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ME 44-1987 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

• • 
On April 19~ 1968p t~® W~~hiimgt~n Field Office 

initiated a check of files @f 'tlhle P~s~poll"t Off ice, Unl ted 
States Department of St~t®p c@@~er~i~g JAMES EARL RAY, 
and nothing identifiable with RAY w~~ l@catedo A further 
check is underway at the W~~~i~gt@~ Natio~~l Record Center 
at Suitland, Maryland, in r~tir~d p~~~p©rt fil~s. 

In order to covert~® p~~~ibility t~at subject 
RAY may have recently been i~~u®d ~ p~~~port and the 
record thereof h:ad not be~1n re<e;~ived iim Wa~hington,. Mr. 
EDWARD STOKEN, Pa~sport Offi~~, ~®nt ~ teletype message 
to all passport agencie~. The P~~~port Office in 
Honolulu was checked tel~p~~~i~~lly with n~gative re~ults. 
On April 19, 1968, Mr. ROBE~T D. JOHM~ON 9 Acting Director, 
Passport Office, telephoni~~lly ~~vi~~d SA KENNETH HASER 
that all passport agencie~ h~d t~l~typed W~shington that 
their records are ~~g~tive ~@~~®r~ing RAY. 

Mr. JOHNSON furth®r advl~~d t~~t he had issued 
instructions whereby the Duty Of41~~r ~f the Passport 
Office was alerted concerning M1' ~~@ i~~tru~tion~ were 
matte to all pas~port agencie~ t@ r~fer iXlllWledi~~ely to the 
nearest FBI office ~ny inform~ti@~ ~o~cerning RAY and his 
intended travel. 
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COVER PAGE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,. • • 
ME 44-1987 

The pe~i@d @f t~i~ ~®~@~t pr®ced®s t~e last period date 
of the lai.~t report 9 la~ tlhn1~ :tr'®p@rt <C@lllit$i~ i!Dlvestigation which 
for reas@ns of brevity w®r® @@t iru~l~d®~ ilDl the l~st 
report. 

Leads f@r @th®r ~ffi~@~ ~@@tilDl~® t@ be set out 
by more exp®diti@~s me$lDl~ trn~llli by r@p@rt 9 $@d it w~uld 
serve no purpos~ t@ li~t ~~~rn li®~d~ i@ thi~ rep~rt. 

It sho~ld b® lDl@t®d t@~t illll t~® interview~ 
with persons who W®l"® ~t Ji~ 0

~ @~illp 418 S@~tb M~in 
Street 9 on th® nig~t of 4/4/~~ ~t ~b@ut th® time of the 
murder 9 they r®p~rt S®®ing ~ w~:wre M~~t~~g p~rked almost 
in front ~f Jim's Grill. Th® @w~e~ ~f t@i~ Mustang has 
n@t been located ~lllid h$~ lDl@t v@l~~t~rily ~~me f~rth. 
It is not beli~ve«! tllu1t thi.~ 11\ill~it&uIIBg is pe:ir'tinemrf!; to this 
investigation and ~h@lillld ~ot b® ~@rnf~~ed with the Mustang 
that w~s park~d ju~t south @f C®@ip~ Amlill~®ment C~mpany, 
424 South Main Stre®t 9 i~ ~~i~h ~$:ir' it is b~li®ved the 
subject fled from the s~®IIB®. ~h® ~~im® s~ene di~gram 
on page 4 of refer®rnced M~~phi~ ~®p@rt irndic$tes the 
positions, or ~h~t is beli@w~@ t@ b® t~® ~pp~oximate 
po~itions 9 ~f th~ tw@ whit® Mlill~t~@g~ ~~ oo®rnti@~ed above. 

INFORMANTS 

All offic®~ b~w® b®®@ w@~M®~t®d to m~intain 
cont$~t in this m~tt®r witrn ~rimi@~l 9 ~®~\ill~ity, and 
racial inform~IIBt~. 

Th~ Memphi~ ~ffi~® ~~~ m~iIIBt~illli®~ ~@IIBtact with 
inf~rm~~ts 9 none @f wru@~ h~w® b®®~ ~bl~ t@ fM~@i§b any 
po~itive i~form~ti@rn r®g~~di@g t~® ~~bje~t @~ hi~ 
whleremlbout§. 

LEAD 

MEMPHXS 

AT MEM!1HX~ TElNllliL 
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• • F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 April 25, 1968 Date---=----_:_ ___ _ 

Mr. FRANK BREWER, Room No. 2, 422½ South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennesseej advised he never saw the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD at the boarding house. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966 1 and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrn BREWER,and he advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him. He 
also stated be had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread 
similar to it. 

9 

4/24/68 Memphis , Tenness.ee Memphis 44-19~_ 7_ · On _______ at _______________ File # ________ _-,;._.___ __ 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 
by -----------------------Date dictated----""'": ... '_·----

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 1011,ned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · : ' I. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A~p~r_i_l_· _2_5_,_,_1_9_6_8 __ 

Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422½ South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised she never saw the 
man registered into Room 5B on April 4, 1968, as.she was 
sick in bed that entire week. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs. STEPHENS, and she advised 
none of the men in the photographs were familiar to her. She 
also stated she had never seen the bedspread or ·any 
bedspread similar to it before. 
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On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m_,,p'-h_1_· s___,__, _T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ____ F ile # __ M--=e--m__..p--h-=--i __ s"--4-=-4---_·· =l--9_8--7 __ _ 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/88 
by -----------------------Date dictated----------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ME 44-1987 
JWB:ngm 
1 

• • 

Various photographs of ERIC S. GALT were shown to 
the following individuals on April 18, 1968, by SA's JOHN W. 
BAUER and HARLEY E. GYLFE at Memphis, Tennessee: 

BESSIE BREWER, 4221 South Main Street; 
FRANK BREWER, 422½ South Main Street; 
CHARLES STEPHENS, 422½ South Main Street; 
ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Manager, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenue; · 
HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenue; 
VICTOR DUPRET, owner, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar 

Avenue; 
SARA LOVING, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue; 
SADIE MC KAY, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue. 

The above individuals stated that the photographs 
shown to them of ERIC S. GALT do not in any way look familiar 
to them. 
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• 

PERSONS AT REBEL MOTEL 
3466 LAMAR AVENUE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
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• • FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date April 23, 1968 

Mrs. HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis 9 Tennessee, was 
shown various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised 
that none of these photographs looked familiar to her. 
She added that she still felt that she would be unable 
to reco~nize the individual who registered at the motel 
as ERIC s. GALT even if she had a face-to-face confrontation 
with him. 
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On _4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at Memphis, Tennessee File # _M_e_m_p_h_i_s_4_4_-_1_9_8_7 __ _ 

by SA JOHN W. BAUER :tjm Date dictated __ 4_/_2_2_/~6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ME 44-1987 
JWB:cjs 
l 

various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were shown to 
the following individuals on April 19, 1968, by SA JOHN W. 
BAUER at the Rebel Restaurant 9 3464 lamar,Avenue, Memphis, 
Tennessee: 

GEORGE D. BUNNELL 9 ~wn~r~ Rebel Restaurant; 

METHEL STACKS, waitr~~sp Rebel Restaurant; 

JOYCE B. FOLLIS 9 waitr~:ss,, Rebel Restaurant; 

JUANITA WILSON, cookp Rebel Restaurant; 

L. V. CAMPBELL~ cook~ Rebel Restaurant. 

The above individu~ls stated the photographs shown 
to them of JAMES EARL RAY are not in any way familiar to them. 
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OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE 
WHITEHAVEN, TENNESSEE 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 4=/~1~9~/~6-=8 ___ _ 

Mrs. PEGGY BROWNf 4810 Richland, was interviewed 
at her place of employment, Oliver Rexall Drugstore, Highway 
51 South, White Haven, Tennessee, at which time :l-he viewed 
the photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT wherein GALT is depicted 
with his eyes closed and she furnished the foll1.''.•1.·:~r2g information: 

She stated that this photograph generally ,ceoicts 
the individual who was in trie dru•a-tsore on April 3 ~ 19·G8, She 
advised that the individual in the store wa:ii gener::t-lly 
of the same age as GALT, had the same color hair, and 
similar type complexion. ·Photograph of GAL? appe~ed to 
resemble the individual i.n t.he manrLer of bu ld i(l a ge~eral way. 
She advised that she is ,~nable to say if th:.s is, ~k~. ~tune 
person who was in the store. She cou.ld not· say 'Whetber the 
facial characteristics depicted in the photogr,aph are similar 
to the man who made the purehas:~. She advised she does not 
have a good recollection of the p&J;$0n.., and nay be able to 
identify this individual if she were it© see him in person .. 
She could not comment regarding the eyes, nos~, and other facial 
characteristics depicted in the photograph as\she does not know 
if they are similar to the customer who purchased the Gillette 
razor kit. 
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On_4~/~l-9~/~6~B---at Memphjs, Tenne$see File # ---'M==E----=4-=4_--=1=9-=8--=..7 ___ -..--

by SA ANDREW SLOAN/raj Date dictated ___ 4___,/'---1_9:::.../_6_8 __ _ 
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YO~K ARMS COMPANY 
162 SO'lUJTH MAIN STREET 
MEMPHIS 2 TENNESSEE 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A~p_r_i_l_2_5_,_1~98_1 __ _ 

Mr$ RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTERP 4844 Durbin Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, a salesman at the York ArllS Coapany, 
162 South Main Street, Memphis, was shown a group of pictures 
taken on different dates of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI No. 405 942 G~ 
Mr~ CARPENTER said of the picture of RAY taken March 28, 1955, 
that he could not eliminate this as being a picture of tbe 
individual to whom he bad sold a pair of Bushnell binocular• 
on April 4, 1968~ He said that the purchaser of the binoculars 
did not have any beard or mustache but bis facial feature• 
resembled those in the March 28, 1955, photograph of RAY. 
CARPENTER said the 1968 picture of JAMES EARL RAY, as shown 
on the current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks ■ore like tbe 
binocular purchaser than any picture he bas seen to date. 
CARPENTER mentioned that be does not recall a protrudiq left 
ear of the customer and did not note any scar on his face. lie 
said he could not positively identify this 1968 piQture of 
JAMES EARL RAY as being a picture of the binocular~purchaaer 
above mentioned, but he believes that it is. · ·. 
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INVESTX@ATITO~ AT OR NEAR 
THE LORRAINE MOTELii 
MEMPHIS 2 TENNESSEE 
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F.RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO. 

Date April 16 p 1968. · 
l 

Mrs. NORMAN (GEORGIA M.) .DAVIS 9 733 Cecil Avenue 9 
Louisville, Kentucky 9 was interviewed at her residence. She 
furnished the following information~ 

-----~-
She is a Kentucky State Sena·tor from the 33:ir:·d 

District of Louisville~ Kentucky. She is also a Bo2rd member 
and Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Kentucky Chl'C'istian 
Leadership Conference (KCLC) which is affiliated with the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). 

