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To:
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SUBJECT;,

[T SAC
H ' [JASAC

upv. ——L

[] Agent

[ SE

IcC

[1cee

[] Steno

(7 Clerk ] Rotor #:
. ACTION DESIRED

[ 3 Acknowledge - [ Oper Case
(] Assign Reassign _ - ("] Prepare lead cords -

- [ Bring file [ Prepare tickler
{T1Call me CJReturn assignment card

T Correct (I Retum file

[T 1Deadline C]Seurch azd retbm_ 2 G‘j Jg;
{7 Decdline passed [JSeeme == "= O g
[ Delinguent - -~ [ Serial 4
{71 Discontinye [(1Post [ JRecharge [j Return
Expadite ‘ [] Send2oge: r;-——__“"“ T

[_]Fil [ Submithew chcrge out ..
@’Fq:einformation it re foe
[_JHandle e
[Jinitial & return

[]Leads need attention

I Retum with explanation or notation g5 to action token.
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan |
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GRTIONAL FOSM NO. 10 B

MAY 1982 EDITION : y ST
GSA FPMR (4) CFR) 101-11.8 . o
- UNITED STATES GO WERNMENT =+

| -‘Memomndum

- SAG(l- 2386) . oarm2 /17/68

at the tlme noted, on 4/17/68'

" BEN PERRY, WAOK 5;56EM“;

© JOE ZELINER, AP 6:07PM -

Af)"R‘i 51968

By U.Ss. Savings Bonds R;gzdarlj on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. . ‘
MAY 1822 EDITLOH - ’ ' -

G5A FEMR (41 CFR) 101-1L8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC (44-2386) " 'DATE: 4/17/68

SA Edward U, Crim

MURKIN

' Press release dated 4/17/68 in captioned case dellvered
to:

WERD, Radio Station 330 Auburn Ave,, N, E,

Mr. Jerome Johnson Program Director - 6 FPM
L/17/68.

UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL _
1211 Williaws St,, N, W., Mr. LOUIS ATKINS,
news reporter, photo section. Two photos
of GALT left with Mr. ATKINS, 6:24 PM, 4/17/68,

.

ﬁ/(f - 2346
oﬂq}iBJ ~OEYEY
f-f‘ }’750 I.'H_El}

AD3

:-'.: K 1 & :‘}63

2y U.S. Savines Bonds Reeslarly on the Payroll Savina
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»'UN-IgD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU&ICE
. F-EDERAL BUREA_'U OF INVESTIGATION

Atlanta, Georgla
April 17, 196

NEWS RELEASE

Attorney General Ramsey 61ark, announced today that
Eric Starvo Galt is. being sought by the FBI as a fugitive
on a.Federal charge arising from the fatal shooting of the
n'Reverend br. Martin Luther King, Jr.,.in Memphis, Tennessee,
on April 4 1968

Director g Edgar Hoover stated that a Federal complaint
was- filed by the FBI in Birmingham, Alabama, today charging
Galt with conspiring to violate the civil rights of Dr._King
"in violation of Title 18, Section 241 of the United States |
Code. |

The FBI complaint charges that "On or about March 29,
1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, Eric Starvo Galt and an _
| individual whom he alleged to be his brother, entered into -
a eonspiracy_which continued until on or about Aprill 5, 1963?
to injure, oppress, threaten or intimidate MartinnLuther King, -

Jr., 1n the free exercise -or enJoyment of a right secured to

w2326 2FO

e

APR 1 8 1968
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him p&_@he Constitution or laws of thé”United States, namely,
the right to freely travel from state to state. In furtherance
of this conlpiracy, Eriec Starvo Galt did, on or about March 30,
1968, purchase a rifle in Birmingham, Alabama."

| ACébrdiﬁg to Mr. Hoover, a 30.06 rifle equipped with a
telescopic sight was found near a rooming house on South Main
Stpget_in'mpmphis immediately after the fatal shooting of Df.
King.ocgurred. The rooming house overlookéd the Lorraine

Hotel and Motel where Dr. King was staying.

Mr. Hoover said that FBI Agents determined that the
30-06'rif1e had been purchased from a gun dealer in Birmingham,
Alabama, on March 39, 1968. The telescopic sight was also

purchased from this dealer.

