Specimen Q97 is a twin-bed size, fitted, white bed
sheet. Specimen Q99 is a white pillowcase. A white laundry
tape is present on Q97 and Q99. The following is printed in -
black on each tape: '"2-0R-3" It was concluded that the marks
on these tapes did not originate from the machine which prepared
the laundry tapes on the Q69 shorts and the Q70 T shirt.

Specimen Q98 is a black and white shirt jacket. The
following is present on the label of Q98:

" M RN19788 65% DACRON 35% COTTON
15-15% MONTICELLO SHIRT JACKET TAPERED"

Specimen Ql0C is a twin-~bed size, fitted, white bed
sheet, The sheet is in two pieces. The two pieces are stitched
together with yellow thread and white thread. Inquiry at a
department store in Washington, D, C,, developed the following
information concerning Q100: It is a #3 grade irregular seamed
sheet, Most such sheets even if manufactured in the United States
are sold in other countries. If sold in this country, they are
sold in low class "illegitimate stores." Such sheets do not bear
the manufacturer's name.

Specimen Q101 is a black short-sleeved shirt, The
following is present on the label of Ql0l:

"ARTURO ROSETTI CUSTOM TAILORED -L- 100% COTTON
MADE IN U.S.A. RN15722"

Specimen Q102 is a pair of olive green walking shorts.
The following is present cn the label of Q102:

"HONG KONG DIPLOMAT CUSTOM TAILORED 65% POLYESTER FIBRE
35% SUPER FINE COTTON WAIST 34"

Specimen Q103 is a light pink, looped pile cotton rug
that measures 24" by 56%', No labels were found on Q103.

Specimen Q104 is a feather pillow that measures about
19" by 24", The pillow has a specification label. The back of
the label is stamped "9 1867."

Page 4 . {continued on next page)
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Specimen Q105 is a container for a Polaroid
camera, possibly a model 230. No label was found on Q105.

Specimen Q106 is a pair of men's stretch socks with
no label.

Other than the laundry tapes on Q97 and Q99, no visible:
laundry marks were found on any of the cloth items listed above.
No invisible laundry marks were found on any of these items,

No buttons are missing from any of the garments listed
.above.

The Q107 hunting knife has a blade that measures 3 9/16"
in length, The blade is rusty. The words "GESCO JAPAN" are o
imprinted on one side of the blade and the number '45" is —
imprinted on the other side. The word "GESCO'" is stamped on the
sheath.

Specimen Q110 is a flat-tipped Stanley brand screwdriver.

Specimen Q111 is an "ANCO" brand windshield wiper blade.
Part of the rubber has been torn off,

Specimen Q112 is a "Personna" double-edge razor blade.
No hairs were found on Q1l12,

The K30 and K44 through K59 soils from Memphis are _ ——— . .
different from the soil found on the previously submitted Q13
bedspread in physical characteristics and composition. Therefore,
the so0il from the bedspread did not come from the sources of K30
and K44 through K59.

No soil similar to the soil from the bedspread was
found in Q113, Q143 through Q158, Q160 and Ql61 or on the Q163
tire and wheel. None of these 50115 from the car origlnated from
the source of the soil on the bedspread.

Although nothing was noted which would aid in the
determination of the original sources of specimens Q113, Q143 through
Q146, Q148, Q149, Q151, Q152, Q154 and the soil from Q163, they are
suitable for comparison purposes. Specimens Q147, Q150, Q153, Q155

Page 5 k ~,'m (continued on next page)
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through Q158, Q160 and Q161 are either too limited in amount
or too mixed with miscellaneous debris to be of value for
significant comparisons other than for elimination purposes.,

The soils from the car were different from K30 and
K44 through K359 in physical characteristics and composition
and, therefore, did not come from the sources of K30 and K44
through K59.

No soil of value for significant comparison was found
on Q89 through Q106 or in the vacuum sweepings, specimens Qll4
through Q1l17. The mineral debris in Qll4 through Q117 consists
of typical car floor debris, a mixture of miscellaneous materials
from numerous sources. No mineral debris of apparent significance
was found in Qll4 through Ql17.

The scrapings from under the glove compartment, Q1l59,
do not contain blood.

4 The Q162 liquid was identified as water. No traces of
any alcohols such as used in windshield wash were identified in
this specimen.

| Page 6
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C.

To: ¥BI, Memphis ‘ E Date: April 22 ) 1968 o
: FBI File No. 44-38861

re: MURKIN ‘ Lab. No. PC-A5694 1Z

»

Specimens received 4/16/68

Q204 Pillow

Q205 Pillowcase

Q206 Green sofa pillow

Q207 Bed sheet

Q208 Bed sheet ‘

Q209 Black leather strap, 11/32" wide

Q210 Black leather strap, 5/8" wide

Q211 Dried plant material

Q212 Towel with white, blue, green and yellow stripes
Q213 Red, white and blue plastic pin and portion of pin

‘Results of examination:

Brown cotton fibers, green cotton fibers and greed\
rayon fibers that could have come from the Ql3 bedspread were

found on Q207 and Q208. None were found on Q204, Q205, Q206
or Q212

Several Caucasian head hairs were found on the Q206
sofa pillow and on the Q208 sheet and numerous such hairs were
found on the Q207 sheet. Some of these hairs are like the
previously described hairs from the Q38 hairbrush and other items
and could have come from the same person. It is pointed out that
hairs do not possess enough individual microscopic characteristics
to be positively identified as originating from a particular
person., kost of the hairs from Q206, Q207 and Q208 are different
from the previously described hairs from Q38 and other items and
did not originate from the same person.