Mrs. DAVIS in the company of Mrso LUKIE WARD ~nd Rev. 
A.D. WILLIAMS KING of Louisville, Kentucky, were in Mempbis 9 
Tennessee at the Lorraine Motel on April 4P 1968. Their pur­
pose was to participate in a march scheduled in Memphis 9 

Tennessee for April 5, 1968, to be led by the late Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. DAVIS volunteered the following as back­
groul!lld data concerning the activities of herself 9 Mrs. WARD and 
Revo A.D. WILLIAMS KING immediately prior to their visit to 
Memphisp Tennessee. 

On March 23p 1968, Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD left 
JLouisville 9 Kentu.cky 9 traveling in Mrs. WARDvs Cadill~c automo­
bile9 to go to Florida for a vacation. On the night @f March 
23 9 1968 9 they stayed at a Holiday Ill'llfill Motel 1!1tear Birmingh.amp 
Alab~ma 9 possibly located on liighway 31" The next d~y they drove 
to Florida where they stayed at a Howard Johnson Motel in the 
vicinity of Fort W~lton Beach. On Milllrch 25 9 1968 9 tlb.ley drove to 
Pa~~m~ City 9 Florida 9 where they rell'llted kitchenette #4 of the 
Treasures Island Motel which was operated by BUD HASTIN~S and 
his wife FRANCES. These individuals also owned the nearby 
Sunglow Motel. When Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD occupied kitchenette 
#4 at the Treasures Island Motel, no other individuals were 
occupying the motel. 

Om1 Ap:iril 1 9 1968, Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING of Louis­
ville flew to Panama City and was met at the airport by Mrso 
WARD and Mrs. DAVI.S 1 and on that datep he occupied the kitchenette 

on __ 4_-_1_5_-_6_8 __ ~ Louisville, Kentucky File # LS 44..,947 

by ---=S.:..::A'---'-'W=A=R=R=E=N.;__;::L=· ."----'W="A=L=SH=':=---'-'-W=La..:.;W..;_/...;;.dc..:s;..___ ______ Date dictated __ 4_,_""_l_6_ao6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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LS 44 .... 947 
2 

• • 
next to #4 at the Treasures Island Motel believed to be #5. 

About 9:30 a.m.p April 3 9 1968 9 Mrso WARD 9 Mrs. DAVIS 
and Rev. KING left Treasures Island Motel in Mrs. WARD's auto= 
mobile for the purpose of going to Memphisp Tennesseep to parti= 
cipate in the scheduled April 5, 1968 9 march. Mrs. WARD left 
some of her clothing in kitchenette #4 at the Treasures Island 
Motel as she planned to return ~o the motel after the march for 
further vacationingo Mrs. DAVIS does not believe that the ownem 
of the motelp the HASTINGSp knew at the time Mrs. DAVIS and her 
comp?.~ions left the motel that they were going to Mempbis 9 but 
the HASTINGS did know that Mrs. WARD planned to retur!Ill in a few 
days to the motel. 

Mrs. DAVIS later learned that when Mrs. WARDP because 
of the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 dlecided imot .: to further 
vacation in Florida and had flown to Panama City on.April 6p 
1968 9 to obtain the remainder ~f her clqthing 9 that Mic'. and 
Mrs. HASTINGS had expressed some displeasure to M~so WARD. 
about having as guests Mrs. WAIID 1 Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.Do 
WILLIAMS KING. Mrs. DAVIS believed the HASTINGS origi~ally 
came from Birmingham and recalled that Revo A.D. WILLIAMS KING 
used to pastor a church there. 

Mrs •. DAV:U:S and Mrso WARD all1ld Rev. KING arrived in 
Memphis 9 Tell1lnessee from Panama CityP Florida 9 and registered 
at the Lorraine Motel ~t about l aomop April 4p 1968" Rev. 
KING and M~s. DAVIS did the registering and Mrso DAVIS occupied 
Room 201 and Mrs. WARD Room 207. · 

Immediately upon their arrival at the Lorraine 
Motel ll Mrs. WARD 9 Mrs. DAVIS and Rev .. A .D. WILLIAMS KING started 
making inquiry of other guests at the motel as to the where­
abouts· of Rev. KINGvs brother 9 Dro MARTIN LUTHER KING. He could 
not be located at the motel all1ld HOSEA WILLIAMS remarked that 
Dr. KING was at a strategy meeting at a churchp the name of 
which Mrs. DAVIS recalls as the Church of the Mimim~l Sal~ry 
(Phonetic). Mrso WARD 9 Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. KING then went to 
the church but Dr. KING was not there. Rev. 'ANDREW YOUNG and 
some other people 9 identities not known to Mrso DAVIS but 
appearing to be possibly local pastors and ministers 1 were hold­
ing a meeting at the church. A man called 'lvCABBAGE 0v was speak= 
ing at the meeting when Mrs. DAVIS and :her companions ~rrivedp 

~. 
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3 

• • 
but Mrs. DAVIS and her compaunio!IT!s did not stay at the meeting 
upon learning Dr. KING was not there Mrs. DAVIS and her com­

. panion.s went to a smaller room in the ch1U1rch where they met' 
Rev. JESSE JACKSON from Chicago 9 Illinois and conversed with 
Rev. JACKSON for a few minutes. 

Mrs. DAVIS and her companions thereafter returned to 
the Lorraine Motel arriving about 3 a.m. 9 and the three of them 
went to Room 207. Her~ they conversed among themselves with 
the d~or to the motel room open for about an hour or an hour 

ww.iw, and a 111~].f :at which poi.nt Mrs. DAVIS happell'lle'd to observe a taxi 
cab 9 identity mot recalled, arriving ~t the motel ~nd to depart 
from the c~b Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 Rev. RALPH ABERNATHY 9 

and Rev. BERNARD LEEo Mrs. WARD immediately went out an4 in-
vited the three individuals into Room 207. Doctor KING and-~ 
his compa!l'llions joined Mrs. DAVIS and her companions in Room _________ 
207. After approximately five minutes Revs. ABERNATHY and. . 
LEE left the room, presumably to go to their own rO)oms. Mrs-:----::-­
DAVISP Mrs. WAIU), Dr. KINij and Rev. KING remained i~ Room 207 
until 2-1bout 5 a.m. when Dr. KING leftp advising he w~s going to 
Room 306. 

During the conversation by the·above individuals in 
Room 207 no one made any mention of indic•tion that they were 
fearful of ~ny attempt·oeing made that day o~ Dr. KING 9 s life. 

After Dr. KING left Room 207, Mrs. DAVIS also left 
tbe room and went to Room 201. About one-half hour laterp 
Dr. KING came to Room 201 and visited with. Mrs.· DAVIS for about 
an hour 9 the talk consisting of general mattersp Mrso DAVIS 
remembering specifically that during this time she :mentioned, .·_ 
to Dr. KING that Miss KATHERINE PEDIN of Kentucky was running 
for u.s. Senator from Kentuckyp and Dr. KING indicated he had 
met Miss PEDIN as she had interviewed him as a member of the 
President 0 s Commission on Civil Disorderso Also during this 
visit Mrs. DAVIS told Dr KING that in view of the.march in 
Memphisp Ten~essee having been rescheduled from April 5 to 
April 8~ 1968 9 Mrs. DAVIS would probably not remain in Memphis 
over the weekend 9 but would return to Louisville. H~wever 9 Dr. 
KING asked that before Mrs. DAVIS made a final decision he 
would like to talk to her further about this but that he had 
to leave as he had a strategy meeting planned in Room 306 at 
8 a.m. 9 April 4, 1968 9 and he anticipated he would re=contact 
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• • 
her about her decision. about noon. 9 April 4 9 1968. ~ 

Shortly after Dr. KINI'. left Room 20lp Mrs. WARD 
joined Mrs. DAVIS in Room 201 where they had coffee and con­
versed until about noon when. Mrs. WARD left. About 1 p.m. 
or 1:30 p.m. Dr. KING returned to Room 201 and advised Mrs. 
DAVIS that he needed to relax for a short while and left 
Room 306 so as not to be bothered unless import2nt matters 
occurred. From Room 201 Dr. KING phoned Room 306 and spoke 
with Rev. LEE advising Rev. LEE as to his whereabouts and 

·...,. inf@rirmed Rev. LEE he did not want to be disturbed unlesis 
it was a~ important matter. While in Room 201 on. this cccasion 
Dr. KING made several pho~e calls using a credit ~~rd. Mrs. 
DAVIS recalls that Dr. KING phoned his secretaryp DORA McDONALD, 
in Atlanta? Georgiap and also made a call to New Ycrkp identity 
of person called not specificailly remembered .. by Mrs. DAVJISs, but 
possibly being a STAN LEVINS~N (phonetic) or a (First Name 

'Ulillkrmown) WACHTEL (pholrlletic) as Mrs. DAVIS had heard Dro KING 
speak of these individuals. 

' 
Thereafter as Dr. KING was just dialilillg his m~th~-----

in Atlanta 9 Georgia 9 Rev. A.Do WILLIAMS KING came into Room . 
201 and Dr. KING arud Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING conversed with 
their mother telephonically for a few minutes. About 45 
minutes later Revs.ABERNATHY and LEE came to Room 201 and Mrs. 
DAVIS then phoned Mrs. WARD Z&nd invited her to Rocm 201~ Mrs. 
WARD did come to Room 201. 

Shortly after Mrs. WARD 9 s arrival in Room 201 9 Mrs. 
WARD left to pick up some cleaning for Mrs. DAVIS at a laundry 

·and dry cleaning store, name not recalled 9 located at Beale 
and Third Streets in Memphis. Mrso WARD had taken the cleam= 
ing to th:is location earlier on April 4~ 1968 9 for Mrs. DAVIS 9 

probably about 10 aom. and as Mrso DAVIS recalls 9 she had b~en 
accompanied on that occ~sion by Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS K-ING . 