- .The FRBI Director gtated tﬁat Galt, who has used the names
of John Willard and Hafvey-Iowmeyer in the past, 1s the owner -
of a 1966 white Mustang bearing Alabama license plates, which
was located abandoned in Atlanta, Georgia, on .Apfil 11, 1968.
Investigation éisclosed:that'Galt’purchased this car ffom a
private citizen in Birmingham, on Augﬁst 30, 1967. The Mustang's
odome ter Showed'that 1t had been driven more thhn-lQ,QOO hiles

 between late August,1967 and early April, 1968. v
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chcording to Mr. Hoover, Galt's travels in the Mustang

1ne1ude-tr1pé to Los Angeles, California, New Orleans, -

Iouisiana,‘Birminghaﬁ, Alabama, and Mexico, as.well as

) Némphis,‘!énnessee_and Atlanta, Georgia, Galt was reported
to have been ih Memphis on April 3 and 4, 1968, and to have
departed from there for Atlanta. |

- Intensive 1nves€1gation by the FBI has disclesed that
~Galt has claimed to have been employed as & cook on Mississippi
'_rivef'vessels and as 2 merchant seaman, He 1s saild to be

anfdvid dancer apd toqk dancing 1essons in NEW 0r1eans in
1964 or 1965, in Birmingham during September and October,
1967, and-in- Long Beach, California, from December, 1967. to
Pebryary, 1968. |

Galt left los Angeles on December 15, 1967, and drove
“his white Mustaﬁg tobnew Orieans, where he claimed he contacted -
either.ah engineering or a contracting firm. He left New Orle#né
on December 19, and arrived back in Los Angeles on December 21,
1967. '

While in Los Angeles area early this year, Galt took a

course at a school of bartending and was graduated on March 2,

1968.
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UhfITED STATES GOVERNMENT
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CC
Steno

{3 Cleck

ACTION DESIRED

(] Acknowledge []Open Case’

[] Assign ___ Reassign [T] Prepare lead cards

{3 Bring file [} Prepare tickler

{1 Call me [ ] Recharge serials

(] Correct [ Return assignment card
]} Deadline [t Return file

] Deadiine passed [] Return serials

(1 Delinguent [] Search and return

] Discontinue . [} See me .
[C] Expedite : (] Send Serials
(] File . " to
(] For information (] Submit new charge out
(] Handle (] Submit report by
(1 Initial & return ] Type

[] Leads need attentien

[1 Return with explanation or notation as te action taken.
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TO i SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) DATE: 4/19/68
| " rRoM A SA DONALD F, TACKITT

" SUBJECT: ': . . MURKIN

The following radlo stations were furnished
. the News Release dated 4/19/68, concerning JAMES
EARL RAY:

'WERD '
- JEROME JOHNSON, Program Director

. WDGL _ .
BOLLING BRANBAM, Owner ..

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




" UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1»3¢@¢wmmngww- . - Atlanta, Geovgla-
FéoNo. | . : _ ApriT 17, 1968

NEWS RELEASE

Attorney General Ramsey Clark, announccd today that
Eric Stacvo Galt is being sought by the FBI as a fugitive
on a Federal charge arising fvom the fatal shooting of the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jz., in Homphis, Tennessee,
on Apfil 4, 1968.

/ Director J. Eégar Hoover stated that a Fede?a; c@mplaint
was filed by the FEZ'in Birminghém, Alabama, today charging
Galt with consplring to violate the civil rights_of Dr. K%ng
in violation of Title 18, Section 241 of the United State:
Code.

The FBI complaint charges that "On or about March 29,

1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, Eric Starvo Galt and an

indlvidual whom he alleged to be his brother, entered 1nto

a consplracy which continued until on or about April 5, 1968,
to injure, oppress,; threaten 6r intimidate Martin Luther Hing,

Jr., in the free exercise or enjoyment of a right secured to
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him by the Constitution or laws of the United States, namely,

the right to freely travel from state to state. In furtherance

i .
qf this conspiracy, Eric Starvo Galt did, on or about March 30,

1968, purchase a rifie in Birmingham, Alabama,"
1

!! Accbrding to Mr. Hoover, a 30.06 rifle equipped with a
té?escopic sight was found neér a roomlng house on South Main
gt;«gﬁet in Memphis immediately after the fatal shooting of Dr,
Kﬁng»opcurred. The roomling house overlooﬁéd the Iorraine

Hotel and Motel where Dr. King was staying.

