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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ A_p_r_i_1_8_,_1_9_6_8 __ 

Reverend RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, 690 La Verne Drive, No W., 
Atlanta~ Geo~gia, was interviewed at the Memphis Police Department 
at 10:55 p$m:, April 4 9 1968~ Reverend ABERNATHY was advised of 
the Agent's identity and of the nmt~re of the matter under investiga-
tion@ · 

Reverend ABERNATHY, who described himself as Vice President 
at Large and Treasurer of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, stated he was Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.'s closest 
associate anq stated that he and Dr. KING always shared a room 
whenever the'y travelled together. He stated that at about 10:30 a.m .. 
on April 3, 1968 1 he ~nd Dre KING registered at the Lorraine Motel, 
M~his, Tennessee. 

Reverend ABERNATHY stated that on April 4, 1968, he and Drs 
KING did not leave the motel and spent most of the day in their 
room, #306, which is located on the second floor of the motel. 
He stated that he and Dr. KING had been gone from their room for 
approximately one hour or less when they returned to the room at 
about 5:30 p.m. He said they got dressed as they were going to 
dinner at the home of Reverend BILLY KYLE and that at almost exactly 
6 p.m. they started to leave the room. Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 
for a moment and Dr. KING walked out onto the balcony just outside 
the door to his room~ Reverend ABERNATHY was still inside the 
motel room but could hear Dr. KING disc~ssi~g the dinner engagement 
with other associates who Rewerend ABERNATHY believes were standing 
in the parking area of the motel underneath and to the front of th~ 
balcony on which Dr. KING was standing. 

Reverend ABERNATHY stated he heard what sounded like a fire­
cracker and then heard the scre~lMI of persons to whom Dr~ KING had 
been tal~ing. Reverend ABERNATHY went then to the balcony and dis­
covered Dr. KING lying there wo~nded in the right side of the face 
and necko He said he believed Dr. KING attempted to speak to him 
but wa1SJ unable t.o do so. Reverend ABERNATHY said he ill!Stru.cted 
someone to call an ambulance and then accompa~ied Dr. KING in the 
ambulan~e to the hospital where Dr. KIN@ sub~equently died. 
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Rewere~d ABERNATHY ~tat~d th~t j@dgi~g from the sound 
of the ~oise it appeared that the shot came from directly in 
fro~t of the door and l.lilot from ~ny g~eat distal.lilce. Re stated 
he did not observe .~~ything that wo@ld illildic~te who fired the 
shot. Reverel.lild ABERNATHY al$o stated th.at while .they were in 
the motel room Dr. KING did not 1 to his k~owledge, receive any 
telephol.lile calls of a threatenil.lilg l.lil~t@~e or c~lls from persons 
who would l.lilot identify them~elves. Reverend ABERNATHY said 
»~. KING had not feared that al.lily partieul~r persol.lils •ight 
harm him and Revere~d ABERNATHY wa~ ul.lilable to suggest any 
suspects or t9 prowidle ~lllf oth~ in.formation whiQh might 
ai.ssist in id.iejntifying Dr. K:ING11

~ killer. 

49 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



--~L.lli-_.__. _____________ ._ ___ 
~ 

FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL ,BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date . April 8 • 1968 

Mr. CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE 1 123 West Madison Street, Chicago, 
Illinoisg was interviewed. at the Hem.phis Police Headquarters at 
12:05 a.m8, April 5, 1968. Mr- ESKRIOOE was advised of the 
interviewing Agent's identity and of the nature of the matter 
under investigation. 

Mr. ESKRIOOE, who identified himself as General Counsel 
for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, advised that 
he arrived in Memphis, Tennessee, at approximately 11:30 a.m. 
on April 4, 1968. He stated he had been with Dr. HARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. during a portion of the day on April 4, 1968, and at 
about 5:45 p.m. was standing in the parking area of the Lorraine 
Motel when Dr~ KING walked out of his motel room onto the second 
floor balcony of the motel and leaned over and began to discuss 
his dinner engagement with other persons who were standing below 
the balcony. 

Mrs ESKRIDGE stated he was standing with his back to 
Mulberry Street and was facing Dr& KING when he heard to his 
right ,ear a sound like a firecracker. He looked to his rear 
momentarily to see if someone were behind him-and when he looked 
toward Dr& KING again he saw him lying on his back on the balco~y. 
Mr. ESKRIDGE said he heard only one shot fired and he recalled · 
that Dr$ KING was standing in front of his motel room at the 
time he was struck. He stated he believed the shot cam~ from 
the area of the houses overlooking Mulberry Street or from the 
high grass in the yards which were behind the houses overlooking 
Mulberry Street@ 

Mr~ ESKRIDGE stated he had been standing in the parking' 
area of the Lorraine Motel for approximately 5 to 10 minutes 
prior to the shot and he had not observed anyone in the area who 
he believes might have fired the shot® He said he did not know of 
anyone who wished to harm Dr. KING and he stated he had no other 
information which he felt might assist in identifying Dr. KING's 
killer .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date ___ 4/_13_/_6_8 ___ _ 

Mro S0WMON JONE~, JR~ 0 374 Vance Avenue 0 Memphis, 
who i$ employed a~ a fune~al di~ector for Ro S~ Lewis and Sons 

.at the same addre~~ w~~ interviewed at the Lorr~ine Motelu 406 
Mulberryo Memphiso 

Mro JONES advi$ed that he had been serving as 
chauffeur for Dro MARTIN LUTHER KING 0 JR&, on Dro KING's last 
trip to Memphiss He believed that he had started driving for 

, Dr o KING on Apri 1 lo 1968 o He stated that Reverend JAMES IAWSON 
of Memphis had reque~ted him to drive Dre KING while he was in 
Memphis .. 

On Wedne~day night 0 April 3 0 1968 0 Dro KING spoke 
at the Mason Temiple in Memphis and after the speech returned 
to the Lorraine Motel 0 406 Mulberry 0 Memphiso Dre KING told 
him to report ba©k to the Lorraine Motel on Thursday morning, 
April 4 0 1968 6 at 8gJO aomoo as Dro KING was due to go to 
court in Memphis in regard to a restraining ordero 

Mr. JONES stated that on Thursday morninge April 4, 
19680 he returned to the Lorraine Motel at about 8i30 a.m.0 
which motel i~ located at 406 Mulberrye Re stated this motel 
is located on the ea~t side of Mulberry S~reet and is bordered 
on the north by Huling Avenue and on the ~outh by East Butler. 

He advis®d that he parked the caruwhich was used to 
drive D:iro KING and which car was a 1961 Cadillac and belonged 
to the Res. Lewis and Son~ Fun®ral Home 0 i:n the parking area 
of the Lorraine Motel. He parked thi$ car in front of Room 
201 which is on the ground level of t.he LoJrraine Motel., The 
ear was headed into the motel area whi©h would have been in an 
easterly directiono 

A short time after he arrived Reverend ANDREW YOUNG, 
an asso©iate of Dro KING 0 o@~tacted JONES and stated that Dro 
KING was not going to go to court on the morning of April 4 9 

1968 11 alThd YOUNG wa~ g©ing to go to ©©urt., Revere:nd YOUNG (.., 
informed JONES that he was to remain at. the motel as Dr .. KING 
wa~ to later that day addre~$ the ~anitation workerso 
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JONES advised that he remained at the Lorraine 
Motel and ate his lunch at the motelo At about 3g00 p.m.e 
April 4 6 1968, Reverend BILLY KIZER (phonetic), a minister in 
Memphis 0 informed JONES that Dr6 KING and other members of his 
staff were going to have dinner at Reverend KIZER 0 s home at 
about 5i00 p.,moe April 4 9 19680 

Mro JONES stated that Dr~ KING did not leave the 
motel area the entire day of April 4u 1968 0 and JONES stated 
that he stayed in this area the entire dayo 

He advised that Dr., KING and his group did not leave 
the motel at 5i00 p...mc 1 as had been originally mentioned to him 
by Reverend KIZER., At approximately 6g00 pom.,/J April 4, 1968, 
JONES noticed Dro KING come out of ~ room on the balcony 
level of the Lorraine Motel which room was north of Room 306 
where Dre KING was residinge Dre KING proceeded to Room 306 
and as he was about to enter the room Dro KING told JONES to 
start the car as they were preparing to go to dinner. JONES 
stated he started the car and Dro KING went into Roo~ 306 
where he was staying with Reverend ABERNATHY~ 

Dr& KING came out of Room 306 a short time later and 
was standing on the balcony area in front of Room 3060 At this 
time Dro KING was fully dressed& Dre KING was looking from the 
balcony level down to JONES who was standing beside the car on 
the ground level& JONES advised the car was still parked in 
front of Room 201~ Dro KING wa~ talking to JONES about the 
weather and JONES stated he told Dro KING he should put on 
a topcoat as it was cool outsideo He stated that he was 
looking up at Dro KING during this conversation and Dro KING 
was. facing west. and th;at. he 11 JONES, was facing east& Dr$ KING 
acknowledged JONES concerning obtaining his topcoat. 

JONES stated while he was still looking at Dr., KING· 
he heard a sound which he thought was a fire crackero Dr. KING 
fell to the floor of the walkway in front of Room 306. At this 
point JONES could see blood coming from Dro KING~ and realized 
the sound was a~tually a shot rather than a fire cracker. 
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JONES stated that he started $Cll:'ell&ming and calling· for help 
an~ repeatedly called $ever.al times 00Dr., KINGes been, shot, 00 

He advised that at. the time of the shooting that , 
JESSE JAC~ON, a staff member of Dr., KING 0 was standing, at 
Room 305. :Re also recal;led that Dr .. KING's lawyer·by the 
lt'Um:ae of ESKRIDGE of Chic:!'agoo Illinois 11 was standing inear JONES 
on the ,grou,nd level.. ' · · 

Aft.er seeing D.r o KING bleeding and l'ealizing t~~rt 
he was sh@tq JOMES stated that he and ESKRIDGE did not run· 
·to the side' of Dr o KING as others were coming to. Dr .. KINGf.s ai~., 
However, he and ESKRIDGE turned west siru~e that was the direct.io.:n · 
i:n which the shot had origi1ruited,, and went t.owa:td Mulber.ry 
Street whieh str~et is located on the .front portion of the. 
motelo They ran .about 50 feet and stopped opposite the 
office 0f the motelo JONES stated he and the lawyer both 
the~ looked around and ~aw nothing. JONES stated he ran 
about another ten. feet west and stopped at the edge of 
the side.walk in fro~t of 'the mot.el and stood besi~e a 3?riek .wa-ll.l: 
He ·stated ESDIDGE .aJ~so ran up to same arl!:!a oppos:i.te ln.mo · · · · .. 
He ad:vi$ed when he reached this po'i.nt. 'he looked opposite t.he · 
point where he was st~nding which wa$ also the driveway areae 
He looked opposite the drivew1a.y area toward the west side 
of Mulberry Streetp This area has a l~rge retaining wall. 
Immediately above the retaining wall ·is a grassy area with some 
small shrubs and· bushe1:h · This are~ is beihind some buldings 
facing .S:tl.iith Main Streeto .,-He got a quick glimpse of a person 
wi t.h hi11(' back towiard Mulberry Street" .. 

He estimated 'the. person be glimpsed would have been 
arppr~:,dmately 16.0 feet from where he Wl!Ull sta:nding. He pointed , 
out it was dusk dark and he merely got a quic:ik glimpse of 
someone in that area. He stated that. it was the back of this 
individual and he could not. tell whether the person was 
Negro or whiteo This person was moving rather fast and he 
recall~ that be believed he was wearing ~~me sort of light 
colored jacket with some sort of a hood or parka., He ·s,tat~d 
this. person ~."PP.e;u:-ed to ,him to be abp1Jt s· 11°H or a,,ll) little ,E,~llero 
He d1a not see h1m carrying ~nytlhrw.mg ::n.n h1.s hand ainu did no"" 
notice anything ~<?ncerning his. dre$~ below his w~ist. 11 : 
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He said he could not tell anything further about 
this individ~al and it could have been ·an officer# but he 
could not furnish any further details concerning thisindividual. 