• 
During the absence of Mrs. WARD from R(Q)om 201 9 

CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGEP the attorney fr<0m Chicago 9 and Revo ANDREW 
YOUNGp c~me to Room 201. Mrs. WARD returned from her visit 
to the lauJilldry very shortly thereafter~ making a total of 
eight individuals in the room. The above eight individ~ls 
conversed generally until about 5:45 p.m.pwhen Dr. KliMG ai1Du1ounced 
that he was going to dinner at the home of Revo BILLY KYLES 
in Memphis and he invited Mrs. DAVIS to join him for dinner 
at the ReverendQs home. She advised him that she would lll\eed 
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about 15 minutes or so to freshen up and he s;ta~ed he would 

· go to his room and freshen up and wait for hero·' Mrs o DAVIS 
had just completed her prepara,tion for leaving for di'lllllnler be­
cause she recalled that she was standing in front of a mirror . · 
with her raincoat on taking a last look as to her appearance 
when she heard a shot. She was stunned for just an instant 
but then immediately went outside the room and heard .someone ... 
yell Dr. KING had just been shot. She looked up towmrds · · · 
Room 306 and saw what she is convinced were Dr. KING'~· ·feet 
on the balcony protruding slightly over the edge •. There was· 
considerable confusion and panic and polir,e arrived almost 

., ,vn• •·immediately o Mrs. DAVIS cannot be entirely certain of 
immediate events following, but as she recalls Rev. JACKSON· 
was in the motel courtyard at the time she-ent out of Room 201 
as was Mrs. WARD. Mrs. DAVIS immediately proceeded up to,, 
where·Dr. KING was lying and remained in that vicinitj Q~tJl . ' 
Dr. KING was taken away in an ambulance which Mrs. DAVIS ~sti_; .· ; : 
mates was approximately 10 minutes after she had heard J~r,,shoto;''i. 

. ' ", ,1: 1,· ,· ,, . 

. ~s. DAVIS can recal 1 no incident which she obse.rved .. 
after coming out of Room 201 after the shot had been fired which 
.she feels hais amy bearing on ascertaining the identity of the 
individual responsible for the• shot. 

After Dr. KING had been taken from the motel in an 
ambulallllce, Mrs. DAVIS recalls that Rev. JACKSON was~n the 
courtyard and gave a press statement.· Thlereiafter Mrs. DAVIS 
went to the motel office where slhle found Mrs. WARD who waEt -.____ · 
orderillllg coffee. Then Mrs. DAVIS and a man Mrs o DAVIS recall~ 
as a HAROLD MILLER, possibly a local minister from Memphis or 

..... __ _ 

Atlanta, went to Room 207 to advise Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KINCf'of-·~ 
the shooting of his brother. Rev. KING was asleep and they · · 
did not succeed in awakening him. Thereafter Mrs. WARD came 
to Room 207 and Mrs. DAVIS and the man she believes was named 
MILLER left the room. 

Later on the night of April 4, 1968, possibly around 
· 8:30 p.mo someol!1le 9 Mrs. DAVIS did not know who 9· felt that Mrs. 

WARDP Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING should IIN)t spend 

r,:_:4:;_f:~};,, J •. • i!;I~e:!!1~! :!c:~~= :!;h! 1~!h!!e a~ri~!0 ~i!~!e ~f 
11!!e:r:6;n g 

. ,, out to the home of Rev. KYLES. After arrival at this home, 
it was decided again by someone not kn.own to Mrs o DAVIS ;tha t 
Revo KING would remain at Rev. KYL;ES that evening but that 

' 
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Mrs. WARD and Mrso DAVIS should spend the evening ~ta 
Howard John.son Motel in Memphis. Mrs. WARD and Mrs. DAVIS 
together with individuals not now recalled went to the Howard 
Johnson Motel where Mrs. WARD registered for the two of themp 
but the plans again changed as Mrs. DAVIS recalls HOSEA 
WILLIAMS indicated that Mrs. DAVIS and her companions should 
return to the Lorraine Motel for the evening. Mrs. WARD and 
Mrs. DAVIS were then driven in Mrs. WARD 0 s car by an unknown 
individual back to the Lorraine Motel where they entered Room 
201. A short time later Rev~ KYLES brought Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS 
KING back to the motel at which point Mrs. WARD left Roroim ·2.01 o 

Mrs. DAVIS sp,ent the remainder of the night by hierself in 
Room 20lo 

On Friday morning 9 April 5p 1968 9 Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS 
KING left the u»rraine ·Motel to go to the ~irpo.lt"t to meet the 
wife of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING who was arriving in Memphis'on 
tlllat morning. 

Mrs. WARD and Mrs. DAVIS left° Memphlis 9 Tenl!llessee, 
about 9 a.m. 9 April 5j 1968p and drove to Atlanta 9 Ge~rgiao 

Mrs. DAVIS a1dvised tlha t d1rnring her stay in Memphis 11 

on April 4 = 5 9 1968 9 she personally had received no threats 
against her life nor does she lllave any knowledge of'''anyoltlle 
~t the Lorraine Motel being specific:ailly threateimed on that 
OCCaSiOJrlo 

• 
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.ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI. 

1i\~J1t:':iUL JLG" 1L968 Date --~-· ___ ,_, ____ _ 

1,11:s, L\':,f'ER l:'. ((ttlCPIJ'L~, P.e) -~'iiAFD, :El!l:Bo kri..ir.u·i;j;ln JJ,s 
Lukie WardQ 2540 Farn~·Jtill 9 Lau1s7illie 0 Ke~tucky, was inter­
viewed in the office 01 the Federal Bureau cf I~vestigation. 
(:FF!tp t(O)uisviJ.llle9 Kentucky, E<lndl :f'u~.rr·rnlishAtd! t:~,e f©LJL@w1trug 
inf(l):.nruE-1 ti.on : 

rc0>1t' the ]P'•'.J\s t :s:<Bveir.'ml yct.1,t1rs :sihe has s,<e1.t''"lf®(Ql as ;;1,dimillilis.., 
trative assista~t to Revsr®~d A.D. t!!L!A~S KtNG of i4U1sville 9 

Ken ttsll-t:lk y, .aw.ndli!!i% se,ciretarrj of the Ke:;m t\UJr;k:t Ctnr·iL:"': 1tJ.Z\'l'tl L~iHfter-sh.1p 
CcDference (KC:t~ at Louisville, Kentuck;- ~~ ~ff1]1ate of the 
Set:! i :r,,/. 'I"' I;, C.lt.lll'' i.s; i, ira•. iTil (,(;.1.JidirfJ rsi lJjJ i r- (Cifli f (tH1''.M(t(s;;,:e '( f;C L, (, I. 

A1 b"2•U\ t :m io::td. g)r, t ~ r,.1r i .[ :R 1, ]. !:.lio>& 0 •.DJ:ir -='"l itillD.>lf 1r; .U. y ·t !me :rt're~ f te:ir 
«};]1 :\:;;;Jf' !J. JL 4 9 ]. 9Jf\:ij; 0 ' 

1,f r•~;. WA.BI~ il.~"11 tlrtrf;J i·::~Jllmj,CYB\Jr-ilY @1t -"TI'~} C (C;"E0R(a A 
.FA'V!S CJf t.o~·,u1i~1v i.1.Re" Kermt\ltt":ky 9 rn · Dvrm:irdt m~:1,mlr-•1(:.Jlt (O>f' thE1 KCLC a:r::t1il.1 
~1 Kei:n tu.cJqf :~: t.:m te. Si01irI:::a11'.,(Q.)%' fK \v11r.::, L1CHJL L:;,; ~ 1 ll \ t:) '° .a1. nd t hceJ Pt.rvi1 t'el!J1d 
iloP .. l'l:ITL~_[in!S KL~~~-, CO)f 1K.C~1C :a1rn1r,:Jl JPi,a,s:tLrO)lr' rrnf 1t.he Z::t0im1 Eai,tpit:i~t 
Cit:\1.U',t'C er.; 1:rn t o.u is\>' td le ? 'lfll!''l't" i v~~rJ! Jura !'i1f-'JID11,f,)h, :ll. ~~ 0 T~! n.111.lr?:s::se® 9 i. n ~1~::·s , 

! WARD's 19e7 Cmd1lli~. ~e~ring l9f~ Kentucky lic~~se K79=447. 
'k"j~,13 pu.1t'POlSi':) :::)f the Ji.·~-, v1:.s:1t tlii :;Jc-:2,)f':'l'r·.•h,.i"', -- 'le:rme:s~w::if:l WJ'.:E, to _ir,,arti= 
C1L)P•~ 11 e .1! n :;,1, ~,r.r,1rf;:,J:l\J lie1rqj l:1BiX'1(:fr\ trit•.£:1\~·e 4))[,; :, JP.ln_ I ::'j\ .' R 96a lt,e,» b~i JJed 
hy Y,_,t fj J\ 1r;•',1' j(<I(; ]" ~"''iT'1'..,'ih D ;.'" 'i, Yr'' ?t: ', ... ,·:·,,.".,""."' .. , ·ri'• ._\,,-,\,; __ '.i1:\,'"'.,.·, .:".> :,~,_,,.~.,,_,.,_, ,-:;i'"l•'!11'1\'\-' ')' -,,, ·,1 '"·"''~ ----------1.l.J,• .t-:·.!...,,, •. · ..... .l~r:.i.~,1.\• •. __ 1 1J.J .... ln ~i..-t,J·,- 9 ,:.,,, 8 .l.!V , -..l/:-::.... _1 -~_,.v.lc1 .. :11:A..!_j.l.M:.vlls.:.!~----

t'8;§":Jl~llffr'{..1;il] JI:~ thit:1 ;e)'lllc'.1illir'.'.t•: \o!«:H.~L:! (,}11,::r .. 1,;JyJir~.g r(!,(Q\m,'€;, 2Q:il. ;fil.0.d! 2(1)70 

\-L\".'.f::o i'tAP:/: tdlH'll ~•trl»t !.l(Q:)i1,;'<!;• l1':,rf:) !'.(),1)"/t>J.1i:rlj(f'J '\f 1!}tf-'<•U frr:'<Q,m 
thr;, tlL'll)1e <s:>:,f tLE-,t cairtr 1u;,·31Ji vJ.1m 11.t L :,JJ i Q,f.::J" th~: slml<.'.;1(0,ting: 1i))f J)1r ,, WART'IN 
r i?J':~'LR. Ki; ~r .1, 1t: l ihr:, h?'l!(QYtE? .t B, t ai. b((~u it ~, r Oro, , c/!:n; A JP· 1r JL 1 ,~ \' JI 96~ , 
~! .r.:C 1H ;1 t t. ,D; H'' ~,;-;n,;?i Q((·.,( &1 ,~ l ro:,J,J " '7 J,t, J.L ;s::: Wt;t :S: 1l. :rn t;r,1 e1 a\ l: tr.e: A' ffili.O>(cI:J1; ICn· J.,_p:t' .i l . 4 9 
l .r<;it:::8 ·rr" ·,,;1..11 ··iy-,,..,1·tr...ii '1' :r,-"" , .. ,,..,,~ 'f ;'{,,,,·" 'i·r'-li."'~-, l1i;,,J.'t- ·" ls.-.. """""t""l·_ ·t,,,.,, 
.~\') ""':'! f·\'l1~;~J.J1.UJ1..}fl' J .. ;.,.\\),,.(~ ~l\/t_ '·'-'' t;"r:,/jll.';<r,' -~,.11..!t,t;::1.- 1.I. , 1'._).~.;!,!'»,;, ,{~~·-r·t',;,(! .Jb'---~- ,.\, :l,,1.eJr:l ,'11!i.~ ~- V 

