
12/9/75

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-3886)

FROM: AC, BUr 4374

MORKIN

Re Buffalo nitel dated 11/28/75 relating to
newspaper publicity, etc., at Toronto, Ontario, Canada
concerning efforts to reopen investigation of Dr. KING's
death in the United States. Re nitel reflected that one
HAROLD KIRK of Toronto was to be interviewed by the
Metropolitan Toronto Police Department (MTPD), Toronto
since he reportedly had information relating to a former
cellmate at Mimico Correctional .Institute, identified as
CLIFFORD' H. ANDREWS, aka R. L. WARREN. As noted in referenced
nitel ANDREWS, according to Toronto newspaper publicity
reportedly could testify as to his participation in the
plot to assassinateDr. KING.

On 12/3/75, Staff Sgt * GERALD A. STEVENSON,
Homicide Squad, MtPD, advised he had been responsible
for an investigation in Toronto which led to HAROLD KIRK's
subsequent incarceration at Mimico and that KIRK, probably
because he remembered STEVENSON's name called the Homicide
Squad at approximately 3:15 p.m. on 11/28/75 at which time
he made reference to the KING newspaper publicity and asked
to be interviewed.

Sgt. STEVENSON advised that he -interviewed KIRK
later on that afternoon at Mimico and that he apparently
intended to impress STEVENSON with his importance due to
his former association ith CLIFFORD H. ANDREWS.
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BU 44-374

STEVENSON characterized KIRK as a prolific check passer
in the past and a "con man'.. KIRK claimed that he first
met ANDREWS while in the hospital ward at Mimico in
July 1975 at which time he made.various statements, exact
details unrecalled, relating to the KING assassination.
It was not until KIRK read the newspaper publicity re
ANDREWS on 11/28/75 that he felt that there might be
some substance to ANDREWS claim to have some knowledge of
the alleged plot to assassinate Dr. KING.

KIRK recalled that ANDREWS had told him he was in
need of money to return to the United States and that he
had also asked KIRK regarding the location of an individual
in Toronto from whom he might obtain money. KIRK had
no knowledge if ANDREWS had been successful in contacting
this person in Toronto following ANDREWS release from Mimico.

Summing up the contact with KIRK, Staff Sgt. STEVENSON
was of the opinion that he, KIRK, had nothing positive to
furnish relating to an alleged assassination plot based on
conversations he had with ANDREWS previously.

As previously reported in referenced nitel ANDREWS
reportedly was released frem Mis.te on 9/30/75. In this
regard, Inspector GEORGE SELAR (NA),. Hamicide Squad, MTPDJ
1©ronto* advised 12/9/75 as follows

The 12/5/75 edition of the "Toronto Star," a
Toronto daily newapaper contained an article captioned
'Cited in Kin Caseo Jailed Canadian Says He Knows Noth ig,

an was datellned Calgary, Albett*s This article made
r arene to ANDREWS* identif in him as C R D IMES

S, fomerly of the Southmton Port Elgin area of
o as presently being incarcerated for a three mouth

per d at the Calgary Correctional Institute, atter be.ng
condated of car theft., Reportedly, the institute's warden,
identified as TERENCE DOWNIE, was quoted in the article as
aying ANDREWS told him that he did not know anything about
the assassination of Dr. KING and further that he did not
vish to be interviewed by anyone concerning it.

BU 44-374

STEVENSON characterized KIRK as a prolific check passer
in the past and a "con man". KIRK claimed that he first
met ANDREWS while in the hospital ward at Mimico in
July, 1975 at which time he made various statements, exact
details unrecalled, relating to the KING assassination.It was not until KIRK read the newspaper publicity re
ANDREWS on 11/28/75 that he felt that there might be
some substance to ANDREWS claim to have some knowledge of
the alleged plot to assassinate Dr. KING.

KIRK recalled that ANDREWS had told him he was in
need of money to return to the United States and that he
had also asked KIRK regarding the location of an individual
in Toronto from whom he might obtain money. KIRK had
no knowledge if ANDREWS had been successful in contacting
this person in Toronto following ANDREWS release from Mimico.

Summing up the contact with KIRK, Staff Sgt. STEVENSON

was of the opinion that he, KIRK, had nothing positive to
furnish relating to an alleged assassination plot based on
conversations he had with ANDREWS previously.

As previously reported in referenced nitel, ANDREWS

reportedly was released from Mimico on 9/30/75. In this
regard, Inspector GEORGE SELLAR (NA), Homicide Squad, MTPD,
Toronto, advised 12/9/75 as follows:

The 12/5/75 edition of the "Toronto Star,' a
Toronto daily newspaper, contained an article captioned,
"Cited in King Case, Jailed Canadian Says He Knows Nothing,"
and was datelined Calgary. Alberta. This article made
reference to ANDREWS, identifying him as CLIFFORD HOLMES

ANDREWS, formerly of the Southampton - Port Elgin area of
Ontario, as presently being incarcerated for a three month
period at the Calgary Correctional Institute, after being
convicted of car theft. Reportedly, the institute's warden,
identified as TERENCE DOWNIE, was quoted in the article as
saying ANDREWS told him that he did not know anything about
the assassination of Dr. KING and further that he did not
wish to be interviewed by anyone concerning it.
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An additional article regarding this matter
appeared in the 12/6/75 edition of the 'Toronto Star-"
wherein the warden of Calgary said that ANDREWS actually
was serving only one month in prison there and that it
was expected he would be released around 12/10/75. This
article, along with other things, pointed out that prison
records, not further identified, revealed that ANDREWS was
in jail in Sudbury, Ontario on the day that Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER KING was assassinated in April, 1968.

No further action being taken.

Copies of this contmunication as well as
referenced Buffalo nitel, being, furnished to Memphis
(office of origin) by routing slip for inclusion their
file.

-3'.
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CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS SUMMARY OF POLICE
(AND RELATED INFORMATION) I (NOT INTENDED FOR SENT

NAME NRES IDENTIFICATION SERVICES
CLIFFORD HOLMES ANDREWS ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

OTTAWA, CANADA

F PS No. 75538A FPS No. 75538A
DATE AND PLACE OF DATE, PLACE

SEN1T ENCE CHARGE DISPOSITION CHARGE AND DISPOSITION

*V
CURRENT OUTSTANDING C ARGE(S)

1 - AUG. 19 FALSE 'PRETENCES SEC.321 CC NO DISPOSITION
FINGERPRINTED BY W e . a
PF PORT ELGIN, ONT

C480 (4/74

WI

I 41

;a

II
.11 0

I I..

0 THIS IS A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. ALI. CONVICTIONS ARE
SUPPORTF.D BY FINGERPRINTS. DISTRIBUTION IS R E S T R I C T E D TO AUTHORIZED AGENCIES.

C-4801. (4/74)

SUMMARY OF POLICECRIMINAL CONVICTIONS

(NOT INTENDED FOR SENTE(AND RELATED INFORMATION)

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICENAMEIS CLIFFORD HOLMES ANDREWS

OTTAWA, CANADA

75538A75538A FPS No.FPS No.

DATE, PLACE
CHARGE AND DISPOSITIONDISPOSITION

DATE AND PLACE OF
CHARGESENTENCE

CURRENT OUTSTANDING CHARGE(S)

19 - AUG. 19 FALSE PRETENCES SEC. 321 CC No DISPOSITION
FINGERPRINTED BY
PF PORT ELGIN, ONT

iiii
if

"
INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. ALL

AGENCIES.
CONVICTIONS ARETHIS

SUPPORTED
IS A SUMMARY

BY FINGERPRINTS.

OF

DISTRIBUTION IS RESTRICTED TO AUTHORIZED

C-480 (4/74)
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CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS SUMMARY OF POLIC
(AND RELATED INFORMATION) (NOT INTENDED FOR SEN

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES
NA EiS) CLIFFORD HOLMES ANDREWS ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

OTTAWA,CANADA

FPS No. 75538A FPS No. 75538A
DATE, PLACE

CHARGE DISPOSITION CHARGE AND DISPOSITION

- OcT. 1 (1) FRAUD (2 CHGs.) (1) 2 YRS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. 1963 AUG 29 BRACEBRIDGE ONT

NTO, ONT. (2) FRAUD (2 CHGS.) (2) 2 YRS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. BUT OBTAINING FOOD & LODGING BY FRAUD

CONSEC. TO #1 WITHDRAWN

1967 - MAR. 10 PAROLED 1965 OCT 1 TORONTO ONT

FRAUD (3 CHGS.), ATT. FRAUD - ALL

1967 - SEPT. 26 COMMON ASSAULT, SEC. 231 (1) CC FINED $50. I/D 10 DAYS ON EACH DISMISSED

SUDBURY, ONT. (3 CHGS.) CHG. CONSEC. _
1970- Nov 6 TORONTO ONT

1963 - MAR. 11 ASSAULT C.B.H., SEC. 231 (2) CC 30 DAYS :FORGERY (2 CHGS.), Poss OF

SUDBURY, ONT. ;"REVENUE PAPER, THEFT OVER $50.,
Poss OF STOLEN PROPERTY OVER $50.

1968 - MAR. 11 PAROLE VIOLATOR RECOMMITTED ALL DISMISSED

- Nov. 6 UTTERING (2 CHGS.) 9 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. ' 1970 DEC 2 HAMILTON ONT

NT,ONT. FABSCONt BAIL, THEFT OVER $50.
tNTO tl WI THDRAWN

- DEC. 2 (1) FRAUD (4 CHGS.) (1) 16 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC.

HAMILTON, ONT. (2) Poss. OF STOLEN PROPERTY (2) 3 MOS. CONC.

UNDER $50.

1971 - MAY 28 PAROLED

1974 - SEPT. 4 EXTORTION SEc.305(1) CC 1 YR.
MILTON, ONT.

1974 - DEC. 16 (1) FRAUD BY ACCOMMODATION SEC. (1) 6 MOS. CONSEC. TO SENT.

OVEN SOUND, ONT. 322(1) CC SERVING
(2) FALSE PRETENCES SEC.320(1 ) CC (2) 6 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC.

(5 CHGS. ) CONC. TO.#1

* THIS N A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. ALL CONVICTIONS ARE
SUPPORTED BY FINGERPRINTS. DISTRIBUTION IS R ES T RI CT ED TO AUTHORIZED AGENCIES.

C-480 (4/741 ,'

CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS SUMMARY OF POLICI

(AND RELATED INFORMATION) (NOT INTENDED FOR SENi

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES
NAME(S) CLIFFORD HOLMES ANDREWS ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

OTTAWA, CANADA

FPS No. 75538A FPS No. 75538A

DATE AND PLACE OF DATE, PLACE
CHARGE DISPOSITION

SENTENCE CHARGE AND DISPOSITION

1 - OCT. 1 (1) FRAUD (2 CHGS.) (1) 2 YRS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. 1963 AUG 29 BRACEBRIDGE ONT

NTO, ONT. (2) FRAUD (2 CHGS.) (2) 2 YRS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. BUT OBTAINING FOOD & LODGING BY FRAUD-

CONSEC. TO #1 WITHDRAWN

1967 - MAR. 10 PAROLED 1965 OCT 1 TORONTO ONT

FRAUD 13 CHGS.), ATT. FRAUD - ALL

1967 - SEPT. 26 COMMON ASSAULT, SEC. 231 (1) CC FINED $50. I/D 10 DAYS ON EACH DISMISSED

SUDBURY, ONT. (3 CHGS.) CHG. CONSEC.
1970- Nov 6 TORONTO ONT

1968 - MAR. 11 ASSAULT C.B.H., SEC. 231 (2) CC 30 DAYS FORGERY (2 CHGS.), Poss OF

SUDBURY, ONT. REVENUE PAPER, THEFT OVER $50.,
Poss OF STOLEN PROPERTY OVER $50.

1968 - MAR. 11 PAROLE VIOLATOR RECOMMITTED ALL DISMISSED

- Nov. 6 UTTERING (2 CHGS.) 9 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. 1970 DEC 2 HAMILTON ONT

ONTO, ONT. ABSCOND BAIL, THEFT OVER $50. -
WITHDRAWN

- DEC. 2 (1) FRAUD (4 CHGS. ) (1) 16 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC.

HAMILTON, ONT. (2) Poss. OF STOLEN PROPERTY (2) 3 MOS. CONC.

UNDER $50.

1971 - MAY 28 PAROLED

1974 - SEPT. 4 EXTORTION SEC.305(1) CC 1 YR.

MILTON, ONT.

1974 - DEC. 16 (1) FRAUD BY ACCOMMODATION SEC. (1) 6 MOS. CONSEC. TO SENT.

OWEN SOUND, ONT. 322(1) CC SERVING

(2) FALSE PRETENCES SEC.320(1) CC (2) 6 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. &

(5 CHGS. ) CONC. TO. #1

THIS is A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. ALL CONVICTIONS ARE
SUPPORTED BY FINGERPRINTS. DISTRIBUTION IS RESTRICTED TO AUTHORIZED AGENCIES.

C-480 (4/74)
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} I~~2-12-75 _;.

Airtel VIA- COIRIE1; ;,

To:. Director,' FJ1 (44-38861)

From:. Legat _Ottawa 1(44-4).(RUC)

Subjebt: MURKIN

- IeBUCab.dated 11-29-75.

Enclosed' for the Bureau, :Buffalo,, and" Memphis are copies
ofRCMP record' for Clifford Holmes Andrewsa. Also .enclosed for,.

Memphis is one photograph of Andrews.

$5 Bureau (Enc. 1).**
1a -Memphis. (Eric. 2)<>:.

Buffalo (fEnc'.
1 cc - Foreign. Liaison'Ueat (E1nc.' 1)

SARCHE NDEE)
S RIAlI1fO o-'

DE31 UFAL

12-12-75

Airtel VIA COURIER

To: Director, FBI (44-38861)

From: Legat, Ottawa (44-4) (RUC)

Subject: MURKIN

ReBUcab dated 11-29-75.

Enclosed for the Bureau, Buffalo, and Memphis are copiesof RCMP record for Clifford Holmes Andrews. Also enclosed for
Memphis is one photograph of Andrews.

5 - Bureau (Enc. 1)
1 cc - Memphis (Enc. 2)
1_cc. - Buffalo (Enc. 1)H
1 cc - Foreign Liaison Unit (Enc. 1)

44-374-397

pict
SEARCHED 18 INDEXED

SERIALIZED for FILEDK
DEC 3 . 1975

F31 . BUFFALO M
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F,D-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

KIwgSlaying
Study Finds
No U.S. Link (Indicate page, name of

©New York Times News Service newspaper, city and state.)
WASHINGTON - The Justice

Dept.'s Civil Rights Div., after
a four-month study of federal 2
records relating to t h e
assassination of 'the Rev. Dr. COURIER EXPRESS
Martin Luther King Jr., has Buffalo, New York
found no divdence of govern
ment complicity of a tangible
conspiracy in the black leader's
death, according to department
sources.

But Asst. Atty. Gen.. J.
Stanley Pottinger, who headed
the review of files compiled at
the time of King's death in 1968,
is nevertheless expected by
some Justice officials t o
recommend a new enquiry into
the assassination in hopes of
resolving persistent questions
about the motives and activities
of James Earl Ray, the con
victed assassin.
Re waited

One source noted that Pot- Date: 3/24/76
tinger's report on the matter, Edescribed as quite lengthy, Edition: Four Star
would not be sent to Atty. Gen. Author:
Edward H. Levi until late this Editor:
week or early next and that a
recommendation to begin a full- Title: MUR IN
scale field investigation of the
Memphis assassination had not
yet been committed to paper.

But the source acknowledged Character:
that a new investigation would or

*be "the most credible way to Classificaton:
handle" the renewed public
concern about the assassination Submitting Office 810
that resulted from disclosures alo
last November by the Senate ng nnvsi e
intelligence committee of a , a
secret six - year effort by the i 1 H
Federal Bureau of Investigation

and disr SERIAZE 7.

MA 24 1976
s FBI-BUFFALO

I~

FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

King Slaying
Study Finds
No U.S. Link (Indicate page, name of

© New York Times News Service newspaper, city and state.)
WASHINGTON - The Justice

Dept.'s Civil Rights Div., after
a four-month study of federal 2
records relating to the
assassination of the Rev. Dr. COURIER EXPRESS
Martin Luther King Jr., has Buffalo, New York
found no divdence of govern-
ment complicity of a tangible
conspiracy in the black leader's
death, according to department
sources.

But Asst. Atty. Gen. J.
Stanley Pottinger, who headed

the review of files compiled at
the time of King's death in 1968,

is nevertheless expected by
some Justice officials to
recommend a new enquiry into
the assassination in hopes of
resolving persistent questions
about the motives and activities
of James Earl Ray, the con-
victed assassin.

Report Awaited
One source noted that Pot- Date: 3/24/76

tinger's report on the matter,
described as quite lengthy, Edition: Four Star
would not be sent to Atty. Gen. Author:
Edward H. Levi until late this Editor:
week or early next and that a
recommendation to begin a full- Title: MURKIN
scale field investigation of the
Memphis assassination had not
yet been committed to paper.

But the source acknowledged
Character:

that a new investigation would or
be "the most credible way to Classification: 44-374handle" the renewed public
concern about the assassination Submitting Office Buffalo
that resulted from disclosures
last November by the Senate

74-294-398
Being investigated

intelligence committee of a
secret six -year effort by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation SEARCHED INDEXED

E huruss and discreunt Kingi SERIALIZED FILED

2MAK 2 4 1976
FB -BUFFALO
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Examine King9 case
from all sides

The, recent four-month U.S. Justice
Department review of the circumstances
surrounding the assassination of Rev. Martin (Indicate page, name of
Luther King turned up no evidence that the FBI newspaper, city and state.)

or any other government agency was involved in
the murder. But that was reassuring only as far 8A
as it went.

Recent revelations that Dr. King was. DEIIOCRAT & CMiONICLE
subjected to wiretapping and harassment by the IROCHiLSTER, N.Y.
FBI have deepened the suspicions that were first
raised about the original government
investigation of the assassination.

Clearing away those suspicions demands hot
only that-the government again review the case,

4as it has now done, that the murder be examined oeaV.
from outside. So it's encouraging to learn that: o
the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division isl
about to recommend the appointment of such an
independent committee.

It's to be hoped that the recommendation is
both made and accepted. The shooting of Dr.
King may never .be satisfactorily explained, but 1 - 80-1872
it's essential that nothing be left undone in the
search for possible motives and conspiracies.
The memory of a great man demands nothing
less. . Date: 4/2/76

Edition: S UNISE
Author:

Editor: DESMOND STONE
Title: MURKIN

Character:

or

Classificati n: 44+374

Submitting Office: J fZALO
[ Being Investigated

SERIAZ-D ULO

FS"-UFFAL,O

FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Examine King case
from all sides

The recent four-month U.S. Justice
Department review of the circumstances
surrounding the assassination of Rev. Martin (Indicate page, name of
Luther King turned up no evidence that the FBI newspaper, city and state.)
or any other government agency was involved in
the murder. But that was reassuring only as far
as it went. SA

Recent revelations that Dr. King was DEMOCRAT & CHRONICLE
subjected to wiretapping and harassment by the ROCHESTER, N.Y.
FBI have deepened the suspicions that were first
raised about the original government
investigation of the assassination.

Clearing away those suspicions demands not
only that the government again review the case,
as it has now done, that the murder be examined Bureaufrom outside. So it's encouraging to learn that cc
the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division is
about to recommend the appointment of such an
independent committee.

It's to be hoped that the recommendation is
both made and accepted. The shooting of Dr.
King may never be satisfactorily explained, but 1 - 80-1872
it's essential that nothing be left undone in the
search for possible motives and conspiracies.
The memory of a great man demands nothing
less

Date: 4/2/76
Edition: SUNRISE
Author:

Editor: DESMOND STONE
Title: MURKIN

Character:

or
Classification: 44-374
Submitting Office: BUFFALO

Being Investigated

44-374-399
SEARCHED INDEKED
SERIALIZED HALF2APR

-BUFFALO
SHI

FB

1 OOR
mfm
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

In ury Fin TRo FBI Fau t
~n King Assassination, Probe(ndctpaenmeo

it (Indicate page, name of
Promwewswreservies Mr. Levi apparently rejected newspaper, city and state.)

WASHINGTON, April 29 - one; key recommendation ofAtty. Gen. Edward H. Levi said Asst. Atty. Gen. J. Stanley Pottoday a five-month Justice De- tinger, who conducted the in- 20partment inquiry has discover- quiry, that a committee outsideed no evidence that the FBI's t h e 'government review thevestigation of Dr. Ma's tin Lu- investigation of Dr. King's BUFFALO EVENING EW`ter King's assassination was. murder.BUFL EVN G t,
aulty or that there was any Mr. Pottinger, head of the Buffalo i New Yorkbasis to believe that the FBI Justice Department's C i v iIany way caused" his death. Rights Division, began his inNevertheless, t h e attorney quiry last November in the lgeneral said he was ordering a wake of disclosures that 'thecontinued review of all records. FBI had wiretapped and eonin the Justice Department on tinually harassed- Dr. King onthe slain civil rights leader and orders from-the late FBI Direcan additional examination of tor J. Edgar Hoover.records at FBI headquarters In his report completed Apriland field offices to determine '9, he confirmed that the FBIwhether the FBI acted improp- tried to discredit Dr. King andrly in any way before or after' the civil rights movement he,the 1967 murder. . led.
.It is believed that more But he said there was no ihdihan 200,00documents may be catiorn that the FBI.was involy ' 1 - 100-18626Involved,' Mr. Levi said. ed in the King assassl~o 18

4/29/76
,T Date:

1. SAC Edition: Late City
A Author: Complete

2. MACEditor:
3. Sec. Survr. Title MURKIN

5Character 4434G. -- o
Classification:

Submitting Office Buffalo
D Being Investigated

' ~~RC ~ Ir4S

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Inquiry Finds No FBI Fault

In
King Assassination, Probe

(Indicate page, name of
From News Wire Services Mr. Levi apparently rejected

newspaper, city and state.)
WASHINGTON, April 29 one key recommendation of

Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi said Asst. Atty. Gen. J. Stanley Pot-
today a five-month Justice De- tinger, who conducted the in-
partment inquiry has discover- 20quiry, that a committee outside
ed no evidence that the FBI's the government review the
investigation of Dr. Martin Lu- investigation of Dr. King'sther King's assassination was BUFFALO EVENING NEWmurder.
faulty or that there was any Mr. Pottinger, head of the Buffalo, New York
basis to believe that the FBI Justice Department's Civilin any way caused" his death. Rights Division, began his in-
Nevertheless, the attorney quiry last November in the

general said he was ordering a wake of disclosures that the
continued review of all records FBI had wiretapped and con-in the Justice Department on tinually harassed Dr. King onthe slain civil rights leader and orders from the late FBI Direc-an additional éxamination of tor J. Edgar Hoover.
records at FBI headquarters In his report completed Apriland field offices to determine 9, he confirmed that the FBIwhether the FBI acted improp- tried to discredit Dr. King and
erly in any way before or after the civil rights movement he
the 1967 murder. led,

"It is believed that more But he said there was no indi-
than 200,000 documents may be cation that the FBI was involv-
(envolved," Mr. Levi said. ed in the King assassination. 1 - 100-18626

4/29/76

1. SAC l Date:

Edition: Late City
MR Author: Complete2. ASAC Editor:

3. Sec. Suovr. (be Title: MURKIN

4. Desk 4 4
Tesk 5 Dr Character: 44-374- 400

or
6. Desk 6

R Classification:

7.LASH Submitting Office Buffalo
Being Investigated

SEARCHED INDEKED
SERIALIZED FILED

#2APP 10.1976
FBL-BUFFALO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-9 (Rev 2-"4-74)

FBI

Transmit in Via airtel
(Type in plaintext or code) (Precedence)

4-21-76
o: SAC, Albany (Date)

2 Director, FBI

4 IA RELATIONS
SPONSE TO CRITICISM OF FBI
NCERNING ACTIONS TAKEN

_AGAINST MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

', 1During the recent past, there have been many allega- Z
'Ms s in the media concerning the FBI and actions taken by the B

against Martin Luther King. Jr.

