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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date 4/11/68 

The following items were received by SA R08ERT 
FITZPA'l'RICK fromSAC UOBER'r G .• JENSEN a-t the FBI Of:fice, 
841 Federal Building, Memphis, Tennessee: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

One pair of •en•s shorts (waist band 
in unstretched condi'tion 71 one side meas1,1res 
approximately 11-3/4 inchesi which would be 
waist band of approximately 23-1/2 inches) 

T-shirt, size 42-44, designated 1'Jockey Power 
Knit .• 1

' T-shirt large size~ It appears on 
visual examination that, the lower portion pf 
the T-sh;i.rt has been C\\t"' 

one board which is part of a window sill 
in the window of a bathroom at 422½ South 
Main Street, Memphis~ 

These ttems were personally taken by SA RO,&iR1, 
FI'rZPATRlCK to tb.e FlU Laboratory, Washington, D,. C,, 

, SA ROBaB,T FITZPATRICK left the Memphis-FBI Office 
at 6-:,15 p .. ~ April 6, 1968, en route Metropolitan Airport, 
Mempllis, Tennessee,. SA FITZPATRICK arrived at the Airport 
at 6:40 p 41 m., 11 boarded America,n Airlines Fl;ight #13'2 en route 
Washington, D~ c@, at Washington National Airport~ 

SA FITZPATRICK a~rived at Washington National Airport, 
Washington, D~ c~, at 9145 p~m*z, and personally delivered the 
aforementioned evidence to SA JAMBS CADIGAN of the Document 
Section 1 FBI, Washington, D@ C~, at 9:55 p 0 m. 

SA F ITZPATR.ICK had these items of evidence in b.dS: 
possession at all times until they were personally delivered 
by SA ROBERT FITZPATRICK to Washingtont De C,. jg and ultimately . 
rele~sed to SA JAMBS CADIGAN of the FBI Labot'a.tory i Washington ,D_ C. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date Apr~l 8, .1~68. 

On the evening of April 4, 1968~ DR. JERRY T. FRANGISCO, 
Medical Exall\iner, lJn i versi t y of Tennessee 1 Mentphis, Tennessee, : 
gave to Lieutenant_, J. D, HAMBY, Homicide ~ureau, :Memph'is 
Police J)epartment, the bullet removed from the body of 
the deceased DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. Lieutenant llAMBY turned 
this bullet over to Inspector N. E. ZACHARY-, Homicide Bu,;eau, 
Memphis Police Department, who, in turn, delivered it to 
Special Agent CYRiL. F. BUSCH. Special ~gent BUSCH hanq carried 
this bullet to ~p~qial Agent In Charge ROBERT G • .mNSEN, wllo, 
in turn, furn;ished .same to Special Agent RO})ER'r FITZPATRICK, t9 
be hand carried to Washington, D.Co 

At 5: 10 a .m., on the morning of Apr:i,l 5, 19(?8, 
Special Agent FITZPATRICK delivered this bullet to Special 
Agent ROBERT A~ FRAZIER, of the Federal Bureau 9f Investigation 
Laboratory, Washi~gton, D.C. 
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.. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date -~~-..,..4....;/_1_1_/_6_,8~~ 

The following items were received by SA ROBERT 
FITZPATRICK from SAC ROBBRT G. JBNSIN at the FBI Office, 
841 Federal Building, Memphis, Tennessee: 

1) Original registrlliJ,tion card with the name 
mu:c s. GALT, 26«}8 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
Alab~m~, who ~ccording to the card had Room 34 
and gave car license No. 138993, State of 
Alabama. Arrival date is shown as April 3, 
1968, and m~ke of car is listed as Mustang. 
This card is the property of VIC DUPRATT's 
New Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466. Lamar, Memphis, 
Tennessee. The reverse side of this card 
has the following information thereon: 
Name: uaolt, E. S 0 u 
Room: 34-
Rate: 6.24 
Arrival date: 0 4/3 '' 
Departure date: vt4;4" 

2) One bar of Cameo toilet soap. 

SA ROBlmT FITZPATRICK person.ally delivered these .~ .,, .. ,,, 
items to the Memphis Metropolitan Airpo:;rt a.nd personally ~anded ·::J¼f•' 

these items to captain c. M. VICDRS, American Airlines Flight 
No. 132 which was scheduled to leave Memphis at 6:45 p.m., CST, 
April 9, 1968, an.d arrive W1a1shington Nationi!ll.l Airport, Washington,.: 
D. c., at 9 :29 p,,m0 , BS'l\~ 
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The Albany Office of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation advised on April 8, 1968, that experts 
at Textile Marking Machine Company, Syracuse, New York, 
had advised that the machine which printed the laundry 
labels on the undershorts and tee shirt abandoned by the 
Unknown Subject on April 4, 1968 9 is unusual in that the 
first two type character~ are 15 point type and the last 
three characters are 18 point type 9 with the middle character, 
the letter B, ·probably being narrow rather than regular type. 
The usual machine carries 15 point type for the first 3 
characters and 18 point type for the last two characters. 
Textile Marking Machine experts also stated that this 
machine is defective in that it is producing a tape 
1 and 1/16 inches long instead of land 1/8 inches long and 
is not projecting the tape far enough, resulting in cutting 
off a portion of the first letter. 

Textile Marking Machine Company furnished a list 
of concerns who purchased Thermo-Seal machines capable of 
printing a five character code and a nationwide canvass 
has been instituted for the purpose of locating the machine 
used by the laundry which was patronized by the Unknown 
Subject. 

( 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 5, 1968 

Det. E. s. BERKLEY, Homicide Bureau, Police Department, 
Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed at the Homicide Bureau, at 
which time he furnished the following information: 

i At the instructions of Assistant Chief ROUTT of the 
Memp~is Police Department, he went to st. Joseph's Hospital at 
apprp:ximately 7:45 p.m. this evening.· While at th~ hospital, 
be obtained the personal clothing from the body of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. At this time, KING's body was located in a 
consultation room on the main floor of St. Joseph's Hospit;fl ,· · 
adJacent to the· emergency ward. , 1 ·' 

1 He then ·brought tbe clothing belonging to Dr. KING 
to the Homicide Bureau of the Memphis Police Department. 

At this point 9 J)et. BERKLEY made available for _e~~}n~ 
ination the following items belonging to Dr. MARTIN LUTH:ER:lfING: 

1) White loij,g sleeve Arrow 
showing :a composition mitl~<dl~ u.ip · of 

f shirt was blood stained !!l1.nid there 
1 side in tbe area of tbe collar. 

•' 

~hirt 9 wash-and-wear. style, 
, daiicron and polyester.' 

