© PLAIR
URGENT |
70: DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS (u,u-lgs-z), ,
| SACRAMENTO, SAN DIEGO, SAN FRANCISCO
. FROM: 108 ANGELES (lm-ls'm) ‘

~ RE 08 ANGELES TEL MAY THREE LAST AND BUTEL T0 LOS ANGELES;;;
AND MEMPHIS, MAY FOUR INSTANT, | |
P RE: LOCAL SWINGER CORRESPONDENCE o, Do
- INFORMATION IN nmmm‘cmn BU'I'EL CONCERNING LAB REPORT ON il
o mm*m TO'LOS ANGELES TIMES NEWSPAPER WAS FURNISHED TO e
DEPU'I‘Y ‘CHIEF 'ROBERT Homm'on, LAPD, m MAY FQUR msmm:
~ FIVE ADDITIONAL INDIVIDUALS WHOSE NAMES mmum BY f
_ ABOVE CLUB WERE CONTACTED THIS DATE AND NO INFORMATION DEVELOPED
b concmme SUBJECT RAY, ATTEMPTS CONTINUING TO CONTACT ALL
-~ SUCH PERSONS Rmxma PERSONS HAVE or..:o, VMOVED WITH NO
FORWARDING OR Fxc'rx'r:cous ADDRESSES | o
B BIRMINGHAM AND ATLANTA ADVISED AIR MAIL

| @ Birmingham (AM)
1 - Atlenta (AM)

| Ras}?[{é S S N ‘/ ‘/ /7444 ’/é/f
(3) e | S e TRGHED _-INDEXEDﬁ— U

-niALIZLD s S FILED

! ‘,z.shY' ¢ 1968

_FBI— BIRMINGHAY

T,"" —
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- 8/4/68

»‘-r‘o DIRECTOR (44—38861.)' |
| FROM MEMPHIS (44-1937) 1p
nmnxm R o | i
~ ALTHOUGH NO nvrnnncn ESTABLISHED TO DATE TO INDICATE JAHES —
* EARL RAY MAY BE DEAD, MEMPHIS 'SUGGESTS BUREAU MAKE CONTACT WITH
. CENSUS BUREAU. POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT THE CENSUS BUREAU IN ITS
_ RECORDS MAY HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING uncnn:unn nnansnn.,_xw »
N s RECOGNIZED BUREAU WILL HAVE ALREADY PLACED STOPS N IDENTIFI-‘._
o CATION FILES FOR mmtom DEAD WHICH VARIOUS 'S WILL MAKE INQUIRY RN
REGARDING, IT IS NOT xnown IF CENSUS BUREAU MAINTAINS ANY suew
7*{nzoonns BUT POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT SUCH RECORDS MIGHT coxx N ;,v;,
| FROM RURAL AREAS DIRECTLY FROM CORONERS WHERE THERE HAY‘NOT BE
'ADEQUATE 'S,

INVESTIGATION OONTINUING MEMPHIS DIVISION. ALL MATERIAL
BEING nnvznwnn FOR PERTINENT LEADS. - o

AIR MAIL covxns ' BIRMINGHAM AND ATLANTA
RGJ : ME B P o | Lo
S ¢ : : | - S R
R ' L B s
T1 - BIRMINGHAM (AW~ 1w e . - /V /7¢ﬂ /é/_z,
o ; 7 . fla By ‘. rivnoooere : ) SE/ *(DHED ]NDEXED
- Spec, Debvvires 0 [ SERIALIZED_____pyiep_

CRep Mg WAy - 61968‘

 Regictersd......m | FBI—BIRMINGHAM
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DIRECTOR, FBRI
SAC, HOUSTON (44-1509)

RURKIN
CR

Re calls by subject, Highway 10, Texas
ReDLtel, 5/1/68.

Subscriber to telephone numbsr 9382774, Nordhelm,
Texas, 1s L.W. KARHEI, Route 1, Box 102, Norxrdheim. AMELIA
KARNEI advised ghe was called by her daughter, GLADYS MUELLER
HAMILTON, 202 N, 11ith 8t,, Alpine, Texas on or about
12/17/67. WMre, KARNEI was shown the plcture of JAMES EARL
RAY and stated other than seeing thie photo on television
she was not familiar with him,

Subscriber to telephone 578-2086, Victorla, Texas,
is Mra. AUGUSTA MAE JOMES, 103 Griffin Drive, Victoria, Mrs.
JONES sgtated the only person from whonm she could have
received a long distance phone call in December was & man
named GECRGE MITCHELL, who 18 a truck driver and frequently
calls her from cities throughout the state, Mre., JONES was
shown the pleture of RAY and stated she did not know him.

