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'FEDERAL '~UREAU OF INV~..3TIGATION 
--·----

RE"PO"IT1 NG OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN OATE IN Y ESTI GA Tl YE PERIOO 

ATLANTA MEMPHIS 2/3/76 1/4/76 - 1/29/ 
TiTLfO F CASE 

~-------
REPORT MADE BY 

MURKIN 

REFERENCES: 

SA THOMAS J. WILSON 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

' , 

·~ ·-··~----

Atlanta teletype to the Bureau, 1/5/76, and 
Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 1/6/76. 

- p -

' 

:·EXPEDITE 
ADMINISTRATIVE: 

----

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, 1105 Lakeshore Drive, Jonesboro, 
Georgia, te·lephone 477-5036, was telephonically contacted on 
1/16/76, and requested to submit to a polygraph examination at 
which time he stated 11 I 1m innocent, I don 1 t want to talk to the 
FBI any further 11

• · 

GODFREY stated if the FBI is interested in pursuing 
this matter any further, he will not talk unless the FBI contacts 
his attorney JACK V. DORSEY, 934-8921, or 633-9607. 
- ---- -------~----~----· -- •--•r•• - - ·--·-·-----~~ . ~--. - I --~---~---·· 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED OCl.~~~~--- ACQUIT· CASE HAS --~- BEEN: 
PRETR1 AL 

FUG. FINES SAYINGS RECOVERIES TALS DIVERSION ·- PENDING OYER ONE YEAR 

PEN 01 NG PROSE CU TlON 

0 YER SIX MONTHS 

-

--~-~--. 

CJYES 

DYES 

APP RO YEO 
SPECIAL AGENT 

IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

Agency 

2 - Bureau (44-38861) 
2 - El Paso (44-920) 

_k- Memphis (44-1987) 
(;/&Jtlanta (44-2386) 

Nototion,r, 
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AT 44-2386 

On l/19/76, LEON OWEN POWELL, 2786 Alston Drive, 
Apartment 9, Decatur, Geogia, telephonically contacted the 
Atlanta Office of the FBI, advising he was sick and desired 
to postpone his polygr~ examination until the week of 
1/26 - 30/76. · 

On 1/29/76, LEON OWEN POWELL voluntarily appeared 
at the Atlanta Office of the FBI to submit to a polygraph 
examination. POWELL was advised of his rights by SA JOHN B. 
REYNOLDS as shown on a warning and waiver of rights fonn, which 
he signed after reading. POWELL also executed a consent or 
waiver to take a polygraph examination fonn. 

On l/A9/76, at 7:45 PM, LEON OWEN POWELL, after 
executing FD-328 (Polygraph Consent Form), was afforded a · 
polygraph examination in the Atlanta Office of the FBI. 
Assisting in the collateral interview was SA AUGUST W. BULFER. 
POWELL, during pre-polygraph interview, substantially furnished 
the same information as in previous interviews with the excep­
tion to information concerning money offered by GODFREY. 
POWELL, according to his recollection, stated GODFREY never 
mentioned the amount of money to be paid, but indicated he 
stated he was looking for someone who was interested in making 
"big money". Also, GODFREY indicated "big money" would be 
paid for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL previously 
stated GODFREY made the statement $50,000 was to be paid. 
However, when going over the polygraph questions to be asked 
him, he requested that the amount be deleted from the question 
and the words 11 big money 11 be substituted for $50,000·. According 
to POWELL, the conversation with GODFREY came about while they 
were sitting in Pete 1 s Bar during the fall of 1967, and the 
conversation was concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING's activities at 
which time someone stated KING should be killed and POWELL's 
brother, CLAUDE POWELL, made a statement to the effect that he 
would kill him for the right amount of money. POWELL advised a 
couple of days after the initial conversation with GODFREY while 
they were in Pete 1 s Bar, a white male entered the bar inquiring 
about the POWELLS. After locating them, he stated he came to 
talk to them concerning a matter that had previously been 
discussed, after they acknowledged in the affirmative that they 
knew why he was there. The white male, whom POWELL identified 
as RALPH, then asked if they were ready to go through with it . 

. _ B -
COVER PAGE 
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AT 44-2386 

POWELL stated this white male never mentioned the killing of 
KING or discussed how the killing would take place, but only 
displayed a small briefcase which contained a large amount of 
money. One question of the polygraph examination was 11 Did 
RALPH say he had $25,000 in the briefcase? 11

• However, POWELL 
stated RALPH never indicated the exact amount, only stating he 
had '' twenty--five 11

• POWELL, when _questioned as to whether he 
meant $2,500 or $25,000, stated RALPH never did state the 
amount but he realized that that much money in that size brief­
case would have to be at least $25,000. RALPH also made the 
statement that there would be "fifty more 11 when MARTIN LUTHER 

.KING, JR., was buried. However, when he questioned them as to 
whether or not they would go through with it, CLAUDE POWELL 
-stated they would have to think about it, at which time RALPH 
departed the bar stating if they had not made up their minds 
by that time, he could not do business with them. 

POWELL was afforded four separate examinations, 
the first being a card test where POWELL viewedthree different 
cards of different colors but was advised to deliberately lie 
to the color of two of these cards. It was noted the results 
of this examination indicated no significant reaction to these 
questions and this 1est was inconclusive. 

Examinations two, three, and four, all containing 
relevant, irrelevant and control questions, the releYant questions 
concerning statements made by GODFREY and contact by RALPH, were 
also inconclusive, in that POWELL did not react significantly 
to any one of these questions. POWELL did react to two questions 
concerning GODFREY, particularly the questions, 11 Did GODFREY 
ever ask you if you were interested in making big money? 11

, and 
11 Did GODFREY tell you the big money was to kill MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR.? 11

• The reaction indicated on the chart was not signi­
ficantly strong enough to draw a conclusion as to deception and it 
is possible this reaction could be attributable to POWELL 1 s 
changing his story from the original interview of GODFREY making 
the statement concerning $50,000 to now stating 11 big money 11

• 

During the polygraph examination, POWELL appeared 
to have difficulty breathing and the upper pneumograph had to be 
continually adjusted by the examiner. POWELL did not appear 
overly nervous, did not display any outward sign of emotion, but 
did state all during the polygraph that he was very nervous con­
cerning this whole matter and that he had a hard time breathing 

- C -
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AT 44-2386 

properly, particularly as the polygraph examination progressed. 
When questioned concerning responses indicated on the chart, 
POWELL would only state that he was tellng the truth. and that 
he told all he knew and could recall concerning this incident. 
POWELL indicated he had a high school equivalency degree. 
however, he appeared to be of limit!d intelligence and appeared 
to be much older than forty years of age. During questioning. 
he admitted to doing a lot of beer drinking, however, denied 
drinking anything during the day of the examination. 

A review of these charts reflects that POWELL 
responded generally in the same manner to all questions asked 
with no significant response to any individual question whereby 
a conclusion could be drawn as to his being truthful or 
untruthful. Therefore, these polygraph examinations were 
detennined to be inconclusive. 

On 1/19/76, at 8:15 PM, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., was 
afforded a polygraph examination by SA LOREN K. LEE, of the 
San Antonio Division of the FBI, who was unassisted in the 
collateral interview. 

POWELL' s "yes" re~nses to questions, ·11 Did some­
one offer you and LEON $50,000 to ki 11 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR?", 
and "Did someone ask you to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?", were 
less than responses to control question, indicating POWELL is 
truthtelling in stating someone did, in fact, offer him and his 
brother $50,000 to k i 11 MARTIN LUTHER KI NG, JR. POWELL I s II no 11 

response to question, 11 D0 you know who asked you and LEON to 
ki 11 MARTIN LUTHER KI NG, JR.? 11 and his react i ans fa 11 owing the 
answer indicate a possible knowledge regarding the unidentified 
person mentioned in the above questions . 

. POWELL was left with the impression that results of 
the polygraph examination were unclear and that the strong 
possibility exi!ted wherein the FBI would request an addi ti-ona 1 
test in the innediate future. Results of the test were not dis­
cussed in any way with POWELL nor was interrogation effected. 

LEADS: 

ATLANTA DIVISION 

- D -
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AT 44-2386 

AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 

Will recontact LEON OWEN POWELL and display to 
him revised artist's conception and ascertain if identical 
with RALPH (Last Name Unknown). 

- E* -
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Copy to: 

Report of: 

Datt:: 

·------·· 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA THOMAS J. WILSON 
FEBRUARY 3, 1976 

omce:, ATLANTA 

Fkld Office: Fil•#: 44-2386 Bvre:au File#, 44-38861 

Tille:: 

Garac:tt:r: 

Spopsis, 

MURKIN 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

On 1/4/76, LEON OWEN POWELL interviewed and 
advised in late October or early November, 1967, he and his 
brother, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., were approached by a mutual 
friend, RAY GODFREY, regarding the ass~ssination of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. A week after this initial meeting, an 
individual named RALPH (LNU), contacted he and his brother 
and advised them he would pay $75,000 to assassinate 
MARTIN LUTHER KING,.JR. The POWELLS turned the offer down 
and have not seen RALPH (LNU) since then. CLAUDE POWELL, JR., 
interviewed at Midland, Texas, and furnished same information. 
RAY GODFREY located and interviewed and stated he never talked 
to POWELL brothers about murdering MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
and furthermore, has no knowledge of any individual named 
RALPH. Other relatives of POWELLS contacted and advised both 
LEON and.CLAUDE POWELL are hard drinkers and question veracity 
of statements. 

- p -

DETAILS: 

Thi• document contains neither re,;ommcnd"tion• nor condu,ion• or the FBI. It ;, !he J>roptrty or the FBI and i• loaned to your agency; it and it1 contcnu 
arc not to be d iot ributed outoidc your agency. 
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fD-302 (R_EY·. I 1-27,70) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Opie of tronicrlplion_..;;1~/--7..,,./....;;.7....;;.6 __ _ 

LEON OWEN PllWELL, a white male, 3841 Austin 
Drive, Decatur, Georgia, telephone 289-1545 was advised 
of the identities of the interviewing agents and 
requested to furnish information that he possessed 
concerning the OlUrder of MARTIN LU'fflER KING, JR. 

