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12/9/75

AIRTEL AR MAIL

T0:  DIRECTOR, FBI (44-3886)
mon:%m, BugF)

Re Buffalo nitel dated 11/28/75 relsating to .

newspaper publicity, etc., at Toronto, Ontario, Canada

. concerning efforts to reopen .inveﬂst&%;ation of Dr. KING's
death in the United States. Re nitel reflected that one
HAROLD KIRK of Toronto was to be interviewed by the
Metropolitan Toronto Police Department (MTPD), Toronto

" since he reportedly had information re_lating to a former
cellmate at Mimico Correctional Imstitute, ldentified as
CLIFFORD H. ANDREWS, aka R. L. WARREN. As noted in referenced
nitel ANDREWS, according to Toronto newspaper publicity '
reportedly could testify as to his participation in the

plot to assassinate Dr. KING. :

Homicide Squad, MTPD, advised he had been responsible ‘

for an investigation in Toronto which led to HAROLD KIRK's = -
subsequent incarceration at Mimico and that KIRK, probably
because he remembered STEVENSON's name called the Homicide
'Squad at approximately 3:15 p.m. on 11/28/75 at which time

he made reference to the KING newspaper publicity and asked
to be interviewed. _ ,
‘ . Sgt. STEVENSON advised that he interviewed KIRK -

later on that afternoon at Mimico and that he apparently

intended to impress STEVENSON with his importance due to
his former association with CLIFFORD H. ANDREWS.
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STEVENSON characterized KIRK as a proliflic check passer

in the past and a “con man". KIRK claimed thet he first
met ANDREWS while in the hospital ward at Mimico in
July, 1975 at which time he made various statements, exact

- details unrecalled, rvelating to the KING assassination.
Tt was not until KIRK read the newspaper publicity re

ANDREWS on 11/28/75 that he felt that there might be
some substance to ANDREWS claim to have some knowledge of
the alleged plot to assassinate Dr. KING.

KIRK recalled that ANDREWS had’ told him he was in
need of money to return to the United States and that he

had also asked KIRK regarding the location of an individual

in Toronto from whom he might obtain money. KIRK had
no knowledge if ANDREWS had been successful in contacting
this person in Toronto following ANDREWS release from Mimico.

_ - Summing up the contact with KIRK, Staff Sgt. STEVENSON .
wag of the opinion that he, KIRK, had nothing positive to
furnish relating to an alleged assassination plot based on
conversations he had with ANDREWS previously. .

As previously reported in referenced nitel, .ANDREWS .

 reportedly was released from Mimico on 9/30/75. In this

regard, Inspector GEORGE SELLAR (NA), Homicide Squad, MIPD,

Toronto, advised 12/9/75 as follows:

- The 12/5/75 edition of the "Toronto Star," a
Toronto dally newspaper, contained an article captloned
“Cited in King Case, Jahefd Canadian Says He Knows Nothing,."
and was datelined Calgary, Alberta, Thils article made
reférence to ANDREWS, identifying him as CL RD _HO :
5, formerly of the Southampton = Port Elgin area of
. 0, as presently being incarcerated for a three month
perfod at the Calgary Correctionsl Institute, after being
convicted of car theft, Relgezcédly, the institute's warden,
identified as TERENCE DOWNIE, was quoted in the article as
saying ANDREWS told him that he did not know anything about
he assasalnation of Dr, KING and further that he did not
wish to be interviewed by enyone concerning it.
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An additional article regard: this matter

wﬁpeared in the 12/6/75 edition of the ' oronto Star,’
erein the warden of CalE avy said that ANDREWS actually
was seiving only one montl in prison there and that it

* was expected he would be released aroumd 12/10/75. This :

article, along with other thin egs pointed out that priszon
records, not further identified, revealed that AND was
i{‘x_raginl in. Sudbury, Ontario, on the day that Dr. MARTIN

L RING was assassinated in April, 1968.

No further action being taken,
Copies of this comni.catio as well as
referenced Buffalo nitel; being fumished to Memphis

gﬁfice of origin) by rout!.ng slip for inclusion their
s .

P
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CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS

(AND RELATED INFORMATION)

CLIFFORD HoLMEs ANDREWS

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
OTTAWA, CANADA

FPS No. 75538A

.

SUMMARY OF POLICE

(NOT INTENDED FOR SENTE

FPS No. /9538A

ODATE AND PLACE OF
SENMTENCE

CHARGE

DISPOSITION

DATE, PLACE
CHARGE AND DISPOSITION

7

1 - Aue. 19
FINGERPRINTED BY
PF PoRT ELGIN, ONT.

>

® THIS IS A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED 8

CURRENT QUTSTANDING CHARGE(S)

FALsE ‘PRETENCES Sec.321 CC

NOo DISPOSITION

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. ALL CONVICTIONS ARE

Y F
3UPPORTE.D BY FINGERPRINTS. DISTRIBUTION IS RESTRICTED TO AUTHORIZED AGENCIES,

C-480% (a/74)

-~ .
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CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS

(AND RELATED INFORMATION)

gageam CLIFFORD HoLMeEs ANDREWS

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
OTTAWA, CANADA

FPS No. 7H538A

SUMMARY OF POLIC!

" (NOT INTENDED FOR SEN:

FPS No. 75538A

DATE AND PLACE OF
SENTENCE

CHARGE

DISPOSITION

DATE, PLACE
CHARGE AND DISPOSITION

.= Oct. 1
~NTO, ONT.

1967 - Mar. 10

1967 - SEPT. 26
SuDBURY, ONT.

19638 - MARr. 11
SUDBURY, ONT.

1668 ~ MAR: 11

- Nov; 6
NTO, ONT.

) ~ DEC. 2
HAMILTON, ONT.

1971 = May 28

1974 -~ SepT. 4
MILTON, ONT.

1974 - Dec. 16
OweN Sounp, ONT.

N
w

N

(1) Fraub (2 cHGs.)
(2) Fraubp (2 cHGs.)

S

CommoN AssAuLT, Sec. 231 (1) CC
(3 CHGS. )

AssauLT C.B.H., Sec. 231 (2) CC

PArROLE VIOLATOR

UTTERING (2 CHGS.)

(1) FrRauD (4 cHGS.)
{(2) Poss. OF STOLEN PROPERTY
UNDER $50.

EXTORTION SEC.305(1) CC

{1) FRAUD BY ACCOMMODATION SEC.
322(1) CC

(2) FALSE PRETENCES SEC.320(1) CC
(5 cHes. )

(1) 2 YRS. ON EACH CHG. CONC.

(2) 2 YRS, ON EACH CHG. CONC. BUT
CONSEC. TO #1

PAROLED

Finep $50. 1/D 10 DAYS ON EACH

CHG. CONSEC.

30 DAYS

RECOMMITTED

9 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC.

(1) 16 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC.

{2) 3 MOS. CONC.

PAROLED

1 YR.

(1) 6 MOS. GONSEC. TO SENT.
SERVING

(2) 6 MosS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. &
CONC. TO.#1

e THIS f6 A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, ALL CONVICTIONS ARE

SUPPORTED BY FINGERPRINTS. DISTRIBUTION 1S RESTRICTED TO AUTHORIZED AGENCIES,

C-480% (a/74

! -

¢
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G PURPOSES

1963 Auc 29 BRACEBRIDGE ONT ,
OBTAINING FOOD & LODGING BY FRAUD-
WITHDRAWN

1965 QOcT TITORONTO OnT
Fraub (3 cHGs.), ATT. FRAUD - ALL
D1sMISSED

1970- Nov 6 TORONTO ONT

FORGERY (2 cHGs.), Poss oF ‘
REVENUE PAPER, THEFT OVER $50.,

p
A

DETACH HERE

055 OF STOLEN PROPERTY OVER $50.-
tL DisMISSED

1970 Dec 2 HAMILTONVONT
Z ABSCOND BAIL, THEFT OVER $50. -

z

& WITHDRAWN

WHEN USED 1K COURT FOR SENT
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12-12-75

- Mirtel .. . . VIA COURIER

SPas. .o D'.l.rector, xm (44-38861)

From: f‘z,ag:fc/L Ottawa (44-4) (mm)

. Subject: -MURKIN

'»_ReBUcab dated 11—29-75

Enclosed for the Bureau, Buffalo, and Memphis are copies'

fof RCHP record for Clifford Holmes Andrewa.‘ Also enclosed for
; Benphis 1s one photograph or Andrews. e

- fs - Bureau (Enc. 1)

1 ¢¢ = Memphis. (Enc. 2)
. Buffalo (Enc. 1)
o 1 cc - Foreign,Liaison Unit (Enc. 1)

o 4///—374/— :?W-~
| smamf WDEYED " orm
" | SERIALIZED FLED /Ef‘ |
T DEC3 1175 -
F3l - BUFFALO
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

King Slaying
Study Finds |
No U.S. Link

© New York Times News Service 1 ’
WASHINGTON — The Justice '
Dept.’s Civil Rights Div., after '
.a four-month study of federal
records 1elat1ng to the-
assassination of the Rev. Dr.
Martm Luther ng Jr., has
found no divdence'of govern-
jment complicity of a tangible
conspiracy in the black leader’s
- death, according to department
* sources. -~
But ' Asst. Atty. Gen. J.
Stanley Pottinger, who headed
the review of files compiled at
' the time of King’s death ‘in 1968,
', is. nevertheless expected by
_some Justice officials to .
recommend a new enquiry into |
the assassination in hopes of
" resolving persistent questions
about the motives and activities
of James Earl Ray, the con-
victed assassin. .

Report Awaited

One source noted that Pot-
“ tinger’s report on the matter,
desceribed as quite lengthy,
would not be sent to Atty. Gen.
Edward H. Levi until late this .
week or early next and that a ' .
srecommendation fo begin a full- '
, scale field investigation of the “

" Memphis assassination had not
yet been committed to paper.
But the source acknowledged
that a new investigation would
*be “the most credible way to
handle” the renewed public
' concern about the assassination

that resulted from disclosures .
last November by the Senate
: intelligence committee of a,
secret six-year effort by the '
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon !
. m&s‘;’ﬂﬂd dlscrem-rmns,.)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

2

—

COURIER EXPRESS
iuffalo, New York

Date: 3/24/76

edition: Four Star
Author:

Editor:

Title: MUBKIN
Character:;

or
Classificdtion: )+)+—3'7)+ )
Submitting Office falo

O spogfosissnd zof
ZZ cf 27 F 4

MAR 241976
2 FBE-BUFFALO




FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

\.

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Examine King case
. ' . P
Ifmm all sides J

The recent four-month U.S. Justice .
Department review of the circumstances
surrounding the assassination of Rev. Martin:
Luther King turned up no evidence that the FBI -
or any other government agency was involved ins
_the murder. But that was reassuring only as far)
as it went. 3

Recent revelations that Dr. King was?"
subjected to wiretapping and harassment by the
FBI have deepened the suspicions that were first
raised about the original government

‘ mvestxgatwn of the assassination.

Clearing away those suspicions demands fot:
only that.the government again review the case,
jas it has now done, that the murder be examined! -
from outside. So 1t’s encouraging to learn that|
the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division is;-
“about to recommend the appomtment of such an
independent comumnittee,

It’s to be hoped that the recommendation ls
both made and accepted. The shocting of Dr.
King may never be satisfactorily explamed but

Jnt s essential that nothing be left undone in the]j

search for possible motives and conspiracies

The memory of a great man demands nothing

less.. - P e
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newspaper, city and state.)
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B [nquiry Finds No FBI LF.wfj}Zﬂ‘

\In King Assassination, Probe |

b From News Wire Services
. WASHINGTON, April 29 —-
, Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi said
" today a five-month Justice De-
partment inquiry has discover-
"ed no evidence that the FBI's
. investigation of Dr. Maftin Lu-
ther King’s assassination was.
faulty or that there was any
(‘basis to believe that the. FBI
, [0, any way caused™ his death.
"Nevertheless, the attorney
; general said he was ordering a
' continued review of all records.
!in' the Justice Department on
the slain civil rights leader and

an additional éxamination of -

lrecords at FBI. headquarters
and field offices to determine
«whether the FBJ-acted improp-
‘erly in any way before or after’
Jthe 1967 murder. -
'~ “It is believed that more
han 200,000 documents may be
nvolved,,’ Mr. Levi said.