In order to assist you in responding to inquiries,
t only from the media but also to questions posed to you
ring public appearances, I am setting forth some of the more o

frequent allegations, together with responses which have been
made in regard to these allegations. You may feel free to
u4ilize these responses whenever the subject of-Martin Luther
-King arises.

-- In responding generally to questions and criticism °
egarding the FBI's investigation of King, it should be noted
that our investigation should be viewed in context of the time

'-1 e volved--the early and mid-1960's--not.today. Those were year
of considerable racial strife throughout the Nation when sub
versive and other disruptive elements were attempting to
capitalize for their advantage on the social awakening in our
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Airtel to SAC, Albany
RE: MEDIA RELATIONS

ALLEGATION: The FBI had no valid basis for investigating
King.

RESPONSE: This is not true. The FBI had a valid
basis for investigating King to determine the extent of communist
influence being exerted upon him. However, for reasons of
national security and ongoing investigations, the FBI is unable
to provide any specifics. It can also be pointed out that this
communist influence was of concern not only to the FBI, but also
the President and Attorney General of the United States, who
spoke personally with King concerning the matter. It should be
noted that the bona fide civil rights activities of King were
never under FBI investigation.

ALLEGATION: That the FBI conducted illegal electronic
surveillances of King.

RESPONSE: This is not true. All electronic surveil
lances of King were legal.

ALLEGATION: The FBI mailed an anonymous tape and
letter to King. According to interpretation by various individuals
in the media and the Senate Intelligence Committee, contents of
this letter suggested King commit suicide.

RESPONSE: There is no record .in the official FBI files
to verify that any mailing of anonymous letter or tape recording
to King was an official FBI action or with FBI approval. As to
the suggestion that the letter sent to King urged his suicide,
we can find no basis for any conclusion that the anonymous letter
urged King's suicide and we do not know what the letter urged.
All we do know is that the draft, or original of what might have
been the letter, was found in papers left at the FBI by a former
Bureau official.

ALLEGATION: The FBI played tapes of monitored King
conversations to persons outside the FBI.

RESPONSE: There is nothing in the files of the FBI to
substantiate such an allegation.
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Airtel to SAC, Albany
RE: MEDIA RELATIONS

ALLEGATION: Information developed during our
investigation of King was disseminated outside the Executive
Branch of Government.

RESPONSE: This is true. Although our primary dissemi
nation regarding King was made within the Executive Branch, there
was some limited dissemination to other U. S. Government elements
such as Congressmen. In several instances, on a highly selective
basis, dissemination was made outside the Federal Government to
leaders in religious, academic and news media fields. Dissemina
tion did not include playing of any tapes.

ALLEGATION: The FBI conducted a campaign to discredit
and neutralize King.

RESPONSE: The FBI during its investigation of King
initiated actions, including several under our Counterintelligence
Programs, to neutralize and discredit King. There was no
statutory basis for such actions. As to the possible motive for
the activity, because of reasons of privacy and delicacy, possible
motive is not proper subject for public discussion.

ALLEGATION: That the FBI was in some way involved
in the assassination of King.

RESPONSE: False. There is no evidence to support
such an allegation.
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___(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Inquiry Fins No FBI Fair-
n King Assassination, ProbeAs (Indicate page, name of

FromNewsWereSilrtices Mr. Levi apparently rejected newspaper, city and state.)
WASHINGTON, April 29 one key recommendation of

Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi said Asst. Atty. Gen. J. Stanley Pottoday a five-month Justice De- tinger, who conducted the in- 20
partment inquiry has discover- quiry, that a committee outsideed no evidence that the FBI's t h e government review theinvestigation of Dr. Martin Lu- investigation of D r. King's BUFFALO EVENING NEWthor King's assassination was murder.
vaulty or that there was any Mr. Pottinger, head of the Buffalo ? New York"basis to believe that the FBI Justice Departmen,-% C i- v iiln any way caused" his death. Rights Division, began his in

Nevertheless, t h e attorney quiry last November in the
general said he was ordering a wake of disclosures that thecontinued review of all records FBI had wiretapped and conin the Justice Department on tinually harassed Dr. King onthe slain civil rights leader and orders from the late FBI Direcan additional examination of tor J. Edgar Hoover.
records at FBI headquarters In his report completed Apriland field offices to determine 9, he confirmed that the FBIwhether the FBI acted improp- tried to discredit Dr. King andrly in any way before or after' the civil rights movement hehe 1967 murder. led.

"It is believed that more " But he said there was no indiihan 200,000 documents may be pation that the FBI was involv- - 100-18626Involved," Mr. Levi said. ed in the King, assassinatton. 1
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;aulty or that there was any Mr. Pottinger, head of the Buffalo, New York
"basis to believe that the FBI Justice Departments Civilin any way caused" his death. Rights Division, began his in-

Nevertheless, the attorney quiry last November in the
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Appeals Court Reje rs
Ray Bid for New Trial

United Press Interna~tional _____________

CINCINNATI, May 1.0 - James Earl Ray, the (Indicate page, name of

confessed assassin 9f Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., newspaper, city and state.)

who now claims he is innocent, today lost his latest
attempt, to change his guilty plea and stand trial. 23

The U. S. sixth Circuit Court
of Appeals, in a 3-0 ruling, de- Foreman was interested in get
cided that Ray had intelligently ting the casenclosed in order to BUFFALO EVENING NEW:
and voluntarily pleaded guilty make -money from magazine, 0 eto killing the civil rights leaderbokadmvergttoRysB f lo4'NwY k
and had received competent book and movie rights to R'ay s
legal advice. ' t 'story. i

Dr. King was assassinated *Ra y cited, contractual ar
Apiil 4, 1968, in Memphis, rangements among himself, his
Tenn. Ray is 'now serving a 99- attorneys and author .Willian
year sentence in the Tennessee a
State-Prison in Nashville. Bf he a e

Ever since he pleaded guilty Buld
to' first-degree m u r d e r on ruled:
'March 10, 1969, Ray has 'been "While these events might
seeking to withdraw that plea have caused.spme prejudice to
and to stand trial. Ray had 'he' decided to go to

He contended that his plea trail, on this record there is no
was,not, "voluntarily and intel- showing of actual prejudice.
ligently" made because, h i s The' court concluded: "The
attorney, Percy Foreman, had advice which Ray received was
pressured him into pleading Within the range of competence)
guilty,against his will. aso

'r * ",ifg'cases." .'j
THE APPELLATE court. de

cided, however, that "the plea ' /10/76
was entered /voluntarily and Date:
knowingly." Edition: Late City

\The judges said that Judge Author: CompletePreston Battle "very carefully
questioned Ray as-to the volun- Editor:
tariness of his' plea before it Title: ' MUBKIN
was accepted.

"Ray specifically denied at
that time that anyone lhad pres
sured him to plead guilty," the Character:
judges noted.' "His responses
and actions in court revealed or
that he was fully'aware of what Classification:
was occurring.'" Submitting Office al

R a,y* a l s o appealed on
grounds that he was denied ' ] Being Investigated
"effective assistance of coun
sel."

RAY ALLEGED tt r.
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who now claims he is innocent, today lost his latest
attempt to change his guilty plea and stand trial.
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The U.S. sixth Circuit Court
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seeking to withdraw that plea have caused some prejudice to
and to stand trial. Ray had he decided to go to

He contended that his plea trail, on this record there is no

was not "voluntarily and intel- showing of actual prejudice.

ligently" made because his The court concluded: "The

attorney, Percy Foréman,had advice which Ray received was

pressured him into pleading
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guilty against his will. criminal cases."
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grounds that he was denied Being Investigated
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FBI Identification Division with airtel

*dated -4/9/60.. Roturned ,from FBI . denti
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Gowanda:State Hospital /68
3-. Bureau (*). (RM4
((1D - with padkag).
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8/6/76

AIRTEL AIR MAIL - REGISTERED

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)
(ATTN: DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM,

INTELLIGENCE DIVISION)
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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Enclosed for the Bureau under separate cover are
xerox copies of entire serials or first page of serials as
requested by referenced communications of Buffalo Divisionfile 44-374, entitled "MURKIN."

Items contained in Buffalo file 44-374 1A section
(and located there except as noted), which were not dupli-
cated, are described as follows:

1A1 Handwriting of Dr. ALVIN EUGENE FRENCH,
obtained from Gowanda State Hospital,
Helmuth, New York, sent to Bureau with
airtel dated 4/9/68 (see serial 16).

1A2 Not described on 1A envelope but thought
to be fingerprints of ALVIN FRENCH, Gowanda
State Hospital (see serial 17). Sent to
FBI Identification Division with airtel
dated 4/9/68. Returned from FBI Identi-
fication Division 4/12/68. Returned to
Gowanda State Hospital 4/16/68.

3 - Bureau (AM) (RM)
(1 - With Package)

2 - BuffaloO- 44-374)
DAH; jeh
(5) on 44-374-404

Searched Serialized
Indezed Filed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



* 6

flu l01W18626,

1A3 Photo of Dr. ALVIN EUGENE FRENCH received from
Rev. CLARENCE Y FRENCH, Ransomville, New.York.
Sent to Memphis with airtel dated 4/9/68 (see
serial 18).

1A4 Phoo of tee shirts and shorts bearing, laxndry
marki obtained ;frans Dareau 4/12/68

1AS 'Enclosed under separate cover.

1A6 hotoas of Dr. ALVIN EUGENE FRENCH received
4/16/6 frame 2uread (serial 33).

aA? Photos of artist s conception of Unsub, received
from Bureau 4/12/68.

1AS Photo of JAMES DONALD GALT, received 4/18/68
from INS.

1A9 N. ade photos of ERIC STARVO QALT, re
- a ed 4/19/68.

A10 Photos of JAMiE EARL RAY, received _ro Bureau
4/20/68.

Al1 Photos of JAMES EARL BAY, received rom Kans~s
City Division 4/20/68.

A12 Enclosed under separate cover.

1A13 1967 photos of JAMES EARL RAY, received fromsurean 4/27/68.
1A14 P oto f JAMES EARL RAY, received from Bureau

40/68.
S1A15 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY received from Kansas

City Division 4/26/68.
1A16 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY, received from Bure

5/9/68.

A17 Phdtos of JAMES EARL RAY, received from BureauIAI) 5/4/68,

1A18 Enclosed under separate cover.

BU 100-18626

1A3 Photo of Dr. ALVIN EUGENE FRENCH received from
Rev. CLARENCE F. FRENCH, Ransonville, New York.
Sent to Memphis with airtel dated 4/9/68 (see
serial 18).

1A4 Photo of tee shirts and shorts bearing laundry
marks obtained from Bureau 4/12/68.

LAS Enclosed under separate cover.

1A6 Photos of Dr. ALVIN EUGENE FRENCH, received
4/16/68 from Bureau (serial 33).

1A7 Photos of artist's conception of Unsub, received
from Bureau 4/12/68.

1A8 Photo of JAMES DONALD GALT, received 4/18/68
from INS.

1A9 Negatives and photos of ERIC STARVO GALT, re-
ceived 4/19/68.

1A10 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY, received from Bureau
4/20/68.

1A11 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY, received from Kansas
City Division 4/20/68.

1A12 Enclosed under separate cover.

1A13 1967 photos of JAMES EARL RAY, received from
Bureau 4/27/68.

1A14 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY, received from Bureau
4/30/68.

1A15 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY, received from Kansas
City Division 4/26/68.

1A16 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY, received from Bureau
5/9/68.

1A17 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY, received from Bureau
5/4/68.

1A18 Enclosed under separate cover.
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BU 100-18626

1A19 Photo of "Lomax" (possibly Lomax-Ray Nana),
back of TV, and handwriting in telephone
booth, received 5/13/68 fran North American
Newspaper Alliance,

1A20 Photos of laundry marks placed on shirt and
bed linen for JAMES EARL RAY, received from
Burean 5/14/68.

lAZ1 Photo of JAMES EARL RAY taken in California
approximately February, 1968, date received
and origin unknown.

1A22 Photo of JAMES EARL RAY with dark glasses#
received 6/17/68, origin unknown.

1A23 30 applications for lockmasters course in
changing combinations with three attached
letters, which were recevned in the recent
past but not definitely known to have been
received on or after 4/1/68. Items returned
to ALICE TAYLOR, 38 Round Trail Drive, Pitts
ford, New York, 6/26/68.

1A24 41 applications for lockmasters course in
changing combinations with eight attached
letters, received en or after 4/1/68. Above
items returned to ALICE TAYLOR 6/26/68.

1A25 58 applications for lockmasters course in
combination lock manipulation and one attached
letter which were received on or after 4/1/68.
Above items retarned to ALICE TAYLOR 6/26/68.

1A26 Enclosed under separate cover.

(Attached to Volume 5 of instant file was 1A1 which
is enclosed under separate cover)

It is to be noted that serials 38 and 39 are an*
existent and it is assumed that they were skipped in saeriali
sation.
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peal House ane on Murders
Of FK, King, RFK Seen by Albert

Associated Press and make a recommendation King assassination and possibly
WASHINGTON, Sept. 14 - by January. the Robert Kennedy case if sig

House Speaker Carl Albert said If the study committee re- n if i c a n t informattion is
today "there is a good chance" ports that sufficient informa- developed. (Inaicte paqe, name of
the House will set up a commit- tion is available to justify a T h e proposed 12-member
tee to determine whether to re- full-fledged probe, sources said, committee, it w a s learned,
open investigtiions into te it proably would be glen a would include four members of

mandate to conduct the investi- the Black Caucus.
John F. Kennedy, civil rights gation during the life of the A Senate inquiry into Presi- 8leader Martin Luther King and new congress taking office in dent Kennedy s assassination is
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. January. also possible. Sen. Richard S. BUFFALO EVENING NEWS

"There are lingering doubts A resolution introduced by Schweiker (R., Pa.) has asked Buffalo, New Yorkand plenty of pressure on the Reps. Thomas N. Downing (D., the Senate Intelligence Com- _

speaker to do something," Rep. Va.) and Henry B. Gonzalez mittee to undertake a study
Albert told reporters. (D., Tex.) for an inquiry into and some preliminary investi

He said he has discussed the President Kennedy's assassina- etatisndave been tflna -
matter with Rules Committee tion has been pending before
Chairman Ray Madden (D., t h e Rules Committee since
Ind.) and expects the Rules March without action.
Committee to decide tomorrow ,Members of-the Congression
whether to create a special al Black Caucus m e t with
panel. House leaders and reportedly

Sources said plans call for a obtained agreement on support
12-member study committee to for a committee with .a an
m'&- eiiminary inquiries date broadened to incude he
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whether to create a special al Black Caucus met with
panel. House leaders and reportedly

Sources said plans call for a obtained agreement on support
12-member study committee to for a committee with a man-
nake preliminary inquiries date broadened to include the
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. newspaper, city and state.)
From News Wire Services the measure centered on au- cent revelations h a v e raised

WASHINGTON, Sept. 17 - thority to I o k into other enough questions in the mindsThe House voted 280-65 today to deaths.
create a committee to reopen Rep. Sidney Yates (D., Ill.) concerned about

lnvestigations into the deaths of said it "gives the committee whether proper investigations

Lt eril edy and Martin enormous powers to go into any were conducted into the two BUFFALO EVENING NEWSLu her ill desi e R assassination attempt of any assassinations. .. BUFFALO E N York
Speaker Carl Albert told re- person in the world."porters he will designate Rep. THE WARREN Commission,

Thomas N. Downing (D., Va.) . Rep. John Anderson (R., Ill.) which investigated Mr. Kenne
as chairman, and Rep. Henry said the authority was included dy's death concluded that Lee
B. Gonzalez (D., Tex) as next to -allow the committee to get Harvey Oswald was the sole
in line. Mr. Downing is retir- into any other deaths which assassin of the President.
ing at the end of this year and may have been associated with T h e investigation : of D r..
Mr. Gonzalez presumably the Kennedy and K ing King's death is based on infor
would succeed him, as expect- assassinations. mation that includes ailega
ed, the spacial committee is He mentioned the deaths of tions involving the removal of a
continued fil the next Congress. Sar Giancana and John Rosei- black policeman and two fire-

Rep. Downhg promised his li, two alleged Mafia .leaders, men from their posts in Mem
colleagues that the committee's who were killed after it was phis shortly before the assassi
efforts would be 'focused only disclosed they were associated nation of the civil rights leader.
on t h e Kennedy and King with a CIA plot to kill Cuban The information, first aired
deaths although the resolution Premier Fidel Castro. Other al- in "196S, was presented last
establishing the panel allows it legations have been made that month to Dr. King's widow and
to look into any others. He The plot against Castro may ;to members of the Congri-ession
asked fop $250,000 in funds for rave been connected with the ,ail Black Caucus by Academy4
tis year. - assassination of President Award winning screenwriter ~

Kennedy-in 1963. Abby Mann and by assassina
MOST OF the opposition to Rep., Downing said other re- tion critic Mark Land.
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Murders of JFK, Dr King (Indicate page, name of
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From News Wire Services the measure centered on au- cent revelations have raised

WASHINGTON, Sept. 17 - thority to look into other
The House voted 280-65 today to enough questions in the minds

deaths.
create a committee to reopen of Americans concerned about

investigations into the deaths of Rep. Sidney Yates (D., III.) 5
said it 'gives the committee whether proper investigations

John F. Kennedy and Martin enormous powers to go into any were conducted into the two
Luther King Jr. BUFFALO EVENING NEWSassassination attempt of any assassinations.

Speaker Carl Albert told re-
person in the world." * Buffalo, New York

porters he will designate Rep. THE WARREN Commission
Thomas N. Downing (D., Va.) Rep. John Anderson (R., Ill.) which investigated Mr. Kenne-
as chairman, and Rep. Henry said the authority was included dy's death concluded that Lee
B. Gonzalez (D., Tex) as next to allow the committee to get Harvey Oswald was the sole
in line. Mr. Downing is retir- into any other deaths which assassin of the President.
ing at the end of this year and may have been associated with The investigation of Dr.,
Mr. Gonzalez presumably

the Kennedy and King King's death is based on infor-
would succeed him, as expect- assassinations. mation that includes allega-
ed, the special committee is He mentioned the deaths of tions involving the removal of a
continued in the next Congress. Sam Giancana and John Rosel- black policeman and two fire-

Rep. Downing promised his li, two alleged Mafia leaders, men from their posts in Mem-
colleagues that the committee's who were killed after it was phis shortly before the assassi-
efforts would be focused only disclosed they were associated nation of the civil rights leader.
on the Kennedy and King with a CIA plot to kill Cuban The information, first aired
deaths although the resolution Premier Fidel Castro. Other al- in 1968, was presented last
establishing the panel allows it legations have been made that month to Dr. King's widow and
to look into any others. He The plot against Castro may ato members of the Congression-

have been connected with the 1al Black Caucus by Academy
- 44-374asked for $250,000 in funds for

this year. assassination of President Award winning screenwriter
Kennedy in 1963. Abby Mann and by assassina-
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liase Votes New
.F.K.,King Probes

WASHINGTON UP)-The House Calif., argued it could ac
voted Friday to launch new in- complish little.
vestigations into the assassina- "For God's sake, it you have (Indicate page, name of
tions of President John F. Ken- any respect for the dollars of newspaper, city and state.)
nedy and civil rights leader . taxpayers, let's vote this resolu
Martin Luther King. . tion down," Sisk said.
. It adopted 280 to 65, a resolu- "To me, it is almost unbeliev

tion to set up a special investi- able that we should be here, 2
gating committee. Sponsors said close to October, even discussing
information never sifted thor- this issue. People are running COURIER EXPRESS
oughly points to a conspiracy. around, just plain -Witch hunt
in the Kennedy case and to the ing." Buffalo, New York
possible involvement of more A spokesman for Downing es
than one person in the King timated the enquiry would cost
shooting. from $200,000 to $250,000 for the
,Rep. Thomas N. Downing, D- rest of the year. The House must

Va., told the House, "In the approve money for the investiga-
.else of President Kennedy I am tion separately. 1
convinced there was a conspir- Kennedy's assassination was
aly involved. I do not know the investigated by a special com
identity of the conspirators or mission headed by the late Chief
their motives. That should be in- Justice Earl Warren. One of the
vestigated in depth." members was President Ford,

Earlier, Speaker Carl Albert then minority leader of th
said he is designating Downing House. The commission reportei
as chairman of the 12-member finding no evidence establishin
select committee and Rep. Henry that anyone other than Led
B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., as next Harvey Oswald was involved. [P+-VA+
ranking Democrat. Both have
long been active ini effoirts to re
open the assassination cases.

