NUES Al i‘*LAln
435¢ Pvi WITEL 1-22-76 Ll
103 DIRECTUR (44-38861)
FROM:  ATLAGTA (44-2386) )
ADWINISTRATIVE DIVISION. AlTeuiION EXHIBITS SECTION.

AUR K14 | |

RL GURLAU TELCALL 10 AiLailA, JANUARY 2o, 1976

FUR Trc IaFORMATION OF inw Jﬁﬁ;AU, LiCk OWiiN POWELL ADVISED
THAT 1hi ARTISI'S CONCEPIION S#0ULU pe CHAWGED 10 ELIMINATE SOUE
GF [ GRAY ARGU M TL&PLES 4iL TH. iaCc SHOULD Ba MADE SHORTER.
POWELL STATED OWLY 5PECKS.OF anaY ZHOULD APPEAR Od IiiPLES
Al THi FACE 1w THE PRESENI ARIIST'S CONCLPTION Is A LIITLE O

100 LOWG.  FUWeLL STALES dAs w0 Ioza A5 T0 wiioRe =uWARD POWRLL

WURKS OR Reolbioe

PL’J‘;MLL orU1nckS, LEUL Avw CLAUus, oHOULD Ba CORSIDERED
PUTERTIALLY DAWGerOUS,
Lol e
A0L b

FBITHR TrE
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| FBI
A Date:  1/22/76

. N PLAINTEXT -
Transmit the following in (Type in plaintext or code)
. TELETYPE o : NITEL
Viu j (Precedence)
I Bttt A ;/‘37' CTHR T
TO: DIRECTOR (44— 38861)

FROM:  ATLANTA (@ (P)

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION. ATTENTION EXHIBITS SECTION.

MURKIN. o |

RE BUREAU-TELCALL TO ATLANTA, JANUARY 22, 1976

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, LEON OWEN POWELL ADVISED
THAT THE ARTIST'S CONCEPTTION SHOULD BE CHANGED TO ELIMINATE SOME
OF THE GRAY AROUND TEMPLES AND THE FACE SHOULD BE MADE SHORTER.
- ONLYy - Shoviel Frppeer
POWELL STATED SPECKS OF GRAY, ON TEMPLES AND THE FACE IN THE
PRESENT ARTIST'S CONCEPTION IS A LITTLE TOO LONG. POWELL FURTHEH
STATED HE HAS NO IDEA AS TO WHERE EDWARD POWELL WORKS OR RESIDES.

INVESTIGATION AT TACCOA CONTINUING AND REPORT WILL FOLLOW.

POWELL BROTHERS LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
POTENTTIALLY DANGEROUS.

END.
- Atlantsa

Lu-23/€- 9313 |

Approved: . m‘@ : | Senty p wy}ﬁ' M Pet(““n

m‘Charge
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WRel2 a1 PLALW .
11:4j‘fﬁ\wII£L.l—£2-76 HLF

16: DIRECIOR

FROI s AiLAsla (44-2586)

ﬁ&ﬁhiw.

AiSe WLFSIn PUWELL AWD HUS.R:Y PCOwiLL, “OTHZR AND BROTHER OF
LeOw AW CLAUDL POWELL, JRe, LUCAILU AND INTERVIEWED AT TOCCOA,
GEURGIA. #RS. HerPSIc POWeLL SiaskU Snc HAD NO KNOWLEDGE, WHAT-
SOLVER OF IWCIDEWI AS REPURIes bY. _20n POWELL 10 ATLANTA DIVISION.
AUBERT POWELL ADVISED He WA CudiACiid 5Y LEOW POWELL AFTER BUREAU
AGE WL S COWTACILD aNOTHER 5Ho;a;a, <eidell POwell, BELWONT , NORTH
CARULI.As HUDeRT POWELL #Uilien auvISel (AL LEON ReLATED T0
Alei, Al ThAT TIGE, ASCUT THe IwCIveinie HUBERT POWELL OF THE
OPi%IUM LeOn POWeLL WAS 5Ruaa JUAIue iKIS PHONE CALL. HUBERT
FOWELL STAT=D HE HAD NO KiOWLcuGs OF IWCIDEWT BEFORE THz RECE KT
FHONE CALL.
EiND .

FLS ACK FOR 14O

ROLU FOR FOUR
DLA FBIad

ACR rUR 1WU
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Transmit- the following in

7&&%07%9&7/

FBI

PLAINTEXT
" CType in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE - * , NITEL

_..__...___-...-.___._....-.——._..._.....__._._._.___._.._.________._.__.—— — —_—

- GEORGIA. MRS. HEPSIE POWELL STATED SHE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE, WHAT-
 HUBERT POWELL ADVISED HE WAS CONTACTED BY LEON POWELL AFTER BUREAU|
| CAROLINA. HUBERT POWELL FURTHER ADVISED THAT LEON RELATED TO
:OPINION LEON PQWELL‘WAS DRUNK DURING THIS PHONE’CALL. HUBERT

-PHONE CALL.

{Precedence)

'i'o:_ DIRECTOR Wi "NSW

FROM: ~ ATLANTA (¢
MURKIN. B |

MRS. HEPSIE POWELL AND HUBERT POWELL, MOTHER AND BROTHER OF
LEON AND CLAUDE POWELL, JR., LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED AT TOCCOA,
SOEVER OF INCIDENT AS REPORTED BY LEON POWELL TO ATLANTA DIVISION.
AGENTS CONTACTEDANOTHER BROTHER, WENDELL POWELL, BELMONT, NORTH
HIM, AT THAT TIME, ABOUT THE INCIDENT HUBERT POWELL OF THE

POWELL STATED'HE'HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OFvINGIDENTfBEFORE THE RECENT

END. : .
- Atlanta

i

'

o

0

! B

| -
Date: 1/22/76 S //;L—g

| o

|

|

|

|

|

4
2
i
v
!
4

:i;mw ' 7‘ — | du, }30‘6——9372/

Approved: ‘__g

peXial Agent in- Charge
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1/15/7¢

AIRTEL
T DIRECTOR, PRI (44-32861)
PROM : 32C, EL PASO (44-920) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Fe E]1 Paso teletyps to Bureau, 1/8/76.

Fnelosed for the Buresau and receiving offices
are two coples aach of an FPD-302 reflacting interview of
CLAUDE POWELL, JR.. at 4idland. Texas, on 1/8/76.

£1 Paso Division will leave this matter pending
until such time as the Bureau or raceiving offices request
additional interview of nolygraph examination of CLAUDE
POWELL, JR,

2- Bursau (Eac. 2)
Atlanta (44-2638) (Enc. 2)
- Mamphis (Enc. 2)
2~ ¥l raso
P cpm
(#)
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1/15/76

ATRTEL
- PIRECTOR, PRI (44 32861)
PROM: SAC. RL PASO (44-920) (P)

SURYECT: MURKIN

Re ¥l Paso teletyre to Bureau, 1/8/76.

rnelosed for the Bureau and receiving offices
are two copies sach of an FD-302 reflacting interview of
rLANRE POWELL, TR.. at Midland, Texas, on 1/8/76.

Kl Paso Nivision will lsave this matter pending
until such time 28 the Rureau or receiving offices request
additional intervisw or nolygraph examination of CLAUDE
POYMELL, IR,

2~ Bureau {Bnc. 2)
(2> atlenta (44-2638) (Pnc. 2)
2 - Mamphis (Fne. 2)

2- Bl raso

i cpm

(2)
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) e "\: . /—

\
N

-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1/15/76

Date of transcription

. CLAUDE POWELL, JR., was located at the Scottish
Inn Motel, Interstate Highway 20 at Holiday Hill Road,
Room 211, POWELL was advised of the identities of the
interviewina Agents and at the outset of the interview
was asked if he had been in contact with any member of
his family or in varticular, his brother LEON POWELL.
POWELL denied being in contact with any member of his
family including LEON POWELL since his departure from
Atlanta, Georaia, on December 31, 1975. He was then
interviewed as follows:

POWELL was asked if he had ever been offered
a large sum of money to commit a murder and he immediately
volunteered that he had been offered $25,000 shortly be-
fore the actual assasination of MARTIN LUTHER KING to
murder MARTIN LUTHER KING. He recalled the circumstances
of that offer as follows:

_Approximately three to four weeks prior to the
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, he and his brother, LEON
POWELY, were seated in a booth in Pete's Bar on Moreland
Avenue in Atlanta, Georgia. A friend of his brother, RAY
GODFREY, a musician and Atlanta City employee, joined them
at their booth and engaced in conversation with LEON. He
paid no particular attention to what LEON and RAY were
talking about and GODFREY left the booth after approximately
10 to 15 minutes had passed.