He related that he did not look to his left or south 
o~ Mulberry StreetD After.taking a quick glimpse he immediately 
ran back to the motel area where Dre KING was locatedo He ran 
up the middle stairway of the motel which stairway was opposite 
Room 308~ As he was running up the stairway he noticed a red 
ambulance had arrived and he believed this ambulance was a Memphis 
Fire Department ambulanceQ · 

At this point he stated he was in such a state of 
shock that someone puthi.m in Room 308 and he had to lie down 
for a moment. While th~v were placing Dr. KING into the -
ambulancee LEE BERNA:ru:t ~n <iiide of :Or .. KING, came into Room 308 
and told him to calm down and for him to drive the car and 
follow DroKING 3 s ambulance .. JONES stated he drove the car which 
had been used for Dr. KING and followed the ambulance to the 
hospital. In the car with him was Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and 
LEE BERNARDo 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4=/'-'l=l=/.....;6;...;c8c--..-.,__...,..---
1· 

~ .. Rev~ BERNARD SCO'ff LEE,, 334 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta/, 
Ge«l».r.gia, was interviewed at the Police Depal"tment, Memphis, 
Tennessee, in tlble pre.e1ence ;£lat. TOM MARSHALL ~1 Homicide . · 
Bureau, l!e~phis Police :Pe · nt •. R<ev, LEE volunt:a.rily 
fur~ished the fo,llowing. in cmatioEA: 

Rev. LEE st~tied. that he c~me to Memphis on April iai: 
1968, with Dr. MARTIN ~Ufl!m:R KUlTG 9 JR~, and had been staying .. 
at· the torrailile Motel s,ince his arrival. }l[e,:•was registered · 
in ':Room 205 and was· alone in that room~ ~

1
"':He advised .that 

Dr. KING was registered· in Room 306 with Rev. ABERNATHY~: arut 
theil1' room was immediately above his and one,. do s~utb/of , 

'his,,unit. · " · ·.:1,, ,. 

Rev. LEE stat·ed thiit be and Dr,l Kl,NG anclia~11 members . 
of their party had been· a·round the Lo:ir.r~fne Motel m()st of tile 
day. He 1 advised that he dressed f©»r dirm.er and left Ids · 

·1 
I 

motel roGm at approximately 5 :.45 to 5: 50 P 11M, ... aµd went· te the 
CGurt ~yard of the. Lorraine .Motel where. he jd!ned ot~er·. · 
membe;rs. of the staJf of, the Sout~ern Clliristi,an .Leaders·hi,:p ... , 
Conference ( SCLC)., i!i.~d l«?cal co~~uni ty peep let· LEE. :9ta;t~:~·;•,t · 
that t~me he was ·~tandi~g about tln.•ee feet ·from· the step·s >·· : .. 
on the north ~nd of the,court y&J.rd whieh led to the second 
floor of the motel:¼,. Be· said he· saw Dr., KING come out of 

·~~ ! ! 

'®j'\b:'W•~r'\~11}~ i ;\1 

his room· at approximately 6,:,00 P .. M. and l)r. KING walked out 
, on the ba.lceny in front'. of that room .• 1 :,Rev,t LEE stated about. 
that time his at·tention was directed to''. two female workers,' 
names ,:m.known, who were following' one @f th~· ~rtaf·f cats of 
SCLC as they dr<Olve into,.' the Lorraine .Mote·l. · He · said as he· 
was looking .at ,:tllM~·se in:ijividtutls,.i.he heard a. shotquui knqws 

t that, the ,shot came"' from 1 across the .,stree,tiin ·front of Dr. ,.· 
KING vs room and which · would be coming,, fr<0im the west • · Rev. · 
LEE said he immediately real:i,,zed .1th.at:'. this,.was•· Rot ,a.'.fire­
cracker., and that it w.a.s a shot from·'~;: high caliber rifle. 
He'.fsaid,he based'this. on his-experience in the u.- s. Air 
Force and pointed out th1llt llle: has ·.fired ,.the. M-2 oar'bine ... as 

,1,1, 

l.', d:<:, 

well a'rs the ~J!2,•~.ali'ber rifle, .. ,., He said :be immediat!Elly knew .. 
tba;t this was not' a .blast f:r:om · a shotguum but from a high caliber 
rifle-. Rev., LEE, ... st~tec.t he" immediate11 looked toward ;;the 

")., · ~ . " .. ,~(A_ ·· -~;~.--·_. _ :, 1t. 
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buildings which were to the west of him but s~id he did not 
see anyone in any of the windows of these buildings who could 
have fired th~t shot. He s~id lhle cnly recalls seeing some 
white police officers whc b~d shotguns but knew at the time 
th~t this shot w~s not from~ shotgun but from a high caliber 
rifle. Rev. LEE s~id he turned and looked at Dr. KING and saw, 
that he had f~llen b$ck ~nd was lying on the floor of the 
balco_ny. He s!lid he believed thiart ltne simw Dr. KING's hands 
leave the railing of tbe b~lcony ~nd tbat this indicated to 
him that Dr. KING was le~.!!lling ccrver the bi! lco1n1y rai 1 at the 
time of the shooting. Rev. LEE said he S$W Rev. YOUNG 
running up the steps which were on the north end of the motel 
le~ding up to the second floor~ ~nd he imm~diately started 
to where Dr. KING w~s 9 following behind Rev. YOUNG. He said 
when he re$\ched Dr. Kli'Jli'G, Dro KING w~s lying on the balcony 
floor in~ large pool of blood. He adwised that he could 
tell th~t ~ bullet had torn out~ section of the right side 
of Dr. KING 9 s face between the high cheek bone and the 
lower bone of the jaw. Rev. LEE said he immediately asked one 
of the police officers who had rushed to Dr. KING to call an· 

:ambulance and he said 111n ambullllnce ~ppef!lired on the scene 
shortly thereafter. 

Rev. LEE pointed out th~t he only heard one shot and 
is of the po:si tive opinion that this shot came from a hig.h 
powered rifle and definitely not ~ny type of a shotgun. He 
advised he did not :see ~nyorne fleeing the area a.round the 
motel who might have any connection with the person who shot 
Dr. KING and stated that at the ti~e of the shooting he did not 
see anyone on the b$lcony of the moc'tel with Dr. KING. 

~ 

Rev. LEE continued by advising that the only in­
dividuals he can identify by name wh@.were in the court yard 
of the Lorraine Motel ~t the time of the shooting were Rev. 
ANDREW YOUNG, Attorney CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, ~nd Mr. SOLOMON 
JONESe Rev. LEE st~ted that there were other individuals 
at the motel at the time of the shooting but he C$nnot 
ide~tify them by n~me. Rev. LEE stat®d th~t Rev. ABERNATHY 
was in Room 306 at the time of the shooting and was probably 
the first person to ~rrive at Dr. KING's side after the 
shooting. Rev. LEE st~ted that when he ~rriwed at the place 
where Dr. KING was lying, Dr. KING was unconscious but did 
~ttempt to make some sounds which he could not understand . 

Ei1 ... 
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Rev. LEE advised thfit Dr. KING Wf!!\s pllllt in an ambulance, and 
Rev. ABERNATHY ac~ompanied him to the hospital. 

Rev. LEE advised that he h~s ~o idea who is 
responsible for shooting Dr. KING and ~aid he noticed nothing 
at the time of the shooting whi©h might be of value to identify 
this individual. He reiterated that he was not looking at 
Dr. KING at the time he was shot bllllt was looking in the area 
of the court yard around the Lorrai~e Motel. He st~ted these 
are all of the facts that he cmn recall at the present time 
regarding the shooting of Dro KING a~d the events which happe~ed 
immediately after the sh@@ti~g. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4/_9_/_6_8 _____ ~ 

Revo ANDREW Jo YOUNG 9 1088 Veltre Circle 9 SoW. 9 

Atl~~t~, IG®orgia 9 h@nn~ t~l~ph@~~ 753-8320 9 business tele­
phoDe 522-1420p w~s interwiew~d ~Y ~t@~tive Ro R. DAVIS, 
Honni@ide Bmlre~u 9 Memphis 9 T~~~ess~@ 9 ~li@~ Department, and 
SA EUGENE G,. DOUGLASS ~t tllii.\~ M~mphis P®lice Dep&llI'tnnent at 
mi ppr@~imra:te ly 11 : 00 P ,.BL 

Rev. YOU~G ~dvised tMt he is the Exe©utive Vice 
President of the So~t~ern Chri~ti~~ Leader~hip C~nfereDce 
(SCLC). He stated that Gn Ap~il 4 9 19$8 9 &\t ~pproximately 
6:00 PoMo be was ~t th~ L@rr~i~e M@tel 9 406 M~lb~rry 9 Memphis! 

Be ~dvised that Dr. ll!ARTIN LUTHER KIN~, JR., 
occupied Room 306 of this motel 9 and Rev. YOUNG occupied 
Room.209. He stated that at ~pproximately 6:00 P.M. 9 April 4, 
1968p they were preparing to go to dinner with other members 
of the SCI£ staff. He advised tb~t Dr. KING was standing on 
the seco~d floor on the b~lc@ny p©rtio~ of t~e motel and Rev. 
YOUNG was down i~ the eourt y~rd j~st below Dr. KING. He 
advised t~at Dro KING came cut o~t@ the bal®emy in front of 
Room 306 of the motel and @$\lled dio,wli to M:w o. SOLOMON JONES, 
JRo, who was st~~ding c~ t~e ground lewel ~~d advised -
M!w._.: J'ONES to start tlm® motor of the @~r. ~v. YOUNG stated 

th~t he overheard Mr~ JOOS ~ay to Dr. KING, ~1 thiD.k you 
need a coat~ and tken hw. YOUNG ~dwiaed th~t a staff member 
drove up in a crar on tlll~ driw@w~y of tlm® lffll@tel 9 and he turned 
away to look at this individu~l. 

At this poi~t h® st~ted lm® he~rd ~ soumd ~nd thought 
it was~ firecr$,cker but t~em ~® l@@k®d up ~~d @bserwed Dr. 
KING lying on his back@~ t~® floor @f the balcomy of Room 
306 e Rev. YO'ilmG stated lll@ ~~n upi th® sil:~irs to Dr.. KING a.nd . 
observed that Dro KING w~s seriously.wou~dedo He t~en looked 
across the street ~~d obse:rrved police officers coming from 
the ~re~ where he thought t~e shot m~y h~we com® from but 
stated he observed no one else. 

,, Rev. YOUNG !ildvised that the poli«:ie @ffi~ers tlum 
c~ll~d for~ Memp~is Fi~e D®p~rtm~~t ~mb~l~~~~ a~d he stated 
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he helped cover Dr. KIN@ with a bl~~ket amd stated he ebserved 
that Dr. KING was l@si~g blood rapidly. He stated that at 
this time he checked Dro KING's pul~e a~d ~oted it was very 
strong. Be stated this was just prior to the arrival of the 
ambulance, but he noti©ed bl@@d comi~g from the wound on the 
right side of Dr. KING's ~@©k~ . 

Revo YOUNG stated that whe~ he referred t@ the area 
from which he thougll:irt the sh@t bad ©@me, he was referring 
to a large clump of bushes wlldch is l@citited on the west side 
of Mulberry' directly opposite fmm the area where Dr. KING's 
room was located. He pt®inted out that the m@tel is located 
on the east side of Mulberry. Be stated he was standing 
on the ground level below Dr. KING talkimg to a staff member, 
whose name be could n~t re~all, whe~ he heard the sound which 
he. later determined to be a gu~shot. Be stated that he would 
not· have been able to @bserve a flash from a gun being fired 
on the west side of Mulberry as the swim.ming pool wall 
block®d his view from that area. 

He pointed cut tll:ilat imm.ediately after iseeing Dr~ 
KING fall he ran upstairs to assist Dr. KING and then looked 
a~ross tke street but did n@t see mny @ars leaving the scene 
in a hurry and saw no individuals who he felt could have been 
responsible for the sho~ting. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 15 1 1968 

CEOLAR SHAVERS 1 610 F Brownmallj Clayborn Homes, 
Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following information: 

She advised that she formerly was employed as a maid 
at the Lorraine Hotel and J~otel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee 1 and that she was on duty on the 11:00 aom. to 
7:30 p.m. shift on April 3 and 4j 1968. 

She also stated that sometime around 6:00 p.m. on 
April 4i 1968 1 pursuant to instructions from her employer, 
Mr. WALTER BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Hotel and liotel 1 she was 
proceeding along the second level of the motel on the balcony 
in a southerly direction to clean two rooms 1 which had not beep 
taken care of by the maid assigned to these rooms. It was 
not normally her responsibility to clean these rooms, but 
the other maid left work at about 5:30 p.m. without attending 
to them. 

She stated she had not as yet passed Room 306, but 
estimated that she was in front of Room 304 proceeding in the 
direction of Room 306 when she heard what she thought was a shot. 
She stated the sound was very loud 1 and caused her to drop some 
sheets, which she had been carryingi and that it frightened 
her quite a bit. 