Delegate Walter Fauntroy of
the District of Columbia said
"new information justifies this Date:
investigation" of the King death. Edition: Four Star
Fauntroy served as Washington
director of the Southern Chris- Author:
tian Leadership Conference Editor:
.when King headed the organiza- Title: ASSASSINATION OF
tion.Til: SS S IA IN O

"The shameful conduct of the / PRES. JOHN F.
FBI with respect ot M'artin .KENNEDYLuther King is enough to con-FBI withrespectrtcMarti
vince us of the need for addition- character:
al investigation," he said. "The or
King assassination has never Classification: 62-1827
teen investigated thoroughly. C
There was never a trial." Submitting Office: BuffalO

[ There was little opposition ex
(pressed in debate on the resolu- Being Investigated
tion,. but Rep. B.F. Sisk, D
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voted Friday to launch new in- complish little.
vestigations into the assassina- "For God's sake, it you have (Indicate page, name of
tions of President John F. Ken- any respect for the dollars of newspaper, city and state.)
nedy and civil rights leader taxpayers, let's vote this resolu-
Martin Luther King. tion down," Sisk said.

It adopted 280 to 65, a resolu- "To me, it is almost unbeliev-

tion to set up a special investi- able that we should be here, 2
gating committee. Sponsors said close to October, even discussing
information never sifted thor- this issue. People are running

around, just plain witch hunt- COURIER EXPRESS
oughly points to a conspiracy
in the Kennedy case and to the ing." Buffalo, New York
possible involvement of more A spokesman for Downing es-
than one person in the King timated the enquiry would cost

shooting. from $200,000 to $250,000 for the
Rep. Thomas N. Downing, D- rest of the year. The House must

Va., told the House, "In the approve money for the investiga-
c.ise of President Kennedy I am tion separately.
convinced there was a conspir- Kennedy's assassination was

any involved. I do not know the investigated by a special com-

identity of the conspirators or mission headed by the late Chief
their motives. That should be in- Justice Earl Warren. One of the
vestigated in depth." members was President Ford,

Earlier, Speaker Carl Albert then minority leader of the
said he is designating Downing House. The commission reported
as chairman of the 12-member finding no evidence establishing
select committee and Rep. Henry that anyone other than Lee
B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., as next Harvey Oswald was involved. 1 44-374
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FBI InvestigMaed Klan, Minutemen
Following Assassination of Dr. King

WASHINGTON (AP) - The members of the Klan, the right- The documents provided the (Indicate page, name of
FBI investigated members of wing Minutemen, "other hate first public details of the FBI newspaper, city and state.)
the Ku Klux Klan and the Min- group members, rabble rousers probe. James Earl Ray, who
utemen in the early days of the and any other individuals known was subsequently arrested
search for Martin Luther King's to have violent proclivities 10- pleaded guilty to shooting King.? 3
assassin, newly disclosed FBI cated within your territories." As a result, the government
documents reveal. The order was sent to FBI never was required to present

Four days after King was field offices in Memphis and its evidence at a trial or any COURIER EXPRESS
lain in Memphis on April 4, Knoxville, Tenn., Birmingham other public forum. Buffalo New York
988, FBI headquarters ordered and Mobile, Ala., Jackson, Ray has since attempted to

on investigation of all known Miss., Milwaukee and Minne- change his plea and obtain a
apolis. trial.

The memo is part of about The first batch of papers dealt
18,000 docunrents compiled by with the early days of the in
the FBI during its investigation vestigation and included no
of the civil rights leaders' death. mention of Ray.
Releasing 442 Pages But three memos identified

Eric Starvo Galt as a suspect.
The FBI is releasing 442 pages That was an alias Ray used,

to comply with requests under
tie Freedom of Information

ct. Officials are screening the April S memo from head
_'est of the files to determine ). -s told i- id of
'hat else will be released. f investigatr

the ij tona4te

whereaboits" af the time King
was shot.

Thos(- without an alibi would
be regarded gs potential sus- 16pects and their fingerprints, ob- Date:
taied from military records Edition: FOUI Staror already on file with the bu
reau, would be checked against Author:
rints found in the rooming Editor:
ouse where the shot was fircd, Title:e memo indicated. MURKIN

Character:
or 4 -7

Classificatio
Submitting Office:Buffalo

Being Investigated
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Following Assassination of Dr. King
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FBI investigated members of wing Minutemen, "other hate first public details of the FBI newspaper, city and state.)
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utemen in the early days of the and any other individuals known was subsequently arrested,
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assassin, newly disclosed FBI cated within your territories." As a result, the government
documents reveal. The order was sent to FBI never was required to present

Four days after King was field offices in Memphis and its evidence at a trial or any COURIER EXPRESS
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other public forum.
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Jim Bishop

James Earl Ray Bought Rifle
For Hunting-'Deer, Perhaps'

on Fearessyndicate Inc. portubity to kill Dr. Martin Carefully he circled the home of
EDITORS NOTE - Jim Luther King. From this point Dr. King, a parking lot, the (Indicate page, name of

Bishop spent three years re- on, he accepted direction and headquarters of the Southern newspaper, city and state.)
searching a biography en- money. It also seems fairly ob- Christian Leadership group, an4
titled, "The Days of Martin vious that "Raoul" represented the Ebenezer Baptist Church
Luther King." The current someone in Birmingham, or He spent a week finding th
congressionalinvestigationin- perhaps a group of whites, places, and studying the roads. 25
to the assassination led him willing to pay a tlird-rate The boss had new orders. The
write an assessment of James criminal to kill King. map was discarded. On March COURIER EXPRESSEarl Ray Jr. Bishop does con- He left prison with $300. He 31, the two drove to Birming
elude that Ray was selected earned $670 at the Indian Trail ham. They found a listing in BufalO, New York
by one or more men of Birm- Restaurant in Chicago. The the Yellow Pages for the
ingham, Ala., to kill King. holdup netted $1,700 - total Aeromarine Supply Co. When
These Ray articles will run $2,670. He bought a white Dr. King flew from Atlanta to
consecutively. Mustang for $1,995, rented a Memphis, he could see the big

SHOCK WAVES s l a m m e d safe deposit box at the Birm- gun shop off the edge of the
through the cell blocks in Jef- ingham Trust Bank, had $2,000 Birmingham Airport.
ferson City. The President had in a savings account, and paid
been assassinated. A convict for food, lodging and prostitutes. A ER O MARINE SOLD
said, "Somebody made a anything a sportsman might
million." Another said, "The JAMES EARL RAY drove to desire. The Smiler found U.
man who murders King will Los Angeles, paid cash for nose Baker behind a counter. H
make another million." A surgery, took a course in
prisoner recalls James Earl bartending (he would need a job would like - well, he would lik
Ray saying, "That's the million in Rhodesia), and drove Charles a rifle. What for? Hunting.
I want to collect." Stein and his sister Rita to New Deer, perhaps. Ray said he

His escape-of-the-week plan Orleans to "have some fun" would hunt up around the Sand
worked on April 23, 1967. He hid and to "meet my boss." Mountains or Arkadelphia. Don
in a bread basket and was Raoul told him "the job" had ald Wood, son of the shop owner,
driven through the gates. His to be postponed for two months. wasn't busy. He listened.
Social Security card listed him He was ordered to return to Los So did John De Shazo, a
as "John L. Raynes." The Angeles and move into the St. customer. Each felt that the
warden offered $50 for hil cap- Francis Hotel. James Earl Ray Smiler knew little about rifles. Date:
ture. rejoined the Steins with $2,500 He hefted many. At last he set- Edition: Four Star

in $20 bills. Raoul had invested tied on a Remington 700,
THE SMILER washed dishes, $8,500 in Ray. He later said he caliber .243 Winchester. He Author:

bought cheap cars, drove from was promised $12,000 more and ordered 20 rounds of am- Editor:
city to city. He held up a store a passport to Rhodesia where, munition. It wouldn't last more Title:
in Montreal and got $1,700. He he was told, the whites rile the than two hours of hunting.
changed his name again: Eric blacks. Oh, yes, he wanted a 2-by-7
S. Galt. He courted a divorcee In the middle of March, 1968, scope mounted. His name, he
and began to spend more the Smiler received orders to said, was Harvey Lowmeyer.
money than he had ever ac- pack and drive to New Orleans. The gun cost $134.95; the scope
cumulated. He arrived on March 20th, and $74.60; the metal base for the or

He told her he ' a sponsor read a message to drive to the scope $20.32; cartridges $4.65, Classificatio
named Raoul. Raoul told him Starlite Motel in Birmingham. Total with tax: $248.59. Ii S
his next move would be to a Dr. King was crosstown at the fingerprints were on every rifle Submitting Office: Buffalo
rooming house at 2608 Highland Gaston Motel. Two paths began he touched.
Ave., Birmingham, Ala. He did to converge. He was gone 90 minutes when
not know Raoul's last name, but Ray phoned in some panic. He
he had a lot of cash and spent THE CHASE was awkward. had bought the wrong gun.
considerable time in Canadian James Earl Ray drove his Could he exchange it in the
travel agencies finding out how white Mustang mercilessly, but morning? This time
to leave Canada for a country he was two days late to catch his magically - he knew exactly
like Rhodesia. man in Mississippi; a day and what he wanted - a Remington D

It seems obvious that some- a half late for a speech in 760; 30.06 caliber. This one FE B
one acquainted w i t h his Camden, Ala., and two days late could stop an elephant . .
prison background (13 years out for a rally in Birmingham.
of 39 behind bars) had offered He drove to Atlanta with his -
Ray is "one big lick," the op- boss. He bought a street . ' -
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Jim Bishop

James Earl Ray Bought Rifle

For Hunting-Deer, Perhaps'
© King Features Syndicate Inc. portubity to kill Dr. Martin Carefully he circled the home of

EDITORS NOTE - Jim Luther King. From this point Dr. King, a parking lot, the (Indicate page, name of
Bishop spent three years re-

on, he accepted direction and headquarters of the Southern newspaper, city and state.)
searching a biography en-

money. It also seems fairly ob- Christian Leadership group, and

titled, "The Days of Martin vious that "Raoul" represented the Ebenezer Baptist Church
Luther King." The current someone in Birmingham, or He spent a week finding the
congressional investigation in-

perhaps a group of whites, places, and studying the roads. 25
to the assassination led him to

willing to pay a third-rate The boss had new orders. The
write an assessment of James criminal to kill King. map was discarded. On March COURIER EXPRESSEarl Ray Jr. Bishop does con- He left prison with $300. He 31, the two drove to Birming-
clude that Ray was selected

earned $670 at the Indian Trail ham. They found a listing in Buffalo, New York
by one or more men of Birm- Restaurant in Chicago. The the Yellow Pages for the
ingham, Ala., to kill King.

holdup netted $1,700 - total Aeromarine Supply Co. When
These Ray articles will run

$2,670. He bought a white Dr. King flew from Atlanta to
consecutively.

Mustang for $1,995, rented a Memphis, he could see the big
SHOCK WAVES slammed safe deposit box at the Birm- gun shop off the edge of the

through the cell blocks in Jef- ingham Trust Bank, had $2,000 Birmingham Airport.
ferson City. The President had in a savings account, and paid
been assassinated. A convict for food, lodging and prostitutes. AEROMARINE SOLD

said, "Somebody made a anything a sportsman might
million." Another said, "The JAMES EARL RAY drove to desire. The Smiler found U. L.
man who murders King will Los Angeles, paid cash for nose

Baker behind a counter. He
make another million." A surgery, took a course in

prisoner recalls James Earl bartending (he would need a job would like - well, he would like

Ray saying, "That's the million in Rhodesia), and drove Charles a rifle. What for? Hunting.
I want to collect." Stein and his sister Rita to New Deer, perhaps. Ray said he

His escape-of-the-week plan Orleans to "have some fun" would hunt up around the Sand 1 - 100-18626
worked on April 23, 1967. He hid and to "meet my boss." Mountains or Arkadelphia. Don-

in a bread basket and was Raoul told him "the job" had ald Wood, son of the shop owner,

driven through the gates. His to be postponed for two months. wasn't busy. He listened.

Social Security card listed him He was ordered to return to Los So did John De Shazo, a

as "John L. Raynes." The Angeles and move into the St. customer. Each felt that the

warden offered $50 for his cap- Francis Hotel. James Earl Ray Smiler knew little about rifles. Date: 1/27/77
ture. rejoined the Steins with $2,500 He hefted many. At last he set- Edition: Four Star

in $20 bills. Raoul had invested tled on a Remington 700,
caliber .243 Winchester. He Author:

THE SMILER washed dishes, $8,500 in Ray. He later said he

bought cheap cars, drove from was promised $12,000 more and ordered 20 rounds of am- Editor:
city to city. He held up a store a passport to Rhodesia where, munition. It wouldn't last more Title: MURK IN
in Montreal and got $1,700. He he was told, the whites rile the than two hours of hunting.

changed his name again: Eric blacks. Oh, yes, he wanted a 2-by-7

S. Galt. He courted a divorcee In the middle of March, 1968, scope mounted. His name, he

and began to spend more the Smiler received orders to said, was Harvey Lowmeyer. Character:
money than he had ever ac- pack and drive to New Orleans. The gun cost $134.95; the scope

cumulated. He arrived on March 20th, and $74.60; the metal base for the or

He told her he a sponsor read a message to drive to the scope $20.32; cartridges $4.65 Classification: 44-374-409
named Raoul. Raoul told him Starlite Motel in Birmingham. Total with tax: $248.59. His
his next move would be to a Dr. King was crosstown at the fingerprints were on every rifle Submitting Office: Buffalo
rooming house at 2608 Highland Gaston Motel. Two paths began he touched.
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Ave., Birmingham, Ala. He did to converge. He was gone 90 minutes when
not know Raoul's last name, but Ray phoned in some panic. He
he had a lot of cash and spent THE CHASE was awkward. had bought the wrong gun.
considerable time in Canadian James Earl Ray drove his Could he exchange it in the EARCHED
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to leave Canada for a country he was two days late to catch his magically - he knew exactly
like Rhodesia. man in Mississippi; a day and what he wanted - a Remington

It seems obvious that some- a half late for a speech in 760; 30.06 caliber. This one FEB 2 1977
one acquainted with his Camden, Ala., and two days late could stop an elephant
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Jim Bishop

Evidence Points to Conspiracy
In Assassination of Dr. King

KNi Features Syndrcate Inc. asked, cash-in-advance place. NEIGHBORHOOD BLAC KS (Indicate page, name of
THE WHITE MUSTANG Bessie Brewer was accustomed collected around the limousine, newspaper, city and state.)

.cruised the streets of Memphis to unwashed drunks.vShe looked looking up. They wanted, just
slowly. James Earl Ray was up at Ray and saw a brown once, to see the round face of

suit, a figured tie, a clean, the man who fought their fight 1
ready for his "one big lick." smiling face. He wanted a room in peace. Rev. Jesse Jackson
The Memphis newspaper stated in the back. watched Dr. King emerge from
that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. She had a 5-B. There was a 6- his room, patting aftershave COURIER EXPRESS
was staying at the Lorraine B, next to the bathroom, but it lotion. "You remember Ben Buffalo, New York
Motel with his entourage. The was occupied by a man and a Branch?" Rev. Mr. Jackson

woman. Ray paid Mrs. Brewer said.
Smiler had to find a room facing $8.50 for a week's rent. After Dr. King stopped at the ra'
King's quartks that, he spent considerable time and looked down. "I remember

A loser works twice as hard in and out of the bathroom. As him from Chicago," he said
as a winner. Driving past the always, Ray had forgotten "He played 'Precious Lord.'
Lorraine, Ray surely noticed something. Binoculars. Rev. Bernard Lee said that Dr.
that the backs of sleazy room- King should wear a topcoat.
ing houses on Main St. looked I was 3:30 p.m., April 4th. Across the street, the Smilerdown on Dr. King's room. The The sun would he down at 6:30. put the binoculars down, pulleddistance was 225 feet. Staring He drove to the York Arms Co., the heavy rifle up, and stared
through a rifle scope, the target near Beale St., and bought 7-by- through the crosshairs.
would appear to be 32 feet dis- 50 glasses. He was impatient to
tant. pay the $41.55. When he re- "Ben," Dr. King said, "make

turnd t Mai, h foud asure you play 'Precious Lord,It is certain that he had help. turned to Main, he found a ee
His trunk held men's clothing parking space in front of Mrs. Trety for m lay it "

sutbefrasotsedr Brewer's rooming house, pretty, for me. "Hey guys," i.- 1 - _suitable for a short slender BRev. Mr. Kyles yelled. "Come
man - not Ray's size. The o. es ako okdua
ashtray was deep with dead IN ROOM 6-B, Charles Ste on." sse Jacksoa ooked up at
butts. Ray never smoked. The phens and his common-law wife ,,
car carpet on the right front heard the whispered footsteps ,P
seat was thick with caked mud. In and out of the bathroom. Ray THERE WAS A SOUND like Date:
Ray was obsessively neat. locked himself in. He stood in two flat boards being slapped Edition: Four StarOn April 1st, 1968, the Smiler the bathtub, punched a rusty together. The bullet, flying Author:

later, he had $1,050 in his screen out and down into the three times the speed of sound, Editor:
yard, and raked the porch of caught Dr. King a half-inch

pocket. His anonymous boss the Lorraine with the binocu- below the right side of his lip, Title:
told him to get out of town: go lars. Someone turned the bath- shattered his jaw, m o v e d
Riverside Dr.,o theft,nss go room doorknob, and walked downward and severed his spiRiverside Dr., turn left, go away nal cord. The shot slamme
doiwn Ratr s5make a pigt and Shim backwards against th Character:drive across the Memphis- Someone came back. Ray wall. o
Arkansas Bridge and head for said, "In a minute!" His w or
Birmingham. Or get on 78 and fingerprints were all over the Aowh a emclassification:
into the state of Misisssippi. windowsill, on the wall, and on Room 308. He was James Laue, Caettain

There would be money. Lots the tub. He left. He waited. He sent by the FBI to shadow Dr. Submitting Office: Buffalo
of it. An airline ticket was returned. The second floor King wherever he went. He was E Being Investigated
ready for a flght to Canada. porch of the Lorraine was alive too late to do anything._Q
rdo here ght to ndon a n oJames Earl Ray was spotted

From there to London. Then on with traffic, by a roomer, Willy Anchues, as ExEX
to Lisbon for a final conference At 6 p.m. a limousine stopped he left the bathroom. "That HuLiA;
before flying to Rhodesia. The below the porch. The blacks sounded like a shot," Anchues
U.S. had no extradition treaty began to emerge from Room said. Ray nodded. "Yes," he
with Rhodesia. It was a place, 306 of the Lorraine. Rev. Billy said. "It was." F 2 17
he had been told, where the Kyles said they had to leave at Was there a conspiracy to killblacks "knew their place." once for dinner. He waited on Dr. King? You bet there wasan outside stairwell. Rev. An- : -a1--BuFFALO

THE ROOMING HOUSE on drew Young started down the
Main was a cheap, no-questions- steps. __-__-_

FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Jim Bishop

Evidence Points to Conspiracy
In Assassination of Dr. King

© King Features Syndicate Inc. asked, cash-in-advance place. NEIGHBORHOOD BLACKS (Indicate page, name of
THE WHITE MUSTANG Bessie Brewer was accustomed collected around the limousine, newspaper, city and state.)

cruised the streets of Memphis to unwashed drunks vShe looked looking up. They wanted, just

slowly. James Earl Ray was up at Ray and saw a brown once, to see the round face of
suit, a figured tie, a clean, the man who fought their fight

ready for his "one big lick." 23
smiling face. He wanted a room in peace. Rev. Jesse Jackson

The Memphis newspaper stated in the back. watched Dr. King emerge from
that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. She had a 5-B. There was a 6- his room, patting aftershave COURIER EXPRESS
was staying at the Lorraine B, next to the bathroom, but it lotion. "You remember Ben Buffalo, New York
Motel with his entourage. The was occupied by a man and a Branch?" Rev. Mr. Jackson

woman. Ray paid Mrs. Brewer said.
Smiler had to find a room facing $8.50 for a week's rent. After Dr. King stopped at the rail
King's quarters.

that, he spent considerable time and looked down. "I remember
A loser works twice as hard

in and out of the bathroom. As him from Chicago," he said.
as a winner. Driving past the
Lorraine, Ray surely noticed always, Ray had forgotten "He played 'Precious Lord.'

that the backs of sleazy room- something. Binoculars. Rev. Bernard Lee said that Dr.

ing houses on Main St. looked It was 3:30 p.m., April 4th. King should wear a topcoat.