After GODFREY left, an individual previously
unknown to him came to their booth and seated himself
opposite from he and LEON. As this unknown person sat
down .he placed an expensive looking black brief case on the
table. He described the unknown person as being a white
male, approximately 5'8" in height. medium build, approximatelv
150 pounds, approximately 30 vears of age. POWELL explained
that the unknown person appeared to him to be out of place
in such an establishment as Pete's Bar in view of his dress
which did not fit into the crowd that frequented Pete's Bar.
The unknown person impressed him as being a well educated

LG 3¢ e 377

s eromed on 1/8/76 . Midland, Texas co s EP 44-920 “
SA GERALD D. GALBREATH Nz 2 oo
s»_° _ SA FRANZ W, NENZEL FWNipm WY ALTED

i ~ Ny
Lot R R
ST IRV b F S

This dicument contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBl ond is loaned to your agency;
W and s contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency. b i il
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EP 44.920
2

person, who appeared to be aprofessional type such as

a lawyer. He said the unknown vperson was clean cut,

and verv calm and cool in his manner. He said the
unknown person may have introduced himself but he does

not recall any names., The unknown person asked he and
LEON if thev wanted to pull a job. He does not know

the exact wordina but he guestioned the unknown person
concerning the nature of the job and how much money it
paid. The unknown person toldhim and LFON that he wan-
ted them to do away with someore and when POWELL questioned
the unknown person further he was told that it was someone
important. The unknown person then told him and LEON that
he wanted them to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING and would pay
them $25,000 now and $25,000 when the job was done. The
unknown verson then opened his brief case which was full
of wrapped currencv, some of the bhills he noticed were

in $100 denominations. He stated that he was shocked by
the statements of the unknown person and initially assumed
that it was some sort of prank or possibly a law enforce-
ment officer trvina to trick him, After the unknown
person made the offer, he ignored any further conversa~
tion whereupon the unknown person closed his brief case
and departed.

He has never had anv further contact nor did
he ever ascertain the identity of the unknown person or
means or reason for the offered payment to kill MARTIN
LUTHER KING. He related that he had gained the bad
reputation of beinag a hoodlum because of his past prison
record, particivation in several fights and habit of carrying
a shotgun in his vehicle, which he fregquently loaned to
the bartender at Pete's Bar whenever trouble occurred.
He denied ever receiving such an offer prior to this
incident and further denied affiliation with any group
which advocated racial hatred. He admitted that he
had made statements while drunk to the effect that he
had no aversion to killing blacks, although he had never
seriously considered doing so.

POWELL was then reauested to assist the FBI

by providing an artist conceotion of the unknown person
who contacted him at Pete's Bar by the use of a facial

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




EP 44-920
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identification catalog. It was explained to POWELL

that a sketch would be made from a jcombinationr of

features that he selected from vhotographs displayed

in the catalog. Each category in the cataloa was

thoroughlyv exnlained and vhotoaraphs in these categories

were shown to POWELL. POWELL then stated that he would

be unable to assist in this regard because he had only

talked with the unknown person for approximately five minutes
and that he would not recoanize him even if he was brought
into his motel room at that moment.

The followina descriotive data was obtained through
interview and observation: '

Name CLAUDE POWELL, JR,.

Alias D Junior Powell
Shotgun Powell

Sex Male

Race i

Date of birth [:Hﬁit;:::;::fl

Place of birth ~Stephens County, Georgea

Height 62" )

Weight 170 pounds

Hair : Gray-black

Evyes Blue

FEducation Finished 4th grade

Emplovment Self emploved

Occupation Carpenter and dry wall
finisher

Parent . HEPSIE POWELL,

, Route 3, Toccoa, Georgia
Brothers LEON POWELL,

Atlanta, Georgia

HUBERT POWELL

Poute 3, Toccoa, Georgia
WENDELL POWELL,

Belmont, North Caroline
(address unknown)

EDWARD POWELL,

Shamdon, Georgia

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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o

Sister

Wife

Permanent address
Tattocs

FLORIS BRYSON

Franklin, North Carolina
(address unknown)

JACKIE POWELL,

unemployed, 4163 Cambv Lane,
no telephone, Decatur, Georgia
Same as wife

Dragon, left bicep: "LUCY,

my wife is so dear to me',

left forearm: "LOIS" inside
right forearm: "Too sweet

to live, to mean to die',
across chest; "BONNIE" upper
right shoulder; "BETTY®, upper
left shoulder

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1/15/76

Date of ranscription

CLAUDE POWELL, JR., was located at the Scottish

Inn Motel, Interstate Highway 20 at Holiday Hill Road,
Room 211. POWELL was advised of the identities of the
interviewinag Agents and at the outset of the interview
was asked if he had been in contact with any member of
his family or in particular, his brother LEON POWELL.
POWELL denied being in contact with any member of his
family including LEON POWELL since his departure from
Atlanta, Georgia, on December 31, 1975. He was then
interviewed as follows:

POWELL was asked if he had ever been offered
a large sum of money to commit a murder and he immediately
volunteered that he had been offered $25,000 shortly be-
fore the actual assasination of MARTIN LUTHER KING to
nmurder MARTIN LUTHER KING. He recalled the circumstances
of that offer as follows:

Approximately three to four weeks prior to the
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, he and his brother, LEON
POWELYL were seated in a booth in Pete's Bar on Moreland
Avenue in Atlanta, Georgia. A friend of his brother, RAY
GODFREY, a musician and Atlanta City employee, joined them
at their booth and engaced in conversation with LEON. He
paid no particular attention to what LEON and RAY were
talking about and GODFREY left the booth after approximately
10 to 15 minutes had passed.

After GODFREY left, an individual previously
unknown to him came to their booth and seated himself
opposite from he and LEON. As this unknown person sat
down he placed an expensive looking black brief case on the
table. He described the unknown person as being a white
male, approximately 5'8" in height, medium build, approximately
150 pounds, approximatelv 30 vears of age. POWELL explained
that the unknown person aopeared to him to be out of place
in such an establishment as Pete's Bar in view of his dress
which did not fit into the crowd that freqguented Pete's Bar.
The unknown person impressed him as being a well educated

-
(/ (17 J 37 @
Interviewsd on 1/8/76 o Midland, Texas i EP 44 9202_3]{
SA GERALD D. GALBREATH
SA FRANZ W. NENZEL FWN :pm Date dictated | —

by

This documen! contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the!FBI and is .lo‘oned.lo‘yourv
4 RS TS A
® ond its contents ore not to be distributed oulside your agency. :,_,.____.___“______
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person, who appeared to be aprofessional type such as

a lawyer. He said the unknown vperson was clean cut,

and very calm and cool in his manner. He said the
unknown person may have introduced himself but he does

not recall any names. The unknown person asked he and
LEON if thev wanted to pull a job. He does not know

the exact wordinag but he questioned the unknown person
concerning the nature of the job and how much money it
paid. The unknown person toldhim and LEON that he wan-
ted them to do awav with someore and when POWELL questioned
the unknown person further he was told that it was someone
important. The unknown verson then told him and LEON that
he wanted them to kill MARTIN . LUTHER KING and would pay
them $25,000 now and $25,000 when the job was done. The
unknown verson then ovened his brief case which was full
of wrapped currencv, some of the bills he noticed were

in $100 denominations. He stated that he was shocked by
the statements of the unknown person and initially assumed
that it was some sort of prank or possibly a law enforce-
ment officer trvina to trick him. After the unknown
person made the offer, he ignored any further conversa-
tion whereupon the unknown person closed his brief case
and departed.

He has never had anv further contact nor did
he ever ascertain the identity of the unknown person or
means or reason for the offered payment to kill MARTIN
LUTHER KING. He related that he had gained the bad
reputation of beina a hoodlum because of his past prison
record, particivation in several fights and habit of carrying
a shotgqun in his vehicle, which he frequently loaned to
the bartender at Pete's Bar whenever trouble occurred.
He denied ever receiving such an offer prior to this
incident and further denied affiliation with any group
which advocated racial hatred. He admitted that he
had made statements while drunk to the effect that he
had no aversion to killing blacks, although he had never
seriously considered doing so.

POWELL was then reauested to assist the FBI
by providing an artist conception of the unknown person
who contacted him at Pete's Bar by the use of a facial

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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identification catalog. It was explained to POWELL

that a sketch would be made from a jcombinationr of

features that he selected from photographs displaved

in the cataloag. Each category in the catalog was

thorouaghly exnlained and photographs in these categories

were shown to POWELL. POWELL then stated that he would

be unable to assist in this regard because he had only

talked with the unknown person for approximatelv five minutes
and that he would not recognize him even if he was brought
into his motel room at that moment.

The followina descriptive data was obtained through
interview and observation:

Name CLAUDE POWELL, JR.
Alias S Junior Powell
Shotgun Powell
‘Sex Male
Race i
Date of birth
Place of birth _ Stephens County, Georgea
Height 6'2" '
Weight 170 ‘pounds
Hair Gray=black
Evyes Blue
Fducation Finished 4th grade
Employment Self emploved
‘Occupation Carpenter and dry wall
) finisher
Parent . HEPSIE POWELL,
Route 3, Toccoa, Georgia
Brothers LEON POWELL,

Atlanta, Georgia

HUBERT POWELL

Poute 3, Toccoa, Georgia
WENDELL POWELL,

Belmont, North Caroline
(address unknown)

EDWARD POWELL,

Shamdon, Georgia
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~ Routing Slip
0-7 (Rev. 12 3
To: sac: ATLANTA
[) Albany [ Houston
{3 Albuquerque [ Indianapolis
) Alexandria [ Jackson
[ Anchorage ] Jacksonville
[ Atlanta {1 Kansas City
Baltimore ] Knoxville
] Birmingham (3 Las Vegas
[—1 Boston ] Little Rock
[_1 Buffalo ] Los Angeles
{_] Butte [_] Louisyille
(] Charlotte [} Memphis
{_] Chicago ] Miami
[ Cincinnati [ ] Milwaukee
[—] Cleveland ] Minneapolis
[] Columbia ) Mobile
] Dallas ] Newark
[ Denver New Haven
{1 Detroit [_ ] New Orleans
(1 El Paso 1 New York City
(] Honolulu 1 Norfolk
re: MURKIN
Retention

[] For information {__) optional

] action

(Copies to Offices Checked)

(7 Oklahoma City g EeEi(r;lﬁT'
[} Omaha ) 1 Bemn
] Philadelphia ] Bonn
] Phoenix ’ {_] Brasilia
(] Pittsburgh {1 Buenos Aires
[ Portland [1 Caracas
] Richmond [ ] Hong Kong
{_] Sacramento []) London
] St. Louis 1 Madrid
[ Salt Lake City 1 Manila
) San Antonio [C] Mexico City
(] San Diego [] Ottawa
[ ] San Francisco (7 Paris
] San Juan 3 Rome
(—J Savannah {1 Singapore
] Seattle ] Tel Aviv
] Springfield ] Tokyo
(] Tampa
[ ] Washington Field
{1 Quantico

bere  1/23/76
For appropriate

{1 Surep, by

{1 The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, [ conceal all

sources, [ ) paraphrase contents.

(] Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA

dated

Remarks:

Per urtelcall of 1/22/76 and urteletype dated 1/22/76

and Bureau Telecopier Transmission of 1/23/76.

Three photocopies of revised artist's conception

drawing are enclosed.

723

o 2/

e

SEARCHED . ....,TNDEXED .......
SERIALIZED ..77... FILED ..ooennc}
JANZ6 1376
FBI — ATLANTA__ / e &
me.  (3) ;Llﬂ-soﬂ |
Bufile  44-38861 EXABRTITS §ECT|ON
Urfile  44-2386 ADMINISTRATIVE DJ
1B 224 JEH VISION
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:  DIRECTOR (44-38861).

FROM:  ATLANIA €44-2386) (P) ,

. -

 MURKIH. | S o

RE ATLAWIA WITEL TO THE SURLAU, JANUARY 26, 1976. -

W

RECCUIACT WITH Le2@N POWELL'S RZLATIVES DETERMINED THAT POWEL

ROOAING HOUSE LOCATED IN THE

= - 5o :

VICIWITY GF ALSTOW STREET AND CAWDLLR RGAD 14 AILANIA, GEORGIA.

POWELL 'S RELATIVZS FURTHER AuvIs

[HAT PGWELL DOES WOT HAVE A

<

AT THAL ADDRESS AWD .ALTEZ4PIL YO LOCAT: HIN HAVE BEEN REGATIVE

ATLAGIA WILL LOCALE PONSLL Aks @AKz ARRANGEMESIS T0 HAVE
H1il AFFEAR AaD TAKE A POLYGRAPK Lhaniﬁﬁllﬁﬁvﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁ THE WEEK-QEF |
FEBRUARY 2, 1976 - | ST

JACE , A}LANTA.WiLL.SUSEIL 40 FURTHER TELETYPES IN THIS MATTER
UNTIL POWELL 15 yuLYGRAPHﬁb; - | o |

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AD CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
PUIZWTIALLY DANGEROUS. ‘ E
£iD.

HOLD

Fo5Y2 asi
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FBI

|
1
)
|
|
. !
Date: 1/27/76 ' 1
- ; - o= ) : 1
e N PLAINTEXT |
Transmil the following in - .. 1
" {(Type in plaintext or code) |
. ‘ i - !
Vin - TELETYPE ' NITEL ]
. (Precedence) 1
WP'#‘TJ"""""L ““““
TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 7

FROM:  ATLANTA

MURKIN. |
RE ATLANTA NITEL TO THE BUREAW, JANUARY 20, 1976.
' RECONTACT WITH LEON POWELL'S RELATIVES DETERMINED THAT POWELL
HAS NOW MOVED TO THE CROOK'S CORNER ROOMING HOUSE LOCATED IN THE -
VICINITY OF ALSTON STREET AND CANDLER ROAD IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA.
POWELL'S RELATIVES FURTHER ADVISED THAT POWELL DOES NOT HAVE A
PHONE AT THAT ADDRESS AND ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE HIM HAVE BEEN NEGATIVE.
ATLANTAx WILL LOCATE POWELL AND MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO HAVE
HIM APPEAR AND TAKE A POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION DURING THE WEEK OF
FEBRUARY 2, ' 1976. | k
| UACB, ATLANTA WILL SUBNIT NO FURTHER TELETYPES IN THIS MATTER
UNTIL POWELL IS POLYGRAPHED.
POWESL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSTDERED

POTENTTIALLY DANGEROUS.,

END.,
Atlanta
’far -

N

e 2315

Vi

'swczifﬁzglsﬂazﬂ_m f%;

Approved:
- b%

went in-Charge
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(Mount Clipping i

Ray - is - going “to tell all—
# everything I knew about people
and events' leadmg up to and after

King’s murder in Memphis” if he -

loses his. appeal to- the U.S.
Supreme Court, the man convicted
of the murder of Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr:, told a reporter for the &

Pacific News Service recently. ..

Despite the political nature of the -

assassination, and despite Ray's

was a consplracy, the U.S. and®
Tennessee authorities whc iw
pnsoned Ray - have’

vestigatlon into who was b
the King assassination. Since
“sensational stories of . receut
months com:emmg FBI aﬁmpts

people have beén motwated to

speak out.
One of them is Arthur Murtagh ¢

retired FBI agent who headed:s
‘‘labyrinthine underground o

Black informers’’ in Atlanta
King’s headquarters.

‘““My superiors—both in the'. ‘

_} Atlanta bureau and Washington
washed out leads suggesting a
right-wing conspiracy,” Murtagh
told PNSreporter Wayne Chastain,
Jr., last week. “Had a more
thorough mvestlgatlon
conducted by the FBI, I believe
links would have been established
- between the King assassination’
and the Kennedy murders—both
ose of JFK and RJK.” -
- It is well known that J. Edgar
Hoover had King’s phones tapped.
w—

NEW YORK, Dec. 27—James Earl

the FBI knowing about it.”

Now James Early Ray has told
reporter Chastain, in an exclusive
interview, that he was informed of

King's intentions to-be in MppPhis
3 days before that mumﬁn was|.

and not to arrive in Memphis

“erders could only have come from

e meally was o £

eise what King's plans
, And someon€é gave. Ray
plenty of money after the: shooting
80 that he was able to travel
thrgoghout Europe for 2 months
before he was fmally plcked up in
lanM i
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enomore than three hours a_

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

"Workers World"

Page 7

1/2/76

Date:
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title:

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office:

[] Being Investigated

Lo - 22749380
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SERWLIZED .rrr” FILED ...~ ..
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Via

Transmit the following in

FBI
Date.1/30/76

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE NITEL

(Precedence)

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e . e e e e e — — ——— - —— = = e -

T0 : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) /
(80-5-2) q%a«

EL PASO (44-920) (MAIL)

SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) (MAIL)

MEMPHIS (MAIL)
FROM: ATLANTA (44-2386) (94-481) (P)
MURKIN.

ON JANUARY 29, 1976, AT 7:45 P.M., LEON OWEN POWELL,
AFTER EXECUTING FD-328 (POLYGRAPH CONSENT FORM), AFFORDED
POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION IN ATLANTA OFFICE OF FBI. ASSISTING IN
COLLATERAL INTERVIEW WAS SA AUGUST W, BULFER, POWELL DURING
PRE-POLYGRAPH INTERVIEW FURNISHED SUBSTANTIALLY SAME INFORMATION
AS IN PREVIOUS INTERVIEWS WITH EXCEPTION TO INFORMATION CONCERNIﬁG'
MONEY OFFERED BY GODFREY., POWELL, ACCORDING TO HIS ﬁECOLLECTION,
STATED GODFREY NEVER MENTIONED THE AMOUNT OF MONEY TO BE PAID
BUT INDICATED HE STATED HE WAS LOOKING FOR SOMEONE WHO WAS
INTERESTED IN MAKING "BIG MONEY," ALSO GODFREY INDICATED "BIG
MONEY" WOULD BE PAID FOR KILLING MARTIN LUTHER KING. POWELL
PREVIOUSLY STATED GODFREY MADE STATEMENT FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS.
END PAGE ONE
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AT 44-2386 (PAGE TWO)

WAS TO BE PAID, HOWEVER, WHEN GOING OVER POLYGRAPH QUESTIONS

TO BE ASKED OF HIM, HE REQUESTED THAT THE AMOUNT BE DELETED FROM
QUESTION AND WORDS "BIG MONEY" BE SUBSTITUTED FOR FIFTY THOUSAND
DOLLARS, ACCORDING TO POWELL, THE CONVERSATION WITH GODFREY
CAME ABOUT WHILE THEY WERE SITTING IN PETE'S BAR DURING FALL OF
1967 AND CONVERSATION WAS CONCERNING MARTIN LUTHER KING'S ACTIVITIES
AT WHICH TIME SOMEONE STATED KING SHOULD BE KILLED AND POWELL'S
BROTHER, CLAUDE POWELL, MADE STATEMENT TO THE EFFECT HE WOULD
KILL HIM FOR THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF MONEY., POWELL ADVISED A COUPLE
OF DAYS AFTER THE INITIAL CONVERSATION WITH GODFREY WHILE THEY
WERE IN PETE'S BAR A WHITE MALE ENTERED THE BAR INQUIRING ABOUT
THE POWELLS, AFTER LOCATING THEM, HE STATED HE CAME TO TALK TO
THEM CONCERNING A MATTER THAT HAD PREVIOUSLY &EMN DISCUSSED
AFTER THEY ACKNOWLEDGED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE THAT THEY KNEW WHY
HE WAS THERE, THE WHITE MALE, WHOM POWELL IDENTIFIED AS RALPH,
THEN ASKED IF THEY WERE READY TO GO THROUGH WITH IT., POWELL
STATED THIS WHITE MALE NEVER MENTIONED THE KILLING OF KING OR
DISCUSSED HOW THE KILLING WOULD TAKE PLACE BUT ONLY DISPLAYED