Mr. Hoover said that FBI Agents determined that the
30.06 rifle had been purchased from a g&n dealer in Birmingham,
Alabama, on March 30, 1968. The telescopic sight was also

rurchased from this dealer.

The ¥FBI Directqr stated that Galt, who has used the names
of John Willlard and Ha;vey IJowmeyer Iin the past, is the owner
of a 1966 white Mustang bearing Alabama license plates, whilch
was located abandoned in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 11, 1968.
'Investigation disclosed that Galt purchased fhis car from a
private citizen in Birmingham, on Augusf:3Q, 1967. The Mustang's
odomeber showed that 1f had been driven &6ré thén 19,000 miles |

between late August,1967 and early April, 1968,
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¢
._ ._&ccor'ding to Mr. Hoover, Galt's travels in the Mustang
,inelude trips to Los Angeles, California, New Orleans,
|Ipuisiana, Birmingham, Alabama, and Mexico, as well as
%Hemphis, ?eﬂnessee and Atlanta, Georgia. Galt was réported

'%o have been is Memphls on April 3 and 4, 1968, and to have .

l ,
departed from there for Atlanta.

P

Intensive investigation by the FBI has disclosed that
;Galt has claimed to have been employed aé a cook on Mississippi
river vessels and as a merchant seaman. He is said to be

an avid dancer and took dancing lessoﬁs in New Orleans in

1964 or 1665, in Birmihgham:during.September and October,

1067, and in Long Beach,-Californié, from December, 1967 to
February, 1968.

Galt lefv 108 Angeles on December 15, 1967, and drove
" his vhite Musgtang to New Orleans, whefe he claimed he contacted
either an engineering or a contracting firm. He left New Orleans

on Dacember 19, and arrived back in Ios Angeles on December 21,

1967.

While 1n Los Angeles area early this year, Galt took a

course at 2 school of bartending and was graduated on March 2,

1968,
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\orroMaL FORM HO. 1D 1010-1048

AAY 1982 EOITIOM
G3a GEM. REG, MO. 27

WNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

~Memorandum

SUBJECT:

SAC, ATLANTA(44-2386) PATE: 4/20/63
: (P) '

SA JOSEPH PATRICK AYERS

MURKIN

PRESS RELEASE

Copies of press release concerning identity
of subject as JAMES EARL RAY furnished to the following:

Mrs. MARY ANN RORERTS, Manager, | Station WYZE,
" 1111 Boulevard, S.E., at 3:04 p.m., on
4/19/68.

Mr. LARRY POLK, Gwner of Station WYNX,

507 N. Atlanta Road, Marietiz, at 4:15 p.m.,
4/19/68,

T BiSAT LA
h“‘—“‘-——.—____
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OPRIOHAL FORA NO. 10 s0T8-104
MAT 1943 EDIZION
O8A GEN. REG, NO., 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT :
" Memorandum

EACH RESIDENT AGENT pate: 4/19/68

SAC, FRANX V, HITT
sdmzcr:f MURKIN

RE: CONTACT WITH NGWS MEDIA

Each Resident Agent has been furnished the full
phy51ca1 description of subject ERIC STARVO GALT, photographs
depicting GALT with eyes opened and closed and also copies
of press releases received from the Bureau concerning the
‘assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER XKING, JR. and the events
following that incéident,.

Each Resident Agent is requested to contact all
news media within your respective territory, supply them :
with copies of the press releases; however, no cther information
other than is contained in the press releases is to be furnished,.
and you should continue to maintain a "po comment' attitude
toward the news media.

LEADS o e
Each Res1dent Agent immediately furnish abo«e

information to all news media, including television,
radio and local newspapers,

'Q_,D

442336

SAC

B3AC

#3 Supv.

#4 Supv.

#3 SBupv, .