She stated that right after hearing the sound, she 
looked down into the courtyard parking lot area, and saw many 
people beginning to assemble. She advised that she then looked. 
in a northwesterly direction toward some buildings where she 
believed the sound came from. She stated that she did not see 
anyone, and definitely. did not see anyone in the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street nor did she see anyone running away 
from these bushes. 

She also stated that she had been employed at the 
Lorraine for about six weeks, and duril!llg that time cannot 
:recall seeing or hearing anything suspicious nor anything which 
she would consider to be colrllnected with the assassination of 
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING,. JR. 

She further advised that after being startled by the ioud 
noise,which sounded to her like a shot, she was very frightened 
and did not look at DR. KING. She did not see him. get hit •. 
S'he did look at him shortly thereafter, and saw him as he fell 
to the ground. She remembers looking at his feet as he fell. 

She stated she then quickly went down the steps to 
the groun~ level, and recalls nothing else relating to the 
sound. 

: r 
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WALTER LANE BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Motel and Hotel, 
406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following 
information: 

He has owned the Lorraine Motel and Hotel since 1945 
and Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had stayed there on approximately 
twelve occasions since 1958. To the best of his knowledge, 
Dr. KING had never received any threats on his life wh,ile stay!ng 
at the hotel: To ,his knowledge, no one. had been acti:n;g in a 
suspicious manner~ ·'such as asking quest ions about Dr. KING'.' s 
whereabouts, nor had he heard of anyone walking or driving up 
Mulberry looking as if he were "ca~ing" or "sizing up 11 the 
location during any of Dr. KING's visits. 

He stated he did not know Dr. KING very well but be­
lieved he was acting very strangely on April 4, 1968. He s:a.ilif. that 
Dr. KING normally was very businesslike in manner and ne'8',.· 1·

1joked · 1 

around" but on that date at the motel he was very jovial'. and was .: ,:~i 
·1teasing and cutting upP. He belie'ved this tyJi)e of behavior was 
out of character with Dr. KING'S past activities and thought it. 
strange but could attach no meaning or significance to it. 

Mr. BAILEY said he heard what he thought was a shot 
at approximately 6:00 p.m., on April 4, 196a, while he was in 
the northern lower section of his hotel. He could feel the 

Entire hotel shake when the shot werit off. He ran outside and 
looked up and saw Dr. KING lying on the balc.ony in· front of his· 
room, which was #306. He said confusion was all around the 
hotel an he could not recall any details after looking up at 
Dr. KING. 

He said he had absolutely no information or thoughts 
on the assassination of Dr. KING but would notify the FBI 
should he acquire any information of value. 

On __ 4_/_4_/_6_8 ___ at Memphis, Tennessee File # _M_e_m_p_h_i_s_4_4_-_1_9_8_7~~-

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON & 
by _SA __ J_O_H_N_W_._BA_U_E_·R_: s:i;_C!_MD_:_c_j_s ________ Date dictated _4_/_l_0_/_6_8 ____ ~ 

This document contains neither recommendation~ nor conclusions of the FBI. ·It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · 

- -c--------~-- -2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



--=----!!II,•--•-~-~~~~ 

• • FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/12 /68 

OLIVIA HAYES 9 maid 1 Lorraine Hotel and Motel,. 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that she was on 
duty·at that motel from 12:00 noon until 8:00 p.m., April 3 and 
4, 1968. 

She advised that she was '"cleaning up" the rooms on 
April 3, 1968, and worked as a desk clerk on April 4, 1968., 

;• ,ll 

She advised that she was not in a position to observe 
anyone on Mulberry Street on April 3, 1968, since she was 
cleaning up on the inside. She further advised that she could 
not observe Mulberry Street from hieyr location behind' the desk 
on April 4', 1968, and did not see ~nyone on Mulberry when she 
took her work breaks. 

. HAYES said thatm one made inquiries concerning Dr. 
KING to her and no one acted suspiciously on either date, that 
she could recall. 

She stated she could recall nothing relating to the 
assassination of Dr. KING and could furnish no 'information at 
all. 
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l Date _ __,,,.4.L../...,.lJ!:!2.,_/.,,._6=8~----

MARY ELLEN NORWOOD, Desk Clerk and cook, Lorraine 
Motel and Hotel, 406 Mulberry Streett Memphis, Tennessee, 
furnished the following information: 

She worked from 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., Ap:ril 3:, 
and April 4, 1968, at the Lorraine Hotel in the kitchen 
cooking food. She heard a shot around 6: 00 p. m,. on April 4 ,. 
1968, and ran out of the kitchen, out the back door on the i· 

eastern side of the hotel, looked around, but saw nothing 
and re-entered the hotel and ran out of the main entrance 
on the east side of the hotel. She looked up and saw Dr, 
KING lying on the balcony in front of room 306, but at no 
time did she look in a westerly direction towards South Main 
Street. She said she has no other information concerning the 

. assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and would 
:'"'- immediately notify the FBI should she. recall or obtain any 

· further information. 
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1 Date __ 4_,_/_l-'-2...;_/-'6-'-8 __ ~~-

EUNIS E. l\ULLER, cook and waitress, Lorraine Motel ~nd 
Hotel., 406 Mulberry Street, M:emph:i.s, Tennessee, advised that 
she worked at the hotel from 7:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m,. on 
April 3 and 4, 1968 ~ • She said she had absolu·tely no inf or~ 
mation regarding the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

. JR~, as she worked inside the hotel both days and was not ·: 
outside at all during her working hours. 

She advised she would notify the FBI should she 
remember or obtain any information regarding the assassination. 
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PERSONS AT CANIPE AMUSEMENT COMPANY, 
424 SOOTH MAIN STREET 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_p_r_i_l_l_0_,_1_9_6_8_----'--"-'--

·Ml"~ GUY WARREN CANIPE, JRe, 1018 Brower Road, 
Memphis 9 Tennessee, telephone number 324-0344, owner of 
Canipe Amusement Company 9 424 South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tenn~s~ee, telephone number 525-0439 9 furnished the following 
information to Lt .. J. D .. HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis 
Police Departmentj and Special Agent FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON: 

He has been in business in th~ South Main Street 
area for the past twenty years~ His store had been closed 
and unattended most of the day, April 4 1 1968, he having 
been with Mr$ EDWIN BODENHEIMER 9 180 Clark Place, Memphis, 
one ~f hi~ competitors and a close friendt during the dayo 
He had left hi~ store around 9:00 or 9:30 A.M~ and did not 
return until after 5:00 P.M& 

Soon after he returned 1 two Negro males came into 
his store and started looking at phonograph records on some, 
shelves on the south side of the store near the front doorp 
He had been playing records on a 99 jukebox'' located toward the 
front of the store.. He did not hear a shot or no-ise which 1

•• 

he thought might be a shot anytime around 6:00 P.M. One of 
the Negro men was overheard by him subsequently to say that 
he, the customer, did hear a shot. · 

I 

Sometime around 6:00 P .. Mo (although he has no way 
of fixing the time), he heard a vvthud.00 i:n the vicinity of 
the front door of his store,. He looked up to observe a 
bundle lying in front of the door to his store .. He pointed 
out that the front door of his store is offset or located in 
a recess off the sidewalk. Almost simul t.aneously as he looked 
up after hearing this uuirud, 09 he saw a white man walking 
south on the sidewalk in front of his store. 

After hesitating.momentarily, Mr@ CANIPE walked 
out onto the ll!;Jidewalk 1 looking in both directions to see 
what happened to the man who obviously had dropped this 

In I,, 

bundle~ As he did this 9 a white small car, possibly a compact, 
pulled away from the curb on the east side of Main Street 
at a point just south of his store. There was only one man 
in the car, tuiimely the driver m. 
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When Mr. CANIPE looked no~th on Main Street .he 

'I 

. ~aw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the ~idewalk on the . 
east side of Main 9 appwoa©hing Mr. CANIPE~ thi~ Deputy having 
hi~ :t'€@Volve:r drawn. Mr, CANIPEv concluding that ~omething · 
unu~ual had just o@curr~d 1 immediat~ly st~pped back into· 
his ~tore. This Deputy proce~ded south on the ~idewalk past 
hi~ store 9 not sitopping. A short time later after other ' . . :·i 
officer~ had a~rived, he ~aw this ~ame Deputy and talked 
to him~ He does not know hi~ name$ 

After additional officer~ arrived 1 their attention 
was calle~ to the bun~le lying to the front of CANIPE's store~ 

As to the content~ of thG bundle or package which 
he observed, he pointed out that it app~ar~d to be a rather 
large pa~teboard box about the size he would expect a shot;gun 
or rifle to be shipped in. The top of this box was ajar and 
he obsarved a portion of a gun barrel. There was some type 
cloth ov~r the top of this bundle, which tilloth was green' in. 
~olor and which impres~ed him a~ pos~ibly being a curtain of 
some kind. In obse;~ing thi~ bundle he noticed that the . 
pasteboard bo.,.t,:: 'file word ovsrowningvw on it~ ije also saw 
;some type of ieui tease or brief case underiui~ath the el,c>th$ 

As to the parking ~ituation in front of his stor~, 
Mr. CANIPE furnis:h~d the following information: · ·'' 

In front of hi~ ~tore on the ea~t side of Main 
there are three parking space~ between a fire plug an~ a 
driveway south of hi@iil store. He usually is able to park 'in 
one of these space~. However 1 when he arrived at.- his store 
after 5:00 P$M,, April 4 9 1968 9 all three of the~e spaces 
were filled andl he had to park his 1962 red station wagon at 
a point south of the above mentioned driveway. He does not 
recall noticing the make and model of the three cars parked 
in the~e ~pace~~ but he is certain that there was a white 
smaller car 1 pos~ibly a Valiant or Comet 9 parked in the· 
parking space neare~t hi~ door (which will be referred to 
as parking space number one). He does not recall the cars 
parked in spaces two and three i!lll.:»uth of this white car., 

He i~ certain in hi~ own mind that the white small 
car he ~aw pull away from the curb a$ he looked out of his 
door 9 as outlined above, was parked in either number two 
parking space or number three parking ~pace~ but he does not 
know which of these spaces this car wa~ parked in. He cannot 
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further describe the car that pulled away 1 but he heard one 
of the Negro male customers tell the Police that this car 
that pulled away was a Mustang. He definitely knows the, 
car was white and was sure that the car was a smal1er car, 
possibly a compact car 1 rather than a full-siz~ average 
American car such as a standard model Ford or Chevrolet. 
He stated that it would be his judgment that the car was 
at least a 1965 or later model. He d:i,d not observe · the 
license plates at all. 

Based upon the period of time which elapsed from 
the time he heard the "thud~v ne.ar his front door until the 
time he walked out of his front door, and saw the white small 
car pulling away, coupled with the fact that he did not see 
a man proceeding south on the sidewalk as he looked south, 
Mr. CANIPE feels that the man who had dropped or thrown the 
bundle in front of his store was the man driving the white 
small car away from the curb, as outlined above. He only 
knows that this man in the small white car drove -north on 
Main past his front door. He does not know whether the 
car turned off Main Street at the next block or whether it 
continued to proceed north on Main Street. He does not 
think that the car was traveling unusually fast and he did 
not hear the tires 0 s©reech~' as the car ieft. 