The sun would be down at 6:30.
Across the street, the Smiler

down on Dr. King's room. The
distance was 225 feet. Staring He drove to the York Arms Co., put the binoculars down, pulled

through a rifle scope, the target near Beale St., and bought 7-by-
the heavy rifle up, and stared

would appear to be 32 feet dis- 50 glasses. He was impatient to through the crosshairs.

pay the $41.55. When he re- "Ben," Dr. King said, "make
tant.

turned to Main, he found a sure you play 'Precious Lord,It is certain that he had help.
His trunk held men's clothing parking space in front of Mrs. Take My Hand.' Play it real

Brewer's rooming house. pretty, for me." "Hey guys," 1 - 100-18626
suitable for a short slender Rev. Mr. Kyles yelled. "Come
man - not Ray's size. The
ashtray was deep with dead IN ROOM 6-B, Charles Ste- on." Jesse Jackson looked up at

Dr. King and said "Oh, Doc
butts. Ray never smoked. The phens and his common-law wife
car carpet on the right front heard the whispered footsteps
seat was thick with caked mud. Date: 1/28/77in and out of the bathroom. Ray THERE WAS A SOUND like
Ray was obsessively neat.

locked himself in. He stood in two flat boards being slapped Edition: Four Star
On April 1st, 1968, the Smiler

had $10.50 in cash. Two days
the bathtub, punched a rusty together. The bullet, flying Author:
screen out and down into the three times the speed of sound,

later, he had $1,050 in his
yard, and raked the porch of caught Dr. King a half-inch Editor:

pocket. His anonymous boss MURKIN
the Lorraine with the binocu- below the right side of his lip, Title:

told him to get out of town: go lars. Someone turned the bath- shattered his jaw, moved
a few blocks to the Arkansas-

room doorknob, and walked downward and severed his spi-Riverside Dr., turn left, go
down Rt. 55, make a right and away. nal cord. The shot slammed

Someone came back. Ray him backwards against the Character:
drive across the Memphis-

said, "In a minute!" His wall.
Arkansas Bridge and head for or

fingerprints were all over the A white man emerged from
Birmingham. Or get on 78 and Classification:Room 308. He was James Laue, 44-374-410
into the state of Misisssippi. windowsill, on the wall, and on

There would be money. Lots the tub. He left. He waited. He sent by the FBI to shadow Dr. Submitting Office: Buffalo
of it. An airline ticket was returned. The second floor King wherever he went. He was

ready for a flight to Canada. porch of the Lorraine was alive too late to do anything. Being Investigated

with traffic. James Earl Ray was spottedFrom there to London. Then on by a roomer, Willy Anchues, as ARCHED INDEXED
to Lisbon for a final conference At 6 p.m. a limousine stopped he left the bathroom. "That SERIALIZED FILED
before flying to Rhodesia. The below the porch. The blacks sounded like a shot," Anchues
U.S. had no extradition treaty began to emerge from Room said. Ray nodded. "Yes," he
with Rhodesia. It was a place, 306 of the Lorraine. Rev. Billy #2

said. "It was." FEB 2 1977
he had been told, where the Kyles said they had to leave at Was there a conspiracy to kill
blacks "knew their place." once for dinner. He waited on Dr. King? You bet there was

an outside stairwell. Rev. An- FBI-BUFFALO
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FBI Investigation Concludes Ray
Acted Alone in King Assassination

United Press International / this period in order to support
WASHINGTON, Feb. 18 - A thorough FBI investi- himself."

gation, indicates James' Earl Ray -acted alone in the THE TASK Force members
1968 assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the. also said that they "found no (Indicate page, name of

Justice Department announced today. evidence of any 'complicity" in

"In all the years following the assassination by the FBI
the assassination, the investi- kill King "if the price was or the Memphis Police De
gation has failed to reveal any right." partment.r
connection between .anyalleged "The oivly new evidence that h e r, toeleads tohaih
conspirator(s) and James Earl wase devlope relatedc tat check some leads that might~ UFL V NN
Ray - including those-alleged tais that dinotr et the t - have erased some lingering BUFFALO EVENING NEW
by Ray himself," the 201-page mate coiclusion that James mysteri about the case, the Buffalo, New York

reoto ivsiainreport said.___
rept on the investigation Earl Ray was the properly con- This included indications that

victed murderer," the Justice one or both of Ray's brothers
"Indeed, the oveiwhelming Department said, in releasing helped him escape in 1967 from

evidence indicates that Ray the report. -the Missouri State Prison.
was almost totally alone during r a: The FBI learned about that
the year after his escape from, 1 RAY IS serving a 99-year possibility after Ray was cap
Missouri State Prison" before prison sentence in Tennessee. tured in England on June 8,
he shot Dr. King in Memphis, The Task Force said it was, 1968, but failed to check it be
Tenn., the report said. "satisfied" that the ";FBI did a cause it apparently was consid

* * credible and a thorough job in ered unimportant then, the task
HOWEVER, THE investiga- attempting to identify a n y force said.

tion, ordered by former Atty. possible conspiracy or persons FOR t
Gen. Edward Levi, was. unable who could have been involved harass Dr. King and discredit
to determine the source of the in the murder." him as a civil rights leader theifunds Ray used to buy equip- It said the FBI focused on task force called the campaign
ment and then escape abroad finding sources of funds Ray clearly improper but recom
before his capture, the report used in his wide 'travels before mended against prosecution of
said. B u t it suggested the and after the assassination, fol- anyone involved.
money came from robberies lowing his escape from prison. The late FBI Director J.
possibly committed by Ray. Checks of Ray's possible in- .Edgar Hoover instigated the

The report, developed by the volvement in various bank rob- harassment of Dr. King. He 2/18/77Justice Department's "Martin beries occurring in that period . and some of. his top lieutenants Date:
Luther King Task Force," proved negative,, th e report are dead, and other top aides t Edition: City
found that during Ray's impris- said. It added: involved are retired from, the
onment in Missouri State '"It is the bureau's 'opinion bureau, the report noted. Author:
Prison he had told inmates he that Ray most likely commit- "They are beyond the reach Editor:
"hated Negroes" and vowed on 'ted on a periodic basis several "of disciplinary action," the task Title: URKINi gJ~ccasions that he would robberies an aries during force said."

Character:

or

Classification. 4-374
Submitting Office: Buffa O
U Being Investigated
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FBI Investigation Concludes Ray
Acted Alone in King Assassination

United Press International this period in order to support
WASHINGTON, Feb. 18 - A thorough FBI investi- himself."

gation indicates James Earl Ray acted alone in the THE TASK Force members
1968 assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the. also said that they "found no (Indicate page, name of

Justice Department announced today. evidence of any complicity" in newspaper, city and state.)

"In all the years following the assassination by the FBI
the assassination, the investi- kill King "if the price was or the Memphis Police De-

gation has failed to reveal any right." partment. 8
connection between any alleged However, the FBI failed to

"The only new evidence that
conspirator(s) and James Earl check some leads that might

was developed related to de-
Ray - including those- alleged have erased some lingering BUFFALO EVENING NEWS

tails that did not affect the últi-
by Ray himself," the 201-page mysteries about the case, the

mate conclusion that James Buffalo, New York
report on the investigation report said.

Earl Ray was the properly con-
stated. This included indications that

victed murderer," the Justice one or both of Ray's brothers
"Indeed, the overwhelming Department said in releasing helped him escape in 1967 from

evidence indicates that Ray the report. the Missouri State Prison.
was almost totally alone during The FBI learned about that
the year after his escape from
Missouri State Prison" before

RAY IS serving a 99-year possibility after Ray was cap-
prison sentence in Tennessee. tured in England on June 8,

he shot Dr. King in Memphis, The Task Force said it was 1968, but failed to check it be-
Tenn., the report said. "satisfied" that the "FBI did a cause it apparently was consid-

* credible and a thorough job in ered unimportant then, the task
HOWEVER, THE investiga- attempting to identify any force said.

tion, ordered by former Atty.
*

possible conspiracy or persons AS FOR the FBI's efforts to
Gen. Edward Levi, was unable who could have been involved
to determine the source of the harass Dr. King and discreditin the murder." him as a civil rights leader, the
funds Ray used to buy equip- It said the FBI focused on task force called the campaignment and then escape abroad finding sources of funds Ray clearly improper but recom-
before his capture, the report used in his wide travels before mended against prosecution of
said. But it suggested the and after the assassination, fol- anyone involved.
money came from robberies lowing his escape from prison. The late FBI Director J.
possibly committed by Ray. Checks of Ray's possible in- Edgar Hoover instigated the

The report, developed by the volvement in various bank rob- harassment of Dr. King. He
Justice Department's "Martin beries occurring in that period and some of his top lieutenants Date: 2/18/77
Luther King Task Force," proved negative, the report are dead, and other top aides Edition: Cityfound that during Ray's impris- said. It added: involved are retired from the
onment in Missouri State "It is the bureau's opinion bureau, the report noted. Author:

Prison he had told inmates he that Ray most likely commit- "They are beyond the reach Editor:
"hated Negroes" and vowed on ted on a periodic basis several of disciplinary (action," the task
several occasions that he would robberies and burglaries during force said." Title: MURKIN

Character:

or

Classification 44-374-411
Submitting Office: Buffalo
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FBI Given Clean Bill
In King Slaying Probe

© New York Times News Service headed by Justice Dept. attorney Michael
WASHINGTON - A major Justice Dept. E. Shaheen, Jr., concluded that although

enquiry has concluded that the Federal the FBI's surveillance of King had become
Bureau of Investigation probe of the murder "twisted." the bureau's subsequent in- (Indicate pag na of
of Rev. Martin Luther King was "through- vestigation of his murder in 1968 had been newspaper, city and state.)
ly, honestly, and successfully" conducted, a "credible and thorough job."
and that the best available evidence sug- The release of the report at this time
gests that the convicted murderer, James could further cloud the future of the Special
Earl Ray, acted alone. House Committee established to investigate

The Justice Dept. investigators, who the deaths of President Kennedy and King, COURTER EXPRESS
made an eight-month review of the FBI's since opponents of that investigation are Bufffalo, New York
handling of/ the case, also concluded that likely to argue that a further study of the
the bureau may have had grounds for Xing assassination is likely to be duplicative
starting a security investigation of King, but and unnecessary.
that its six-year surveillance was clearly
unwarranted.

The report released Friday said that
the FBI never developed evidence that
King had any affiliation with the Com
munist Party, and that it was the personal
feuding between him and the late FBI
director, J. Edgar Hoover - not legitimate
national security concerns - that resulted
in the bureau's "determination to discredit
Dr. King."
Ordered Last April

The Justice Dept. investigation was
ordered by then-Atty. Gen. Edward H.
Levi, in April, 1976, after the Senate Intel
ligence Committee hqti disclosed that the
bureau had engaged in a six-year surveil
lance of the civil rights leader that had in
cluded the use of wiretaps, electronic bugs, Date: 2 19 77
and paid informants, and that it had at-, Edii FOUT tar
tempted to discredit him by circulating
stories about his personal life. Author:

. In light of these disclosures, Levi or- Editor:
dered an investigation to determine whether Title:MURKIN

-' the bureau might have been in any way
involved in the assassination, whether its

. investigation of the murder had been
"thorough and honest," and whether there
was any new evidence that might warrant Character:
a reopaning of the case. or

After sorting through more than 200,000 ' Classification 4 4- 3 74
documents and interviewing approximately iI
40 witnesses, a team of lawyer-investigators Subnutting Office:

- - -- C, Being Investigated
AKLIt _______I,'LAL

3lALIU _J~ FILED
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FBI Given Clean Bill
In King Slaying Probe

© New York Times News Service headed by Justice Dept. attorney Michael
WASHINGTON - A major Justice Dept. E. Shaheen, Jr., concluded that although

enquiry has concluded that the Federal the FBI's surveillance of King had become
"twisted." the bureau's subsequent in- (Indicate page, name of

Bureau of Investigation probe of the murder newspaper, city and state.)
of Rev. Martin Luther King was "through- vestigation of his murder in 1968 had been

ly, honestly, and successfully" conducted, a "credible and thorough job.
and that the best available evidence sug- The release of the report at this time 17gests that the convicted murderer, James could further cloud the future of the Special
Earl Ray, acted alone. House Committee established to investigate

the deaths of President Kennedy and King, COURIER EXPRESSThe Justice Dept. investigators, who
made an eight-month review of the FBI's since opponents of that investigation are Buffalo, New York
handling of/ the case, also concluded that likely to argue that a further study of the
the bureau may have had grounds for King assassination is likely to be duplicative
starting a security investigation of King, but and unnecessary.
that its six-year surveillance was clearly
unwarranted.

The report released Friday said that
the FBI never developed evidence that
King had any affiliation with the Com-
munist Party, and that it was the personal
feuding between him and the late FBI
director, J. Edgar Hoover - not legitimate
national security concerns - that resulted
in the bureau's "determination to discredit
Dr. King."

Ordered Last April
The Justice Dept. investigation was

ordered by then-Atty. Gen. Edward H.
Levi, in April, 1976, after the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee had disclosed that the
bureau had engaged in a six-year surveil-
lance of the civil rights leader that had in-
cluded the use of wiretaps, electronic bugs, Date: 2/19/77
and paid informants, and that it had at- Edition: Four Star
tempted to discredit him by circulating
stories about his personal life. Author:

In light of these disclosures, Levi or- Editor:
dered an investigation to determine whether Title: MURKINthe bureau might have been in any way
involved in the assassination, whether its
investigation of the murder had been
"thorough and honest," and whether there
was any new evidence that might warrant Character:
a reopaning of the case.

After sorting through more than 200,000 ASACM
or

Classification
documents and interviewing approximately 44-374-412
40 witnesses, a team of lawyer-investigators LASH Submitting Office: Buffalo
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neorrborated'.
Pot Evidence

t C l - (Indicate page, name of
WASHINGTON UI - The director Richard A. Sprague newspaper, city and state.)

House Assassinations Commit- said he had uncorroborated evitee's chief investigator said dence "indicating that others 2Wednesday there is "uncorro- may have had knowledge of orborated" evidence of conspir- participated in .the assassina
, acies in the murders of Presi- tion" of King, and that "there COURIER EXPRESS

dent John F. Kennedy and Dr. was prior knowledge on the part 11ff^10 New YorkMvlartin Luther King Jr. of some individuals of the Ken
But as the panel met for nedy assassination before it oc

briefings behind closed doors curred." He gave no further
Chairman Louis Stokes, , details. ASSASSINATWIN OF
would say only that the in- Previous Enquiries P S NT JOHN F.formation was "highly specula- All previous official enquiries, KENNEDY, DALLASi tive." snd that it wvas too early hav reote o vdec o AEXS - .!26
to know whether it could be show that the slaying of -1/ /63
verified or whcre it might lead. nedy in Dallas in 1933 resulted MISC. INFO. CONCE I
Siff 'lany Leads' from a plot, or that James Earl _

He said the committee, which Ray had accomplices i the
still must prove to the House shooting of King in Memphis in
that its proposed enquiries into 19: The most recent such find
the two assassinations are justi- ing 2n the King case was a re
fied, faces the task of sifting port by the Justice Dept.
through "many lends" that a]- IDespite conflict with the pre
ready have cm e to it, and viously published conclusions, 1 44-374must regain access to FBI and Stokes said Sprague's report
other government agency files. an efort to sensation

The committee and its staff alize.
have "no preconceived nations , He said one of the commit
Stokes said. but are "proceed- tee's first moves would be to
ing from ground zero" in prob- meet with Atty. Gen. Griffin Date: 3/ 0/ 7
ing anew the Kennedy and King 1Bell to ask that the FBI's files Edition: FOur Star
assassinations. be reopened to the panel's in

As the panel convened, staff 1vestigators. . Author:
- . Says Files Needed Editor:

Access to the FBI files had Title:
been cut off at the request of
former chainman Henry B. Gon
zalez, D-Tex., whose feud with

- Sprague had virtually paralyzed Character:
the committee fo,- the last two orweehs and raised doubts as to 67 -1827

/ whether the House would ap- Classification:
prove its continued existence Submitting Office:BuffalO
beyond tihe end of this month. n t

__ ~ ~ ~ . O__...__.. Being Investigated
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Uncorroborated9

Plot Evidence
In Deaths Claimed (Indicate page, name of

WASHINGTON (A) - The director Richard A. Sprague
newspaper, city and state.)

House Assassinations Commit- said he had uncorroborated evi-tee's chief investigator said dence "indicating that others
Wednesday there is "uncorro- may have had knowledge of or 2
borated" evidence of conspir- participated in the assassina-
acies in the murders of Presi- tion" of King, and that "there COURIER EXPRESS
dent John F. Kennedy and Dr. was prior knowledge on the part
Martin Luther King Jr. of some individuals of the Ken- Buffalo, New York

But as the panel met for nedy assassinatien before it OC-

briefings behind closed doors,
curred." He gave no further

Chairman Louis Stokes, D-Ohio,
details. ASSASSINATION OF

would say only that the in- Previous Enquiries PRESIDENT JOHN F.
formation was "highly specula- All previous official enquiriestive." and that it was too early KENNEDY, DALLAS,have reported no evidence toto know whether it could be show that the slaying of Ken- TEXAS - 11/22/63
verified or where it might lead. nedy in Dallas in 1963 resulted MISC. - INFO. CONCERN
Sift 'Many Leads' from a plot, or that James Earl

He said the committee, which Ray had accomplices in the
still must prove to the House shooting of King in Memphis in
that its proposed enquiries into 1968. The most recent such find-
the two assassinations are justi- ing in the King case was a re-
fied, faces the task of sifting port by the Justice Dept.
through "many leads" that al- Despite conflict with the pre-
ready have come to it, and viously published conclusions, 1 44-374
must regain access to FBI and Stokes said Sprague's report
other government agency files. was "not an effort to sensation-

The committee and its staff alize."
have "no preconceived notions," He said one of the commit-
Stokes said. but are "proceed- tee's first moves would be to
ing from ground zero" in prob-

meet with Atty. Gen. Griffin Date: 3/10/77
ing anew the Kennedy and King

Bell to ask that the FBI's files Edition: Four Star
assassinations. be reopened to the panel's in-

As the panel convened, staff vestigators. Author:

Says Files Needed Editor:

Access to the FBI files had Title:
been cut off at the request of
former chairman Henry B. Gon-
zalez, D-Tex., whose feud with
Sprague had virtually paralyzed Character:
the committee for the last two or
weeks and raised doubts as to
whether the House would ap- Classification: 62-1827
prove its continued existence Submitting Office Buffalo
beyond the end of this month.
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Ray Says He Was Framed'
WASHINGTON 0PI - James will clear him in a new court Who," in his first television in

Earl Ray contended in an in- -proceeding. terview since the assassination
terview broadcast nationally But Ray shed no new light on April 4, 1968, in Memphis. The (Indicate page, name of
Tuesday night that he had been who killed King if he did not, or interview took place at Brushy newspaper, city and state.)

sent to have a tire fixed when why. He said, as he has before, Mountain State Prison i n
Dr. Martin Luther King was that his only contact with the Petros, Tenn.
assassinated and that he was set murder was through a Latin Pleaded Guilty 2
up to take the blame. . named Raoul. He said he Ray pleaded guilty to killing

Ray, convicted of killing thought Raoul was conducting a King but tried to recant that COURIER EXPRESS
King, said "investigations by gun-running operation. plea three days later and his ef- Buffalo, New York
people representing me" are Ray made the comments on forts since then to get a new
producing evidence he thinks the CBS-TV program "Who's trial have been turned down.

Date: 3/16/77
Edition: Four Star
Author:
Editor:
Title: MURKIN

Character:
.or

Classification: 44374
Submitting Office:ElffaO
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Ray Says He Was Framed
WASHINGTON (A) - James will clear him in a new court Who," in his first television in-

Earl Ray contended in an in- proceeding. terview since the assassination

terview broadcast nationally But Ray shed no new light on April 4, 1968, in Memphis. The (Indicate page, name of
Tuesday night that he had been who killed King if he did not, or interview took place at Brushy newspaper, city and state.)

sent to have a fire fixed when why. He said, as he has before, Mountain State Prison in
Dr. Martin Luther King was that his only contact with the Petros, Tenn.

assassinated and that he was set murder was through a Latin Pleaded Guilty 2
up to take the blame. named Raoul. He said he Ray pleaded guilty to killing

Ray, convicted of killing thought Raoul was conducting a King but tried to recant that COURIER EXPRESS
King, said "investigations by gun-running operation. plea three days later and his ef- Buffalo, New York
people representing me" are Ray made the comments on forts since then to get a new
producing evidence he thinks the CBS-TV program "Who's trial have been turned down.

Date: 3/16/77
Edition: Four Star
Author:
Editor:
Title: MURKIN

Character:

or
Classification: 44-374
Submitting Office: Buffalo
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New Rep rt of Plot
TolillKingProbed

LOUISVILLE, Ky.. (M - The "What I'm saying," Snyder
House Select Committee on As- said, "is those blanks need to
sassinations, is investigating al- he protected if there's nothin_
legatipns, from 't aman, who
claims. several members' of a' to this. And if it is an accurate (Indicate page, name of
police, departinent and FBI ' allegation that he's made, then newspaper, city and state.)
agents plotted to dil Rev. Dr. the author of the letter needs to
Maitin Luther 'King Jr., Rep. be protected. The committee is
M. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., said A-8
Saturday. investigating'it."

. Snyder said he met the man Snyder said he formet police- COURIER EXPRESS
"face to face" and that "he ap- man claimed he was offered
peared to be rational, a logical $50W,000 on two occasions to kill BL Ofalo,. Nez w York
kind of man." . King.

Snyder said. he gta ,letter
from the man and listened to a
tape the ma'n' said he made of
the alleged assassination plot.
Snyder refused 4'-say whether
the man or the ?police depart
ment involved wefe in Kentuc
ky.

Asked why the'man contacted
him and let: hint listen to a
copy of the tape recording, Sny
der 'said, "He,imay have just
been looking for' someone with
nerve, a fighter."
Reads Part of Letter

Snyder read part of the lettera
and used, the word "'blank"
where the man had.used names.

"I retired from (blank). Police
Dept. in (blank)' after--serving . Date: 3/20/77
(blank) years," Snyder quoted E FOur Star
the 'letter as'saying.' "While I Edition:
was in- th Police Dept. J was Author:
innocently involved in a con- Editor:
spiracy to assassinate Dr. Mar- Eito:
tin Luther King. Title:

"Involved in this conspiracy
were agents .of the Federal
'Bureau :of Investigation, agents
((blank), (blank), and (blank) Character:
and others that Idid not know," ' or
Snyder said, continuing to read Classificatio 44374
the letter. "Members of the
(blank) Police Dept., 'Chief of. Submitting Office:t o' -a"O
Detectives Capt. (blank), Lt.
(blank), Officer (blank),' Lt.[ E Being Investigated
(blank) of the Homicide Bureau
and president of the FOP Sgt. ''

(blank)."
FOP stands for Fraiternal Or

der of Police, an organizdtion
for police officers.
Protecting identities MAR 21 7

Snyder said he could not di
vulge the names listed. in the.
letter or the identity of the man
who contacted him.

v. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

New Report of Plot

ToKillKing Probed
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) - The "What I'm saying," Snyder

House Select Committee on As- said, "is those blanks need to
sassinations is investigating al- be protected if there's nothing
legations from a man who
claims: several members of a to this. And if it is an accurate (Indicate page, name of
police, departinent and FBI allegation that he's made, then newspaper, city and state.)
agents plotted to kill Rev. Dr. the author of the letter needs to
Martin Luther King Jr., Rep. be protected. The committee is
M. Gene Snyder R-Ky., said

investigating it." A-8
Saturday:

Snyder said he met the man Snyder said he former police- COURIER EXPRESS
"face to face" and that "he ap- man claimed he was offered

peared to be rational, a logical $500,000 on two occasions to kill Buffalo, New York
kind of man." King.