A SMALL BRIEFCASE WHICH CONTAINED A LARGE AMOUNT OF MONEY. ONE

QUESTION(N THE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION WAS "DID RALPH SAY HE HAD
END PAGE TWO

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge .
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AT 44-2386 (PAGE THREE)
TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS IN THE BRIEFCASE?" HOWEVER, POWELL
STATED RALPH NEVER INDICATED THE EXACT AMOUNT, ONLY STATING HE
HAD "TWENTY-FIVE," POWELL, WHEN QUESTIONED AS TO WHETHER HE
MEANT TWENTY-FIVE HUNDRED OR TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND, STATED RALPH
NEVER DID STATE THE AMOUNT BUT HE REALIZED THAT THAT MUCH MONEY
IN THAT SIZE BRIEFCASE WOULD HAVE TO BE AT LEAST TWENTY-FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS. RALPH ALSO MADE STATEMENT THAT THERE WOULD
BE "FIFTY MORE" WHEN MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS BURIED, HOWEVER,
WHEN HE QUESTIONED THEM AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THEY WOULD GO
THROUGH WITH IT, CLAUDE POWELL STATED THEY WOULD HAVE TO THINK
ABOUT IT AT WHICH TIME RALPH DEPARTED THE BAR STATING THAT IF
THEY HAD NOT MADE UP THEIR MINDS BY THAT TIME HE COULD NOT DO
BUSINESS WITH THEM.

POWELL WAS AFFORDED FOUR SEPARATE EXAMINATIONS, THE FIRST
BEING A CARD TEST WHERE POWELL VIEWED THREE DIFFERENT CARDS OF
DIFFERENT COLORS BUT WAS ADVISED TO DELIBERATELY LIE TO THE
COLOR OF TWO OF THESE CARDS, IT WAS NOTED THE RESULTS OF THIS
EXAMINATION INDICATED NO SIGNIFICANT REACTION TO THESE QUESTIONS
AND THIS TEST WAS INCONCLUSIVE,

END PAGE THREE

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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AT 44-2386 (PAGE FOUR)
EXAMINATIONS TWO, THREE AND FOUR, ALL CONTAINING RELEVANT,

IRRELEVANT AND CONTROL QUESTIONS, THE RELEVANT QUESTIONS CONCERNING

STATEMENTS MADE BY GODFREY AND CONTACT BY RALPH, WERE ALSO IN-
CONCLUSIVE IN THAT POWELL DID NOT REACT SIGNIFICANTLY TO ANY ONE
OF THESE QUESTIONS, POWELL DID REACT TO TWO QUESTIONS CONCERNING
GODFREY, PARTICULARLY THE QUESTIONS '"DID GODFREY EVER ASK YOU
IF YOU WERE INTERESTED IN MAKING BIG MONEY?" AND "DID GODFREY
TELL YOU THE BIG MONEY WAS TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING?" THE
REACTION INDICATED ON THE CHART WAS NOT SIGNIFICANTLY STRONG
ENOUGH TO DRAW A CONCLUSION AS TO DECEPTION AND IT IS POSSIBLE
THIS REACTION COULD BE ATTRIBUTABLE TO POWELL'S CHANGING HIS STORY
FROM THE ORIGINAL INTERVIEW OF GODFREY MAKING THE STATEMENT
CONCERNING FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS TO NOW STATING "BIG MONEY."
DURING THE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION, POWELL APPEARED TO HAVE
DIFFICULTY BREATHING AND THE UPPER PNEUMOGRAPH HAD TO BE CON-
TINUALLY ADJUSTED BY THE EXAMINER. POWELL DID NOT APPEAR OVERLY
NERVOUS, DID NOT DISPLAY ANY OUTWARD SIGN OF EMOTION, BUT DID

L E

STATE ALL DURING THE POLYGRAPH THAT HE WAS VERY NERVOUS CONCERN IN(
THIS WHOLE MATTER AND THAT HE HAD A HARD TIME BREATHING PROPERLY,
END PAGE FOUR

Approved: Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge
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AT 44-2386 (PAGE FIVE)

PARTICULARLY AS THE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION PROGRESSED, WHEN
QUESTIONED CONCERNING RESPONSES INDICATED ON THE CHART, POWELL
WOULD ONLY STATE THAT HE WAS TELLING THE TRUTH AND THAT HE TOLD
ALL THAT HE KNEW AND COULD RECALL CONCERNING THIS INCIDENT,
POWELL INDICATED HE HAD A HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DEGREE, HOWEVER,
HE APPEARED TO BE OF LIMITED INTELLIGENCE AND APPEARED TO BE
MUCH OLDER THAN FORTY YEARS OF AGE., DURING QUESTIONING, HE
ADMITTED TO DOING A LOT OF BEER DRINKING, HOWEVER, DENIED
DRINKING ANYTHING DURING THE DAY OF THE EXAMINATION,

A REVIEW OF THREE CHARTS REFLECTS POWELL RESPONDED
GENERALLY IN THE SAME MANNER TO ALL QUESTIONS ASKED WITH NO
SIGNIFICANT RESPONSE TO ANY INDIVIDUAL QUESTION WHEREBY A
CONCLUSION COULD BE DRAWN AS TO HIS BEING TRUTHFUL OR UNTRUTHFUL,
THEREFORE, THESE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS WERE DETERMINED TO BE IN-

END.

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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EL PASO (42-925)‘(AM)

SAM ANTONIO (44-1242) (AM)

| NEMPHIS AM)
FROM: ATLATA (44-5386) (94-481) (P)
MURKT ¥, | |
0" JAMUARY 29, 1976, AT 7:45 PM, LEON OyEN POWELL,

AFTER EXECUTING FD 328 (POLYGRAPH comsE&T FORM) , AFFORDED
POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION IN ATLANTA OFFICE OF FBI. 'ASSISTING IN
COLLATERAL I"TERVIEY waS SA AUGUST w. BULFFR. POwELL DuRIng
PRE-POLYGRAPH imjgavxam FaRNiSHEs SUBSTANTIALLY SAME |
I"FORMATIO" AS I" PREVIOUS INTERVIEWS WITH EXCEPTION TO
TMFORMATION SONCERNI'G MONTY OFFERED BY GODFREY. POWFLL,
ACCORDING TO H1S RECOLLECTION, STATED GODFREY NEVER MENTIONED
THE AMOU"T OF MONEY To 3 PAID BUT INDICATED HE STATED E .
WAS LOOXI'G FOR SOMEONE yHO yAS INTERESTED IY MavING "BIG ¥

MO'FY." ALS® GODFREY IN DI"ATWW "BIG MO“EY" W“HLP BE PAID FORf,.‘
XILLT'G MARTIN LUTHER KING, POWELL PREVIOUSLY STATEQ_GODFREY

£:D PAGE OUE

wiLsod 2=
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PAGE TWO, AT 44-2386

~.

 MADE STATEMENT FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS WAS TO BE PAID. HOWEVER,
WHE GOI'G OVER POLYGRAPH QUESTIONS TO BE ASKED OF HIM, HE
REQUESTER THAT THE AMDUNT BE DELETED FROM QUESTION AND yORDS
“BIG MOWEY" BE SUBSTITUTED FOR FIFTY THOUSA®D DOLLARS.
ACCORDIG T POWELL, THE CONVERSATION yITH GODFREY FAME ABOUT
CWHILE THEY yFRE SITTING IN PETE'S BAR DURING FALL OF 1967

A'D T0"VERSATION yaS CONCERNING WARTIY LUTHER KING'S

ASTIVITIES AT wHICH TIME SOMEONE STATED KING SHOULD BR ¥ILLED
A"D POWELL'S BROTHTR, CLAyDE POyELL, MADE STATEWENT T0 THE
SRFECT HF {OULD XILL HIM FOR THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF MONEY, POwELL
ADVISTD A COUPLE OF DAYS AFTTR THE INITIAL CONVERSATION yITH
GODFREY WHILE THEY WSRE IV PETE'S BAR, A WHITE MALE ENTSRED

THT BAR T 'QUIRING ASOUT THE POYFLLS. AFTER LOCATING THEW,

HT STATED HE CAME T0 TALK TO THEM CONCERNING A MATTER THAT

HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEYW DISCUSSED: AFTER THEY ACKNOLEDGE IV THE
AFFIRMATIVE THAT THEY KNEy WHY HE wpS THERE, - THE yHITE MALE,
WHOM POWELL IDENTIFIED AS RALPH, THEM ASKED IF THEY yERE READY
T0 GO THROUGH WITH IT. POWELL STATED THIS WHITE MALF WEVER

7D PAGE TWO | - -
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PAGE THREE, AT 44-0386
ME“TI0VED THE KILLING OF KING OR DISCUSSED HOW_THE KILLING
WOULD TAKE'PLACE‘BUT ONLY DISPLAYED A'smaLL BRIEFCASE wHINY
00"TATED 4 LARGE AMOUNT OF MOWEY. ONE QUESTIOM ON THF
POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION yaS "DID RALPH SAY HE HAD $25,887 IN
THE BRIEFCASE?" HOQEVER, POWELL STATED R@L?H’MEVER INDICATED
THE FXACT AMOUNT, ONLY STATING HE HaAD "TyENTY-FIVE", POwFLL,

WHEN QUESTIONED AS T0O WHETHER HE MEANT TWENTY=FIVF HyNDRED L

OR TWE“TY-FIVE THONSAND, STATED RALPH NEVER DIN STATE THF

© AMOU™T BUT HE REALIZED THAT THAT MUCH MONEY IN THAT SIZE
BRzéFCAsE WOULD HAVE T0 BE AT LEAST TyENTY-FIVE THOISAND TOLLARS.
RALPH ALS0 MADY STATEMENT THAT THERE yOULD BE "FIFTY MORE™ WHEN
MARTT™ LUTHER KING aS BURIED. = HOWEVER, wMEN HE QUESTIONED
THEM AS T0O WHETHER OR NAT THEY wOULD GO THROUGH wITH IT, CLANDE
POWELL STATED THEY wOULD HAVE TO THINK ABOUT IT AT WHICH TIME
RALPH DEPARTED THE BAR STATING THAT IF THEY HAD MOT MADE yp
THETR MI'DS BY THAT TIME, HE COULD MOT DO BUSINESS wITH THEM,

| .POwELL 443 AFFORDED FOuR SEPARATS EXAMINATIONS, THE FIRST
'3ET"G A CARD TEST WHERE POWELL VIEWED THREF DIFFERENT FARDS |

E'D PAGE THREER
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PAGE. FOUR, AT 44
OF DIFFERENT COLORS BUT WAS ADVISED TO DELIBSRATELY LIE TO THE .

