTTISH INN MOTEL., INQUIRY- WITH
FORMEN AND NEWBERSONSTRUGTION CREU UPON THEIR thuﬂﬂ 10

MOTEL LATE FVENINGJAMUARY 8, 1976, DETERMINED POUELL RESIDING ‘

ROOM 211 SINCE JANUARY 4, 1976 yITH THREF OTHER CONSTRyCTION VG!:~

CLAUDF POWELL, JR. INTERVIEHED EVENING JA”UARY 8y, 1976,. :

AT OUTSET OF INTERVIEW POWELL DENIED HAVIMG CONTACT wITH AMY “L

DEPARTI&G FROM ATLANTA, GEGRGIA, DECEHBER 31, 1975& ., yHEW

i

£D PAGE ONE ; b | 2;155{
| L yypases
R

JAN 0 1976

FBI-—ATLAN'Tl'A :ﬁ B
i * 7. - \
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EP 44-920  PAGE ™o : \

QUESTIO'QED IF HE HAD EVER BEEN OFFER A LARGE SuyM OF' MONEY TO CG'HMIT

A MURDER HE IMMEDIATELY VOLUNTEERED THAT HE HAD IN FACT BEEW
AJFFERED $25,000 SHORTLY BEFORE THE Ac?uuL ASSASSINATION OF |
( unﬁrxw LUTHER KING JR. TO MURDER Manrxn LUTHER KING JR.. HE RELATED
T“""'i.\'rms FOLLOWING? | | B
} '§f3 THREE OR FOUR WEEKS PRIOR T0O rﬂa MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER yING-
Hz AND HIS BROTHER LEON WERE SEATED ™ A BOOTH IN PETE'S BAR 0%
ﬂonBLann vrwuz. IN ATLANTA. HE REGALLFB THAT A FRIZND OF HIS
& 3ROTNER, RAY'GODFREY, A MUSICIAN AND AN ATLANTA CITY EMPLOYZE
: ;JOIMED THEM IN THEIR BOOTH AND snsnﬁéb TN CONVERSATION WITH LEOW, :
”HE PAID %0 PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO NHQT THEY WERE TALKING Aaout._'
~ "eenrnsv LEFT THE BOOTH AND, IN APPROXIMATELY TEN TO FIFTEEN wzuurgs.
A 19DIVIDUAL PREVIOUSLY UNKWOWN TO Hxﬁ CAME TO THEIR BOOTH AND
SEATED HIMSELF OPPOSITE FROM HE AND LEON‘ HE RECALLED THIS
INDIVIDUAL AS BEING A wHITE MALE, APPROXIMATELY 5°8" IN NEIGHT, ‘
MEDIUM BUILD, APPROXIMATELY 150 Pounbs.\gaaLv 395, VELL DRESSED, eI
CALM AND COLD IN MANNER gND VERY CLEAN CUT. AS THE PERSON SET -
uowv ME PLACED AN EXPENSIVE LOOKING auacx BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLF. |
THIS INDIVIDUAL APPEARED T0 BE OUT OF PLACE IN SUCH. AN FsvnsLxsuns«r
EYD PAGE Ty0 |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

1IN VIEW OF HIS DRESS AND HE IMPRESSED POWELL AS BEING A yELL

EDUCATED PYERSON WHO APPEAR TO BE A ?ROFESSIONAL TYPE, SUCH AS

‘ k LAWYER, - HE MAY HAVE INTRODUCED HIM§ELF BUT HE DOES NOT |
 REMBEMBER A VAME, A

: ; \
THE UNKNOWN PERSON ASKED HE AND LEON IF THEY waAMTED TO PpLL
A JOB., HE DOES NOT REMEMBER THE’E*ABT CO&VFRSATIOM BUT HE QUEST-

TIONED THE UNKNOyN PERSON CONCERNING THE NATURE OF THE JOB ‘AND

HOW MUCH MOMEY IT PAID. THE UNKNOH” PERSON TOLD THEM THAT HE

WANTED THEM TO DO AWAY WITH SOMEONE AND WHEN QUESTIONED FURTHER
| SAID IT WAS SOMEONE IMPORTANT. THE UNKNOwN PERSOY THEN TOLD

| THEM HE WANTED THEM TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING AND wOULD PAY
525,008 NOW AND $25,000 WHEN THE JOB WAS DONE, THE YN KNOWH

'PERSON THEY OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE uﬁpcn WAS FULL OF yRAPPED

)

CURRENCY, SOME OF WHICH WERE IN sgaﬁiPENOMIMArxon; HE STATED.