Snyder said he got a letter
from the man and listened to a
tape the man said he made of
the alleged assassination plot.
Snyder refused to say whether
the man or the police depart-
ment involved were in Kentuc-
ky.

Asked why the man contacted
him and let him listen to a
copy of the tape recording, Sny-
der said, "He may have just
been looking for someone with
nerve, a fighter."

Reads Part of Letter

Snyder read part of the letter
and used the word 'blank"
where the man had used names.

"I retired from (blank). Police
Dept. in (blank): after**serving Date: 3/20/77
(blank) years," Snyder quoted
the letter as saying. "While I Edition: Four Star
was in the Police Dept. I was Author:
innocently involved -in a con- Editor:
spiracy to assassinate Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King.

Title: MURKIN

"Involved in this conspiracy
were agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, agents
(blank), (blank) and (blank) Character:

and others that Idid not know," or
Snyder said, continuing to read Classification 44-374
the letter. "Members of the
(blank) Police Dept., Chief of Submitting Office: Buffalo
Detectives Capt. (blank); Lt.
(blank), Officer (blank), Lt. Being Investigated

(blank) of the Homicide Bureau
and president of the FOP Sgt. 44-374-415
(blank)." ARCHES INDEXED

FOP stands for Fraternal Or- EMALIZED FILED

der of Police, an organization
for police officers. #2Protecting Identities MAR 21 1977

Snyder said he could not di-
vulge the names listed in the
letter or the identity of the man
who contacted him.
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; erryRay was hn 1968
Svoted lieutenant of GeorgiaPC~be S ` laroj~erJes . Stoner, leader1
; of racist National StatesPo e s y ;:3ti arty," the author sa i.

.RaoU' Is ,; Jery' Ray .was last: reported~
" _, 1 ` ~rxrli. in4Cicago thiey sa7ib.

C~~th Jwrl inaot syPry

r t, Jamies' Earl Ry
uented brass Inter, tta1wI leid lawyer has cnfinmed

WASHINGTON, Maie' tha' once said le was
Two independent mrve th c mpaniedby h ~s brothrr (Indicate page, name of
claimed Sunday 'the m" 8 Q 29, 196$ when 'he 1ent newspaper, city and state.)
``Raotrl whm Jani,rl 'k':purchase" bhe rifde found

' 1ay lames for ithe as as~itia 'later;'by police it epi
ttwa es Martin Luther! , pMenihiep
s 's younger rcn te eu it'isttgation, concluded .th'at

j iy'I (irving aJ93ames Earl` Ray 'alone killedgay isservin a"fli"Kingn but noted'that Jexrykte Ce An "'a ".bennessee lpritbh ay alder and nbetted BUFFALO EVENING NE
aftrj pleaditigguilty to the 1988 ' tHer after his escape froin A Buff.alo New Yok
murder 6f Dr King rin'y ni~, ui~ li d to the FBI-

pis `He later cang' i s ab tllte eg t and nature;ei
story and asked for new "with his brather
a yng he was the pt gr 'i o e;hdt >att,f
Man identifled only as RaouI; lintitatiohs not expired, have
Canadian who aliegedly aid4d y l)aiM1to prosecution
acid fanaincedhim "i 'en4le, Rp

parid 'S Lifton a n d~ JOE! nyder~R,K. said he under
ehen claim in an article thet 4ands the;House Assassln

`apil edition of New Tines n 'has cis~hiiagai tat'in his'testiny right ubstantial leads" about,~Ray substituted the 'anon-exist- p udr bsd~no~eiW4,"Racoul'. for -his'"brother niuing mue r e ~dn f'Ir
Tery. r a' A~ ''rN;>#`l ke assassinationt plot by FB1

IR. Y:YFTON told" UPISM j# fep. Syder said durjng hebtrfed 'House Assass'i!kii ' that a rtiied pliceCominttee investigators,., tiil , ,him last mnnthcuniiigcounselRobert Le r,
tiif~w ds M,hin'Jiay;ngclt f (ln 'gthree FBT agents and

~couiise Richard:S e"a~4~ v ¶'jlie or. four police officers"
'be inferviewing Ray at B ;r Date: in2e adtep
Mui,P Prisoiil claimed hewas offer3

.. t e, i >00o to commit th Edition: ty
' to the Author:aAulrdi t temgie R'''Snyder~ declined~ Edio

rticle, yhas desr i1 i offic y or Editor
s'he'met Raoul inva Motrea dear lce i.ce But UP! learned that MURK INi 1966 entered into a' p y ittli:
glrng suieewith him v a~ A~ 1nlcve high raiking'poltce ,and.

pronired mony~~if'he- t ,agents from'Louisille'
-movexsoutW'±lie'J9Wv'and Wal

'f4tr'lStruCt0Io'so Seven months Character:
"lfat ride we it, to Memphis or

dwth'a wea,oh,Raouil'had tol'dCliiiato 4 4
him to buy, and,°`oiiApril classificator
1968; James arl'Ray stting Submitting Office
ortside a ramshackle rooning
house, heardra shot, and m sBeing Investigated
Ghent later, saw Raul emerg
Iling,'guam 'hand;°it'aid~

,a n ivestelgatora ' h~ve'thr
akdwyRay'would:riot idsm "i

f ufl; ,FILED
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Jerry Ray was in 1968 " de-

Probers Say
voted lieutenant of Georgia
lawyer Jesse B. Stoner, leader
of the racist National States

'Raoul' Is Rights Party," thé author said.
Jerry Ray was last reported
working in Chicago, they said.

Ray's Brother THE AUTHORS say Percy
Foreman, James Earl Ray's

United Press International second lawyer, has confirmed
WASHINGTON; March 21 that Ray once said he was

Two independent investigators accompanied by his brother (Indicate page, name of
claimed Sündaythe mysterious March 29, 1968, when he went newspaper, city and state.)
"Raoul whom James Earl to purchase the rifle found
Ray blames for the assassina- later by police in Memphis
tion of Martin Euther King Jr A recent Justice Departmentis Ray younger brother, investigation concluded that 31
Jerry James Earl Ray alone killed

Ray is serving a 99-year sen- Dr. King, but noted that Jerry BUFFALO EVENING NEWtence in a Tennessee prison Ray aided and abetted his
after pleading guilty to the 1968 brother after his escape from & Buffalo, New York
murder of Dr. King in Mem- Missouri prison, lied to the FBI
phis. He later changed about the extent and nature of
story and asked for a new trial, his contacts with his brother
saying he' was the fall guy for a Hand, would had the statute of
man identified only as Raoul limitations not expired, have
Canadian who allegedly aided been liable to prosecution.
and financed him.

Meanwhile, Rep Gene
David S. Lifton and Jeff Snyder (R., Ky.) said he under-

Cohen claim in an article in the stands the House Assassina-
April edition of New Times Eons Committee has 'some
magazine that in his testimony right substantial leads" about
Ray substituted the non-exist- the King murder, besids infor-
ent "Raoul" for his brother mation he relayed on an al-
Jerry. leged assassination plot by FBI

agents and police.MR LIFTON told UPF he
briefed House Assassination Rep. Snyder said during the

week end that a retired policeCommittee investigators; in- officer wrote him last month
cluding counsel Robert Lehner, about an alleged conspiracy in-
for two days in January on his
findings. Mr. Lehner and chief volving three FBI agents and

counsel Richard Sprague will three or four police officers?

be interviewing Ray at Brushy
to kill Dr. King. He said the po.
liceman claimed he was offer- Date: 3/21/77

Mountain Park Prison in Ten-
nessee this week. ed $500,000 to commit the Edition: City

murder.
According to the magazine Author:

Rep Snyder declined to
article, Ray has described dow namesthe officer or his city po- Editor:
he met Raoul in a Montreal bar lice force. But UPI learned that Title: MURKIN
in 1966, entered into a strug. the alleged plot supposedly in-
gling scheme with him and was volved high-ranking police and
promised money if he would JBB agents from Louisville.
move south, lie low and wait
for instructions. Seven months Character:
later he went to Memphis or
"with a weapon Raoul had told 44-374him to buy" and, "on April 4, Classification
1968; James Earl Ray, sitting Submitting Office: Buffalo
outside, a ramshackle rooming
house, heard a shot, and, a mo- Being Investigated
ment later, saw Raoul emerg-
ing, gun in hand," it said.

Many investigators have 44-324-916ROBED INDEXED
asked why Ray would not iden-

,ERIALIZED: FILEDtify Raoul.

MAR 2? 1977

FBI - BUFFALO
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Report of Plot
To Kill King
Is Traced

Associated Press
LOUISVILLE, March 23 - (Indicate page, name of

The wife of a retired Louisville newspaper, city and state.)
police officer confirmed today
that her husband told Rep.
Gene Snyder (R., Ky.) that he 10was of red $500,000 on two
occasion to kill Dr. Martin Lu
ther Kin Jr. BUFFALO EVENING NE\

. Mary B ird, 44, said her hus Buffalo, Ne York'~band,. '"who was out of~ ufl, NwYr
town and available for ,com
ment, told Mr. Snyder of an
offer he s id was made by
members o the Louisville Po
lice Depart ent and several
FBI agents.

She said her husband, 50, re
tired from the Louisville Police
Department several years ago
after 27 years' service.

"He told me about this when
I first married him, seven
years ago," Mrs. Baird said. "T
think he thought he wasn't I
going to be believed."

She said she believes one rea
son he came forward a second
time with the allegation wa
because "he wants to kno.
why someone asked him" to
kill the civil-rights leader, who
was assassinated in Memphis3
Tenn., in 1968. Date: 3/23/77

"It sure has been on his . Edition:
mind," Mrs. Baird said. "He'
said it just got to bothering him Author:

- and that's why he contacted Editor:
Mr. Snyder." MRI

'She said her husband, before Title:
contacting Mr. Snyder, told one
of James Earl Ray's attorneys
of the alleged plot. She said her
husband w a s "discouraged" Character:
after he spoke to the attorney. or

Ray is serving 99 years in
prison for the slaying of King. Classification

Mr. Snyder, who disclosed Submitting Office: Buffa o
last week that he had heard
from a m an who claimed o Being Investigated
knowledge of a plot to kill
King, refused to divulge the -INDEXED
man's name.

' ' T11 7{ 1977
FD1 - UFFAL
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Report of Plot
To Kill King
Is Traced

Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, March 23 - (Indicate page, name of
The wife of a retired Louisville newspaper, city and state.)
police officer confirmed today
that her husband told Rep.
Gene Snyder (R., Ky.) that he 10was offered $500,000 on two
occasions to kill Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. BUFFALO EVENING NEW

Mary Baird, 44, said her hus-
band, Clifton, who was out of Buffalo, New York
town and unavailable for com-
ment, told Mr. Snyder of an
offer he said was made by
members of the Louisville Po-
lice Department and several
FBI agents.

She said her husband, 50, re-
tired from the Louisville Police
Department several years ago
after 27 years' service.

"He told me about this when
I first married him, seven
years ago," Mrs. Baird said. "I
think he thought he wasn't
going to be believed."

She said she believes one rea-
son he came forward a second
time with the allegation was
because "he wants to know
why someone asked him" to
kill the civil-rights leader, who
was assassinated in Memphise
Tenn., in 1968. Date: 3/23/77

"It sure has been on his Edition: Citymind," Mrs. Baird said. "He
said it just got to bothering him Author:
and that's why he contacted Editor:
Mr. Snyder." Title: MURKIN

She said her husband, before
contacting Mr. Snyder, told one
of James Earl Ray's attorneys
of the alleged plot. She said her
husband was "discouraged" Character:
after he spoke to the attorney. or

Ray is serving 99 years in 44-374
prison for the slaying of King. Classification

Mr. Snyder, who disclosed Submitting Office: Buffalo
last week that he had heard
from a man who claimed Being Investigated
knowledge of a plot to kill
King, refused to divulge the
man's name.

RIALIZED FILED
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Li 7h1e meeting took place in theHu Panig of the captain of thenouse aae rd at the maximum-securiBe" a! *iprison.

- O 'TOld®Bei committee is trying to
did up speculation that Ray

* was, not alone in planning theIliuifrer, carrying it out or in
I I Far Nranging or financing h i s

r.From News Wire stravels after the crime.
WASHINGTON, March 23 Ray has claimed that he wa'

The House Assassinations wroigly advised to plead guilty (Indicate page, name of
Committee today hoped to he in hopes of a new trial in newspaper, city and state.)
what James Earl Ray told ts -which, he said, new evidence

twould be introduced.
investigators about his part in Ray said in a television 'inter
the murder of civil righti)ead- riet .last week that he did not 10
er Martin Luther king .Jrin fire the bullet that killed Dr.
1968. 'Kith .and that he was in Mem- BUFFALO EVENING NEh

A team of lawyers and invs- phi$ t, the time df the killing
igators, headed by chief coun under ;instructions from a man B1ffalo New York

} sel Richard Sprague, interview. he lnew only as "Raoul."
ed Ray' Tuesday at Brushy Two:. independent investiga

nessee where he is serving a latest edition of New Times
99-year sentence 'after pleading magazife that "Rabul" actual
guilty to Dr. King's, murde'] y 'is Ray's younger brother,

f but would not talk. to reporters Jerry.
afterwards. ' House Speaker Thomas P.

Mr. Sprague was exped t dfO V'Neill, (D., Mass.) said Mon
brief' the committee in clsed day, the committee now has his
sessiop,on the,interview wholehearted support" and

Jacl,Kershaw, Ray's attor hat the panel would ask the
ney -said afterward that Ray Ioise for a $2.5 million budget
was not under oath, but that he f, or the rest of this year.
answered all questions put to
him.

"I don't see any great sur
prise information coming out
until later," said Mr. Kershaw.
"If there are *any surprises,
tley will not be the result of'
Ray's direct information."

Mr. Kershaw said Ray talked Edition: City
only about his actions or ac- Author:
tions ,of which he had direct Editor:
knowlidge.

Title: URKIN

Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office: Buffalo
. Being Investigated
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The meeting took place in the

House Panel office of the captain of the
guard at the maximum-securi-

prison.

To Be Told of The committee is trying to
clear up speculation that Ray
was not alone in planning the

Ray Interview murder, carrying it out or in
arranging or financing his

From News Wire Services travels after the crime.
WASHINGTON, March. 23 Ray has claimed that he was

The House Assassinations wrongly advised to plead guilty (Indicate page, name of
Committee today hoped to hear in hopes of a new trial in newspaper, city and state.)

which, he said, new evidence
what James Earl Ray told its would be introduced.
investigators about his part in

Ray said in a television inter-
the murder of civil rights lead- view last week that he did not 10
er Martin Luther King Jr. in fire the bullet that killed Dr.
1968: King and that he was in Mem- BUFFALO EVENING NEW

A team of lawyers and inves- phis at the time of the killing
tigators, headed by chief coun- under instructions from a man Buffalo, New York
sel Richard Sprague, interview- he knew only as "Raoul."
ed Ray Tuesday at Brushy Two independent investiga-
Mountain Park Prison in Ten- tors claimed in an article in the
nessee where he is serving a latest edition of New Times
99-year sentence after pleading mägazinethat "Raoul" actual-
guilty to Dr. King's murder, ly is Ray's younger brother,
but would not talk to reporters Jerry.
afterwards. House Speaker Thomas P.

Mr. Sprague was expected to Neill, (D., Mass.) said Mon-
brief the committee in closed day the committee now has his
session on the interview !wholehearted support" and

Jack Kershaw, Ray's attor that the panel would ask the

ney said afterward that Ray House for a $2.5 million budget
was not under oath, but that he for the rest of this year.
answered all questions put to
him.

"I don't see any great sur-
prise information coming out
until later," said Mr. Kershaw.
"If there are any surprises,
they will not be the result of Date: 3/23/77
Ray's direct information."

Mr. Kershaw said Ray talked Edition: City
only about his actions or ac- Author:
tions of which he had direct
knowledge.

Editor:
Title: MURKIN

Character:

or
44-374Classification:

Submitting Office: Buffalo
Being Investigated

INDEXED

EILED

MAR 2 1977
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SeConteW ittUncover
Ev deceClearing Himi"King Case
"_Associate w g n-run ing operation. etrwith any prospeco

NEW YORK Mareh' 16 d-,o Reoul then sent him to cess.
James Earl Rayyi, an' ed of a h . (Indicate page, name of

l arg ed'1 ASSUMED THAT if I did newspaper, city and state.)
said Tuesday that 'i estiga hi aid tie attendants at a enter a plea of guilty and I
tions by people +r ~ entinrf ?eiI station told him tueY could have had an investigation
me" are producing evidence hb were oo busy to fix the tire be after the plea with newly dis
thinks will clear him in 12eduse of the hour. Dr. King Vas coitrpd evidence, there was a
court proceeding. Issassinated shortly before 6 pos~ibility the case could've -

Ray contended in an, i4r- M the traffic rush houi 'been reversed," he said.
view broadcast nationally I ori~d. e sd e ai ccept a BUFFALO EVENING NEW
he had been sent to have a tire 8gy said he was certain re prosecutor's offer to consider Buffalo, New York
fixed when Dr. King was shot was not in the rooming houie trying to reduce his 99-year
and that he was set up Ltd tae , rom which the rifle was fjwed prison term if he would tell his
'the blaMp. I 4a Dr. King after 5:30 PM,. full story because he feared

But Ry shed no new light ofh * * whatever he said to the prose
who killed Or. King r why. HQ RAY SAID RAOUL had been cuts would he uIsed against
said, as he has befo that bid irecting him in gun running him.
Only contact wi ti murder #t ities for a year. He sai qie;also said he is illing [rwas through , Lati; named tiere was nothing to distin- testify to the House Asstassina
Racdl. t1e saih i0 thoueit sguish Raoul excep Nthiat he had tions Gmamittee otivif it will. _

1Rnon. adu aa auburn hair, not black hair like he is guilty and try to find out
toi'htii'.n. gmost Latin people he knew. wh else wasinvolved.

t~ae lffl V ral C~'$ypRay ai and (Raoul fhO). his '*Wh =tory' ntassurhe
ad*tl lscse ilngD.Wg"Iingand so lie did no kinow `'e said he was not *fllfrr'g t

NIe41'5 1. ^t S N R1 1it (W~h King was killed gecept Atty. ten. ,riffin Pelt's
EMA A RA L fe said he believes the rnost dfter of a private interview and

hiim' 1N id Dr Ving was killed to lIt hise ic epartme
nmaking upI d tryt gt wcivil righuts activities. 'waus the Jutinks ieaet ha a
self out of prison and ay pleaded guilty to killinn ecause he thinks it has "an
replied he had always th at D n but tried to recan inherent feeling against me be
people would notD bieie uthrie toy at anI ause of my background." 7r.7

thn esad 4sthiat plea three days later ann 7lte
interview. s nhis efforts since then to get a

m new trial have been turned Edition: City
Giving new details abouiis down all the way to the Su

story about Raoul and a n- preiiie Court.
spiracy, Ray said he deliv ed He said he pleaded guilty be- Editor:
a rifle to Raoul shortly b re ,ause "I determined there was Title
the April 4, 1968, assassin no1 ivay I could force Percy
i 4w hPthought was p of 1argman (his lawyer) to. o t

* Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office: 11ff10

L Being Investigated
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Ray Contends Probes Will Uncover
Evidence Clearing Him in King Case

Associated Press the gun-running operation. He trial with any prospect of suc-
NEW YORK, March 16 said Raoul then sent him to cess.

James Earl Ray convicted of
have tire fixed. (Indicate page, name of

killing Dr. Martin Luther King, "I ASSUMED THAT if I did newspaper, city and state.)
said Tuesday that "investiga- He said the attendants at a enter a plea of guilty and I
tions by people representing service station told him they could have had an investigation
me" are producing evidence he were too busy to fix the tire be- after the plea with newly dis-
thinks will clear him in a new cause of the hour. Dr. King was covered evidence, there was a 28
court proceeding. assassinated shortly before 6 possibility the case could've

Ray contended in an inter- M, the traffic rush hour been reversed," he said.
view broadcast nationally that period. BUFFALO EVENING NEW

He said he did not accept a
he had been sent to have a tire Ray said he was certain he prosecutor's offer to consider Buffalo, New York
fixed when Dr. King was shot was not in the rooming house trying to reduce his 99-year
and that he was set up to take from which the rifle was fired prison term if he would tell his
the blame. at Dr. King after 5:30 PM full story because he feared

But Ray shed no new light on whatever he said to the prose-
who killed Dr. King or why. He RAY SAID RAOUL had been cutor would be used against
said, as he has before, that his directing him in gun-running him
only contact with the murder activities for a year. He said He also said he is willing to
was through a Latino named@there was nothing to distin- testify to the House Assassina-
Raoul He said he thought guish Raoul exceptythat he had tions Committee onlyeif it will
Raoul was conducting gun. auburn hair, not black hair like he is guilty and try to find out
running operation most Latin people he knew. who else was involved.

Ray made the comments on
the CBS:TV program Who's

But Ray said he and Raoul hear his own story, not assume
had never discussed killing Dr.