¢

-2386

~ COLOR OF Tw0 OF THESE CARDS, IT WaS NOTED THE RESULTS OF THIS:

FXAMITATION 1WDICATED NO SIGNIFICANT REACTION TO THESE QuESTIONS
A"D THIS TEST WAS INCONCLUSIVE, - ﬁ
© EXAMIYATIONS Tu0, THREE AND FOUR, ALL CONTAINING RELEVANT, ~ «
IRRELEVAT A7D GOWTROL QUESTIONS, THE RELEVANT QUESTIONS
C0UCERNI'G STATEMENTS MADE BY GODFREY AND CONTAST BY RALPH, wERF
ALSO T"CONCLUSIVE 1% THAT POWELL DID 40T RzﬂcrréIGMIFICAHTLY,
TO AMY ONF OF THESE QUESTIONS, POWELL DIN REACT TO Two t
QUESTTO"S CONCERNING GODFREY, PARTICULARLY THE quESTIONS,

: t
"DID GONFREY EVER ASK YOU IF YOU wWERE INTERESTED IM MAyING

- BIG MOVEY?"™ AND "DID GODFREY TELL YOu THE BIG MONEY WAS TO wILL

MARTT™ LUTHER XING?™ THE REACTION INDICATED ON THF ~HART wa$
MOT SIGUIFICANTLY STROYG ENOUGH TO PRAw A ONCLUSION AS TO
DECEPTIO™ AND ‘IT IS POSSISLE THIS REACTION COULD BE ATTRIBHTABLFE

. TO POWELL'S CHANGING HIS STORY FROM THE ORIGIMAL INTERVIEW

OF GONFREY MAXING THE STATEMENT CONCFRNING $57,897 TO WO
STATIYG "BI& MOMNEY,™
FUD PAGE FOUR | | .
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 PAGE FIVE, AT 44-2386 |
'DURT"G THE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION, POWELL APPEARED TO HAVE

DIFFISULTY BREATHING AND THE uPPrR PHEUMOBRAPH HAD TO BE | o
00" TI”UALLY ADJUSTED BY THE EXAMINER., POyELL DID NOT APPEAR
- OVERLY VERVOUS, DID NOT DISPLAY ANY OUTUARD SIGN OF . TMOTION,
~ BUT DID STATE ALL SURIYE THE POLYGRAPH THAT HE wpS VERY
YERVOUS SOVCERWING THIS WHOLE MATTER AND THAT HE HAD A HARD
TIME BREATHI G ?ROPERLY,'PAéTICULARLY AS THE POLYGRAPH
(EXAMINATION PROGRESSED. WHEY QUESTIONED CONCERNING RESPONSES -
TDICATED ON THE CHART, PﬂwFLL WOULD ONLY STATE THAT HE yAS
TELLI"G THE TRUTH AND THAT HE TOLD ALL THAT HE KNEy AN

OULD RECALL CONCERNING THIS INCIDENT. POWELL INDICATED HE
HAD A HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DEGREE, HOWEVER, HF QPPtAWFU

T0 BE OF LTMITED INTELLIGENCE AND APPEARED TO BF MUnH OLNER
THA™ FORTY YEARS OF AGE. DURING QULDTIOM{ﬁﬁ, HE ADMITTED

T0 DOING A LOT OF BEER DRINKING, HOWEVER, DENIED DRINKING

A"YTHI™G DURING THE DAY OF THE EXAMINATION,
A REVIEy OF THREE CHARTS REFLECTS POwELL Rvspomnwn

GE ERQLLY I THE SAMT MAMNER TO ALL QUESTIONS ASKER wITH MO
SIGIFICANT RESPONSE T0 AMY INDIVIDUAL QUESTION WHEREBY A

D PAGE FIVE
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" END.

“ACK FOR TyO

< TR

PAGE SIX, AT 44-2386

ROMCLUSION COULD BE DRAWN AS TO HIS BEING TRUTHFUL OR-
U'TRUTHFUL., THEREFORE, THESE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS WERE
NDETERMIMED TO BE INCONCLUSIVE, ' ’
PLS ACK FOR Ty0 ‘ o
DLA FBIHQ |
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TO ATLAYTA  (44-0386) - pb
FL PAS) (44-920)
MEMPHIS  (44-1987)
FROM DIRECTOR  (44-33861)

MURKIN

A

' CIVILYRIGHTS DIVISION (CRD), 11e 5. DEPARTMENT dF JUSTICE,
-,HAS RTQUESTED “FALLOWING ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION TO RESOLVE
THE ALLEGAIIO» GF.LEDE-OWEN POWELL aAND CLAUDE POWFELL, JR.
ATLAMTA AND EL PASO SHduLn THOROUGHLY 'REVIEYW THE
1°TFRVIEWS OF THEG§OWELLS WOTIYG THE DIFFERENCES IN EACH 0? :

\;IHEIR VERSIONS AND REINTERVIEY THE POWELLS TO FURTHER
RESOLVE ALL DETAILS OF THIS ALLEGED MEETING IN THE BAR,

@orTRRMINE WHEY AND HOW MANY TIMES THEY TALKED wITH EACH OTHFR L

ABOUT THIS ALLEGED MEETING SINCE ITS OCCURRENCE, bDETERMINE .
"FROM' THEM HOw IT CAM 3E VERIFIED THAT THEY WERE 1IN ATLAMTA’

—

' AT THE TIME OF THE ALLEGED MEETING AND CONDUCT ANY
INDEPENDENT TVESTIGATION TO VERIFY THEY WERE ACTUALLY

——

IV ATLAYTA AT THE TIME OF THE ¥EETING. gHAVE EACH OF THE = 5

POWELLS PREPARE A DIAGRA%,OF THE INTERIOR OF PETE'S BAR,

ICLUDING THE BODTH WHERE EACH PARTICIPANT OF THE ALLEGED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Sy 2 - \ |
MEETIMG WAS SEATED, DETERMINE FROM EACH IF THE Uﬂ?u% (R ALPH

L7 HAD AYYY TYPE OF AM ACCENT. FL PASO QUESTIONM CLANDE

SPECIFICALLY RE POLYGRAPH INDICATING HE HpS POSSIBLE

KNOYLEDGY REGARNING THE UNIDENTIFIED PERSON AS SET FORTH

IV YOUR JANUARY 27, 1576, TELETYPE.

© FL PASO SHOULD SHOy THT ARTIST+S CONCEPTION OF RALPH
S aus FINAL, AS PREPARED BY LEON QUEM POWFLL) TC FLAUDE

POWELL, JR., I% o SPREAD OF PHOTOGRAPHS., FEL PASO SHOULD

ALS0 IVTERVIEY CO-WORKERS OF CLAUDE POWELL, 1R., TO OE S TERMINE

IF HE HAS TALKED aBOUT THIS ALLEGED MEETING. RE-CHEMY

RECORDS OF SCOTTISH INM FOR RECORD OF ANY OpTGOING SALLS MANE

BY CLAUDE PﬂmTLL s,

IR SuouLn aSERTATY IR auy REAORDS aRE In EXISTENCE

——

TO TS5TABLISH INENTITY OF ALL FORMER "M°LOY3€. OF PETE'S éAR
AMD INTERVIEW THEM FOR ANY XMOwLEDGE OF THIS INCIRENMT ANﬁ

ATTEMPT T IDENTIFY RALPH (LD,

SHOULD ALSD INENTIFY aNp INTFRVIEW alL
KNOWY FORMFR CUSTOMFRS NF PETE'S 3AR NOTING THAT DIANE 3RANY,
WHO OPERATFS "THE OFFICE™ BAR, STATED A LOT OF THT rySTOMERS

ARE STTLL ARNUND A1) FREQUENT HER AR, "THT OFFICT,”

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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f@@sz THREE

0 IDENTIFY a¥n INTERVIFY "”HKM'"

AlLA“TA DHOUL“ WA”F FUBTHER EFFORTS TO LOCATE aND I“TFPVI”U
- wPE AR AL Ll

"DOTTIE," A FNRMER EMPLOYEE OF PETE'S BA?
¥ IT. CAN BE ARRANGED,

IF NECESSARY, 1 st
HAVE DIANE 3RADY OBSFRUE ““TTIF UNNERMILL TO -

DETERMIYE IF SHE 1S IDENTICAL WITH THE DOTTIS FORMERLY EMPLOYED W7
PETF'S BAR, SI"CE UNDFRHILL DENIED SHE FYER u

JENIED SHE EVER wORKED THERE,
Cug oY NrLanT f ‘
- ATLANTA SHOULD 20MNUCT INVESTISATION INTO THF BaSvGROUND
OF ARYOLD RAY GNOFREY TO ATTEMPT TO RESOLVE THF ALLEGATION