THAT HE WAS SHOCKED AND ININTIALLY Aésunsp THAT 1T yAS SOME.

SORT OF JOKE OR POSSIBLY A LAW anORCE&Eny OFFICER TRYING 'TO -
END PAGE THREE . |

G T
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~* OFFERED PAYMENT TO yILL MARTIN

Swanvi]

;%RISON RECORD, PARTICIPATION IN SE

T STATEMENTS, WHILE DRUNK, TO THE Erktsr THAT HE HAD NO AVERSION - _.

PR

~* APPROXTMATELY THREE TO FOUR WEEKS Lérn THAT MARTIN LyTHER xING

l BECAUSE HE FELT HE MIGHT BECQOE: 4 SWPEGT IN THE MUR“ER OF

/

EP 44-520 , PAGE FOUR |
rnxcx HIM. AFTER THE uuanwu PERSfS\

HIS an:srcasg AND DEPARTED. "

 HE. HAS NEVER HAD ANY FURTHER coﬁgact NOR DID HE EVER ASCERTAIN
THE IDENTITY OF THE UNKNOWN qu"'u OR WEANS OR REASON FOR THME
.\x KING, HE RELATED THAT WE .

d\uoonLum BECAUSE OF HIS PAST

i

§ HAD GAINED A REPUIATION AS lebc
| | Ak FIGHTS, AND HIS HABIT OF =
”cﬁnnvlwe A saoreun IN HIS vzuzcu « \HE SAID HE FREQUENTLY
j"Lonuzv HIS SHOTGUN TO THE. BARTE‘;ER AT PETE+S WHEN TROUBLE
ER RECEIVING SUCH AN OFFER -

‘ ;occunxsn AT THE BAR. HE DENIED
PRIOR T0 THIS INCIDENT AND rungﬁ \DENIED ANY AFFILIATION
“UWiTH & WHITE HATE GROUP, HE AD }rzn THAT HE HAD MADE -

'

TO *KILLING BLACKS ALTHOUGH 'HE HM) WEF)ER SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED

;“
I

noxve 0. | -\ |
© HE/'MENTIONED THAT KE wAs,suocxso_nnbioxsndvsn T0 LEARN

HAD BEEN MURDERED. HE SAID HE 015 &or GO TO LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS AMD TELL THEM OF HIS conrnan wITH THE »NRNOWN Psnsoﬁ\

MARTI LUTHER KING.
END PAGE FOUR

\
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EDUCQTION FINISHED FOURTH GRADE. EMPLOYMENT - SELFEMPLOYED,

CEND

'FBI AT LMM CLR Ty -

EP 44-920  PAGE FIVE S
POWELL STATED HIS CONTACT WITH THE UNKNOWN PERSON was
AérnqxrmArELv FIVE MINUTES IN DURATION pND THAT HE wOnLD NOT
* RECOGNIZE HIN IF HE yAS BOUGHT INTO HIS MOTEL ROOM AT THaT

WOMENT, A FACIAL IDENTIFICATION CATALOG WAS PRESENTED TO
POWELL AND THOROUGHLY EXPLAINED, POWELL OBSERVED aLL ITEMS IN
THE CATALOG AND STATED HE COULD NOT RECALL THE UNKNOyN PFRSON+7"
FAGIAL FEATURES AND WOULD BE U ABLE TO PROVIDE AN ARTIST CONCEPTI
POVELL 1S DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: WHITE MALE, 627, 170 LBS.;