GARY E, SMITH, currently reglding at the Christo-
pher Motel, Victoria, wes shown the phote of JAMES EARL RAY,
SHMITH stated that he takes the Birmingham to Atlanta f{light
every other week and he cannot at this time say that he has
ever geen JAMES EARL RAY on that flight.

T%phane number T47-9803 wag called from Alpine,
Texas on 12/17/67.

3 = Bureau

35 Memhis 7/4/ ~/74/0 »fé/’?s

Birmingham (Info) "D INDEXED.

1 = Houston ‘ S RiLIzED. FILED ___
JSW/8im I,
753/%d |- 1988

FBl — BIRMINGHAM
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HO 44-1500

PELORES SANTOS, 5500 South Park, Houston, Texas,
advized that the above phone call iz aa reference to a
phone eall that she received from JULIO CESAR ESPARZA,
student, Sulross State College, Alpine, Texas. She was
displayed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, aka and advised
~ that the person is unknown to her, ~

Telephone number 643-5201 was called from
Alpine, Texas on 12/15/67.

GEORGE BANKS, Negro, advised that while in Alpine,
Texas in December, 1967 he called Mr., ARTHUR BANKS, 5915 ’
Glenhirsch, Houston, Texas, GEORHME BANES at that time was
en route from Seattle, vaahington to Houston, Texas, Photo=
graphg of JAMES EARL BAY; aka were displayed to BANKS, howe
ever this person if unknown to him,

© Mr. ARTHUR L, FUNK, 5610 Dumphries, Houston,
subscriber to telephone number 723-8867, advised that in
December, 1967 he received s telephone call from his sister
from Sanderson, Texas at which time she was enroute from
El Cajon, California to Houston. He advised that the photoe
graph of JAMES EARL RAY, aka 1ls unknown to him.

JAMES E, CLARK, 10521 Friendly Street, advised
that in December, 1967, Mr, BILL EVANS, neighbor of CLARK,
telephoned his, EVANS' wife at the CLARK residence., EVANS
iz & truck driver, When EVANS 1s on the road he calls his
wife at the CLARK residence, Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY
were displayed to CLARK and he advised {hese photographs
were unknown ¢o him,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-35 (Rev. 10-29-83;

FBI
Date: 5/3/68

Transmit the fcllowing in

(Type in plain text or code)
AYRTEL

{Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBY (44--38861)
SAC, EL PASO (157-186) (P)

MURIIN
CR

Re Bureau radicgram to all offices, 4/23/68.

RE: CONSIDERATION OF SUBJECT RAY IN UNSOLVED
BANK HODSLAIES, BULGLARIES, OR ARMED ROBBERILS

A review has been made ofcases in the above
categories, and there is no informatica available to
indicate that subject RAY could have been involved in
any such crimes ipn the E1 Paso Division subsequent to
4/23/67.

RAY, as a possible suspect, will be kept in
mind in connection with any future cases in the above

categories. ‘
ARMED AND DANGEROUS

\B'dr cau
OBsrmlpoham (44 ]740)
\Irmp‘xv s (44-1987;

Tan~
& AJJ. P > O R

DJIR:sl
(8)

YL )74 -/l

SROHED e INDEXED_.
g SIRIALIZED . S

|

Approved: &’ ¢

Special Agent in Charge
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FD=-3¢t {Rev. 10-23-53)

FBI
Daie: - B/3/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)
AIRTEL

{Prioriiy)

DIRECTOR, FEI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, EL PASD (157-186) (P)

SUBJECT:  MURKIN
CR

Re Butel tc TP, HO, and SA, 4/25/68;
DL tel to the Buréau and EP, 5/1/68.

RE: TELEPHOLE CALLS BY SUBJECT RAY ENROUTE
+ROM LOS ANGELRES TO NEW ORLLANS

SA JACK EEMMY, San Antonio Of¥ice, was advised
by ¥TS telephone call on 5/3/68, that referenced Dallas
teletype contained a lead on page 6 for the San Antonio
Office, which is as followvs:

4 telephone call was made from a coin telephone
in Aipine, Texas, on 12/17/67, at 10:16 a.m., to telephone
number ‘843-4461, Roma, Texas. '

SA KEMMY advised that the lead would bhe handied
Ly the San Antonioc Office.
ARMED AND DANCGERQUS

3--Bureau
~Birmingham (44-1740) (Info)
-Memphis {44-1687) (Iafo)
2-San Antonio (44-1242)
1-E1 Paso
N 1/4 /740 /Q
: o R INDEXED__ g4
(8) ‘ v_nxnukw__w__ _.FILED _._Z;
\‘. ," = ’Ql_‘. 1968
f - FBI — BIRMINGHAN
- ] !