1 

1This 
was a large hole on 'the rig~t 

2) One black suit coat. :.:and pants bearing the label 
Pet:roceli and the name Zim.merm~n 2 Atlanta, on the inside label 
of the coat. Tb~ coa·t was blood stained and torn. 

3) One pair black 100 percent nylon shorts, size 34, 
bearing the name Shorewood. 

4) 

5) 

One tie, brand D and H9 beariu.g the name Apparel Shop. 

one pair men's black socks. 

6) one white T-shirt bearing the name Lewis, medium size, 
which was blood stained. 

7) 

~ ! 

Ii On 4/~/68 

~: .i;1:' 
-: -·~, ::I 

J)'ne pair black Bannister shoes. 
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Det. BERKLEY advised that he also obtained from Dr. 
KING's body two $10 bills, one $5 bill and three $1 bills, as 
well as 45 cents in change. He also.obtained a key to Room 307 
for the Lorraine Motel and Hotel. He also obtained one silver 
pen, numerous business cards and a black address book bearing 
the year 1968 on t~e cover; 

I ( 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
4/11/68 Date _______ ._,.,....._....,...,..,. 

Lt. Ja Do HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN Le JOHNSON after observing what 
appeared to be a recently made indentation in the window 
sill of a window of the bathroom located at the east end of 
a hallway in the north wing, second floor of a rooming house, 
422½ S$ Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, removed a substantial 
portion of that window sill o Lt. HAMBY and SA JOHNSON 
identified this window sill and retained it as possible 
evidence. ' -

By way of further explanation, the rooming house 
in question occupies a part of the second of two separate 
buildings there being an enclosed walkway connecting the two 
buildings. Mr. FRANK BREWER j husband of the landlady of''': 
this rooming house, advised that all tenants in the,, rooming 
house use the address of 422½ s. Main Street, although the 
north wing of this rooming house is not actually located·:· 
over the entrance designated as 422½ S.. Main Street ~ Thi. 
bathroom window from which this sill was removed- faces east 
and from this window there is a clear view of the west stde 
of the Lorraine Motel which is located east of the rooming 
house in question. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _A._;:p:_r_1._· l_: _5-'-, _1_9__,..6-'-~----' ..... 

Lt~ GLYNN KING, Homicide Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, 
Police Department, was interviewed at the Homicide Bureau, at 
which time_he furnished the following information: 

·l 

,; At approximately 7:15 p.m. this evening, he was at 
Apartment 5B, 422½ south Main street p Memphis? and coµducted 
a search of this apartment with several other law enforcement 
officers. The search was conducted after it was believed tbat­
the: slayer of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. had sfayed in this 
ro&.m. During the course of the search, he obta_ined _a red,. 1 
white and blue stick pin which appeared to be a Disabled veterans 
pii:i. The stick pin was located in tqe top drawer on:the left hand 
~ide of the dresser adjacent to the ea.st wall of Apartment ~B. !; 
Th~s stick pin was taken to the Homicide Bureau to be retained F 

" as 'possible evidence. j; 

:I 
:47 
·:r 
'· 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date -~4_/.,....1_2_/_6_8_~--~ 

Mr@ FRANK BRIWERt husband of the landlady at a 
rooming house, 422½ South Main Street, Memphi$ 1 Tennessee, 
pe~mitted Captain NICK CARIMlw Identification Bureau, ' 
Memphis Police Department, and SA FRANKLIN L* JOHNSON 
entry into Room s~s of this rooming house on the evening 
of-April 10~ l968i following which a small blond chest 
of drawers, located at that time against the west wall 
of this roomr was completely processed for latent 
fi~gerprints 1, and nQ latents of value were obtained~ 

This chest was processed for latent prints 
after Mr~ BREWER'S wife had on April 10,, 1968, called 
attention t9 the fact that this chest had originally 
been placed against the east window in the south wall 
of this room when she rented the room on April 4, 1968r 
to a man using the name of JOHN WILLARD, but later when 
she checked this room, she found that this chest h~d been 
moved to the west wall of the room and a chair placed 
next to that window~ 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/5/68 

E,, LARRY HUTCHINSON, Criminal Investigator, 
Attorney General's Office, Shelby County, Memphis, Tennes~ee 1 
was interviewed at the aomicide Bureau of the Memphis Police 
Department, at which time he furnished the following information: 

Mr. HUTCHINSON advised that he went to Apartment B, 
422½ South :tviain Street~. at approximately 7:30 or 8:00 p.m., 
April 4i 1968, at which time he and other officers conducted a 
search of this apartment~- He identified the other officers cqnducting 
this search and working with him as Captain RG L~ WILLIAMS 
and Captain R~ A. COCHRAN, of the Memphis Police Depa~tment, 
and JOHN CARLISLE 1 Chief Investigator, Shelby County Att9rney 
General's Office~ Memphis. Mr$ HUTCHINSON stated that during 
this time a complete and minute search was made of this 
apartmenti at which time the following items of possible 
evidentiary value we~e located and retained as evidence in this 
case: 

A. One pillow and one pillowcase. 

B. Two white sheets. ~ ,; ::~: 

.-4 

C ~ . One small green pillow, which appears., to be.,;~.a · 
couch pillow. : ,~,,->.• 

D. One black strap wi_th buckle, appro,c;imately one-ha:ll~:Jt:' 
inch in width~ 

E,.,, O:ne small black strap approx'imately 'One-fourth 
inch in width •. 

F. 
1~:ii}itt{, 

One towel, white in color with -'bl·ue and green, stripes. 

G. Several strands of. grassy~like mater;al which were 
loca1;tep. approximately foµr_feet and one ineh·north of the south 
wall ahd four feet and three inches west of'l';the east, wall in 
this a'partment. · 
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Mr. HUTCHINSON advised that after the above. items 
of evidence were located, they were then taken to the 
Homicide Bureau at the Memphis Police Department where he 
identi.fied them by placing his initials on a small brown tag 
and putting each item in a separate cellophane ba-g •. ; 
Mr, HUTCHINSON turned this evidence over to S;As SLOAN and 
JOHNSON in order that they may be forwarded to the FBI Laborato;r1y·i · 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _..,.,4.,_,/-=1=2-'--/=6=-8~,_..,,-....------,,-

On April 12, 1968, SA THOMAS L. BUCKLEY gathered 
soil samples from the below-listed locations. It is noted 
that the second floor of 418 South Main Street is the 
north wing of a rooming house, the main entrance of which is 
located at 422½ South Main Street. It is further noted 
that there is on the ~econd floor of these buildings a 
covered connected ·walkway between the buildings through 
which one may pass from one building to the other. 