DOB POB STEPHENS COUNTY, GEORGInt WOTHER, HEPSI

POWELL, ROUTE s, TOCCA, GEORGIA; FATHER DECEASED3 SISTER, Fnols
BRYSON, ADDRESS UNKNOyN, FRANKLIN, YORTH CAROLINA3 BROTHERS,
LEON POWELL, ATLANTA, GEORGIA3 HUBERT POWELL, ROyTE 3, TOCCA, -
GEORGIA$ WENDALL POWELL, BELMONT, NORTH CAROLINA, AQnREss
UNXYOWN; EDWARD POWELL, sngwobn; GEORGIA: WIFE, JACXIE POWELL,
4163 CAVBY LANE, DECATER, GEORGIA, NO TELEPHONE, | |

OCCUPATIO® =~ DRY WALL CARPENTER, |
EL PASO AT MINLAND, TEXAS: yILL SyBMIT FD-322.
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"R@O1 P PLAINTEXT
9:59AM URGENT = JANUARY 9, 1975 0XM
10 DTRECTOR (44-38868])
ATLANTA  (44-2386)
| MEMPHIS |
FROM:  EL PASO (44-928)  (P)  ///5P///
MURKIN .,

RE ATLANTA TELS TO.EL PASO DATED JANUARY &, 13976,

ALTHOUGH MOTEL PERSONNEL AND RECORDS FAILED TO LOCATE

'REGISTRATIZN FOR CLAUDE POWELL, JR., INVESTIGATION MIDLAND, TEXAS,

JAVUARY 8, 1376, DETERMINED SEVERAL CONSTRUCTION yORKERS FROM

7 GFORGYIA RESIDING VARIOUS ROOMS SCOTTISH INN MOTEL, INQUIRY WITH

FORMEN A"'D MEMBERSONSTRYUCTION CREW UPON THEIR RETURN TO

MOTEL LATE EVENIMGJANUARY 8, 1976, DETERMINED POwyELL RESIDING

ROOM 211 SINCE JANUARY 4, 1S76 wITH THREE OTHER CONSTRUCTION WORWER®,

CLAYDE POWELL, JR., INTERVIEWED EVENING JANUARY 8, 1976.

AT OUTSET OF INTERVIEY POWELL DENIED HAVING CONTACT wITH ANY

MEMBER OF HIS FAMILY OR IN PARTICULAR HIS BROTHFR LEON POWFLL SINCE

DEPARTING FROM ATLANTA, GEORGTA, DECEMBER 31, 1975&.

TN PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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EP 44-923  PAGE Tuo h -

QUESTIOWED IF HE HAD EVER BEEN OFFER A LARGE SyM OF MONEY TO cOMMIT

A MURDER HE IWMEDIATELY VOLUNTESRED THAT HE HAD IN FACT BREW

OFFERED $25,827 SHORTLY BEFORE THE ACTUAL ASSASSINATION OF

MARTIY LUTHER KING JR. TO MURDER MARTIN LUTHER XKING JR.. HE RELATED

THE FOLLOWING: | |

THREE OR FOUR WEEKS PRIOR T0 THE MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER vING

HE AND HIS BROTHER LEON yERE SEATED IV A BOOTH IN PETE'S BaR ON

MORELAMD AVENUE, IN ATLANTA. HE RECALLED THAT Ao FRITND OF HIS

BROTHER, RAY GODFREY, A MUSICIAM AND AN ATLANTA CITY EMPLOYEE

"JOIVED THEM IN THEIR BOOTH AND ENGAGED IN CONVERSATION yITH LEON,

WE PAID 0 PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO WHAT THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT.
'GODFREY LEFT THE BOOTH AND, IN APPROXIMATELY TEN TO FIFTEEN MINUTES,

A" TYDIVINUAL PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN TO HIM CAME TO THEIR BOOTH AND

SEATED HIMSELF OPPOSTTE FROM HE AND LEON, HE RECALLED THTS u
INDTVIDUAL AS BEING A wHITE MALE, APPROXIMATELY 5°8" IN HEISHT,