(contlnued on next page)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



The Q209 strap, which appears new, measures 37%" in
length., This strap fits the strap guides on the Ql4 binoculars
and could be the strap for Ql4. No strap is presently on Ql4.

A short hand strap is presently on the Q22 binoculars -
case. The Q210 strap has the same appearance as the hand strap
on Q22 except that it is longer. Specimen Q210 could be the
shoulder strap for the Q22 case. The Q210 strap appears new and
measures 37" in length. ‘

No plant material similar to specimen Q211 was foundA
in the previously submitted debris from the Mustang.

No marks to indicate source were found on Q213. The
Q213 pin appears to be a patriotic emblem.

Page 2
PC-A5694
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Your File No. - 44-1987 April 24, 1968
FBI File No. 44-38861
Latent Case No. 91075

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942G

Latent fingerprint previously reported on the

Remington model 760 rifle, serial #461476, Q2; the latent finger-
print on the telescopic sight, serial #A17350, on the rifle, Q2;
latent fingerprint on the binoculars, Q14; the latent fingerprint
on the newspaper, Q19; the latent fingerprint on the after shave
lotion bottle, part of Q24; and the latent fingerprint on the Schlitz
beer can, Q53, have all been identified with the fingerprints of
James Earl Ray.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) . .

FEDERAL BUREAL OF INVESTIGATION

M, BARRY ¢ 295 North uqﬁnﬁlg Memphis, Ten=
nessee, advised th@t m@ £m formenr i , o, 018035 at the
Missouri State Penitentiary (MIP), _a;J¢ rgon City, Missouwri.

SERO gaid he iirst came to Memphis, Tennessee, on
about Januwary 13, 1962, at which time he was wanted im
Missouri for having violated his narole from the MSP. Upon
his arrival in Hemphis he went *w work &g & house remodeler,
latey working im & Gulf service station at the corner of
Jefferson and Lauderdale Streets. SERO took over management
of this station im about Apwil 1962 and operated it until
November 21, 1962, st which tive ke leit Hemphis after
having gotten into trouwble with the local police for having
written some bad checks. SERO said he first went from
Memphis to Pennsylvania to visit relatives amd continued
to rum until he finally settled im Tulsa, Oklahoma, and went
to work im @ Texaco service station,

On February 14, 1964, SERO was arrested in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, and was returned to the HSP where he was put im
“B” block. He remained there from sometime im February 1964
until about June 12, 1964, at which time SERO was turned over
on rendition to the State of Tennessee,

During the approwiwetely four months that SER wes
in the MSP he became friendly with JLikeS BARL RAY., SERO also
was acguainted with another inmate, one RAYMOND CURTIS, who
has recently talked to newspaper rem@wM@Wq concerning his

association with RAY, SERO said he ecan recall making the
- statement in the presence of RAY and CURTIS and other inmates
that while he, SERO, had been in M@mp@ja sowe unknown in-
dividual had speculated that if MARTIN LUTHER KING had ever
atiempted an economic boycott in the city of Memphis, it
would be worth a large smount of money to Memphis businessmen
to have KING killed. SERO said this conversation had actually
taken place in his presence in ¥emphis but it had been mere
speculation and had had no basis in fact. He said he later-
related this conversation to his prisonmates merely to make
conversation and had not intended to imply that any person
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on 4/24/68 at _ Memphig, Tennessee File # Memphis 44-1987

by _SA JOE C, BESTER:mnxr Date dictated _4/26/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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or group of persons had or were even contemplating placing a
bounty on MARTIN LUTHER KING.,

SERO stated that after being returned to Tennessee
he was sentenced to three years for uttering forged checks and
was incarcerated in the Tennessee State Penitentiary at Ft.
Pillow. He said he believes he also related this same
speculative conversation to inmates at the Ft. Pillow Prison.

SERO described JAMES EFARL RAY as a "hayseed™ and a
"born loser.” He said that to his knowledge RAY had never
successfully gotten away with any criminal offense, and
it was his belief that RAY had been detected and apprehended
following each of his criminal offenses. He said it was his
recollection that RAY had a great dislike for Negroes but he
cannot recall that he particularly disliked MARTIN LUTHER KING,
He said he would not describe RAY as & loner but would simply
say he would not know how to make friends or how to mix with
other persons. He said that RAY was a regular user of ampheta-
mines in prison but he did not know him to use other narcotics,
and he recalled that RAY had mentioned taking narcotic pills
prior to being incarcerated.

SERO said that RAY has a deep need for recognition
and that he idolizes notorious criminals who are the subjects
of wide-spread publicity. He said that when he considers
RAY's need for recognition and then considershis dislike for
Negroes, it is believable that RAY might have killed MARTIN
LUTHER KING for no monitary gain.