POWEU. was advised of his rights by 
SA AUGUST w. BULFER as shown on a ··bandwr~tn·en watniug and waiver 
of rights £om. which POWELL executed after reading. 
POWEll declined to furnish a signed statement, howev0r 
voluntarily furnished the following information • 

. During late October or early November, 1967, 
exact data unknown, during the late aftemoon hours 
he and his brother CLAUDE POWELL,MJR., who uses the 
alias SHOTGUN POWELL, a white male who is currently 
located at the Scottish Inn, T0011. number tmknown, at 
Midland• Texas. employaitlt mknown, were having a 
drink in Pete•s Bar at Moreland and Confederate 
Avenue in Atlanta, Georgia. 

He and his brother were approached by 
a mutual friendt RAY GODFREY a white male, approximately 
40 years old. 6 l'' tall, 220 pounds, auburn ha:lr, country 
and western singer, employed with the Atlanta Sanitation 
Department, who asked if he and his brother would 
be interested in making $50,000. . 

. .. 

During the conversation with GODFREY it was 
determined that GODFREY could and would put them in 
contact with an individual who would pay them to 
murder MARTIN LUTHER KIN&. JR. He and his brother 
expressed interest in the contract to murder KING 
at which time the conversation with GODFREY was 
terminated and GODFREY told them that they 
would be contacted conceming the murder contract of 
KING in the near future. 

lnlervlewed on_...,;1:;;ca/'--4-"/--'7--'6 ____ 0!_, D_e_e"'-a'-t_ur__.,c........G_e_o_r~g,_i_a ____ File #Atlanta 44-2386 

SAs THOMAS J. WILSON and 
by __ -----"A=U"'-=G=U=S:..=T;.....:.;:W-=•-=BlJLF="--'E=R""--__./bw-'--"---------Dole dlc!oled __ l.._/__.7 /,_7_6 _____ _ 

Thi, docu rn e nt conloin• ne ilhe, re ,c rn rn e ~de tion< nor ,o ncl u, ion I of the F Bl. II is !he property of the FBI and Is loo ned lo your ogency; 

ii a"'f n, <on!<lnls are not lo be di,!ribuled ouhide your 09ency. 
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AT 44-2386 
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Approximately one week after the meeting 
with GODFREY the· POWELL brothers were again drinking 
in Pete's Bar, exact date unknown, at approximately 
4 or 5 PN i·.rhen they were approached by an individual 
named RALPH (Last Name Unknown), a white male, 
heavy set, 6'111 to 6'2", no accent, well groomed, 
1.atr 1'.i'."'!' ··".:, ':·,r·1 l spol!:.eT', who he described as a 
'L.1s:.y.- ~ •:/p•::: ··-', B:ALPU (LNU) who was in possession 

of a briefcase approached him and his brother, 
put his briefcase on the table, and said,. ."I guess_ 
you know why I'm here". He and his brother nodded 
their heads in assent at which time RALPH opened his 
briefcase displaying what he said was $25,.000 
and he then said, "If you decide to take the job 
ther~s $50,000 more when it's completed". SHOTGUN 
POWELL replied to RALPH that he and his brother needed. 
,time to think it over, at which time RALPH (I.NU) stated, 
"If your mind is not made up now I can't do business 
with you11

• RALPH (LNU) then stood up and tnothing 
else was said. RALPH (LNU) closed his briefcase 
and left. · 

POWELL stated that neiSher he nor 
his brother observed how RALPH (LNU) came or left 
the bar and they have not seen RALPH (I.NU) since 
that date. 

During the short conversation with RALPH 
he never adllally said that the money being offered 
to them was to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

He has not had any type of contact 
with RAY GODFREY in avproximately seven years and 
does not know GODFREY s current location. 

The only other individuals aware- of he and 
his brother's meeting with RALPH (LNU) are his former 
wife,. ANNIE LOIS COMPOS, a white female, 4120 Glenwood 
Road, /plrtment A, Atlanta, and PETE DAVIS, a white 
male, owner of the bar where he and his brother 
talked with RALPH (LNU). 

- 3 -
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AT 44-2386 
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· . ...._... 

The bar where he and his brother met 
RALPH (I.NU) burned down several years ago and he 
believes that PETE DAVIS is currently manager for 
Shrimp Boatsrestaurants with headquarters in Macon, 
Georgia. DAVIS also could possibly be contacted 
through HERBERT DAVIS who lives on Flat Shoals 
Road in Atlanta, Georgia and used to own the Atlanta 
Technical School. 

His form.er wife has no first hand lalowledge 
of the matter. She is aware of the facts as he. 
described them to her. 

. PETE DAVIS actually ob.served RALPH (I.NU) 
enter and exit his bar but DAVIS never entered 
the conversation between RALPH (LNU) and themselves. 

Neither he nor his brother were involved 
in the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., because 
the whole situation as he described above "scared us". 
th . 

He is willing to take a polygraph in 
this matter. 

He has waited nine years to contact 
the FBI regarding this matter because he recently 
observed a dpcumentary on television which disturbed 
his conscience and he felt he had to furnish this 
infonru;1tion to the FBI. 

POWELL stated the reason he believes he and 
his brother were contacted by GODFREY is because his 
brother, SHOJGUN POWELL served five years for . 
armed robbery and during the period of time arotmd 1967 
his brother ha.d a reputation for being an expert 
with a shotgun. POWELL stated his brother constantly 
carried a shotgun because ''He has an inferior complex". 

----·--- ----· --- ---

' 
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POWEU. advised he does not know JAMES 
EARL RAY and has no other information concerning ttte 
murder of MARTIN ummR KING, JR. 

He believes that his brother will 
cooperate in discussing this natter with the FBI and · 
he does not know if GODFREY would be willing to discuss 
his knowledge of what transacted between them in 1967. 

The following description of LEON OWEN 
POWELL was obtained through observation and interview: 

lace 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Bair 
Eyes 
Build 
Complexion 
Tattoos, marks and 

scars 

Education 

Employment 

Residence 

·- 5 -

White 
~le 
Stephens 
6' 
.142 
Blond 
Brown 

"Medium 
Light 

County, Georgia 

Tattoo on right arm near 
shoulder of a lady in a 
champagne cglass. The 
words Betty and True Love 
,tattooed on left foreanno 
On left arm :bbicep is 
tattoo of a cherry with words 
'here's mine where's yours' 
High School, Toccoa, 
Georgia --
Self-employed as drywall 
installer, currently 
unemployed 
Living with son DAVID POWELL 
age 18 and wife BRENDA at 
3841 Austin Drive, Decatur, 
Georgia. His son DAVID will 
always know his whereabouts. 
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AT 44•2386 
5 -

'_.,,·-

Milit{lrY Service 

Marital Status 
Other Home Address 

- 6 -

U.S. Army, 1952-1955, 
service n1.DILber RA14478523, 

-Ranger Instructor, discharged 
as Private for going Absent 
Without Official Leave (AWOL) 
Divorced 
Route 2, Toccoa, Georgia 
telephone 886-3254 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST\GAT'tdN 

Daw __ l~/_1~5/~7_6 ___ _ 

1 

CLAUDE POWELL, JR., was located at the Scottish 
Inn-Motel, Interstate Highway 20 at Holiday Hill Road, 
Room 211. POWELL was advised of the identities of the 
interviewing Agents and at the outset of the interview, 
was asked if he had been in contact with any member of 
his family or in particular, his brother, LEON POWELL. 
POWELL denied being in contact with any member of his 
family, including LEON POWELL, since his departure from 
Atlanta, Georgia, on December 31, 1975. He was then 
interviewed as follows: 

POWELL was asked if he had ever been offered 
a large sum of money to commit a murder, and he immediately 
volunteered that he had been offered $25,000 shortly be­
fore the actual , assassinc:t:icn of MARTIN LUTHER KING to 
murder MARTIN LUTHER KING. He recalled the circumstances 
of that offer as follows: 

Approximately three to four weeks prior to the 
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, he and his brother, LEON 
POWELL, were seated in a booth in Pete's Bar on Moreland 
Avenue in Atlanta, Georgia. A friend of his brother, RAY 
GODFREY, a musician and Atlanta City employee, joined them 
at their booth and engaged in conversati.on with LEON. He 
paid no particular attention to what LEON and RAY were 
talking about. GODFREY left the booth, and, in approximately 
10 to 15 minutes, an individual previously unknown to him, 
came to their booth and seated himself opposite from LEON 
and him. 

As this unknown person sat down, he placed an 
expensive-looking black brief case on the table. He described 
the unknown person as being a white male, approximately 5 1 8 11 

in height, medium build, approximately 150 pounds, 
approximately 30 years of age. POWELL explained that the 
unknown person appeared to him to be out of place in such 
an establishment as Pete's Bar, in view of his dress, 
which did not fit into the crowd that frequented Pete's Bar. 

at __ M_i_d_l_a_n_d_,_T_e_x_a_s _____ File # _E_P __ 4_4_-_9_2_0 _____ _ 
On-------

1/8/76 

SA GERALD D. GALBREATH 
by __ s_A_F_RAN __ z_w_. _N_E_N_ZE_L __ F_WN __ : p_m ______ Date d ictalcd __ 1.::..../_1_4-"---/_7_6 ___ _ 

Th
. d ·l contnins neither rccomincndnlions nor conclusions of the FD1. 11 i.i lhe property of tlu- Fnl 1mri is lonned to 
1s ocumcn d" "but d t "d "' nc" your agency; it und its contl•nt,, uro not to be islr1 c ou s, c your 1..,.e ~. 
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The unknown person impressed him as being a well educated 
person, who appeared to be a professional type such as a 
lawyer. 1-Ie said the unknown person was clean cut, and 
very calm and-cool in his manner. He stated the unknown 
person may have introduced himself, but he does not 
recall any names. The unknown person asked LEON and him 
·if they wanted to pull a job. He does not known the 
exact wording, but he questioned the unknown person 
concerning the nature of the job, and how much money it 
paid. The unknown person told him and LEON that he wanted 
them to do away with someone and when POWELL questioned 
the unknown person further, he was told that it was 
someone important. The unknown person t~en told him and 
LEON that he wanted them to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, and would 
pay them $25,000 now and $25,000 when the job was done. 
The unknO\-:n person then opened his brief case which was 
full of wrapi1ed currency; some of the bills he noticed were 
in $100 denominations. He stated that he was shocked by 
the statements of the unknown person, and initially assumed 
that it was some sort of prank or possibly a law enforcement 
officer trying to trick him. After the unknown person 
made the offer, · he ignored any further conversation, 
whereupon the unknown person closed his.brief case and 
departed. 