Mr. Levi apparently rejected “
one; key recommendation of:
Asst. Atty. Gen. J. Stanley Pot- | .
tinger, who conducted' the .in-
quiry, that a conimittee outside !
the government review the .
investigation of D,¥. King’s '
murder. . . i

Mr. Pottinger, head of the -
Justice Department’s Civil!
Rights Division, began this in-'
quiry last November in the;
wake of disclosures that -the'
FBI had wiretapped and eon-|
tinually harassed” Dr. King on|
ordérs from-the late FB] Direc-
tor J, Edgar Hoover. ' - !

In his report completed April |

"9, he confirmed that the FBI'
tried to discredit Dr, King and ' -
’»}hde civil rights movement he
ed. o

' But he said there wasino indi- ] ‘
cation that the FBI. was involv- i -
¢d in'the King assass n._

L SAC @

—

2. ASAC_ 07X

wie

3, Sec. Supvr.
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FBI
Transmit in Via airtel
— — _ _ fTypeinplaintextorcode)  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ [Precedence) =
4-21-76
SAC, Albany (Date)
Director, FBI
IA RELATIONS
SPONSE TO CRITICISM OF FBI

, NCERNING ACTIONS TAKEN

L,AGAINST MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

s During the recent past, there have been many allega-

<tieops in the media concerning the FBI and actions taken by the
"Ejﬂpégainst Martin Luther King. Jr.

In order to assist you in responding to ingquiries,
ot only from the media but also to questions posed to you
aring public appearances, I am setting forth some of the more
,frequent allegations, together with responses which have been
‘Tade in regard to these allegations. You may feel free to
+uEilize these responses whenever the subject of Martin Luther
7 King arises.

l

In responding generally to questions and criticism
E;gardlng the FBI's investigation of King, it should be noted
that our investigation should be viewed in context of the time
Hwvolved--the early and mid-1960's--not.today. Those were years
of considerable racial strife throughout the Nation when sub-
versive and other disruptive elements were attempting to
capitalize for their advantage on the social awakening in our
country on the civil rights issue.

5 om3 L -

I 4
r\

i
!

o RS, A0 S R A
& s v
.t

Media, congressional and public criticism of our
investigation of King have occurred in the following major
areas:

2 - Each Field Office

(Do not type below this line.)
ELMIRA 7§f51_ )
/ upnEva_ Ny ‘//7 y o | 457 - 400

4 . . . ..‘________
£ JAMESTOWN il s 1'
NIAGARA FALLS - é ¢ ' . G |
Dt . tdfc
OLEAN 2 ' 54 Ww'é ] /

e VZRL /e

& 50-2/7;4/0&,«/
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Airtel to SAC, Albany
RE: MEDIA RELATIONS

ALLEGATION: The FBI had no valid basis for investigating

King.

RESPONSE: This is not true. The FBI had a valid
basis for investigating King to determine the extent of communist
influence being exerted upon him. However, for reasons of
national security and ongoing investigations, the FBI is unable
to provide any specifics. It can also be pointed out that this
communist influence was of concern not only to the FBI, but also
the President and Attorney General of the United States, who
spoke personally with King concerning the matter. It should be
noted that the bona fide civil rights activities of King were
never under FBI investigation.

ALLEGATION: That the FBI conducted illegal electronic
surveillances of King.

RESPONSE: This is not true. All electronic surveil-
lances of King were legal.

ALLEGATION: The FBI mailed an anonymous tape and
letter to King. According to interpretation by various individuals
in the media and the Senate Intelligence Committee, contents of
this letter suggested King commit suicide.

RESPONSE: There is no record .in the official FBI files
to verify that any mailing of anonymous letter or tape recording
to King was an official FBI action or with FBI approval. As to
the suggestion that the letter sent to King urged his suicide,
we can find no basis for any conclusion that the anonymous letter
urged King's suicide and we do not know what the letter urged.
All we do know is that the draft, or original of what might have
been the letter, was found in papers left at the FBI by a former
Bureau official.

ALLEGATION: The FBI played tapes of monitored King
conversations to persons outside the FBI.

RESPONSE: There is nothing in the files of the FBI to
substantiate such an allegation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Airtel to SAC, Albany
RE: MEDIA RELATIONS

‘ . ALLEGATION: Information developed during our
investigation of King was disseminated outside the Executive
Branch of Government.

RESPONSE: This is true. Although our primary dissemi-
nation regarding King was made within the Executive Branch, there
was some limited dissemination to other U. S. Government elements
such as Congressmen. In several instances, on a highly selective
basis, dissemination was made outside the Federal Government to
leaders in religious, academic and news media fields. Dissemina-
tion did not include playing of any tapes.

ALLEGATION: The FBI conducted a campaign to discredit
and neutralize King.

RESPONSE: The FBI during its investigation of King
initiated actions, including several under our Counterintelligence
Programs, to neutralize and discredit King. There was no
statutory basis for such actions. As to the possible motive for
the activity, because of reasons of privacy and delicacy, possible
motive is not proper subject for public discussion.

ALLEGATION: That the FBI was in some way involved
in the assassination of King.

RESPONSE: False. There is no evidence to support
such an allegation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Emuary Firids Mo F
In King Assassination, Probe

LT TR

From News Wire Services
“A'*HINGTON April 29 —
Atty. Gen. Edwmd H. Levij said
today a five-month Justice De-
pariment inquiry has discover-
ed no evidence that the FBI's
investigation of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King’s assassination was
‘aulty or that there was any
“basis to believe that the FBI
“n any way caused” his death.

. Nevertheless, the attorney
" gencral said he was ordering a
continued review of all records
in the Justice Department on
the slain civil rights leader and
an additional examination of
records at FBI headquarters
and field offices to determine
whether the FBI acted improp-

erly in any way before or after’

the 1967 murder.

"It is Dbelieved that more
than 200,000 documents may be
..nvolved ” Mr. Levi said.

&“auTw

Mr. Levi apparently rejected -
one key recommendation of
Asst. Atty. Gen. J. Stanley Pot-
tinger, who conducted the in-
quiry, that a committee outside
the government review the
investigation of Dr. King's
murder.

Mr. Pottinger, head of the
Justice Departmen®s i< il
Rights Division, began his in-
quiry last November in the
wake of disclosures that ' the
FBI had wiretapped and con-
tinually harassed Dr. King on
orders from the late FB] Direc-
tor J. Edgar Hoover,

In his report compieted April
9, he confirmed that the FBI
med to discredit Dr, King and
‘the c¢ivil rights movement ‘he
ed.

* But he said there was no indi-
fation that the FBI was involv-
ed in the King, assassifiation.,
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The U..S. sixth Circuit Court

to killing the civil rights leader
-and had rteceived competemt
legal advicé. I

: King was -assassinated
o Aprll i 4, '1968 in, Memphis,
Tenn. Ray is now servmg a 99-
" year sentence in the Tennessee
State Prison in Nashville.

Ever since he pleaded guxlty
to” first-degree murder on
I March 10, 1969, Ray has been
seeking to withdraw that plea
and to stand trial.

He contended that his - plea
was, not “voluntarily and intel-
. hgemtly” made because his,
| attorney, Percy Foréman, had-
pressured him into pleadmg

guilty.against his will. v
) ety

e %k

* THE APPELLATE court. de-

cided, however, that “the plea|

| was entered/ voluntarily and

| knowingly.”

* \The judges said that Judge
Preston Battle ‘‘very carefully

tariness of his' plea before it
was accepted.

was occurring.”

" J“effective assistance of coun-
sel.” . -
Tk W w ‘

—— .
_RAY ALLEGED that Mr.|

| : ATT[TeaIs Cou rt Re jeﬁ*
Ray Bid for New Trial -

Unlted Press International B

CINCINNATI May 10 — James Earl Ray, the | .

| confessed assassin of Dr. Martin Luther, King Jr.,} -
{who now claims he is innocent, today Iost his latest [ ...~
attempt to change his guilty plea and stand trlal l,.

" jof Appeals in a 3-0 ruling, de- Foreman was interested in get-|
cided that Ray had intelligently , ting the case:closed in order to4 '
and voluntarily pleadéd guilty make -money from magaiine,

i

questioned Ray as.to the volun-{-

| Ray also  appealed on ’
grounds that he was denied|

T

/book apd movie rxghts to Ray ’s-
« ‘story. ! -%:5

‘Ray cited contractual ~ ar-
rangements’ among himself, his'
attorneys and author lellam
Btadford Huie.

ruled:

“While lthese events mlght
have caused .spme prejudice to
Rdy had he’ decided to go to

trail, on this record there is no{

showing of actual prejudice.

“ The court concluded: “The!* o

advice which Ray received was

within the range of .competence] - -

demanded of attarns in!
CTl cases.” i . }

.+ “Ray specifically denied at

'y that time.that anyone had pres-
_ {sured him to plead guilty,” the}
-1 judges- noted.” “His responses| =
and actions in court revealed| - ° . .
that he was fully aware of what| - R

2025 RELEASE UNDER ‘E.O. 14176
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'AIRTEL . - . AIR MAIL - REGISTERED

- T0: mm:mx, FBI <mo-1oas7a)

. ure
- s ffalo h Package)

(ATTH: DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR ING&AH,
- INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) .

mour SAC, BUFFALO (100~18626) (RUC) .
MARTIN LUTHER xms. JR.

: »Buded- 8/9/76

~ Re Burean ni:ala, 7/29/76 and 7[30/76.

' Enclossd for the Buresu undsr separate cover ave .

REXOX 'c.apiu of entire serials or first page of zerials as

requested by referenced comuunications of Baffalo Division

- £ile 44‘374-, entitled "MURKIN."

" Items contained in Buffalo file 44374 1A section
. (and located there except as noted), which wers not dupliu e

cated, are describaﬂ as fonuu' '

1AL Handwriting of Dr.. ALYI& EUGENE FRERCH.
E . obtained from Gowenda State Hospital,

: Helmuth, New York, sent té Bureau with
- airtel dated 4/9/68 (see ser:ial 16).

1&2 Not described on 1A cnvalapc but t;hmght

to be fingerpriuts of ALVIN FRENCH, Gowanda

. State Hos tnl (see serial 17). Sent to

~ FBI Identification Division with airtel

' dated ¢/9/68. Returned from FBI Identie -
fication Division 4/12/68. Returned to

Gmumda State Hexpital 4/16/68. o .

3 - mrean (AM} (RH)

Searched Sex

A
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" ‘Photo of Dr. ALvm EUGENE msxca received f;.'cm S
' Rev. CLARENCE F. FRENCH, Ransomville, New York. -

Sent to Memphis uith airt;el dated !0/9/68 (seg
serial 18). S

Photo of tee shirts and shorts bearing laundry

 marks’ ohtained fran Buraan ls/12/68.
' Enclosed mzdar separate covers -

cf pr. ALVIN EUGENE FRENCH, remi.ved

| &/16/68 from Bureau (serial 33). -. -

Photes of art:ist's conception of Unsnb, :eceived |

‘ .:'fram Bureau 4/12/68

Photo of JAMES DONAI.B GALT, recaived 6/18/68

. from INS.

fatives and photos of ERIC STARVO GAL‘I‘, tg- L
ed &4/ 19/6 .