MEDIUM BUILD, APPROXIMATELY 158 POUNDS, EARLY 38+S, yELL DRESSED,

CALM AN COLD IN MANNER aND VERY CLEAN CUT. AS THE PERSON SET ;o
DOW" HE PLACED AN EXPENSIVE LOOKING BLACK BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE,
THIS T'DIVIDUAL APPEARED TO BE OUT OF PLACE IN SUCH AN ESTABLISHMENT

EMD PAGE Tyn
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EP 44-9289  PAGE THREE

IN VIEW OF HIS DRESS AND HE IMPRESSED POyELL AS BEING A WwELL
EDUCATED PVERSOM WHO APPEAR TO BE A PROFESSIONAL TYPE, SUCH AS
A LAWYER, HE MAY HAVE INTRODUCED HIMSELF ByT HE DOES NOT

REMBEMBYR A NAME, _
THE UNKNOWN PERSON ASyED HE AND LEON IF THEY waAMTED TO PULL

A J0B., HE DOES NOT REMEMBER THE EXACT CONVERSATION BUT HE QursST-

TIONED THE UNKUOWN PERSON CONCERNING THE NATURE OF THE JOB AND
HOW MUCH MO"EY IT PAID. THE UNXNOWN PERSON TOLD THEM THAT HE
WANTED THEM TO DO AyAY WITH SOMEONE AND wHEY QUFSTIONED FURTHER

SAID IT WAS SOMEONE IMPORTANT., _THF UNKNOwN PERSON THEM TOLD
THEM HE WANTED THEM TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING AND wOULD PAY
$25,288 NOW AND $25,800 WHEN THE JOB WAS DONE, THE 1uNMgNOwN
PERSON THEW OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE WHICH WwAS FULL OF wRAPPED
CURRENCY, SOME OF WHICH WERE IN $182 DENOMINATION, HE STATED

THAT HE WaS gaacxtn AND ININTIALLY ASSUMED THAT IT wAS SOME
SORT OF JOKE OR POSSIBLY A LAy ENFORCEMENT OFFICER TRYING TO

END PAGE THREE
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TP 44-923 PAGE . FOUR
TRICK HIM. AFTER THE UNKNOWN PERSON MADE THE OFFER HE IGNORED
AYY FURTHER COMVERSATION wHERE 1jPON THE yNKNOWN PERSON CLOSED
HIS BRIEFCASE AND DEPARTED,
HE HAS NEVER HAD ANY FURTHER CONTACT NOR DID HE EVER ASCERTAIN
THE IDENTITY OF THE UNKNOyN PERSON OR MEANS OR REASON FOR THE
OFFERED PAYMENT TO xILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. HE RELATED THAT HE
HAD GAINED A REPUTATION AS BEING A HOODLUM BECAUSE OF HIS PAST
PRISON RECORD, PARTICIPATION IN SEVERAL FIGHTS, a¥D HIS HASIT OF
CARRYING A SHOTGUN IN HIS VEHICLE., HE SAID HE FREQUENTLY
LOANED HIS SHOTGUN TO THE BARTENDER AT PETE+S wHEN TROUBLE
OCCURRED AT THE BAR. HE DENIED EVER RECTIVING SUCH AN OFFER
PRIOR TO THIS INCIDENT AND FURTHER DENIED ANY AFFILIATION
WITH A WHITE HATE GROUP. HT ADMITTED THAT ME HAD MADE
STATEMENTS, WHILE DRUNK, TO THE EFFECT THAT HE HAD MO Avéasxon
TO KILLING BLACKS ALTHOUGH HE HAD NEVER SERIOUSLY CONSINDERED
DOI"G SO,
HE MENTIONTD THAT HE wAS SHOCKED AND DISMAYED TO LEARW
APPROXIMATELY THRES TO FOUR WFEKS LATR THAT MARTIN LUTHER wING
HAD BETN MURDERED. HE SAID HE DID NOT GO TO LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS AMD TELL THEM OF HIS CONTACT yITH THT nNgkNOwN PERSON
BECAUST HE FELT HE MIGHT BECOOE » SUSPECT IN THF MURMER OF
MARTI® LUTHER KING.
£9D PAGE FOUR
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EP 44928  PAGE FIVE |
POWELL STATED HIS CONTACT WITH THE UNKNOWN PERSON WAS
APPROXIMATELY FIVE MINUTES IN DURATION pND THAT HE wOyLD NOT
RECOGNIZE HIM IF HE yAS BOUGHT INTO HIS MOTEL ROOM AT THaT
MOMENT, A FACIAL IDENTIFICATION CATALOG wAS PRESENTED TO
POWFLL AMD THOROUGHLY EXPLAINED, POWYELL OBSERVED aLL ITEMS IN
THE CATALOG AND STATED HE COULD NOT RECALL THE UNKNOwN PERSON."
FACIAL FFATURES AND WOULD BE U ABLE TO PROVIDE AW ARTIST CONCEPTION,
POWELL IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: wHITE MaLE, 6+2", 178 LBS,,