He-has dever had any further contact, nor did he 
ever ascertain the identity of the unknown person, or 
means or reason for the offered payment to kill MARTIN 
LUTHER KING. He related that he had gained the bad reputation 
of being a hoodlum because of his past prison record, 
participation in several fights, and habit of carrying a 
shotgur:. in his vehicle, which he frequently loaned to 
the bartender at Pete's Bar whenever trouble occurred. 
He denied ever receiving such an offer prior to this 
incident, and further denied affiliation with any group 
which advocated racial hatred. He admitted that he had made 
statements while drunk to the effect that he had no aversion 
to killing blacks, although he had never seriously considered 
doing so. 

l 

POWELL stated he was shocked and dismayed to 
learn, approximately three to four weeks later, that MARTIN 
LUTHER KING had been murdered. He advised that he did not 

- 8 ... 
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BP 44-920 
3 

go to any law enforcement officers, and tell them of the 
above contact with the unknown person, because he felt 
he might become a suspect in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING. 

POWELL was then requested to assist the FBI 
by providing an artist conception of the unknown person 
who contacted him at Pete's Bar by the use of a facial 
identification catalogue. It was explained to POWELL 
that a sketch would be made from a combination of 
features that he selected from photographs displayed in 
the catalogue. Each category in the catalogue was 
thoroughly explained and photographs in these categories 
were shown to POWELL. POWELL then stated that he would 
be unable to assist in this reg~rd because he had only 
talked with the unknown person for approximately five 
minutes, and that he would not recognize him even if he was 
brought into his motel room at that moment. 

The following descriptive data was obtained 
through interview and observation: 

Name 
Alias 

Sex 
Race 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair· 
Eyes 
Education 
Employment 
Occupation 

Parent 

Brothers 

- 9 -

·--~· _ .. -~~UDE POt~LL, JR. 
Junior Powell 
,Shotgun Powell 
Male 
White 

Stephens County, Georgi 
6'2 
170 
Gray-Black 
Blue 
Finished 4th grade 
Self employed 
Carpenter and dry wall 
finisher 
HEPSIE POWELL, 
Route 3, Toccoa, Georgi, 
LEON POWELL, 
Atlanta, Georgia 
HUBERT POWELL 
Route 3, Toccoa, Georgi, 
WENDELL POWELL, 
Belmont, North Carolina 
(address unknown) 
EDWARD POWELL, 
Shamdon, Georgia 
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EP 44-920 
4 -

Sister 

Wife 

Permanent address 
Tattoos 

10 -

FLORIS BRYSON 
Franklin, North Carolina 
(address unknown} 
JACKIE POWELL, 
unemployed, 4163 Camby Lane, 
no telephone, .Decatur. Georgia 
Same as wife 
Dragon, left biceo: "LUCY, 

,my wife is so dear to me 1
, 

left forearm, "LOIS" inside 
right forearm1 "Too sweet 
to· live,· to mean to die". 
across chest1 "BONNIE" upper 
right shoulder; ''BETTya, upper 
left shoulder 
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AT 44-2386 
TJW:wy 
1 

The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON at Atlanta, Georgia: 

On January 7, 1976, the Atlanta City Directory 
Haines city Directory, and Greater Atlanta Southern Bell 
Telephone Directory for the years 1967 and 1968 were 
reviewed with negative results regarding and establish­
ment on Moreland Avenue named Pete's Place or any similar 
name. 

SHIRLEY LANE, bartender, Driftwood Lounge, 
1575 Moreland Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia, advised that 
approximately seven or eight years ago an individual 
named PETE DAVIS did in fact own and operate a bar in the 
last block of Moreland Avenue. She has heard that PETE 
DAVIS has since passed away. Ms. LANE advised PETE's wife, 
DOROTHY DAVIS, could possibly be located at telephone 
number 957-2626. She stated she has been a frequent 
visitor to the lounge known as Pete's Place and that is 
the reason why she is so familiar with PETE and DOROTHY 
DAVIS. 

- 11 -
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F0-302 (REV, 11-27-70) 

·.,___, 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF .. 

1 1/15/76 Dole of transcription, _______ _ 

DOROTHY DAVIS, telephone nwnber 957-2626, was 
contacted and advised that her husband, PETE DAVIS, did 
own and operate a bar on Moreland Avenue. This bar was 
at one time known-as Pete's Place. 

Her husband died from cancer in May, 1975. 

She is not familiar with the name RALPH (last 
name unknown), LEON or CLAUDE POWELL. She remembers her 
husband talked about RAY GODFREY, however, she has no 
idea how he could be located. 

She has no idea what became of the records 
concerning the operation of Pete's Place. 

At the outset, Mrs. DAVIS was advised of the 
identity of the interviewing agent, the nature of the inquiry, 
and that any information she furnished could be used in 
a court of law. She voluntarily furnished the above 
information: 

lnlervlowo1.t·7.-+/--,7-t=Grr---------01-~A~t--11--1a~ftA-tt,Wlt,t---FGe.-o""r""'g""'"i..,..a.------F110 '---i!A'"''f' ....... 4!-,4~==-2~3-io8!--jl,6i---

br---1-Sw~:i.-.. -''l'-l-'-lM-!E-'IQ-1'-'!PflhCl'\5.J-...-,.J,1-.=----~W'i+J-i-,L~S.f.QI-P!,._f -. 'W""fl'V"'----------- Dale dlctoled ___ l►7+'+1-"13,_,/..,'1~6.------

This document con loln• no llhe r ,..,u,mme ndotion• nor co nclvslons o ! th.o FBI. It Is the properly of lhe FBI and Ls loo ned lo your agency; 

II .and lh conlen!o ore not to be di, 1, lb vted o vlside y ovr og o ncy. 

- 12 -
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FD-302 (REV. l 1 •27-70) 0 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dore of tronscrlptlon __ l..:.,/'-l;....4._/.:..7.;:;.6 __ _ 

- . ~~ 

ANNIE LOIS CAMPOS was contacted at her residence 
and furnished the following information: , 

·,t 
. : , _ • .,_l , • 

She was unable to renember·_ariy incident where her 
husband told her he and his brother had been hired to assassinate 
any individual. Upon the suggestion of the interviewing Agents 
by nami ng MARTIN LUTHER KING , J JR. , as the_ victim , Mrs . CAMPOS 
imm,:,d i ate 1 y responded that sometime after. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. , 
was assassinated, her husband told her that an individual had·­
approached him in a bar, had shown him .a::'_~uitcase full of money· 
and suggested that he and his brother as.nssinate MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. When he told her about this ··1ncident, he was under 
:the influence of alcholic beverages; i)'(.fact, she stated her t .: 
husband was an al:oholic. Many times sh~·had to go _to the bar_ _ ·Jt 
on a Friday night and, physically remove her husband in order ;; , ··· 

· · that he would spend all of his paychesk ·lo the children would a;. · 

have some food. A lot of times when her>,pusband was drunk he 
talked about killing different individua'.ls. She assumed this 
• J ' r ~• ~ ' ' 

~ad a lot to do with when he was/(, --~~~\tY· rr·; '. ::'_~ltI 
Mrs. CAMPOS stated,. howev'e,1,1 that if her husband. ," ·"'" 

told her the same story while heawas sober, she would tend to ½)1 
- - ,. :~ 

. put some truth 1 n the i nc1 dent. t -n~ . t:,~·-t,:: /;~--· 

The foH
1

owing descrl
1
Jt10,/~, ANNIE LOIS CAMPOS .,,,. .:c'},,i~ 

was obtained through ~bservation ,,and_ ,~f}~rv1ew: :·J::( ,•::;·' 
Race , -· '(Wti¼ te ' 1

' 6,1 
Sex l /Fijna le ,,~, :: 
Date of' birth I~ I 'l::: -
Place of birth _ O!ller, Georgia 
Husband's name -Ot-E CAMPOS 

·tf~!i 
She had previously been married to LEON OWEN 

~DWELL from July, 1955, until 1975. ' _;, 
. ~ - :_ ' __ ,. 
~ ~I.~ 

. ;'Li 
;_·.·r:<t: .- .-_;-, 
• •• J 

' 

1/7/76 Atlanta, Georga Atlanta 44-2386 Interviewed on __________ ,_.ol _____________ File # _______ _ 

SA CHARLES~ CARROLL, JR., and 
by ___ s_A_THOMAS J. WILSON TJW:wy/cw , 1/13/76 Dole dldoted _________ _ 

This doc11menl contolns neither recom~e ndotion, nor conduslon1 of lho FBI. Ir Is the properly of the FBI ond ls looned tci your ogency: 

It ond ii$ con!enls ore no1 lo be dtstrib~led oYhide yoyr ogency. _ 13 _ .-
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AT 44-2386 
TJW:wy 
1 

The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON in Atlanta, Georgia. 

on January 7, 1976, Mrs. L. s. PENNINGTON, Direc­
tor of Personnel, City of Atlanta, was contacted and 
advised she had caused the city personnel records to be 
reviewed and could find no record of RAY GODFREY or RAYMOND 
GODFREY being employed or having ever been employed by 
the City of Atlanta. 