17

v

Approved: Sent
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' T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM:SAC, TAMPA (157-3331) (P)
MURKIN

: Ro Jacksonvilie airtel to Burnau 4/36/68;
Jacksonville telephone call to Tampa 5/1/88' thnpa
tclophnno eall te Bureau 5/1/88

Re BAILEY SANDLIN, Orlando, Fla, ~ Cllpllilllt

~ Yor the 1n£erunt1en of the Buronu and a
interested officeas, the following investigation was
conducted at Orlande, Florida, by SAs THOMAS J. WILKES
- and GORDON ¥, rtlnmx BAJILEY SANDLIN, Insursnce
Adjustor, 1508 VWeat Colonial Drive, Orlande, Flerida,
telephonically advised SA WILKES on 4/25/68 that at
approximstely 8:55 a.m,, 4/25/68, he drove uwp in
front of his coffice and noticed a man sitting in a
1867 or 1968 dark blue, 4-doer Chevrolet, He
stated the only numbers of the Florida tag he could
recall were TW-1l5 with rest of numbers unknown and he
could not recsll how many digits were in the tag
number, He advised the Chevrolet was parked in the
- earpert at his office, He said the man who resembled
- JAMES EARL RAY, pointed a snubnosed revolver at
him, and said, "Wou ain't seen me" and drove east on
Colonial Drive to the next street (Vernm Drive)} where
he turned right, SANDLIN stated he got inteo his car
and tried te tollev the individual hnt never saw the
Ch.vrulot lgnin. .

«aureau | . . 44?'
irmingham (44-1740) (Infe) 77
l-Memphin (44-1987) (Info)

/ ‘74//). /er¢

l-Jacksonville (44-769) (Infe) o é,xmfg‘“@*“ﬁ
2-Tanpa (157-3231) . S e
SJL‘uua

{8)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TP 157-3231

' It wvas noted by SA WILKES during the
telephone czll from SANDLIN that his voice had '
been unusually hesitant between words and sentences,
hewover, at the time 1t e belxeved to be due -
ta exciteunnt._

- J. R, SIIT! Detective Burean, arlanda '
Flerida Police nupart-nnt, was in-mdiately 1ntbr-sd s!
the above by 8A JAMES B, HAFLEY.

Upon trrlviag at 1906 West Colonial Driva
BAILEY SENDLIN was interviewed in person by SAs
TINDLE and WILKES, As the interview pregressed,
- it became evident threugh SANDLIN'S behavier and

by his own admission that he was under the influemce

of liquor, He stated that he was an alcoholic and that

 during the morning of April 24, 1968, his girlfriead,

CHARLOTTE NcDANIEL had tried to ccnnit suicide in his
apartment at 77 East Amelia, Orlando, Florida,

SANDLIN asserted he boca:n‘upsot~ut this and had been
drinking beer and Vedka from the morning ef April

24, 1968 through the time the agents contacted hin in
parlen.

' R lvery eftert was -aée te aacertatn i B
there was any truth in SANDLIN'S statements, hawuver,
he continually changed his description of thu

suspect and varied the sequence of events as well as
the times they were alleged to have eccurred,

‘ On April 25, 1968, Nrs. ANN Ilﬁlxk, -
1904 west Celenial Brive, and Mrs, ALFRED PENKACIK,

1910 Yest Coldoial, who are located immedintely

~ adjacent to SANBLIN'S office advised that from at leaat
8300 a.m., until they were contacted by the agents ther
had been no other car in SANDLIN'S carport except his L
Dodge, Both women were pesitive no Chevrolet, described
above, had been in or near GARBLIN'S office that day
since ‘at least 8: oa a,m, _