All references made to the directions, "right" and 
"left,tt as listed below, are made with refe:rence to the scene 
that would be presented to a person who was facing the rear of 
these buildings. · 

Soil Samples: 

1. Sample obtained :from in front of the threshold 
of the rear door of 4l-8 South Main Street. 

2. Specimen obtained from a location si~ feet frQ111 the 
building and five feet to the left of the rear door of 
418 South Main, Street. 

3. Specimen obtained from a location 12 feet from 
the building a:nd nine feet to the left of the rear door of 418 South 
Main Street. 

4. Specimen obtained from~ location twenty feet 
from the building and fifteen feet to the left of the rear 
door of 418 South Main Street. 

5. Specil11erA obtained 47 feet from t;re building ~nd 
20 feet to the left of the rear door of 418 South Main atreet. 

6. Specimen obtained 48 feet from the foot of the 
stairs in the rear of the building known as 422½ South Main 
Street and in a line with those stairs. 
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. · · · 1,. • Spee,imen from_· i~ediately .·in· front of the ·. ··· 
foot of the' ·Stairs in the rear of the building at· 422½ Sou.th . 
'Main Street. 

8. Specimen•from between 418 and 422½ South Main 
Street at the ;rear of and even with the end of 422½. Sputl;l, 
Main Street. 

9~ Specimen obtained 15 feet from the encl of a fence 
and four feet north of that fe~ce; the fence bei~g located on the s@ut 
side of 422½ South Main Street. 

10. Specimen obtained from location fpur .fe~t north 
of the southeast corner of 418 South Main Street, an¢! three 
feet from the building wall. 
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FEDERAL BUREA\J OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 4_/_1_5_/_6_8 ___ ~ 

soil 
.3466 

. : On April 13, 1968:, SA THOMAS. L.· BUCKLEY t>btained 
specimens from the vicinity of the Rebel Motel, 
L~mar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, as stated below. 

It should be noted that all references. to the 
directions ''right" and "left"' are from the viewpoint of 
a person standing in the parking lot of the Rebel Motel 
facing the door to Unit 34. 

SOIL SPECIMENS: 

No. 1: 

Specimen obtained from a depression in the 
blacktop immediately in front of Untts 34 and 35 of the 
Rebel Motel and approximately one foot from the curb. 

No. 2: 

Soil specimen obtained from a depression in 
the blacktop 9'feet from the curb and 8 feet to the r~ght 
of the door to Untt 34. 

No. 3: 

Soil specimen from a depression in the blacktop 
14 feet to the left of the door to Unit 34 and 9 feet from 
the curb. 

No. 4: 

Specimen of soil obtained from a depression in 
the blacktop 24 feet to the left of the door and one foot 
from the curb. 

' '.' ,\, 

A specimen of. soil obtained from a depres~ion _i_n · 
the blacktop 6 feet to the right of the door to Unit 34 an~ 
«»rl\e f oqt f r(Qll'O thte m1trb • 
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No. 6: 

Soil speci•en f·rom grassy area between the 
curb and sidewalk immediately in front ot the door to 
Unit 34. . 
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FEDERAL BU~EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
D~te _4_/_1Vi_6_8_..,..,..,....__,~~ 

Detective THOMAS SMITH, Homicide Bureau, Me•phis 
Police Department, advised that he had take~ the following 
photographs on April 4, 1968. He stated he used 4 x 5 
speedgraphic camera, serial number 969171, equipped with a 
135 mm Graplex Optar lens, serial number 45917. SMITH 
advised that he used Kodak Tri~X film and number 5 
General Electric•photo flashbulbs for the photographs. 

1. Showing blood on veranda, second floor of 
Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry. Exposure data: l/200 second 

\ F .18, distance approximately 6 feet • 
• J 

2. Front of Lorraine Motel showing rooms 2Q6 
and 306. Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 
approximately 30 feet. 

3. Front of Canipe Amusement Company, 424 s. 
Main, showing bundle. Exposure data: 1/280 second F.18, 
distance 10 feet. 

4. Front of the Canipe Amusement Company, 424 ~. 
Main, showing bundle. Exposure data: distance 10 feet, 
1/200 second F.18. 

5. Showing interior of room 5-B, second floor, 
422½ s. Main Street, shooting southeas.t fro• e~t:rance. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 12 feet •. 

6. Showing interior of room 5-B, shooting south 
fronr entrance. Exposure data: 1/2~0 second F. 18, distance 
12 feet. 

7. Showing seco~d floor hallway looking west, 
422½ S. Main •. Exposure data: 1/200 second F .18, di.stance 
approximately 25 feet. 

· 8. Showing rear stairs leaving from second floor 
to ground, 422½ s. Main. Exposure data: 1/200 second :F.18, 
di·sta:nce approx:imat~ly 25 feet. 
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9. Showing rear stairs looking towards s•cond 
floor 422½ s. Main, Exposure data:· 1/200 second F.18, 
distance 25 feets. 

10. Showing entry to rear bathroom: second floor, 
422½ s. Maino Expoour~ data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 
15 feet. 

11 • • Showing entry of rear· bathroom· second floor 
looking east 422t S. Main. Exposure data:· 1/200 second 
F .. 18, distance 10 feet. 

·12. Showing bath.t~ in rear bathroom seco:n.d floor 
422½ s. Main. E.xposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 
7 feet. 

13. Showing rear exterior of second floor 422½ 
s. Main. Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 20 feett 

14. Showing.s~reeu found near north wall at rear 
of 422½ S • Main looking:_ i.0r>th.west. Exposure data: l /200 · 
second F 1 is, distance 1 feet. 

15.. Sltn<>wing debrt&1 at rear of Jim's Grill, 418 S . . · 
Main. Exposure data: 1/200 second F .. 18, distance 7 feet. 