He said that RAY had no important criminal connections
to his knowledge as criminals of this type would not bother
to associate with RAY, He said RAY never talked about his
family but did indicate on one occasion that he had friends in
Kansas City, Missouri. SERO said he has not heard from RAY
since he left MSP, and he has no idea where he might be at
present.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/20/68

LAWRENCE CHANCELOR HOWELL, 1888 Denisom Street,
Memphis, Tennessee, telephone 682-9840, employed at the
Federal Aviation Agency, Democrat Road, Memphis, furnished
the following imformatiom:

HOWELL advised that he resided im Room 23 in
a rooming house at 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham,
Alabama, frow approximetely September 11, 1967, until
Octobey 3, 1967, Mr, HOWELIL iged that while in this
rooming house, he was not acquaionted with any individual
named GALT, and when shown arlist's conceptiomns of GALT,
he could not recall having secen anyone of a similar
appearance at the roomimg house,
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date _4/29/68

LAWRENCE CHANCELOR FIOWELL, 1888 Denisomn Street,
Memphis, Tennessee, telephone €82-9840, employed at the
Federal Aviation Agemcy, Democrat Road, Memphis, was
reintervieved and furnished the following additional
information:

HOWELL advised that he resided im Room 23 in
a rooming house at 2008 Highiand Avenue, Birmingham,
Alabama, from approximately September 11, 1967, until
October 3, 1967. Mr. BOWELL advised that while imn this
rooming house, he was not acguainted wi th any individual
named GALT or JAWES EARL RAY. MBOWELL was shown a
photograph of RAY, and he stated that he still could not
recall having seemn anyone of a similar appearance at the
rooming house,
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4/19/688

; Yemphis, Tennessee F“e#Memphjs 44 -1987

T FITZPATRICK swy 4/2
SA ROBERT FITZPATRICK swp Date dictated /25/ 68

This document contgins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

by

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



[ )

MO 157-2627 JTB:agf
1 .

INTERVIEWS WITH PERSONS WHO RENTED ROOMS
AT ECONOMY ROOMIN& HOUSE, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

The following investigation was conducted by
SA RAYMOND J, MAXWELL on April 12, 1968:

0. L. BLACK, Route 5, Box 227, Andalusia, Alabama, B
telephone number 222-1508, telephonically advised that he had———
not been in Birmingham, Alabama, and did not stay at the :
Economy Rooming House on Highland Avenue; however, 1t was his
wife, Mrs, O, L. BLACK, and his daughter, Mrs. JAMES E., WELDON,
who stayed at the rooming house.

BLACK advised that the name of ERIC STARVO GALT
means nothing to him, and that to his knowledge, he has never
heard of ERIC STARVO GALT, nor has he ever heard of HARVEY
LOWMEYER,

Mrs. O, L, BLACK, telephonically advised that during ,
the fall of 1967 she and her daughter, Mrs, JAMES E, WELDON, o
Route 4, Box 73, Opelika, Alabama, took Mrs, WELDON's baby - — R
to Birmingham, Alabama, for medical treatment. While-they
were in Birmingham, they stayed at the Economy Rooming House T
on Highland Avenue. She recalls staying in Rooms 18 and 29
during the period of September 17 through September 24, 1967.
Mrs, BLACK advised that when she was not at the hospital
where her grandchild was being treated, she would be resting
in her room at the Economy Rooming House and she did not
mingle with or associate with other people staying at the
rooming house. On occasions, she would talk briefly with

other women at the rooming house, but she never engaged 1n any
conversation with any men,

Mrs. BLACK advised that the name of GALT and the
name of LOWMEYER are not familiar to her, and she definitely
does not remember anyone at the rooming house by the name of
GALT or LOWMEYER. She stated that if she saw a picture of
GALT, she might be able to state whether she had ever seen
this individual at the rooming house, but from a description
she could not state whether she saw anyone answering GALT's
description at the rooming house,.

Mrs. BLACK stated that she would cooperate in any e
way that she could with the FBI{ and if the FBI had any pictures i._i%#ﬂ
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that they wanted her to look at, she would be glad to look
at these pictures in an effort to determine if anyone was
at the Economy Rooming House durlng the period of time when
she stayed at the rooming house in September, 1967.

The following investigation was conducted by
SA HOWARD R, LINSCOTT on April 13, 1968 at Andalusia, Ala-
bama:

Mrs, O, L, BLACK, Route 5, Box 227, Andalusia,
Alabama, was shown the sketch of the suspect ERIC STARVO
GALT. Mrs. BLACK advlised that she had never seen anyone

at the rooming house in Birmingham who resembled the photo-
graph, Mrs, BLACK advised that she resided at the rooming
house during the period September 17-24, 1967, at which time
she was 1n Birmingham to see about a grandchild of hers who
was in the hospital there. Mrs., BLACK advised that the only
time she saw any men around the rooming house was in the
mornings at breakfast time; however, she stated she had never
seen anyone at breakfast who resembled the photograph.

The following investigation was conducted at
Opelika, Alabama, by SA ROY H. EVELAND:

On April 12, 1968, JAMES E, WELDON, 23 Dorsey
Street, mail address, Route 4, Box 73, Opelika, Alabama, an
employee of Ampex Corporation, advised that his wife, SHELLEY
WELDON, and his mother-in-law, Mrs., OVIS LEE BLACK, Route 5,
Box 227, Andalusia, Alabama, had stayed at the Economy Room-

ing House, Birmingham, Alabam o) eral ys during part
of 1967. His daughter, was having an
operation and his wife wou stay a e hospltal with their

daughter during the nights and sleep at the rooming house
during the days. The mother-in-law would stay with the
daughter at thehospital during the days and would sleep at :
the rooming house at night. He and his wife have been taking
their daughter to the Crippled Children's Hospital in Birming-
ham for five years for corrective operations. He and his wife
generally stay at the Economy Rooming House when in Birmingham.
He saild that if he had been at the Economy Rooming House

during September, 1967, it would have been only for an over-
night visit., He does not remember anyone at his rooming house .
by the name of GALT or a similar name and could not place anyone
fitting the description as given for suspect ERIC STARVO GALT.
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Mrs. JAMES E, (SHELLEY) WELDON, Route 4, Box 73,
Opelika, advised on April 12, 1968 that she recalls staying
at the Economy Rooming House in Birmingham, Alabama, Septem-
ber 17-24, 1968. She and her mother, OVIS LEE BLACK, of
Andalusia, Alabama, were there with her daughter who was a
patient at the Crippled Children's Hospital in Bilrmingham,
She said she did not recall anyone by the name ERIC STARVO
GALT or any similar name at this rooming house and she
does not recall anyone there fitting the description as given
for suspect GALT,