no3 POB STEPHENS CONNTY, G<ORGIpa: MOTHER, HEPSI®

POWELL, ROUTE 3, TOCCA, GEORGIA; FATHER DECEASED; SISTER, FLOI-
3RYSO', ADDRESS UNKWOyN, FRANKLIN, NORTH CAROLINA3 BROTHERS,
LEOM POWELL, ATLANTA, GEORGIA; HUBERT POWELL, ROunTE 3, TOCCA,
GEORGIA3 WEMDALL POWELL, BELMONT, NORTH CAROLINA, ADPRESS
UNKMOWN; EDWARD POWELL, SHANDON, GEORGIA: WIFE, JACKIE POWFLL,
4163 CA"BY LANE, DECATER, GEORGIA, NO TELEPHONE,
EDUCATION FINISHED FOURTH GRADE., FEMPLOYMENT - SELFEMPLOYED,
OCCUPATIOY - DRY WALL CARPENTER.
FL PASO AT MINLAMD, TEXAS: yILL SyBMIT FD-322.

EMD

FBT AT LMM  CLR Ty

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Lo

-y
e 4

ERIALIZED .

$

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ALt
A A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



B ACSFURCI S

o b b AT

ain

prol ey

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

[




2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



g

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 1-/7[76

LEON OWEN P@GWELL, a white male, 3841 Austin
Drive, Decatur, Georgia, telephone 289-1545 was advised
of the identities of the interviewing agents and
requested to furnish information that he possessed
concerning the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

POWELL was advised of his rights by

SA AUGUST W. BULFER as shown on a kandwrittem waiwing and waiver

of rights form which POWELL executed after reading.
POWELL declined to furnish a signed statement, however
voluntarily furnished the following information.

During late October or early November, 1967,
exact date unknown, during the late afternoon hours
he and his brother CLAUDE POWELL,*JR., who uses the
alias SHOTGUN POWELL, a white male who is currently
located at the Scottish Inn, room number unknown, at
Midland, Texas, employmént unknown, were having a
drink in Pete's Bar at Moreland and Confederate
Avenue in Atlanta, Georgia,

He and his brother were approached by
a mutual friend‘ RAY GODFREY a white male, approximately
40 years old, 6'1l" tall, 220 pounds, auburn hair, country
and western singer, employed with the Atlanta Sanitation
Department, who asked if he and his brother would
be interested in making $50,000.

During the conversation with GODFREY it was
determined that GODFREY could and would put them in
contact with an individual who would pay them to
murder MARTIN LUTHER KIN&, JR. He and his brother
expressed interest in the contract to murder KING
at which time the conversation with GODFREY was
terminated and GODFREY told them that they
would be contacted concerning the murder contract of
KING in the near future.
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Approximately one week after the meeting
with GODFREY the POWELL brothers were again drinking
in Pete's Bar, exact date unknown, at approximately
4 or 5 PM when they were approached by an individual
named RALPH (Last Name Unknown), a white male,
heavy set, 6'1" to 6'2", no accent, well groomed,
late 40's, well spoken, who he described as a
"Lawyer type". RALPH (LNU) who was in possession
of a briefcase approached him and his brother,
put his briefcase on the table, and said, "I guess
you know why I'm here', He and his brother nodded
their heads in assent at which time RALPH opened his
briefcase displaying what he said was $25,000
and he then said, "If you decide to take the job
there's $50,000 more when it's completed'". SHOTGUN
POWELL replied to RALPH that he and his brother needed
time to think it over, at which time RALPH (LNU) stated,
"If your mind is not made up now I can't do business
with you'". RALPH (LNU) then stood up and +nothing
else was said. RALPH (LNU) closed his briefcase
and left,

POWELL stated that neigher he nor
his brother observed how RALPH (LNU) came or left
the bar and they have not seen RALPH (LNU) since
that date.