As to a description of the man who dropped the 
bundle and walked south on Main pa~t his store 1 Mr. CANIPE 
stated that he only had the opportunity to view this man 
momentarily, seeing the back.of this man. He stated he saw 
the man's back and the man's left side oply. He stated he 
did not see the man's face unless possibly he got a 
fleeting glance at the left sidle of the man's face. Mr~ 
CANIPE furnished the following description of this man: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 

69 

White 
Male 
25 - 30., posisibly older 
5'10 99 = 6 9 

(at first placed height at 
6 feet but on reflection 
~tated man might be shorter 
and in no event could he 
be certain as to approxi­
mate height) 

---,-- -----
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Build.~ 
Hair: 

Dress: 

Over-all Impression: 

115 - 200 pounds 
(at first estimated weight 
at 170 - 185 9 stating .if. 
man i~ ~ai tall as 6 feet· 
then he :might weigh as, muc.h 

I 

asi 200 ~ as he gained · 
impre~~ ion man was "chtinky•t): 

9~ Clh.unky~9 

Dark 9 cut normally 
(dlef ini tely bareheaded)· 
Gained impre~sion man wearing 
dark colored suit 
Very clean, neat in appearance, 
clean cuts 

Mr. CANIPE advi~ed that no one wa~ in his store at 
th~ time of the above ~~l~ted incident other than the two 
Negro.males~ one of whom ha~ been purchasing records from 
him in the past 9 the other not being re~alled as a former 
customer. He stated that he cannot recall any other persons. 
in the immediate vicinity at the time 1 and the next person 
he saw after ~eeing the unknown man who dropped or threw 
down the buRdle wa~ the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff who 
was walking rapidly on the ea~t side of Main Street toward 
CANIPE's store, having hi~ gun drawn 9 when Mr. CANIPE looked 
out the door al.i1ll outlined above. He described this Deputy 
as a white male, ag~ twenty to thirty 9 bareheaded 1 5'10", 
165 pounds 9 wearing a Sheriff's Office uniform and definitely 
having the Shelby County Sheriff's Offi~e insignia on his arm, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ A,._p_r_.i~l_l_OJ..,---'-l-'-9_6..:....8_ 

Mro BERNELL FIN1LEY 9 1468 Kyle 9 Memphi~ 9 Tennessee, 
home telephone n~mber 275-6524 9 who ~tats~ that he is an 
off~~t pre~sman at the Church of God in ChriiSt Publishing 
House 9 930 Mason Street 1 Memphi~ 9 Tenne~see, telephone 
number 526-1169, wa~ interviewed at his home by Lt. J. DJ 
HAMBYP Homicide Burea~ 9 Memphi~ P©li~e Department 9 and 
Special Agent FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON. He furni~hed the 
following information: 

He got off work at approximately 5:20 P.M., 
April 4~ 1968, and he and a feillow employee 9 JULIUS GRAHAM., 
drove in Mr. FINLEY's car 9 a 1964 wh..ite, four-door Rambler, 
directly to Canipe Am.t1l~ement Col1illpain.y ~ 424 South Main St:ree1; .. ,· · 
where they wanted to look over eiome old phonograph records~- · 
As they proceeded no:irth on Scnnth Main Street to the vicinity, 
of this store, they ob~erved that all of the parking spaces · 
in the block in fron.t of CANIPE's ~tore en the east side of 
Main were filled with automobiles@ They continued north on 
South Main to Huling Street 9 turning right and parking Mr. 
FINLEY~s ©ar near a driveway under con~truction in the first 
bl1cck east of Main Street. They walked directly to Canipe 
Amusement Company. He estimated they arrived there about 
5:30 P.M. There wer~ no customer~ in Canipe Amusement 
Company other than Mr. FINLEY and Mr~ GRAHAM. The two of 
them proceeded to look at old ~ecords in shelves on the south 
side of the store near the front of the store. The owner, 
Mr. CANIPE 1 was playing the v9 jukebox. 0~ 

Sometime around 6:00 PoMe 9 Mro FINLEY heard a 
noi~e that ~ounded like a ~hot& He doe~ not know whether 
Mr. GRAHAM or M'r6 CANIPE heard thi~ noi~e~ a~ they said 
nothing and he said nothing. He attached no particular 
significance to hearing thi~ noi~e at the time, but continued 
to look at record~$ Shortly thereafter and certainly within 
a matter of ju~t a minute or ~o 9 he heard a ~econd noise near 
the front door of CANIPE's store. He~ Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. 
CANIPE all immediately looked to the front door where they 
saw a box or package or bundle lying immediately in front 
of the doer of this stor®. As his attention was attracted 
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to this box o:ir package 9 he al~o ~aw Q man walking rapidly, 
south on the sidewalk on the east side of Main, it being 
obvious that this wa~ the person who had dropped or thrown 
the package in front of CANIPE's store 1 there being no one 
else around in that area and the box or package not having 
been there earlier. 

Mr. FINLEY recalls that Mr. CANIPE walked up to 
the door and Mr$ FINLEY followed him. Mr. CANIPE opened 
the door and started outside but immediately backed up and 
said, "Get back 9 there's some kind of trouble out here and 
I don't want no part of it~" Immediately thereafter, Mr..._ 
FINLEY saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk 
south on Main, with his gun drawn, this Deputy not stopping 
but continuing south on Main in the same direction in whiQh 
the above mentioned unknown man had walked. A few minutes 
thereafter he saw this same Deputy in front of CANIPE•s stor.~ 
with his gun still drawn looking up as though he were tryin~ 
to observe the upper ~tories o~ the. buildings in the vicinity.~, 
A number of other off 1.cers arr1.ved 1.mmediately thereafter, '; 
all of them being on foot$ 

Just about the time that Mr~ CANIPE started out 
of the front door of the store, Mr. FINLEY heard the "s~reeo~" 
of tires and looked up to see a white Mustang speeding north 
on Main past CANIPE's ~tore~ 

Mr. FINLEY explained that there was a car parked 
in front of CANIPE's store and therefore he did not get a 
full view of the car which had sped away 9 but he did see 
the rear portion of the roofline 1 as well as the trunk of 
the speeding car, and there is no question in his mind that 
this was a white car and there has been no question in his 
mind but what the car was a Mustang. 

At the time thi~ car sped away 9 Mr. FINLEY stated· 
that he did not associate the speeding white Mustang with 
the man who had dropped the box or package 9 but after he 
learned what had occurred and after reflecting on the matter, 
he is now of the opinion that the man who dropped the package 
and walked south on the ~idewalk past CANIPE's store was 
probably the man who got into the white Mustang and sped away 
from the area, going north on Main& A~ nearly as he can · 
recall the sequence of the events, this white Mustang sped 
away from the curb moment~ before the Deputy Sheriff walked 
south past CANIPE's store. 

I 

I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
3 

As to the car~ in the parking spaces in front.of 
and to the south of CANIPE 0

~ ~to~e on the east side of Main, 
Mr. FINLEY advised that the car in the fir~t position (that 
is, the car in front of CANIPEr~ ~tore) wa~ there when he 
first arrived at CANIPE 0

~ ~tore and wa~ there when he 
eventually left the areao He ~tated that after he had been 
questioned by Police and left CANIPEqs store~ there were 
no other vehicle~ immediately behind the car in front of 
CANIPE's store. He stated he wa~ not in position to tell 
whether the speeding white Mustang pulled away from a parking 
space immediately behind the car which r~mained parked in 
front of CANIPE's store 9 or whether po~sibly it pulled away 
from a parking space £~her south of this point. 

Mr. FINLEY stated that he simply did not observe 
whether there was one or more occupants in the speeding 
Mustang 9 and he did not observe the license plates on this 
Mustang. He stated that the Mustang was one of the standar~ 
varieties and not the '~Fastlnu::ki' variety of Mu~tang. 

Mr. FINLEY stated that the fir~t person he saw 
in the ar~a after hi~ attention was first attracted by the 
dropping of the box wa~ th~ above mentioned Deputy Sheriff 
with a revolver in hi~ hand 9 and he know~ of no one other· 
than himselfp Mr~ CANIPE 9 and Mr§ GRAHAM who saw the man 
in que~tion and-who saw the white Mustang speed away from 
the area, going north on Main. 

As to the box or package dropped or thrown down 
by the unknown man, l:lr~ FINLEY stated that he observed a 
pasteboard b00t about 4 feet x 6 or 8 inche~ x 3 or 4 inches, 
having a tag of some kind on it 9 the top to this box being 
partially off to the point where he could see from one foot 
to 18 inches of the barrel of a gun. Eventually he observed 
that this gun was a rifle with a scope on it. There was 
some type of luggage 9 app1•oximat~ly 2 .feet x l½ feet x 6 or 
8 inchesi larger than an attache case» and ~ome type of 
cloth folded over both of these items@ 

Mr. FINLEY isrt~.t~d that after the above mentioned 
armed Deputy Sheriff w~lked past CANIPE'~ store and after 
some other officer$ had arrived and were in front of CANIPE's 
store~ Mr. CANIPE motioned to the officer~ from inside 
CANIPEis store 9 attracting the attention of one of them and 
pointing out the item~ left in front of the store and 
explaining to them what had oc~u~red. 
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As to a de~cription of the unknown man who dropped 
or threw down the pa©k~gep Mr. FINLEY pointed out that he 
saw this man only momentarily 9 the man not taking over one 
or two steps while still in Mr. FINLEY 9 s view. He'stated 
that he 0 o:nly got a glimp~e of the man 9 ~

9 l!lot ~eeing his 
face except enough of the left side cf the man 9 s face to 
tell that he was a white man. He furni~hed the following 
description of this man: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Build: 
Hair: 

-■------ --r------ --

White 
Male , 
Simply not in a position to 
judge other than to state 
that man was not an old man 
(based upon the manner in 
which he walked). 

5 a Si' to 5' 10'1 (Mr. FINLEY 
at first placed the height 
at f>' 6~9 to 5 w 8'1 

9 stating 
that his final estimate 
was a little better than 
a gu.e~s). 
Arou~d 160 pounds (stating 
that hi~ e~timate as to 
weight would wary depending 
on the man•~ height, that 
the man w~~ not skinny and 
not fat but had an average 
build)o 
Average 
Simply cannot recall observing 
~rea of man's head; does not 
recall whether wearing hat.; 
d~e~ not recall observing hair .. 
Wearing dark ~uit · 
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FED,ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date April 10 2 1968 

Mre JUJLiIUS La GMHAM 9 Apartm~nt 5 9 804 North 
Fifth Street 9 Memphi~ 9 Tenne~~~e 9 telephone n1Utmber 527-3817, 
empl@yed as gener£tl a~[§li~tant at tlhl~ Ch1Utrclhl @f God. in 
Christ Publi~hing H@1!ll~~ 9 930 Ma~on Stre~t» Memphis, Tenftessee, 
telephone number 526=1169 1 furni~hed the foilowing information 
to Lt. J e D,, HAMBY, Homiciitne Bm.reau 9 Memphi&'.!l Police Department, 
and Special Agent FRANKLIN L& JOillNSON~ 

Ha :ai.e<3omp~niedl Mr. BERNELL FIN.LEY from their 
pla~e of employment to C~nipe Amtll~~m~nt Companyt 424 South 
Main Street P Meimphi~ 9 wher~ they arr :i ved abcu t 5: 30 P., M • 
o:n April 4, 1968., He rec~ll~ that a~ tlhl.eiy ta1pproached the 
sto?'e 9 proee~ding :n10rth on M:ai,in St1"eiet 9 tihl.e:ire we:re no parking 
~paces o:n th~ ea~t illi.©le of Mai:n in th8 block in front of 
thi~ ~tore~ H~ al~o recall~ that a~ they were looking for 
a parking tS:paoie there defi.nit<eJly we:ir~ two white carrs•in 
the parking ~pa~e~ in froltll_t of and! to th~ so1Utth of Canipe 
Amu~ement Company~ Th~ ~econd of the~~ two white car~, or 
the one ~lightly south of the CANIPE ~tore wa~ definitely a 
white Mu~tang. He believ~:1:ll the other white car, the one in 
front of CANIPE'~ ~tor~v wa~ probably a whit~ Rambler~ He 
cannot remember a third car being park~d behind the Mustang. 
The M~stang he ~aw a~ they approach~d the ~tore looking for 
a parking pla~e wa~ the ordinary variety of Mu~tang rather 
than the late model QgFa~t1backvg variety & He dlid not notice 
the licen~e plates on this Mu~ta~g& 

Ml"@ GRAHAM isventually parked M:l!:'" GRAH.~M 0 $ car 
on H1Utling Street~ ea~t of Main Street& Mr@ GRAHAM and Mr. 
FINLEY thereafter walk~d to CANIPEff~ ~tore and started 
looking at phonog~aph r~cord~ in ~helv~s on the so~th wall 
of thi~ ~tor~ nea~ the front of the ~tore~ Mra GRAHAM did 
not hear a shot or any other unu~ual noi~e while looking at 
records until he heard the noi~e eau.~ed 'by a man dropping a 
package on the ~idewalk i:mm~itniately in front of the front 
door of CANIPEw~ ~toreQ He ~tated~ how®we~, that he saw 
the man who dropped thi~ package 1.b~fore he heard the noisee 
He happened to be looking toward the front door 9 hi~ attention 
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having possibly b~en attra©ted by the foot~teps ·©fa running 
man. He is not ~ur~ b~t he beliewe~ h~ h~ard the footsteps 
of a man running and th~r~fore looked toward the front doors 
Almost simultaneou~ly a8 he looked up and saw a man carrying 
a large package of ~ome kind~ thif!ill man 9 who was walking 
south on the sidewalk mmediately in front of CANIPE's 
store, ~tepped to the left and dropped the bundle in the 
rece~~ in front of CANIPE'~ .~tore and ©ontinued south on 
Main Street. Mr~ GRAHAM stated that in his opinion this 
man was running rath~r than walking fa~t. 