BY T E POwELLS THAT HE INTR U ED THE UMSUB TO THEM IN TYF

BARNY) INEMTIFY anp IwTsﬁszw HIS RELATIVES, ASSORTATES,
INCLURTYG AY "SOUNTRY MY yESTERN SINGER™ ASSOCIATES,

" PARTICULARLY nFTER“fuM: IF GODFREY SVER KNOWM TO aSS0CTATE
WITH A RALPH AvY ATTEHPT T0 IDENTIFY AND INTERVIFW RALPH.
UFRIFY GONFREY'S PRESENCE IN ATLANTA AT TIMF OF ALLEGED
METTING., R0 STATED GODFREY'S ATTORNEY SHOWLD NOT BF
00°TARTED AT THIS TIME, |

(0 ATLANTA INTERVTEW JanXIE POWELL, 4163 CaMBY qu", nEeATyR,

LD

GEORGTA, WIFE OF CLAUDE POWELL, JR., FOR AMY yNOWLENGE

OF THIS INCTRENT, TNALUNING WHETHER CLAUSE POWSLL, JR., FUTR.

TOLD HER ABOUT THIS ALLEGED PAYMENT NFFER. | |
»ATLAMTA AND ZL PaSO SHOULD SHOw THE ARTIST'S FONREPTION

OF RALPH (L") 17 8 5PREAN TO ALL PERTINENT yITHESSES,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR
ATLANTA REIVTEZRVITy MOROTHY NaVIS RE REMTM3TRING

WHETHER HER HUS3a%D SVER TOLD HER OF ANYONE 0OMING INTO BaR

WITH LARGE AMOUYT OF MONEY, OR IF SHE HaS ANY wNOULEDGE OF e

- THTg INCINENT; 5HOy oY AN ATLANTA CITY MaP LOCATION OF PETE'S ?

BAR IM COYPARISAN TO wHERE JAMES EARL RAY HAD STAYED Iw

N v

ATLA TA. | . f : *
" THE 530 1S ANVISING THE USaS AT ATLANTA AND MEMPHIS
OF THE I"STITUTzdn OF THE IMVESTIGATION RE THE podeL,

ALLEGATTIM, CRN, HOWTYER, REQUTSTEDN THAT YOU DO NOT ’ " L

I5AS,  TF THT n5a:

=
u‘)
’J’)

NTSSEMTNATT ANY TNFNRMATION T0 THT
HAVE A 'Y QUESTINMS, ANVIST THEM TO CONTAGT THE GRD NIREAT,
FRD STATED THT F31 SHOULD ¥OT COMMENT TO ANY INQUIRTES

FROM THT “TYS MEDTA CONCEINING THIS INVESTIGATION AND anY SnoH
INQUTRITS SHOULD BE REFTRRED T) THF CRD, ' -

ATLA TA SHOULD SNORDINATE ALL ASPETS OF THIS
(IWUESTIGATIOY T0 RESOLVE THE POyELL ALLEGATION. HawiLE avy,

ASDITINMAL OF LOGICAL LEADS QEVELOPﬁﬂ AND TR ANY -

ij
<
et
(]
[93}
T
i

]

QUTSTION ARTSES RT COVERING ANY ADDITIONAL LEAD, PROMPTLY
fONTAST F31HQ. |

t

PROMPTLY COMDUST THIS'I“VE%TIGATIOM AND SUTEL

i

SU“mADY 0" A DPAILY BASIS UITIL THIS IMVE STICQT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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“PAGE FIVE

IS SOMPLETED, = HANOLE ANY LEADS OUT OF YOUS |
DIVISIOY BY TSLETYPE, HAUDLE PHRSUANT TO SESTINW.27,
WLUE 11, MANUAL OF INSTRUSTINNS, o
By * |

FBI AT aACx FOR QONE

HLF  THA"®S  CLR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




ATLANTA  (44-2386)
._‘:EL PASO (44-320)
. MEWPHIS (44~19s7>
"a«nxaserR_ c44ﬁssssg>

P

cIVIL RI&HTS BIVISIDM (“Rﬁ), u. Se DEPARTNE&T OF JUSTIV“
HAE REQUESTEﬁ FﬂLLGwI&G ADDITI&QAL INVESTIQ&T!D&”TG RESOLUE
THE ALLEGATIO% OF LEGK QQEM PQWELU ANE ”LAUDE PDWELL, JR.

‘ AILANTA AND EL PASQ SHﬂuLﬁ THOROUGKLY REVIEW THE _
’&I“T?RVIEWS OF THE POWELLS NQTI&G IHE BIFFEREﬁcﬁs Iy EACR GF
‘ r THEIR VERSIQ”S ARD REI&TERVIEW TRE PO&ELLS TG FURTHER
T;RESOLVE ALL DETAILa DF THIS. &LLEGEB WEETING N THT BAR.

BETERMIQE WHEN a¥D HOW WANY TIMES THEY YALX~« WITH EACH D?H?R

a ABDUT THIS ALLEGED MEETI”G SI%"E ITS oo CCURRE® BE. DETER%INEJ'
IFROM THEH How 1T ¢ A& BE VERIFIED THAT THEY WERE Iy ATLA&TA
/aT THE TI%E OF THE ALLEGED MEETI%G AN“ COND U”T ANY
rINDEPENﬂEMT IMVESTIGATIQﬂ TQZUERIFY THEY,WER“ QCTUALLY
w ATLA“TA AT THE TIME OF THE MEETIMG. HAVE EAPH OF THE
\( POWELLS PREPARE A DIAGRAM OF THE IwTERIOR OF PETE'S BAR,
I“CLUQIMG THE B@OTH WHERE EACH PARTICIPaﬂT OF THE ALLEGED

h AN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



L Hi R&Q &ﬁ? ?TPE GF hﬂ gSﬁEﬁT.\ EL PASG @&ﬁﬁ?lﬁ& GLAEQE

y

xﬁcstnaz ngssnazaa THE. uuzasar:r:zs rsnsom as swr wgarx
YOUR JANUAR? 28, 1976, T arfpx*‘ =
L EL Paso sHouLD SHoy ™ ARTIST*S CONCEPTION OF ‘ReLPH
(LAY (THE FINAL, 4S ngpga‘ BY Lzam QwEﬁ POWELL) TO CLAUDE |
/POWELL, JR., 18 o SPREAD OF Paorceaapas. FL PaSO SHOULD
ffaLso INTERVIEW CO-WORKERS OF CLAUDE POWELL, JRey TO. mzrsamxue'
IF HE HAS TALKEB ABOUT THIs
- 'rECORDS OF SCOTTISH zvﬂ FOR
‘fsy CLAUDE POVELL, JR. , |
L ATLAYTA SvaLD ASCERTAIN IR ANy nzconas ARE zm sxzsrra»z
|70 ESTABLISH IDENTITY OF hLL FOﬂMER EMPLOYEES OF PETE'S ByR
;aws INTERVIEW THEM. FOR ANY anwLEnas OF THIS :sc:ugnx AND -ffﬂ
*}arrznrr T0 IDENTIFY RALPH (LMD, ;f L e
ATLANTA® SHOULD ALSO Isswxxry AND. zxrwavxﬁw ALL |

xﬁowu FORMER CUSTOMERS. OF PETE‘ BAR NOTING THAT DIANE BRAHY,
WHO OPERATES "THE OFFICE" BAR, STATED A LOT OF THE CUSTOMERS .
CARE STILL Anauﬂs AND FREQUEMT HER BAR, "THE OFFICE." ;"“"

ALLEGVDvMEEles. RE—?HEPx

REEOR& ar ANY GHTQOING ”ALLS MADE

,('
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, FURTH FFDRTS 10 LﬁﬂATE g&ﬁ ;xrfavxsw
QITIE, A reansﬂ EN?LO?EEjQF/PET *S BaR, .xr»ﬁgczssaav; -
IF 1T can BE Aanausza, HAVE DIANE, BRADY OBSERVE nerr:z vwgaxnx
caarsnmzwx 1F SHE 1S IDEHTICAL wxra THE aarr:s FORNERLY zmyxevsﬁ
ﬁgwe*s BAR, SIVCE UNDERHILL aswxsa SHE EVER WORKED THERE,

ATLANTA l&ﬂﬂ!ﬂ.& sm«mum I%WESTIGATIQ& wm “THE BﬁGxSRG{yNQ;
’BF ARNQLD RAY Gﬁ‘)F‘REY 10 ATTEMPT TU RFSDLVE "THE ALLEGATIQ&
BY THE PﬁwELLS THAT HE I(‘éTRD’QUCEﬂ Tﬁﬁ HNSUB 10 -THEM I THE

e
i

‘isaa‘ rnz&rzrv AND 1§TERVIEw uls RELATIVES, gswarzatEs,
IWELUDIYG AYY "COUNTRY AND wsstzau SINGER" ASSOCIATES,
-v?narxcuLnnnv DETERMINE IF sacxazv SVER KROWN TO ASSOCIATE

,»/

hirn A RALPH. AND urrsmpr 10 I&ENTIFY AND INTERVIEY RALPH.