During the short conversation with RALPH
he never adually said that the money being offered
to them was to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

He has not had any type of contact
with RAY GODFREY in aPproximately seven years and
does not know GODFREY's current location.

The only other individuals aware of he and
his brother's meeting with RALPH (LNU) are his former
wife, ANNIE LOIS COMPOS, a white female, 4120 Glenwood
Road, Amrtment A, Atlanta, and PETE DAVIS, a white
male, owner of the bar where he and his brother
talked with RALPH (LNU).

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AT 44-2386

The bar where he and his brother met
RALPH (LNU) burned down several years ago and he
believes that PETE DAVIS is currently manager for
Shrimp Boatsrestaurants with headquarters in Macon,
Georgia. DAVIS also could possibly be contacted
through HERBERT DAVIS who lives on Flat Shoals
Road in Atlanta, Georgia and used to own the Atlanta
Technical School.

His former wife has no first hand knowledge
of the matter. She is aware of the facts as he
described them to her.

PETE DAVIS actually observed RALPH (LNU)
enter and exit his bar but DAVIS never entered
the conversation between RALPH (LNU) and themselves.

Neither he nor his brother were involved
in the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., because
the whole situation as he described above ''scared us'.
o He is willing to take a polygraph in
this matter.

He has waited nine years to contact
the FBI regarding this matter because he recently
observed a documentary on television which disturbed
his conscience and he felt he had to furnish this
information to the FBI,

POWELL stated the reason he believes he and
his brother were contacted by GODFREY is because his
brother, SHORGUN POWELL served five years for
armed robbery and during the period of time around 1967
his brother had a reputation for being an expert
with a shotgun. POWELL stated his brother constantly
carried a shotgun because "He has an inferior complex".
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POWELL advised he does not know JAMES
EARL RAY and has no other information concerning the
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

He believes that his brother will
cooperate in discussing this mmtter with the FBI and
he does not know if GODFREY would be willing to discuss
his knowledge of what transacted between them in 1967.

The following description of LEON OWEN
POWELL was obtained through observation and interview:

Race White
Sex Male
Date of Birth |

o]

Place of Birth “Stepnens Gouncy, Georgia

Height 6'

Weight 142

Hair Blond

Eyes Brown

Build Medium

Complexion Light

Tattoos, marks and

scars Tattoo on right arm near

shoulder of a lady in a
champagne cglass, The
words Betty and True Love
tattooed on left forearm,
On left arm blikcep is
tattoo of a cherry with words
'here's mine where's yours'

Education High School, Toccoa,
Georgia

Employment Self-employed as drywall
installer, currently
unemp loyed

Residence Living with son DAVID POWELL

age 18 and wife BRENDA at
3841 Austin Drive, Decatur,
Georgia, His son DAVID will
always know his whereabouts.
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Military Service U, S, Army, 1932~
service number
Ranger Instructor, discharged

-
as Private for %oing Absent
Without Official Leave (AWOL)
Marital Status Divorced
Other Home Address Route 2, Toccoa, Georgia
telephone 886-3254
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lf:597?ﬁ wITEL JAVUARY 9, 197¢ 5ul

’

TG~ DIRECIOR (44-38861) -  ATLANTA (44-£586)

fROs  EL PASO (44-952p) (F)
VURKIN

RE VASHINGTOW TEL SENI JAWUARY 9, 1976

On JALUARY S, 1976, Dedis .ILLLAIS, WABAGER OF THE SCOTTISH

k4 Lun WOTZL, MIDLAKD, Tiias, ADVILLD idal THE MOTEL RECORD FOR
ROGH 211, WwAZE CLAUDE POWELL JR. 15 HeSIDIWG, REFLECTS WO