Mr. GRAHAM advised that the attention of both 
Mr .. CANIPE :a:nd Mr. FINLEY wafSl attracted by what had occurred 
when the ma:n dropped the package 9 and all three of them 
started looking toward the front of the ~tore and at the 
item~ which had been dropp~do Mr. CANIPE start~d out of the 
frollllt door, and a~ he rel!;;lall~ 9 vi1eat1edg~ out of the front door 
looking in either dire~tion 9 following which Mr. CANIPE came 
back in the ~tore and made some remark about ~ome trouble 
outside. Immediately after this a Deputy Sheriff walked 
south on the east side of Main, immediately in front of 
CANIPE's storei thilSl Deputy pas~ing the f!:!ltore and not stopping, 
He ~aw no other per~ons in the vicinity until ~ome additional, 
officers arrived on foot o M.11°. GRAHAM later saw the same 
Deputy Sheriff who had walked past the ~tore in the a~ea in 
front of the store 9 ~till with his gu~ drawn. Eventually 
Mr. CANIPE was able to g~t the a.ttention of one of the 
officers outside and point~d out the items in front of the 
sto~e and the circum~tances surr~unding the presence of these 
item~. Mr. GRAHAM observed a part of a gun barrel inside a 
large pasteboard box and al~o ob~erved what appeared to him 
to be some type of green matting or cloth which appeared to 
be wrapped around the box containing the gun. 

Prior to th~ time the armed Deputy fir~t ran south 
past CAN.I PE' s doorway 9 Mir'~ GRAHAM h~ard tires ~~~creech '' and 
observed a white Mu~tang to ~peed north on Main. The other 
white car 1 which Mr. GR~HAM believed to b~ a whi.te ·Rambler, 
which had originally been parked i~ fro:nt of CANIPE's store, 
wa~ ~till parked there at thi~ time 9 and therefore his view 
of the car ~peedi:ng away wa~ parti·ally ob!l;Jcured; how~ver, 
Mr. GRAHAM is positive that the car which ~ped away was a 
white Mustang and there i~ no que~tion in hi~ mind but what 
it was the ~a.me Mustang he had seen ~arlier when he and 
Mr. FINLEY arrived in the vici:nity of CANIPEt~ store, as 
outlined above. He ~tat@d he did not ob~erve whether there 
was one or more peopl~ in this ~peeding Mu~tang. 
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As to a de~©ription of the man ~een by Mr. GRAHAM 
clarry:i:ng a package and later dropping thi~ package, running 
south on Main 9 Mr. GRAHAM pointed out that he saw this 
per~on primarily from this person's left side and saw him 
only momentarily 9 but he believes he might re~ognize him 
if he sees him again. He furnished the following description 
of that person.: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 

Hair.: 

11 

-------------- -------------------~ 

White 
Male 
25 - 30 
5 w '1 ot = 5 ff gvo 

About 165 pounds 
Average (Mro GRAHAM heard 
Mr o CANIPE tell the Police. 
that he thought the man had 
a v9cJ:ulnky~i build, but 
Mr. GRAHAM got the definite 
impre~~ion of a man who was 
neither thin nor fat but 
who wa~ average in build)e 
Dark (either black or dark 
brown 9 normally cut)& . 
Dark clothing (either a dark 
~uit or a dark dress-type· 
jacket and slacks; no hat; 
did not notice shirt or tie" 
Neat and clean in appearance, 
created impression of a 
~ale~man or businessman~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU O-F INVESTIGATION 

l Date _4_/_Jl._2_/6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. EDWIN OODEWEIMIR, 180 Cl$~k Pl~~e, 
Me~p~i~, Te~ne~~ee, t®leph@n® ~l\lllll!i,b®r 215-9844, wh@ 
~t~ted that he @pe~~t@~ Sh@lby Ml!JIS®m®nt C@mp~ny, 
975 J~me~, Memphi~, Ten~~~~ee, w~~ inte~wiewed ~t 
C~~ipe Am~~eme~t C@mp$ny, 4i4 S@~th M~in,St~eet by 
Lieuten~~t J. D. HAMBY, H@mi©id@ BU'i!:"®$~, Memphi~ 
Poli~e Dep$!.?'tMlm't, i!Ui!d. SA FJRAJIKLIN Lo JOElN/iSON o He 
f~r~i~bed t~e f@ll@wi~g inf@rmati@n: 

On April 4, 1968, he ~p®nt a g@@d p~~t @f 
the d~y with Ml'. G. w. CANIPE,~ CODpetit@r and personal 
friend, and he (Mr. OODDHEIDR) w~~ ~@tat the Canipe 
AmW!l®ment C~mp~ny ~t any time©~ t~e ~ftern@@n @r evening 
@f Ap.iril 4, 1968. 

He st~t®d t~~t ~~~~aid i~ ~@lpi~g Mr. CANIPE 
t@ e~tim~t® Wh$t time Mr. CANXPE r@tur~®@ t@ C~~ipe 
Amu~eme~t C@Mp~ny @~ th® ~ft~r~@@~ @f Ap~il 4, 1968, 
he r@called th~t it w~~ 5:20 p.mG whe~ Mr. CANIPE 
teleph@ned Mlf. BODENHEIMER, $~d he w@uld @~tim~te that 
Mr .. CANIPE ©@uld hiaive @irn:Jl.y b@~im tilt CAJtU:PE 9 :si p:Jl.r&~@i: ·Of 
bu~i~®~s a few mi~ut~~ ~t this t1m@a Mr. OODENHEIMER 
~tated he c@uld fu~ni:sih n@ iIDlf@r~~ti@~ which w@uld be 
@f as~i~t~n~e i~ the i~w®~tigati@~ @f th® iSlh@@ting of 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING., 
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NO .. 2 ENGINE HOUSE, 
MEMPHIB FIRE DEPARTMENT, 
474 SOUTH MAIN STREET, 
ME:MPHIS 9 TENNESSEE_ 

(Thirs secti@n pert:ains to interviews. 
with firemen st~tion~d at this h@use and with 
police officers tnd sheriff's d~puties who were 
on duty at or near this fire h@us~ ~s a result of 
Dr. MARTIN LOTHER KING 9 JRo 9 being at the Lorraine 
Motel located in the immedi~te vicinity of this 
engine house .. ) 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/16/68 
1 

Lt. JUDSON EUGENE GHORMLEY, Deputy Sheriff, 
Shelby County Sberiff~s Office, a white malev age 40, 
residing at 4124 Ronnie Avenue 9 telephone ?86-6034~ furnish~d 
the following informationi 

On April 4$ 1968 1 he wa~ assigned to Tactical 
Unit 10, which consisted of three vehicle~ and twelve officers. 
both Deputy Sheriffs and Memphi8 Police Officers. The · 
Deputy Sheriff~,in addition to GHORMLEY as~igned to Tactical 
Unit 10 were W~ J~ BERRY, R$ N0 BAKER, W~ A. DU FOUR, Ve V. 
DOLLAHITE I and R. W. MALEY~ ll!emphis Police Officers assigned 
to Tactical Unit 10 were Officers DOOOLASS 9 GROSS, DUNN, 
LANDERS I WlUGHT and MORRIS • 

At about 6~00 PM on April 4 9 1968w Tactical Unit 10 
had stopped at the Mempbis Fi:1re Department Engine House 
located at Main and Butler 9 about t block ~outb.west of the 
Lorraine Motel, and the unit wa~ in that location when a 
Neg.r,o male detective ran into the fire station atnd stated 
that Doctor KING had been .shot~ Upon. hearing this,. the 
members of Tactical Unit lOi including GHORMLEY ran east 
on Butler to Mulberry and north on Mulberry toward the, 
Lorraine Motel*· While en route 9 GHORMLEY obsierved a number 
of Neg.r,o males and females standing on the balcony of the 
motel pointing towal''ds a buildbllg west of the. motel, the 
front of whiceh was lore ated on S. Main Street~.. · 

GHORMLEY ~aw Of-fice:ir DU FOUR rulmnillll,g up the stairs 
of the Lor~aine Motel toward the balcony where Doctor KING's 
body was lying~ DU FOUR was followeidl .closel.y by Officer · 
BAKER. DU FOUR and BAKER 9 in that order 9 would have been the 
first officers to reach KINGe 

GHORMLEY also saw Officer LANDERS scale a wall on 
the west $ide of Mulberry Street and enter a back yard, . 
which he later determined to have been behind the buildings 
known as 418~ 422½ and 424 s. Main Street@ 
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Seeing the p®ople ©lffi tlhle balcony pointin.g toward 
tlhle building on Main. Stjf~et 1 Offic®r G~ODLEY ~topped and 
retraced his ait~p~ a:wouncdl th@ f i~® ~tat ion alll!d ra,m n.orth -> 

on UailIB Stweete A~ lhl~ app~oaclhled the builcdling at 424 So 
lfain, lhle imotice«:l! a ~1!.lli:1tca~e 9 blui:e imi color 9 a l"ifle box, which 
wa~ partly open. an.@ what appeaF'~d to.be a blaIDiket lying in. 
the doolt"way at 424 s. Main. He could ~ee the bu~el of a 
rifle in. the rifle box. At thi~ time, a white male whose name 
he later determined wa~ Mre CANIPE 9 came to the door of 424 
s. MaiIDi and advi~ed him that a whit® mal® 9 who CANIPE des-
cribed a~ tall, a littl® on th~ h~avy ~ide, wearing a da~k cqlored 
po~sibly black suit 9 a ~lhlirt and tie~ having dark colofed 
hair po~~ibly bla~k, moment~ b@for® had d~po~ited the~e 
article~ in th~ doorway and had th®n run ~outh on Main Street~ 

Using hi~ walki®-talki~ radio, GHODLIY advised 
hi~ di~patcher of the info~mation p~ovided by Mr. CANIPE& 
He al~o guarded the a:wticle~ lying in the doo~way ~o no 
on~ would di~tWfb them. Upon talking further to Mr. CANIPE, 
he learned from CANIPE that ~hortly after the white male who 
left the above d~~cribed a:wti~les in CANIPEws doorway, had 
run ~outh on Main Street, that CANIPE had noticed a white 
Mu~tang automobil~ d~ive pa~t that lo~ation at a high :wate 
of ~peed headed no~th O!l'il. Main. At this time, Officer GHORMLEY 
again used his radio to advis~1•1 hi~ di5ipatche:l!." of this 
inf ormatio!l'il.. 

The next offic~r to arriv~ at GHORMLEYij~ location 
wa~ Officer DOUGLASS, ~ho drove the $tation wagon assigned to 
Tactical Unit 10 f~om it~ location at the fire station to 
a looation directly in f:l!."ont of 424 S. Main where Officer 
DOUGLASS double parked the station ~agon am aid®d in guarding 
the evidence l~ft by th® abov® d®~cribed white male$ 

The next office~ at thi~ looation was Deputy 
Sheriff V. Ve DOLLAHITEi who app~oach®d the location from 
the north on Main St~®et aft®~ having appa~ently circled the 
blocke About this tim~ 9 Office~~ from the Memphi~ Homi~ide 
Squad a~rived at the ~c®n® and took charg®o GHORMLEY 
estimated the total tim® lap~®d from th® time he heard that 
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KING had be~n shot until h~ di~~oV®l'®d th~ ~uitca~e, gun and 
blanketvwas no mo~e tha@ 2 or 3 mi1mut®$. GHORMLEY do~s not 
recall ~@~ing a whit~ Mu~tang park~~ along the a~ea of s. 
Maint which he cove~~d du~ing th~ t:bli.® imm~diately following 
th® ~hooting, @ei the:ir «ilo~~ be r~call ~e~ing anyoneJ running 
south on Main Street in thi~ ~ame al'ea. 