AT AUBURN, ALABAMA:

On April 12, 1968 it was ascertained that THOMAS D,
FRANKLIN was residing at the Phi Theta Tau, 317 S. College
Street, Auburn, Alabama, while attending Auburn University.
It was ascertained that on that date he was away from Auburn
believed to be attending the Masters Golf Tournament in
Augusta, Georgila.

—

On April 15, 1968, FRANKLIN was contacted on his—
return to Auburn and advised he had stayed at the Economy
Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, for about
two weeks during the last part of August and early September,
1967. He advised he was working at the Avondale Mills in
North Birmingham under the Co-op Program of Auburn University.

FRANKLIN said that he had seen articles in the news-

paper recently, including a sketch of suspect in the killing
~of MARTIN LUTHER KING at Memphils, Tennessee. He sald that he

did not know anyone by the name of ERIC STARVO GALT, and he

does not recall anyone at the Economy Rooming House who

looked like the sketch of the suspect which he had seen in the ——— .
newspaper. He also said he does not recall seeing anyone

around the rooming house driving a white‘Mustang'éqtomobile,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date __4/30/68

Lieutenant A, S. ZELINSKI, Inspectional Bureau,
Memphis Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that
he and Lieutenant J, L. HARRISON met Memphis City Engineer
ARTHUR C., HOLBROOK, P, E,, Tennessee License No. 5173, and
a surveying crew at the Lorraine Motel on April 23, 1968,
at 8:30 a.m. Certain engineering measurements were
subsequently taken.

Lieutenant ZELINSKI advised that an engineer's
transit was placed over the spot where Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., was shot, the telescope being positioned 59
inches above the balcony floor. This height was based on
information contained in the autopsy report of Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., which indicated that the missile entered
his body at a point 59 inches above the right heel with
the head positioned to correspond with the path of the
missile. He stated that the point where Dr. KING was ‘
standing when shot was indicated to them by Reverend JAMES
BEVEL, a representative of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, who was staying at the Lorraine
Motel.

From this position, two triangles were
established with a baseline common to the two triangles
established and measured. Every effort was made to ensure
accuracy. It was determined that the level distance from
the second floor rear bathroom window sill of 4223 South
Main Street to the point where Dr. KING was standing on
the balcony of the Lorraine Motel was 206.36 feet and the
in-line distance from the window sill to the point where
Dr. KING was standing was 207.02 feet. The window sill
at the rear of 422% South Main was determined to be
16.63 feet higher than a point 59 inches above the floor
of the balcony of the Lorraine Motel at the location
Dr. KING was standing when he was shot. The downward
angle of the direct in-line distance from the second floor
window sill at the rear of 4223 South Main to a point 59
inches above the balcony of the Lorraine Motel at the point
where Dr. KING was standing was determined to be 4 degrees
36 minutes 25 seconds.
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Date dictated
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FD-204 (ReV. 5~3-09)

Copy to:

Report of:

Date:

UNITED S’TES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SA JOE C. HESTER Office: Memphis
April 30, 1968

Field Office File No.: ME 44-1987 Bureau File No.: 44=-38861

Title:

Character:

Synopsis:

JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., = VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY

Photographs of subject RAY exhibited to persons at rooming
house, 4224 South Main Street, Memphis; to persons at
Rebel Motel, Memphis, and to clerk at Oliver Rexall Drug
Store, Whitehaven, Tennessee, without effecting a positive
identification. Salesman at York Arms, Memphis, who

sold binoculars indicated he could not positively identify
1968 photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as binocular purchaser
but believes that photograph is idemtical with purchaser,.
Additional interviews with occupants of Lorraine Motel

set out, including interviews with Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS
and Mrs. LUCRETIA B, WARD, who describe activities immediately
prior to murder. Persons who were at Jim's Grill, 418
South Main Street, Memphis, onm 4/4/68 interviewed. Infor-
mation regarding emergency room treatment of victim KING
set forth. Information regarding Alabama driver's license
and automobile registration im the name of ERIC STARVO
GALT set forth. Former manager, Continental Dance Studio,
New Orleans, Louisiana, located and umable to recall that
subject attended this school in New Orleans. Laboratory
findings set forth regarding evidence located at Memphis,
Latent fingerprints found om the Remington Model 760 rifle,
on the telescopic sight, on the binoculars, on the newspaper,
on the after-shave lotion bottle, and on the Schlitz beer
can have all been identified with the fingerprints of the
subject. HARRY SERO, former jailmate at Missouri State
Penitentiary, interviewed. Additional persons who resided
Economy Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham,
located and interviewed, with negative results. Memphis
City Engineer measured di%ta@@@ from where shot fired to
where victim struck as 2@7 feet. IN YIEW_OF_THE“CRIME FOR