16. Showing footprint"- found between 418 and 422½ 
.s. Main. Exposure data: 1/200 se~ond F,18, distance 8 feet. 

17. Closeup of footpri~t found between 418 and 
422½ s. Main. Exposure data: 1/200 secoll!l.d F.18, distance 
6 feet. 

The above photographs were.developed and printed 
by Detective CALVIN ELLISON, Photographer,-Memphis Police 
Department, Memphis, Tennessee. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES'TIGATION ,, 

1 ·nate Apr:i l J2), 1968, 

Detective CALVIN ELLISON, photographer, Memphis 
Pol c:1 Department, Memphis,· Terme~Jsee, advised that he had 
taken t :following photographs on April 4, 1968 .. He 
:Btated. thc•so photographs wert~ taken with a :four by five 
Rpn0d Gra pti cmuzn•a; S<.'.!r :i.a 1 number 8891'78, E!(1U tppcd wt th 
1:3!:> mi 11 imote:r Graph lex Op tar lons, ser :i.tt 1 nuG1.ber 8D~JHlH. 
Kodnk i f t1m was w.rnd all :;illotor:;raphs aw.I nrnnbcn· 
:rive Gmwral EJectric photo flash bulbs WCTO used :fo.1.· 
il ination. tcct e ISON stated that Detective 
Tm)M.AS' rnvrITH, Homicido Bureau, had a o taken 17 
photographs of the Lorraine Motel and the area of 
422g South .Matn and in order to preserve the continuity, 
tho tographs taken by Detective SMITll had been numbered 
fxom one to De tee t i.ve Ji:LLIS'ON stated tba t his photographs 
begin with number 18. Thay are as fol 

H.L Showi right s and upper abdornen 
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHJJ;R K!NG, JR. , tak<:;ln at 
City Morgue, John Gaston Hospital, Memphis! 
Tc:rnnessfH:1. Exposure data : 1/400 second; 
F.32, distance 5'. 

19. s·hc>,ving \VOttnd ancl u.ppe:r body of vic.tiro~ 
Exposure data: 1;400 second, F.32, .. distance 
41. 

20. Showing wound and upper body of-victim. 
Exposure data: 400 second, F .. 32, distance 
•::,J, ( 
r..J 2 ~ 

21. Showing wound and right side of·head of 
victim.. Exposure data: 1/400 second 1 F. 32 i··· 
distance ~i½«, . .. · · 

22. f-ihowing front and head of victim, 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F. 32 1 

distance 3½ 1
• 
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23. Showing left upper body of victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 
distance 4¼ 9 • 

24. Showing left upper body of victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 
distance 2i'. 
25. Showing upper body of victim. 
ExpQsure data~ 1/400 second, F.32, 
distance 6 f. 

26. Showing left rear of body of victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 
distance 3i·e. · 
27. Showing upper back of victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 
distance 4 6 

• 

28. Showing right rear of body of victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 
distance 4 ' • 

29. Showing right side of body of victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 
distaimce 5 f. 

30. Showing rear of body of victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 
distance 5'. 

The followi~g photographs ~ere taken on April 5, 
1968 1 by Detective CALVIN ELLISON~ using the camera and 
film described above. Natural lighting was used for 
illumination, except where noted: 

31. Looking north on Bain Street toward 
the 400 block of South Kain. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 
:infilllity. 

32. Showing Fire Station Nu~ber 2, 
northeast corner of ~ain Street, looking 
east. Exposure data: 1/100 second, F.22, 
distance 100 ~. 
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ME 44-19.87 
3 

• 
33. Showing Fir~ Station Number 2, 
nortq'east corner of Main and Butler, 
lookAng east. Exposure data: 1/100 
F. 2~\, dis:~•nce 1.roo'. 
34/ Showing entrance 
j~pk yard, south side 
~pesure data: 1/100 
<iii.S taace 100' • 

:ff 

to parking lot a~d 
Gf 424 South Main. 
second, F.~2, 

37. Showing front of 418, 422, and 
4221 South Main, looking east. Exposure 
data: 1/100 second, F.22, distance 100'. 

38. Showing front of 422, 422½ ~nd •24 
South Main, looking northeast. Exposure 
data: 1/100 second, F.22, distance ~O'. 

39. Showing 418, 422 and 422½ South 
Main, looking southeast. Exposure 
data: l/100 second, F.22, distance 100'. 
i' 
4Ji0. Showing lfaim Street a11d ~ast side of 
sidewalk on Kain Street, looking south 
from Huling Avenue. ~posure data: 
1/100 second, F.22, distance i~finity. 

41. Looking west f~om front of Ro~ 306, 
second floor, Lorraine Hotel. Exposu~e 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance infinity. 

42. Looking west from driveway entrance 
to ~rraine llotel on llulbel;"ry. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distamce infi~ity. 
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ME 44-1987 
4 

T 

• 
43. Showing front of Lorraine Motel from 
entrance driveway on Mulberry Street, 
looking east. Exposure data: 1/200 seco~d, 
F.22, distance 100'. 

44. Showing Lorraine Motel from south 
entrance, looking north frOlllli Butler Street. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second 9 F,.22, distance 
50'. 

45. Showing Lorraine Notel 1 looking 
northeast. Exposure data: 1/200 second, 

',:f .• 22 i· ,distance inf illli ty. , 
, ' " ' ' . ' . ·~ ' ' ', ; ' \ ' ' '' ,' ' ' 

46. · 'Sh.~i~g Lo'~~ailllle·, Mot.e i\' -:~l!;li :1~<>~.t~e,as t ~ 
Exposure data: 1/200 secomd, F;22, c:Hstance 50'. 

47. Showing rear of Fire Station Number 2, 
looking northwest. Exposure data: 1/200 
second, F.22, distance 100a. 

48. Showing Mulberry Street froa intersection 
of Mulberry and Butler Streets, looking north. 
Exposure data : 1/200 sec@:llM:i, F. 22, dis t1;1ace 
100'. 

49. Showing Lorrai~~ ~otel froo top of rear 
steps of Fire Statio~ U\l;lllJfil\ber 2, lobking 
lnlortheast. Expos\llre data : 1/200 )$:econd, 
F.22, distalllce infinity. · 

50. Showing LorraiDe Hotel from ~ortheast 
corner of Fire Statio~ N'i!llllmllbJer 2. Exposure 
data: 1/200 sec@~d, F.22, dista~ce infi•ity. 

51. Showi~g rear of 418 = 422 South Kain 
Street, looking northwest. :kposure 
data: 1/200 second 9 F.22, dista~ce 100'. 

' 52. Showing rear ~f 418 = 424 S~\llth ~aia, 
looki~g northwest. Expos\llre data: 1/200, 
F.22, distance 100~. 
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IIE 44-1987 
5 

53. Showil!lg rear of 422 -424 South Main, 
looking northwest. Exposure data: 
1/200. sec«:>nd, F.22~ di~taimce 100' •. 

· 54. Showing northerlll l]J!OSt portion of 
parking lot and junk yard which is located 
immediately south of 424 South Hain, 
looking west. Exposure data: 1/200 second, 
F.22, ~istance 100'. 

55. Showing parking lot and junk yard, 
lookiag southwest. Exposure data: 
1/200 second; F.22, distance 100'. 

56. s~wing Lorraine Hotel, corner of 
Mulberry and Huling, lo~king southeast. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second, F.22, 
distance 100'. 

57* Showin:ng Lorraine Hotel and Motel from 
Huling entrance, looking south. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 100'. 