Who
"King and so he did not know He said hê was not willing to

NEWSMAN DAN RATHER why King was killed. accept Atty. Gen. Griffin Bell's
He said he believes the most

told him many viewers obvi offer of a private interview and
plausible theory is the one that

ously would think he was just said he wants nothing to do
Dr. King was killed to halt his

making up a story to get him- with the Justice Departmentcivil-rights activities.
self out of prison and Ray because he thinks it has "an

Ray pleaded guilty to killing
replied he had always thought Dr. King but tried to recant inherent feeling against me be-

people would not believe any: that plea three days later and cause of my background.'
thing he said in a news Date: 3/16/77his efforts since then to get a
interview. new trial have been turned Edition: City

Giving new details about his down all the way to the Su-
story about Raoul and a con- Author:

preme Court.
spiracy, Ray said he delivered He said he pleaded guilty be- Editor:
a rifle to Raoul shortly before cause "I determined there was Title: MURKIN
the April 4, 1968, assassination no way I could force Percy
in what he thought was part of Foreman (his lawyer) to go to

Character:

or

Classification: 44-374
Submitting Office: Buffalo

Being Investigated

44-374-419B
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House Probers Interrogate Ray
SeekingKing Slaying Bounty Link

WASHINGTON (AP) - The said it is investigating whether vestigators questioned Ray for
House Assassinations Com- Ray, 49, was hired by more than six hours Monday at
mittee, facing possible ex- businessmen or others to Brushy Mountain State Prison
tinction, said on Monday it is murder King, who was shot to in Petros, Tenn. * (Indicate page, name oftrying to determine whether death at a Memphis, Tenn., Serving 99-Year Term newspaper, city and state.)
James Earl Ray collected a motel April 4, 1968. Ray is serving a 99-year term
bounty for killing civil rights The report said Ray told after pleading guilty in 1969 to
leader Martin Luther King Jr. fellow Missouri state peniten- killing King. Since then

The committee, which also is tiary inmates before be escaped however, Ray has maintained
probing the assassination of April 23, 1967, that he would kill he was forced into entering the
President John F. Kennedy, Dr. King "if the price was guilty plea by Percy Foreman, COURIER EXPRESS
made the statement in an in- right," and that he intended to his attorney at the time. BlffalO, New YoIk
terim report to the House as it find a businessmen's associa- Jack Kershaw of Nashville,
sought approval to proceed with tion he heard had offered hired by Ray last month, saic
its work for two more years. $100,000 for King's murder. his client gave investigator

Meanwhile, by a 9-4 vote the The question of whether Ray anough information to pursu
House Rules Committee cleared ever made contact with such a details of Ray's alleged rela
for floor action today the issue group has never been answered, tionship with a mysterious man
of whether to keep the com- the report added, saying "the named "Raoul.' Ray h a s
mittee alive. If the House committee intends to resolve argued that he was in Memphis
refuses, the committee's work on the day King was killed at
will end May 1. stice Dept. report the direction of "Raoul."
Payoff Probed o 0w assassination, the couel, cmmitte spr acg ue

In its report, the commit f epor noted, also would not reveal any details of
qld 's former prison the meeting with Ray, held in a
celma ad acquintances as conference room just outside

linghe intended to collect a the prison's walls.
bouny for killing King. 'We are continuing our in

"The "Justice Dept. report. terrogation of Mr. Ray and we
. however, fails to note that will be back," was Sprague's

almost every one of these only comment.
statements points at the same Kershaw said H o u s e in,,
time to the existence of a con- vestigators would return April Dae/ ' '-

spiracy," the committee said. 11 to continue their talks with Date:
While the committee's pro- Ray. Sprague and other com- Edition: Four Star

gress report was b e i n g mittee officials interviewed Ray Author:
circulated in Congress, its in- for the first time last Tuesday. Editor:

Title:

Character:
.or
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House Probers Interrogate Ray
SeekingKing Slaying BountyLink

WASHINGTON (AP) - The said it is investigating whether vestigators questioned Ray for
House Assassinations Com- Ray, 49, was hired by more than six hours Monday at
mittee, facing possible ex- businessmen or others to Brushy Mountain State Prison
tinction, said on Monday it is murder King, who was shot to in Petros, Tenn.

(Indicate page, name of
trying to determine whether death at a Memphis, Tenn. Serving 99-Year Term newspaper, city and state.)
James Earl Ray collected a motel April 4, 1968. Ray is serving a 99-year term
bounty for killing civil rights The report said Ray told after pleading guilty in 1969 to
leader Martin Luther King Jr. fellow Missouri state peniten- killing King. Since then, 3

The committee, which also is tiary inmates before be escaped however, Ray has maintained
probing the assassination of April 23, 1967, that he would kill he was forced into entering the
President John F. Kennedy, Dr. King "if the price was guilty plea by Percy Foreman, COURIER EXPRESS
made the statement in an in- right," and that he intended to his attorney at the time. Buffalo, New York
terim report to the House as it find a businessmen's associa- Jack Kershaw of Nashville,
sought approval to proceed with tion he heard had offered hired by Ray last month, said
its work for two more years. $100,000 for King's murder. his client gave investigators

Meanwhile, by a 9-4 vote the The question of whether Ray anough information to pursue
House Rules Committee cleared ever made contact with such a details of Ray's alleged rela
for floor action today the issue group has never been answered, tionship with a mysterious man

named "Raoul." Ray hasof whether to keep the com- the report added, saying "the
mittee alive. If the House committee intends to resolve argued that he was in Memphis

on the day King was killed at
refuses, the committee's work

the direction of "Raoul."will end May 1. recent Justice Dept. report The committee's chief
Payoff Probed on the King assassination, the

counsel, Richard Sprague,In its report, the committee committee report noted, also
would not reveal any details of

quoted Ray's former prison the meeting with Ray, held in a
cellmates and acquintances as conference room just outside
saying he intended to collect a the prison's walls.
bounty for killing King. "We are continuing our in-

"The Justice Dept. report, terrogation of Mr. Ray and we
however, fails to note that will be back," was Sprague's
almost every one of these only comment.
statements points at the same Kershaw said House in-
time to the existence of a con- vestigators would return April Date: 3/29/77spiracy," the committee said. 11 to continue their talks with

While the committee's pro- Ray. Sprague and other com- Edition: Four Star
gress report was being mittee officials interviewed Ray Author:
circulated in Congress, its in- for the first time last Tuesday. Editor:
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LaFalceRaps
CredibilityOf
ProbesPanel

Courier-Exnres Washinatnf Bueau
WASHINGTON - The House (Indicate page, name of

Committee investigating the as- newspaper, city and state.)
sassinations of John F. Ken
nedy and Martin Luther King
Jr. 'has lost its credibility, Rep. 19
,Tohn J. LaFalce. D-Town of
Tenawanda. said Thursday. COURIER EXPRESS

He said the American people s
still have questions about the Elf l ,N w Y~
assassinations, but the House
committee charged with finding
the answers has lost its credi-.
bility and cannot ease the pub
lic's suspicions.

LaFalce was the only mem- 1S5ASSINATION OF
Jber of the Western New York SAS rA O OF
:congressional delegation to vote's PRESIDENT JOHN F.
9against continuing the investi- A KENNEDY, DALLAS,
gation on Wednesday when the T CAS , 11/22/63
House gave the go-ahead for
two more years. - . MISC.-INFO CONC.

The select panel had been
torn by dissension between
chairman Benry Gonzalez, D
Texas and Richard Sprague,

a chief counsel to the committee.
Gonzalez attempted to fire 1 44374

Sprague last month, but he
found no support for the move
on the committee and quit.
Sprague resigned 15 hours be
fore Wednesday's House vote i Date:
after it became clear the House Edition:
would not authorize the con
tinued investigation with Author:
Sprague as chief counsel. Editor:

LaFalce said it is too late to Title:
"rehabilitate the credibility" of T

* the committee. le wants a sep
arate investigation, possibly by
the justice dept.

Character:
*or

Classification: 62-1827
Submitting Office: Buffalo
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LaFalce Raps
Credibility of
Probes Panel

Courier-Express Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON - The House (Indicate page, name of

Committee investigating the as- newspaper, city and state.)
sassinations of John F. Ken-
nedy and Martin Luther King
Jr. has lost its credibility, Rep. 19
John J. LaFalce, D-Town of
Tenawanda. said Thursday. COURIER EXPRESS

He said the American people
still have questions about the Buffalo, New York
assassinations, but the House
committee charged with finding
the answers has lost its credi-
bility and cannot ease the pub-
lic's suspicions.

LaFalce was the only mem- ASSASSINATION OF
ber of the Western New York
congressional delegation to vote PRESIDENT JOHN F.

dagainst continuing the investi- KENNEDY, DALLAS,
gation on Wednesday when the TEXAS, 11/22/63House gave the go-ahead for
two more years. MISC. -INFO CONC.

The select panel had been
torn by dissension between
chairman Henry Gonzalez, D-
Texas and Richard Sprague,
chief counsel to the committee.

Gonzalez attempted to fire 1 44-374
Sprague last month, but he
found no support for the move
on the committee and quit.
Sprague resigned 15 hours be-
fore Wednesday's House vote Date: 4/1/77
after it became clear the House Four Star

Edition:
would not authorize the con-
tinued investigation with Author:

Sprague as chief counsel. Editor:
LaFalce said it is too late to

"rehabilitate the credibility" of Title:
the committee. He wants a sep-
arate investigation, possibly by
the justice dept.

Character:

or
Classification: 62-1827
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Washington Merry-Go-Round

New Leads in King Slaying?
By JACK ANDERSON AND LES WHIT'EN TI{1U ESCA -nh1* immedigte access

WASHINGTON - Nine years ago, the f.t alsW d$'id ti ie Ieo5i 'lternately as
Rev. Martin Luther Kng Jr., spiritual Sr,,l g 4~WI ticyd, Paul
leader of the civil rights movement, was Bring n and John Willard. "The aliases
gunned down in Memphis. e prresond to the names of real men, all
An escaped convict named of eom lived close to one another in newspaper, city and state.)
James Earl Ray was nailed subturan Toronto," report the investigators.
for the murder. "In addition, three out of the four bear

Yet nagging suspicions physical resemblances to Ray." Galt "even
persisted that he may have had scars in the same location as did Ray
been hired by others. The the forehead and right palm." The Hous COURIER EXPRESS
public doubt finally forced a sleuths want to know "whether Ray re. B ffalo, New York
Justice Department t a ce.yed any help in obtaining these aliases.'
force to review the case. ,'For the next year, Ray "traveled across
It has concluded that Ray . the United States, lived in more than a
"was the assassin and that dozen cities and traveled in four foreign
he acted alone." Ray countries . . . A conservative estimate of

his total expense would be at least $7,000.
I HOUSE INVESTIGATORS, however. Ray himself estimates that he spent at

have challenged the Justice Department's least $9,500."
findings. In a confidential, l&pm:ae naysis,
they have pointed out significant incon- THOSE WHO DID business with him
sistencies and omissions in the task force recall that "he often paid for items with
report. new $20 bills." The House Assassinations

The House investigators don't pretend Committee "intends to investigate the _

that they have solved the case. But they sources of Ray's funds in general and of
have set foith their clues in a fascinating those $20 bills in particular."
secret report, stamped "Sensitive." Here
are the highlights, in chronological order: - j

WHILE RAY WAS serving time in the
Missouri state penitentiary, he told cell
mates that he would kill King "if the price Date:
was right." Ray also was quoted as saying Dt: Four Star
he intended to seek out a "businessmen's Edition:
association" which allegedly had offered Author:
$100,000 for King's murder. Editor:

On April 23, 1967, Ray escaped from Title:the prison by hiding in a large bread box,
which was loaded on a bakery truck. The
congressional investigators are trying to
find out "whether anyone aided. Ray in his Character:
escape and whether this assistance was or
onigected" to the King 'assassination.

S~Classification: -.
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Washington Merry-Go-Round

New Leads in King Slaying
By JACK ANDERSON AND LES WHITTEN THE ESCAPEE had immediate access

WASHINGTON - Nine years ago, the to false identities. He posed alternately as

Rev. Martin Luther Kng Jr., spiritual Eric Galt Ramon George Sheyd, Paul

leader of the civil rights movement, was Bridgman and John Willard. The aliases

gunned down in Memphis. correspond to the names of real men, all
(Indicate page, name of

An escaped convict named of whom lived close to one another in
newspaper, city and state.)

James Earl Ray was nailed suburban Toronto," report the investigators.

for the murder. "In addition, three out of the four bear

Yet nagging suspicions physical resemblances to Ray." Galt "even

persisted that he may have had scars in the same location as did Ray,
been hired by others. The the forehead and right palm." The House COURIER EXPRESS
public doubt finally forced a sleuths want to know "whether Ray re Buffalo, New York
Justice Department task ceived any help in obtaining these aliases.'

force to review the case. For the next year, Ray "traveled across

It has concluded that Ray the United States. lived in more than a

"was the assassin and that dozen cities and traveled in four foreign
Ray

he acted alone." countries A conservative estimate of
his total expense would be at least $7,000.

HOUSE INVESTIGATORS, however. Ray himself estimates that he spent at
have challenged the Justice Department's least $9,500."
findings. In a confidential, 16-page analysis,
they have pointed out significant incon- THOSE WHO DID business with him
sistencies and omissions in the task force recall that "he often paid for items with
report. new $20 bills." The House Assassinations

The House investigators don't pretend Committee "intends to investigate the
that they have solved the case. But they sources of Ray's funds in general and of
have set forth their clues in a fascinating those $20 bills in particular."
secret report, stamped "Sensitive." Here
are the highlights, in chronological order:

WHILE RAY WAS serving time in the
Missouri state penitentiary, he told cell-
mates that he would kill King "if the price 4/6/77Date:was right." Ray also was quoted as saying Four Star
he intended to seek out a "businessmen's Edition:
association" which allegedly had offered Author:
$100,000 for King's murder. Editor:

On April 23, 1967, Ray escaped from Title: MURKINthe prison by hiding in a large bread box,
which was loaded on a bakery truck. The
congressional investigators are trying to
find out "whether anyone aided Ray in his Character:
escape and whether this assistance was or
connected" to the King assassination.
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Ray opened a safety deposit box in a COMMITTEE has receive ' 'i
Birmingham bank in August, 1967, an pendt corroborations" of a possible
closed it four months later. Bank recot s' Libe link. A witness told of a Birming
show the box was closed by someone living ham Ala., gun shop owner who, before
in Baton Rouge, La. Yet Ray was living the ssassination, pointed to a rifle and
in Los Angeles at the time. The committee, said: 'This is the gun that is going to kill
therefore, is investigating "who in Baton Mar "Luther King." Later the witness saw
Rouge aided Ray by closing that safety the { h shop owner "in the company of
deposit box." Ray and Liberto." The secret report

The committee has received unverified desc4bes Liberto as "a target of the
reports that Ray was in touch with the comittee s investigation."
Beverly Hills office of Litton Industries in Th Memphis police set up a surveillance
California. While has was posing as Eric post in a firehouse overlooking the motel
Galt, he also listed as his previous em= where King spent his last fateful hours.
ployer a Pascagoula, Miss., shipbuilding Curiously, two black firemen, Norvell Wal
company owned by Littop Industries, e lace and Floyd Newsum, were withdrawn
investigators are checking "whether thet from the post. Then a black policeman,
is any relationship between Ray and Litton' EdwArd Redditt, was called off the sur
Industries." veillance. The committee "has begun to

investigate these incidents."
THE LATE Wililam Sartor, a journalist

alleged that organized crime figures had RAY FLED TO TORONTO after the
accepted a $300,000 contract on King's life assassination. He applied for Canadian
from a right-wing racist group. According birth*certificates under the names of Paul
to Sartor, Ray got in touch with these men Bridgman and Ramon George Sneyd. He
in New Orleans. The committee is seek' finally obtained a birth certificate and
"all evidentiary materials that might a passport in Sneyd's name. The House in
port or refute Mr. Sartor's report." ':estigators are checking "the procedures

A witness has told investigators that uoe-jised by Ray in securing these documents."
overheard a telephone conversation on A The investigators are also chasing down
afternoon of the King assassination. "Frank: a number of other leads. They are undeter.
Liberto, a person with alleged orgatizlt red by the cold water that the Justice De
crime connections, said: "Shoot the b - s. . partment tried to throw on their investiga

Do ttis aiernoou. bhoot n.n, even if tion.
you have to do it on the balcony; just
do it.

Ray opened a safety deposit box in a THE COMMITTEE has received "inde-
Birmingham bank in August, 1967, and pendent corroborations" of a possible
closed it four months later. Bank records Liberto link. A witness told of a Birming-
show the box was closed by someone living ham! Ala., gun shop owner who, before
in Baton Rouge, La. Yet Ray was living the assassination, pointed to a rifle and
in Los Angeles at the time. The committee, said This is the gun that is going to kill
therefore, is investigating "who in Baton Martin Luther King." Later the witness saw

Rouge aided Ray by closing that safety the gun shop owner "in the company of
deposit box." Ray and Liberto." The secret report

The committee has received unverified describes Liberto as "a target of the

reports that Ray was in touch with the committee's investigation."
Beverly Hills office of Litton Industries in The Memphis police set up a surveillance
California. While has was posing as Eric post in a firehouse overlooking the motel

Galt, he also listed as his previous em- where King spent his last fateful hours.

ployer a Pascagoula, Miss., shipbuilding Curiously, two black firemen, Norvell Wal-

company owned by Litton Industries. The lace and Floyd Newsum, were withdrawn

investigators are checking "whether there from the post. Then a black policeman,
is any relationship between Ray and Litton Edward Redditt, was called off the sur-
Industries." veillance. The committee "has begun to

investigate these incidents."
THE LATE Wililam Sartor, a journalist,

alleged that organized crime figures had RAY FLED TO TORONTO after the
accepted a $300,000 contract on King's life assassination. He applied for Canadian
from a right-wing racist group. According birth certificates under the names of Paul
to Sartor, Ray got in touch with these men Bridgman and Ramon George Sneyd. He
in New Orleans. The committee is seeking finally obtained a birth certificate and
"all evidentiary materials that might su passport in Sneyd's name. The House in-
port or refute Mr. Sartor's report.' vestigators are checking "the procedures

A witness has told investigators that lie used by Ray in securing these documents."
overheard a telephone conversation on the The investigators are also chasing down
afternoon of the King assassination. "Frank a number of other leads. They are undeter-
Liberto, a person with alleged organized red by the cold water that the Justice De-
crime connections, said: "Shoot the b partment tried to throw on their investiga-
Do 16 this afternoon. Shoot him, even if tion.
you have to do it on the balcony; just
do it
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Ray Tied Conspiracy
To Assassination of
Dr. King,Sprague Says

Associated Press (Indicate page, name of
WASHINGTON, April 11 - Former House assassi- newspaper, city and state.)

nations counsel Richard A. Sprague today 'quoted
James Earl Ray as saying other persons were involved
in a conspiracy in which Martin Luther King was
assassinated. ec

Mr. Sprague also said he has shousaid speci pith ase BUFFALO EVENING IEIU<
concluded from Ray's state- pendent staff to investigate the Buffalo, New York
ments that "Raoul," a man assassinations, without t h e
Ray has claimed enlisted him pressure he said the House
in a gun-running operation that committee staff was under to
put him in Memphis when Dr. Coduce stfn seto
King was killed, is a fictitious pMr. something sensational.

nm.Mr. Sprague said he believes ___
name. the committee was set up beMr. Sprague also said some ore the election to appeal to
federal investigators believe rlack voters unhappy with
the man the CIA recorded con- ladequate investigation of the
tacting Soviet a n d Cuban r. King assassination. He said
Embassies in Mexico City be-h panel was established with
fore President John F. Kenne- 'he idea that it might be scrap
dy was assassinated, wds not ped after the election.
Lee Harvey Oswald. --

Mr. Sprague said he did not MR. SPRAGUE resigned as _

know what it would mean if, in Staff director and chief counsel
fact, the voice the CIA'shid was of the committee two weeks
that of Oswald was not Oswald. ? go when it appeared the
The Warren Commission con- [ House would kill the investiga
cluded that Oswald assassinat- tion if he remained on the job.
ed Mr. Kennedy acting alone. Mr. Sprague quoted Ray as

"THERE WELL could have saying in the two interviews
been a conspiracy that arose conducted by committee inves- Date:
after the assassination; that tigators that persons other than Edition: City
certain agencies felt it would ;members of Ray's family help
be an embarrassment to dis- 'ed him obtain a weapon to es- Author:
close relationships with Os- 'cape from a Missouri prison Editor:
wald," Mr. Sprague-said. "I before the assassination. Title:
don't know." Ray has not described the

He said that CIA tape-record- others, except to say they are
ings of the man who contacted ot his brothers, Mr. Sprague
the Soviet and Cuban' Embas- aid. The investigator said it
sies were erased before the a s become c l e a r partly Character:
assassillation to be used to rough Ray's own comments or
record something else.' nd partly through what the

He said he does not believe nvestigators could perceive Classification
the House Assassinations Com- themselves that the name Submitting Office: Buffalo
mittee can conduct a proper 'Raoul" is made up.
investigation of the two assassi- Mr. Sprague said that name Being Investigated
nations and said he doubts it was made up by someone else
even wants to. and Ray reluctantly used it.
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Ray Tied Conspiracy
To Assassination of
Dr. King, Sprague Says

Associated Press (Indicate page, name of
WASHINGTON, April 11 - Former House assassi- newspaper, city and state.)

nations counsel Richard A. Sprague today quoted
James Earl Ray as saying other persons were involved
in a conspiracy in which Martin Luther King was 37
assassinated.

He said a special prosecutorMr. Sprague also said he has BUFFALO EVENING NEW
should be set up with an inde-

concluded from Ray's state-
pendent staff to investigate the Buffalo, New York

ments that "Raoul," a man assassinations, without the
Ray has claimed enlisted him

pressure he said the House
in a gun-running operation that committee staff was under to
put him in Memphis when Dr.

produce something sensational.
King was killed, is a fictitious Mr. Sprague said he believes
name. the committee was set up be-

Mr. Sprague also said some fore the election to appeal to
federal investigators believe black voters unhappy with
the man the CIA recorded con-

inadequate investigation of the
tacting Soviet and Cuban Dr. King assassination. He said
Embassies in Mexico City be- the panel was established with
fore President John F. Kenne- the idea that it might be scrap-
dy was assassinated was not

ped after the election.
Lee Harvey Oswald.

Mr. Sprague said he did not MR. SPRAGUE resigned as
know what it would mean if, in staff director and chief counsel
fact, the voice the CIA said was of the committee two weeks
that of Oswald was not Oswald. a when it appeared the
The Warren Commission con- House would kill the investiga-
cluded that Oswald assassinat- tion if he remained on the job.
ed Mr. Kennedy acting alone. Mr. Sprague quoted Ray as

"THERE WELL could have saying in the two interviews

been a conspiracy that arose conducted by committee inves- Date: 4/11/77
after the assassination; that tigators that persons other than Edition: City
certain agencies felt it would members of Ray's family help-
be an embarrassments to dis- ed him obtain a weapon to es- Author:

close relationships with Os- cape from a Missouri prison Editor:
wald," Mr. Sprague said. "I before the assassination. Title: MURKIN
don't know." Ray has not described the

He said that CIA tape-record- others, except to say they are

ings of the man who contacted not his brothers, Mr. Sprague
the Soviet and Cuban Embas- said. The investigator said it
sies were erased before the has become. clear partly Character:

assassination to be used to through Ray's own comments or
record something else. and partly through what the

investigators could perceive Classification 44-374
He said he does not believe

the House Assassinations Com- themselves that the name Submitting Office: Buffalo
mittee can conduct a proper "Raoul" is made up.

investigation of the two assassi- Mr. Sprague said that name Being Investigated
nations and said he doubts it was made up by someone else

even wants to. and Ray reluctantly used it.
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FBI, CIA SugbtKi 's
Death Inmate SaVs`

(Indicate page, name of
'` Press Bnternationsille(t, who also claimsto be newspaper, city and state.)