During the incident «il~~cribed above, GHORMLEY was 
dre~sed in a khaki color~d long ~l@ev~ ~hirt b~aring the 
iirn~iglDl.ia of the Sh~lby Cou:mty Sh@ilriff w~ J.Depa:ir'tment 9 and dark 
glfeeirn uniform trotM:l!ler:m1J. He was lDl.©t weari.lDl.g a hat or helmet. 
GHORMLEY wiecalls that Offi(C®ilf LAlIDERSv whom he lia.w ~caling . 
the wall acros~ from th~ I~orr~illile Hotel 9 waf.ll dressed in 
the usual Memphis Police Depa~tment uniform ~onsistilDl.g of a 
blue shirt and trou~er~. Officer LANDERS wa~ not wearing a 
hat or helmet. GHORMLEY re~all~ that th~re were 2 Negro males 
in canipe~~-Amus~melDl.t Center at th~ time he was talking to 
CANIPE. He thinks the~e per~on may al~o have seen the above 
described white male ~epo~it th~ gun 9 ~uitcase, a~d blanket 
in CANIPE~s doo~way and may al~o have ~®~lDl. the white Mustang 
speeding north on s. Maiirn Str~et ilnl f~olDl.t of CANIPEijs store. 
He does not know th~ name~ of th@~e Neg1ro@~. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 4/13/68 Date _________ _ 

Patr@lm~rn1 VEDOH VEUAM DOLlWUltlrTll, htr@l 
Divisi@n 9 Sh~lby C@u~ty S~@riff'~ Offi©@, re~id~~©e 
3330 D~w~ DriW®9 Ap~rtm~~t 12g h@l.lt1l® tel@p~@~® 
358-8~67 9 M~mp~i~, T@ll'l\!!i\~~®® 9 w~~ i~t@rvi®~®~ bJ 
L:ieutell'l\ant Wo a. S(:HULTZ 9 E!@mi~id® Bur®mll!l 9 J,le)!lfnl)Pl~is 
P~li@e Dep~rtMJ!iit, anMl !$A . FiUiNJICLIN Lo JOHNSON, at which 
tia® ~e re=en~~ted hi~ m@v@mell'l\t$ @ll'l\ t~e ~ft@~n~@n ®f 
April 4, 1968 9 ~ft@r he le~rned th$t Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
JC.ING had be~im sh@t ®.t the JL«»rrai!!i\e M:@tel. He furnished 
the f@llcw1mg i~f@rm~ti@ll'l\: 

On Thursday, April 4, 1968, he wa~ ~ssigimed 
to Tactic11l Unit N@,, 10, ©@Kll~i~timtg @f 12 men, h~lf of 
wh~m were Deputy Sheriff~ and half @f wh@m were police 
@fficers, whick u~it w~s l@©ated ~t th® fire stat1~n at 
Main and Butler ar@u~d 6:00 Pomo, whemt h® learned that 
Dr. KING had been ~h@t. 

Ar@u~d 6:00 p.m., he ~mtd @ther @ffi©ers were 
iRWide the fire ~tati@n when he he~rd ~@~e@ne yell that 
Dro KING had been ~h@t. H@ immedi$t®ly r~n @ut @f the 
d@@r ~n the n@rth $id@ @f the fir@ ~t~ti@~, then ran 
east t@ward the L©rrain® Motel, jwm,pi~g @v@r a fe~ee, 
~nd then dr@pping d@wmt ~b@ut a lO=f@@t ©@n©rete retaining 
wall which runs al@ng th® we~t ~id@ @f Mulb~rry Street. 
He then r~n t@ th® driweW$.J on Mulb®rry Str@et 9 which 
le$.dS iir».t@ the L@l!:'!"$.il!'l\® M@t®l9 t© $. p@illilt b@Klle~th tb.e 
b~lc@ny wh~re Dr. KINGv~ b@dy w~s lyillilgo E!®'St$.ted that 
he hetslrd imn u.nkn@Wl!'l\ HIElgr@ m~l® ~t th® ~©®llil<el s~y' 99The 
dirty m=-=== f===== p@li©@ sh@t ldm. n 

A~ h® r$.l!'l\ illilt@ th® dir'iw@w~y, h® dr@pped his 
fir@$.rm and h~d t@ st@p m@meimt~rily ~l!'l\d pi~k up the 
fir@arm, checking it briefly, aDd th®@ ~@liiltiIDl~iimg. After 
g@1ng t@ th® ~~el!'l\@ l!'l\@~r w~®re t~® b@dy w~~ lyiimg ~~d 
det®rmil!'l\ing th~t @th®~ @ffi©®~~ w®re ©@llilv~rgil!'l\g @n the 
$.re~ 9 he illlmledi~t®ly r~@ out @f the drivew~y, running 
north @l!'l\ Mulberry Streett@ Huliir».g $.llild we~t @n Huling 
Streett~ M~i~ Stre@t 9 the~ s@~th @n ~in Street. As he 
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ran out of the driveW$J ~t the L@rr~ine Motelg h~ was 
joined by ~n officer ~~med DLEY 9 who r~~ ~long with him 
to a driveway ~n the ~@~t~ ~ide of H~ling Street between 
Malberry and South lM!tii~ Street. Officer M!Lft stepped 
at that point to ob~erve 9 $~d DOLLAHITE kept r~~ning 
toward. M:ain. 

Upon reachi~g Din Street a~d t~rni~g south 
o~ Main Street 1 he saw no pede~tria~ tr~ffic whatever. 
He contimmed runniR'llg ~outh on lM!ailil Street 3;1ntil he came 
to Jim's Grill, a re~t~ur~nt $t 418 South Main Street. 
The door wa~ standing opena He ~tepped i~~ideg looked 
around briefly~ seeing c~~tomers ~itting around eating 
and drinking 9 and he ann@u@~ed to all pre~ent th~t no one 
should leave that re~t~urant until th~ p@lice had arrived 
and approved their leaiwillll.thei premiseso Hei then 
pulled the do~r to the re~taUU"a~t sh~t and c@~tinued 
running south @n Main Streeto 

As he came @~t of Jimfs Grill and started 
rarn.nin.g sou th again, he observed some items lying in the 
doorway to Canipe Amu~eme~t Company at 424 South Main. 
At the time 9 he had no ide~ ~s to the ~ignificance of 
theile item lying in th1at dloerwa;w. Eei did m1ot step but 
kept running south on M®i~ p$st Ca~ipe's, g@ing a distance 
@f some 20 to 30 feet before ~t@ppingo His purp~se in 
running past Canipe's w~~ i~ order t~ l@@k ~ast around 
the corner of the buildiq in which Canipe'~ 1~ located 
to see if he could observe a~yon~ ru~ning ~r a~y other 
suspicious ~ctivity, OOLLAH!TE st~ti~g that at this time 
he 9 of course 9 did ~@t kn@w the p@i~t from which the gun 
had been fired resulti~g i~ the killing @f Dr. KING. 

Upon runni~g 20 or 30 feet so@th of Canipe's• 
he observed that there w~~ n@ are~ ~t that l@~ati~n where 
any~ne could run ~r c~~~e~l himself 9 there being some 
large outdo@r ~igns ~@d ~ fen~e l@c~ted ju~t s@uth of 
Cfi.nipe 's. I•n &id.diti@l!'.li, he @bserved @ther @fficers running 
north on Main on the ®~$t ~id® of the sidew~lk 9 coming 
from t~ directio~ @f the fire ~t~ti@~~ ~@ that these 
~fficers w@uld h~ve b®en i~ ~ p@~iti@n t@ $ee ~ny@ne 
~unning ~r ~ny other ~~~pi~i@u~ ~©tiwity in the general 
~re~ in which DOLLAHITE w~~ pr@@~edi~g. H~ th®n turned 
~round ~nd w~lked ~@rth @~ th~ e~~t ~i~~ @f M~in t@ the 
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vicinity of th® d@@~v~y t@ C~~ip~ Amw~®me~t C@mpa~y. 
Abc~t thi~ tim~ @ther @ffi~*r~ ~~~iw~d ©@ the sce~e 
~~d took up~ po~iti@~ ~r@M~d th® it®a lyi~g i~ front 
@f the d@or~ay t@ C~@ipe Am~eme~t C@mp~~,. Pat~olman 
DOJLJLAHIT~ the~ w~lked W®~t ~er@~$ Mai~ ~treet in front 
~f Canipe n~seme~t C@mp~~, ~~d ~t$ti@~ed hi~self 
~e~r a bl~e Camaro p$rk®d ©~ the w~~t ~ide @f H~in 
opp@site Canipe Amusem~~t C@mp~ny. 

Patrolm~n OO~HITE advi~ed that be is positive 
that after be arrived @n ~~in Street~ ~nd until the office~s 
h~d give~ their appr@v~l, n~ pers@~ l~ft t~e ar~a on foot. 
He is eq"~lly pe>$1itive th?i,'/t irn@ vehicle sped away from the 
~rea ar@und c~~ipe Am~eme~t C@mpany ~fter h® arrived on 
M~in Street. He ~t~ted tb~t t~e @~ly time mew~~ not in 
a position to @b~e~ve the ~ctivity in th® 400 bl@ck of 
South Main after he fir~t ~rrived th®re wa~ during the 
time that be ~tepped into Jimu~ Grill~ Be stated, however, 
that he wa~ i~ thi~ grill only m@ment$rily and he is 
certain in hi~ ow~ mi~d that h® w~~ n@t i~ Jim'~ Grill 

long enough for any@~® to have r~n fr@m ®ith®r @f the 
exits to a roomi~g house ~t 422½ S@utb Main and thereafter 
runt@ ~n automobile and l~~ve th® ~cen® without his 
h~vi~g seen such ~ctivity. 

With reg~rd to the owner @f C~nipe Amusement 
Comp~ny, a white m~n 9 ~~d two cust@m~~~ insid~ C~nipe 
Amusement Company 9 tw@ Negro mal~~, h~ stat~d th~t he saw all 
three of these per~@ns a~d was with~ gr@up of officers who 
were t~lking t@ these individuals. H~ st~ted 9 however, 
that a~ he ran so~th @nMta.in before leavi~g Canipe 
Amusement Company 1 he did not see th® white m~le, Mr. 
CANIPE~ step @ut @~t© th~ ~idewalk. He ~t~ted that since 
he was alone and omi® @f tb® fir~t offi~@r~ t@ ~rrive in 
this ~rea 9 his e~senti~l p@rpo~® w~~ first t@ attempt to 
observe ~nd locate~~, ~uspici@us per~@~ who might be 
attempting t@ leave the ~rea 9 ~nd s~~~~dly, w~erever he 
saw any people in bu~i~es~ h@u~es @r oth®nise 9 he 
instructed them to remain whe~e they W®K® ~@ th~t ~fficers 
liiter checking the ai!l"e~ W@lll!ld h~ve $.Ith opp@:irtumiity to-: 
interview every@ne wh@ w~s in th~ ~re~~~ ~o@n as possible. 

Patr@lma~ :OOLIAHITB ~dvi~~d th~t ~fte~ other 
offic~r~ h~d ~rriv~d in fr@nt @f c~~ipe Am~~em®~t Company, 
a~d after he h~d le~r~ed d~ring th~ c@~wer~~ti@n th~t 
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@fill® @r m@re @f the thlre~ p~~~@@~ ifill~i~® C~fillipe Am~sement 
C@mp~imy rep@lrted h@arimig tlhl<ei g~s<q\Ul®~liimg0~ @f tilr'®S as a 
white Mustang sp®d $W~1 fr@m th® ~r~~, he @~erved what 
lb.le regarded t~ be skid m~rks ~t ~ p@ifillt appr@xim~tely 
@fille car lefillgth s@mth @f the d@@:iM!l~J t@ C~fillipe Am~sememt 
C@mpal!llfo In p@iimtiimg @ut the geimer~l ~re~ whe~e he 
@bserved these skid ma~k~ 9 P~tr@lm~im DOLLAHITE @bserved 
that there is sp~~e f@lr th~ee ~ut@m@biles t@ p~rk between 
the first drivew~y s@uth @f C$imipe Am~~emel!llt C@mpaimy 
(@fill the east side @f ~iim) aimd an~ p~rkiimg ~@~e ar@~~d 
~fireplug just t@ the n@rth@f this driveway. He 
stated that he w@uld estim~te th~t the skid nrk~ which 
he observed were made by a~ aut@m@bile parked in the 
center parking area 9 a~~ll.llmimg all t~ree parking spaces 
were filled at the time. 

Ast@ ~ut@m@biles parked@~ the east side of 
Main in too area in fr@~t @f Canipe Am~~ement C@mpany at 
the time he ~rrived @fill the S©e~e 9 he stated he c~n~@t 
~@w recall a descripti@n @f the vehicles which he did 
see. However, he d@es re©~ll @bserving ab@ut ~ 1962 
red Chevrolet stati@im wag@im whi©h he believes was parked 
in the first space s@uth @f th~ ~b@ve-meimti@ned driveway. 
He advised that hew~~ als@ under t~e impressi~n he had 
seen this stati@~ W$g@n ~t ~@@t~e~ p@int jMt ~@rth ~f 
this driveway and p@ssibly tbe @w@er h$d m@ved the car 
later @n during the evening. He ~t~ted that there was an 
~ut@m@bile parked dire©tly in fr@nt @f Camipe Am~sement 
Company, but n@ aut@m@bile p~rked in the spa©e immediately 
behiimd the car in front @f C~fillipe Am~~eme@t C@mpany. 
It was in this bl$Dk ~P~©e, @r the @!JJ!.mber two p@siti@im 
$@uth @f Canipe Am~~ement C@mp~imy 9 t~at he saw what he 
thought to be ~kid m~rk~ ~nd whi©lhl ~pp~mred to' have bee~ 
made a~ a car p~lled ~w~y fr@m th~t p@~ition g@ing n~rth 
())l!'A Main Stre<et. 