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TP 157-3231

On April 285, -1&38 Irs HARGABET Tn!non

widow of Deputy Sheriff PHILIP TAYLOR, 1113 Saatt' -
Anita, advised sgeants she is the secretary te SR
,ASA!NLIH aud that she had received a call from him tkat :
morning. &he stated he sounded very umusual snd she
wondered if he had been drimking. She asserted that
SANDLIN had previcusly teld her he was an alcoholic

and was sctive in alcoholics anonymous, He has alse

teld her that whem he drinks, bhe has hallucinations

thinking be has achieved great success, Jrs. TAYILOR

further stated that SANDLIN teld her during his phone

call that morning that when he arrived at his office -
he had been acosted by a man in a car in the carpert of
‘his office who stuck a gun im his face, Aecordinz te
ﬁ&ﬂh&lﬂ, this hnd eansod hin to be apaet. -

Mrs, ZIYLBR also declared that she talked

with the landlord and eccupants ef the other

half of the building, in which BANDLIN'S office is
located and Mrs, WILLIAM MURRELL, 1904 West Colonial
Drive had advised her that she had arrived at the §
office at the same time as SANDLIN and there was no
car in the carport at that time, Buring the :
afterncen of April 25, 1968, RONALD E, ZEIGLER, zxogler
and Asseciates, !nsnrtaco Ldjnutora, Deland, rlnrtdu,
telephonically advised SA WILKES he was SARDLIN'S
empleyer, He stated he had gone to SANDLIN'S office n
short time previcus that aame day, in answer te a :
phone call from Nrs. TAYLOR where he found SANDLIN
passed out due te drunkedmess, He stated he

-gi:ﬁﬂd the aftict, toak !l!h&l! honn and. put hin tc

JAMES YULLER, Detective sormnt Orlsnds
PD was apprised of the abeve, -

: - About mid-morniag, April 25, 1968
BAILEY SANDLIN, 1906 West Colenial Briva, Orlaad.,
Florids, tclephaatcally advised SA ROBERT C, BALL at
the Orlando Resident Agency that he had previously
telephoned the Orlando Residence Agency on the same
morning and he had been contacted by twe agents whese ,
nanes he could not recall, NHe related he was reeontactinc
the resident agency since the iadividual whom he had
talked with the previaus time had tnlephonod him :nd

: threatened hin,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TP 157-3231

8A BALL contacted the Orlando PD and
- was met at 1906 Weat Colenial Drive by Bergeant :
" STRAUB of the Orlande PD and during a shert conversation
~ with SANDLIN he stated he was fearful of his life since -
- the previous described individual had threatenod to -
- return te his af!ico and to kill him, S

During the cenversatton with sannhxx it h
was obvious to SA BALL that SANDLIN had been drinking
and such opinion was cenfirmed by Sergeant
STRAUB. SANDLIN was shwn the identificatien erder '
for JAMES EARL RAY and stated that the individual
depicted thereon resembled the individua) who had ‘
threatened him earlier that same day. Due to the ebviaua~
intoxicated conditien of EARELII, no further uttcnpt
"R -ude tc 1ntorvicw him, ' } e

Bue to the abeve set :erth faets. ne

furthor acttea has boon tnkun.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AIR AIL g‘mzm'a;u;n;_ p

nmren, ¥8I ( u.aaeu) unmm: rn: uaommm:) L
n"sac, 08 ANGELES m—zsm - Ve

“Bn :.es m.h; tanmm nn tc wnm eeny.

| mw m.with in a «nepm cmlogn h s t
o uﬂttu htm captioned "Dear Bditor” and ending “JANRS m; |
.~ an envelops attached addresssd to the "Bditor in Chief, the
7 Los Angsles Times Newspaper, m Angeles, Californin®; snd a
Los Angeles Police record card in the neme -
of JAMES E, RAY, which card bcm Wﬁpﬁm. prints tnd
nupl.n Saken on 10/12/1;9 af. hh mmuin;

S - " The hettr wes mtim rm Bumt: md’ ct Pen.u ,A
\ ,nom mm. los Angeles Police Department, by SAC WRSLEY
' G, ORAPP and Supervisor WILLIAM JOEN NOLAN on £/3/68. BOGGHTOR -
advised that he had received the letter from JERRY COEBEN, &
- stalf writer for the Los Angsles Timea, who had brought the
letter te Deputy m:tmmeﬂinthsmscthing nbhtc
dstermine if 1t had any suthenticlity. . ' Chisf BOUGHTON ,
advised that he desired to make this aval - to the FBI for
sxamination, snd alse that COHEN had nqusm of him that COHEN
be sdvised 1f the letter is authentic or the work of some
 prankster. Deputy Chief ROUGETON has Aﬂviud cem msho
mwmuturmrumm. B

: maurtmhnm&d 3 m muen
m mlom hmr with all knmoun mdariths st mm RA!