g·co to :,:, lr:JEJ:Fi\.l'.'.'0/y JLcai u:nHdl:,r-y" e;w;,ac t .iL@c<ffi t h'))Lt'<l 1miot 11'.'e:c:ai l:JLe& 9 lbt~ t the 
lfilr'llUr.e (Q)f t.he ]i3H.l!l.l'i!lCl['Y (i\(:)j~i1Jw'eid! to bt) 0:I1(fii~-Somr- sf:a.i.rr·t;j_Jmlzi1mgo Tille 
·purpose cf har going to the ]au~dry ~~s to pick up some clothes 
th~t W!if>Jre t.l'J1it21ll'e 1re,•.a1\0\y fo1e <alt>)l.ive.1.ry to; ;\f,;r,s.;~ CEOFX1IA. !\~VI.S:, When 
Mz's'c 'WAF..D :tff!.lJ['llH::"l(Ci 1,.['(;i,l(1r.1 1th,& !t'11ULUdl.!ry, S:hB .](Q).lirt,eid :al g'1'(Q)'lP thR.t ------
•,,;;1.as g:Bltir:i:eredl :il.n P1c}(Q)l::i:L 'ZOJL vif the Lca>1t'lf:ali1rH:°'l ~1otelo AS'. ~:r:~e ~:mrrs-
t ·,~- ci, .1' ,,.. .,--i( '- ~ ;, ,; ,.;;, "'!'.1 ", "'-' -i, ,,.., 1t jt. "" .!!" ""'''°'""' SS,' ,,, ~ ·' f!) . r·'j,.., \ /, ,1 'V '':" '· " " '·.: ,r-;.;:· r ~--~'- i, D 

.ILV~ ll..U~• "ii ..A- ~'-',,,SA),.J.. ~ M,.,H, •1•ill.'{,,-, ~V~l/1.!., '(f'IJ~•= ~ ;..i.l. er--. ,.~ .. ,If'~ J..~~:. ,: :,• J,'•.). ,,, . ..._: 1 ,.i.\ :t\ ,., , .' i) ,.;,1 ]:'i • Q 

F . f Ds\i' l,·.J "G•'''il"''j,•,•,is•,,._. T'.-")" .,,,,,,., .•• ,[''<" ~-,-r'\'·"·v.- ,,.., . C'--'11"\,."l''T·"· €!'\: , •. 1-_, , .• F•.~ ,-u,r-.,, ,_.\ ..i, • n -~ 
9 

T'l t', t· , 1.--. .\ i :_ ,~·, :. ,1 ~ ·,,.)•:,;,._ ·. 
9 

.:, \\, t.(CM.Cltl}i~: y . r:. ,. : 1' 'l. ._: 

I:EKH r PCF) P\ev ~- FEK\i [-'f:C ~- EE <J B\"HY O A" I?' \; "; .X, I .i,":-i-5 r-:!7-1<~ .. i:l.n.tl \fr~. 
"GE OFG r /1. 'f.: 4 '\? 7T .S. 

S:A ';~\!1.P.F.f.)1: :, ~ vnH.~S.H i,L W/cdis ,;J;.=26~€:8: 
by ------------------------Date dictated----------
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The above giro\Ulp rentNi.ned. together eng~g.ing in just 

general conversation until approximately 5~40 p.m., April 4 9 

1968p at which ~ima the group.decided that they would go ~o • 
dinner~ and the individuals left to go to their various rooms 
to freshen up for dinner. Mrs. WARD left Boom 201 in the 
company of Rev. A.D. WILLIA¼S KING and the two of them went 
to Room 207,, Revc AoD. WJlLJAMS KfNG 'had part~ke1rn of some 
alcoholic beve.t·ages during the aftex·1moon ~ndl hlad d1ec.ided to 
rest r~ ther than join the group f'ol" di1nmer ~ App.ri<Qlximi.altely 
15 = 20 minutes after arriving in Room 207 at which time Rev. 
A.D. tc..111:TI.i,JAMS KING w:ais sleeping, Mrs. WARD heard a shot. 
She im.media te ly ope!I1leidl the dlo(Q)t.' to the roxo)m ~imd! Jl.@(Q)ked out and 

• .. heard someoll'lle yell that D.r. MARTIN LJJTHER KING lhl:md just been 
.. shot. The ~ews st1lll:mirned Mrs. WARD a.rnd whiJLe slhle cam !!1\<0t be 

exactly certain of lhler e,i;act mio>veme!l1lts i.m.mediately thereafte~------
as she rec~lls upolDl bearing the Dews she briefly re=entered . 
Room 207 a-iirnd then :il.mmed!i~te].y went out into the courtyard of 
the motel. There w~8 much confusio~ ~nd police were immediately 
in the a:irea. M.rs. WJH~n (!)bseirvecd! ~MJ>tb.ing wh.ich g:aive heir amy 
indic~tio~ ~st@ the p@ssible ide~tity of the i~divi~ual ~es= 
ponsible for tlhl_e shoilJ!ting. Mrs. W.ARD recall.'.§l that sfuie dlid not 
advise Rev. Ao D. W!LlJIAMS K!NG @.f' the §h.(('}J(Q)till1lg of lmis b:r·otner 
uDtil about 20 minutes after the incident occurred. Rev.-KtNG 9 s 
re~ction w~s one of extreme grief and he~ve no indication th~ 
he had a.my .ideai ~s t@ Une idell1\ ti tr <QJf tlh1e persom resp~irusible. 

As M~s. WARD rec~lJLsp ~omeoll1\e~ s,pecific i~e~tity 
not imow recalJLed. 9 thouglhlt it best tllTJ:mt Mrs:. W.ARD 9 Mrs. n~_ ~---· 
and Rev. A .Do WILL,IAMS KING n.ot rem~in the rem:min.dleI'_.@¥ the 
night of April 4 = 5 1 Jl.968 9 ;ait the Lorr-airie Motel. Accordinglyp 
2t about 10 p.m. they left the moteLand went to the home of a 
Rev. WILLIAM KYtES who:m Mrs. WARD be1l i.eves is im minister in 
Mmrtphiso Rev. KYLES or s«:Pmeone suggested thialt Rev. A,.Do WILLIAMS 
KING remain at his home that evening ~nd that M~so WARD and Mrs 
DAVIS obtain motel acco:mmo,~.a t iCll1lllS at a l!llearby H@ward Soh1rnson vs 
Motel. Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD did. go to such <ffi motel ~nd 
Mrs. WARD registel!"ed in the. motel, but just fills she d.ld so HOSEA 
WILLIAMS who was preseint !ffit t;itlle time dec1<dled! that Mrs. WARDp 
Mrs" DAVIS an.d Rev. A~D. WILLIAMS KING SJh(Q)uld go back to the 
Lorraine Motel ~nd spelllld the rest of tlhle niglhrt o They did this,. 
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~.rs. W.ARD and Rev. ,A oDo WILLIAMS KING being in P,(Q)(!J)m 207 aind 
Mrso DAVIS occupying F:oom 201. En route Mrs. WARD had stopp~d 
at a drug store ~nd purch;ased some sleeping p:ills wht~h she 
administered to 'the Rev. KING ~ind Ml's. DAVIS because of their 
extremely excited conditicn. 

Mirs. WARD, commented that s:he pos;s<aSi,s.w~s rrn.o informa ti(OJrJJ. 

which she feels might assist in identifying the individual res­
ponsible for the sh(QIOting of Dr. MARTIN L'L~HER KING, JR. 
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iC:UC:t<AL. l:)Ut<l:AU Ur INVl:::STIGAI ION 

• 1. 
• Date _.~_"P_ilr_1_, :_l _1_6_v_l_9_6_8 __ _ 

',! .,.., ~(lC-~'1-Pft n :"ft~rp•f'·'.'if·"FA u ·, w;:1,pir, ct,1.;o· l~rl"S\n. --:-- 1. ;-o • ,;. !'! .._,, !i''": "" L , '\ .,_; ._:,,,.,,"", .•. ,1 !;, I,', o : •••. , ·,,; V {,i .,~~ .11\.VliY,'~ ~jl ;i:,\8, 

Lukie Ward, 2540 Ransdell, L~uisvillGp Kentucky, telepbo~ically 
furnished the following informatio~: 

Since being intervle~ed on April 15v 1968 9 'i\J1t'So W,AEL 
reca:iills th,lt iirn ~aidditiotm to le:av:ing the trevr·:.tt<,~1tt]e ;.,~(Q)tel iirll the 
afternoon of April 4. 196H, she h~d left the motel on that date 
on one other occasion. This was duriITTg the morning, believed 
to 'be ~Jr'ound 11 ~. m. ? whe1~ she to,raik fto::1flle c]..s.:amirmg .f'OTf 'l1r,s;, 
r,EORGIA DAVIS to the ne~rby cle3ltriiers; the 0111!e--,Hou.:r, M'.3\rtini.zing 0 

On thig @CC,B.,Bli.lQ!Jli~ '.E,ru•<:'l W8\S 8',t-.~:;,.©m)r\?~:rd.eirl! by the Rev. A.lto WILLIAMS 
KIN:.~: ,1:ii,,~a't,J.Se t-H'M:9 .irecai 1l. Ju;; th:~ t ~.'S she was 1,,~k:ing the cJLef:l.ID.d.ng 
into tht€l cle'11.n•;~:irs 1 Rev" K IC:\C~ purchased! :a;ome biiee.1r f11 om1 ;ai store 
l:rJca ted diaigorrrnlly a~!'(!)SS the C(l).Jr'iil\'fH'.' f1rom tJt1\e clei"l!fil'.-.;;;.n:•~. 