C. L. SNEED, Secretary, Musicians Union Number 
148, Atlanta, Georgia, advised he reviewed the union's 
records and could find no reference to a RAY o~ RAYMOND 
GODFREY. SNEED suggested that BOBBY JOHNSON, radio 
station WPLO be contacted regarding the names of any 
old time country and western singers~· 

- 14 -
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· ; AT 44-2386 
,,,. TJW:wy 

1 

--------··--·-··------·-··---·-

The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON at Atlanta, Georgia: 

On January 8, 1976, BOBBY JOHNSON, Country 
Music Section, radio station WPLO, Atlanta, Georgia, 
advised there had been a country and western singer 
by ~he name of RAY GODFREY in 1967 or 1968. This singer 
was handled locally by Lowery Husic Company, Atlanta, 
Georgia. BILL LOWERY at Lowery Music would probably 
have more information abot1t the whereabouts of RAY 
GODFREY. 

On January 8, 1975, MARY rALLENT, secretary 
to the president, Lowery Music Company, advied that 
back in 1967, Lowery Music had handled a country and 
western singer by the name of RAY GODFREY. GODFREY 
would at this time be a white male approximately 45 to 50 
years of age. In 1967 GODFREY worked for the Atlanta 
Water Company, telephone 422-1481. 

She had numerous dealings with RAY GODFREY 
and described him as a "very country fellow 11 and 
refused to believe that he could be.in any sort of trouble. 

COTTON CARRIER, song writer, Lowery Music 
Company, Atlanta, Georgia, was also contacted and advised 
that the last time he had talked to RAY GODFREY that RAY 
GODFREY was employed with the Atlanta Water or either 
the Atlanta Sewer Department at telephone number 622-
1481. He stated that GODFREY was a very likeable fellow 
and could not possibly be in any trouble. 

· The Haines City Directory revealed that telephone 
number 622-1481 is listed to the City of Atlanta sewer 
Department. 

- 15 -. 
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AT 44-2386 
2 

Mrs. Lo- So PENNINGTON, Director of Personnel, 
City of Atlanta, was recontacted and advised that PAT 
SOJKA, supervisor, administrative services, would be 
the person to contact regarding anyone employed at 
telephone number 622-1481. 

PAT SOJKA was contacted and advised that he is 
familiar with the City of Atlanta employee named RAY 
GODFREY. Current records of the Sewer Dep~rtment reflect 
a true name of Ao Ro GODFREY living at 1105 Lakeshore 
Drive, Jonesboro, Georgia, telephone 477-5036. 

On January 12, 1976, GROVE DAY, supervisor, 
City of Atlanta Sewer Division, was contacted and advised 
that RAY GODFREY was employed in his department and 
could be interviewed any morning before 8:30 A0 M0 

- 16 -
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... FD-3C~ (REV. 11-27-70) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTJGATJON 

Date of lronscr'lptlon __ l_/_l_4_/_?_6 __ _ 

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, 1105 Lakeshore Drive, Jones­
boro, Georgia, was contacted at his place of employment, 
City of Atlanta Sewer Department, 360 Englewood Road, SE, 
and advised that an interview was desired with him concern­
ing an allegation regarding his participation in a plot to 
assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING. He was promptly advised 
of his rights by Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON and 
stated he under .. tood his rights, but did not wish to sign 
anything, however, would consent to be interviewed. 
Thereafter, and promptly following this, he was inter­
viewed and_furnished the following information: 

He has been employed by the City-of Atlanta in 
the Sewer Department since 1949. He worked for approximately 
eight years as a laborer, the last five years as a foreman 
and all the time in between as a truck driver. He was 
also a country and western singer for some time. Most of 
his records were produced in 1967 or 1968. One of the 
records under the Saber label was on one side 11 Count me 
out" and on the other side "Try one on for size". Another 
record under the Columbia label was called 11Always room 
for one more Fool li¼-e Me". _ 

When he was actually engaged as a country and 
western singer he was tending bar part-time at a bar known 
as Pete's Bar on Moreland Avenue. He also·had a band and 
sang with them at the same time. 

He did not know anything about any assassination 
plot of any kind. He never talked with anyone regarding 
the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING before KING had been ass­
assinated. He did not make any arrangements with anyone 
to have KING assassinated by CLAUDE and LEON POWELL. When 
questioned about any well-dressed individuals frequenting 
Pete 1 s Place GODFREY remembered a white male approximately 
45 years of age with wavy hair, very clean-cut and very 
well spoken being in Pete's Place numerous times. This 
individual carried a walking stick in his right hand and 
to the best of GODFREY's memory, this individual had 
something wrong with his right leg. 

1/13/76 Atlanta, Georgia AT 44-2386 
Interviewed on _________ al ______________ Flle # ________ _ 

SA BERNARD R. BERRY 
SA THOMAS J. WILSON :wy 1/13/76 

by ______________________ Dole dicto!ed __________ _ 

- 17 -
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''AT 44-2386 

GODFREY could not remember the individual's name 
but described him as approximately 5 1 11 11 , 170-180 pounds, 
of Latin descent. GODFREY further stated that this 
individual could-talk in two different languages, one of 
which he thought was "Mexican". He stated that this 
individual had lots of money and was thought to be owner 
of a number of bars in honky tonk places around Atlanta. 
He thought that one of the bars that this individual 
owned in 1967 was located at the corner of Hunter and 
Bell Street in Atlanta. This individual was driving a 
big black automobile,probably a Lincoln. He was reportedly 
associated with the Venable Music Company tn some mannero 
GODFREY thought that it was possible that some individual 
connected with Venable Music Company and this individual 
were conr.ected in numerous enterprises throughout the 
city. GODFREY stated that PETE DAVIS would be able to 
identify this individual. GODFREY further stated that 
possibly DIANE (last name unknown) a former bartender at 
Pete's Place may also be able to identify this individualo 
DIANE also owns a bar known as "The Office" located on 
Flat Shoals in Atlanta 

GODFREY again denied having any conversation 
with the POWELLS' or anyone else regarding the assassination 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING prior to his actual ·assassination. 

GODFREY advised he would be more than willing to take a 
polygraph examination to clear the airo 

The following description was obtained through 
observation arid interview: 

Race 
Sex 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 
Weight 

- 18 -

White 
Maie 

Copperhill,. Tennessee 
6 1 3 11 

210 
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AT 44-2386 

Hair 
Residence 

Telephone 
Military service 

Arrest record 

Greying 
1105 Lakeshore Drive 
Jonesboro, Georgia 

'477-5036 
Served with the National 
Guard, State of Georgia 

.Number 24-77-30-31, honorable 
discharge 
None admitted other than 
clrunk driving 

GODFREY stated he had never been .. a member of the 
Ku Klux Klan or any other radical organization. 

- 19 -
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AT 44-2386 

On Januar: 15, 1976, DIANE BRADY, white female, 
date of birth I I place of birth Atlanta, Georgia, 
current owner of The O fice Lounge, was interviewed and she 
advised she is quite certain that in 1967, she was employed 
as a carhop and bartender at Pete 1 s Place on Moreland Avenue. 
She advised shet familiar with RAY GODFREY and after viewing 
a photograph of CLAUDE POWELL, JR., and LEON OWEN POWELL, she 
stated she was familiar with both of them. She stated she has 
never heard anyone talking about any murder of any type at 
Pete 1 s Place. She was unable to identify anyone resembling an 
artist~ conception of RALPH (Last Name Unknown). She advised 
she can only describe one individual who came into Pete 1 s 
Place who was well-dressed and walked with a limp. She advised 
she knew the individual as 11 DUKE 11

• 
11 DUKe1 was a white male, 

approximately 61011
, 180 pounds, dark hair, walked with a limp, 

and drove a large dark c~r with a Gwinnett County tag. She 
advised 11 DUKE 11 al ways seemed to have money, in fact, he gave 
her a $50 tip. She can not locate 11 DUKE 11 at this time, and 
in fact, she has been trying to find him on her own. 11 DUKE 11 

very rarely went into the bar, and always got his beverages 
through the carhops. DIANE advised another carhop named 
DOTTIE (Last Name Unknown), who she tTinks is currently working 
for Barbara's Lounge on Moreland Avenue, might be able to 
assist in the idertification of the individual in the artist 1 s 
conception in view of the fact that she was a long-time 
employee of Pete 1 s Place. · 

On January 15, 1976, EDNA McKINNON, owner of 
McKinnon 1 s Restaurant, Moreland Avenue, advised she does have 
an employee named 1'DOTTIE". 11 DOTTIE 11 did work for her when 
she owned The Piglet Restaurant, located at Hill Street and 
Moreland Avenue in Atlanta. 11 DOTTIE 11 had the day off and 
McKINNON advised she was out of town. She stated DOTTIE would 
be back for work at 2:00 PM, Friday, January 16, 1976. 

DIANE BRADY was recontacted and she advised all 
other employees of Pete 1 s Place have died since Pete's Place 
was closed. She advised that as fur as she can remember, the 
only individuals still living who were connected with Pete's 
Place are herself, DOTTIE, and RAY GODFREY. Abt of the 
customers are sti 11 around and frequent her bar, 11 The Office". 

- 20 -
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AT 44-2386 

On January 16, 1976, DOTTIE UNDERHILL, waitress 
at McKinnon's Restaurant, Moreland Avenue, advised she has never 
worked at any other establishment on Moreland Avenue. She 
stated she has never been employed at any lounge called 11 Pete 1 s 
Pl ace", nor is she fa mil i a r with the name PETE DAV IS. 

DAVID McKINNON, son of the owner of McKinnon's 
Restaurant, advised his father has employed numerous waitresses 
some of whom even supply phony names. He has worked for his 
father for the last eighteen years. He advised he can not 
recall any other waitress named 11 DOTTIE 11 other than the one 
who is employed now. 