.- ( b (m-m)(m nmnm mmnn}
& wm (hh-l%? i _
L - n Angn ts : : -
9 S /"/‘/ /72/& /é/7
Hﬂtﬁn : - o . - C AR S -~--—§P{uL./\LJ_‘ —
. . : SR SR . f;"--Z“%;r'L’lZED'-»f i é
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LA Li4-1574

in an effort to determine whether or not this is an authentie
letter. Also, the Bureau is requested to conduct a latent
fingerprint examination for fingerprints of RAY, In addition,
& typewriter examination should be conducted, &s well as a
comparison of the contents, spelling, spacing, typing ability,
oetc., to determine 4if RAY is the author. The Bureau is also
requested to examine and advise of any data pertaining to the
paper and the envelope and to conduet all other possible exami-
nations to develop the fullest emount of information.

The letter has been touched by Deputy Chief HOUGHTON,
whose prints should be on record; JERRY COHEN, staff writer,
Los Angeles Times; JACK GOULDING, Assistant City Editor, and
one MIKR STRAZER (or STRAUZER), also of the Loa Angeles Times;
and thelr femals seoretary. Of the male individuals involved,
it is believed that they have all served in the military.

. The original police card is to be returned to los
Angeles for return to the Los Angeles Police Department.

The Buresu is requested to edvise Los Angeles of
results,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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5/4/68

TO: -  DIRECTOR, FBI é&ﬁ'~3399/>
S "

. (ATT: LATENT ERPRINT SECTION)
~ FROM1 SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

SUBJECT: MURKIN |

Relet from ERIC S, GALT, dated 9!26/67 -to Modern_
Photo Bookstore.._

} Enclosed herethh for the Bureau attention ‘
Latent Fingerprint Section. are the followiﬁ

1. Letter dated 4/29/6% to ERIC S. PALT
fram Modern Photo Bookstore. '

2. Coupon, undated, from ERIC s. GALT to o
Modern Photo Bookstore. e

3. Letter dated 9/26/67 from ERIC S. GALT.-]

For information of raeeiving effices, the'}"”
Knoxville Office advised NY by teletype, 5/3/53’ as.
follows:

4 ~ Bureau (Encs, 3) R/ ’
g (1= Latent Flngerprint Sectlon)
(i) ‘Birmingham
1 = Memphis
1 - Knoxville
1l New York

JES/kpp
(9)

{4 -(750 - L1615
SEARCHED .. INDEXED s
SERIALIZED , FILI{D_E

LAV E

FBl— BIRMINGHA
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NY 44-1609

- "Mr. ROBERT SIMS A531stant Postal Inspector
in Charge, Chattanoogi, Tenn. this date advised SA M,
- JAY HAWIINS that he has been informed by a postal
inspector in Birmingham, Alabama that a letter is in
- possession of the postal inspectors there addressed
to ERIC S, GAULT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham,
bearing a refurn addressof Modern Photo Book Store,
166 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10010,
- bears a metered postmark of 4/30/68, Mr, SIMS
'telephonlcally contacted Mr, ROBERT HICKEY, Postal
Inspector in Charge, New York, and informed him that
he was instructing the postal inspector in Birmingham
to forward this letter registered airmmail ‘to the
- attention of Mr, HICKEY and that Mr, HICKEY would hold
the letter in the event agents wish to examine it before .
it was returned to the sender. Mr, SIMS advised that
since the letter was first class it could not be
opened, Mrg SIMS advised that the above information:
- was being furnished on a‘hlghly confidential basis
inasmuch as he has no authority to disclose this type
of .information to the FBI, and that any investigation
which may be made as a result of this information must
be conducted in such a manner that it cannot be
attributed to its source.  This information is being
furnished for any 1nvest1g&tlon deemed adv1sable by
- New York.," - | -

The follow1ng 1nvest1gatlon was conducted
by SA JOHN Fo SHANLEY on 5/4/68 at New York:

The address 166 5th Avenue,-NYC, is a mail
operatlon for Modern Photo Bookstore, which company
is actually located at 915 Broadway, NYC, Mr.
SEYMOUR USLAN, President, advised that American
Photo Bookstore is a division of American Photographlc
Book Publishing Company, Inc, (Amphoto), which is .
also located at the same address. The company speciallzes
in supplying photography books. o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



*NY'uu,lsog*

N Mrs. RUTH KOENIG Manager, Order Department,
Amphoto, searched her flles and located a coupon ~
clipped from Modern Photography Magazine, which coupon -

" requested th#it book number 633 be sent to ERIC S,

GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama. .