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and

its contents are not to be distributed cutside your agency.
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ME 44-1987

DETAILS:

PERSONS AT ROOMING HOUSE,

4223 SOUTH MAIN STREET,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date April 25, 1968

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS,
Apartment 6B, 4223 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.
STEPHENS said the 1955 and 1960 photographs of RAY were not
familiar to him, but he advised the 1966 profile photograph
of RAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442-A, April 19, 1968, and
Identification Order 4182 dated April 20, 1968, looked like
the man he saw in Apartment 5B on April 4, 1968, talking to
Mrs, BESSIE BREWER. STEPHENS said he only saw the man's
profile in the boarding house and as a result could only say
the profile photograph of RAY in 1966 looked very much like
the above mentioned man in Room 5B,

STEPHENS said he had never seen the bedspread or
any similar bedspread either at the rooming house or anywhere
else.

On __4/24/68 at _Memphis, Tennessee File # _ Memphis 44-1987

SA STEPHEN M, DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68
by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Date April 25, 1968

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis,
Tennessee, April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr, WILLIAM CHARLES
ANSCHUTZ, Apartmenmt 4B, 422% South Main Street, Memphis,
Tennessee, He advised none of the men in the photographs
were familiar to him and that he would not be able to
identify the man he saw running down the hall on April 4,
1968, in the late afternoon after heaving the noise which he
thought was a shot, as the man was covering his face with
his arm as he ran down the hall,

6

On 4/24/68 at Memphis, Tennessss File # Yemphis 44-1987

SA STEPHEN M, DARLINGTON:
by G Jap Date dictated 4/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES™ GATION

i 968
1 Date April 25, 1

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, April 4,
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Room No. 2,
422% South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, She said she
had looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, when it was
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police,
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her
life. Mrs, BREWER said none of the men in the photographs
shown her were familiar to her. She further advised that
she did not believe she would recognize the man using the
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to “"walk up and say hello to
me right now." She said she did not look at the man
called WILLARD ''squarely in the face'" and as a result, does
not think she will be able to identify him.

7

On April 24, L?GS Memphis, Tennessee File # Memphis 44-1987

by __ SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68

Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date April 25, 1968

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, Tennessee,
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr., BERTIE L, REEVES, Apartment 3,
4223 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. He advised none
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him and that
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it.

4/24/68 a Memphis; Tennessee File # _ Memphis 44-1987

On

SA STEPHEN M, DARLINGTON: jap Date dictated 4/25/68

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMUENT OF JUSTICE 5-1-68 591 RS

DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

,\. Tl O ‘J’drw«,
(\ Director.

N

The following FBI record, NUMBER 728 313 B , is furnished FOR OITICIAL USE ONLY.

ARRESTZD OR CHARGE DISPOSITION

CONTRIBUTOR OF
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER RECEIVED

Duane Cecll 8-16-54| fail to reg as |$50 fine

Morgan #11341 a solicitor
PD Ontario Calif Cecil Duane applicant -

Light #1-1268 FP

9-21-54

Cecl1l Duane applican

Light FP-

PD Ventura Calif

PD Milwaukee

Wis '
' #A-UTLOO 4-13-55

PD Ocononmowoc Wis [Duane Light appl FP
-~ 2-3-56

Cécil” Duane 1-5-57 warrant false
pretenses

Light #58057
Sheriff
Davenport Ia.

PD Denver Colo

Cecil Duane PP InTonIon ’2—28—57 B
Light sent to O mos
#12,370 ' Co Jail ,

PD Davenport Iowa

PD Lansing Mich Cecil Duane C ‘ cpns?iracy to case dism
Light ontain money 12-16~57
433 184 under false .
pretenses

guilty of DC

10-25-63 intox
$1 F & $20 cost

Cecil Duane
Light
#L10, 537

PD Lafaystte
Ind

SO Las Vegas Nev Duane Cecil
iLight $#129492

FTA FTA (I

|

Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINCERPRINTS IN FBI files.  The notations are based on daia
furnished this Burean concerning individuals of tha came or siimilar names or aliases and AWE TINTED ONILY AR
16--70552-1 U. 5 GOVERNMINT PRINTING QFFICE

INVESTICATIVE LEADS.
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TATZS DEPARTIAENT OF JUSTICE
L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
W/ASHINGTON, D.C. 20337 . -

5-1-68 591 Ry's

The following FBI record, NUMBER 728 313 B , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this ldentification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE

FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

ARRESTED OR
RPN NAME AND NUMBER e CHARGE DISPOSITION

Civil print fron SO Las Vegas Nev #129492
was identified with this |record and returi
to contributor 10-5=67.

s L al
«l VI

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



v

Identification Recerd Request
FD-9 (Rev. 4-28-65)

g

This form may be submitted in le gible hand printing.

Use separate form for each individual on whom
record is requested.

Make effort to furnish FBI identification number,
law enforcement identification number, or
military service number,

Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification
only when F BI number not available.

INSTRUCTIONS

5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner
only. Also list in lower right corner all offices
which should receive copies of available records.
Include carbon of FD-9 for each office receiving
copies and forward with original to Bureau.

6. Do not fill in block in lower left corner.

To: DIRECTOR, FBI Attention:

Identification Division

Date

4/ i l68

R
C MR NN

Field File No. Y4 ~/7%¢

Furnish The Known Identification Record of the Following:

Name

C Ec i) [ H T

FBINo. 7.3 3,3 g

Other No.