58. Showing second floor hallway, 422½ 
South Kaia, lookimtg ea11t. Exposure 
data: 1/50 second, F.8, distance 25'. 
One number five General Electric photo 
flash bul~ used for illumination. 

59. Showing outside of R@@mlll 58, second 
floor, 422½ South Main. Exposure data: 
1/200 second, F.22, distance 5°. One 
&Wlilber five General Electric photo flash 
bulb used for illumination. 

60. Showing inside of sec~nd floor rear 
bathroom window, 422½ South Hain. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 4f. 
One number five General Electric photo 
flash bulb used for ill\lllmiaation. 

61. Showing Lorraine Hotel frmm ope~ing 
in second flo~r rear bathro@l]J! window, 
422½ South Main. Exposure data: 
1/200 second, F.22, distance infinity. 
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lfE 44-1~87 .· 
6 

62. Showi~g Lorraine Hotel fr~m seco~d floor 
rear bathroom wi~dow,,422½ South Kata. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second, F.22, di~tance 
imi.finity. 

Detective ELLIBOM stated that he personally 
developed and printed all photographs described above. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-J~-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date · 4/] 2/68 
l 

~, " RI- .-

. •r_/~::' , , 

F/LMER C ~ HOLDER, JU, , 20~6 Pendleton Street,. Memphis,.,, 
Tennessee, adviseq. that on .April Hl} 1968;, he photographed the.:.·· 
area of South Main Street and the t0:rra1.ne Hotel and ·Wfotel, • ,r '. · 

on Mulbe:n:-y Street) f1~om. the air. He \furnished •th~.:,.l~;Ilo.w;ing 
information concerr.ling these photog:rap~;:;~ .: ::{'i''. ":·:-c · .. 

\t, ' ' ' ',. 1-.1: 

171 

On __ 4_/_1_.1_/_6_"'8_~at _1_~1e_m.~p_h_i_s_,_'I_~e_n_.n_e_s_·_s_e_e ____ File #. 4.4-19S7 .• 

by S.A HOW P.t, RD D , TE TEN / j ms Date dictated 4 /l 2 / 68 
, ''¼l..t '}' 

This document c;o!ftain11 neither recommendatioJ?,S n_or conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is the property .. pftlt~ .. ,FB1 fllid'ls l~aned to 
your agency; it 1µ1d its contents are not to be d1i;itnbuted outside your agency. ;,. .. .,;'. •· ·,., •1· . . 

' ; t >'•·:· \f' < ' 

~ - . 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __,...,..,.~.........-,4'-/~l,.....;0/_,...6~8-~~~ 

Contents of Room 34, Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 L~ar 
Avenue, Memphis, were processed for anything of an evidentiary 
value. As a result, the following lifts of l~tent fingerprints 
were obtained: 

(1) Removed from the left side of in~ide of front door 

(2) Removed from left side of televi~ion set 

(3) Removed from left side of te~evisiQn s~t 

(4) Removed from right side of outsiqe portion of 
l:>athroom door 

(5) Removed from right side ot outsi~e l)Or~ion of 
l>athroom door 

(6) Removed from right side of outside portion of 
bathroom door 

(7) Removed from right side of outside portion of 
bathroom door 

(8) Removed from left side ot fig~t ot bathroom doo~ 

(9) Removed from left s.ide of i;-ight ot bathroo1~{ do<;>r 

(10) Removed from left side of right of bathroom door 

(11) Removed from center of i~side of bathroom d9or 

(12) Removed from center of inside of bathroom doot 

(13) Removed from center of inside of bathroom door 

(14) Removed from center of inside of bathrooll\ door 

(lp) Removed from left side of inside of ~atbroom 
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i. ·, 

ME 44-:-1987 
2 

(,16)· Removed·fro~ left side of insic:Ie of bathro~ 

(17) 

(18)-

Removed •frQm left ~ide of inside of bathroom 

Removed from left ,ide of inside of bathroom 

i, ;,:\ > .. · ti~·~<~.;r i ~~~-.:~ ... ~--· :,•_:f· . ...:~:;;.. •. . ·.·•_•J.. ... -·-.~•"A""_·i .h..,;;.,,.:11 :~.··~ .. -_, 'II.,.. '"'t.'lb..,,;.,;:~111111 ... •, ,1,'.1•.I,·., ·.·_:•.· 
.-••. :-..,.· ·.·:1,•··'1·.•·.·•.,•· .. ,·_;_',.l./l!; .. _·,'·w·.,··;.,:~.f)\,,1,·1_,-' ,11:'l, .................. ~ • .L"'l.lil'4•• din .... ...,"'.! .... ' ... au. """-r U<a JIii&. ... ..,,!"'~ . 

. f,:i, . . ' Ii . ',' :',:• :_'_ \,' . :•:~ , , .. _.,·•.,
1

.: " ,, ;r ,:• '. ,, ' •!t:"~·1
•.·( 

'(2'>) Removed from· .innet 'bathroont" doq;>°r .. jamb ·'1' • 

(21) 

. (22) 

(23) 

(24) 

(25), 

Removed 

Removed 

Re~oved 

Removed 

Remov·ed 

from outer bathroom 

from outer bathroom 

from iniside closet 

·from inside closet 

froffl inside close~ 
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ME 44-1981 

AUTOPSY FINDINGS 
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17:□T a .. -
• 

EXTERNAL EXAMIHATlON Of"THE BODY 

This is a well developed, we11 nourished Negro mal, measuring 69 1/2 
inches in length and weighing approximately 140 pounds. '-,lhe hair 1s 
black, the eyts are brown. There 1s a l foe muitache present~_ 