EACH RESIDENT AGENT (Copy of News Release attached)
sice '

),

G bt e el )

= &
,#z**Q:U|-|| L1
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U, ED STATES DEPARTMENT Olgbo‘f‘lCE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Atlaﬁta, Georgia

In Reply, Please R’f“'f April 19, 1968

File No.
|

'! o | - NEWS'BEIE»ASE.
Attorney ‘General Ramsey Clark announced today
£hat the FBI has identifled James Earl Ray, an escapee
_:frﬁm the Missouri State Penitentiary, as Eric Starvo
Galt against whom a Federal complaint was filed lait
"Wednesday in connection w1th the fatal shootlng of the
Reverend Dr, Martin Luther Klng, Jr._
| " FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover said that a sys-
tematic and exhaus+1ve search of latent fingerprints
uncovered in the Dr, King case against the fingerprints

of the over fiftythree'thohsand persons for whom "Wanted

Notices"™ bave been posted in the files of the FRI's

Identification Division led to the determimation that Galt
an& Ray are identical; _ o

.Mr: Hoover said that Ray,_who is forty years
of age WaSs reported missing fron tte Eissouri State
Penitentlary at Jefferson Clty, Missourl, Since Spril 23,
1967. He had bheen YGCELVed at that 1nstitut10n on March 17,
in St. Louis for Armed Robbery and for Operating a motor

vehlcle w1thout perm1551on of the owner
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.Ifr

iGS-to 174lﬁounds. He has,blue.eyes and brown hair.' There
#5 a small scar on the center of his forehead and a sear
ci?n the palm of his right hand, |
\; I'v Ray has claimed that he attended school through
the tenth grade in Alton, Illinois. He has had the
;épﬁ%ation of  being a "drifter” since leavfng school;
' ﬁis vocational experience includés working as a baker,
* laborer znd color matcher.,
In connection with his escape from the Nissouri

Sfate Penitentiary, an FBI complaint was filed-in Jefferson
City, Missouri on July 20, 1967, charging Ray with
unlawfully fleeing from the State of Missouri to avoid
confineﬁent. He has been a Federal fugitive since then.

| Ray should bé considered afméd and extremely
dapgerous, Anyome having information concerning him
should immediately contact FBI Headquarters in Washington,

D. C., or the nearest FBI Office.
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© SAG (44-2386) L . B/0/68 -

SUPV. CHARLES S. HARDING -
G
- MuRKTN
. R _
- {00: MEMPHIS)

0 On 4/21/68, HUGH PARK columnist, “ﬁtlanta
_Gonst*uution“, telephonically inguired if he. could bdbe
furnished the number of complaints this office had
reeelved concerning people who look like Subject RAY.
He was advised that this information was not avallable,
but that the number was cousiderable. Mr. PARX then
asked i1f this office had any comment to make eoncerning
the rumor that RAY may be dead now as the result of
either assassinabtion or sulclde. He was advised that
“thils office had no conment to make other than the
Information furnilashed in the wo press releases made.

(;2» Atlanta
H:rdd

(=)

!
ﬂ/ld

HARCAED o s
L sEﬁ;.-ur" =
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OFTIONAL PORA NG, l .

MAY 1962 £DITIOH 'I'
O34 GEN, uoq. NO. 1r

UNITED S[ATES GOVERNMENT

010-104

Memorandum |
SAC (L4-2386) N | . b/22/68

' SUPV. CHARLES S. HARDING
| |

SUBJECT: H
) ; MURKTIN

CR
- {00: MEMPHIS)

J

JACK NELSON, Southeastern Buread, "Los Angeles
Times“, telephonically contacted the writer on 4/20 and
21/68, to Inqulre about any additional information we had
on the location of RAY. In each instance, Mr, NEISON was
advised Atlanta had no further comment tc make other than
was get forth in the two press releases.

Mr., NELSON stated that he thought the two press
releases furnished by the Bureau were very informative, were
excellent as a news gource, and that by furnishing him copies
of these releases expeditiously as we had done was of great
gssistance to him in carrying forth his responsibllities,

He stated 1n each lnstance he was able to inform his parent
newspaper in Los Angeles of the contents of the press releases
which had not yet been received in Los Angeles. He expressed
great appreciation for this office making the releases avall-
able 1n an expeditious manner.

(é)L Atlanta
SH:rjb ,
(2) /7/& : | _ §)n?