~.1JtS. w.\Rfl! .allS<Ol !a!dlvisedl th,@t she aindl Mrs. DAVIS :fl.rn.ci! 
Rev. A9D. WILLIAMS KINGu prior to t~eir arrival i~ ~e~phis, 
Tet.i~"'l e~see. :Bl bicD1Ul t. ll"1,i d!lTII. i gh. t 9 A;!).t' i 1 ,'.] 0 l 9 68 0 t-i11Ml b,.(;lif:~i~, v.J, r:. ~ it- i ir.tn i ng 
ilt'll ?:aifilL,'.',nTl~l City, fl<Q)J'].d:P~') lt t.he TK•e;J!,;:;:~tr·es Is.iaftid ~.',\])t-Alo They 
:had d!r i ven to ~.ffe,e:mphis in Mt''S" W.-lPD' cs fiHJ.t 1t<oi~'1'i't01bile fK' Clm Fl©J:t.' id BJ~ P:rior 
t0> Ji,.::1a,;dng th.ie r;'JLoi•i<dn ro:tf'.lJ \fil'.'S G WARD h·tl',d Jrncr;;tii'i€d M.1rs. fF;:lNCES 
BAST!Xt;.s wJno 9 t©g,e ther with h;enc !buf:it,.fi, :rn::dl, «2l:1til"llill the :mJotel 9 tn,i t 
th~y we;r-e de1:vEJ1rti:mg bu1t th'.!ilt ~he 9 lv!t't'-,,. WAF.D~ wo,ulrd .ll'.'~twrn 
shor~ly for ~bout a week's stay. Mr~. WABD inadvertently told 
Mt"S e HA.STIN(iS t.h\~ t '!':d]e ,'.tl:n:dl rue:r crn'IUr~~i\Jll i())lf,1::; we1ce g<0l.1ng tci E ll!.".m.ing= 
t::~t,m, Mns:. , .. ,t;,Ft1 :tr·ecalls 1tihtalt wheti.t t:he ?.cd hfH:' ,.c0;mp:am10ID1s wer1 e 
1rneca.rl.'V haiil fwaiy to Mrt-::mphig t.ir.1-a t ~Jh.€: ~··em,£1rnbe1r·e<& th'.ll t tihte lh.i'.aid 
erro~eously told Mrs. H~STINCS they were going to Birmingham. 
She fuels that she made this mistake in th~t sha had earlier 
ta lkedl to the HA.STltNGS ,i;;ib.o h:md told her theJ,Y wer·e oJI'lgilll:aiJLly 
from DirmingbamuAlabam~. · 

Aftiei:r D.n:·. K!N'G'1 s ~ssassilffi,'a. tioll':il ~ .~fir's. 'WARD ch:airnged 
her plans about spending any further time in Florida and at 
6:50 a.m,n April 6, 1968, she flew f~om ~emphis 9 Tennessee, 
to Panama City, Flo;tid:ai ,, to get the :n:·est of' ~eir clLIOli.hes. She 
rented a car a~ the airport and drove to the motel. When she 
:aucrived! .at the mo!t.e1l. she met Mr.s. HAST!~GS who iJmiruedi2!tely 

On __ 4_-~_-1_6_._=_6_'8 __ at _L_,o_u_i_:F_;;v_1_l_l_E-J_.,,_K_e_·,n_t_'tlli_c.:,_-k_,,_y ___ File # lS 44=9,41 
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advised Mrso WARD that the motel was full alnld th.ere was no 
room for Mrs. WARD. Mrs. WARD felt this statemell1lt to be untrue 
as there appeared to be room at the motell) a~d she spoke rather 
plainly to Mrs. HASTINGS about her feeling that Mrs. HASTINGS 
did not wairnt her· ait the motel becausie she had been in the company 
of two Negroesp Rev" KING. all]d Mrs. D.A.VlS. Mrsi. HASTlNGS made 

- some co:mme:n t about tihlie1y ~ the HA.STINGS., r.·uttri .Bl r·e:spectable motels 
· Rnd Mrs. WARD repli~d that it was because the motel had that 

reputation that she and her companions had or·igin~lly decided 
to vacation the:re, --------

Mrs. WARD stated that it appeared to ber that the 
motel owirners, the HASTJNt~S] did ~@t (!)bject to h.er.·£-::1,f airud Mrs. 
DAVIS having ~ccupie~ the motel, but apparently objected to 
the preseimce in tne motel 0>f Rev$ A.Di. WILLIAMS KlNGo 

, , 

Mrs. WARD stated that mt lJ'il(.(J time d!id! e.ithelt' of the 
HASTINGS make ~ny type @f spe(;ific tlhreat to Mrso WARDD aigainst 
Mrs. WARD or her companions, but it was clear to Mr.so WARD 

'that she was no longer welcome ~t the HASTXN~S' m~tel. 

I 

Mrs. WARD JLeft P:atll1l~\;.r, ... ;;,,y by plame a,b~ut 1:30 Pem_!--.----~----
on April 6 v Jl.968 and f'.lew t~ Atlallilt~ 9 Georgi:m f) w~er~lblerwas 
met by Mrs. DAVIS o -- --- " 

J 
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1 
Date __ 4_.c./_l-'7--=-/_6_8 ____ _ 

WALTER LANE BAILEY, Owner, Lorraine Hotel-Motel, 
406 Mulberry Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that a check 
of his records reflected the following named persons as 
having been registered into his motel on either April 3 or 
April 4, 1968, or both dates: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

On 4/11/68 

GERALD HARRELL 
Room No. 10 
on April 3-4" 1968 
address: 5427 Urguhart Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

JAMES LEWIS 
Room No. 11 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 78 West Trigg Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee 

Mo JACKSON 
Room No. 12 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

R. ROGERS 
Room No. 200 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

WILLIE WILLIAM 
Room No. 201 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 810 Parson Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Ro Bo COT1'0NREADER 
Room No. 202 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 408 Third Street 

Marks, Mississippi 
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7) 

8) 

9) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

13) 

14) 

TOBIE WYNN 
Room No. 204 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 3204 St. 

Columbus, Georgia 

BERNARD LEE 
Room No. 206 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 205 (on April 4, 1968) 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

TRACY WRIGHT 
Room No. 208 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

ANDREW YOUNG 
Room No. 209 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JOHN WILLIAM 
Room No. 210 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

WARREN LARDSON 
Room No. 211 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 1076 Walton Avenue 

Dayton, Ohio 

EUGENE COURTNEY 
Room No. 212 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

WILLIAM MALONEY 
Room No. 301 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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15) 

16) 

17) 

18) 

19) 

20) 

21) 

22) 

• 

P. A. RANCE 
Room No. 303 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 200 (on April 4, 1968) 
no address given 

JAMES ORANGE 
Room No. 304 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JESSIE JACKSON 
Room No. 305 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

MARTIN KING 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

RALPH ABERNATHY 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

DOROTHY COTTON 
Room No. 307 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES LOVE 
Room No. 308 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 8231 Chancery Court 

Alexandria, Virginia 

JOSEPH LOUW 
Room No. 309 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 45 Tiemann Place 

New York, New York 
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23) 

24) 

25) 

26) 

27) 

28) 

29) 

30} 

• 

CHARLES BALLARD 
Room No. 310 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 506 Kansas Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

STERLING TUCKER 
Room No. 311 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 626 Third Street, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

SAMUEL KYLES 
312 
3-4, 1968 

704 South Parkway East 
Memphis, Tennessee 

JEAN SMITH 
Room No. 314 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

MABELLE HENDRICKS 
Room No. 315 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 767 Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES WELDON 
Room No. 316 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 111 Hunter Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

A. D. KING 
Room No, 201 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

OFFELIN RUTHERFORD 
Room No. 202 
on April 4p 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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31) 

32) 

33) 

34) 

35) 

36) 

37) 

38) 

39) 

• 

J.B. WILLIAMS 
Room No. 203 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 2510 Jackson Avenue 

Forrest City, Arkansas 

HENRY ANTHONY 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

BERNARD LAFAYETTE 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

C. A. DAVIS 
Room 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

L., B. WARD 
Room No. 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

HERMAN SWEAT 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

EARL CALDWELL 
Room No. 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JOHN HALL 
Room No. 1 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

S. MCCOLLOUGH 
Room No. 12 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
35 
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40) 

41) 

42) 

43) 

44) 

45) 

• 

---- HILL (first name not given) 
Room No. 13 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JIMER GUEMOOR 
Room No. 14 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 750 Pearl Street 

Grenada, Mississippi 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Ho VERNER 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

W. BENNETT 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

GARY MASSONI 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

JAMES BEVEL 
unknown room number 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 8407 South Ribash Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _A_p_r_i_
0

1_2_6_,_1_9_6_8 __ 

Re'ii'~if~lt1Jd SitNJl!JllilL 8 0 K1tLiE:S 1 mmilrn i§t~Ir' 
Moiruumelr1lt&1ll R~pt i5lt Ch\ml"<e lhl 9 "/\QJ4 ;~~utlh, P<ffi1rk~1~y 
resid~s ~t 2215 Sfil1ut!bl P<rttrk\W;:my ~a§t 9 M1En@phls 9 

interview ~div i~~d cfiliBl f (Q)lJLo'll!1~ ~ 

Rewe:it'~IDld K\'LES 9 IOOh(Q) lb.lac§ l iw~d i)TIJ M~mph1s for 
~pproximiartely the r:~.:;•.tl; eiig!hrt yie@11f"~ 9 .i:BJ OlTh the Executive 
Eg~;rd rof trrn~ l~@Hiffipltd,:sl, "JC~2l)l1!ih}i\i8fl,i'l'~j) !h '[))1C 'ft;lhi,(~ NartiOJruia),1 
A~:BlO\\'.::l&11ti(Q)m1 io:lt' tlhJ<el llrl\~~1;12\CBJuiiK<'~!;iir; ":,if }lee, (]NAACP) 
i!!ITTJ<d irai ~k~o, ~ KIDJtJmbJ1~1l0 i,_»f Ullt!i 1:st.i~IDJ L~~de~~lhliip 
ClQllDlfer~rn~re (SCLC) 9 'itfrn~ ).flJ©1tJt.c,>m;a] ~~:r,:,1l"it•ni:1i"S> 1Dd which i~ 
At lie), !ht cit 9 ("re lQJ:ll'." g 1.lf£ 9 cai ,rn di t ltilt'! :P!"'~ ~ \'lfl lri! 1, <D lhJ 9 t] lP mu t .i l. 
Apr 11 4 9 1968, ~ai,8; D:ir'., t~l¼~J~,t' Jl~ ~ 

Uev®1°©mdl KYLIS iE~dwi:S\"ll\11 1:ltmt. IBL Bicl!,l!fitf31,ti!O>!!l work~:rs• 
strike bJ(e,g~mi i!h M~i001phli:a;" r1'1.~11Hilt"i~:£1,"]~ 1) 1·,-£~\hi1rJlhr·~TI:'y 1~ 9 1968, ffilnd 
that shortly ffl1:ft~r itra: ~1t@!.1"it &)1 'i(ifoti~p u,f ~/(eigro m1,)l]i~ter~ in 
Memphi~ 9 in.cludi~g hi~elf 9 bJcr,rlild~d ti:;0•;2;·it•irtlhreir to form ta), group 
which adcopted tltne IDJiliJ,M'e (Of C(Q)i!IDlli!llWrility o!h1 tlhle Movie for Equality 
(COME) 9 :Jt'@1ilS1!!.1g f\1J!l'llcd!~ f(Q):t' itlhte ffs,~lrJlt:.ililt irO[lJ :§t'.ifik<ei]:'§ ~irnd 
~SJ~ ist ilnlg them iin dial ily Ki'!J:alJL"dht~[a; :filir:id tOJitlhi~:rf :Str ike=rsupport 
activity. He 1St8l:tied tln.lca\t :~:Bi (➔ ©II"ly :m!S MiffiE'ch 18 9 1968 9 he, 
along with so~ of t:he ott;'.ti.l~r O.OM~ 1,t:B81d~x':5 11 i1n1duc~d Dr., MARTIN 
LUTHER KING-ii JRe 9 ti!)) COl!IDle to M~mph:iBl ~,,Jh~re, oirn the night of 
March 18 9 1968 p h.W] g·~v~ :fil)_l] l,)11183!-) t:t' 1,!Dl:f{ iL&11lk ~it M~~O)fi Temple 
to approxim~t~ly 10 9 000 to 12; 1 oom p~(())Pl@J 9 ul"gifillg the Negro 
comm1.1u111ty @f M~mphis to \\JI(iJi;t® bI:'l~,u-Iruza ttnt~ !Bl~ll11itifiliti(Q)li! workers. 