- 21 -
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FD·J0'.2 (REV, 11-17,70) 0 
'\ 

FEDf"l:/..L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION \ 

1 Dale al lronscrlption 1/14/76 

JO PRESSLEY, Identification Division, Atlanta 
Police Department, advised her department had the following 

ds on a LEON OWEN POWELL, date of birth j j 

and a CLAUDE POWELL, JR. Ms. PRESSLEY proviaea 
pn ostatic copies of the identification record for 
both individuals which are attached hereto. 

lnle,vlewed on ] /7 /76 . .. ot_A~t-l .... a.i..DL.Lt"""-'a ... ,----J.G:u:e~a-"r'--,g;i;..a.:l ga..__ ____ File # AT 44- 238 6 

by ____ sA-m ........ a ..... ~l.:.MA~S ......... 1~.-4WI,......,.I-.. S .... O~Nll,.......j:,-¥wyll-¥,--------D01e d,dcled __ _.,J..,./ ... J_3Y./-47 ..... 6.___ __ _ 

This dccume n1 con ta Ins neither , ecom men do I ion, nor condu, ion< of the FBI. II is 1h e proper I y of the FBI o nd is loo ned !o you, ogency; 

II and ii$ conte.,t, a ,e not 1o bo d 1,1, ib uted oul,;de y au r n gene y. 

- 22 -
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c: E 
. BUREAU NO. _....,? ...... v,_1 ....... __ 1_·4~· ;,_2_2,_· _ 

NAME ____ ro:_.vl_ET_._L_, __ L_EO_N __ fMEN ______________ RACE WH\TE SHX MAU 

ALIASES------------------------- NATlONALITY---u_._s __ .,c...A-=-·--

ADDRESS--~3..;.71_T_ER1_RY_S_TR_E_?.l'_S.,.;,._E.c... ___ CITY----=A=TLAN=-'-=T='A.._ _____ STATE GEORGI! 

OCCUPATION __ s_r.n_v_r __ C_E_S_T_A_T_IO_N_A_T_TE_· N_D_E_NT __ EMPLOYER GRES!IA.M p ARK PHILLIPS 66: ?? GRESH£·1 r.: 
I I · DEKALB co., GA • 

. BIRTllPLACE--ST_EP_EEN_s_co_ .. ;;;,.., _G_A_-. _____ DATE OF BIRTH--1 r-· -----AGE 27 
~~____J 

EDUCATJON __ ll __ ..uBUILD ___ ME_DI_UM ___ HEIGHT ____ 6_-_0 _____ ,--__ WEIGHT l50 

.:COMPLEXION __ R_lTD_UY ______ +_lt_MD ____ HAIR _____ B_LO_ND ______ _ EYES __ G_R_EY~ _ 

_ SCARS & MARKS ___ T ..... T~_O_F_W_O_MAN __ IN __ G_LA_SS __ R_T_. _UE_P_ER._O_U_T=ER...:....;;..ARM.,;,;:.:_ ______________ _ 

TT 11ImRES MINE - WHERES YOURS" & CHERRY LT. OUTER UPPER ARM 

SPOUSE LOIS POWELL ADDRESS SANE AS PRISONER 

:i- PARENT MO: HEPSIE PCMELL ADDRESS ~09 SPRil~G ST., TOCCOA, GEORGIA 
,_. 
·' BRO: ED't1A.1ID POWELL . ' RELATIVE ADDRESS 963 '1@l't MOR!µiAND AVE., NE,, ATLANTA, ; 

·•· 

C.RIME A.M.C. ___ _;;;."--'----------------------------DOCKET---

.- ARRESTEDJUN 2 s 1SS20FFICERS. MOSS FROM COURT HOUSE WARR. ISSUED 6-29...62 

~-, JAIL ENTRYt~?-W-27-:M-Warr-

.. RELEASED l !o~ J AlL J.l,..JdZ~"4--~:!..4~a.&:~~-____:"~IU::..:N--=2...::9:_-.;..:19~6::..2 ______ B. F __ _ 

· DISPOSITION --=c....=-__;._...i..,,.____,'--"--'~:u...:.."l-'----~r-=--"'=---"--..... ~~v ... £1..'-'u.1~1,'-----'-'---•·~6-~_t_l. __________ _ 

. . 

RECEIVE.D AT BELLWOOD ____ ,, --------------------,;·~l}~~!a:Jrb":~~.½:'"'":.:~·1. ..... ~,-~ ''::-'··~----,,;. g~,,, .. • . • "g,_'&. 

,Jt~;fi:{~ 

fORM 32-\•30 

PHOTO BY.i.\ Jr:,_ .. _ ....... ;,.~ · 
• • •••-- O ~-~ a O O •- "• r..... II 
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--------------------~---------------- ----.... 

,l 

ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION 

ATLANTA. GEORGIA 

He1'bcrt T. Jenkin,,;, 
Chief r,( P(I ·ce 

2 11 4 2 2 220 012 E 
'he following is the record of .4.PD No. ------------ lll.'.fl FBI No. ----------

:::ONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND J,RRESTED 
· OR CHARGE 

FINGERPRINTS NUMBER RECEIVED 

ovost Mat'shal leon Powell 6--26-,5 Art. 86 
• Venning, Ga. #80475 

li ' 6 .. 28--62 Beating 1, · Atlanta, a. Ieon o. Powell· Wife 
#211422 

t., Atlanta, Ga. leon Owen Powell 
#2llh22 

6 .. 29-62 A.bandonment 

··. ;. . 

" lleprt$efl.i$ notatimu; 1msnpportcd by fingerprints 

P'OIO-' 32•1 • 27 
NOTICE: This record i'> furnished fo1· oOicial l{.~".l only 

- 24 -

DISPOSITION 

No Disposition Availabls 
7-9-62 

Withdrawn 7-6-62 

Withdrawn i-6-62 
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. l .__ SS// UtfflW\·W 

i I 

NAME 
POWELL, 

AL I A 5 ES --~\--IE~~-L- _J_.c...fi__:•=-------------------- NAT ION ALI TY .. ·---------- _ --· ___ _ 
Ll63 C:AMDY L:\KE S.'."· D&::A'ffffi · CA ADDRESS_. CITY _____ ·--=-) ______ STATE-·-·-'-•---

OCCUP A TION DRY WA LL FI_1_H_3_H_E-_R _____ EMPLOY ER __ S_~_L_F-;-E=M=P=Il)=·=YE::::!',::D ____________ _ 

STEVSNS CO. GA~ I 8 Bl RTH PLACE------------,--------- 0 ATE OF BI RT H.____ ___ ,_____ AGE _.......:-1 ___ _ 

EDUC AT 10)',l ____ _.c.5 _______ 8 u IL O __ }_ra_D_. _______ HE I CH T ___ 6_0=2 __ w El GH T -~1-.. 
I$ LEND CR. ME DI UM-STOUT) 

COMPLEXION_ RUD H Al R ____ Il_R_O ___ H Al R T YP E _____ S_TR_._A_I_G_!!_T _____ _ 
(F AIR-DARK•RUODY-FREC KL ED• C TC.) _IF1ECEDING-BALD•C UF1L E Y-Y.INK Y-PROC E$SI: O •ET C-t 

EY ES __ B_E_U ____ EY E OE F ECT - (OESC Rl BE) _N_O_l_·IB~------- MUST ACH-BEA RD-GOATEE __ N_O_N.,_r.. ___ _ 

TEE TH ____ N_,......:..R_M_ifl._T_, ---------------~ NO SE ____ ___,NQfil:1AL_ 
IF ALSE-PROTRUDING,BROK EN-MISSING-DECAY ED-GOLDC AP) IHOO K EO-P UG·C ROOKED-LONG-BROAD· ETC.) 

MARKS TT:DRfl.GON-LUCY-HY WIFE rs so DEAR TO ME,..~':'.LEFT A.BJ:.::..1_....:....... _______ --,--_____ _ 
(TATT00S-M0LE$-WARTS-O!Mf:LES•lllRTHMARt·.~- ETC.•DESCRIBE LDC ATION) 

VI SIBLE SC A RS-( 0 E SCRIBE) -----:---N-:--0.:...}, __ ~_, -:--V....;_I_S_I.:...B_IE_R_----:-----,-----=---------------------
1c uT-euRN• E Tc.-DEsc R1 a E 11, LOCATION ON BODY) 

AMPUTATIONS & OE FORMITI ES _..........;;;Nc..::O_i\_;E ______________________ ____:• ________ _ 

MISC. CHARACTERISTICS ----"""'R=I=G..c.cH=T_H=AI=m=--=ED=--------------------------
tL E FTl-!ANDEO-HA RE LIP-Pl E:RC ED EAR LO BES-E: TC,) 

SP EE CH NOR.MA - GAIT NORMAL 
1so FT-LOUD-RAP! D-FORE:IGN-VUL GAR-LISPS-STUTT CRS-MUMBLES- ET c.1 IF AST-SLOW-SHUFFLES-LIMPS) 

CLOTHING TYPE - (SPORT-BUSINESS-WORK-ETC.) __ _.S.,__PQLUJ.R...._"'.1-I _______________________ _ 

SPOUSE __ J_A_C_K_IE __ ro_1•_.E_L_L ___________ AOOREss __ S_A_ME_1"------'-A'-S~P---'----~ ----~--

p AR ENT s __ MO_: _HE_P_S_IE __ PU._,-JE_L_L_~------ AO o RE ss __ ..:.T.:::::OC::....:Cc..::.O:.:;A::....::i,c.-..=G__,_r:i...._. _____________________ _ 

RELATIVES. BO: LEON PQ;,,:ELL . Ao o RE ss ? ? ME :\DOW IA NF:, DFI'. AT' 'R ,r,A_~ _ . _____________ _ 

CRIME INDECENT EXPOS!JRE 2. D!lUNK 00 CK ET_!/~~ 1/-;__Z_q_ _______ _ 
082573 ML CROWDER ARRESTED--.::....;;...=--<--""------ OFFICERS------------- WARR. ISS. -------··----------

JAIL ENTRY---------------------.-----------------------

REL EASE FROM JAIL ------....----------~----'--------------,1.I:_ _____ _ 
.. - . /. ' . J/4?/~,z __ _ 

~

OSITION. 