EXTERNAL MARKS ANO SCARS 

There is a remote m1dl 1ne scar present 1n the canter of tho chest 
and a remote scar present extending to the right ax111a measuring 8 
inches in lQngth. There 1s a sutured vertical surgic1l 1nc1s1on pre,ent 
at the base of the neck. A sutured ine1s1on ts present in the right chest 
at the ant~rior axillary line. Three needle punctures aro present 1n the 
precord1um,. having no hemorrhage presemt surrounding the area. There are . , 
blood splatters present on the palm and dor~um of the right hand. A remote 
scar ts present in the right lateral chett. Sutured 1ncis1o~t-are present 
in the left ante cubital fcssa. one that 11 obliquely directed mensur1ng 
2 inch~s in length. onfll that 1, ho~iiontally directed measuring l inch 1n 
length. There ore-two sutured 1'1C1t1ons p~sent on the m~1a1 as~ct of the 
left ankle. Th~ iup~r1or 1nc1t1on ~,aiur1ng 2 tn~hes in tenpth, the 1nferi~r 
int1sion meisuring 1/4.ineh 1n ltngtb~ Thtrt 1s ,n ~tens1ve exc,v,ting 
11110n iff~ti" tht r1ght t1d@ of'tht faee beginning _at a po1nt 1 inch lat­
eral to th~ right corntr of the mouth and 1/2 ineh 1nfarior to tht r1ght 
corner of the mouth that me1sures app~ox1mately 3 inches in length. At the 
superior aspect of this gaping wound there is tn tbrasion collar that measures 
1/8 of an inch in inaximuu thickneu, having brownish diseo1orat1on present 
at the superior margin. Adjacent to this 1rea there 1s extensive laceration 
of the soft tissues of the face with a fracturing of the right side of the 
mandible. A re-.apprO)(imation of the tissues re1ea11 the lacer1tion to extend 
to the -base of the neck and into the base of the neck with 1ntervenfog skin 
unaffec~d in this area. The second penetrating wound at the base of the 
neck in the superior aspect of tho chest measures 3 inches 1n length. The 
m1ss11e path is through the external jugular ve1n and vertebral artery. 
There 1s a penetration into the 16tera1 aspect of the base of the neck into . 
the upper thoracic and lower cervical cord totally severing the lower cervical 
and upper thoracic cord passing through the spinal column at the level of C7 · 
ind T1 1nto the posterior aspect of the back. The bullet is removed from t~e 
posterior aspect of the back. 56 1m:h@s superior to the right heel and 55 1/2 

_inches superior to the left heel, 3 inches to the left of the m1d1ine of the 
spine in the medial aspect of the left scapula. The entrance wound is 61 1/2 
inches superior to the right heel and 59 inches superior to the right heel with 
the head turned and position~ so that the wound in the faee corresponds with 
the path of the missile 1nto the neck and spine. The total thickness from the .. 
entrance wound to the poster1or aspect of the back 1s 8 1/2 inches in thickness, 
The angle of the penetrating wound h approximately 45• from a sagittal plane • 
at an angle frm r1ght to left inferiorly and anterior to poiter1or1y at • · · 
about a 30° ang~e with a coronal plane. · 

SEctIOrt 

The abdoni~l s,anniculus measures i'n inch in mai1muf\'I thickness. The 
skeletal musclts 1r~ r~ ond f·U,Hhry.· There 1s scarring p~11mt over the 
right anter1orfllupenor cbtit w1t~ pleural adhtt1oni ,re19nt in this 1rea. 

175 

IF I - ... , 1 1111T. 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
BODY CAVITIES 

There is approximately 25cc. of blood present within the right thoracic 
cavity and some subpleural hemorrhage that is present affectin~ the right 
and the left in the posterior apex. The mistile did not enter the right . 
pleural cavity. 

HEAATt 

AORTA: 

ESOPHAGUS: 

TRACHEA: 

BRAIM: 

KIDNEYS: 

GROSS DESCRIPTION OF THE ORGANS 
. ..____,_ 

The heart weighs 450 grams.. The myocardium is pale~ 
brown. The valvular surfaces reveal no significant -........ , 
changes. There fs focal yellowing of the subendo- -~- · 
cardia 1 areas af fee ting the left aspect of the inter• -­
ventricular septum. The right ventricle measures 
5nm. in maximum thickness. The left ventricle 
measures 20mm. in m~~imum thickness. The coronary 
ostia originate in normal position and have a normal 
distribution over the epicard1a1 surface. There is 
mirrirrui1 intimal proliferation pres~nt. fpcal yellow 
plaquoing ii present in the ascending aspect of the 
acrtie arch but ulceration is not present. There 1$ 
no sign11iCt;iOt dili~tion affecting th~ chambers of 
tht htiutrt~ 

Focal yellow plaques are present throughout the 
aorta but ulceration and calc1f1cat1on is not present. 
The great vessels originate normally. There is 
perivascular h@morrhage affecting the right carotid 
artery but no penetration of the wall. The right 
subclavian artery is laceraUd,; 

Partially digested food frtt{tment's are present throughout 
the esophagus. ,'I 
Hemorrhagic mucoid material is pNsent throughout the 
upper trachea. 

The r1s,ht lung weighs 300 grams. The left lung weighs 
325 grams •. There is diffuie.conQestion, consolidation 
and hemorrhage affecting the right upper lobe of the 
lung. frothy fluid is expressable from the sectioned 
surface.. There is minimal wrinkling of the pleura 
diffusely throughout the pulmonary parenehyma. 

The brain weighs ·1400 grims. There is some flattening , 
of the gyri and narrowing of the sulci. The cerebral 
vessels are symmetrical .. · There is no subdura1" I 
epidural II or extradural hemorrhago present., There is ·1 
no Significant flattening throu~hout the cerebral vessels. 

The k1dneys weigh 175 gral'llS on the 1eft and 150 grams 
on the right. -~he capsular su~face 1s smooth. The 
parenchyma :b of normal coloration. The cortical•. 
medu11ary junction is prominent. 

lt1Ml?4rti111l\44 
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• 
PANCREAS: 

THYROID.: 

SPLEENr 

STOMACH; 

DUODENUM: 
I 

GALLBLADDER: 

LIVER; 

PROSTATE: 

COLON: 

SMALL INTESTINE: 

ADRENALS: 

The pancreatic p~renchyma is well pres~rved. The 
lobular pattern is preserved. There 1s no fatty 
infiltration present. The parench,Yma is ye1lowish­
grey. 

There is diffuse hemorrhage present throughout ·the 
superfor larynx a 10119 with submucosa l hemorrhaqe 
that is ~resent witnin th~, intra-larynge~1 areas. 
There h a tracheostomy perforation that is superior 
to the thyroid penetrating to the right of the pyra• 
midal lobe. 

No significant changQs. 

The spleen wei~hs 80 grams. The capsule is wrinkled. 
There is no capsular thickening present. The follicles 
are not prominent. 

The st(lmaCh cont,dns approximately 10cc. of p~rtially 
dig~sted food fra!jments.. There h no ulceration present. 

No stgn1f1cant changes~ 

The gallbladder contafns approximately 5cc. of light ___ . 
green bile. No stones are present., __.-<--- -

--=~?' 

The liver weighs l600grams. The parer.ch~a is pale 
yellowish ... browri.. The lobular pattern is accentuated .. 
Theparenchyroa is quite soft. 

There is approxiw.ately 25cc. of cloudy yellow urine 
·present .. 

1Jo significant gross abncrma1 ities are present .. 

The app~ndix is present.· The colonic contents is normal. 

There is ijlternately liquid and gaseous distention 
present throughout the srrm11 intestine .. 