Aliases

IBirth Date

Birthplace

4 DENVER Cole LAY

Height Weight Hair

Eyes Complexion

Fingerprint Classification

Also Furnish:

{1 Photo

(] Fingerprints

[] Handwriting Specimens

Scars, marks and tattoos

Identification Division’s Reply

g1 L&
] On basis of information furnished,
identify:

Civil

(] Files
ecord Attached
[ Photo Attached
[] Photo Not Available
[ Fingerprints Attached
(] Handwriting Specimen Attached

All

I:I Files

turn Reply to:

MG P A

C, L:%

Send Copies To:

Y - 45T

EA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




e

4/29/68

T g
FROM: SAC, BUWFALD (L4-374) (P)

Re Buffalo airtel to tha Bureau, 4/23/68.

Transmitted herewith via registered meil
originel envel and letter reccived by Mrs. m! mﬁ
Rocheater, Rew York, on 4/19/68.

The lct'har readx a8 follows:
- "Mrs, Grooms «

"I read colimn regularly they are good
- and factual, with lots of common sense., The
King plot m hatched recently in Betrolt by
~ Black Mationallsts, Muslims, and Commies
wae there). The job was dom by & hired
ofessional killer., The Commles paid for the Job.
e authorities will eventually find out.

"An anonymous black man”

| The FBI Iﬂborabory s requested to have this
latier processed And rints md Latants cmparea with
sy latents in capticmad mtge

) The FBI laborstory is also r ezted to exam.:m
typing to determine what type of typewriter prepared this
gpecimen and to examine paper and envelope in an effort to

deterpins. umrce of each.
ug_ Yyl 7o /5 7/
17

me Gi&z‘i 673 ( !ﬁéf— WKO,-]L ( ,{QM) SERnAu;ED 'Fl:lt):; .

MAY 3 - 1968

FBl — BIRMINGHia :
! .
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BU M4-374

Documents should be returned to Buffalo.

RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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5737 65 COAF
~ >

DIRECTO R, ATLANTA, AND STRGINGHAN

EAPHI S (A44=-1207) 3r

EVIDENCE TN3TANT CASE FR SUBMTITED BY WME4FHIS
UAHED THIS DATE 1O THSPECTOR Ne Be ZACHARY, #EAPHIS PDe
AECTOR OF FIRE AND PFOLICE FRAHK Ce HOLLOMAN 08 PREVIOUS CONTACT
3Y AEMPHIS OFFICE UNTIL

LASDRAETOIRY » PROM LABDRATO R
PAST. TNSPECTO N ZACHARY
G UESTED EVIDENCE 3E HELD

BOXES RECET VI
TN CULsisD NSPECTOR ZACHARY THIT.
ZACHARY WAS TILD THER 5 POLSIBILITY REGUEST
GADE LATIN FOR ADDITIONAL EXAMIN ;:% FTONDS TN EVENT ADDITIONAL
INSTANT CASE L STATED ALL E\/Iﬁ?ﬁf\? CE Was
10 OFFICE OF 5TATE UaNEY GENERAL PHIL CANALE
JF EVIDENCE

ZACHEARY SAID 0 ME 1T
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ATTORANEY CGENERA PO PrRESENT AT

i

LOUAL GAAND JUsY ON HAY SEVEN NEXT

CALLL FORX A Flasl DR
CrASE.
AOHARY SATEL POLLISZTILILY EXISTS

-
1

Chalaln

CONBLUCTRD 3Y B [N THI L CASI.

ZEFORE FIVE P9 THIS UATE, TNSPRGCIO.x LBUHARY STATED ATTORNEY

50 S HALASKED BT 00 DETRAHING TR PRI REPIESENTATT VE
CROND JuliYe  ZACHARY
OASE TR OFSI
SF OWEAFON TN BIRATNGHAM
TH wEaAPOM
LHETHYR

L T in A e e e s
SHIUL D APFFEAR N LES T e

PENNe s CONDUCTED ON MAY W0

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GEALT AT THAT TI¢E LISTED QCCUPATION

MUASEAY .  dANAGEX OF MO TEL AGVISED SHE
SERLT AND HAVEING DISCUSSSION WITH HI4 ik THAVFL 10 A
DLRSEAY IN 0 MINNUILLE, TENM.  THIS APPEARS JONFT AN DATA
TOUSLY FURNTSHAED BY CEALT.
EFFONTS 10 LOCATE ZAcL KNIGHT AND 515TE2 ZUE #C SPARTN
NCOAGCCORDANCE WITH KANSAS OT LoMAY TWO PAST, STSCLOSED
GITVEN T35 TN UWIDEVELDPED FTFLD IN MEYPHTS AnFAe

UNKNO W AT ADDRESSES FUsNISHED BY KANSAS CITY Is

1TJ DEVELOP ADRDI

GEMPHTS DIVISION. VARTOUS LOUKALIKES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT

FBI
Date: 5/3/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE

—-L——-—-———-—-———-—-———___._,«,#
- TA—s o

(Priority)

DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS, JACKSONVILLE
BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL TODAY.
ON MAY THREE, INSTANT, MRS MAE COOK, SIX TWO SEVEN RATH-
ROCK AVENUE, ATTALLA, ALA,, ADVISED HER BROTHER, JAMES CURTIS

wooDS DIED JAN. NINETEEN, LAST, IN FLA., CITY UNKNOWN, AND

WAS BURIED AT CLAYTON, ALA,
JACKSONVILLE AT TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, ATTEMPT TO VERIFY

DEATH,
ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

CaRigpt Y -/750 . 1573

(1) D&f srapeen Z;NDE)(ED

;;ﬁ*CL%%?puw*£ .ézﬂieégﬁ”&/

\- J 7
Approved: /d
eci gent in Charge
i .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




F21 WASH DO

JACKSON VILLE

(44=1740) 1P

i T
B | Ui'\}&I‘-\c

TEL TODAY.
THOSTANT, »Mibse AR COOKs, SIX

KATHROCK AVENUE, ATITALLA, ALA.S

ADVISED HER 3BrUTHLE JANES CURTIS

WOODS DIED JAaNe NINETERN, LASTs IN FLORIDAs CITY UVKNOWN, AND

LAY TON, ALABAGA.