P~trolm~im OOLUE~TE ~dvi~®d th~t h® had his 
fir\ei~rm in his lhl~nd ~t ~11 time~ wh@@ lhle WliS in the 400 
block @f Main Street 9 ~nd if th® witll'il.®~~®s i~ Canipe 
Amu~ement C@mp~ny r®p@rted ~eeing ~ Deputy r~nning s@uth 
@n Main c~rrying ~ firearm 9 then ~@d@ubtedly the~e 
witimesse~ were referring t@ himp P~tr@lm~~ OOLIAHXTE. 
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Date _4_/_1_5_/_6_8 ____ _ 

TORRENCE No LAillERS 9 Pat:lfo 1mm 9 Memphis Police 
Depru1?tment 9 furni~hed the followi~g info~mation~ 

On the afternoon of April 4 9 -1968 9 he wa~ a 
member of Mobile Tactical Unit Ten which con~i~ted of 3 
vehicles. Shortly prio:E' to 6t00 PM 9 theunit stopped at the 
fire ~tation located in the 400 block of S. Main Street 
at IL Butler Avenue. Doctor MARTl:N JLim'HER KING!) J'Ro ~ wa~ 
staying at the Lorraine Motel at the time, and the motel was 
located approximately one block from the fire ~tation. 
At approximately 5~50 PM on April 4 9 he hea~d a sharp ~ound 
which re~embled a firearm beimig di~chrurged, however~ no 
one else paid any attention to the noise and he paid no 
further attention to it 9 however 9 a few moment~ later someone 
in the fire station annotmce<dl that Doictor KING had been shot .. 
He illMl!llediately left the fire ~tation by the door on the 
northwe~t corner 9 ran along side the ~tation to a retaining 
wall in back of the station which.is al~o Mulberry Avenue. 
He and another officer jumped down onto Mulberry Street 
and ran to the Lorraine Motel where a gl!;'oup of Negroos 
were gatheri~Hd on the walk Jooim~ath the balcony. There was 
a gl"eat deal of turmoil, and he ask~d one of the men 
present~ from what direction the shot was fired. This individ-· 
ual pointed to the ~econd floor windows of a rooming house 
on S & Main Street and said~ ''f:!!:'om over the!'e. ti 

Officer FLAJNlDERS immediately left the motel on 
foot~ ran acro~s Mulberry Street$ and leaping on an · 
empty 55 gallon d~um which wa~ on the sidewalk» he boosted 
himself.up onto the top of a retaining wall. He then searched 
the ground in back of the room:big hou~e for footprints, 
however~ he found none with the exception of 2 footprints 
near a cellar door. It had rain~d th~ previous day and 
the gl"ound was ~oft a~d any footprint~ would have been easily 
noted. Just a few minutes latGr~ be wa~ joined in the ~earch 
by a deputy ~heriff 9 who wa~ wearing a light colored belmete 
L.ANDERS, stated that he 9 himself p had no hat and he was wearing 
alight.blue shi:t't 9 no tie 9 and dark blue trouSsers. 
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The groui.md lev@l p,reimi~(!;!l~ illll th~ area we?'e immediately · 
search~d 9 however 9 l!llothil!1lg wa~ rev®aled or l!lloted connected · 
to thi~ i~vestigatiol!ll. He also a~vi~ed that in a matter of 
a few mil!llute~ the area wa~ ~warmil!llg with officers who sealed 
off the area illll a effort to appreb~i.md the illlldividual respons~-
ble for ~hooting Doctor KINGo He reiterated that he is 
positive if al!llyone had beel!1l acro~s th~ street from the 
Lorraine Motel in the area behind the rooming house in the 
400 blook of So Main Street 9 he would have been able to 
observe the indi viduar~ f ootpJJ:':iJ."!!t~ » howev~r j) none were noted,.,. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ~~pril 16., 1968 

CHARLES ELVIN S'l'ONE, 584 Orchard Drive 2 Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Number Two I~ngine House, 
Memphis Fi:r'e Department~ 4 74 South J,Iain Street. STONE advised 
that he is a member of the :Memphis l'i:re Department, and has been 
in this employment for the past three years,, He stated that he was 
on duty at the Firehouse on April 4i 1968J and was a witness 
to the shooting of DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that at 
approximately 6:00 p.m. on that datei he wa.:s in the rear locker 
room of the Fire Departmentt and was looking out the back 
window across the street to the motel where n·n. KING was staying. 
He advlsed that DR. KING wa.s standing on the balcony outside 
of his hotel room, and was talking to another individual below 
the balcony. STONE stated that the1:e · was another man standing to 
the right of DR. KING, and a num.ber of other individuals located 
in the courtya,rd directly below the hotel room of DR. KING. 

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual 
below him., a shot rang out i and DR. KING fell ove.r backwards. 
STONE stated that he was stunned for a few seqondsi and after 
realizing wha.t had happened, ran inside to the center of the 
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and the police 
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that DR. KING 
had been shot. At first the o:ffit~ers thought that STONE was 
joking t but one of the other firem,en came rushing in saying the 
same thing. At that instance» all of the police officers 
rushed out of the firehouse in an attem.pt to cut off the area 
in which the shooting occurred. STONE stated that at approximately 
ten seconds later, he went out the side door of the .Fire Department, 
and proceeded towards :Mulberry Str·eet, the street on which 
DR. KINGfs motel was located. STONE stated there was mass 
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had 
happened, and the only ones he saw on the st:reet at that time 
were the police of ficfers who were converging on the area. STONE 
stated that he did not notice any white man in the area 
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual 
wearing a white hood. STONE stated that after a few minutes, 
he walked to the front of the Firehouse, but stated that he did 
not observe any white .Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity. 
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STONE also advised that he did not notice a Mustang of 
that type near the Firehouse at any time during that day. 

STO:NE stated that with him in the locker room at the 
time of the shooting were Lieutenant LOENN:EKE and Fireman KING,, 
both members of the Fire Department, and a Negro police 
officer 2 Officer RICHMOND. STONE stated that all of these 
individuals were watching the hotel room at the time DR, KING 
was shot, and all saw the actual shooting. flTONE stated that 
from the sound of the shot, he thought it came from the parking 
lot located north of the Fire Department, but that it could 
have been slightly further north, 

STONE advised that he was unable to furnish any positive 
information concerning the individual who fired the shot killing 
DR. KING., 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 15, 1968 

Mr. GEORGE W. l,..OENNEKE 9 1390 Smy·the, Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Memphis POlice Department, 
and furnished the following information: 

LOENNEKE. _sta,ted that he is a Lieutenant at the 
Memphis Fire Departme~t 9 and is :regularly assigned to Fire 
Station Number 2, loc~ted at 4174 South Main Street. He advised 
that he was on duty at this location on April 4, 1968. LOENNEKE 
stated that at approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date he was 
standing, looking through a peephole in a ~ewspaper, which 
had been placed over the window on the rear door of the fire 
station. He stated that he was .in the locker room at the 
rear of the station, and with him was a Negro police officer, 
Of fie er RICHMOND, and a.not her fireman n am.ed WILLIAM KING. 

LOENNEKE went on to state that as he approached his 
locker, which was to the right of the window~ Officer RICHMOND 
called him and said, "DR. KING is fixing to leave- his hotel 
room.u LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to 
let him look at KING, as LOENNEKE had not seeri DR. KING for, 
approximately two years. While LOENNEKE was looking through the 
peephole of the window, he saw.DR. KING standing and leaning 
against the railj looking down to the parking lot, saying 
something to another Negro male. Individuals by the name of 
BABY JESUS and Reverend BEV];L were standing to the extreme right 
of DR. KING. LOENNEKE stated that as rm,. KING turned slowly to 
his left to say something to the i.ndividual below was when thE,'l 
shot was fired. LOENNEKE advised that it appeared to him as 
though DR. KING was looking at something or someone that fired 

;, the shot. LOENNEKE immediately ti.n::•ned to .Police Officer RICHMOND, 
and stated, 0 DR. KING has been shot." He stated that Officer 
RICHMOND went in a etate of shock at the sound of this news, 
and did not take any immtediate action. 

LOENNEKE stated that he then ran through the apparatus 
, floor, telling other police officers that DRe KING had been shot. 

He then went through the l u nclt:room of the engine house telling 
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tb,e officers ilnl that 'iocation that DR. KING had been shot~ .· 
All police officers 1 upol!ll hearing the !l'll~fW~ that DR, KING had 
be.en shot, immediately rlLllshed out the door aroid proceeded in ·. 
all directi.ons .in order to surromJd the motel in which 
DR~ KING was stayi.fillg. 

. · LOENNEKE further advised that after he informed the 
police officers that DlL KING had been shot )l he we:nt out the 
front do©r of thie st~tiol1 Ollilto ~SJ.:!Un St1"eet » but did not · 
observe anyo!rHt, ru!tllt3ing o~ Maiin Street or1 airny pedestrialtl traffi(S 
whatsoever. Il'di addttio!l!, he stated U:Ull,t be did not see a white 
Mustan1g on Main Street afte:r' the sh(/j;otiil'llg nor did he Jp.ear . the . 
s:01.urnd of an· autoJnmobile leavill:llg in a hurried malnlner. · 

. ltJENNlfKE stated th~,t ·~while he was looking through. the 
peephc,le, both before ar:nd iWl1lediately after DR., KING had bee~ 
$hOtp he did not see any person on Mulberry Street wearing a 
light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hooo on it. He stated' 
that just prior to the time DR. KING was shot 3 two Negro. females 
were standing on the second floor balcony» a short distance from 
DR. KING, LOENNEKE advised that at the time DR. KING was shot.1 · ·. 
these women started hollering i~ excitement, and appeared to be'· 
in a state o:f shock. He ~tated that both women, after realiz.ing · 
what had happened, theE1. began to attempt to administer h~lp · ., 
to DR.,. KING.. He also advised that there was a white man, without 
a sui tcoat ~nd wear'ing black horn-rimmed glasses, who apprqached ·, 
the oo,dy of DRo KING, and then left to obtaiD more towels., wbich 
were being used to stop the blood coming from DRo KING's body. , 
LOENNED stated that he had seen this white man previously· thdt · • 
date with DR., KING 9 and assumed that he was i,n DR. KING's party., 
Approximately thirty secoinds after the shot had been fired., . · 
a Negro male appeared on the balcony, and started taking . 
photographs of DR. KING's bodj. LOENNEKE thought this odd.at 
the time because' the individual made no attempt to assist 
DR., KING, but was mo:ire concerned with the taking of th.e pictures~ . 

LOENNEKE further stated that at the time the shot was 
fired 9 he saw only one man illl the courtyard. or parking lot '' 
be!rleat:b DR. KING •s balcony, and this man he assumed was 
DR. KING '.s personal chauffeur. 

LOENNEKE advised that to the best of his knowledgei the 
shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and :' 
frorl a posi tio:n which could. ITTJot be seen from the· wi:ndow from which 
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he was observing DR. KING. He stated that at no time did he 
see a white male ru:niniing from the area 9 a:nd could furnish no 
positive information concerning a possible suspect in this murder. 

LOENNEKE advised that he was unable to furnish any 
additional information at this time. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4~/_1_5-'--/6_8 ____ _ 
]. 