:.> c-- - ___ -...2._.=-:..........,'-- . - . /~ ·-;'-~-

REC~O AT BELLWOOD ------'---------4-..,,<-----------------•,'-~7 -3-1~-99---­
RELEASED FROM 

I 

SIGN A TU RE -'-----~:::..:;,,' - •·== ~ - . - --··-----

/ ·!1t_"'?k,· . -
IHFORMATION BY_ 1--~-~----P RINTED BY ~- -~-- ::~~?/<_:.:_,·-~-t. 

-'(PHOTCGRAPliEO B __l!-;___ _______ DATE ______ 08.2573- --------- -1-,,.- ., ,.· ·• · 

~ fl-L lt,;{~~I J:~~t~· __ lt ~-1§--{-, -·8t--tr·-s _______ ------1 i (ftf¥,,.,. 
I I 

IDENTIFICATION SECTION - ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

/ ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

1-... 
t5 
ii: 
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ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

Herbert T. Jeni:ins, 
Chief of PoNce 

Captain in Charge 231799By 
The following is the record of APD No. --:-------------- tnul FBI No. 212 9L.6 A 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 

FINGERPRINTS 

1ecklenbur~ Co. Pol., 
;harlotte, N. c. 

3., ·or I. Pr .. Div., 
ml.eigh, N. C. 

PD Atlanta,Ga 

NAMEAND 

NUMBER 

Claude Powell, Jr. 
k'uB22 

Claude Powell, Jr. 
#49663 

ARRESTED 
. OR 

RECEIVED 

5-10-L.9 

S-24-49 -

6-28-65 

CtiARGE 

Armed Robh. 

Robb.· 

Allowing Intox .. 

DISPOSITION 

S-10 Yrs. S_. Pen 

5-10 Yrs. 
4-23-52 Paroled 
3-28-5h Disch. Per E:--~. 

Claude Powell Jr 

#231799 Person to Drive (2) 56127- ct·i- $100 

/, 

PD, Atlanta, Ga. 

--- -....-.---·-

Claude Powell 
#231799 

----
. • R.rprc..c;ent:1 notatinns unsupport.ed by fingfTp,·h1f8 

8-25-73 Inde,:cnt Exposure 

Drunk 

· NOTICE: This rccorcl ?°.<; f11t1tisl1cd for oyi,:;ial u.~'J only 
- 26 -

and 8 mos; 56128 Ct 2 
$25 and h mos cone w/ 
"56127 6-28-65 

$25 or 13 .das 

8-27-73 

$25 or 13 da.s. 
8-27-73 

., •• J', ' 

,..,.,.. "! 
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-------------------------- --- ---------- -- --

AT 44-2386 

On January 14, 1976, the FBI Identification 
Division, Washington, D.C., provided the attached identifica­
~ecord for ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, date of birth 
L__Jplace of birth-Cooperhill, Tennessee: 

-27-
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U,_11TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE il-14-76 807 
FE'>ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA\ J . '.- •• 

,_ IDENTIFICATION DIVISION ,.__ ,. '--· · ·'-""-- 0 

MLH 
- . ~-

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20537 

None Assigned 
The following FBI record, NUMBER , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification RecMd represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint cantributors. 
WHERE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS 
DESIRED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSc FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND NUMBER 
ARRESTED OR ... 

CHARGE DISPOSITION 
FINGERPRINTS RECEIVED 

.-

PD Forest Park Arr.old Ray 13-7-64 DIC drunk 
GA Godfrey D/C cursing ..... 

13110 driving wrong 
side of road 
susp·icion poss 
dangerous drugs 

-

. 

' ,· .. 
' 
' 

_Sinr~ M;!~cr fi,i-cr"1'r•- " 

,1::;'.itI.f :_.)!· 
n ' 
~ncll 
"'IIC;t. -
::,,sr 

ll~i~H.: ;,j,-11 i;l l'1-~it::11 yea ~ r ·i j-,i ·: ! 
I.$ ii,: ,ht:~ -~led. 

. 

- 28 -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT DF JUSTICE il-14-7 snJ7 HLH . 
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST'-'4.TION I 6 

rJ 

2 IDEMTIFICATION DIVI~ ., . ,_._,. 
WAS HIN GTO N, D. C. 20537 

The following_ information from FBI record, NUMBER 
i5 fornished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. None Assigned 

Description and Related Data: ATINOLD RAY GODFREY 

Race: W 

Sex: M 

Height: 74 tt 

Weight: 184 

Hair: Brn 

Eyes: Brn 

Date and Place of Birth: Cooperhill TN 
~---_J 

Scars and Marks: Scar R/F arm 2" 

Address: In 1964 5G9 Greham Ave Atlanta GA 

· Occupation: Construction 

Social Security Number: Unknown 

- 29 -

Sinte n~il~er f:n ~cr,r: :1'.s nor an 
f(~C~-~;;j1 ir?'! r::..:r:,'.·::r ~·;'.:t:. ·-.. !:-; in-~~i;.•~nrl 
in ~ :.H ;: :...·_; 1c-:::l :·. ~ ._ : .. : ·i ..... r r~ ··i-r:'--: 1 

J"[l C~ i::·.1.} ~ 1 ·1~::, 1; ) i :,. j i:l .. ;-,,, ... r 
thal n.,s r:i~:c,,d c0;,., ;,,; ::.c 
inJl,iJu~l in wlw m ycu ~re i1 ,'.crested. 
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AT 44-2386 

The following investigation was conducted by the 
Charlotte Division of the FBI, on January 9, 1976: 

WENDELL SUTTON POWELL, Foreman, Pharr Yarns, was 
interviewed at his home, 218 Ewing Drive, Belmont, North 
Carolina, and advised his correspondence with his brother, 
CLAUDE POWELL, JR., is very poor with only an occasional tele­
phone call. He advised he last saw CLAUDE three years ago when 
their mother, HEPSIE POWELL, was very ill in Toccoa, Georgia. 
WENDELL related he had not heard of anyone contacting his 
brothers, CLAUDE and LEON, and offering them money to assassinate 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and advised if CLAUDE had seen $25,000 
in one lump sum, CLAUDE would have told others about it. He 
advised CLAUDE used to drink a lot and talk gtibly when in a 
drunken condition until a doctor told him to restrict his 
intake of alcohol following an accident. 

WENDELL POWELL advised he did not believe CLAUDE 
and LEON had the capacity to assassinate KING. CLAUDE got the 
nickname 11 SHOTGUN~ several years ago when a shotgun was taken 
from him by a policeman after CLAUDE was stopped for driving 
while intoxicated. WENDELL said neither he nor members of 'his 
family liked KING. WENDELL said KING stirred up trouble wherever 
he went and he and members of his family did not believe in 
trouble. WENDELL believed KING became a martyr.1D his people 
by being assassinated which might not have occurred had he 
lived. WENDELL stated in addition to being incarcerated by 
the North Caro~na Prison Authorities, he had served time as a 
juvenile at Boys Town of Georgia, located between Athens and 
Macon, Georgia. WENDELL said neither he nor members of his 
family know anything about JAMES EARL RAY other than what they 
have read in the newspapers, to his knowledge. No members of 
his family are known to be present or former members of the 
Ku Klux Klan, or other extremist organizations. 

WENDELL POWELL stated he has three brothers, -
CLAUDE JR., LEON and EDWARD, who reside in Atlanta he believed, 
place notmown, and one sister, FLOYCE BRYSON (wife of JOHN 
BRYSON}, Franklin, North Carolina, and a brother HUBERT, and 
his mother, HEPSIE, who live side by side in Toccoa, Georgia. 

- 30 -
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AT 44-2386 

FLOYCE POWELL BRYSON, Route Number Five, Box 180, 
Franklin. North Carolina. was interviewed on January 14, 1976, 
and advised as follows: 

LEON and CLAUDE POWELL are BRYSON 1 s brothers, and 
although they are both morally good men, they each have a 
drinking problem. Neither LEON nor CLAUDE have ever been 
associated with the Ku Klux Klan or any Black Hate organiza­
tions. Likewise, neither have ever spoken against MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. 

BRYSON's brothers have never mentioned to her 
the alleged offer to kill KING and BRYSON quite frankly does 
not beliEYe the event ever occurred. Also, neither possesses 
the capability to kill KING. 

LEON POWELL was a Korean War Veteran and whenever 
he drinks to excess he becomes depressed and often calls 
members of his family in the middle of the night for consola­
tion. LEON often states he wishes he were dead like the rest 
of the boys in his urit who were killed in Korea. BRYSON 
believes LEON's experiences in Korea have adversely affected 
his mind. BRYSON stated the last call made by LEON to BRYSON 
was several months ago. 

iRYSON advised she last saw LEON during 
Christmas, 1975, and all appeared well. 

- 31 -
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······----·~---~----

FD-302 (REV. 11•27-70) -0 
·--....._.....· 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date al lran,crlptlon_l_-_2_3_-_7_6 __ _ 

MOBERT POWELL, Black Mountain Road, telephone 404-
886-4754, was interviewed· by SA Jimtm D. BURRIS who identified 
himself to him as a Special Agent of the FBI. 

HUBERT POWEL!. was informed by SA BURRIS of the nature 
of the inquiry and thereafter freely and voluntarily advised 
as follows: 

He advised that he is the older brother of IBON 
POWELL and CIAUIJB POWELL, JR/ Be stated that approx:unately 
one to two weeks ago, exact date unrecalled, WENDEW:~POWELL, 
another brother· who resides in Belmont, North Carolina, · 
telephoned him and told him that FBI agents had been to talk 
with him a.bout IZON and CLAUDE>.' 

Be also stated that· shortly after his talk with 
JBN)JELL, LEON telephoned h:lm and,· in his opinion, was in a 
drunken condition. He advised that IZON told him the FBI 
would- probably be bJ to see him. and LION then added that 
several years ago, he (IBON) and CLA.UDB were in a club in 
Atlanta when an unknown male individual· asked anyone :ln the 
club if they were interested in making a lo~ of money. CLAUDE 
told the unlmown person that he was interested. 