JACKGONVILLE AT TALLAHASSEE, FLOXIDA, ATTEMPT 10 VERIFY

ARMED AN DANGERDUS .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FAl aTLANTA
TR0 PHMOURGENT 5/3/ 68 LAN
T3 DIRECTOR, HEAPHIS, BIREINGHAM, KANAs CITYs

A0 LU ANGELES.

ATLANTA (£4-2388) 2p

SUMNMALY o NVESTIGZTTON MAY THRBL SIATYEIGHT.

STLLY CHUMLE SOATED ATLANTA AND INTERIVIEWED. COoULp

FURKNISH N0 INFORMATION CONCEANING ~AY, BUT FURNISHED INFO RE
DOUDA, FORJER INMATE 41550URT STATE PEN. ONLAKOMA CITY.
i
DISCONTINUE EFFORTS TO LICATE CHUILEY.
STIRES HANDLING PORNUGRAPHIC LITERATURE ATLANTA AREA
SONTACTRD WITH HEGATIVE
JIHMY DFLION GARN
FSTDED REINTERVIEWED.

AN CONTINUES 10 BE COOPERATI VE.

ATELINES CHECKS CONTINLING. SiVERALL ITnoTvIDULALS WITH

G5T WNAME K NUTED ON DELTA PLIGHTS LLTIMINATED Ao FRAALE DELIA

LHPLOYEE.
CONTACTS WITH 500URCES IW FIPPIE AREAL AND

T VH WNOWLEDGE NARCODTTICS TIRAFFICE CONTINUING.

END PAGE OVE.
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AGE, TW).
GOOESS AT ONE ZERD SEVEN AND ONE THIRTERN FOUITERNTH

THFORAATION

ShVERAalL LOOK ALTKES AEING TECRULGHLY GH

ONTINUES TO RECFIVE NUdERJOUS COMPLATNTS or LUK

(Y DEPOSTT CUSTOMERS AL TENTH 5 oy

BANK TN AREA CF RAY 'S RESTDENCE HAVING SAFETY DEPOSIT BUXED,

CUSTOMERS ENTERING SAFETY DEPOSTT VAULT APKRIL

A gt PR e SR e YLTT - ISR N Rt R R e o Ay e ST AT [¥in
LAST . SEVERAL BEING FUSTHER CHECKED DU NEGATT VI

FERAPANDED CAR CHECK CONTIHNUING. TRIP SHEELS HAVE BEEN REVIEWED

NP ERTIN [ T T AV RWEDs NI PERTINENT INFORMATT

THDIVIDUAL S ADVEKLTTATNG CAds PR SALE
FIED COMPLETED WITH
WANLAL UTTY

FEN FROM ATLANTA AEA O

THEY WhRE GIING FOLLIWING RELEASE.
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AN CTaY
1 201F: UnGENT 5737 6% PHA4
DIRECTORs 4EA4PHI s SIRMINGHAM

CTTY 44=T760 17

RECORDS DF “5P REVEAL THFE FOLLOWING 1D TNDT VI DUALS
WAL RELEASED FROCG THAL TNSITLIUTION DURING PAs

G

CURRLENTLY RESTDING TN ALABAYA: Y 10M BRITION, MSP 0Nk 780 NINE

FETGHT ZERD, JASPER, ALAes wlik SEATRICE BRITTIN ONE SEVEN ONE
m

ALBANT A JASPER JAGES CUXKTTIS W0J05, GADSDEN ALA.,

—

S5EVEN FOUN TE b i -:"} COuKs, Z1I% TV

LOTHRGCX AVE.> ATTALLA, AlLA.

BIRETIHNGHAYS JFFICE wILl IN1EXVIEs BOIH OF ABOVE TLG

b e e

THNDTVIDUALS <E ANY THrD (HEY JAY HAVE RE SUBJECT INASHUCH AL THEY

'mOIN

114k AL SAY.

;e
wd 4 ot

Yif- [0 - sy

SEARCHED INDEXED. :
SERIALIZED______FILED -

MAY 3 - 1968

FBI—BIRMINGH

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5-3=-67 HEP

HANZAL CITYs SIEAPHIS

C44=-1740) 1P

AE HANGAS CITY TEL 1ODAY.

ARTTTON

HUSBAND WIS HAS N

07
S TATED FAPLOYED BY

T P T
N A S ) 30 NS AU P AU sV s

AGD .

T
1O LICATE BRITTON AT

ARD DANGERC USe.

3T WASH DO

ALSe S£- AT
/:%JE fhnsos €ty
. //}/}

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Sk

NG

ADVISED SHE HAs
HIM

BRALOHAW

B

NOT COMMINTCATED

HWITH

FUKR SRVERAL WEEKS.