Pi&trolmiu.il.ml EAIRbJNTEW ltvo Olr@lBI"lr t ~®llllilplhd.~ Police 
ID@palt"tm®mltv lmom® a~@lt"®~~ 42ijf Du!iil~ Str®®t 9 M•phi~ 9 T@llli!lil®Ssee, 
advi~®d ~~ follows~ 

On April 4 9 1~68 9 lhl® wa~ a~~i~llll®~ to a Ta©t Unit 
which i~ an ®llllil®r~@mi.cy mmit. Tlhlat il.llfildi.t ©©llll~i~t~ of 3 auto­
mobil®s with four p@li@® offi©®lt"~ illll ®~©lhl automobile. 
Th® autom@bil®S ©Ol1li~i~t®@ ©f b©th ~®llllilplhli~ Polic® Officers 
all1ld Slbi@lby CoulIDty S!m®Jriff g~ Offi©® D@puti@~. Dult"i!lilg the 
day of April 4 9 1968 9 t!m® m@mb®lt"~ of tlhlat ®m®~gen©y squad 
di~ change cu~ from tim® to tim® ~© that at ~1fferell1lt times 
~urimi.g the day h® 9 him~@lf 9 ~a~ ridi!ll\g ~1th ~iff~remi.t 
poli~e officer~. Th@y ~~lt"~ doi!ll\g thi~ so that the memb~rs 
of the Shelby Cou!ll\ty Sh®ll"iff~s Offi@@ ~i~ mi.ot f~el that the 
Memphis Poli~® Depa~tm®lllit ~i~ !ll\Ot v~~t t@ voll"k with them. 
Shortly before 6iOO Pi! 9 April 4 9 19~8 9 th® 3 ~a~ making up 
th® eme~ge!ll\cy ~qua~ or Ta©t U!ll\it p~~k~~ i!ll\ the driveway 
of the fire ~tatiomi. at llaillll a!ll\<dl E. Butl@ll" St:l!:'®@tffi!l. That fire 
station i~ locat~d ffi!Jouth of th® ll"o©min~ hou~@ from ~hich 
th\e shot which kill~©! W!©©t(or i!A!reTitM ll.offJ.H!EJRr, llc:![!Nf!G, JR. 9 was 
b®lieved to b® fi:l!:'e~. A f®n~~d i!ll\ p~~ki~g lot is located 
betveen the fi~® statio!ll\ a!ll\~ that b~il~ilffil'. "Jrh~ 3 vehicles 
makiimg up the eJllml®rg@!ll\©Y ~qua@ v<e:l!:'® puk@©I f a<eiimg Maiim 
StJL"S~it o TW(i) of tlbl~. v~)b.d©l~~ W/®lt"~ ~irdl~ by ~rui!le 9, aimd the 
tlM.:ir\li v@lhd.cl~ wa~· di:ir®~tly lble®lmillil<dl Ollile@ of t!hr~ i ca~~ which 
f a~@d (lj)l!Jlto Mai l1li Sti!'®®t • · 

He wa~ ~ittillilg illil th@ loullll~® of th® fir@ station 
at Maiim allild E. Butl®lt" St~®®t~ ~hortly b@fo~@ 6:ij0 PM 
lt"®.adi!ll\g a im®\'lt7~pap®Jr wlhl@@ h® lh\@alf<dl Jrattli1mg of tllll@ plate 
gla~~ wiim~ow behillild him. Th@ louimg@ ~Jr@a of that fir@ 
~tatioim i~ Ollil tlm® ~outh ~i~® of tlhl® buildiimg. H@ do~s not 
~®©all h@Uillilg a@y ~hot b~t Ollilly tlhl@ ~attlillilg of th® plate 
gl~~~ WillildOWv. a!ll\d imm@~iat@ly th@~@~ft@~ th@ oth@lt" m~mb~rs 
i!ll\ bis em~rg@m~y ~qu~~ b®g~llli ~~m~i~g out of tlhl® !ll\©~th ~ide 
of th® fi~@ ~t~ti©llil b~il~iilllg. B@ ~~llil ©ut ~ft~~ th@~ a~d 
o~ th@ out~id~ of tlhl@ buil~i~g h® ~~~ ~~~plt"i~~d to fi~d 

, th~t th@ otb®~ m®lilllb®~~ of bi~ ~m@~g@fil~Y ~quad W@~® ~U~!ll\i~g 

4/13/68 at M®mpbi~" ~®®~®~~®® 

SA VINCENT Be LAIM!JMl•S 
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tova:Jr><dl th®il!'." ®lll!li®l!."g@1111«!f v@hi~l@~. I!!I~ l!."al!ll to . Mulbe:l!."ry Stree,.," . 
but <dli<dl imot croo~ Mulb®'.lr':!t"Y Stl!'."@®t a~ th@lt"e i~ a high re- · ·· 
tai~il!'ll.g wall at Mulb@:Jr>ry Stl!."®®t. A~ h@ uriv@d at Mulberry· 
Str@®t., otber member~ of hi~ @m@rg@n~y ~quad ha~· gol!'ll.e beyond 
.the r@tai~iimg wall, had ~roo~ed Mulb(erry Street, and were 
·li.t th® Lt>,:rr~iin.@ Motel. Th@y W®l°® calliimg out that· Doctor 
MA~TXH LffDR KING had b@@l!ll ~hot aim<dl th@ ~hot wa~ believ@d . 
t<a> ll:M:ll'V®' ©om@ from u apa:irtm@mit <»l!." :ir@omil!'ll.g house n@rth of the· 
.fir@ ~tation. Im@ th@mi l°m back to 'th@. em@rg@l!llcy velld<t::l@ 
whi~h h@ had previou~ly b®®llll as~igl!ll®<dl to parked i~ t~e fi,:re 
~tation <dll°iveway facing MaillA Street 11 a!!Ad as he got int@ 
that v~~icle, Pat,:rolman E. E. OOOOLAS also g9' in~o th~ 
unit with him, allld Patrolman DefUGLAS immedtaiely J>egan 
put'ting @ut a :radio broadca~t that MARTJ!:N LU"t'HIR KlHG 
had ~@mi slblot • 1

• • •' ,; 

He does llAOt :rtecall ~@eing allly officer ~,ar Canipe~-~ 
ou~em@lllt Cen.ter, 424 Mailll.l Street, at. the time he 1.:1u1d Patrol.man 
OOUGLAS got into their eme,:rgeimcy unit. After Patrolman 
OOUGLAS radi"d the me~~age that KJ!NG had bee1nshijt, they 

, Ii. 

th@mi ,dl°®V<ei their emerge®@f unit out onto Main, ··str~et,, but 
inst@ad· of twrning miorth towal°<dl the buildlin1/; whe~e th~ $bot 
whi<eh hit Doctor KING was ~l:i@wed to lluave ~en 1,~red, : . 
they tu,:rmied ~outh omi Ma:hll StJ!."@et 9 circled uc,und ihe fire s.t&ll:ti~ .. , 

. there,, !!Ull.d drove onto Mulber,:ry Street amid in fro!llt'' of the ,'r' · ·· 
Lor-raill'llet Motel. They sitopped momentuil:, · il111 fro~t of . the · 
Lorl°aiim@ Motel oim HuU,erry Street ud then proceeded on 
down Mulberry Street· to the l!llext street which igj Huling 
Avemiuei,. aln\d they w@at weS1t omi ~ulin.g Avenue and around to 
Maillil StJ!."@et wheJ!."e they parke<dl th@ir emel!'."gency unit in f~ont 
of the building in which the ~bot wbi~h bit KING waSI ' 
believed to have be@mi fired. He aim<dl PatJ!."olmm DOUGLAS got 
out of that em@rgell'llcy Ull'llit ~lllld t@ok a·po~ition acro~Sl the 
~treet from that builtU.ng @l!ll Maimi StJ!."eet to watch for any 
~u~p@ct~ who might come out @f the buildiin.g. ae estimated 
that it took he aml<dl Pat,:rolmall'll OOOOLAS fl!."om ~ to 3 minute~ 
fr<OJm tb.e time Dootol° EIMG wa~ $h@t uili.til th.~y made that 
~ircle arou~d the bl<OJck al!lld ~•® back t@ their po~ition in 
fromit. of the bruildiroig Ol!ll Maimi St,:reit. ·· · 

Be wa~ dJ!."e$~~d illll dwrk blue trou~ers, a royal blue 
shiJl."t, a dark blue tie, and a bl-ue ~teel blelm~t. He does 

95 

. ,,,,! '. ( ,·1 
•, \',j. ¥'•·-s, ,t f 
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!lllOit :rf(l:!J©~ll amiyollll~ irni tlll.\@ gj\:ir'@$! ~!bl@ mighll'fl; b@ cdll:~~l'ib@<dl ii~ 
~®alfiimg ll.ll · :U,ght 1t;;0>1L<0>ir@©! 1!lpJPl®l:ir' iig·r&.1rm~mi:it 9 0>:w '\!W~8ll.lfiJmg airnythillilg 
w~i©h mig~~e~~mbl~ m b@©~. H~ d@~~ rni@t ~~~~ll ~llllY offic~t~ 
ifill S!fillf of th@ po~:i ti@m1~~ $l:ll@rmg Mai!lll ~"tlr"$il®J'\t :l'.L!lll tlf'©@t of tlhla t 
b\l.llil«ll imirg J.lll©lrtlhl «»f itlm®t f i:it>~ .~'\t:$.'it :!@1lil ~!m®)"f'@l lhl~ h@l@l a po~i tioim 
aft®r th~ ~llullot:i\.img. lHI<ei CO,O®a\lll llllOit r@©imll Patl1"col1111Hu11 OOLLAlltlH!JrllJl"E 
©if allllJ ot~~~ offi~~~ if~llll!llli!lllg pilllfiWt ~. Se Fi~t~:w~~ mom~llllt~ afte~ 
th@ ~hootillllg0 H® ~©~~ llll©t if®©~ll ~@ei@i ~llllY offi~~ll" llll~a~· 
C&!lllip® 0

~ Amu~~m@imt Ce@t®lr~ 4~4 ~ai:n St'.if®~t 9 im~@diat~ aft~r 
t.Jhie ~lhiooti:ng. Si@~® llll~ altll©I tlbl® i:c:rtl'rn®:rr ~~mplhli~ P@lic® Off iie®r'$ 
W®'.if® i@t®~©baimgiltllg ©~~s altll~ w@~® ~wit~hiltllg ©ff to rid~ 
~ith m@mb®~~ of th® Sh~lby C@u:nty Sb~riff 0

~ Offi©@ ID®puti~~ 
tllll th@ir 3 ®m@irg®ltll~Y wel!ll:iLcl®~ 9 tb® oimly p®ir~oltll~ 1!ll®J ©illJTh :i!."eHcall 
a~ b®iltllg iltll thee @m@'.ifg@@ir;iy v®hi~l® '\!Wlhli~Jm h® wwas a~@ligl!ll<eidl to 
at tlllle tim@ of tlhi@ ~ho©tiltlll ww~~® Pat~ol~a~ E. Eo ~OUGLAS 
altll~ Li@ut@!lll~ltllt Jo Eo @EODLEWs 
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FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 151 1968 

WILLIAM BISHOP KING~ 1776 West Lloyd Circlej Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interview!lrld at the Central Poli.ce Headquarters, 
and furnished the following infOJr'llt~a tion: 

KING advised he was regula:r·ly assigned to 
Number 2 Fire Stati<Hl!i Main and Butler, Memphis, and!. that on 
April 4, 1968} he had :repo:rtedl to work at 7:00 a.m.!I and was 
to work until 7:00 a.m. ~ April 5, 1968. He advi.sedl tha,t during 
this work shift, two officers of the Memphis police force had 
been on location in the fire station coridu<"tiri~ a surveillance 
of the KING party from a di.001" to the rear of the fire station. 

IUNG stated that he occasionally looked through holes 
torn in a newspaper which was being used to cove:r the rear 
door and to cover the stn"'Vf:H.11 i.ng of f:ic:ers during this per·tod. 

KING stated that ht~ had been at the window observing. for 
approximately ten mi.nutes at the time DR. KING wa_s shot. He 
advised that during this five or ten minute period that he 
observed,DR~ KING ca.me out of his motel room, -and stood , 
o:n the balcony :for approximately three minutes prior ·to the 
time he Wl:4.S shot. He stated that a.n individual was standing 
on the bQlcony with DR. KING, and that DR. KING appeared to be 
talki.np- to som~one in the courtyard, At this time~ Kl:NG hea1•d, what 
so1J.mded to be a sihot, and he noted DR. KIJ~O fE0.11 on the balcony. 
KING ei,dvised that he thought that it was a 1"ifle shot because the 
so:::rnnd had a zinging tone to it. Immed:la tely DR. KING fell, 
confus:i.on broke out i.n the nnotel. lfCING advised th.a.t he kept his 
eyes on the balcony.t a!l.'ld did not actua,lly look around the areat 
and that he t him..~elf 1 was in a stunned state. At this time, 
someone eJ.se in the firehouse madl.e the stlfttement ., 11lbet me see~" 
and he~ KING, moved a.way .f'r,om the doo:r, and this per.·son moved 
to the door. KING could not identify this person, and advised 
that he moved. back into ·the firehouse Pll"Oper. 

IUNG stated that at the time he was observing t.he 
ir11otel w that a Negro offi.oe:r:,, a CHARLES STONE, and J.iieutenant LOENNElf.E 
were also at the window, He stated that he coul.d furnish no :further 
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