\ 
The adrenals aro in nonna1 position and weigh 8 grams, 
together. The cortex is bright yellow. The medulla 
h grey .. ·,. __ 

177 

- ------T ~------,--1 _____________ ,--~--------------------,,_.-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



A68-252 

LUNG: 

.PANCREAS: 

KIDNEY: 

THYROID: 

LIVER: 

ADRENAL: 

SPLEEN: 

HEART: 

SKIN: 

• MICROSCOPIC Sl.RY ~ 

· Focal areas of intra-alveolar hemorrhage at'e pre·sim-t-­
throughout. Otherwise tli.e alveoli are well preserved 
without hyperdistention or collapse. There is a loss 
of bronchial epithelium free within the lumens of the 

A bronchioles. The pulmonary vessels reveal no signifi• 
cant changes. 

The pancreatic parenchyma is well preserved. The islets 
and acini are well preserved. There is minimal conges• 
tion present but no fibrosis or hemorrhage. 

The glomeruli and tubules are well preserved. There is 
no parenchymal fibrosis evident or vascular prolifera• 
tion present. The tubules are filled with eosinophilic 
material. There is no collapse of the tubular lumen. 

The follicles are uniform and regular. Thereis a small 
. quantity of extravasation of mature erythrocytes into 
peri-follicular locations. Cellular inflammatory reac-

·tion is not present. There is no mal'gi.nation of poly• 
mQtphonucl~ar leucocytes within the ar~a, of hemorrhnge. 

There is diffuse ¢ytoplasmic vacuolation throughout the 
h@patic cy;op111m b1inM diit•lbut1d th,ough~ut th1_10~ 
bules and in both pericentral and periportal locations. 
A small number of mononuclear cells are present in por­
tal areas. There is some variation in size, shape of 
the hepatic nuclei. The vacuoles that are present are 
irregular in size, being numerous in some cells and 
being single large vacuoles in others with a disruption 
of cytoplasmic borders in some. 

There is congestion of the inner cortical zones of the 
adrenal. The cytoplasm is otherwise well maintained. 
The cortico-medullary ratio is maintained. 

Tho follicles a.re present but without secondary reactive 
centers. There 1$ some congestion of the pulp but focal 
hemorrhage is not present. 

The myocardial fibers are well preserved. Tho nuclei 
are regular. Fibrosis is not present throughout the 
myocardium and cellular inflammatory reaction-is not 
present. The atrium reveals no significant changes. 

There is dermal hemorrhage present but no accumulation· 
of polymorphonuclear leucocytes. Blackened debris is 
present throughout the. hemorrhagic area of th9__der~------ -
having no identifiable form. There is .pronounced eo• 
sinophilia of the collagen oun1-lles.. There is hemorrhage 
into the dermal layers with an alteration in the tine .. 
t,or-ial properties of the epithelium with focal fragmen­
tation of the epitheliu1n adjlcent to the area of dern.al 
hemorrhage. 

Continued ......... ~ •. 
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• "· A68-2S2 Continued ••••••• ~ ••••••••• " \ 
MICROSCOPIC SUMMARY . Page?• 

CORONARY: 

PROSTATE: 

There is moderate intimal proliferation along with an 
extra cellular deposition of lipid within the sub­
intimal areas along with lipid filled macrophages pTe• 
sent in this location. Small foci of perivascular fuone­
nuclear cells arc present in the regions 0£ most pro­
nounced intimal proliferation. 

The glandular elements are well preserved without any 
significant increase in collageneous connective tissue. 
Inflammatory reaction is not present • 

I 
\ 
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Form 388 • • THE CITY OF MEMPHIS HOSPITALS 

AUTOPSY PROTOCOL 

Autopsy No, A68-252 service Med. Ex. Hospital No. 

1 

I 

· Name.Martin Luther King, Jr. Age 39 Race NegroseX Male : 
0nknown•<pproxi,:1ately 

Date of Admission DOA Date and Hour of Death 4-4-68 P.M. 

Date and Hour of Autopsy 4-4-68. 10:4S P.M. 

Pathologist Drs.Sprunt and Francisco Assistant 

Checked by Date Completed 

PINAL PATHOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS 

PRIMARY SRIBS: 

I. Distant gunshot wound to body nnd face 
A. Fracture of right mandible 
n. Laceration of vertebral artery; jugular vein and subclavian 

artery, right 
c. Fracture of spine (T•l, C•7) 
D. · Laceration of spinal cord (lower cer.vical, upper thoracic ) 
E. Submucosal hemorrhage, larynx 
F. Intrapulmonary hematoma, apex right upper lobe 

SECONDARY SERIES: 

1. Remote scars as described 
2. Pleural adhesions 
3. Fatty change liver, moderat~ 
4. Arteriosclerosis, moderate · 
s. Venous cut-downs 
6. Trache~stomy 

LABORATORY FINDINGS: 
)I, I 

. Blood Alcohol 

180 
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PROVISIONAL ( ) 

FINAL C{) • TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI.ALTH 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER 
858 Madison Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

AUTOPSY REPORT 

CASE NOA68 252 

couN Tv Shelby 

NAME oF DECEDENT _ ...... f..,.4~a. ... r;t...ii.-.n .......... L ..... t.,..1t-hc'l,0~r--K._,i:i,;lt-rlg'<=". -...»-J~r,..., • .-------- RACE-N--SEX--M- AGE~ 

HOME ADDRESS _____ ...:__ _______ ---,µ{t...,t..,il!rlO:Mm4ct~gr....--w~G;4;@~0:HI'fi!;~; l¼' aa------:-----
NUMBE R OR STREET CITV 0~ TOWN STATE 

COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER .I. r. i;'rancisco. H.D. 
ADDREss 'Mei1iph.is, Tennossee 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL__,.PLhu....i ..... l,._,;;_A~.~c .... ro!.i,.,J,u).a,8,..-,Al,.;;;f~:L--------------------::,---

ADDRESS M;,:,mpl:-ds;, Tenncssoe 

ANATOMICAL DIAGNOSIS Gunshot wound to body and face with; 
Fracture of mandible 
Laceration vertebral artery, jugular ~ein and sub• 
clavian artery, right, ----­
Laeere.t;tgn pf , spi:rrn.1 cord (l,n1,rr c:e:rv:k-aJ ,-~et:. ~: 

__ ~ _ " . . tho:ra-ei:cJ • : 
Intrapulmonary hemat.oma, apex, right upper lobe 

cAusE oF DEATH Gm1's11at wound to .spinal column, lower cervical, upper 
thoracic 

NARRAnvE oF F1No1NGs Death was the result of a :vmshot wo11ud to the 

chin and neck with a :total ttansection of the lowc:r corvical and 

upper thoracic spinal cord and other structures ;n tbc nee}:. The 

direction of the -wounding was from front to back 9 above downward and 

.from right to left. The severing of the spinal cord at tbfs level 

and to this extent was a wounrl· that was fatal very shortly after its 

occurrence., 

The purpose· of this report is to provide a cert:l.'1:ie.d opinion to the County Medical 
Examiner and the District Attorney General. The facts and· ·findings tq support these con­
clusions are filed with the office of the State Medical Examiner>.., 

'",,."'-,,, 
, ... ___ 
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. 
La.I 
> 
CZ: 

!CRIME 

MULBtRRY 

PARKING 
. AREA 

O Bathroom window, N. wing of rooming house 

f) Point where Dr. King was shot 

424 - Canipe Amusement co. 