QUTGCT UG TELEPHOLE GALL5. 14016 IGLZPHOWE CALLS RE NOT

RECOKDED , WHEIHER LOCAL OR LOW& DISTANCE, A5 TO THEIR POIWT OF

. -

ORIG I
CCLAUDE POWELL JR. RECONTACILD AlD ADVISED AL WOULD JEERE
SUBMIT iC A POLYGKAPH EXAWINATION COWUCERNING THE IHFORUATION HE
PREVIOUSLY SUPPLIED O JAEUARY &, 1976. EL PASO AWAITING
IGSIRUCIIOWS BY BUREAU RE POL#GHAPH CXAUINATION.
AIR @AIL COPY SENT TO MetiPHIS.
OR |

TLL ¥ol AILAMLA CLK 1HKS

}l"'

llﬂ‘
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nmaaa (Mﬂlﬂ)
ﬂ. msc (44'930) (?)

.

‘RE ussxmu TEL SENT umw 94 1976,
on JMIUARY 9. mc. n.u. mu.wm. umm or Iaz seo'msn

i

n#on 211, wum: CLAUDE mzu. JRe xs nssmm, amms w0
"e'ursam TELEPHOME. CALL S+ zﬁdomm, TELEPNORE CALLS' ARE m
qgcaana. VHETHER LOCAL OR x.om o:smm. A8 10 xma nm' or
oaxm. | R

| CLAUDE POWELL ane nzmzqcm m mmm aa mu

mn 10 A m.maru xmxunea comnmn na xumw:n n
mzv:oua.v SUPPLIED O .smmn & lsn. B PASO wuun
znsrnucuoas BY BUREAU n: mmm zmnun;al.

{}i: ,‘ )

| AIR WAL OOPY SEWT To MEWPKIS. - . oo
CoER. SNSRI

TLL FB1 ATLA&TA CLR TKKS

. \
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4!5AM @l 125-76 MRF PM URGENT 1-9-76 IKR

10 ATLAWTA (44-2386)

EL PASO  (44-920)
FROM DIRECTOR = (44-38861)
MURKIN-
| REEPTEL JANUARY 9, 1976.

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION REQUESTS FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL
‘I%VESTIGATION; v | | *
| ATLANTA, INTERVIEY RAY GODFREY. ADVISE HIM OF HIS
RIGHTS AMD DETERMINE IF HE WILL SUBMIT TO A POLYGRAPH
EXAMINATION, t o

EL PaSO, RECONTACT CLAUDE POWELL AND DETERMINE IF HE WILL .
‘susmxr TO PGLYGRAPH EXAMINATION,  ALSO ASCERTAIN IF SCOTTISH
INY MOTEL MAIMTAINS ANY RECORDS RECORDING INCOMING AND
OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALLS FOR CLAUDE POWELL, PARTICULARLY TO
DETERMINE IF HE HAS BEEN IN TELEPHONIC CONTACT WITH LEOW
OWEN POWELL., |

. DO NOT CONDUCT ANY POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION UNTIL FURTHER

APPROVAL FROM FBIHQ. SUTEL SUMMARY RESULTS.

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.
D o
PLS ACK FOR 6 TELS
TLL FBI ATLANTA CLR THyS
AGK FOR SIE SIE SIX (6) TELS 7,‘#
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;,mumu‘m. e
Loon rm, m&ucr muax mwm. m: zmznu‘w: rr HE um.'_
j‘wz'x T POLYSRAPH EXaMINATION, aasa gmmgzs ¥ sf:en :sa
/7% WOTEL MAINTAINS ANY RECORDS RECORDING INCOMING D

atmsma TELEPHONE CALLS FOR CLAUDE 'rmu, PARTICULARLY m
nzmeaxm rr x's xas m:n m m.mmm @:mcr wz'za x.mu |

'FLS AGK ma ﬁ TELS

‘m, L} m.wm CLR mxs Sl
‘e* FOR SIE SIE SIX' m m.s =
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