The coupon indicates that a money order in the amount

- of. $8,95 was enclosed.  Mrs, KOENIG stated that this
-eoupon was presumably clipped from the September, LT

© 1967 issue of Modern Photography. - L :

‘ - ‘Book number 633 distributed by Mcdern .

vaPhoto Bookstore, is titled, "Focal Encyclopedia of

Photography". ' The boek" Jacket for this book describes
it as a one-Volume photographic tibrary. It consists
of 2,000 entries written by 197 experts from 23
countries and covers every aspect of photographyt
photographic sclence, industrial photography, clnematcgraphy,
,‘portralture, ‘equipment, history, and current act1v1t1es

of workers in forelgn countrlee. .

 Mrs. KOENIG located a 1etter, which is set

forth in full as follows" _ _ B
ng_26-67

,"Dear Sir~

- ‘ vy recently order a Book from your store
‘“ﬂ_tltled POCAL BNCYLOPEDTA-NO. 633 for $8.,95,

= nIf you have not allread ‘mailed the book
: (PLEASE=D0 NOT MAIL IT) ‘I am moving and will shortly
vsend you my.. correct address Thanks . .

"Eric S, Galt
"2608 Highland Ave
~ "Birmingham Alabama"

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- NY 44-1609

. Mrs. KOENIG stated that durlng a rﬂutlne
reVLew of the company's files, it came upon the coupon'
and accompanying letter of ERIC S. GALT., The company.
did not believe that it had shipped the requested

. book to GALT prior to receiving his letter. As a
follow-up the company wrote to GALT by letter dated

. 4/29/68, asklng him what action he wished the company
_to take regarding the $8,95. The letter is set forth 3

in full as follows: _

"April 29, 1968

"Mp, Eric S. Galt -
- "2608 Highland Avenue ‘
"Birmingham, Alabama

“Dear”Mr. Gélt’

‘*In going through our records wennote a request
of yours stating your intention to move from the

above address, and to please withhold sending the
book you ordered (Focal Encyclopedla $8 95) until
“further notlce..

"Please advise us when you.reeeive this'letter_asl ,
to what course of action you wish us to take so that
we may clear our records, (Or have you already

_received the book?) o ‘ 4 ;

"Sincerely,

~ "MODERN PHOTO BOOKSTORE

’

"Ruth Koenig '
"Order Department"

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NY 44-1609

. The Amerlcan Photo Bookstbre has received
ino further ccmmunlcatlons from ERIC S. GALT since hls;
:letter of 9/28/67. : - o ST

The Latent Fingerprlnt Sectien 18 requested‘f‘

| to examine enclosures #2 and #3 above, to determine

. if fingerprints of subject, JAMES EARL RAY aka |
Eric Starvo Galt appear thereon.‘Vf - .

- ‘ SﬂBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED ANQA”
s DANGEROUS. ‘ f

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

¢ {~

FBI
Date: 5/3/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)
AIRTEL ATR 1IATL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI  (y4-38861)
FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (173-65)

SURJECT: MURKIN

Re San Francisco telerype to the Director, 5/2/68.
S»

SUSPECT HARQLD EDWARD NICHO aka Yal Nichols,

For information of offices not previously having infor-
mation concerning NICHOLS, he is considered possible suspect
and co-conspirator because of an alleged offer to an informant
to furnish airline tickets and untraceable weanon if the infor-
mant would travel to unspecified place to kill certain desig-
nated Negro leaders includine MARTIN LUTHER VING,

The reliability and credibility of the informant is
unknown but is considered subject to doubt because of discre-
pancies of his stories, and because of information received
from other sources.

NICIiOLS has been extremely active in affairs of the
Anerican Independent Party in California, prompting GEORGE
WALLACYE for president.

AGENTS TIN INTERVI
CAUTION T ANY

Rureau (RM)

Birmingham (Info.) (AM)(RM)
Los Angeles (AM)(RM)
¥noxville (AM) (RM)

Memphis (u4u4-1987)(AM)(RM)
Mobile (AM)(RM)

Sacramento (AM)(RM)

San Francisco

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HAROLD EDWARD NICHOLS, commonly known as HAL NICHOLS,
was interviewed at his apartment, #33 Los Palmas Apartments,
15375 Tropic Court, San Leandro, California. After proper identi-
fication, he was advised that investigation was being conducted
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation concerning a violation
of Federal Law in connection with the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING. Further, that an allegation had been received that Mr.
NICHOLS might have information pertinent to this matter on the
basis of remarks NICHOLS is reported to have made concerning such
matters in the presence of others.