Photos of JAMES EAEL RAY, xecaivad frcm Bnremz o
4/20/68. -

Photos of JAHES EARL RAY, raceived ftm Kausas

. City Division 4/20/68. :

Enclosed under separate cover

1967 phm:ua gg’ JAHES EARL RAY, tecaimd fm . L

Bureau 4/27/‘ ,
Photos of JAMES - E_ARI. RAY,- xééeived fm Burem* ‘
4/30/68. - o o

' Photos of JAMES EARL RAY, received from Kandas -
‘City Division 4/26/68. i Lo

Photos of JAMES EARL m, received from Bureami .

- 5/9/68. , . L
* Photos of JAMES m:. RAY, ‘Teceived from Bureau

5/4/68.

Enclosed under x;eparate.; cover,

w2 e
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1A20
1A21

1422

1A23

1a24

1A26

Photo of "Lomax" (possibly Lomax-Ray Nana),
back of TV, and handwriting in telephone
booth, received 5/13/68 from North American
Newspaper Alliance.

Photos of laundry marks placed on shirt and

Bureau 5/ 14/.68.

approximately February, 1968, date received
and origin unknown. ' " ,

Photo of JAMES FEARL RAY with dark glasses,
recalved 6/17/68, origin unknown.

30 apglieatiom for lockmasters course inm

: ging combinations with three attached
letters, which wers received in the recent
past but not definitely known to have been
recelved on or after 4/1/68. Items returned
to ALICE TAYLOR, 33 Round Trail Drive, Pittse
ford, New York, 6/26/68. '

41 apglicatiens for lockmasters course in
changing combinations with eight attached
letters, received on or after 4/1/68. Above
itens returned to ALICE TAYLOR 6/26/68. :

58 applications for lockmasters course in -

conmbination lock manipulation and one attached
letter which were received on or after 4/1/68. -
Above items returned to ALIGE TAYLOR 6/26/68.

Enclosed under separate cover.

‘bed 1inen for JAMES EARL RAY, received from

(Attached to Volume 5 of instant file was 1Al which
is enclosed under separate covar) .

| It is to be noted that serials 38 and 39 are mon=
existent and it is assumed that they were skipped in seriali-

zation.

. 2
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Soecial éﬂ‘%!@use Banel on Murders

Associated Press

WASHINGTON, Sept. 14 —
House Speaker Carl Albert said
today ‘“‘there is a good chance’’
the House will set up a commit-
tee to determine whether to re-
open invesligations into the
assassinations of President
John F. Kennedy, civil rights
leader Martin Luther King and
‘Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

“There are lingering doubts
ard plenty of pressure .on the
speaker to do something,” Rep.
Albert told reporters.

He said he has discussed the
matter with Rules Committee
Chairman Ray Madden (D.,
Ind.) and expects the Rules
Committee to decide tomorrow
whether to create a special
panel,

Sources said plans call for a
12-member study committee to

m&ke—pfeliminary inquir 1es

and make a recommendation
by January.

If the study committee re-
ports that suificient informa-
tion is available to justify a
full-fledged probe, sources said,
it probably would be gien a
mandate to conduct the investi-
gaticn during the life of the
new congress taking office in

- January.

A reseluticn introduced by
Reps. Thomas N. Downing (D.,
Va.) and Heary B. Gonzalez

- (D., Tex.) for an inquiry into

President Kennedy’s assassina-
tion has been pending before
the Rules Committee since
March without action.

« Members of.the: Congression-
al Black Caucus met with
House leaders and reportedly
obtained agreement on support

for a committee with a man-
da‘e broadened to Include Zh_e :

Of IFIK, King, RFK Seen by Al b@aﬁ'

King assassination and possibly'

the Robert Kennedy case if sig-
nificant informattion is

developed. . .
The proposed 12-member
committee, it was learned,

would include four members of
the Black Caucus.

A Senate inquiry into Presi-
dent Kennedy's assassination is
also possible. Sen. Richard S.
Schweiker (R., Pa.) has asked
the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee to undertake a study
and some preliminary investi-
Fatibnshive been ntadd——=2
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House Votes @ﬁm to Prob

Wt That conme ¥

Murders of JFK, Dr. King

From News Wire Services
Y WASHINGTON, Sept. 17 -—
‘fhe House voted 280-65 today to
treate a committee to reopen
investigations into the deaths of
John F. Kennedy and Martin
Luther King Jr.,

Speaker Carl Albert told re-
porters he will designate Rep.
Thomas N. Downing (D., Va.)
as chairman, and Rep. Henry
B. Gonzalez (D., Tex) as next
in line. Mr. Downing is retir-
ing at the end of this year and
Mr. Gonzalez  presumably
would succeed him, as expect-
ed, the spocial committee is
cortmued ift t3s next Congress.

Rep. Downing promised his
colleagues that the comiittee’s
efforts would be focused only
on the Kennedy and King
deaths although the resolution
establishing the panel allows it
to look into any others. He
acked for $250,000 in funds for
t_"nis year.

i L I

3 . 4
. MOST OF the opposition to

. assassination  of

the measure centered on au-
thority to Iook into other
deaths.

Rep. Sidney Yates (D., IlL)
said it “gives the committee
enormous powers to go into any
assassination attempt of any
person in the world.”

Rep. John Anderson (R., Ill)

‘said the authority was mcluded

to allow the committee to get
into any other deaths which
may have been associated with
the Kennedy and King
assassinations.

He mentioned the deaths of
Sara Giancana and John Rosel-
li, two alieged Malfia leaders,
who were killed after it was
disclosed they were associated
with a CIA plot to kill Cuban
Premier Fidel Castro. Other al-
legations "have been made that

fhe plot against Castro may

f2ave been connected with the
President
Kennedy in 1963. '

Rep., Downing said other re-

cent revelations h a ve raised
enough questions in the minds
of Americans concerned about
whether proper investigations
were conducted into the two

assassmanons — -

@.

THE WARRE‘\I Commission ,

which investigated Mr. Kenne-
dy’s death cnncluded that Lee
Harvey Oswald wa s the sole
assassin of the President.

The investigation:of Dr.
King’s death is based on infor-
mation that includes allega-
tiong involving the removal of a
black policeman and two fire-
men from their posts in Mem-
phis shortly before the assassi-
nation of the civil rights leader.

The information, fivst aired
n - 1968, was presented last
month to Dr. King's widow and

=0 members of the Congression-

al Black Caucus by Academy
Award  winning  screenwriter
‘Abby Mann and by assassina-

ition critic Mark Langg—ammst -
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WASHINGTON {#—The House
voted Friday to launch new in-
‘vestigalions into the assassina-
tions of President John F. Ken-

nedy and civil rights leader .

Martin Luther King.

“ 1t adopted 280 to 65, a resolu-
tion to set-up a special investi-
gating committee. Sponsors said
information never sifted thor-
oughly points to a conspiracy.
in the Kennedy case and to the
possible involvement of more
than one person in the King
shooting.

-4Rep. Thomas N. Downing, D-
Va., told the House, “In the
cise of President Kennedy I am
convinced there was a conspir-
aty involved. I do not know the
jdentity ¢f the conspirators or

their motives. That should e in- -

vestigated in depth.”

Earlier, Speaker Carl Albert
said he is designating Downing
as chairman of the 12-member
select committee and Rep. Henry
B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., as next
ranking Demoerat.

Both have -

Calif., argued . 1t could ac-
complish little, ,

“For God’s sake, it you have

any respect for the dollars of
taxpayers, let’s vote this resolu-
tion down,” Sisk said.

“To me, it is almost unbeliev-
able that we should be here,
close to October, even discussing
-this issue. People are running
_around, just plain -witch hunt-
ing.”

- A spokesman for Downing es-
timated the enquiry would cost
from $200,000 to $250,000 for the

- rest of the year. The House must
approve money for the investiga-
tion separately.

Kennedy’'s ascassination was

' investigated by a special com-
mission headed by the late Chief
Justice Earl Warren. One of the
members was President Ford,
then minority leader of thg

House, The commission reported
finding no evidence establishina,
\ that anyone " other than Led_

Harvey Oswald was involved.

long keen active in effeits to re-

cpen the assassination cases.
Delegate Walter Fauniroy of

the District of Columbia said
“new information justifies this ..

investigation’’ of the King death.
Fauntroy served as Washingion

‘director of the Southern Chris- - .

tian Leadership Conference

when King headed the organiza- -

“tion.

“The shameful conduct of the
FBI with respect of Martin
 Luther King is enough to con-

vince us of the need for addition-

al investigation,” he said. “The
King assassination has never
een investigated thoroughly.
[There was never a trial.”

4 There was little opposition ex-

Ipressed in debate on the resolu- -

>

*tion,. but Rep. B.F. Sisk, D- !

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

o~

{indicate page, name of . t
newspaper, city and state.)

2

COURIER EXPRESS
_Buffalo, New York

e e T P e g

Do

Date: 9/18/76
Four Star

Edition:
Author:
Editor:

Tite: ASSASSINATION OF
PRES. JOHN F.

KENNEDY
Character:
Classification: 62"1827

Buffalo

[:] Being Investigated

Submitting Office:




FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Sp

ace Below)

WASI-H.NGTON (AP) — The
FBI investigated members of
the Ku Klux Klan and the Min-
utemen in the early days of the
search for Martin Luther King’s
assassin, newly disclosed FBI
ents reveal.

Four days after King was
lain in Memphis on April 4,
1968, FBI headquarters ordered
n investigation of all known

members of the Klan, the right-
wing Minutemen, ‘‘other hate
group members, rabble rousers
and any other individuals known
to have violent proclivities lo-
cated within your territories.”

The order was sent to FBI
field offices in Memphis and
Knoxville, Tenn., Birmingham
and Mobile, Ala., Jackson,
Miss., Milwaukee and Minne-
a'pohs

The memo is part of about
18,000 documents compiled by
the F'BI during its investigation
of the civil rights leaders’ death.

Releasing 442 Pages
. The FBI is releasing 442 pag;

to comply with requests undéggh :

‘¢he  Freedom of Informa
ct. Officials are screening
est of the files to determi

Wwhat else will be released.

F ollowmg Assassmatlon of Dr. |

The documents pruvrded ithe
first public details of the FBI
probe. James Earl Ray, who
was subsequently arrested,
pleaded guilty to shooting ng(
As a result, the government
never was required to present
its evidence at a trial or any
other public forum.

Ray has since attempted to
change his plea and obtain a
trial.

The first batch of papers dealt
with the early days of the in-
vestigation and included no
mention of Ray ;

S 1dent1£xed

, ob-
te records?
o1 already on file with the bu-
reau, would he checked agamst‘
prints  found in the rooming

‘Aouse where the shot was ggg
bi’le memo indicated. ;

s
-~ —
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EDITORS NOTE — Jim
Bishop spent three years Te-
searching a biography en-
titled, “The Days of Martin
Luther King.” The current
congressional investigation in-
to the assassination led him to
write an assessment of James
Earl Ray Jr. Bishop does con-
clude that Ray was selected
by one or more men of Birm-
ingham, Ala.,, to kill King.
These Ray articles will run
consecutively.

SHOCK WAVES slammed
through the cell blocks in Jef-
ferson City. The President had

been assassinated. A convict-

said, “Somebedy made a
million.”” Another said, ‘‘The
man who murders King will
make another million.” A
prisoner recalls James Earl
Ray saying, ‘“That’s the million
I want to collect.”

His escape-of-the-week plan
worked on April 23, 1967. He hid
in a bread basket and was
driven through the gates. His
Social Security card listed him
as “John L. Raynes.” The
warden offered $50 for hi§ cap-
ture.