FEQIFY GODFREY’S” Pﬁgssch N ATLA%TA aT TINE sr ALLEGED

nzwrzxs. CRD STATED sanraxv*s Arronasv saegLn NOT BE
£ONTACTED AT, THIS TIME, 5

’

ATLANTA INTERVIEY ég”KIE_PQwELL, 4163 CaNBY LANE, nﬁcarua,
aﬁaxeza, WIFE OF CLQUDE PQHELL. JR., FOR ANY gNOYLEDGE h
gr THIS INCTT E&T, INCLUDING wHETHER cnauaa POVELL, JR., wvzq ,f_}
IﬂLB HER ABQUT razs ALLEGED PAYME@T aFan.-

= ATLANTA AND EL PASO SHOBLD saaw THE Aarzsr S roucrvrxon
'“*as RaLPH cxﬂu) 18 A SPREAD TG ALL PERTINFﬁT wxrnzssws. o
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Y EQVIS Rw RE%EMB?RI&G
ER GF a»vems GQMIMG :mrn SQR

: ,A"«?TAc ‘ . . ¢

&

TﬂE ERQ 1'5 ADVISIM TE’IE HS&S h'l' ATLANTA man MEHPHIS

- hLLzaatxan, CRD, HOWEVER, asagasrzn THAT YoUu DO NOT
Ka i£bxssgm1uATx ANY INFORWATION TO THE USAS, 1IF THE ySAS
HAV? AYY auasr:ams, Anvxsr THEM TO CONTACT THE CRD DIRECT. .
,j.’ CRD srarzn THE FBI SﬂﬂuLﬁ NOT COMMENT TO ANY INQUIRIES '3, 
FROM THE NEWS mzaxa cencs&uzns rnxs 1§VEﬁtlﬁaTIG“ AND ANy suca
- INQUIRIES SHOULD BE REFERRED T0 ruz eRD.,
’}é  ATLA®TA SHOULD COORDINATE ALL ASPECTS oF THIS |
1avzsfxaarxom T0 RESOLVE THE POuELL ALLEGATION, HANDLE ANY.
 ADDITIONAL 0BVIOYS AND LOGICAL Lxgas DEVELOPED AND IF ANY
'nwésr:on ARISES RE COVERING Any ASDIIIONAL LEAD, PROWPTLY
couracr FBIHQ. P
PROMPTLY sﬁﬂDUFT ruzs'xuvzsrxeatxow AND suTEL
summaav 0% A DATLY BASIS unrnL xﬂxs lwvzsrzaarxon

NS S

-
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o i

IS COMPLETED, HANDLE ANY LEADS OUT OF YOUR R

'DIVISION BY TELETYPE. HANDLE PURSUANT TO SECTIOY 27,

WLUME 11, MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS,

END ‘ SR :
FBI AT aCK FOR ONE B
o HLF  THAMKS  CLR | ¥ N e R
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£D-30% (REV. 1127-70) f (“ A . ) (‘ ;
y / o

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1/14/76

Date of transcription

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, 1105 Lakeshore Drive, Jones-
boro, Georgia, was contacted at his place of employment,
City of Atlanta Sewer Department, 360 Englewood Road, SE,
and advised that an interview was desired with him concern-
ing an allegation regarding his participation in a plot to
assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING. He was promptly advised
of his rights by Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON and
stated he understood his rights, but did not wish to sign
anything, however, would consent to be interviewed.
Thereafter, and promptly following this, he was inter-
viewed and furnished the following information:

He has been employed by the City of Atlanta in
the Sewer Department since 1949. He worked for approximately
eight years as a laborer, the last five years as a foreman
and all the time in between as a truck driver. He was
also a country and western singer for some time. Most of
his records were produced in 1967 or 1968. One of the
records under the Saber label was on one side ''Count me
out" and on the other side '"Try one on for size'. Another
record under the Columbia label was called ''Always room
for one more Fool like Me'".

When he was actually engaged as a country and
western singer he was tending bar part-time at a bar known
as Pete's Bar on Moreland Avenue. He also had a band and
sang with them at the same time.

He did not know anything about any assassination
plot of any kind. He never talked with anyone regarding
the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING before KING had been ass-
assinated. He did not make any arrangements with anyone
to have KING assassinated by CLAUDE and LEON POWELL. When
questioned about any well-dressed individuals frequentin%
Pete's Place GODFREY remembered a white male approximately
45 years of age with wavy hair, very clean-cut and very
well spoken being in Pete's Place numerous times. This
individual carried a walking stick in his right hand and
to the best of GODFREY's memory, this individual had
something wrong with his right leg.

1/13/76 Atlanta, Georgia AT 44-2386 ~
Interviewed on, at g File # -2} 83
SA BERNARD R. BERRY/ .
SA THOMAS J. WILSON :wy 1/13/76

by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the properiy of the FBl and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. '
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AT 44-2386

GODFREY could not remember the individual's name
but described him as approximately 5'11", 170-180 pounds,
of Latin descent. GODFREY further stated that this
individual could talk in two differsmt languages, one of
which he thought was "Méxican". He stated that this
individual had lots of money and was thought to be owner
of a number of bars in honky tonk places around Atlanta.
He thought that one of the bars that this individual
owned in 1967 was located at the corner of Hunter and
Bell Street in Atlanta., This individual was driving a
big black automobile,probably a Lincoln. He was reportedly
associated with the Venable Music Company in some manner,
GODFREY thought that it was possible that some individual
connected with Venable Music Company and this individual
were connected in numerous enterprises throughout the
city. GODFREY stated that PETE DAVIS would be able to
identify this individual. GODFREY further stated that
possibly DIANE (last name unknown) a former bartender at
Pete's Place may also be able to identify this individual,
DIANE also owns a bar known as "The Office" located on
Flat Shoals in Atlanta

GODFREY again denied having any conversation
with the POWELLS' or anyone else regarding the assassination
of MARTIN LUTHER KING prior to his actual assassination.
GODFREY advised he would be more than willing to take a
polygraph examination to clear the air.

The following description was obtained through
observation and interview:

Race White

Sex Male

Date of birth L ]

Place of birth Copperhfll], Tennessee
Height 6'3"

Weight 210

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AT 44-2386

Hair
Residence

Telephone
Military service

Arrest record

Greying

1105 Lakeshore Drive
Jonesboro, Georgia

477-5036

Served with the National
Guard, State of Beorgia
Number 24-77-30-31, honorable
discharge

None admittdd other than
drunk driving

GODFREY stated he had never been a member of the
Ku Klux Klan or any other radical organization.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




" 302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of franscription 1/14/76

JO PRESSLEY, Identification Division, Atlanta
Police Department, advised her department had owing
ds on a LEON OWEN POWELL, date of birth
{Iiggﬁ and a CLAUDE POWELL, JR. Ms, PRESSLEY
0

photostatic copies of the identification record for
both individuals which are attached hereto.

Ms. PRESSLEY was advised at the outset that any
information she furnished could be used in a court of law.

P £
s Cf
Interviewed on ]_D/76 at Atlanta; Georegia File # _AT 44=-2386 ’g x ¢
N '
\
by SA _THOMAS .J. WILSON :wy Date dictated 1/13/76
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBl. It is the property of the FBi and is loaned fo your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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- » ) ) »&m .
{ C |
BUREAU NO. 211 Aﬂ 2’ 2’ _ .
POWELL OWEN -
NAME > LEON RACE WHITE spx __fMAALE
ALIASES ‘ NATIONALITY U.S.A.
ADDRESS . 371 TERRY STREET S.E. CITY . ATLANTA STATE GEORGIE

OCCUPATION ___ SERVICE STATION ATTENDENT  puor oypr . GRESHAM PARK PHILLIPS 66: ?? GRESHAM RI
DEKALB CO., GA.

BIRTHPLACE ___ STBPHENS CO., CGA. _ DATE OF BIRTHE AGE 27
EDUCATION 1 guwp MEDIUM HEIGUT 6~0 _ WEIGHT 150
‘COMPLEXION ___RUDDY +BXOXR HAIR BLOND — EYES.__ OREY

SCARS & MARKS TT OF WOMAN IN GILASS RT. UBPER OUTER ARM

TT "HERES MINE - WHERES YOURS" & CHERRY LT, OUTER UPPER ARM

'spOUSE______LOIS POWELL ADDRESS SAME AS PRISONFX
. PARENT MO: HEPSIE POWELL ADDRESS 509 SPRING ST., TOCCOA, GEQRGI
,. — BRO: EDARD POVELL ADDRESS ' 963 WERY 0B ‘ s, d
 CRIME ___AM.C, DOCKET e |
) arrEsTEDIUN 2 8 1962 o picprs_ MOSS FROM GOURT HOUSE WARR. 1SSUED 02962

J AIL ENTRY 6-/7"1-27—‘1 Jarr=AMC=300=Civi]-h~29.42 _ »
. RELEASED FROM JAIL Z&WJ’Q s J«L%m —JUN 2 9 1962 B¥. o
pisposiTion 2%0%6 A \AL\.M]\’\ZL wrt\m& vetin 1667

' L.i...\.u.u,.wyj // [ Ao ‘/ S ﬂ. 9
LRI s AV 5 O Gt A2 X3/ I 7=

DATE ;fi— ;:;3' :;267 T/

//’
v(/V
RECEIVED AT BELLWOOD
RELEASED FROM BELLWOOD : .
< 12 N 29V 1o 15 |
FpC | . 1,194 I00 17 SN
N D L;L) /(’[/ T
SIGNATUR BN L2527 AL o ' e
lg]t naex
(-\‘ "\ 8 e
INFORMATION BY e 1?' SHATTLES FINGERPRINTED BYW \(U)vg.}ﬁ'l‘ JUN 20 1852
)J AR 2= :
nURhAU oF lDFNT"‘]CATlON ATL’\NTA POLI(,I —ULPAR[U]ENl A'ILAI\TA GA.
32-1-30 .
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ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT

BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Herbert T. Jenkins,

EE\LA) ':“‘\b;}'ﬁi i LB ’ | Chiefﬂ%ce q
d ‘g ) 19 Y |
. ’ By : d

211422

Captain 34 Charge

and FBI No. 220 012 B

The following is the record of APD No.

CONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND ARRESTED
OR CHRARGE DISPOSITION
FINGERPRINTS NUMBER RECEIVED
Provost Marshal Ieon Powell 8-26~55 Art, 86 No Disposition Availabl
Ft. fenning, Ga. #80L475 7_9_62p ©
PD, Atlanta, Ya, leon O, Powell - 6~28~62 Wife Beating Withdrawn  7-6-62
#211)22 :
PD, Atlanta, Ga. ;L‘eorih Owen Powell 6-29-62 | Abandonment Wi thdrawn g .
. 211,22

FURIIRIID

, . ;\‘\
(ESR TR .
e 'y R i T PN VISP FOM

DATE

5
Wpresents notations unsupported by Singerprints z
NOTICE: This record is furnished for official use only

/ORM 32-1-27
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&PHOTOGRAPHED BYN
R OFLC PREVY ARM Pob& le o s rtoo 16 ]

1,

i ATLANTA, GEORGIA

T T ‘7,
) [
S — b SS#  UNKNOWN
BUREAU NO. ..k-/&,, Q. ‘?99., I
NAME FOWELS, CLauDL  JR. RACE L sex .M
ALVAsCs . JOWELL, J.R. e NATION ALTY oo
( N A TT“, ‘,‘,\ nall Lius
AopRESS. . HE03 CAMBY LANE  S.W, _  jry_ DECATI, “on.

SYLF EM PU)Y"D

OCCUPATION DRY WALL FINISHE EMPLOYER .___ 2=

BIRTHPL ACE STEVINS CO. GA. DATE OF alnralj ace 18

EDUCATION 5 BUILD MED. HEIGHT 602 weiont 171

RUD (SLENBDRE-ZSvMEDIUM-STOUT) \ "
COMPL EXION HAIR HAIR TYPE STRAIGHT

(FA‘R-DARK-RUDDY-FRECKLED-ETC-) . (RECEDING-BALD-CURLEY-KINKY-PROCESSED-ETC.)
Eves_  BEU _EYE DEFECT _ (DESCRIBE) . NONE MUSTACH-BEARD-GOATEE __NONE
TEETH NRMAL NOSE NORMAT,
(FALSE-PROTRUDING-BROKEN-MISSING-DECAYED-GOLDCAP) (HOOKED-PUG-CROOKED.LONG-BROAD-ETC.)

MARK S TT:DRAGON-LUCY-MY WIFE IS SO DEAR TO ME+,..LEFT ARM i

{TATTOOS-MOLES-WARTS-DIMPLES-BIRTHMARIS-ETC.-DESCRIBE LOCATION)
VISIBLE SCARS-(DESCRIBE) NONE VISIBLE
) (CUT-BURN-ETC.-DESCRIBE & LOCATION ON BODY)
AMPUTATIONS & DEFORMITiEs ___ NOME . - -
MISC. CHARACTERISTICS RIGHT HANDED

{(LEFTHANDED-HARE LIP-PIERCED EARLOBES-ETC.}
SPEECH NORMAT, GAIT NORMAL
{SOFT-LOUD-RAPID-FOREIGN-VULGAR-LISPS.STUTTERS-MUMBLES-ETC.) (FAST-SLOW-SHUFFLES-LIMPS)

CLOTHING TYPE - (SPORT-BUSINESS-WORK-ETC.) SPORT

1.1 . - r
spouse__ YACKIE PO'BLL ADDRESS SAME AS P
PARENTS MO: HEPSIE POWELL ADDRESS TOCCOA, GA. -
RELATIVEs __B0: LEON POVELL - ADDRESS ._?? MEADOW TANE, DECATR,GA. .
crime _ INDECENT EXPOSIRE 2. DRUNK DOCKET %éﬁﬁ]éﬁ B

o

ARRESTED 082573 oFFiCERs 1L CROWDER WARR.ISS.
JAIL ENTRY

RELEASE FROM JAIL

ﬁ!l\’l%l‘

FRT ﬁ{w{é&ﬂv—

D@LE/"_’_’ 2 by \?I-
REC’D AT BELLWOOD L

RELEASED FROM e . ™

b (,\ = T TRY
SIGNATURE . _ - () rey . . . &\%
INFORMATION BY _M_}TW .ér’\“\f PRINTED BY _ N\ B ié/

‘Jt')‘(? . _DATE O8?5H\

ST WL z/c'o.ay%‘( I18 1 01 15

!
IDENTIFICATION SECTION - ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT

RIGHT INDEX PRINT

' i
\3;-1.3—\ REVISED

s
o
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BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION

ATLANTA. GEORGIA

ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT

o TEN

Herbert T. Jenkins,

T}Le Sollowing is the record of APD No.

Captain in Charge

and FBI No.___ 212 9L6 A

CONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND

Chief of Police
By
23195
L&
ARRESTED
. OR ' CHARGE
RECEIVED

FINGERPRINTS NUMBER

DISPOSITION

Mecklenburg Co. Pol,| Claude Powell, Jr,

Charlotte, N. C. 4,822
B, of I, Pr, Div, Claude Powell, Jr.
Raleigh, N. C. #9663
PD Atlanta,Ga Claude Powell Jr
#231799

PD, Atlanta, Ga. Claude Powell
#231799

£-10~-4L9 Armed Robb,

5-24-49 Robb, -

—_ Drunk

6-28-65 B8llowing Intox.
Person to Drive (2)| 56127- Ct 1- $100

8-25-73 | Indecent Exposure

5-10 Yrs, S, Pen

5-10 Yrs,
}}-23-52 Paroled
3-28-5ly Disch, Per Exp.

and 8 mos; 56128 Ct 2
$25 and L mos cone w/
56127 6~28-65

$25 or 13 das
8-27-73

$25 or 13 das.
8-27-73

P

‘ * Represents notatinns unsupported by fingerprints _
record 1s furnished for ofjicial wse only

NOTICE: This

FORM 32-1-27

s

2

o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

o
Date of transcription 1“03‘76

Mrs. HEPSIE POWELL was interviewed at her residence,
Anderson Terrace Road, telephone 404-886-4754, by SAs JIMNMIE
D, BURRIS and DAVID &, PHILLIPS who 1dent1f1ed themselves as
Special Agents of the ¥BI.

lirs. PCWELL was informed by SA BURRIS of the nature
of the inquiry and thereafter freely and voluntarily advised
as follows:

Mrs, POWELL, who is 85 years of age, stated that
she is the mother of CLAUDE PCWELL, JR. and LEON POWELL, She
stated that at no time had her oonﬁ ever mentioned to her
anything regarding being approached by anyone to make a lot
of noney,

Mrs, POWELL advised that she felt sure thnat she
would know of the incident if it had happened to her sons, as
in her opinion, they wpuld have told her,

Mrs, PCWELL could offer nothing further regarding
this matter.

Mrs., PCWELL was advised at the outset by SA BURRIS
that any information she furnished could be used in a o urt of
law, Bhe declined to furnish a signed statement.

1-19-76 « Toccoa, Georgia rile #_4tlanta 44-2386

236¢

Interviewed on

A DAVID E, PHILLIPS
N SA JIMMIE D, BURRIS :dd_ pate dictated 1-22-76

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) 7 ) f)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

_-23 76
Date of transcription 1-23-76

HUBERT POWELL, Elack lMountain Road, telephone 404-
886-4754, was interviewed by 5S4 JIMMIE D, BURRIS who identified
himself to him as a Special fgent of the FBI.

HUBERT PCWELL was informed by SA BURRIS of the nature
of the inquiry and thereafter freely and voluntarily advised
as follows:

e advised that he is the colder brother of LECN
POWELL and CLAUDD PCWELL, JR, Ie stated that approximately
one to two weeks ago, exact date unrccalled, WENDELL POWELL,
another brother who resides in Belmont, North Carcliua,
telephoned him and told him that FBI agents had been to talk
with him about LECIH and CLAUDE.

He also stated that shortly after his talk with
WEIDELL, IECH telcphoned him and, in his opinion, was in a
drunken condition, He advised that LECH told him the FBI
weculd probably be by to see him and LECH then added that
several years ago, he (LECH) and CLAUDE were in a club in
Atlanta when an unknown male individual asked anyone in the
club if they were interested in making a lot of money., CLAUDE .
told the unknown person that he was interested,

According to IHUBERT POWELL, LECH tcld him that some
time later on this unknown person came back into the club with
a briefcase and that he (LECH) and CLAUDE knew this person meant
business, LEON told HUEERT that CLAUDE, at that time, told
this person that they were not interested,

HUBERT PCWELL stated that he could not recall any
other details about the tclephone call with LECH, however, he
definitely knew that LECN nor CLLUDE had ever mentioned this
story to him before,

HUBERT PCWELL added that LEON and CLAUDE both liked
to drink and talk a lot while drinking,

ierviewed on  L=22=78 . Toccoa, Georgia e 4 htlanta 44-2386
2 36
* nl > (5]
by A JIMMIE D, BURRIS:dd Dote ditated 1 =22=76
This. document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are noi to be distributed outside your agency.
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