. · According to HUBERT POWBLL, n&ON told h:tm that somB 
time later on this- unknown person came back into the club with 
a briefcase and that he (u«JN) and CLAUDB knew thiS person meant 
business. LEON told HUBERT that CJAUDE, at that time, told 
this person that they were not interested. 

· lllJBERT POWELL state'l that· he could not recall any 
other details about the telephone call with IBON, however, he 
definitely knew that LEON nor CIAlJDB had ever mentioned this 
story to him before. 

- HUBERT POWELL added that U::ON and C.t.\UDE both liked 
to drink and talk a lot while drinking. 

Interviewed an 1-22-76 01_.Toc==c __ o_a_,_Ge____._or.,..g_i=a _____ Fite # Atlanta 44-2386 

...... by ___ S:.11.1A.........w.J ... I..,_.,MM_m __ ....,.D~ ............. mm.___R..,.I ... Su,.: ..... d-d _______ Dote dlctoted 1-22-76 

Thls doc..,ment ccntoin• nu Uher recommendolion, nar concfvslons o I the FBI. 11 Is the property of the FBI and 1s looned to your ogency, 

It ond lls contents ore not la be d i,fr ibuled o 111, id e y 011 r oge nc y. 
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------------------------------ -- -

AT 44-2386 
2 -

Kr. POWELL was advised at the outset that any 
information he furnished could be used in a court of law. He 
declined to furntsh a. signed statement. 

- 33 -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Da1~ c,f rr ::..:.:,su ipl il;:~ __ l_-_2_3_-_;_' $ __ _ 

Ml.·a. IIEPS IE . ·oTrELi, \'r.l.S interviewed at her res idenco, 
Anderson Torrnce noa.d, telephone 404-8SG-4754, by ~J/1s JHi:'HE 
D. BUTI~' ::s and D,\VID E. PHILLIP3 who idcntif iod thcr.;;selves as 
Special /q;pnts of tlle FDI. 

Mrs. POWELL was inforncd by SA rnmr:rs of tho na tu.1.·c 
r.f th,;, inqui"Y and thercafte:t· freely and voluntarily adv·~~;e:d 
as :i..ollow:J ~ 

1!rs o PO"JELL, who is 85 yenrs of aae, stated tb.;1. t 
she is the m.ot'.:SI' of CLAtrnE POWELL, Jn. and LEON P071ELL. She 
stated that at no tine had her sons ever mentioned to her 
anything rei;arding wing ti.ppronchad by anyone to m.ak.o a lot 
of money. 

MrG. POiIBLL ri,dvlscd that sl1e felt sure thn t sha 
would kl101! of tlw in!idon t if it had happened to her sons, as 
in her op, ·-:,,ion, they w:.:-:,uld have told hor. 

Mrs. POWELL could offer no"i. ':.ing further rei;ardinc 
-r~1t~-~ ~-~ -~.--1 ~i· .1, 

Urso POWELL was advised at tho cutsct by St. BUP..IUS 
that any inf or::m. t l on s Ile ftu·n is hc<l could he used in a ro ur t of 
law. She de c linod to furnish a signed s ta tc1oon t. 

-----------------------------·---· 

SA D.'I.VID I'" PEU,LIPS 
'q --- . Sil J.U ,.., r . -; _]2__. _ _!1:tf-lf ';_, __ . ____________ , _____ ! dd__ __ f)n 1., ,: ,, ,., !,, .1 ___ 1~~~ ~ -7 r-~-----
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AT 4~-2386 

On January 7, 1976, LEON O\✓ EN POWELL reviewed the 
FBI Facial Identification Manual in order that an artist 1 s 
conception of RALPH (Last Name Unknown), might be drawn. 

On January 9, 1976, the att0chcd artist 1 s concep-

On January 22, 1976, LEON OWEN POWELL was recon­
tacted and shown the artist 1 s conception. POWELL advised that 
some of the grey should be eliminated from the hair and the 
face should be made shorter; otherwise, the picture is a good 
likeness of RALPH (Last Nam2 Unknown). 

- 35 -
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FD-2(i:l m,,v. 7- \!"")-7[i J 

FEDER,._ BUREAU OF H·✓ESTIGATION 
fit"POH l,NG OF·' F!C E 

ATLANTA 
TITLE OF CASE 

MEMPHIS 

-----·-- , ··1'" -- ---- ---·-- ---·--- -- . - ·- - - --· --··--- - ·- -
1NVEST,C.ATLVE PER10D 

2/3/76 . 1/4/76 - l/29/76 
Fi:EPORT MADE .OV ~IYP-£.:0 BY 

SA THOMAS J. WILSON 

MURKIN 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

REFERENCES: Atlanta teletype to the Bureau, 1/5/76, and 
Bureau teletype to Atlanta, 1/6/76. 

- p -

y,: 

ADMINlSTRATI VE: 

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY, 1105 Lakesho0e Drive, Jonesboro, 
Georgia, telephone 477-5036, was telephonically contacted on 
l/16/76, and requested to submit to a polygraph examination at 
which time he stated "I 1m innocent, 1 don't want to talk to the 
FBI any further". 

GODFREY stated if the FBI is interested in pursuing 
this matter any further, he will not talk unless the FBI contacts 
his attorney JACK V. DORSEY, 934-8921, or 633-9607. 

___ _ 
1 

_____ -, ·_1:c
1
_c?MPLIS-HMENT~ c~AIM_ED ____ x NONE 1AcouiT- rh~l .,-A, [,,F~ 

PRflRl.t..L I I TALS "o'"•:_c i m•"~'O"'" UC l -- ~1r-:_~_s____ _ j~ _ SAVtr--..:G S F~L{.. 0 \. ~r.;1 LS -- F) E: N [)lr--.!'G O V [ n ON l'. y [. ~\R 

t'EN';.::lt.JG, PHO~l-'.C-U ti ON 

OVL.r..i" :SIX MO!'\ r~ ... s 

--- ----------- - - ------ -- ---- - --- ------- -

APP RO 'ti EO 
SPECIAL AC.ENT 

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BFLOW 
-·-·-·-·----------- ----~···-- -- --- ------
COPLtS- MADF.:: 

:cw 

\ES K.'.NO 

2 Bureau (44-38861) 
2 - El Paso (44-920) 
2 - Memphis (44-1987) 

·, 2 - Atlanta (44-2386) 

L -
i----------={}J_ L ~$.d 14_ --------. -~-_______ 1 

··-···· - -----

------~-----------------. -------+---- ---------
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• • 
AT 44-2386 

On 1/19/76, LEON OWEN POWELL, 2786 Alston Drive, 
Apartment 9, Decatur, Geogia, telephonically contacted the 
Atlanta Office of the FBI, advising he was sick and desired 
to postpone his polygrq:h examination until the week ~f 
1/26 -- 30/76. 

On 1/29/76, LEON OWEN POWELL voluntarily appeared 
at the Atlanta Office of the FBI to submit to a polygraph 
examination. POWELL was advised of his rights by SA JOHN 8. 
REYNOLDS as shoi,,m on a warning and waiver of rights form, which 
he signed after reading. POWELL also executed a consent or 
waiver to take a polygraph examination form. 

On 1/19/76, at 7:45 PM, LEON OWEN POWELL, after 
executing FD-328 (Polygraph Consent Form), was afforded a 
polygraph examination in the Atlanta Office of the FBI. 
Assisting in the collateral interview was SA AUGUST W. BULFER. 
POWELL, during pre-polygraph interview, substantially furnished 
the same information as in previous interviews with the excep­
tion to information concerning money offered by GODFREY. 
ilm/ELL, according to his recollection, stated GODFREY never 
mentioned the amount of money to be paid, but indicated he 
stated he was looking for someone who was interested in making 
"big money". Al so, GODFREY indicated "big money" would be 
paid for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL previously 
stated GODFREY made the statement $50,000 was to be paid. 
liowever, when going over the polygraph questions to be asked 
him, he requested that the amount be deleted from the question 
and the words "big money" be substitute:d for $50,000. According 
to POWELL, the conversation with GODFREY came about while they 
were sitting in Pete 1 s Bar during the fall of 1967, and the 
conversation was concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING's activities at 
which time someone stated KING should be killed and POWELL's 
brother. CLAUDE POWELL, made a statement to the effect that he 
would kill !i·:m for the right amount of money. P0\1ELL advised a 
couple of days after the initial conversation 1>1i th GODFREY while 
they were in Pete 1 s Bar, a white male entered the bar inquiring 
about the POWELLS. After locating them, he stated he came to 
talk to them concerning a matter that had previously been 
discussed, after they ackno11l edged in the affi rma ti ve that they 
knew why he v1as there. The 1>1hite male, whom P0\1ELL identified 
as RALPH, then asked if they were ready to go through with it. 

- B -
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• 
AT 44-2386 

POWELL stated this white male never mentioned the killing of 
KING or discussed how the killing would take place, but only 
displayed a small briefcase which contained a large amount of 
money. One question of the polyi;;raph examination was "Did 
RALPH say he had $25,000 in the briefcase?". However, POWELL 
stated RALPH never indicated the exact amount, only stating he 
had "twenty-five". PQ\,/ELL, when questioned as to whether he 
meant $2,500 or $25,000, stated RALPH never did state the 
amount but he realized that that much money in that size brief­
case would have to be at least $25,000. RALPH also made the 
s ta temen t that there wou ·1 d be "fifty more" when MARTIN LUTHER 
KI NG, JR. , was buried. Ho':1cver, i,,1hen he questioned them as to 
whether or not they would go through with it, CLAUDE POWELL 
stated they would have to think about it, at which time RALPH 
departed the bar stating if they had not made up their minds 
by that time, he could not do business with them. 

POWELL was afforded four separate examinations, 
the first being a card test where POWELL viewed~ree different 
cards of different colors but was advised to deliberately lie 
to the color of two of these cards. It was noted the results 
of this examination indicated no significant reaction to these 
questions and this ~st was inconclusive. 