THE SMILER washed dishes,
bought cheap cars, drove from
city to city. He held up a store
in Montreal and got $1,700. He
changed his name again: Eric
S. Galt. He courted a divorcee
and began to spend more
money than he had ever ac-
cumulated.

He told her he -1 a sponsor
named Raoul. Raoul told him
his next move would be to a
rooming house at 2608 Highland
Ave,, Birmingham, Ala. He did
not know Raoul’s last name, but
he had a lot of cash and spent
considerable time in Canadian
travel agencies finding out how
to leave Canada for a country
like Rhodesia.

It seems obvious that some-
one, acquainted w i t h his
prison background (13 years out
of 39 behind bars) had offered
Raz hls ‘“‘one blg lick ” the op-

‘*9

Jim Bishop

James Earl Ray/Bought Rifle

For Hunting—Deer,

portubity to kill Dr. Martin
Luther King. From this point
on, he accepted direction and
money. It also seems fairly ob-
vious that “Raoul” represented
someone in Birmingham, or
perhaps a group of whites,
willing to pay a third-rate
criminal to kill King.

He left prison with $300. He
earned $670 at the Indian Trail

Restaurant in Chicago. The
holdup netted $1,700 — total
$2,670. He bought a white

Mustang for $1,995, rented a
safe deposit box at the Birm-
ingham Trust Bank, had $2,000
in a savings account, and paid
for food, lodging and prostitutes.

JAMES EARL RAY drove to
Los Angeles, paid cash for nose
surgery, took a course in
bartending (he would need a job
in Rhodesia), and drove Charles
Stein and his sister Rita to New
Orleans to ‘have some fun’
and to ‘‘meet my boss.”

Raoul told him “‘the job’’ had
to be postponed for two months.
He was ordered to return to Los
Angeles and move into the St.
Francis Hotel. James Earl Ray
rejoined the Steins with $2,500
in $20 bills. Raoul had invested
$8,500 in Ray. He later said he
was promised $12,000 more and
a passport to Rhodesia where,
he was told, the whites rile the
blacks.

In the middle of March, 1968,
the Smiler received orders to
pack and drive to New Orleans.
He arrived on March. 20th, and
read a message to drive to the
Starlite Motel in Birmingham.
Dr. King was crosstown at the
Gaston Motel. Two paths began
to converge.

THE CHASE was awkward.
James Earl Ray drove his
+white Mustang mercilessly, but
he was two days late to catch his

~man in Mississippi; a day and

a half late for a speech in
Camden, Ala., and two days late
for a rally in Birmingham. ¢

He drove to Atlanta with his
boss. He bought a street map.

Perhaps’

Carefully he circled the home of
Dr. King, a parking lot, the
headquarters of the Southe:
Christian Leadership group, an
the Ebenezer Baptist Churc
He spent a week finding th
places, and studying the roads.
The boss had new orders. The
map was discarded. On March
31, the two drove to Birming-

ham. They found a listing in

the Yellow Pages for the
Aeromarine Supply Co. When
Dr. King flew from Atlanta to
Memphis, he 'could see the big
gun shop off the edge of the
Birmingham Airport.

AEROMARINE SOLD.

anything a sportsman might
desire. The Smiler found U. L,
Baker behind a counter. H

would like — well, he would liks

a rifle. What for? Hunting!
Deer, perhaps. Ray said he
would hunt up- around the Sand
Mountains or Arkadelphia. Don-
ald Wood, son of the shop owner,
wasn’t busy. He listened.

So did John De Shazo, a
customer. Each felt that the
Smiler knew little about rifles.
He hefted many. At last he set-
tled on a Remington 700,
caliber .243 Winchester. He
ordered 20 rounds of am-
munition. It wouldn’t last more
than two hours of hunting.

Oh, yes, he wanted a 2-by-7
scope mounted. His name, he
said, was Harvey Lowmeyer,
The gun cost $134.95; the sco
$74.60; the metal base for th
scope $20.32; cartridges $4.
Total with tax: $248.59. Hi
fingerprints were on every rifle
he touched.

He was gone 90 minutes when
Ray phoned in some panic. He
had bought the wrong gun.

Could he exchange it in the

morning?  This

time —

magically — he knew exactly

what he wanted — a Remington
760; 30.06 caliber. This one

could stop an elephant . . .
i e q#

W
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THE WHITE MUSTANG
.cruised the streets of Memphis
slowly. James Earl Ray was
ready for his ‘“‘one big lick.”
The Memphis newspaper stated
that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
was staying at the Lorraine
Motel with his entourage. The
Smiler had to find a room facing
King’s quarters.

A loser works twice as hard
as a winner, Driving past the
Lorraine, Ray surely noticed
that the backs of sleazy room-
ing houses on Main St. looked
down on Dr. King’s room. The
distance was 225 feet. Staring
through a rifle scope, the target
would appear to be 32 feet dis-
tant.

It is certain that he had help.

His trunk held men’s clothing
suitable for a short slender
man — not Ray’s size. The
ashtray was deep with dead’
butts. Ray never smoked. The
car carpet on the right front
seat was thick with caked mud.
Ray was obsessively neat.

On April 1st, 1968, the Smiler
had $10.50 in cash. Two days
later, he had $1,050 in his
pocket. His amonymous boss
told him to get out of town: go
a few blocks to the Arkansas-
Riverside Dr., turn left, go
down Rt. 55, make a right and
drive across the Memphis-
Arkansas Bridge and head for
Birmingham. Or get on 78 and
into the state of Misisssippi.

There would be money. Lots
of it. An airline ticket was
ready for a flight to Canada.
From there to London. Then on
to Lishon for a final conference
before flying to Rhodesia. The-
U.S. had no extradition treaty
with Rhodesia. It was a place,
he had been told, where the
blacks “knew their place.”

THE ROOMING HOUSE on

Main was a cheap, no-questions-
o

—

Jim_Bishog
Evidence Points to Conspiracy
In Assassination of Dr. King

asked, cash-in-advance place.
Bessie Brewer was accustomed
to unwashed drunks.vShe looked
up at Ray and saw a brown
suit, a figured tie, a clean,
smiling face. He wanted a room
in the back.

She had a 5-B. There was a 6-
B, next to the bathroom, but it
was occupied by a man and a
woman. Ray paid Mrs. Brewer
$8.50 for a week’s rent. After
that, he spent considerable time
in and out of the bathroom. As
always, Ray had forgotten
something. Binoculars.

It was 3:30 p.m., April 4th.
The sun would be down at 6:30.
He drove to the York Arms Co.,
near Beale St., and bought 7-by-
50 glasses. He was impatient to
pay the $41.55. When he re-
turned to Main, he found a
parking space in front of Mrs.
Brewer’s rooming house.

IN ROOM 6-B, Charles Ste-
phens and his common-law wife
heard the whispered footsteps
in and out of the bathroom. Ray

locked himself in. He stood in
the bathtub, punched a rusty
screen out and down into the
yard, and raked the porch of
the Lorraine with the binocu-
lars. Someone turned the bath-
room doorknob, and walked
away.

Someone came back. Ray
said, “In a minute!” His
fingerprints were all over the
windowsill, on the wall, and on
the tub. He left, He waited. He
returned. The second floor
porch of the Lorraine was alive
with traffic.

At 6 p.m. a limousine stopped
below the porch. The blacks
began to emerge from Room
306 of the Lorraine. Rev. Billy
Kyles said they had to leave at
once for dinner. He waited on
an outside stairwell. Rev. An-
drew Young started down the
steps.

s WS

NEIGHBORHOOD BLACKS

.collected around the limousine,

looking up. They wanted, just
once, to see the round face of
the man who fought their fight
in peace. Rev. Jesse Jackson
watched Dr. King emerge from
his room, patting aftershave

lotion. “You remember Ben |
Branch?” Rev. Mr. Jackson
said.

Dr. King stopped at the rail
and looked down. “I remembe:
him from Chicago,” he said
‘“‘He played ‘Precious Lord.” ’
Rev. Bernard Lee said that Dr.
King should wear a topcoat.

- Across the street, the Smiler

put the binoculars down, pulled
the heavy rifle up, and stared
through the crosshairs.

“Ben,” Dr. King said, “make
sure you play  ‘Precious Lord,
Take My Hand.’ Play it real
pretty, for me.” ‘Hey guys,”
Rev. Mr. Kyles yelled. “Come
on.” Jesse Jackson looked up at
Dr. King and said ‘‘Oh, Doc

THERE WAS A SOUND like

_two flat boards being slapped

together. The bullet, flying
three times the speed of sound,
caught Dr. King a half-inch
below the right side of his lip,
shattered his jaw, moved
downward and severed his spi-
nal cord. The shot slamme
him backwards against th

‘wall.

A white man emerged fr
Room 308. He was James Laue} |
sent by the FBI to shadow Dr. |
King wherever he went. He was

- too late to do anything. {

James Earl Ray was spotted
by a roomer, Willy Anchues, as
he left the bathroom. “That
sounded like a shot,” Anchues |
said. Ray nodded. ‘“Yes,” he |
said. It was.” |

Was there a conspiracy to kill ’
Dr. King? You bet there was

—

e
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‘FBI Investlgatlon n Concludes Ray

|

United Press lnferna‘nonal /

| WASHINGTON Feb. 18 — A t'horough FBI investi-

“In all the years following
the assassination, the investi-
gation has failed to reveal any
connection between any alleged
conspirator(s) and James Earl
“Ray — including those- alleged
\ by Ray himself,”” thé 201-page

‘report on the investigation
stated.

“Indeed, the overwhelming
evidence indicates that Ray

was almost totally alone during
the year after his escape {rom,
Missouri State Prison’” before’
he shot Dr. King in Memphis,
Tenn., the report said.

BB %

HOWEVER, THE investiga-
tion, ordered by former Atty.
Gen. Edward Levi, was_unable
to determine the source of the
funds Ray used to buy equip-
ment and then escape abroad
before his capture, the report
said. But it .suggested the
money  came from robberies
possibly committed by Ray.

The report, developed by the
Justice Department’s ‘“Martin
Luther King Task Force,”
found that during Ray’s impris-
onment in Missouri State
Prison he had told inmates he
“hated Negroes” and vowed on

%ccasicns that he would

gation, indicates James® Earl Ray-acted alone in the
1968 assassination-of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the.
Justice Departmént announced today.

‘kill King

“if thé price was
right.”

“The only new evidence that
was developed, related to de-
tails that did not affect the ulti-
mate conclusion that James
Earl Ray was the properly con-
victed murderer,” the Justice

Department said in releasing

the report.
'RAY IS serving a 99-year
prison sentence in Tennessee.

The Task Force said it was,

“satisfied” that the “FBI did a
credible and a thorough job in
attempting to 1dentllfy any
possible conspiracy or persons

who colld have beeninvolved

in the murder.”
* It said the FBI focused on
finding sources of funds Ray
used in his wide travels before
and after the assassination, fol-
lowing his escape from prison.
Checks of Ray's possible in-
volvement in various bank rob-

beries occurring jn that period .

proved negative,. mhe report
said. It added:

" “It is the bureau’s oplmon ‘
that Ray most likely ‘commit- |
‘ted on a periodic basis several-

robberies and burelaries during

Acted Alone in ng Assassination

this perlod in order to support :
himself.”

%k ok |
THE TASK Force members

also said that they-“found no
evidence of any complicity” in

. the assassination by the FBI
*or the Memphxs Pollce De-

partment.

However, the FBI failed to
check some leads that might
have erased some hngermg

. mysteries about the case, the

report said, -

This included indications that
one or both of Ray’s brothers
helped him escape in 1967 from
the ‘Missouri State Prison.