Mr. NICHOLS advised that he has no information concern-
ing the murder, and except for his personal opinion as to who
might be responsible, has no specific information concerning
the murder. He said he had absolutely no objection to discussion
of the matter.

Mr. NICHOLS advised that he is extremely active in the
political field at the present time and in the recent past. He
is a member of an eight man board.in charge of promoting candidates
for the American Independent Party (AIP) in California, and
particularly in behalf of the candidady of former Governor GEORGE
WALLACE of Alabama for President. He stated that most persons
not familiar with the AIP program and objectives, seem to assume
that those favoring AIP are what is sometimes termed "negro-baiters.”
He denied that this is true, and said that from the view point of
promoting the AIP, the murder of Dr. KING under such circumstances
was a set back to the AIP who might have favored their principles.

He said that no one knowledgeable in affairs of the AIP
would have caused or participated in a situation or action such
as this in that it would be certain to make a "Martyr" of Dr. KING,
which would hurt the AIP.

However, since persons generally seem to associate AIP
members with 'negro-baiters,” he is frequently kidded® along
such lines by certain persons with whom he regularly comes into
contact.
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He said that in recent months he has regularly fre-
quented the Blue Dolphin, a San Leandro restaurant, and in fact
assisted in arranging a couple of luncheons there in honor of
WALLACE. Therefore, he has become acquainted with the owner .~
of the Blue Dolphin, BILL PELUSO, and with many of the employees,
including the bartenders.

When he goes to the cafe, he frequently goes to the bar
and the bartenders frequently “kid" him concerning some current
event involving Negroes or the AIP. This has been goinz on for
several months, and everything said has been in jest.

However, he speculated that some person hearing
such conversation might misinterpret the conversation, and draw
a conclusion which would not be warranted.

In connection with Dr. KING's murder, he recalls such a
conversation in the bar of the Blue Dolphin either the same night
Dr. KING was killed, or possibly the evening after that.

As he recalled he had been driving on the Nimitz Freeway -
in Oakland, about 5:00 pm the night of the murder, April 4, 1968,
when he first heard the announcement on the car radio.

When next visiting the 3Zlue Dolphin, he recalled one of
the employees greeting him with the comment "Well, I see you got
him," or some similar comment. He believed he replied that
"It wasn't me.’

The next comment dealt with "How did you ret back from
Memphis so soon?"

As he recalled, he made some facetious remark such as
"There's planes leaving every hour."”
y

He again stated that the above conversation was strictly
in the nature of 'kidding," and except for the actual specific
subject matter, was very similar to other comments made at the
same place on numerous occasions.

He believed that these comments could have been mis-
construed by someone who heard them, if the listener did not
understand the circumstances or attached some literal interpreta-
tion to the remarks.
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Mr, NICHOLS said that he had no objection to furnishing
his whereabouts on March 29,30, 1968 and April 4, 1968, and to
furnishing independent substantiation if he could.

Relative to the date April 4, 1968, Mr. NICHOLS said that
he could definitely establish his whereabouts on that date. [le
stated that he left the Bay Area in his own car sometime between
7:00 and 9:00 am, drove to Berkeley, California, where he picked - -
up a real estate dealer named CYRIL STEVENSOH, Jr., telephone
524-2392. They then proceeded to Oroville, California, to look

at some real estate which they were considering for investment
purposes.

He recalled that they visited a savings and loan
association in Oroville, but does not recall the name of it,
although Mr. STEVENSON would probably know. To the best of his
recollection, they returned to the Bay Area about 5:00 pm. He
dropped Mr. STEVENSON off at his car in Berkeley, and proceeded
out the Nimitz Freeway toward San Leandro. It was at this time
that he first heard of the killing of Dr. KING on his car radio.

In further support of his whereabouts, Mr. NICHOLS said
that when in San Leandro he frequently charges his gasoline at a
Douglas Service Station on Marina Blvd. When traveling, he pays
cash. He does not use a credit card. 'hether charged to his
account, or when paying cash, he usually obtains a purchase ticket.
He throws these tickets in the clove compartment of his Cadillac
where they are available if needed for his business records.

He located in his glove compartment the following charge
tickets which he said recorded purchases at Douglas Service
Station, !arina Blvd., San Leandro, both dated April 4, 1968:

Ticket #B 036026 dated 4/4/68 recording purchase
of $5.00 of gasoline.