COLUMBUS, 0.. Apri 12- a former undercover agent forFederal authorities `repdrtedly theFB,sihewstlte
plan to investigate ;n Ohio FBI, said he was told the
Penitentiary inmate's claim offer to kill Dr. King came
that FBI and CIA agents offer- from Washington and was ap
ed a New York dn wor i i proed by the late FBI Direc- BUFFALO EVENING NEure a $1 million con a~ct {f6 or .. ,dgar Hoover.
to kill Martin Luther King Jr. Billett said Gambino, how- Btffalo, New York

Scripps-Howard Newspapers, ever, rejected the contract and
fin a copyrighted aricle, said, later passed the word that none,

toc ay that Ed Evans, chief of t h e crime families with
in s~tgator for the Rloute Se- which he was associated would

lle Committee on Assassina- accept the offer'.
tio ,will question M ton Bil
let $52,in connection y Billett said.,he sent a letter
alle ations. " F ' March 27 to House Speaker

Billett, alias Paul .'4o cili, Thomas O'N~ill, stating he
to ld Scripps-HW rd ews: wanted to testify before the
pape s he set up a secret neet.'Committee on Assassinations.
ing irk January 1968 at a hi ea-l[Rep. O'Neill's office said it has
way stotel in Apalacl'lh, N.\Y not located the letter

°betwe the agents and the 14te
Carlos ambito, who report
ly head one of five New Yo
crime families. "

"I clan give ydu the meet
ing place we had in New York,
the; aame of the motel, the
woman ,w,h% called ahead and
made the arrangements for us
and those who were at the Date
meeting," Billett said. Edition: City

" - -- Author:
1. SACEditor:

2 JTitie:

Character:
or

---- Chassification.

* Submitting Office: Bufa1o
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FBI, CIA Sought King's
/

Death, Inmate Says
(Indicate page, name of

United Press International Billett, who also claims to be newspaper, city and state.)
COLUMBUS, O., April 12 /

Federal authorities reportedly
a former undercover agent for

plan to investigate an Ohio the FBI, said he was told the
Penitentiary inmate's claim offer to kill Dr. King came 1
that FBI and CIA agents offer- from Washington and was ap-
ed a New York underworld fig. proved by the late FBI Direc-
ure a $1 million contract in 1968 tohU Edgar Hoover. BUFFALO EVENING NEW
to kill Martin Luther King Jr. Billett said Gambino, how- Buffalo, New York

Scripps-Howard Newspapers, ever, rejected the contract and'
in a copyrighted article, said later passed the word that none.

today that Ed Evans, chief of the crime families with
investigator for the House Se- which he was associated would

elect Committee on Assassina- accept the offer.tions will question Myron Bil
lett.52. in connection with his Billett said he sent a letter
allegations. March 27 to House Speaker

Billett. alias Paul Buccilli, Thomas O'Neill, stating he
told Scripps-Howard News- wanted to testify before the
papers he set up a secret meet Committee on Assassinations.
ing in January 1968 at a hidea Rep. O'Neill's office said it has

way motel in Apalachin, N. Y., not located the letter.
between the agents and the late
Carlos Gambino, who reported-
ly headed one of five New York
crime families. to

"I can give you the meet-
ing place we had in New York,
the name of the motel, the
woman who called ahead and
made the arrangements for us Date: 4/12/77
and those who were at the
meeting," Billett said. Edition: City
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Editor:
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1u S y Aion (Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Panel Has 3 Good Leads A-7

. WASHINGTON (AP) - Rich- tended the committee through that "too much lead" was re- COURIER EXPRESS
ard A. Sprague, former chief 1978. moved from'former Gov. John Buffalo, New York
counsel for the House Commit- No Faith in Committee Connally to support the Warren
tee on Assassinations, says the Commission's cpnclusion that
panel has at least three worth- Sprauge told a news confer- Oswald alone killed Kennedy and
while leads in its investigation ence last week that he doubts a wounded Connally.
of the deaths of President John committee that thinks in such woneCnaly
F. Kennedy and Dr. i artin terms can learn the facts be- Memo Contradicts CIA

Luther King Jr. hind the assassinations of Ken- Sprague said the Hoover mem
nedy and King. orandum contradicts the CIA's

oSpraue sasbu th leads are Nevertheless, he said at the story that it tape-recorded Lee
oltar bthyh h hews conference and during an Harvey Oswald trying to contact
pursued. ,interview later that the commit- Soviet and Cuban embassies in

The committee's credibility tee has three worthwhile leads Mexico City bef ore Kennedy's
was damaged earlier this year to pursue: , assassination - contrary to the
when a dispute between Sprague -A memo from the late FBI CIA's story that it erased them
and the chairman, Rep. Henry Director J. Edgar Hoover that before the assassination - and
Gonzalez, D-Tex., ultimately led Sprague speculates could mean that the agents concluded theto the resignation of both from the CIA give the Warren Comn- voice was not Oswald's.
the panel. But the big blow was mission and the public a phony Sprague speculated that could 3
accidental disclosure of an ex- story after Kennedy's assassina- mean the CIA was trying to cov
traordinary March 17 strategy tion to cover up CIA contacts er up its own contacts w it h
session, with Lee Harvey Oswald. Oswald.

At that meeting, committee -James Earl Ray's story to "An area of speculation," he r/
members worked out a scenario committee investigators that he said, "is that in showing that Os- Date:
whose aims included public re- had outside help before the as- wald was in Mexico City, you Edition: Four Star
lease of rehashed information to sassination of King, and that he contradict other testimony, and
make it appear new and thus was offered a contact after the there is other evidence uncorrob- Author:
build pressure on House mem- assassination but did not use it. orated, placing Oswald in Dallas Editor:
bers to vote to keep the panel -The statement of a nurse and associating with a CIA Title: ASSASSINATION OFJ iveJg House ultimately ex- who was in the emergency room agent." PRES. JOHN F.

KENNEDY
Character:

"or

- Classification' 62-1827
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Sprague Says Assassination (Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Panel Has 3 Good Leads A-7
WASHINGTON (AP) - Rich- tended the committee through that "too much lead" was re- COURIER EXPRESS

ard A. Sprague, former chief 1978. moved from former Gov. John Buffalo, New York
counsel for the House Commit- No Faith in Committee Connally to support the Warren
tee on Assassinations, says the Commission's conclusion that
panel has at least three worth- Sprauge told a news confer- Oswald alone killed Kennedy and
while leads in its investigation

ence last week that he doubts a wounded Connally.
of the deaths of President John committee that thinks in such

terms can learn the facts be- Memo Contradicts CIA
F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. hind the assassinations of Ken- Sprague said the Hoover mem-

nedy and King. orandum contradicts the CIA's
Sprague says the leads are

Nevertheless, he said at the
only that - but they should be story that it tape-recorded Lee

news conference and during an
pursued.

Harvey Oswald trying to contact
interview later that the commit- Soviet and Cuban embassies in

The committee's credibility tee has three worthwhile leads Mexico City before Kennedy's
was damaged earlier this year to pursue: assassination - contrary to the
when a dispute between Sprague -A memo from the late FBI CIA's story that it erased them
and the chairman, Rep. Henry Director J. Edgar Hoover that before the assassination - and
Gonzalez, D-Tex., ultimately led Sprague speculates could mean that the agents concluded the
to the resignation of both from the CIA give the Warren Com- voice was not Oswald's.
the panel. But the big blow was mission and the public a phony

1 - 44-374Sprague speculated that could
accidental disclosure of an ex- story after Kennedy's assassina- mean the CIA was trying to cov-
traordinary March 17 strategy tion to cover up CIA contacts er up its own contacts with
session. with Lee Harvey Oswald. Oswald.

At that meeting, committee -James Earl Ray's story to "An area of speculation," he
members worked out a scenario 4/17/77committee investigators that he said, "is that in showing that Os- Date:
whose aims included public re- had outside help before the as- wald was in Mexico City, you Four Star
lease of rehashed information to Edition:

sassination of King, and that he contradict other testimony, and
make it appear new and thus was offered a contact after the there is other evidence uncorrob- Author:
build pressure on House mem- assassination but did not use it. orated, placing Oswald in Dallas Editor:
bers to vote to keep the panel -The statement of a nurse and associating with a CIA Title: ASSASSINATION OF
alive The House ultimately ex- who was in the emergency room agent." PRES. JOHN F.

KENNEDY
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or
Classification: 62-1827
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Jerry Ray Denies Plot
ATLANTA, April 19 (UPI) - James Earl Ray's

younger brother said Monday that magazine reports he _

might have been involved in the assassination of Dr. (Indicate page, name of
Martin Luther King Jr. were "a bunch of bull." newspaper, city and state.J

Jerry Ray accused the FBI of plotting the clvil
right's leader's death and said the agency hounded him o
and his other brother, John, in an effort to get them be
hind bars also.

Mr. Ray, whose brother, James Earl, is serving a 99- BUFFALO EVENIIIGN V

year prison term in Tennessee, said he is filing libel suits Buffalo, New York
against everyone who has suggested he conspired with
his brother, including attorney Percy Foreman.

Date: 4/19/77
Edition: City
Author:
Editor:
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Jerry Ray Denies Plot
ATLANTA, April 19 (UPI) - James Earl Ray's

younger brother said Monday that magazine reports he

might have been involved in the assassination of Dr. (Indicate page, name of
Martin Luther King Jr. were "a bunch of bull.' newspaper, city and state.)

Jerry Ray accused the FBI of plotting the civil
right's leader's death and said the agency hounded him 8
and his other brother, John, in an effort to get them be-
hind bars also. BUFFALO EVENING NEW

Mr. Ray, whose brother, James Earl, is serving a 99-

year prison term in Tennessee, said he is filing libel suits Buffalo, New York
against everyone who has suggested he conspired with
his brother, including attorney Percy Foreman.
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Ray Claims HeWas
At Service Station When
King Was Assassinated .(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

United Press International
WASHINGTON, May 2 - James Earl Ray said in 28television interview broadcast today that lie was in a -_.

Memphis gas station having his car serviced at the BUFFALO EVENING NEW
time Martin LutherKing Jr. was assassinated in 1968. Buffalo, New YorkRay, who originally pleaded
guilty to the murder, wants a The FBI, which investigated
new trial, claiming that a man the King murder, and a Justice
known to him only as Raoul
might be responsible for the Department review earlier this
crime. year concluded that all the evi

Ray was interviewed in his dence showed that Ray killed
prison cell at Brushy Mountain Dr. King with a rifle he is
Park Prison in Tennessee by known to h a v e purchased
author-investigator Mark Lane, several days iBefore.
who- claims t h e assassina- Ray claimed he had been in
tions of both Dr. King and John volved with others, including a
F. Kennedy were the result of man named Raoul, in some
conspiracies and not the single smuggling schemes operating
deeds of Ray and Lee Harvey across the Canadian and Mexi-'
O-rl - can borders, Mr. Lan no ed.

Mr. Lane was interviewed on * *
the ABC Good Morning Ameri- "I THINK probably the most
ca program. Portions of the au- valid evidence is in s o m e
thor's filmed interview with material found in the car when
Ray were used. I was caught at the border one

* * * time (before the King assassi
RAY SAID of his movements nation)," R a y said in the Date: 5/2/77

on April 4, 1968, when Dr. King interview. Edtin
was shot: "It was a business card. It Edition:

"At that time, I intended to had an address on it. The ad- Author:
go to a movie . . . I recalled dress was crossed out. It had Editor:
that I had car trouble the day some writing on the back with
before. I doubled back to serv- an individual's name. This was Title: MURKIN
ice the car. I believe that's looked into and it indicated
close away from the terminal some agency that was funding
and where the shooting took intelligence agencies."
place." Mr. Lane said Ray pleaded Character:

After he left the gas station, guilty because he was kept in or
he said, "I ran into a (police), jail for eight months under 4C
road block in the immediate vi- "inhuman, t o r t u r o u s Classification.
cinity of where the shooting conditions." Submitting Office: E i' G
was supposed to have taken T h e House Committee on
place. There have been police Assassinations is investigating C Being Investigated
statements that they waved me both the King and Kennedy -
off. Anyhow, I went to New deaths and investigators have INDEXED

°:',_neA interviewed,Ray four times.
_F_BERIBU
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Ray Claims He Was

At Service Station When

King Was Assassinated (Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

United Press International

WASHINGTON, May 2 - James Earl Ray said in 28a television interview broadcast today that he was in a
Memphis gas station having his car serviced at the BUFFALO EVENING NEW
time Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in 1968.

Ray, who originally pleaded Buffalo, New York
guilty to the murder, wants a The FBI, which investigated
new trial, claiming that a man
known to him only as Raoul

the King murder, and a Justice

might be responsible for the Department review earlier this
crime. year concluded that all the evi-

Ray was interviewed in his dence showed that Ray killed
prison cell at Brushy Mountain Dr. King with a rifle he is
Park Prison in Tennessee by known to have purchased
author-investigator Mark Lane, several days before.
who claims the assassina- Ray claimed he had been in-
tions of both Dr. King and John volved with others, including a
F. Kennedy were the result of man named Raoul, in some
conspiracies and not the single smuggling schemes operating
deeds of Ray and Lee Harvey across the Canadian and Mexi-
Oswald can borders, Mr. Lane noted.

Mr. Lane was interviewed on *
the ABC Good Morning Ameri- "I THINK probably the most
ca program. Portions of the au- valid evidence is in some
thor's filmed interview with material found in the car when
Ray were used. I was caught at the border one

* time (before the King assassi-

RAY SAID of his movements nation)," Ray said in the Date: 5/2/77
on April 4, 1968, when Dr. King interview.

Edition: City
was shot: "It was a business card. It

"At that time, I intended to had an address on it. The ad- Author:

go to a movie I recalled dress was crossed out. It had Editor:
that I had car trouble the day some writing on the back with
before. I doubled back to serv- an individual's name. This was Title: MURKIN
ice the car. I believe that's looked into and it indicated
close away from the terminal some agency that was funding
and where the shooting took intelligence agencies."
place." Mr. Lane said Ray pleaded Character:

After he left the gas station, guilty because he was kept in or
he said, "I ran into a (police) jail for eight months under
road block in the immediate vi- "inhuman, Classification 44-374torturous
cinity of where the shooting conditions." Submitting Office: Buffalo
was supposed to have taken The House Committee on

place. There have been police Assassinations is investigating Being Investigated
statements that:they waved me both the King and Kennedy
off. Anyhow. I went to New deaths and investigators have nutritio INDEXED
Carloanc's interviewed, Ray four times.
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on dn't Change Plea: R :
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - James Earl Jerry Ray, might be prosecuted by the

Ray says he might once again plead guilty government unless he pleaded guilty.
to the murder of Dr. Martin Luther ing He said he signed a stipulation that he
Jr. - even though he insists he never'fired fired the shot that killed King, knowing it (Indicate page, name of
the fatal bullet at the civil rights leader. was false. newspaper, city and state.)

"I was in, a bind," Ray said in a "If I had to do it all over again I would
copyrighted story in 'Sunday's edition of the have had to - I think I would have to ad
Nashville Tennessean. mit to thatstipulation based opa the position 1

Ray, serving a 69-year sentence in the they had me in -Percy Foreman, the trial __XPE_

King assassination, said he was pressured judge and the prosecutor," Ray said. COURIER EXPRESS
into a guilty plea in 1969 by his lawyer' at He said he is convinced he might have Buffalo , New York
the time; Percy Foreman., received "40 or 50 -years" had he

not guilty in any way legally,,, represented himself or had a public
Ray said. "In other words, I didn't shoot defender handled his case.
'him . . . But I. may be in some way Ray said he signed a letter to Foreman
partly responsible for it . . . purchased authorizing the guilty plea. But he claimed.
the weapon and things like that" the letter, prepared by Foreman, was

Ray claims a mysterious man nanied "completely false."
"Raoul" furnished the money for the rifle Ray said he was in the vicinity of the
apparently used to kill King in Memphis on muider scene at the time of the slaying but
April 4, 1968. But Ray said' he had no idea that he was unaware of the killing until he
"Raoul" was planning to shoot King.-- heard about it on the radio.

"I understand the difference between Gave Gun to "Raol"
knowing and unknowing . . . There's got Ray said, he bought the rifle, on, which
to be a intent," he said in the interview. his fingerprints were found, abut claimed
Feared for Brother the last time he saw it was the day before

.Ray said Foreman put him "in a bind" King's death when he gave it1to "Raoul" in
by telling him, that the chances were "99 Memphis.
per cent" sure Ray wbuld go to the electric Asked about his fingerprints, Ray said,
cha - said he also feared his brother, "It doesn't surprise 'me too mu e I

530/77Date: 1FOur Star
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title: MURKIN

Character:
or

Classification' 44374
Submitting Office:
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ouldn't Change Plea: Ray
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - James Earl Jerry Ray, might be prosecuted by the

Ray says he might once again pleadguilty government unless he pleaded guilty.
to the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King He said he signed a stipulation that he

Jr. - even though he insists he never fired fired the shot that killed King, knowing it (Indicate page, name of
the fatal bullet at the civil rights leader. was false. newspaper, city and state.)

"I was in, a bind," Ray said in a "If I had to do it all over again I would
copyrighted story in Sunday's edition of the have had to - I think I would have to ad-

Nashville Tennessean. mit to thatstipulation based on the position 1
Ray, serving a 99-year sentence in the they had me in -Percy Foreman, the trial

judge and the prosecutor," Ray said. COURIER EXPRESSKing assassination, said he was pressured
into a guilty plea in 1969 by his lawyer at He said he is convinced he might have Buffalo, New York
the time, Percy Foreman. received "40 or 50 years" had he

"I'm not guilty in any way legally," represented himself or had a public

Ray said. "In other words, I didn't shoot defender handled his case.

him But I. may be in some way Ray said he signed a letter to Foreman
partly responsible for it I purchased authorizing the guilty plea. But he claimed
the weapon and things like that" the letter, prepared by Foreman, was

Ray claims a mysterious man named "completely false."

"Raoul" furnished the money for the rifle Ray said he was in the vicinity of the

apparently used to kill King in Memphis on murder scene at the time of the slaying but

April 4, 1968. But Ray said he had no idea that he was unaware of the killing until he

"Raoul" was planning to shoot King. heard about it on the radio.
"I understand the difference between Gave Gun to "Raol"

knowing and unknowing There's got Ray said, he bought the rifle, on which
to be a intent," he said in the interview. his fingerprints were found, \but claimed
Feared for Brother the last time he saw it was the day before

Ray said Foreman put him "in a bind" King's death when he gave it to "Raoul" in
by telling him. that the chances were "99 Memphis.
per cent" sure Ray would go to the electric Asked about his fingerprints, Ray said,
chains He said he also feared his brother, 'It doesn't surprise me too much. When,
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`Disband Assassinations Pane
The escape and recapture of James witnesses tell us is in conflict with what

.Earl -Raywould seem to have no bearing they supposedly told people who have
on whether the special House committee, written books about the assassinations
created last year to take a fresh look at and who have provided the basic leads
t h e assassinations of President John for the committee to pursue," a commit
Kdnnedy and the Rev. Martin Luther tee source said recently. (Indicate page, name of

'King Jr., should continue in business or This comes eight months after the newspaper, city and state.)
disband, committee began operations and long

Nor does the Ray incident alter our after initial personal squabbles produced
jadgment that this erratic special com- the resignations of both the original 11+
mittee - dogged from the start by bad chairman and chief counsel of the com
tempers and, apparently, bad leads - mittee. Reportedly, Arthur Goldberg, BUFFALO EVENING NEWS
should end its meanderings and chalk up former Supreme Court justiser- -es d Buffalo, New York
the last eight months to experience. ". Archibald Cox, former Watergate special

prosecutor, h a v e each turned down
ti-Ge nly the swift recapture of Ray offers to fill the chief counsel's spot. So

alive after his escape in Tennessee un- this key post, along with that of perma
dermines all those conspiracy theories nent staff director for the committee,premised on t h e suspicion that Dr* continues vacant. In other words, re
King's assassin was lured into an escape ' se'sponsible people are not jumping at the Te
-1o that he could be killed and thus si- chance to accept t h e s e important co
l)enued forever. Conspiracy theories of assignments.
assorted varieties have abounded in both Initially, there seemed some basis f.or
the Kennedy and King assassinations, the congresional decision to reopen the
But proof and hard evidence haven't assassination probe. Given the results to 43..374* r~ally surfaced. 'date, however, it would- seem best for _________

The new information that convinced a this ill-fated committee to crawl back off - 80-1876
House majority to establish the special the long, unpromising limb it is now I
committee, f o r example, has wilted clinging to.
under exacting scrutiny. In addition to everything else, ending

"We certainly have come up with the fruitless inquiry would save the tax.
>n'ing' earth-shaking, and much that payers $2.5 million. Date: 6/20/77

Edition: City
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Editor: M. C. BrOWne
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Disband Assassinations Panel
The escape and recapture of James witnesses tell us is in conflict with what

Earl Ray would seem to have no bearing they supposedly told people who have
on whether the special House committee, written books about the assassinations
created last year to take a fresh look at and who have provided the basic leads
the assassinations of President John for the committee to pursue," a commit-
Kennedy and the Rev. Martin Luther tee source said recently. (Indicate page, name of
'King Jr., should continue in business or This comes eight months after the newspaper, city and state.)

disband. committee began operations and long
Nor does the Ray incident alter our after initial personal squabbles produced

the resignations of both the original 14judgment that this erratic special com-
mittee - dogged from the start by bad chairman and chief counsel of the com-

tempers and, apparently, bad leads - mittee. Reportedly, Arthur Goldberg, BUFFALO EVENING NEWS
should end its meanderings and chalk up former Supreme Court justice, am d Buffalo, New York
the last eight months to experience. Archibald Cox, former Watergate special

prosecutor, have each turned down
Certainly the swift recapture of Ray offers to fill the chief counsel's spot. So

alive after his escape in Tennessee un- this key post, along with that of perma-dermines all those conspiracy theories nent staff director for the committee,
premised on the suspicion that Dr. continues vacant. In other words, re-
King's assassin was lured into an escape sponsible people are not jumping at the Bureau
so that he could be killed and thus si- ccchance to accept these importantlenced forever. Conspiracy theories of assignments.assorted varieties have abounded in both
the Kennedy and King assassinations, Initially, there seemed some basis for
But proof and hard evidence haven't the congressional decision to reopen the

really surfaced. assassination probe. Given the results to I - 44-374
date, however, it would seem best for