- The FBI learned about that
posslbxhty/after Ray was cap-
tured in England on June 8§,

1968, but failed to check it be-!

cause it apparently was consid-
ered unimportant then, the task_
force said.

AS FOR the FBI s efforts to

harass Dr. King and discredit .

him as a civil rights leader, the
“task force called the campaign
clearly improper but recom-
mended against prosecution of
‘anyone mvo\lved )

The late’ FBI Director J.
.Edgar Hoover instigated the
harassment of Dr. King. He

and some of his top lieutenants '

are dead, and other top aides
involved are retired from, the
bureau, the report noted.

“They are beyond the reach
‘of disciplinary action,” the task
force said.”

A
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l n King Slawng Pmbe

© New York Times News Service
WASHINGTON A major Justice Dept.
enquiry has concluded that the Federal

Bureau of Investigation probe of the murder
of Rev. Martin Luther King was “through-
ly, honestly, and successfully’’ conducted,
and that the best available evidence sug-
gests that the convicted murderer James
Earl Ray, acted alone. '

The Justice Dept. investigators, who
made an eight-month review of the FBI's
handling of/ the case, also concluded that
the bureau may have had grounds for
starting a security investigation of King, but
that its six-year surveillance was clearly
unwarranted.

The report released Friday said that
the FBI never developed evidence that
King had any affiliation with the Com-
munist Party, and that it was the personal
feuding between him and the late FBI
director, J. Edgar Hoover — not legitimate
national security concerns — that resulted
in the bureau’s ‘‘determination to discredit
Dr. King.” ,

" Ordered Last April - /

The Justice Dept. investigation was
ordered by then-Atty. Gen. Edward H.
. Levi, in April, 1976, after the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee hatl disclosed that the
bureau had engaged in a six-year surveil-
lance of the civil rights leader that had in-
cluded the use of wiretaps, electronic bugs,
and paid informants, and that it had at~
tempted to discredit him by circulating
stories about his personal life.

In light of these disclosures, Levi or-
-dered an investigation to determine whether
the bureau might have beén in any way
involved in the assassination, whether its
investigation of the murder had been
“thorough -and honest,” and whether there
was any new evidence that might warrant
a reopAning of the case.

After sorting through more than 200,000
documents and interviewing approximately

40 witnesses, a team of lawyer-investigators
Tt

e

headed by Justice Dept attorney Mlchael
E. Shaheen, Jr., concluded that although -
the FBI's surveillance of King had become
“twisted,” the bureau’s subseguent in-
vestigation of his murder in 1968 had been
a ‘‘credible and thorough job.”

The release of the report at this time
could further cloud the future of the Special
House Committee established to investigate
the deaths of President Kennedy and King,
since opponents of that investigation are
likely to argue that a further study of the
King assassination is likely to be duphcatlve
and unnecessary.

— - e N o ———
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‘Uncorroborated’

h

n

WASHINGTON (& — The
House Assassinations. Commit-
tee’s chief investigator said
Wednesday there is “uncorro-
borated” evidence of conspir-

i “acies i *the murders of Presi-

dent Joln F. Kennedy and Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

But as the panel met for
briefings behind closed doors,
Chairman Louis Stokes, D-Ohio,
would say only that the in-
formation was “highly specula-

~ tive,” end that it was too early
to know whether it could be
verified or where it might lead.
Eirt Many Leads’

He said the committee, which
still must prove to the House
that its proposed enquiries into
the two assassinations are justi-
fied, faces the task of sifting
through “many leads” that al-
ready have ceme to it, and
must regain aceess to FBI and
other government agency files.

The commitice and its staff
have *‘no preconceived notions,”
Stokes said. hut are “procecd-
ing from ground zero” in proh-
ing anew the Kennedy and King
assassinations.

As the panel convened, staff

]

~ Plot Evidence
In Deaths Claimed

v

director Richard A. Sprague
said he had uncorroborated evi-
dence “indicating that others
may have had knowledge of or
participated in .the assassina-
. tion” of King, and that “there
' was prior knowledge on the part
¢ of some individuals of the Ken-
" nedy assassinatien before it oc-
curred.” He gave no further
details, :

3 . .
: Previous Enquiries

1 All previous official enquiries g
:’have reported no evidence to

Ushew that the slaying of Ken- !l‘

redy in Dallas in 1953 resulted it

. from a plot, or that James Karl ¢

"Ray had accomplices in the
. shooling of King in Memphis in
- 1868, The most recent such find-
. Ing in the King case was a re-
i port by the Justice Dept.
i Despite conflict with' the pre-
| viously published conclusions,
1Stokes said Sprague’s report
i was "not an effort (o sensation-
alize.”
! He said one of the commit-
gtee’s first moves would be to
P meel with Atty., Gen. Criffin
3 Bell fo ask that the FBI’s files
‘be reopened to the panel’s in-
| vestigators,
{ESays Files Needed

Access to the FBI files had
been cut off at the request of
former ehairman Henry B. Gon-
zalez, D-Tex., whose feud with
Sprague had virtually paralyzed
the commiitec for the last two
wexks and raised doubts as to
whether the House would ap-
prove its conlinued existence
beyoud the end of this month,

R a2 [ S §
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WASHINGTON # — James
Ear! Ray contended in an in-
terview broadeast nationally

. Tuesday night that he had been
sent to have a fire fixed when
Dr. Martin Luther King was
assassinated and that he was set

- up to take the blame.

Ray, convicted of killing
King, said “investigations by
people representing ‘me” are
producing evidence he thinks

] .

v

will clear him in a new court
-proceeding.

But Ray shed no new hght on
who killed King if he did not, or
why. He said, as he has before,
that his -only contact with the
murder was through a Latin
named Raoul. He said he
‘thought Raoul was conducting a
gun-running operation.

Ray made the comments on

the CBS-TV program “Who's

Lo enh 5 - D

,, Ra:)’ Sa}’ s He ) Was F mmed-"l

(1}

o, in hxs first telewslon in-
terview- since the assassination
_ April 4, 1968, in (Memphis.. The
interview took place at Brushy
Mountain State Prison
Petros, Tenn.

* Pieaded Guilty

Ray pleaded guilty to klllmg
King but tried to recant that
plea three days later and his ef-

forts since then to get a new |
“trial have been furned down.

in |-

e
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To Kl];l ng %Pmbéd

DOUISVILL ‘Ky. ® — The “What I'm saying,” ‘Snyder
House SelectiCommlttee on As- - said, “is those blanks need to
shssinations, 1§ investigating al- : y :
“Jegations. frony & man- who' be p?:otected.lf there’s nothmg\

to this. And if it is an accurate

* clalims: several members of a” N
poho;:e‘k departinent and FBI  allegation -that he's made, then

dgents' plotted: tokill. Rev. Dr. .¥ne author of the letter needs to

 Martin Luther: King: Jr., ‘Rep.  pa. y

M Gene Snyderf RKy’, sald F)"e pN-)tecFed'. ‘.The committee \ls
. investigating' it.”

Satulday L
. Snyder said.he met the man - Snyder said he former police-

“face to face” and ‘that “he ap- Mman claimed he was offered
peared to be ratlonal a loglcal ' $507,000 on two occasions to kill
1 kmd of man.’ . e ng . -

from the man atd listened to a
id he made of

tape the man

Snyder said . he got a letter \ -
- 1
1l

ky. -
. Asked why‘ >
him and let:’hini
copy of the tape recording, Sny-
der -said, “He may have just
been looking forisomeone with | -
nerve, a flghter " '

Reads Part of Letter . -

Snyder, read part of the Ietter
and wused the word ‘blank”
where the man.had used names.

“1 retired from (blank) Police
Dept. in (blank): after-serving-o;
(blank) years," Snyder quoted
the "léfter as” saymd “‘While I
was in' the Police De'pt J was
innocently mvolqu in ‘a con-

.spiracy to assassmate Dr Mar- ",
tin Luther King. ~

“Involved in this conspu‘acy

©were agents of - the TFederal
“Bureau -of Investigation, agents L
(blank) (blank) . and (blank) ]
and others that 17¢ d1d ‘not know,”
Snyder said, conbmuing {o read
the letter. “‘Members of the
(blank) Police . Dept ‘Chief of
Detectlves Capty - (blank), Lt.
(blank), Officer = (blank)," Lts
(blank) of the Homicide Bureau |
and president of the FOP Sgt. |
(blank).”

FOP stands for Fraternal Or-
der of Police, an organization

\

- for police officers. N .

' Protecting Identities ,
. Snyder said he could not di-
vulge the names listed. in the,
letter or the identity of the man |

. who contacted him,
———
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_Report of Plot
- To Kill King

Gene Snyder (R., Ky.) that he '

" offer he sAid was made by

lice Department and several

man’s name.
e —

ls Traced

Associajed Press
LOUISVILLE March 23 —
The wife of a retired Louisville
police officer confirmed today
that her husband told Rep.

members off the Louisville Po-

FBI agents.
‘She said her husband, 50, re-
tired from the Louisville Police '
Department several years ago
after 27 years’ service.
‘““He told me about this when

I first married him, seven |
years ago,” Mrs. Baird said. T ,

think he thought he wasn’tl )

going to be believed.”

J
She said she believes one rea- | .
son he came forward a second

time with the allegation wa I
because ‘“he wants to knovgi'
why someone asked him” to}!
4+ Kkill the civil-rights leader, wh
' was assassinated in Memphis
Tenn,, in 1968. !

“It sure has been on hisl

mind,” Mrs. Baird said. “He'
said it just got to bothering him

and that’s why he contacted

Mr. Snyder.”

She said her husband, before
contacting Mr. Snyder, told one |

of James Earl Ray’s attorneys K

of the alleged plot. She said her

husband was <‘discouraged”

after he spoke to the attorney.
Ray is serving 99 years in

prison for the slaying of King.

Mr. Snyder, who disclosed
last week that he had heard
from a man who claimed
knowledge of a plot to Kkill
King, refused to divulge the

R ]
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| Ray lni'ewue

From News Wire Servn:cs

.1 WASHINGTON, MarCh 23—
The House Assassmatlo s
Committee today hoped to! hear
" what James Earl Ray told jts
" investigators about his' p rtiih
" the murder of civil 11ghts.']ead~

A team of lawyers and in
' ;1gators headed by chief coun-
sel Richard Sprague, interview-
ed Ray" Tuesday at Brushy
! Mountain Park Prison in Tem-
nessee where he is serving”, a
99-year sentence 'after pleadmg
guilty to Dr. King’sxm rdex,‘

" ‘brief the committee in"closéd

session on the//interview,. . B

.Tack“aKershaw Ray’s atfor-

‘ ney said afterward that ‘Ray

! was not under oath, but that he

answered all questions put to
him.

.“I don’t see any great sur-
prise information coming out
until later,” said Mr. Kershaw.
“If there are ‘any surprises,

Ray’s direct information.”

Mr. Kershaw said Ray talked
only about his actions or_ ac-

tions,of which he -had direct |

knowlédge. ——

1
;:‘w.;n i

they will not be the result of !

~v The meeting took place in the I
ﬁ*o I%re of the captain of thef

3

d at the maxxmum-securl-P

e committee is trying to%
cle. ar up speculation that Ray '
”"was not alone-in plahning the
'1 urder, carrying it out or in ,
arranging or financing hi s,
trawels after the crime. '

Ray has claimed that he wa§
wrongly advised to plead gmlty
"in hopes of a new frial in
-'whlch he said, new evidence
'1wou1'd be untroduced
g *Ray said in a television ‘inter-
v1ew» last week that he did not\
fire: the bullet that killed Dr.l
*Kihg:.and that he was in Mem-,
phls At the time of the killing|
»unde inhstructions from a man
he knew only as “Raoul.”