Examinations two, three, and four, all containing 
relevant, irrelevant and control questions, the rele~ant questions 
concerning statements made by GODFREY and contact by RALPfl, were 
also inconclusive, in that POWELL did not react significantly 
to any one of these questions. POWELL did react to two questions 
concerning GODFREY, parti cul ar·ly the quest'ions, "Did GODFREY 
ever ask you if you wore interested in making big money?", and 
"Did GODFREY tell you the big money v1as to ki 11 MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR.?". The reactio:1 indicnted on the chart was not signi­
ficantly strong enough to draw a conclusion as to deception and 1t 
is possible this reaction could be attributable to POWELL's 
changing his story from the original interview of GODFREY making 
the statement concerning $50,000 to now stating "big money". 

During the polygraph examination, POWELL appeared 
to have difficulty breathing and the upper pneumograph had to be 
continually adjusted by the examiner. POWELL did not appear 
overly nervous, did not disp1ay any outv1ard sign of emotion, but 
did state all during the polygraph that he was very nervous con­
cerning this whole matter and that he had a hard time breathing 

- C -
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• 
AT 44-2386 

properly, particularly as the polygraph examination progressed. 
When questioned concerning responses indicated on the chart, 
POWELL would only state that he was tellhg the truth, and that 
he told all he knew and could recall concerning this incident. 
POWELL indicated he had a high school equivalency degree, 
however hP an □eared to be of limi~d intelligence and appeared 
~c m. ,:ir· than forty years of age. During questioning, 
he admitted to doing a lot of beer drinking, however, denied 
drinkinq anything during the day of the examination. 

~ r2v1ew of these charts reflects that POWELL 
responaea generally in the same manner to all questions asked 
with no significant response to any individual question whereby 
a conclusion could be drawn as to his being truthful or 
1mtr:, ihfr1~ ~he,"efore, these polygraph exami nations were 
:let,:, ·,:,.· ·-; ,;c, inconclusive. 

On "i/79/76, at 3:15 Vii, CLAUDE POh'ELL, JR., was 
a ffo1 -Jeu ,.,_ po 1 y,:_; ra ph exami nation by SA LOREN K. LEE, of the 
:;an fl.,'.ori,, D"'v1c;ior. of t:he r=-BI, 1>1ho was unassisted in the 
::olluLi.::1·cJ.I :r,t.u, ii?vJ, 

PO\-IELL' s "yes" re~nses to questions, "Did some­
one offer- you and LEO~! $50,000 to ki 11 MARTIN LUTHER KH1G, JR?", 
and ''Did someone ask you to k i 11 MART rn LUTH[R KING, JR.?" , were 
less than responses to control question, indicating POWELL is 
truthte·l:ing in stating someone did, in fact, offer him and his 
brotnr:-:- S50,0iJ0 to k-i 11 Mf\RTIN LUTHER KING, JR. PO\-JELL I s "no" 
response to question, "Do you know who asked you and LEON to 
kill MARTIN LUTiiER KING, JR.?" and his reactions follo1>1ing the 
answer indicate a poss1ble knowledge regarding the unidentified 
person 1ncn ti on(~d in the above quest i ans . 

. __ , .:::."·, .:t11 the impression that results o+ 
the p::,i i':: (~.pr: i:·xami n,J ti on were unclear and that the strong 
pass i b; i ·i f: / rx is:.cd 1·1here in the FG I would req ucs t an add i ti ona l 
test in the inm~d i ate future. Results of the test were not dis­
cussed in J~Y way with DOWELL nor was interrogation effected. 

i_U,.DS. 

·- D -
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• 
AT 44-2386 

AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 

Will recontact LEON OWEN POWELL and display to 
him revised artist's conception and ascertain if identical 
with RALPH (Last Name Unknown). 

- E* -
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Copy lo: 

Report of: 

Dote, 

Character, 

:,ynopsis, 

• • UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA THOMAS J. WILSON 
FEBRUARY 3, 1976 

44-2386 

MURKIN 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

Office: ATLANTA 

B11reo11 Fi le #, 44-3886 ·1 

On 1/4/76, LEON OWEN POWELL interviewed and 
advised in late October or early Novanber, 1967, he and his 
brother, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., were approached by a mutual 
friend, RAY GODFREY, regarding the asshssination of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. A week after this initial meeting, an 
individual named RALPH (LNU), contacted he and his brother 
and advised them he would pay $75,000 to assassinate 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. The POWELLS turned the offer down 
and hr:: ve not seen R/\LPH ( LNU) s i nee then. CLAUDE PQ1.ff U., JR. , 
interviewed at Midland, Texas, and furnished same information. 
RAY GODFREY located and interviewed and stated he never talked 
to PO\-JELL brothers about murdering MARTIN LUTHER KHJG, JR., 
and furthermore, has no knm<Jl edge of any i ndivi dual named 
RALPH. Other relatives of POWELLS contacted and advised I 
LEON and CLAUDE PQ 1,,JELL are hard drinkers and question verJc1 ty 
of s ta ternents. 

·- p -

DETAILS: 

Thi:s d(JCU1ni:-1H ,·,,rHtiins nei~ h•·r rt-~·(Jni11~(·nd,d i(in-... nPr ('')Jl~·[w,.:,,11:-1 nf 1 bi:- FHI. ] t 1~ i he-- prop,cr(Y of th(:' FlH rin,I is loun<'d tu ;,·t)nr Hh--t'Tll"}'. it 11nd i1 ~ rorH~nu 

arc- IJ01 to ln {(i:,1J dJ',Jt•.:J UlL1 ,,de yuur a~~t-11t·y_ 
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FO-30, (REV I 1-2 7-70) • () • 

t1y _____ _ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote of t, ,, "" riplioc.__l.L?__._/--'-7.....;6 ___ _ 

LEON m·!EN POWELL, a white male, 3841 Austin 
Drive, Decatur, Georgia, telephone 289-1545 was advised 
of the identities of the interviewing agents and 
requested to furnish infonnation that he possessf'd 
concernin6 the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SA AUGUST 
of rights 
c:, --~ ~r·,· 

C'Q'i.-;"ELL wns advised of his rights by 
W. BULFER as shown on a hand,:!ritten warning 
form which POWELL executed after reading. 
''--~--,,! •-o frrrnish a signed statement, hoWf:···· 

_..,L-c.>:) the following infonnation • 

anu waiver 

. During late October or early November, 1967~ 
exact date unknown, during the late afternoon hours 
he and his brother CLAUDE POWELL,;tJR., who uses the 
,_I las SlICTc· __ ·J P':\TELL, a white mnlc who is currently 
{.r}cat,>1 i:lt '.::.ll.e Scottish Inn, room number unknown, at 

t>-1'1 dlam-1 1 Tt:-:)::.0.s, -2:TI.ployraent unknown, were having a 
:;;.c" i.nk tn r. -t.2' s Dar at Hore land and Confederate 
Avenue in Atlanta, Georgia. 

He and his brother were approached by 
a mutual friend; RAY GODFREY a white male, approximately 
40 years old, 6 l" tall, 220 pounds, auburn hair, country 
and western singer, employed with the Atlanta Sanitation 
Department, who asked if he and his brother would 
be interested in makin8 $50,000. 

Durine the conversation with GODFREY it wac 
determined that GODFREY could and would put them in 
contact with an individual ~·Jho would pay them to 
murder HARTL~ LUTHER KING., JR. He and his brother 
exp1:cs.scrl int2;rest in the contract to murder Kil~G 

-~. ~ ,. t' conversation with GODFREY was 
te.c.1i!.lll,. i;.t..;,· • ..i and GUDFREY told them that they 
would be contacted concerning the murder contract of 
KING in che near future. 

"' Decatur, Georgia_~- r,1,, ~Atlanta 44-2386 

SAs THONAS J. \HLSON and 
_ ,~UG_IJr r'_J:L.~ IHl!,_fE~· P,_,_~/_bv_l _________ Do'o ,J,(Oc,l,,,! __ 1_._/_7_._/_7_6 _____ _ 
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• 

Approximately one week after the meeting 
with GODFRSY the POWELL brothers were again drinking 
in Pete's Bar, exact date unknown, at approximately 
4 or 5 PM when they ,vere appronched by an individual 
named RALPH (Last N[IL.t,i Unknovm), a white male, 
heavy set, 6 1 111 to 6 1 211

, no accent, well groomed, 
late 40' s, well spoken, 1::-_,:J he described as a 
11 Lav-7Yer type". RAL:::1II (L ,, \vho was in possession 
of a briefcase approached him and his brother, 
put his briefcase on the table, and said, 11 1 guess 
you know why I'm here". He and his brother nodded 
their heads in assent at which time RALPH opened his 
briefcr,.c;e displayinz; what he said was $25,000 
and he then said, 11 If you decide to take the job 
there's $50,000 more when it's completed 11

• SHOTGUN 
PO\·JELL replied to RALPH that he and his brother needed 
time to think it over, at ·which time RALPH (LNU) stated, 
"If your mind is not made np nov: I can't do business 
with you". RALPH (LNU) then stood up and tnothing 
else 'das said. RALPH (LNU) closed his briefcase 
and left. 

POl-JELL stated tbo.t:. neither he nor 
his brother observed how H..l'.LPH (Um) came or le.ft 
the bar and they have not seen RALPH (LNU) since 
that date. 

During the short conversation with RALPH 
he never adJ.Jally said that the money being offered 
to them was to kill H.ARTIN LUTHER KING, JH .. 

He has not had any type of contact 
with RAY GODFREY in npproximatnly seven years and 
does not know G0DFREY's current location. 

The only other individuals aware of he a.nd 
his broth0'r's meeting with RALPII (LNU) are his former 
wife, ANNIE LOIS CO-MPOS, a white female, 4120 Glenwood 
Road, /[llrtment A, Atlanta, and PETE DAVIS, a white 
male, m,.-rner of the bar where he and his brother 
talked •,1ith RALPH (LNU). 

- 3 -
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