The new information that convinced a this ill-fated committee to crawl back off
House majority to establish the special the long, unpromising limb it is now 1 - 80-1876
committee, for example, has wilted clinging to.
under exacting scrutiny. In addition to everything else, ending

"We certainly have come up with the fruitless inquiry would save the tax-
nothing earth-shaking, and much that payers $2.5 million. Date: 6/20/77
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FNI Papers Trace Fi"ght
Of Ray After King Slaying'

unit ed l JH r, (Itrnaliona the late Rep. Adam Clayton
WASHINGTON - James Earl Ray was safely out Powell, Stokely Carmichael and

of the country two days, after he killed Martin Luther H. Rap Brown would be killed (Indicate page, name of
King, Jr.,,, and within five -weeks he was ,relaking at next and that, "We will take newspaper, city and state.)
nightclubs 'in Lisbon and considering a flight to Rhode- . care of Bobby Kennedy so henightlubswill never become president."
sia, according to newly released FBI documents. The FBI cleared the man

Ray deftly eluded a nation- whose name was not e > 6
wide FBI dragnet in the.weeks man named "Ralph" offered _

following the April 4,' 1968, two brothers $50,000 in an Atlan- - BFLOo EVENING NEWS
assassination by assuming, al- ta bar to kill Dr. King a few
iases and hopscotching North months before he was assassi- Buffalo, N. Y.
America and 'Western Europe nated.
on a series of plane flights,
using bogus passports, the files THE FILES said an intensive

Bfsore. hewsarse yinvestigation ,was conducted,___
Britaine Sc tlwas arres b but no one else in the area could
1968, FBI agents concluded, Ray identify the nian.
seriously considered. trying to one ofile arhlso aled wheo
become a mercenary soldier in sof the fbrotsca lled tyhes
Inigats nband and his alcoholic brother."

uInvestigators vagav ong The FBI rejected Ray's claim
after Ray's arrest they 'were. in a magazine interview that a
thwarted in t o shadowy "Raoul" offered himwoi__attempts pinpoin $12,000 to kill Dr. King~i~~
where he got the money for his."netgto yu,teInvestigation by us, the

t same time, the FBI Royal Canadian Mounted Police
foun noe eviene tomeproe Ray and the Mexican authorities has

was nvvd 'einccnprvacy failed thus far to identify Raoul
. '* * a or to verify his existence. We
B Ahave no information to date to.BTAGENCY reports tracing indicate that Ray 'was involved,

his activities after' the assassi- indico
nation, part of 40,000 pages of i nspiracy, the FBI said. ' Date: 1/25/78
FBI' files made available to 'A pair of reported plots to kill

nited Press International Sen. Robert F. Kennedy two . Edition: City
'Tuesday,'make clear that' Ray weeks before his assassination
had plenty of money for over- in Los' Angeles June .4, 1968,
seas airplane flights and hotel were investigated by the FBI
rooms. 'and apparently found not to, be 'Title: MURKIN
- In the. largest- manhunt in serious, the files showed.

history, the bureau decided Ray * *
had the racial hatred to provide . THE DOCUMENT$. Showed
a motive for the killing. the agency pursued dozens of Character:
.The FBI, trying to question rumors and tips about previous or

everyone in contact with Ray in attempts on the life of Dr. King. Classificati :
the year 'between his escape' Several of the tips suggested ' s
from a Missouri prison and the plots to kill Mr. Kennedy. Submitting 0
slaying, could find no one who " One threat against Dr. King
plotted murder with him. came from a Fort Lauderdale,

'The files disclose that the FBI Fla., former Ku Klux Klan
investigated a 1976 report that a member who told a w t

- - SEA ;CHED- INDEXED
SER ALIZEDJ
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FBI Papers Trace Flight
Of Ray After King Slaying

United Press International the late Rep: Adam Clayton
WASHINGTON - James Earl Ray was safely out Powell, Stokely Carmichael and

of the country two days after he killed Martin Luther H. Rap Brown would be killed
next and that, "We will take

(Indicate page, name of
King Jr and within five `weeks he was relaxing at newspaper, city and state.)
nightclubs in Lisbon and considering a flight to Rhode- care of Bobby Kennedy SO he

will never become president."
sia, according to newly released FBI documents. The FBI cleared the man

Ray deftly eluded a nation- whose name was not revealed 6
wide FBI dragnet in the weeks man named "Ralph" offered
following the April 4, 1968, two brothers $50,000 in an Atlan- BFLO. EVENING NEWS
assassination by assuming al- ta bar to kill Dr. King a few
iases and hopscotching North months before he was assassi- Buffalo, N. Y.
America and Western Europe nated.
on a series of plane flights,
using bogus passports, the files
show.

THE FILES said an intensive

Before he was arrested by investigation was conducted,

Britain's Scotland Yard June 8,
but no one else in the area could

1968, FBI agents concluded, Ray identify the man.

seriously considered trying to The files also say the wife of

become a mercenary soldier in one of the brothers called the

Africa. story "a fabrication by her hus-

Investigators never complete-
band and his alcoholic brother."

ly unraveled the saga. Long
The FBI rejected Ray's claim

after Ray's arrest they : were in a magazine interview that a

thwarted in attempts to pinpoint shadowy "Raoul" offered him

where he got the money for his $12,000 to kill Dr. King?

ventúre "Investigation by us, the
At the same time, the FBI Royal Canadian Mounted Police

found no evidence to prove Ray
and the Mexican authorities has

was involved in-a conspiracy.
failed thus far to identify Raoul
or to verify his existence. We

BUT AGENCY reports tracing
have no information to date to

his activities after the assassi-
indicate that Ray was involved,

nation, part of 40,000 pages of in a conspiracy," the FBI said. Date: 1/25/78
FBI files made available to A pair of reported plots to kill

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy two Edition:
United Press International City
Tuesday, make clear that Ray

weeks before his assassination

had plenty of money for over- in Los` Angeles June 4, 1968,

seas airplane flights and hotel were investigated by the FBI
and apparently found not to. be Title: MURKIN

rooms.
In the largest- manhunt in serious, the files showed.

history, the bureau decided Ray * *
had the racial hatred to provide THE DOCUMENTS showed
a motive for the killing. the agency pursued dozens of Character:

The FBI, trying to question rumors and tips about previous or
everyone in contact with Ray in attempts on the life of Dr. King. Classification 44-374
the year between his escape Several of the tips suggested
from a Missouri, prison and the plots to kill Mr. Kennedy. Submitting Office Buffalo
slaying, could find no one who One threat against Dr. King
plotted murder with him. came from a Fort Lauderdale,

The files disclose that the FBI Fla., former Ku Klux Klan 44-374-430
investigated a 1976 report that a member who told a woman that
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Henry Locke BUT JAMES L. Theisen. who

recently was acting FBI agency

Caucus Hits
in charge of the local office in
recently was acting FBI agent
chief, said the portrayal in the
television show on Dr. King's

FBI Taclics life "was far from the way
things happened."

(Indicate page, name of
"I was in the South in 1965 newspaper, city and state.)

With King
when all the things were going
on," Theisen said. "We went in
to do a job and we did it. B-5

THE ISSUE of the Federal Theisen said he spent 14
Bureau of Investigation's FBP COURIER EXPRESS

months in the South during the
reported involvements in illegal civil rights struggles during the BUFFALO, N.Y.
tactics to 1960s and claimed there were
discredit the no illegal actions by FBI
late Rev. Dr. agents
Martin Luther 00 Bureau
King Jr., as
shown on a re-
cent television
broadcast. has
come under fire 1 - 80-1877
by many black
leaders. Locke

State Assem-
blyman Al Vann, D-New
York City, chairman of the
Black and Puerto Rican
Legislative Caucus. said the 20

caucus members will research
the allegations shown in the
television drama.

And if they are found to be
actual portrayals of the FBI's
actions to discredit the slain
civil rights leader. along with Date: 2/26/78
hundreds of other Edition: FOUR STAR
demonstrators from 1955-68 in
their struggles to eliminate
segregated barriers, the caucus
will develop some recom- Title: MURKIN
mendations.

However. Vann acknowledged
that many black leaders
throughout the nation were Character:
suspicious of the FBI's in-
volvement during many civil or

44-374
rights marches. But the Classification:
average man on the- street did

Submitting Office: BUFFALO
not learn of the FBI alleged in-
volvements until they saw the
television show. "King."

That program showed the FBI 44 374 431
paying young blacks to riot to
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make Dr. King look bad as the

SERIALIZED FILED
leader of a demonstration. as
well as being involved in illegal
wiretaps and tape recordings
about the ciergyman's personal H2 FEB 28 1978

life
FBI - BUFFALO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

N,-? RY D. LCKTE Jr._. Lee said rmny--4is close -"By Dr. King being ad COURIER -EXPRESS
Comaicr-Exr.+e55sstaff Reporter associates developed the feeling the Nobel-Peace Prize for his BUFFALOt N. Ylany black leaders in the that when "a black reached a fight for human dignity for all

Buffalo area were outraged certain level of infiluence or' people proves that Bull Connors
abouit the illegal ta c tLi~ s- achieved- a - vast amount. of (a police chief in Alabama) and

Jaotdy-sdb-teFederal powr,-:.ti -str-ifouur- would try other oppressors were wrong,"-
Bureau of Im-estigation (FBI) to strike him down and use any But James L. Theisen, acting
to disiedeit the late Rev. Dr. illegal tacatics necessary to do agent in charge of the local p0Bureau
M-artin Luther kintr sJrrsd the ofeeling the EbL. . a Preoffic. fh his -A -.h.Yi
shown in last week's television "It nay have been a new agency indulged in illegal tac
serioal about the siam i civil right revelation to some people, Lee tics to dtiscreit Dr. King or 1 _ 80 -1877
leader's. life. said, "but I have known for a any person in this nation.

The three-pant mte, entited long time that there are two the said the way the FBI was
"K~ig,".;was shown on, WOR-. sets of rules in law enforcement portrayed in the television show
Television; Channel 2. It was -- one for blacks and one for on Dr. .King's life "was far,
based on Dr. King's lie, wites - with the government from the way things happened.
speciaydiring -the perid of behg the most powerful." I was in the South in 1965 when

193r-196Cwhen hie led hundreds Recallsopen Conflict all the things were going on.
of n demonstrations in a struggle Daniel R. Acker, president of e went in to do a job and we
to str daowit -segregation rhe. ffolliapteroplf Lhe e Na-tid 1t yeite Dr. ias

arrer in this nation, tidal Association for the and discussed themnit the
in1 . interviews. with The Advancement of Colored Pei U.S. Attorneys on the scene.

Courier-Express, some of the ople, said the late FBI director There were no illegal actions
liadrs said thy sus n cs r in op enfor thee i the FBI." sion:show

"'eeiin ; 'Cr1hanntel 2.FI ha confor black and oing. fo en :.. Drt Kig lir "9a far8

not used all of its powers . hto"It was kept a secret from tEdition: FOUR STA
prostrt -Dr. inhig and his sun- many- people," Acker said. -n
Porters during demnstrations "But now we find out (through
in many of this nation's cities, the television show) the role the

newrAbout "Smear" FBI could have had i the Title: MUds thN
Donald R. Lee, president of assasination of Dr. e .igen--

Ce lack Development Foun- "It's a shame that the FBI
dation (BDF) said: "I was ac- had the guards removed, who'

tivinthe ci ila igt mhove: er potecting 7Dr. FKingmi Character: C

FBI was u1sin9 illegal tactics to 'be solely responsible for Dr. or /4 -,17sm ears hatnthename King's death. Plus the FBI paid Classification

ami wuasr a commonfolin epl ke Dr Kngiloo\kemphiso Submitting Office:

that not amly oftse FBI was out kutadeit aser o
to get Dr. King, but state police aaina tp e r." Ke
agencies and other aw en-'sIctink the FI sowte roethe

' forcemenlt officials used the Scot Kin Dr. King's wife, a U K
FBIa s i legaltactics.' p ublic apology for al the bad : 4N-EXE

smatrhig' ae ings deth iuthicedt DBI Said 'IE:.,I~-'""
"Itwa a eeintha e D r.ding had and

commonie ry looeSumitinsOfic:

among Dr King'sBollowLr
that~~~~~ no env'h P automd t airt
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Local Black Leaders React

Strongly To FBI Tactics as

Depicted in 'King'
(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

B-3
HENRY D. LOCKE Jr. Lee said many of close 'By Dr. King being COURIER EXPRESS

Courier-Express Staff Reporter associates developed the feeling the Nobel Peace Prize for his

Many black leaders in the that when "a black reached a fight for human dignity for all BUFFALO, N.Y.
Buffalo area were outraged certain level of influence or people proves that Bull Connors
about the illegal tactics achieved. a vast amount. of (a police chief in Alabama) and
reportedly by the Federal power the structure would try other oppressors were wrong.
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to strike him down and use any But James L. Theisen, acting
to discredit the late Rev. Dr. illegal tactics necessary to do agent in charge of the local 00 Bureau
Martin Luther King as the job FBI office. denied that his
shown in last week's television 'It may have been a new agency indulged in illegal tac-
series about the slain civil right revelation to some people, Lee tics to discredit Dr. King or 1 - 80-1877
leader's life. said, "but I have known for a any person in this nation.

The three-part movie, entitled long time that there are two He said the way the FBI was

"King," was shown on. WGR- sets of rules in law enforcement portrayed in the television show

Television; Channel 2. It was one for blacks and one for on Dr. King's life "was far
based on Dr. King's life, whiles - with the government from the way things happened.

especially during the period of being the most powerful." I was in the South in 1965 when

1955-1968 when he led hundreds Recalls Open Conflict all the things were going on.

of demonstrations in a struggle We went in to do a job and we
Daniel R. Acker, president of

to strike down segregation did it.the Euffälo chapter of the: Na- We investigated the cases
barriers in this nation. tional Association for the and discussed them with the

In interviews with The Advancement of Colored Pe U.S. Attorneys on the scene.
Courier-Express, some of the ople, said the late FBI director, There were no illegal actions
leaders said they suspected for J. Edgar Hoover was/in open there by the FBI."
many years -that the FBI had conflict with Dr. King. Date:2/19/78
not used all of its powers to "It was kept a secret from Edition: FOUR STAR
protect Dr. King and his sup- many- people." Acker said.

porters during demonstrations "But now we find out (through
in many of this nation's cities. the television show) the role the
Knew About "Smear" FBI could have had in the Title: MURKIN

Donald R. Lee, president of assasination of Dr. King.
the Black Development Foun- "It's a shame that the FBI
dation (BDF) said: "I was ac- had the guards removed. who

tive in the civil rights move- were protecting Dr. King in CR
Character:

ment and I was aware that the Memphis, Tenn. The FBI may
FBI was using illegal tactics to be solely responsible for Dr. or 44-374
smear Dr. King's name. King's death. Plus the FBI paid Classification:

"It was a common feeling people to riot in Memphis to BURPALS
make Dr. King look bad and Submitting Office:

among Dr. King's followers
that not only the FBI was out that made it easier to
to get Dr. King, but state police

assassinate Dr. King.

agencies and other law en-
I think the FBI owes Coretta

forcement officials used the Scott King, Dr. King's wife, a 44-374-432
public apology for all the bad CHED INDEXED

mo-illegal tactics."
things it did to discredit Dr. SERIALIZED
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FILED
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Pioedl olations "We can't prove it. But base4 -the film inferred that the agent King with Communirb-groups
Theisen said he spent 100 on the hatred that Hoover had later began fabricating in- and also to 'try to label Dr.

percent of his t i m e in- for Dr. King, nothing is too far formation about Dr. King so he King as a person who had
vestigating alleged violations of fetched for him to have at- could get back in the good avoided paying his income tax
federal laws for 14 months tempted to get rid of .Dr.' graces of Hoover. And that es."
while in the South. If there King." ' fabrication continued through . He said the film showed
were violations, he said, they Dr. Winton ' J. Hardiman, the FBI agency until Dr. King Hoover as a person who was so
were investigated by the FBI regional director of the NAACP, was destroyed.
and reported to the U.S. said the image of tie FBI. in Hanesworth also said the film, powerful that he "was ex
Department of Justice f or the minds of blacks and whites, tremely dangerous" to anyone
further action. was damaged, because o f po disagreed with his

When he was asked Whether Hoover's dislike for Dr. King. documents to "hook up Dr. philosophy.
he felt the public would change 'There were many presidents - t ' -__3
its. long-time positive image of the United States who were
about the FBI, he said: afraid . to move a g a i n st

I'TE1 control how people Hoover." Hardiman said.
:think. I knoy that we, as a "Two-Edged Sword ...
matter of course, did not get "But blacks always felt that
involved in any illegal actions, the law.was a two-edged sword
I have been an agent for 13 . - one for blacks and one for
years, and no time did I ex- whites. Blacks did not get equal
perience any such action." justice in courts or in having

Rev. Bennett W. Smith,. a crimes against blacks solved.
former asosciate of Dr. King, "The story on Dr. King's life
and now pastor of St. John reinforced that belief in the
Baptist Chruch, 184 Goodell St., minds of blacks that a dual
said "traditionally the attitudes system of justice still exists in
by blacks towards the FBI was this country because too many

. unfavorable because there were people are afraid to express
no black agents." their opinions for fear they will

Rev. Smith, who als6- is lose their jobs or chances for a
coordinator of Operation PUSH) promotion."
(People United to S a v e Hardiman said the open op
Humanity), said when former position by Bull Connors in.
U.S. Attorney' General Robert Alabama to equal rights, aided.
F. Kennedy suggested t o Dr. King and his movement
Hoover that some black agents because "it made the wofld
be hired, Hoover made his aware of the iu b st a n d a r d
chafffeur and porters F B I ..treatments that blacks had to
agents and continued them in put up with in their fight for
their domestic jobs. ' human justice."

"Blacks have always had Grant R. Hanesworth, assis
negative feelings about the FRI tant director of the Buffalo
because of the way Hoover felt Division for Youth, said before
about blacks. People close to the film on Dr. King's life was
Dr. King knew about the wire shown on television, many peo
taps and the tapes sent to Mrs. ple believed the FBI was all
King and many of us are not positive. But now it has caused
convinced that the FBI was not the "death of.. the myth,"
involved in the conspiracy to because all of the FBI's actions
assassinate Dr. King." 'against Dr. King appeared to

*Haiwer, the cergyman said: have been racially motivated.
Agent Found No Link

Hanesworth said one FBI
agent who was assigned by
Hoover to investigate the ac
tivities of Dr. King found
himself on the bad side of the
late FBI director, because the.
slain leader could not be con
nected to any left wing'
organization.

Ua°e : Hanesworth__aid

Probed Violations "We can't prove it. But based the film inferred that the agent King with Communist groups
Theisen said he spent 100 on the hatred that Hoover had later began fabricating in- and also to try to label Dr.

percent of his time in- for Dr. King, nothing is too far formation about Dr. King so he King as a person who had
vestigating alleged violations of fetched for him to have at- could get back in the good avoided paying his income tax-
federal laws for 14 months tempted to get rid of Dr. graces of Hoover. And that es."
while in the South. If there King." fabrication continued through He said the film showed
were violations, he said, they Dr. Winton J. Hardiman, the FBI agency until Dr. King
were investigated by the FBI regional director of the NAAOP, was destroyed.

Hoover as a person who was so

and reported to the U.S. said the image of the FBI. in powerful that he "was ex-Hanesworth also said the film,
Department of Justice for the minds of blacks and whites, tremely dangerous" to anyone-

further action. was damaged because of portrayed the FBI as forging who disagreed with his
Hoover's dislike for Dr. King. documents to "hook up Dr. philosophy.When he was asked whether

he felt the public would change "There were many presidents
its. long-time positive image of the United States who were
about the FBI, he said: afraid to move against

can't control how people Hoover." Hardiman said.

think. I know that we, as a "Two-Edged Sword
matter of course, did not get "But blacks always felt that
involved in any illegal actions. the law was a two-edged swordI have been an agent for 13 one for blacks and one for
years, and no time did I ex- whites. Blacks did not get equal
perience any such action." justice in courts or in having

Rev. Bennett W. Smith, a crimes against blacks solved.
former asosciate of Dr. King. "The story on Dr. King's life
and now pastor of St. John reinforced that belief in the
Baptist Chruch, 184 Goodell St., minds of blacks that a dual
said "traditionally the attitudes system of justice still exists in
by blacks towards the FBI was this country because too many
unfavorable because there were people are afraid to express
no black agents." their opinions for fear they will

Rev. Smith, who also is lose their jobs or chances for a
coordinator of Operation PUSH) promotion."
(People United to Save Hardiman said the open op-
Humanity), said when former position by Bull Connors in
U.S. Attorney General Robert Alabama to equal rights, aided
F. Kennedy suggested to Dr. King and his movement
Hoover that some black agents because "it made the world
be hired, Hoover made his aware of the substandard
chafffeur and porters FBI treatments that blacks had to
agents and continued them in put up with in their fight for
their domestic jobs. human justice."

"Blacks have always had Grant R. Hanesworth, assis-
negative feelings about the FBI tant director of the Buffalo
because of the way Hoover felt Division for Youth, said before
about blacks. People close to the film on Dr. King's life was
Dr. King knew about the wire shown on television, many peo-
taps and the fapes sent to Mrs. ple believed the FBI was all
King and many of us are not positive. But now it has caused
convinced that the FBI was not the "death of the myth,"
involved in the conspiracy to because all of the FBI's actions
assassinate Dr. King." against Dr. King appeared to

However, the cergyman said: have been racially motivated.

Agent Found No Link
Hanesworth said one FBI

agent who was assigned by
Hoover to investigate the ac-
tivities of Dr. King found
himself on the bad side of the
late FBI director because the
slain leader could not be con-
nected to any left wing
organization.
However Hanesworth said
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