KYLRS ~lt1ld :Ello~ oi! tht~ otJ11,1~,r co11,i1JE le~ders a1so 
ilOld\Ue;®d Dr., KING to R"®t'liJ!"IDl to M_1ff,Kl11p!hi.~ !/:])LI] t!hie miOl'!IT! ing of' 
March 28, 1968, to 1.eJad 1ili ll!ll~fsl:!'iliv® dlo.i1'¥11mt©w1rn1 ioo1~:n:>~h. in support 
of thvei Sl~Jn it~t i«:»ITTl W(Q)t'k®:tffS" 

Co~sid~r~~l® bR"®~ki~g of d~~!mt(Q)~!l'l\ ~ifilld(Q)WS and looting 
resulted during th11is lll2U:>©fml) ~fBl ci1!, !"~.'Blnlt of w!hJ1<eh KYLES stated 
th.e ~ta1nit:a1ti(Q)n ~trik~ Jt'®c®i'w®d !IT@1iti(QJim\Wici® JH1\lb)lic1ty, and 
Dr., KlNG ~gre®d to X"®ttmrrm t<QJ Mif.l!mlphl.5l j ~JLofilg w 1th other SCLC staff 
members, i!l'll eJia),l"ly Apr:il 9 HHl8 9 t<0> c([Dmdt.tmm® s111pport on behalf of 
thiei san i t~t iolDl Ymrke:ir~., 

On 4/23/68 at 

SAs HOWELL ~.. LOWE 
by ~lt1ld WILLIAM: IL LAWRlllNC1£ Wlli]LggHmihl Date dictated __ 4__,_/_2_5_.._/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Reverend KYLES recall~d tlll~t Dr .. KING actually 
returned to Memphis oITT Wed~esd~y m~rfili~g, April 3, 1968, 
with several of his ~taff as~(01CiifU.ite1tSi iJ.DJclu,ding the Vice 
President of SCLC, Reverend RALPH D0 A&~RNATHY, and his 
administrative assist~nt BERNARD LElo They all checked into 
the Lorraine Hotel ~nd Motel, 4ij6 Mulberry Street~ Memphis, 
and actually KYLES had rented Jr'ooms f(Q):11:' some of tm SCLC 
staff members under his nmmeQ He pointed out that actually 
he was registered in Room 312 of the Lorr~ine Motel as of 
April 3, 1968~ although he did n~t physically occupy this 
room and did not now rec2,ll the e.i:x1a1ct SCLC individual who 
occupied Room 312. He rec~lled th~t Dr. KING occupied 
Room 306, as did Reveire!Dld RALPH D0 ABERN~1jHY. 

He recalled that Dr. KING a~d his staff remained 
in Memphis on the night of Ap~il 3, 1968, and also remained 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968~ In ~ddition, he pointed out 
that there had been widespreimd publicity in not only the 
Memphis news media, includi~g the two daily white newspapers, 
but also on virtually ~11 of the r~dio ~nd television stations 
concerning the presence~ of Dr O KING lffirad !mis staff in Memphis 
and of the fact that they were st~ying at the Lorraine Motel. 
He stated he could not rec~ll the specific radio broadcast 
but there was at least one bro~dcastp possibly more, which 
even gave the room number~ n~mely Room 306, in which Dr. KING 
was staying in Memphis, ~nd th~t this information was readily 
available to anyone who tended to r~1a1d 'the newspaper or took 
the time to listen to the r~dio news broadc~stso In other 
words, he said it was no secret ~s to where Dr. KING was 
staying" 

Reverend KYLES recalled th~t he personally went 
to the Lorraine Motel 1att fillpp:roximiffitely 3 :30 p.,m., on April 4, 
1968, and recalled tlhl~t the Oper~tio~ Breadb~sket band, 
a singing group of the SCLC • Wia.1,~ relhlea1:!C'sing in one of the 
rooms in the motel, this group beimg l~d by BEN BRANCH,a 
former music teacher of Mem.ph.1s, 'l''emlOlessee., KYLES joined 
this group and th.ey 211 ~~ng v~rious hy!!rms ~nd SCLC songs 
until approximately 5 p .. mQ At this poin(t; 1 Reverend KYLES 
we~t to Room 306 of the Lorr~ine Motel to visit with 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 1 JR.,, ~nd R~~~re~d RALPH D0 ABERNATHY. 
He pointed out th21,t he had earlier iLtl'lf i,t~d Dr.. KING and 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his hem~ if£t 2215 South P~rkway East for 
a 8~oul dinner 0

' on the evening of April 4, 1968, pointing out 
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thl~t Dr Q KING 1a1nd Riewererndl L~BE:Rl~hi\TffY bo'ith savored 9isoul food," 
which would in«:>rm~lly coir!lsis.t of neck boITTl~:s, chitterlings, 
turra ip greens ~nd blca,ck=e yed JP6cffis, ~ l!l1d th.art his wife had 
consented to cook such~ diITTl~~r f~~ Dr. KING and his group. 
He pointed out th:at both KIN(G al!1ld A;'IEERNAtrHY hmd been reminded 
by him earlier fclh~t dinJille1r,o wcm§ '\t(QI bee ~t t1pprt0:'A:imately 6 p.m. 

He recalled th~t during th'lle approx im~te period from 
5:30 pom. to 5:55 p.mo, April 4, 1968, th~t Dre KING, 
Reverend ABERNiiTHY ig!,;ndJ Rew®'.il."i6!!1d KY!.,ES smt ~nd talked in 
Room 306 as Dr O KING and ABERNAmY dr.essed in preparation 
for the dinner appointment. At~ tim~ estimated by KYLES 
as beiing 5:55 p.m.,, c»r thetJr'(::: 0;ai,bouts, D:r., KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, the door of which faces 
west and overlooks~ swimmi~g pool ~nd parking area onto 
Mulberry Street, which is a n~rrow north=south street in 
Memphis. Dr. KINGvs room, 306, was on the second floor and 
as one walks out of the room th\eJre is a b~lcony and walkway 
area 9 the balcony having an iro~ r~il ~pproximately three 
feet high to keep ir:me from f~lling off the balcony. Dr. KING, 
KYLES recalled, stood on the b~licoi;ny and was speaking with 
various people standing iID1 the piElrki1t1g ~rea of the motel 
directly bene~th himo Oine of the perso1!11S with whom Dr. KING 
was speaking was Reverend JESSE JACKSON~ an SCLC staff member 
from Chicago, Illinoiso KYLES rec~lled le~wing Room 306 and 
going out and talki~g with Dr. KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to his house or there would not be 
enough food to s~tisfy all of them. KYLES also recalled 
that SOLOMON JONES,~ loc~l Negro who works for one of the 
f uner~l homes 11 hatd been Dr fl KING' s chiluff~tu: while in Memphis 
and that KING may h~ve wade ~om~ comme~t to JONES about getting 
the c1ar ready for their trip to thei K\"LES residence., 

Rever~~d KYLES al~o r~c~ll~d th~t at ~bout this 
period of time Reverend ABERNATHY h~d ~pplied shaving cream 
to his face preparing to t~ke i8b qu:ick &3\h<ffiwei before departing 
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were st~nding side by 
side on the balcony and he ~lso rec~lled th~t KING spoke 
to CHAUNCEY ESKR IOOE who is a!ll iirtto1°K!ley f o:lr' SCLC and who 
was in Memphis with the SC.LC ~t~ff e 
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Others recalled by KYLES oo i1rng on the ground 
level within viewing &u:u] liSittt;Hllirmg dist~nce of Dr. KING 
were Reverend JAMES L. BIVEL 9 also of the SCLC staff and 
who has recently beeIDJ living in Clhic@),go, 9 and several 
young Negroes, names not r~called 9 who had been hanging 
around and support iliilg tlhe sa1rn it~ t :ion workers strike. 
He pointed out that hie wo1Uld put the~® folks in the 
c~tregory of qvhfll!°t) Wt)1!,"[t~.~JLlLpil'l:t'!Blgv 'ii:J\hl,eli liiJ~-c,id to !~ ~lt'(('!)l!ll'lld KlNG 
~R'lld ot h~1r ittit[1'«-»rtar1;nt llJ){Bill'."l\~,0111~.,1,;t:,1~?;,. 

At t )h:i :itt ;p O i ID1 i; 
9 

E::ilJ'.;;\ ;j e' ~ :;c;l u; ,,:,a ''.)le!!, Q; (!,'))(_en i!; /rh('::'0 'It .JL ffl'l_\~ ~ ~ 

being £,1,E'Jr:flt"O~illli11&11.t,~ly 6 oic:loli::k p.,rr1m., 9 surnd t~il;~it@d th~t i'lleg 
KYLESg startEJd '!;(0) w~lk ll1lo:irtlh (cm th\1?1 ~))&llcoirny ~l~l.k'ffil~Y toward 
the old Lorrai~e Hotel portir1i1rn (◊Jf tlbJ(i2:/ ~:st~bli~!hl1ll!l1ent for 
the purpose of gett i!Dlg his c~l" 9 wbli<cht w.ms p~rk(lld on the 
parking lot. He recalled lilJl(Q)klll"Rg dtr»w!til ia1mid saying something 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who w~~ ~t~imd i~g on the ground and 
estimated that he had walked ia1pproximate:ly four door lengths 
north of Room 306 whelr! he, K1i'.LBS 9 hecmrd 31 loud but possibly 
muff led sound.. At first he t h())Ug'ht it w~s ~ ltlio ise from 
the inunediate are~ possibly c:mus~d by the b~ckf iring of 
an automobile or possibly even a l'1':iJud firecracker which 
had expl<0ded in the immediate vicinity., 

He 1was next ~cmsci(oms of ~,oe ing Reverend JAMES L. 
BEVEL who had been st~nding <0n the g~~u!Dld ~orth of Room 306 
rur»ning to the mot{>)l ~rela'!. o~i'Gensibly f«:iir cover and recalled 
some 1mniknown individual yelling in ~ loud voice, 9They've 
shot MARTIN. n At this p(Oi~t he turned around ~nd looked 
back south tow~rd the e~trm~ce of Room 306 and was next 
conscious of seei~g Dr. KlNG 9 s prone b~dyo KING was resting 
on the balcony floor with his b~ck to the floor, his face 
facing upward, his feet partially protruding through the 
grill work of the ir~n r~ilw~y, and hi~ head headed in a south­
ea~terly direction toward the pmss~g~w~y just south of Room 
306. 