I Two: ! 1ndependent mvestlga-
to1s claumed in an article in the
Iatest edmon of New Times

«magazme that {‘Raoul” actual-
]y is Ray’s younger brother,
J erry.

.t House Speaker Thomas P.

"("Neill, (D., Mass.) said Mon-
day the committee now has his
“wholehearted support” and
that the panel would ask. the

w Hpuse for a $2.5 million budget
for.the rest of this year.

ison.
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NEW YORK, :
James Earl Ra! o ‘ |
killing Dr. Marti SUMED THAT if 1 cud!
~said Tuesday . plea of guilty and Ii

tions by peopls
. me” are producing e
thinks will clear him in
court proceeding.
Ray contended in
view broadcast natiol
‘he had been sent to ha
fixe d hen Dr. King

ve had an investigation |
he plea with newly dis- |
d evidence, there was a
y the case* could’ve

versed,” he said. :
: d he did not accept a
Secutor’s offer to consider
ig to reduce his 99-year
if he would tell his
because he feared
he said to the prose-
be used st

of the hour. Dr. Ki
inated shortly be
the traffic rush’ |

and 50 he dld ne
g was killed.
said he believes t
ble theory is the o
g was killed to
lights activities.
pleaded guilty to |
mg\ but tried to
three days la
ff rts since then to get a
rial have been turned
all the way to the Su-
2 Court. .
said he pleaded guilty be-
‘T determined there was -
ay I could force Percy

nan (his lawyer), t0.80 t9 /

- of a private interview and |
id he wants nothing to do
the Justice Department
‘ se he thinks it has “an
nerent feeling against me be-
of my backgrodnd o
#

| ously would think he wa
making up a story to get:
self out of prison and
| replied he had always th
. people would not, belie
{thing he said in a
| interview. !
| Giving new details abot
| story about Raoul and
| spiracy, Ray said he deli
' a rifle to Raoul shortly b
' the April 4, 1968, assassi
ip-what he thought was pal

PO 0

™
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| WASHINGTON (AP) -~ The
House Assassinations Com-
mittee, facing possible . ex-
tinction, said on Monday it is
trying to determine whether
James Earl Ray collected a
bounty for killing civil rights
leader Martin Luther King Jr.
The committee, which also is
probing the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy,
made the statement in an in-
terim report to the House as it
sought approval to proceed with
its work for two more years.
Meamvhjle by a 94 vote the
House Rules Committee cleared
for floor action today the issue
of whether to keep the com-
mittee alive. If
refuses

Payoff Probed

m———y

|

In its report, the commit(r )i
A7 LT T

Samatl i

e

said it is investigating whether
Ray, 49, was hired by
buginessmen or others to
murder King, who was shot to
death at a Memphis, Tenn.,
motel April 4, 1968. ¢

The report said Ray told
fellow Missouri state peniten-
tiary inmates before be escaped
April 23, 1967, that he would kill
Dr. King “if the price was
right,”” and that he intended to
find a businessmen’s associa-
tion he heard had offered
$100,000 for King’s murder.

The question of whether Ray
ever made contact with such a
group has never been answered,
the report added, saying ‘“the

’ live. If the House 4 committee intends to resolve
! , the committee’s wo‘rk“%
will end May 1. J ( stice Dept. report

Bge assassination, the
teport noted, also
s former prison
e nd acquintances as
saying he intended to collect a
bounty for killing King.

“The -Justice Dept. report,
however, fails to note that
almost every one of these
statements points at the same
time to the existence of a con-
spiracy,” the committee said.

While the committee’s pro-
gress report was being
circulated in Congress, its in-

vestigators questioned Ra
nwmﬁmnd:hmwmm&wat
Brushy Mountain State Prison

‘in Petros, Tenn.

sermu-YmTefm L e
Ray is serving a 99-year term

after pleading guilty in 1969 to -

killing King. Since then,
however, Ray has maintained
he was forced into entering the
guilty plea by Percy Foreman,
his attorney at the time.

Jack Kershaw of Nashville,
hired by Ray last month, sai
his client gave investigator:
anough information to pursu
details of Ray’s alleged rel
tionship with a mysterious man
named “Raoul.”” " Ray has
argued that he was in Memphis
on the day King was killed at
the direction of ‘“Raoul.”.

The committee’s chief
counsel, Richard Sprague,
would not reveal any details of

- the meeting with Ray, held in a

conference room just outside
the prison’s walls.

“We are continuing our in-
terrogation of Mr. Ray and we
will be back,”’ was Sprague’s
only comment.

Kershaw said House ine

vestigators would return April
11 to continue their talks with
Ray. Sprague and other com-
mittee officials interviewed Ray
for the first time last Tuesday.

t#‘s_’_

-
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Credibility Of
! Probes Panel

Courier-Express Washinatoen Bureau
WASHINGTON — The House
Commiittee investigating the as-
sassinations of John' F. Ken-
pedv and Martin Luther King
Jr. has lost its credibility, Rep. -
John J. LaFalce. D-Town of -
Tenawanda. said Thursday.
He said the American people
still have questions about the-
assassinations, but the House
commiittee charged with finding .
the answers has lost its credi-. -
. bility and cannot ease the pub- .
Jic’s suspicions. H
' i LaFalce was the only mem- Ju
. sber of the Western New York [
: ‘congressional delegation to vote % .
Jagamst continuing the investi- .
gation on Wednesday when the .
House gave the go-ahead for-
two more years.

The select panel had been
torn Dby dissension ' between
' chairman Heunry Gonzalez, D- .
Texas and Richard Sprague,
chief counsel to the committee.

Gonzalez attempted to fire -

Sprague last month, but he-.
- found no support for the move

on the commiltee and quit. - -

Sprague resigned 15 hours be-
fore Wednesday's House vole
“after it became clear the House
would not authorize the con-

tinued  investigation ~with .

Sprague as chief counsel. - St

’ LaFalce said it is too late to * '
‘‘rehabilitate the credibility” of -

) . . the committee. e wants a sep- .

. ¢ arate investigation, possibly by' i

i the justice dept. .

C el )
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New Leads 1

i ByJACKANDEﬁtSONAND-LEs
: WASHINGTON — Nine years
Rev. Martin Luther Kng Jr., ‘
leader of the civil rights move , "
‘gunned down in Memphis. . € namesofreglmen, _

" An escaped convict named gemm—" of Whom lived close to one another in

" James Farl Ray was nailed n Toronto,” report the investigators.
for the murder. tion, three out of the four bear

" Yet nagging suspicions I resemblances to Ray.” Galt “even
persisted that he may have ars in the same location as did Ray,

_ been hired by others. The: ead and right palm.” The Hous§
public doubt finally forced a » ;Wamt to know “whether Ray
Justice Department task . any help in obtaining these aliases.’}
force to review the case : the next year, Ray “traveled across
It has concluded that Ray ed States. lived in more than a

- “was the assassin and that and traveled in four foreign

_ he acted alone.” . .. A conservative estimate of

i expense would be at le7~st $7,000.

HOUSE INVESTIGATORS r. "Ray himself estimates that he’spent at

have chall:enged the Justice D " st $9,500.”

findings. In a confidential, 16-pag|

they have pointed out significal

sistencies and omissions in the ta

report PR " o

The House lnvestigators don b d iy

that they have solved the case. U

. have set forth their clues in a f:
secret report, stamped ‘‘Sensitive.
are the highlights m _chronological order:

WHILE RAY WAS serving time in the

Missouri state penitentiary, he told cell-

. mates that he would kill King “if the price
was right.”’ Ray also was quoted as saying
he intended to seek out a ‘“businessmen’s
association” which allegedly had offered
$100,000 for King's murder.

On April 23, 1967, Ray escaped from:
the prison by hiding in a large bread box,
which was loaded on a bakery truck. The -
congressional investigators are trying to
find out “whether anyone aided. Ray in his
escape and whether this assistance was‘b

~connected” to the King assassmﬂoé

- THOSE: WHO DID business with him

v $20 bills.” The House Assassinations
ittee “‘intends to. investigate the
of Ray’s funds in general and of

ose $20 bills in particular.”
e
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| closed it four months later. Bank recol
| show the box was closed by someone livi
| in Baton Rouge, La. Yet Ray was livi
i in Los Angeles at the time. The commit
| therefore, is investigating “‘who in Bat
iRougeaidedRaybycloslnztbat
' deposit box.”

| The committee has received unve
1

|

|

a., gun shop owner who, before
inauon pointed to a ﬂlle nnd

Liberto as “a target’ of the;
reports that Ray was in touch with ee's investigation.” £
| Beverly Hills office of Litton Industrie: phis police set up a aurveiumc
| California. While has was posing as ~a firehouse overlooking the motel
| Galt, he also listed as his previous where-King spent his last fateful hours.
i ployer a Pascagoula, Miss., shipbuild ly, two black ﬂrexpen, ‘Norvell Wal-
i company owned by letoq Industries, 4 " ;"loyd' Newsum, were mm&m :
| investigators are checking ‘“‘whether th he post. Then a black policeman,
;Jsanyrelaa'tawshipbetweenliayand : - Redditt, was called off the sur-

| Industries.” : The committee “has begun to
| & / e these incidents.” |

’I‘HELATEWﬂ!lamSartora/ ' i S
| alleged that organized crime fi ) , mmmaonmammm

accepted a $300,000 contract on
~ from a right-wing racist group.
 to Sartor, Ray got in touch with
in New Orleans. The compmittee is &

. He applied for Canadian
icam under the names of Paul [
an and Ramon George Sneyd. He
y obtained a birth certificate and

“all evidentiary materials that migl assport in Sneyd’s name. The House in-
port or refute Mr. Sartor’s vestigators are checking “the procedures
A witness has told investigators 2d by Ray in securing these documents.” !
overheard a telephone conversatio he investigators are also chasing down !
afternoon of the King assassination | umber of other leads. They are undeter-

' Liberto, a person with alleged
crime oonnections. said: ‘‘Shoot
Do i tais afiernoon. Shoot iumi,

‘youhaveﬁodoitonthebalco

do it, i

y the cold water that the Justice De-
nent tried to throw on their investiga- |
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Ray Tied Conspiracy
‘To Assassmatlon of

Dr Kln

ress W
WASHINGTO Former Hou

nations counsel f prague tod
James Earl Ray ‘persons we
in a conspiracy
assassinated.

Mr. Sprague also
concluded from R
ments that “Raoul,” “a man
Ray has claimed enlisted him
in a gun-running operation that
put him in Memphis
King was Kkilled, is a
name.

Mr. Sprague also
federal investigato: e
the man the CIA recordec - w

tacting Soviet and

Embassies in Mexico Cit :
panel was established with

gore };resxdent Johtn dF &enne; e idea that it might be scrap-

Yo ey arsassinate 1y d after the election.

Lee Harvey Oswald. ' = i 2
Mr. Sprague said he did no . SPRAGUE resigned as
dlrector and chief counsel

know what it would t:
fact, the voice the _the committee two weeks
g o when it appeared the

ressure he said
committee staff wa .
produce something sensational.
,Mr Sprague said he believes
committee was set up be-
e the election to appeal to
voters unhappy with
quate investigation of the
King assassination. He said

The Warren Commission co 'House would kill the investiga-

cluded that Oswald assassinat- | tion if he remained on the job.

ed Mr. K““‘fdx actl me. ¥ Mr. Sprague quoted Ray as
“THERE WEL have [aying in the two interviews

onducted by committee inves-
oy oL h igators that persons other than
nembers of Ray’s family help-
d him obtain a weapon to es-
ape from a Missouri prison
efore the assassination.
Ray has not described the
hers, except to say they are
it his brothers, Mr. Sprague
iid. The’ investigator said it
as become clear partly
rough Ray’s own comments
partly through what the
: could perceive

certain agencies felt
be an embarrassm
close relationships
wald,” Mr. Sprague*
don’t know.” ‘
He said that CIA t
ings of the man who
the Soviet and Cuba
sies were erased |
assassihation to b
record something else
He said he does no
the House Assassina ( =
mittee can conduct ajyprope Raoul” is made up.
investigation of the two, i i
nations and said he |
even wants to.

as made up by someone else
d Ray reluctantly used it.
—_r——
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Ho also claims to be
lercover agent for
d he was told the
Dr. King came

ad m’ York,
" the motel, the -

made the a
and those who were at the
meeting,” Billett said. g

ngements for us
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%pmgme Says A@@&@sm&m@ﬁ? “

Panel Has 3 @@@@5 Leads

WASHINGTON (AP) — Rich-
ard A. Sprague, former chief
counsel for the House Commit-
tee on Assassinations, says the
panel has at least three worth-
while leads.in its investigation
of the deaths of President John
F. XKennedy and D1 Martin
Luther King Jr.