CABINET BTRMINGHAN,

SHOP
KECORDS OF MsP
IRMINGHAM ALGONG

WITH PHOTO

NTINUING.




FARY

& 41 .. . A o . "_';'.:,
AFD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 7 . . |

FBI
Date: &§/3/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via _TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

T0: DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS
FROM: BIRMINGHAM (Lli=1740 )

MURKIN -

Re Kgnsas CITY TEL TODAY.

WIFE OF TOM BRITTON ADVISED SHE HAS NOT COMMUNICATED WITH
HUSBAND FOR THR%ESWEEKS. HAS NOT SEEN HIM FOR SEVERAL WEEKS,
STATED THAT HE 7% EMPLOYED BY BRADSHAW CABINET SoNPREY SHOP B'HAM
WHEN ‘HE PHONED HER THREE WEEKS AGO. NO BRADSHAW CABINET SHOP |
LOCATED B'HAM, KANSAS CITY IS REQUESTED TO REVIEW RECORDS OF MSP
FOR ALL DATA RE BE&TTON AND FURNISH TO B'HAM ALONG WITH PHOTO . o

OF BRITTON%&EFFORTS TO LOCATE BRITTON AT B'HAM CONTINUING.

pED

Approved: 4 7 Sent &
5 Special Agent in Charge 7

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




5=3- 67
DTRECTDN (44=-37061),

T (44=~1854)

MiDOFDUA TWENTYNINE STATYEIGHT CAPTIONED

PEACOCK, MISC INFO CINCEANTINGs oTXiYITWH DASH

D 3 N

RS D OO S RO I NG T A PN ECRTI VERELD 2Y STRMINGHr

ey
EI R

WEATYNTHE STXTYEZTGHTY FRuA HAZDL Ve PEACICKS

VOVISTNG SHE HAD Ui

EACICR s (FPRoTel0T)Y)s SECKRETARY
AGENTS AT Fle PIERTCLES
AT HTDNIGHT,

VLD

PITHGHEAS ALVISING
UiV e THAT 4ARTIN LUTHER
fO HIbDe THEN DU D A GOUPLE OF  WEEKXS.
JNE PHULIDRED THIOUSAND DolLAars T DE DELTVERED
FOUR FIVE SIATYEIGHT. HE SaT1D 1BEZY WolUlo

AND HAVE

~ T
’

CONTACTED Hewe
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SIXATYEIGHT

Ha=- 1254

AND HAS

JARECHOBER THRED TWeENTY OIXTYETGHT

CARPENTER ANRTVED

GHT ON THREE TWENTYEILGHT

WITH PEACOCK UITTL THAEEL TWENIYFIVE STXTYEIGHT.

PLACE UNKNJWN AND ADVISED THAT

S fe A o AU e A ey e e e N
ARPENTER SO ! I ING J TAKE CARE

UNKNGOWN SEC

HEANTIZATION AND FPRACODCK ON

Y CSTHTYETGHT 09 GRAYs GAes CARPENTER HENTION

CWENTYNH TN R
ASSTST 5HMITH I GETTING RID Or FORMER MEGBEXR OF

L d i

THEY WERE AFRAID HE WOULD TALK.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

S HE GROUP 3Y FLECTRACUTING HIM ON THRAZE THIRTY SIXTYEIGHT OUTSIH




AEECHOSEE 2T TH,» AN AVID READER OF NOVELS FREGUENTLY
CHARACTER 3Y THE NAME OF EXRIC, IN A JAMES SOND TYPE NOVEL.
OKEECHD 3] { THREE TWENTYFIVE STXTYEIGHT HE LEFT PEACOCK

HE wepkExskED io

JOHN GALT VWAS SPEAKIN

—~

PEACOCK DESCRIZED CARFPENTER A3 wWhls 830N

ONE/HALE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY L35, DARK BROWI
(" EYEos JOCCUPATION WELOER, ALLICDGEDLY SERVED ONE
ATTENDED SCHOOL IN LESLIE, GA. AND MOTHEX
ALTCE CARFENTER LIVES TN LES > CURRENTLY ESMPLOYED CONTINENTAL

TELEPHONE GO, GRAYs GhAe. EZAWIFE » & VIRGTL SALTERN, REIIDES AMERICUS,

(G fve TRLEPHONE NUASBED NINE Tw) FOux FIvVe ONE THREE THREE.

vmr— e - ™ e ey oy o o T AR a2 AT SINT A
DESCRTBED SMTTH AL W¥s B0 mN ST FARTANN A,

DQWEHUNDRED SEVENIYTW LB5.s STRATGHT sANDY - HAT i,

BEARD, BLUL=GRAY EYEy, EAPLOYED CONTINENTAL

Che GRAYS, GAe HIS FATHER RUND SHMITH SERXVICE CENTERs MAATANNA

PAGE THRIZF
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PO UR

4= 16554

ATLANTA ATTEAPT LOCATE &ND INTESVIEL CARPEN

T AND SHTITH TH

COes GRAYS Ghe FIR ELTUINATION AS SUSPECT L

LOCATEs REGUEST APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION SIRTATINGHAY

DIVISONSe IF ATLANTA UNABLE TO ELTMINATE, MIAMI WILL

NTGHT OF 4ARCH TUESIIYITHRER STAITYET GHT

SHE POTNT TOWAND HT o SEDRUOMY

ST AND DANGEROUS.

BTAMGHAN
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