KYLES conti~ued that he t©ok ~ quick glance at 
KlNG 9 s prone body after reaclh.imig ~~me ~lilld &Sii&W a gaping hole 
in what he recalled to be the rig·ht side of KING'S face 
in the cE11,rea of his ch~ek b~ne ~1md pr«:»tru.ding downward into 
his neck are~. He st~t~d th:filt ~e W'61S ltlot f ~mil iar with 
guns or gun wounds but he rsubcttti1~ciously rie~lized that the 
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noise which he had he~rd h~d ~~doubtedly been that of a 
gunshot which had ~ouITTded Dr. KXNG 0 He pointed out that 
KING 's eyes appeared to be open aind that he personally 
felt KING may still have bee~ ali~e. He was not conscious 
of anyone else near KING's body at this time and pointed 
out that he went into~ state of shock and ran rather 
hysterically into Room 306 where he attempted to use a 
teleph«:me for tlhl<e in.1il:J:'j)t0~1e:1 o:1f c/$\Jll11r~,r:; am iaHnlbrul~n(r,e. In 
the meantlm.e, ABERNATHY h:ai.dl X"llillR iov1t (Of llii,oom 306 with 
shaving cream still on his f~ce in~~ effort to see what 
had happened to Dr. KING. KYLES pointed out that in his 
confusion he was unable to pick up the phone properly to 
call the motel switchbo~rd to ~sk for ~n ambulance and 
recalled ABERNATHY running b~ck iITTto the room and telling 
him to settle down and ga.ill1l his composure as everything 
would be all right. 

KYLES came back out of the room to the vicinity of 
KING's body and was next conscious ~f seeing several uniformed 
Memphis Police officers ru.mOJilr]g O!!] fo(Q)t tow~rd the vicinity of 
KING's body and recalled ~ome (t)f them yelling, "What happened?" 
He stated that he rcecalJLed yelli.ng ~t some of th.e police 
officers to call an ambul~n~~. He was next conscious of· 
Reverend ABERNATHY learui~g over KING~~ prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get some res;pol!llsei from him and could 
recall hearing ABERNATHY say 9 v9Mf\RTIN ~ can you hear me?" 

Reverend KYLES rec~lled running into Room 306 and 
grabbing up a bedspread off one of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING'S body. He recalled that a white 
male employee of the United States Just ice Department, name 
not recalled, who had bee~ st~ying ~t the motel brought a towel 
which someone held over the large g~ping wound on the right 
side of KING's face. 

Within a few moments a~ ~mbul~nce arrived to take 
KING's body to a hospit~l and he recalled that a JOSEPH 
Louw. an Afric~n who is a photograph~r ~nd who was staying 
at the motel, took some picture~ i.n the immediate vicinity 
and that many of the people who by this time had come to the 
balcony seemed to point toward th~ west side of Mulberry 
where there is a thicket of bu~bes ~nd ~mpty land bordered 
further on the west by the b~ck side of some old two-story 
brick buildings which f~ce on Main Street and indicated in 
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their pointing and col!lm'ilents th~t th® shot probably came 
from that general direction~ In otrner words, the shot 
~~arre from the west toward the e~©lt. 

Thereafter, ~ccordi~g to Reverend KYLIS, an 
ambul~~ce crew took Dr. KING'S b~dy to the St. Joseph 
Hospital o 

Reverend KYLES looked ~ta series of photographs 
which appeared in ~Life M31glalzin~ 9 ou issue of April 12, 1968, 
some of which were taken immedi~tely ~fter the shooting of 
Drq KING and prior to the arriv~l of the ambulance and ,which 
depict Dr. KING's prone body lying f~ce up on the concrete 
walkway on t.te second floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel 
and taken by Photographer JOSEPH LOUW. He stated that the 
only people that he could identify by ~~me in the early 
photographs prior to the ~rriv~l of the ambulance were 
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SCLC stialff and some local 
unidentified Negroes who were app~reITTtly assisting in an 
effort to render immediate first ~id to Dr 0 KING 0 Reverend 
KYLES pointed out that these photographs must have been taken 
almost immediately following the shooting of Dr. KING because 
they do not show the bedspr~~d over KING's body. 

He stated that very few people actually were 
cognizant of the fact that Dro KING ~~s to be a dinner guest 
at his home on the evening of April 4, 1968; that among the 
guests who had been i~vited to his recollection were Dr. KING, 
his brother, Reverend A0 D. WILLIAMS KING 1 and two of the 
latter's companions 9 Mrso LUKIE WARD and Mrs~ GEORGIA M. DAVIS, 
both of Louisville 9 Kentucky; a~d th~t Reverend ABERNATHY 
was to have been there, as wa~ CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE. He stated 
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and HOSEA WILLIAMS 9 both of the 
SCLC staff, were also to be his din~er guests on that 
evening. 

He stated that to his r~~ollection there had been 
no publicity concerni:ng the fial,ct tlhl~t KING and his small 
party were to be his di~~er g~e~t~ ~~d that it appeared to 
be a mere coincidence that Dr 0 KING w~lked out in front of 
the doorway of Room 306 ~~d sto0d there some four to five 
minutes prior to the time trn~t he w~s shot 0 
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Reverend KYLES st~t~d th~t h~ h~d searched his 
memory during the intervefili~g tim~ subsequent to Dr. KING's 
being shot and that at ~o time could he recall seeing 
anyone to the west or northw®~t from which direction he 
is now convinced the shot c~~®. He ~~w ~o one looking out 
~ny of the windows iJfi the buildings f~cing Main Street, 
the rear entrances of which would h~ve faced the Motel; 
~nd he saw no one on the grouirnd b~low. 

He stated that he talked with CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE 
shortly after the shooting ~nd th,'.&t ESKRIDGE who was on the 
ground level in the parking ial.r<eia1 in front of the Motel 
stated that after the shot he, ESKRIOOEj had run west 
from the Motel to the middle of Mulberry Street but that 
he did not see anyone with airny firearm either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings. Reverend KYLES recalled that 
SOLOMON JONES has been repo~ted to have stated that he saw 
someone possibly with a white headpiece in the ground area 
just west of the west side of Mulberry Street behind the 
bushes and possibly saw someone drop something in that 
area. 

Reverend KYLES stated that in f~i.rness to JONES, 
JONES could not have seen the ground ~rea which he had 
originally described because of the fact that there is a 
brick retaining wall which su~rounds the swimming pool and 
that JONES would have been behi~d this wall when KING was 
shot and could not have see~ behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street as this wall is about eight feet 
tall. 

Reverend KYLES concluded that none of his 
acquaintances in the SCLC or other ~cquaintances in Memphis 
who have been close to the Negro movement can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious movemeints in the vicinity of the 
Lorraine Motel immediately precelding or during the time that 
Dr. KING was shot. 
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On April 18, 1968p ClHLARLES BALLARD, 830 Kansas 
Street, Memphis~ Tennessee 9 perso~ally contacted the 
Memphis 9 Tennessee 9 FBI Offi~e a@d advised SA HOWELLS. 
LOWE and SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE th~t he registered into 
room 310 of the Lorraine M~tel o~ the afternoon of March 
30, 1968, and remained registered ~t this motel until 
April 4, 1968. He departed from this motel just prior 
to 6 P.M. the evening of April 4 9 1968. 

BALLARD advised he was ~ot at the motel at the 
time Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot and advised he has 
no knowledge regarding who may have shot Dr. KING. He 
stated that during the period he resided at the motel, no 
one inquired of him of any information regarding Dr. KING, 
and he noticed no one in parti~ular expressing any unusual 
interest in the locatiolr! of Dr. KING 0 s room at the motel. ,_ 

BALLARD stated that whe~ he departed the motel 
at approximately 5:45 P.M.p April 4p 1968 9 there were several 
persons walking around in fro~t of the motel. He stated 
he paid no particular atte~tion to these persons and is 
unable to recall anyo~e i~ this group whom he knows. 
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On April 23, 1968, SA's HOWELLS. LOWE and WILLIAM H. 
LAWRENCE interviewed an individual identifying himself as JAMES 
ELMORE PHILLIPS, JR., who resides at 1592 Short Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and who is a senior at :LeMoyne College, 807 - 25 
Walker Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. PHILLIPS advised that on or about March 30, 1968, 
he checked into room 315 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, 
Memphis, and continued to stay ther~ until the late afternoon 
of April 4, 1968. He stated he well recalled the arrival of 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, in Memphis on the morning of April 3, 
1968, and recalled that Dr. KING and s~veral of his Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) Staff associates checked 
into the Lorraine Motel on April 3, 1968, with Dr. KING staying 
in room 306 on the second floor, which was several doors north 
of the room occupied by PHILLIPS. 

PHILLIPS stated that he left the motel about 5:45 p.m. 
Thursday, April 4, 1968, with some of his associates, CHARLES 
BALLARD, CHARLES LAVERNE CABBAGE~ JOHN BURRELL SMITH, and 
EDWINA HARRELL, who also had been staying at the motel. PHILLIPS 
stated he left on foot, walked south on Mulberry to Butler Street, 
west on Butler to Main Street, where he caught a #45 'Walker Homes·' 
bus, a city bus, going south on Main Street, catching this bus 
almost immediately after arriving on Main Street. 

He stated he rode this bus to South Memphis and walked 
to 1644 Hanauer, apt. 2, the apartment currently occupied by JOHN 
B. SMITH. He stated upon arrival at the SMITH residence, someone 
had on the television and they heard the report on television that 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.v had been shot at approximately 6:01 
p.m. as he stood on the second floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel. 

PHILLIPS stated that at no time during the period in 
which he stayed at the Lorraine Motel did anyone, to his recollection, 
inquire as to where Dr. KING was staying or as to which room was 
being occupied by Dr. KING and he saw no individuals in the area 
arousing his suspicions. 

PHILLim stated that he paid no particular attention 
to the buildings on South Main Street just west of the Lorraine 
Motel and recalled seeing no one look out any of the windows in 
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those buildings during the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
when he was in the process of leaving the motel. 