Sprague says the leads are
only that — but they should be
pursued.

The committee’s credibility
was damaged earlier this year

- when a dispute between Sprague
and the chairman, Rep. Heunry
‘Gonzalez, D-Tex., ultimately led
to the resignation of both from

- the paael. But the big blow was
accidental disclosure of an ex-
traordirary March 17 strategy
session.

At that meeting, committee
meinbers worked out a scenario
whose aims included public re-
lease of rehashed information to
make it appear new and thus
build pressure on House mem-
bers {o vote to keep the panel

ahLml‘lm House ummatcly ex- -

tended the commlttee through
1978. .

No Faith in Committee

Sprauge told a news confer-
ence last week that he doubts a
committee that thinks in such
terms can learn the facts.be-
hind the assassinations of Xea-
nedy and King.

Nevertheless, he said at the
news conference and during an
iaterview later that the commit-
tee has three worthwhile leads
to pursue:

—A memo from the lale FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover that
Sprague speculates could mean
the CIA give the Warren Com-
mission and the public a phony
story after Kennedy’'s assassina-
tion to cover up CIA contacts
with Lee Harvey Oswald.

—James Earl Ray's story: to
commitiee investigators that he
had outside help before the as-
sassination of King, and that he
wag offered a contact after the
assassination but did not use it.

—The statement of a nurse

N . v

who was in the emergency room
. Ohrromieid ! ety .

that “too much lead” was re-
moved from former Gov. John
Connally to support the Warren
Commission’s conclusion that
Oswald alone killed Kennedy and
wounded Connaily.

Memo Contradicts CIA

N

.

Sprague said the Hoover mem-

orandum contradicts the CIA’s
story that it taperecorded Lee
Harvey Oswald trying to contact
Soviet and Cuban embassies in
Wexico City bef ore Xeunedy's
assassination — conirary to the
CIA’s story that it erased them
before the assassination — and
that the agents concluded the
voice was not Oswald’s,’

Sprague speculated that could
mean the CIA was trying to cov-
er up its own contacts with
Oswald.

“An area of speculation,” he
said, “is that in showing that Os-
wdld was in Mexico City, you
contradict other testimony, and

there is other evidenece uncorrob- -

orated, placing Oswald in Dallas

and associating with a CIA
agent.” : e ansane o}
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Jerry Ray Denies Plot ~
ATLANTA, April 19 (UPI) — James Earl Ray’s -
' younger brother said Monday that magazine reports he '
might have been involved in the assassination of Dr.

. Martin Luther King Jr. were “a bunch of bull.”

Jerry Ray accused the FBI of plotting the civil §
.right’s leader’s death and said the agency hounded him

| and his other brother, John, in an effort to get them be-
hind bars also. - ,

Mr. Ray, whose brother, James Earl, is serving a 99-
year prison term in Tennessee, said he is filing libel suits
against everyone who has suggested he conspired with
his brother, including attorney Percy Foreman.
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Ray Clims Ho Was —
At Service Station When
| ng Was Assassinated

Unifed Press Infernational
WASHINGTON, May 2 — James Earl Ray said in
a television interview broadcast today that he was in a
Memphis gas station having his car serviced at the

time Martin Luther King Jr.

Ray, who originally pleaded
guilty to the murder, wants a
new trial, claiming that a man
known to him only as Raoul
might be responsible for the
crime.

Ray was interviewed in his
prison cell at Brushy Mountain
Park Prison in Tennessee by
author-investigator Mark Lane,
who- claims the assassina-
tions of bath Dr. King and John
F. Kennedy were the result of
conspiracies and not the single
deeds of Ray and Lee Harvey
Oswald. .

Mr. Lane was interviewed on
the ABC Good Morning Ameri-
ca program. Portions of the au-
thor’s filmed interview with
Ray were used.

o * *

RAY SAID of his movements
on April 4, 1968 when Dr. King
was shot:

“At that time, I intended to
go to a movie . .. I recalled
that T had car trouble the day

I before. I doubled back to serv-

ice the car. 1 believe that’s
close away from the terminal
and where the shooting took
place.”

After he left the gas station,
he said, “I ran into a (police)
road block in the immediate vi-
cinity of where the shooting
was supposed to have taken
place. There have beeén police
statements that:they waved me
off. Anyhow, I went to New
Galeansll

was assassmated in 1968

The FBI, which investigated
the King murder, and a Justice
Department review earlier this
year concluded that all the evi-

dence showed that Ray killed |
Dr. King with a rifle he is
known to have purchased
several days Before.

Ray claimed he had been in-
volved with others, including a .
man named Raoul, in some
smuggling schemes operating
across the Canadian and Mexi-',
can borders, Mr. Lang noted. |

0 " *

“I THINK probably the most
valid evidence is in some
material found in the‘car when
1 was caught at the border one
time (before the King assassi-
nation),” Ray said in the
interview.

“It was a business card. It
had an address on it. The ad- '
dress was crossed out. It had
some writing on the back with
an individual’s name. This was
looked into and it -indicated
some agency that was fundmg
intelligence agencies.”

Mr. Lane said Ray pleaded
guilty because he was kept in
jail for eight months under
“‘inhuman, torturous
conditions.”

The House Committee on
Assassinations is investigating
both the: King and Kennedy
deaths and investigators havj

interviewed,Ray four times.

e TTTD

Pt

e . L
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — James Earl
Ray says he might once again plead guilty
to the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. — even though he insists he never_\ﬁred
the fatal bullet at the civil rights léader.

“I was in, a bind,” Ray said in a

Nashville Tennessean. © ' 4

Ray, serving a ég-yéar sentence in the
King assassination, said he was pressured
into a guilty plea in 1969 by his lawyer at
the time, Percy Foreman. . |

“Trh not guilty in any way legally,”,
Ray said.:“In other words, I didn’t shoot
him . . . But I.may 'be in some way
pantly responsible for it . . . ['I purchased
the weapon and things like that”

Ray claims a mysterious man named
“Raoul” furnished the money for the rifle
apparently used to kill King in Memphis on
‘April 4, 1968. But Ray said'he had no idea
“Raoul” was planning to shoot King.

“I understand the difference between
'knowing and unknowing . . . There’s got

Feared for Brother ) ‘

.Ray said Foreman put him “in a bind”
by telling him, that the chances were ‘99
per cent” sure Ray would go to the electric
ckaizaXa gaid he also feared his brother,

copyrighted story in ‘Sunday’s edition of the .

to be a intent,” he said in the interview..

]
)

ay

ouldn’t .ﬁhange Plea:

,Jerry Ray, might be prosecuted by the
government unless he pleaded guilty.

He said he signed a stipulation that he |

fired the shot that killed King, knowing it
was false. . < :

“If T had to do it all over again I would
have had to — I think I would have to ad- |{
mit to thatstipulation based on the position
they had me in —Percy Foreéman, the trial f
judge and the prosecutor,” Ray said. ,

He said he is convinced he might have '

received “40 or 50 -years” " had he
represented himself or had a public

defender handled his case., = | === i

Ray said he signed a letter to Foreman
authorizing the guilty plea. But he claimed.
the letter, prepared by Foreman, was
‘“‘completely false.” : - | _

Ray said he was in the vicinity of the
muider scene at the time of the slaying but
that he was unaware of the killing until he
heard about it on the radio.

Gave Gun to “Raol”

Ray said, he bought the rifle, on which
his f:in:geﬁprin~ts were found, vout claimed
the last time he saw it was the day before
King’s death when he gave itto “Rdoul” in

" Memphis.

.. Asked about his fin‘gerprixits, Ray said,
“It doesn’t surprise me too mugh. When,I °

\

1

o
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- The escape and recapture of James
“E‘arl -Ray would seem to have no bearing
_on whether the special House committee,
created last year to take a fresh look at
the assassinations of President John
Kénnedy and the Rev. Martin Luther
*King Jr., should continue in business or
disband.

= Nor does the Ray incident alter our
.judgment that this erratic special com-
mittee — dogged from the start by bad
‘tempers and, apparently, bad leads —
should end its meanderings and chalk up
the last eight months to experience. ™\

s n-C—eazéa-m]y the swift recapture of Ray
alive after his e$cape in Tennessee un-
dermines all those conspiracy theories
premised on the suspicion that Dr,
King’s assassin was lured into an escape
_s0 that he could be killed and thus si-
lenved forever. Conspiracy theories of
" assorted varieties have abounded in both
the Kennedy and King assassinations.
But prooi and hard evidence haven 't
. really surfaced.

The new mfoxmatlon that convmced a
" House majoérity to establish the special

uader exacting scrutiny.
“ “We certainly have come up with

‘committee, for example, has wilted

\

nm‘mnga earth- shakmg, and much that

Dishband Assassiations Panel—

witnesses tell us is in conflict with “hat
they supposedly told people who have
written books' about the assassinations

and who have provided the basic leads ™

for the committee to pursue,’” a commit-
tee source said recently.

This comes eight months after the
committee began operations and long
after initial personal squabbles produced
the resignations of both the original
chairman and chief counsel of the com-
mittee. Reportedly, Arthur Goldberg,
former Supreme Court justieey—ead
Archibald Cox, former Watergate special
prosecutor, have each turned down
offers to fill the chief counsel's spot. So
this key post, along with that of perma-
nent staif director for the committee,

,continues vacant. In other words, re-

sponsible people are not jumping at the
chance to accept th ese important
assignments.

Initially, there seemed some basis for
the congressional decision to reopen the
assassination probe. Given the results to
date, however, it would seem best for
this ill-fated committee to crawl back off
the Jong, unpromising limb it is now
clinging to.

In addition to everything else, ending
the fruitless inquiry would save the tax-
payers $2.5 million,

Ay
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FBI Papers Trace Flight —

'
|
|
)
|

Of Ray After King Slaying

United Press International .
WASHINGTON — James Earl Ray was safely out
of the country two days. after he kilied Martin Luther
King, Jr., and within five ‘weeks he was relaking at
mghtclubs in Lisbon and considering a flight to Rhode- .
sia, according to newly released FBI' documents.

Ray deftly eluded a nation-
wide FBI dragnet in the weeks
following the April 4, 1968,
assassination by assuming al-
iases and hopscotching North
America and Western Europe-
on a series of plane flights,
using bogus passports, the files
show

Before he was arrested by
Britain's Scotland Yard June 8,
1968, FBI agents concluded, Ray
seriously considered. trying to
become 3, mercenary soldler in
Africa.

InvestxgatorsA never complete- .

ly unraveled ‘the saga. Long
after Ray’s .arrest they' were

|“thwarted in attempts to pinpoint
where he got the money for his' .

I Qre .