AAKCHED Siirdeiid
SeRIALZED . Fug U
A r‘\'“\ o L Rl

- -
—~Y TN A e Lt

-E?éiii;;zﬁ%"%ﬁ&gr

&
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{-;;;sac, ATLANTA (ua-2386)
‘SA PAUL LEE MILEER

“ on 4/11/68, at" 6 15 Demey SA PAUL LEE MIILIER

{delivered an authorized press release to RODNEY FORD, & -
‘Radio Engineer, for WLTA - FM, 9#4 Gordon Street, 8. W.,'

'_Atlanta, Georgia.

' Also oh 4/17/58, SA MILEER delivered the same
authorized ‘pregs release to DON' JOHNSON, Announcer. and

. 8ales Manager, for WIDJH, 4146 Dodson Drive, East Point,. f.“

"Gz, -This was aceepted by Mp. JOHNSON at 6:50 p.m. ..

C and 1mmediately put contents of news release on the air.

2-Atlanta

. PLM:bje -
ey T
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SAC (B4-2386) | - B/23/68

- SUPV. CHARLES §. HARDING

MURKIN

On the afternoon of 4/23/68, I received a call
from BILL FREDERICI, veporter for bthe"New York Daily News",
New York. He inquired aboub the status of our investiga-~
%lon, I advised him I could make no comment concerning
the investigation other than was In the {wo press releases
previousliy made, '

Mr. FREDERICI bthen stated that he hag never seen
such inaccurate reporting as has been done by the Unlted
Press International (UPI). He stated that HANK LIEFERMAN,
head of the Southeastern Bureau for UPL in Atlanbta, has
come oub with some "fantastie"” statements and that LIEFERMAN
has been a problem to his newspaper.

2 -~ Ablanta
CSH:rjb

o _ £ L e
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. 8AC, ATLANTA (44-2386)" (P)."

Re SA(: neno dated 4/19/68, contact with news ned:l.a.

: -on 4/22/68 the :Eollmﬂ.ng verer contaeted and iurn:lshed
:I.ntornation contained in news releasas- o S ) \ .

e mmc PAOE Editor, na:l.ton nan! Citizen' .
N GEORGE BUHCH owner, Ellijay Times-ﬂoufr‘ier,f:‘-ll SR
._ ‘:FRED BACKNEY, owner, Blue Ridge Gentennial?i"
- UE.p HALL, Ed:l.tor, Walker Co. nessenger, S
'-':::". nmm BAGLE!’, 01rcu1ation l{anager, Dade cb. '
| .IIIICEIDDD, station nanager, WRCD, nalton-
" »'_Juon-r me omner, wn':c, Dalton. g

@,)Atlanta
BBB/h;]m L
27
VA

G'HI:U% Nﬂh@ﬂ—-—-—' '. . -

ﬁ!wﬂﬂ‘?ﬁ%—ﬂ
NP 2A gl
_— (;i_ir—amnﬁ.m
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SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)  4/24/68

SA JACK B, SIMPSON
 MURKIN
RE: PRESS 'RELEASE" 4/19/68

KEELZR MC CARTNEY was given release at 00nstitut:.on
2:35 PM,, 4/19/68, -

- BARRY MURPHY, Journal wus given release as GANES
was out, 2:41 P.M,, 4/19/68.

: HC CARTNEY advised he woauld notify GAIRES and see
that GAINES saw release this date.

At 2:53 P u release put in door mail slot of
Los Angeles Times as NELSON not in and office locked.
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SAC, ATLANTA  (44=-2386) (P) 4/25/68

SA JAMES JOSEPH DOLAN
MURKIN

On April 19, 1968, SA JAMES JOSEPH DOLAN
delivered prese release dated April 19, 1968, to
the following: :

Name Time .- "Station Address

WADE MEDLOCK 2:51 pem,  WGST 165 8th Street, NW

JIM ROBINSON 3:00 p.m. VWKLS 1655 Peachtree St., NE
BOE NEAL - 3:17 p.m. WOXIX 2970 Peachtree Rd., NE
BILL BUCKNER 3:44 p.m.  Chennel 11 1113 W. Peachtree St.

JACKIE BERRY 4:10 p.m. WGUN 217 ¥W. Ponce de Leon,
) Decatur, Georgia

2 - Atlanta
JID:els
(2)
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