PHILLIPS stated that as he was walking from the 
motel toward the bus stop, as i~dicated above, he did not 
see anything of an unusual nature, 
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. I.DYD JOWERS, owner, Jim's Gri11 9 418 South Main 
Street 9 advised that at approximately 3:55 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968, he arrived at the Grill 1 and parked directly in 
back of a white Mustang that was parked on the street directly 
in front of his Grill. He stated that be believed that the 
car had Mississippi license plates on it because they were of an 
orange or orangish-yellow color. He stated that upon parking the 
car he went into the Grill where he saw a stranger sitting at the 
bar having a meal. He stated that it was unusual for him to get 
any strange customers in the Grill since most of his customers 
were local people of a steady nature. Mr. JOWERS described the 
stranger as follows: 

Race~ 
Sex: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Age: 
Hair: 
Complexion: 
Dress: 

White 
Male 
5 11 g,v to 5' 9" 
160 pounds 
Heavy 
27 to 30 
Sandy 
Ruddy 
Wearing a dark suit. 

He stated that the man finished his meal and left the 
Grill, and he could not notice in which direction he walked, 
but he did not get into the white Mustang 9 which was parked in 
front of the Grill. 

Mr. JOWERS stated that this same individual returned 
to the Grill at abou+ 8:00 p.m. on April 5, 1968 9 and ordered 
breakfast. Mr. JOWERS stated that in his estimation, this 
individual acted strangely because he seemed ve:ry calm when 
everyone else at the Grill and in the area was excited over the 
shooting. In view of the fact that he felt the individual was 
acting s+:range and also because he was a stranger in the area, : 
Mr. JOWERS called the Policej and told them that he had a man of 
a suspicious nature at the Grill. He said that when the stranger 
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finished his breakfast~ he left the Grill and was arrested 
on the sidewalk in front of the Grill by the Memphis Police 
Department. 

Lieute~~nt JI~ BRRI~ON~ H~mi~id~ B~~e~u, Memphis 
Police Departmentp late~ id®~tifi®d thi~ ~rre~ted individual 
as GENE PEARSON CRAWFORDP l~=B We~t~@@d GlBl.lfde~S9 Jackson, 
Tennessee, who w~s determi~®d t@ rn~v® bad~~ part in the 
murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KEN~, JR. 
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Mr. GILBERT STEPHEN (STEW» CUPPLES 6 935 Parkhaven 
Drive 0 Memphis~ Tennessee@ ~dwi~ed he is employed as a clerk 
in the Fine Paper Department of T~yloe Paper Company, 425 South 
Front Street~ Memphiso 

Mro CUPPLES stated he ~ft work at approximately 5:03 p.m., 
drove his 1959 white Chevrolet Impala 0 and parked it immediately 
across the street from Jim 8 s Grill located at 418 South Main 
Street 9 Memphis~ Tennesseeo He ~aid he parked the car 
heading south and immediately behind in the next available parking 
space to KENNY FOSTER's Cameroo He said when he parked his 
car he recalls seeing several ca~s parked across the street in 
the vicinity of the entrance to Jim's Grille He said he recalls 
seeing JIMMY WALKER's white Fairlane Ford parked directly south 
of the fire hydrant located near the entrance of Jim's Grill 
and recalls seeing JOWERS' Cadillac located in the first parking 
space north of the fire hydr~nts He said JOWERS operates Jim's 
Grille CUPPLES stated he recall~ seeing a white Mustang that 
could have been a 1967 or pos~ibly 1968 model parked directly 
in front of JOWEP.S' Cadillac" He ~aid this Muiitang had black wall 
tires and believes it had large hubcap~o He saidW1enre entered 
Jim's Grill he walked behind JOWERS 8 Cadillac and, therefore, 
did not notice very many detail~ of the Mustang~ He said he 
does not recal.l ±he color of th~ interior of the Mustang 
and did not notice what licen~e waiS5 on the Mustang" He said he 
got the impression the Mustang wa~ dirty or not freshly washed. 

Mr. CUPPLES stated he wa~ playing the pinball machine 
and the shuffleboard machine and that a great deal of noise 
was caused by these machines and the jukebox and 0 therefore, he 
did not hear what activity wa~ oc~urring outside the grillo He 
stated sometime later he l~arned 0 at approximately 6g05 porno, 
a deputy sheriff came to the door of the grill and instructed 
everyone to stay inside the grill until further noticeo He 
stated shortly thereafter he emd others in the grill looked 
out the front window and he r~~ll~ that the Mustang he 
had seen parked in front of JOWEPS ° Cadillac was goneo Mro 
CUPPLES stated he did not see anyone enter the Mustang or drive it 
awa o 
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Mre CUPPLES advi~ed that after the deputy 
sheriff had told them to stay in the grill he believes it 
was a police offic®r that entered and told them all to write 
their names and addresse~ on a piece of papero He said it was 
not until then that he and others learned that MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot. He stated he did not hear a shot that was 
firedo 

Mr. CUPPLES advised he cannot furnish any additional 
information concerning activity in this areao 
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Mro DAVID M. WOOD 0 3639 TOWJrl\S 0 Memphis 0 advised 
he is employeed with Tayloe Paper Compa:iruyo 420 South Front 
~treet, Memphise Tenne~seeo a~ a city desk clerk. 

Mr. WOOD advised he left work at approximately 5:00 
porn., on April 4 0 1968 0 and walked ~lo:irue to Jim's Grill, located 
at 418 South Main Street 0 Memphiso ~e ~aid he walked down Huling 
Street to South Main a:irud crossed So¢.ih ~f®i.n diagonally toward 
Jim's Grillo He sad he would e~tim@te it was approximately 
5g05 porno{} when he walked ilfll frol!'llt of a Mustang automobile which 
was parked close to Jim's Grill. He explained there is a fire 
plug on the east side of South Main Street very close to the 
entrance of Jim's Grill. He ~t~ted 1mm~diately to the north 
of the fire plug was parked a white Ccadill~c that is owned by 
the owner of Jim's Grillo He ~~id immediately in front of this 
Cadillac 0 which would be the second space north of the fire plug, 
was parked a Mustango He stated he i~ familiar with Mustangs 
and knows this was a Mustang automobileo He said he felt that 
this was a white car that appeared to be dirty and not recently 
washedo He said this car did not have hubcaps 9 had black 
tires 0 but he did not notice the interior of the caro He said 
he did not look at the licen$e 0 but glanced down and there was 
no front license plateo He ~aid also he noticed in the window 
there was no city of Memphis sticker in this window$ He said 
he does not recall that anything else was hanging from 
hangers or the rear view mirror of this caro 

Mro WOOD stated he entered Jim•~ Grill and began 
playing shuffle board and pinball maclhirne located inside the 
grillo WOOD explained the shuffle board is located in the 
northwest corner of this buildi.ng and that it is close 
to the front window of Jim's Grillo He stated 0 however 0 he 
was interested in playing ~huffle board and the pinball machine 
and did not look out the window while he was playing either 
machineo He addedQ however 0 it is po~~ible he may have looked 
out the window 0 but stated he doe~ not recall seeing any activity 
in the street nor did he ~ee anyone in the Mustang or drive away 
in the Mustange 
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WOOD advi$ed he was ~ot ~w~re of the activity 
·outside on the street or that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been 
shot until a dep~ty $heriff ~©lll1lll~ into the grill with a gun 
in his hand advising everyone to ~tay in the grill until they 
were notified they could leaveo He ~~id almost immediately 
Mro JOWERS, owner of Jim's Grillo locked the door to k~ep 
everyone in the place and to preve~t anyo~e else from entering. 
WOOD stated that after the door was lo~ked they ceased playing 
pinball and shuffle board and looked out the window. He said 
this was shortly after 6g00 Pamoo ~~d he noticed at that time 
the white Mustang that had been parked in front of the grill 
was goneo He added he recall:S that.~-~- owned by JIMMY 
WALKER was parked just south of the fire plug and that just 
north of the Mustang was parked a white Lincoln Continental 
automobile~ He said in.front of th~ Lincoln was parked a white 
Rambler and added there were no ~ar~ parked in front of the 
Rambler to the corner of the int~rse~tion of Huling and South 
Maino He said he also re~alls that STEVE CUPPLES' 1959 
Chevrolet was parked across th~ street h~aded south and that 
KENNETH FOSTER's Camero was parked dire~tly across the street 
from Jim's Grill. He stated he cannot recall any other 
cars parked on this streeto 

Mr. WOOD stated he recalls that when JIMMY WALKER 
entered Jim's Grill which wa~ ~hortly after 5~00 porn., that 
WALKER made a remark that the M~~tang took his parking place. 
He said he knows therefore that there was a Mustang parked in 
front of Jim's Grill~ 

Mr. WOOD stated he did not s~e anyone enter and 
drive away in the Mustang and he do~s not recall seeing anyone 
running or carrying a package in the immediate vicinity of 
Jim's Grill during the time he wa~ in Jim's Grillo 
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Mrb KENNETH Wo FOSTERo 3072 New Willow Road, 
,~partment 9 o Memphi~ o Tenn®~see 0 advised he is employed as 
a city desk clerk for Tayloe Paper Company 0 420 South Front 
Street 0 Memphis~ 

MroFOSTER advi~ed he left work at approximately 
5g00 Pem~o with BILLY HOARD 0 picked up hi~ car and drove to a park­
ing space immediately aero~~ the ~treet from Jim's Grill, located 
418 South Main Street 0 Memphiso He ~aid he would estimate 
it was approximately 5g05 PeIDoo when he entered Jim's Grill 
with BILLY HOARD. He ~tated he recalls specifically that he 
walked between a white Mustang and a white Cadillac that were 
parked near the entrance to Jim's Grillo He said he noticed 
the Mustang had black tires 0 but does not recall if it had 
hubcapse He added he does not recall looking to detennine if 
the Mustang had stickers on the window or it had a local lice~se. 
He said he noticed specifically that the white Mustang was parked 
in this area because this is the usual parking place that JIMMY 
WALKER generally takes when he parks in this area~ Mr. FOSTER 
explained that JIMMY WALKER parked his white Ford Fairlane just 
south of the fire hydrant lo~at~d very ~lose to the entrance of 
Jim's Grille He said immediately north of the hydrant was 
parked JOWERS' white Cadillac ~nd immediately in front of the 
white Cadillac to the north was parked a white Mustange He said 
he recalls that BARRY TUBBS parked his white Lincoln Continental 
immediat~ly in front of the white Mustang and that there was 
a white Rambler parked immediately in front of the Continental. 
He said he does not know who owns the Rmnblero 

Mre FOSTER advi~ed he was in the grill playing pinball 
machine and shuffle board machinee He ~aid he was not aware of any 
activity taking place in the immediate area and did not hear a 
shot and was not aware of the shooting until some time after a 
deputy sheriff came to the door and told everyone to stay in 
the grill until advised to leaveo He said after the deputy 
~heriff left he and oth~r~ went to the window and looked out. 
He said he noticed at that: time that the white Mustang which had 
been parked in front of JO~• white Cadillac was gone. He 
said he did not see anyone in thi~ Mustang and did not see anyone 
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