At the same tlme the FBI
found no evidence to prove Ray
was mvolved in-a consplracy

* %

BUT AGENCY 1eports tracing
his activities after’ the assassi-
nation, part of 40,600 pages of

3

FBI files made available” to -
United' Press International

‘Tuesday, ‘'make clear that Ray
had plenty of money for over-
seas alrplane flights and hotel
rooms.

-In the. ldroest manhunt in
history, the buleau decided Ray
had the racial hatred to provide

a motive for the killing.

. The FBI, trying to question
everyone in contact with Ray in

from a Missouri prison and the
slaying, could find no one who
plotted murder with him.
"The files disclose that the FBI
investigated a 1976 report that a
e ) -

man named *“Ralph”. offered
two brothers $50,000 in an Atlan-
ta bar to kill Dr. King a few’

months " before he was assa531- ‘

nated.

® . % *

THE FILES said an intensive |
_investigation . was conducted,

but no one else in the area could
identify the man.

The files also say the w1fe of
one of the brothers called the
story ‘‘a fabrication by her .hus-

‘band and his alcoholic brother.”

The FBI rejected Ray’s claim
in-a magazine interview that a
shadowy ‘“‘Raoul” offered him
$12,000 to kill Dr. King& =

“Investlgauon by us, the,
Royal Cdnadian Mounted Police
and the Mexican authorities has
failed thus far to identify Raoul
or 'to verify his existence. We

have no information tc date to |
indicate that Ray was involved,
-in a-conspiracy,” the FBI said. '

A pair of reported plots to kill
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy " two
weeks before ‘his assassination

in Los™ Angeles June 4, 1968,

were investigated by the FBI
and apparently found not to. be
serjous, the tiles showed.

B * % % .
. THE DOGCUMENTS  showed
the agency pursued.dozens of

rumors and tips about previous |
" attempts on the life of Dr. King.
the year 'between his escape'.

Several of the tips suggested
plots to kill Mr. Kennedy. .
- One- threat against Dr. King
came from a Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., former Xu Klux Klan

member who told a woman thaf

the late Rep. Adam Claytom
Powell, Stokely Carmichael and:
H. Rap Brown would be killed
next and that, “We will take
.care of -Bobby Kennedy so- he’
will never become president.” i

The FBI cleared the man|

whose name was not gevealed.., ;

|

a
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“shown on a re-

,average man on the-street did

y ; Searbudirnnt |
BUT JAMES L. Theisen, who
recently was acting FBI agzencey
{:“Z 5 '{S']g': s in charge of the local office in :

48 i &g by recently was acting FBI agent .
ubg'{lhfs E‘RELS chief, said the portraval in the |
television show on Dr. King's '

L]
1 ! 2 i g o ) S
E !E (R LR ¥ LTS life “‘was far from the way |
-h- C“{—/ LATD things happened.” !

“I was in the South in 1963 !

‘ﬁ?’ VA : § :
- whien all the things were going
Y/lf LF _LAHE.O’ on,” Theisen said. “We went in
kﬂ to do a job and we did it.”
THE ISSUE of the Federel Theisen said he spent 14
Bureau of Investization's ‘FBI' maonths in the South during the
reported involvements in iilegal ejvil rights struggles during the

Fenry Eoclke

tactics to s =% 1060s" and claimed there were
discredit the & no illezal actions by FBI
late! Rev. Dr. ¢ Azcits o S

Martin  Luther
Ring Jr., .as

cent  felevidion
broadcast. has 4
come under fire SR
by many black

leaders. Locke
§tale Assem- el
blyman Al Vann, D-New |

York: Cits. of the
Black  and Puv{ Rican |
Legisiative Caucus. said the 20 i
caucus members will rescarch
the allegations shown in the |
television drama. 3 i
. And if they are found to be |
actual portrayals of the FBl's |
actions to discredit the slain |
civil rights leader. along with |
hundreds of other |
demonstrators from 193563 in
their strugzzles to  eliminate :
sezregated barricrs, the caucus
will deveiop some  recom-
mendations. !
However. Vann acknowledzed !
that meny  black leaders
throughout the nation  were
suspicious of the FBI's in-
volvement during many civil |
rights rarches.  But  the

rot learn of the FBI alleged in-
volvements until they saw the
television show, “King."”

That program showed the FRI
paying young blacks to riol to
make Dr. Kinz look bad as the
leader of a demonstration. as
well as beinz involved in ille
wiretaps and tape recordin?s |
about the ciergyman's personal
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Buifalo area were outraged
Tabaut the illegal tacties:
- Xeporiedly used-by-the-Federal- ]
Bureau of Investigaiion (FBI)
to discredit the late Rev. Dr.
~~Marthy - Luther » King::Jrizo58
- shown in last week’s te’evlswn
series about the slain cxvu right
leadar’s. life.

The three-panrt. movie, entitled
“King,” was shown on, WGR-
Television; Chamnnel 2. It was
based on Dr. King's life,

- especially “diring ~the. pericd of

1935-1968 when he led hundreds

of demonstrations in a struggle

to 7 shixe  down’ -segregation

O preras e A

barriers in this nation.

In. interviews with The
Courier-Express, some of the
leaders said they suspected for
_Thany years-that the FBI had
“not used all of its powers - to
protect -Dr. King and his “sup-
porters “during demonstrations

. in many of this nation’s cities.
Knew About “Smear”

Donald R. Lee, president of
the " Black Development Foun-
dation (BDF) said: “I was ac-
tive in the civil rights move-
ment and I was aware that the
FBI was using illegal tactics to
smear Dr, King's name,

“It was a common feeling
among Dr. King's followers
that not only the I'BI was out

¢

agencies and  other
forcement officials
eama-ilogal tactics.”

used the

--being

s many-

to get Dr. King, but stale police
jaw en-'

3 close
‘the feeling

assnmafes deve]oped

WMany - black leaders in the that when “a black reached a fight for human dignity for all

certain 'level of influence -or:
acheved. a . vast_amount. of
thé” striicture vould try
to xhlkr—' him down and use any

illegal raohcs necessary to do
: e EBL office, __denied . that _his.,

may haxe been‘ a new
revelation to some, people, Lee
said, “but I have known for a
long time that there are two
sets of rules in law enforcement
— one for blacks and one for
whiles — with the government”
‘the most powerful.”

Recalls Open Conflict ;
Daniel R, Acker, president of!

the. BudtEla eliapter” 6f iier Na-j-

tional  Association for the
Advancement of Calored Pe‘]‘
ople, said the late FBI duector,
J. Edgar Hoover was.in opeu
conflict with Dr. Xing, \

Y1t was kept a secret from
people.””  Acker said.
“But now wa find out (through
the television show) the role the
FBI could have had in the
assasination of Dr.’ Kiltgi—itmeo

“It's a shame that the FBI
had the guards removed. who’
were proteceting Dr. King in
Memphis, Tenn. The FB[ may
be solely responsible for Dr.
King's death. Plus the FBI paid
people to riot in Memphis to’
make Dr. King look bad and
that made 1t easier to
assassinate Dr. King. )

"1 think the FBI owes Corcita
Seoit” King, Dr. King's wife, a
public apology for all the bad
things it did to discredil Ih.
King, the world's greatast
leaders~Aeker said,

| an@ discussed them

@5& i@@@g@m R@@%é

e i _-_... 3

“‘Bsrf r. Klug beingeaivarded;
the Nohel Peace Prize for his

people proves that Bull Connors
(a police chief in Alabama) and
other oppressors were wrong.”’
But James L. Theisen, acting
agent in clxarge of the loecal

agency indulged in illegal tac-
tics to dciscredit Dr. King or
any person in this nation.

He said the way the FBI was
portrayed in the television show
on Dr. King's life “was far
from tae way things happened.
I was in' the South in 1965 when -
all the things were going -on.
We went in to do a job and we

'\Xe lnvea[vzated the cases
with -the
U.S. Attorneys on the scene.
There were no illegal actmus .
there hy the ¥BL.” ity ‘

A nle

2‘27 I =Y.
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Probea—Violations
‘Theisen said he spent 100
percent of his time in-

vestigating alleged violations of .

federal laws for 14 months
while in the South. If there
were violations, he said, they
were investigated by the FBI
and reported to the U.S.
" Department of Justice for
further action.

. When -he was asked whether
he felt the pyblic would change
its. long-time - posmve image
about the FBI, he said:

‘I”'"""l control how people

. .think. I-knol that we, as a
matter of course, did not get
involved in any illegal actions.

. I have been an agent for 13

- years, and no time did I ex-

perience any such action.”

Rev. Benpett W. Smith,. a
former asosciate of Dr.
and now pastor of St. John
Baptist Chruch, 184 Goodell St.,
said “traditionally the aftitudes
by blacks towards the FBI was

. unfavorable because there were

- no _black agents.”

“Hev. Smlth who also. is
ceordinator of Operation PUSH)
(People United to Save

Humanity), zaid when former
T.S. Attorney General Robert
¥. Kennedy - suggested to
Hoover that some black agents
be hired, Hoover made his
chafffeur and porters FBI
agents ané coutinued them in
their domestic jobs. '
“Blacks have always
negalive feelings about the FBI
because of the way Hoover felt
about bilacks. People close to
Dr. King knew about the wire
taps and the fapes sent to Mrs,
King and many of us are not
_convinced that the FBI was not
invelved in the conspiracy Lo
assassinate Di. King."”
~iuwever, the cergyman said:

King,

had

|
|

®

“We can’t prove it. But basedwthe film inferred that the agent ’

on the hatred that Hoover had
for Dr. King, nothing is too far
fetched for him to have at-
tempted to get rid .of . Du.
King.” :

Dr. Winfon' J. Hardiman,
regional director of the NAACP,
_said the image of the FBI. in
the minds of blacks and whites,
was damaged'- because of
Hoover's dislike for Dr. King.

*There were many DFESIdEHtSA

" of ‘the United States who were
afraid .to move against
Hoover.” Hardiman said. -
“Two-Edged Sword AR

“But blacks always felt that
the law .was a two-edged sword

«— one for blacks and one for.

whites. Blacks did not get equal
justice in courts or in having
crimes against blacks solved,

“

*“The story on Dr. King’s life ’

reinforced that belief in the
minds of blacks that a dual

system of justice still exists in .

this country because ftoo many
people are afraid to express

their opinions for fear they will -

lose their jobs or chances for a
promotion.”

N . N T e i L
Hardiman said the open op- .

position by Bull Connors in.
Alabama to equal rights, aided.

Dr. King and his movement

because
aware of thesubstandard
.ireatments that blacks had to

put up with in their fight for !

human justice.”
Grant R. Hanesworth, assis-
tant director of the Buffalo

“it made the world |

Division for Youth, said before .

the film on Dr. King’s life was

shown on television, many peo- |

ple “believed the FBI was all
positive. But now it has caused
the ‘‘death of.

the myth,” -

because all of the FBI's actions -

‘against Dr. King appeared to
have been racially motivated.
Agent Found No Link
Hanesworth
agent who was assigned by
Hoover to investigate the “ac-
. tivities of Dr. King
himself on the bad side of the

said one FBI-

found

+"late FBI director, because the:.
" slain leader could not be con- .

nected fo~ any

left
i, .organization, :

4] DVSOA N

| .Howewus  Hanesworth _gaid ¢

wing-

later began fabricating in-
formation about Dr. King so he
could get back in the good
graces of Hoover. And that
fabrication continued through
the FBI agency until- Dr. I\mg
was destroyed.

Hanesworth also said the film,
portrayed the FBI as forging
documents o

“hook up Dr.

beoE Bu dL e

e e g e e e s e
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King ‘'with Communiy
‘and also to try to label Dr.
King as a person who had
avoided paying his income tax-
es.”

He said the film showed
Hoover as a person who was so

-powerful that he *“was ex-

tremely dangerous” to anyone
his

who  disagreed with

‘philosophy.
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