\_ 

\ 

@422½ - s. entrance(stairway)to rooming 
house, 2nd floor 

422 - Cohn and co. 

@N. entrance (stairway)to rooming house,. 
2nd floor 

420-418 - Jim's Grill 

Indicates 2nd floor area of rooming house 
from 418-424 with two entrances marked 
A and B 

© Space for 3 ,cars between fire plug and 
driveway 

wall 

ite Mustang seen here ,about 4:00pm. 
d later 

ite M)lStang seen here between approx. 
:45 pm and 6:00 pm _ 

I 

,. 
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~EDER.AL.UREAU OF INVEJIJIGATION 

Rlll:ll"ORTING OFFICE , I OIFll"!CE OF ORIGIN DATlil' I !NWSTIGA:!"~VE PERIOD 

April 4-16, 1968 MEMPHIS :MEMPHIS 4/17/68 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADIE llillY l~b~~EBV. 

SVNONll!h 

APPROVIED 

UNSUB; aka 
Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmeyer, 
John Willard ; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
VICTIM 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 

SA JOE C. HESTER JmS2 ray 
CHARAOER Of CASE 

CIVIL llU:GHTS 

- p -

In view of the large volume of correspondence in this case, 
no attempt has been 'made to reference any particular communi-
cation. 

Because of the urgency of this matter, leads for 
other offices are being ~et out by telephone or teletype, 
and it would serve ~o purpose to set out leads for other office~ 
in this report • · 

The information included in this report has been 
carefully reviewed, and negative interviews have been eliminated 
wherever it was believed possible to do so without giving the 
appearance that less than a complete and thorough investigation 

, was conducted • 

PECIAL. AGENT 
INCHARGl!i DO NOT WRITE 1/111 SPACES BELOW 

COPiES MADE: 5 _ 

-2.<i': 
0

:ham 
3 Angeles 
3 - Mobile 
3 - New Orleans 
1 - St. Louis 
5 - Memphis ( 44-1987) 

- A -
COVER PAGE 

SEARCHED_zz:::.:-·-.JNDEXE~----­
SERIAUZE~-----JILED ~-----

APR 191968 
FBI - BIRMINGHA · 

~D :;::t0l/ - µ IA.$/1 
f;/7/;;,y 

PROPERTY Of FBI.-This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distribµted outside the agency to which loaned. 

-, 
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• • 
ME 44-1987 

th~ USA, Western Dist~ict of Tenn~~s~®p Memphi~j Tenne~~ee 9 

but extra copies are being maintain®d in th~ Memphis Office 
and will be made available to the USA wh®n ~o ~ire~ted by 
the Bureau. 

LEAD: 

THE MEMPHIS OFFICE: 

Subject. 

-2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-•l--1111111-------------------

Copy to:, 

'Repo,f of: 

Date: 

Title: 

• • UNITED STATES. DEPAR'.f'MENT OF JUSTICE . . ' 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF· INVESTIGATION 

SA JOE C. HESTER 
4(17/68 

ME 44-1987 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT, 
also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmeyer, 
John Willard; 

Office: MEMPHIS 

DR. MARTIN LtrrHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
Character: CIVIL RIGHTS 
Synopsis:· At about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, while standing on second 

floor balcony outside room. 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, victim was struck in 
right side of fac~ by a single bullet •. Autopsy report indi­
cated that "the severing of the spinal cord at this level 
and to this extent was a wound that was fatal very shortly 
after its occurrence." This investigation, predicated 
upon a specific request from the Attorney General of the 
u.s&, disclosed fatal shot was fired from the bathroom of 
a rooming house located at 422½ s. Main Street, Memphis, 
which bathroom. was located at the rear of the rooming 
house, and which had a window overlooking the Lorraine Motel. 
(Crime scene diagram included in details.) On afternoon of 
4/4/68, Unknown Subject rented room 5-B at 422½ S. Main , 
Street and paid one weeks rent. After bearing rifle shot 
at about 6.:00 PM on 4/4/68, other tenants in rooming house 
observed Unknown Subject flee fr<>m rooming house carrying a . 
large package which.was subsequently abandoned by him on 
sidewalk in front of Canipe Amusement Company, 424 s. Main 
Street, fro~ which place he was observed to flee in a white 
Mustang. Found abandoned in front of 424 s. Main Street 
was 30-06 Remington model 760 rifle, serial number 461476, 
a small plastic suitc,se cQntaining numer-0~s articles,. 
undershorts, a tee shirt, binoculars, and a brown and green 
bedspread in which all of these items were partially wrapped. 
investigation at motels in the vicinity of Memphis, Tennessee, 
to locate an individual driving a white Mustang, disclosed 

.,., • ..,,✓ 

~ ~~: 

' ~ 
Thi" document contains neltlief: recommendations nor co11d11sions of.:any· lcind. It' Is the property of.the FBI, and is a lo,an to your agencvlj', 

If and/or Its contents are not ·to ·be distributed outside your agency, 1e-ne2~1 GP~{; 
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• 
B 44-1987 

th~t BRIC s. GALT, 2608 Highland Aw~nu~, Birmingham, 
Alabaaa, had spe~t the night of 4/3/6$ 9 at the Re~l Motel, 
3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, ~nd was driving 
a Mustang with Alabama license 1-38993. l~vestigation 
dtsclosed bi~oculars aban~oned by Un~nown Subject were 
purchased aftern~n of 4/4/68, fro~ RALPH M. CARPBNTBR, 
salesman, York Ara Company, ~emphis. Gilletteshaving 
kit abandoned by Unknown Subject determi~ed to have been 
purchased Olive~ Rexall Drug St~re, Whitehaven, Tennessee. 
Autopsy findings set out. IN VIBW OF TBB CRIMI FOR WHICH UNSUB 
BEING SOUG~, D SHOULD BE_ boNS!UIIID AiU!iD AND DA:N'Glit<ffis • 

... p ... 
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4. Map of Memphis 
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