Ticket #3 36186 recording purchase of $4.55 of
gasoline.

Mr. NICHOLS said that undoubtedly he had put gas in the
car in the morning when leaving for Oroville, and had put in gas
upon his return that evening.
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A search of the available tickets failed to record
any purchase of gasoline in the Oroville area, although Mr. NICHOLS
believed they must have purchased gasoline. He dces not recall,
but thought that perhaps Mr. STEVENSON had paid for some gasoline
in the area.

Relative to his whereabouts on March 29,30, 1968, Mr.
NICHOLD said that he does not recall specifically where he was.
He stated that he tries to go to his home in Southern California
every other weekend to visit his wife and 2 1/2 year o0ld son.
By consulting a calendar, he determined that this would have
been the weekend when he normally visited his wife.

When he makes this trip, he normally leaves on Saturday
morning, which in this instance would have been March 30, 1968.
He sometimes drives and sometimes flies via Air California from
Oakland, California Airport to Orange County Airport.

He searched his available gasoline tickets and could
locate no record of purchases on March 29 or 30, 1968. This
indicated to him that if he had visited his home in Southern
California that weekend he hed probably gone by air.

Mr. NICHOLS was asked if he could estabtlish his where-
abouts on March 29 & 30, 1968 through other records. He said that
his business records probably would not show such information, with
the exception of his appointment book, which might give him a clue
as to where he had been. Ie contacted his secretary and ascertain-
ed there were no notations in his appointment bock for those dates.

He said that he has discontinued the use of a checking
account due to several civil suits having been filed against him,
so he could not establish his whereabouts by cancelled checks.

He does not use credit cards, whether for gasoline or
airline travel. He examined numerous airline ticket folders
which he found in his apartment. He said he makes no particular
effort to save these. He found some undated and none for the
pertinent dates. There were no copies of tickets.
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Mr. NICHOLS advised that he makes numerous long
distance telephone calls, business, personal and political in
nature. He makes them from his business phone, 483-3151, and from
the phone in his apartment, 483-1270.

He said his telephone bill for the period contains
record of numerous long distance telephone calls which could
definitely establish that he was in San Leandro on March 28, 1968
and probably on March 30, 1968. He furnished the following concern-
ing these records:

March 29, 1968

10:13 am Telephone call to 714 774 2969, Anaheim, California
where he talked to an ex-business associate RUSSELL
TOWNSEND.

Telephone call to 714 871 2950, Fullerton, California,
where he talked to JIM TOWNSEND, brother of above
RUSSELL TOWNSEND.

Telephone call to 805 831 5379, where he talked to Mr.
MAYALL, State Chairman of the Committee directing AIP
campaign in California. He believes this telephone
number is no longer in use, but Mr. MAYALL can be
reached through 871 6283 in Bakersfield, which Mr.
NICHOLS believes is the home telephone of Mr. MAYALL.

Collect telephone call, person to person, received by
him from AL STANLEY, who was calling from telephone 553 4530 in
Oroville, California. Mr. STANLEY does not have a telephone, so
location of above phone is unknown to him. STANLEY can be located
through the M&K Hancock Service Station in Oroville.

March 30, 1968

His telephone records reflect that at 12:11 pm, a call
was placed from his office to 916 725 2908, Roseville, California.
He noted that this is the telephone number of his employee,

CHUCK SULLIVAN, who works in San Leandro but returns to his home
in Roseville on Friday evening for the weekend.
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Mr. NICHOLS does not specifically recall making this
call, and in reality it could have been made by any company
employee. However, he sometimes handles Saturday business at
the office so SULLIVAN can go home on Friday, and it is most
likely that he is the one who made the call.

Since this is the last recorded call on Saturday,
March 30, 1968, and since he is quite certain he visited his wife
in Southern California on that weekend, he feels that shortly
after this call he went to the Oakland Airport and got a flight
to Orange County Airport.

He said he would have flown Air California Air Lines
and since they make their reservations by name, this line should
have a record of his having made such a trip.

He also volunteered information on a trip he had made
back East. He said his mother-in-law, JEANNETTE CRITTENDEN,
502 Lee Circle, Johnson City, Tennessee, died about two to three
weeks prior to March 1, 1968. His wife had naturally gone back for
the funeral. His wife remained there for two or three weeks after
the funeral to clear up detailsof the death and the estate.

Mr. NICHOLS said that he desired to visit his wife's
relatives and to bring his wife back to California. He decided to
drive his car back to Johnson City, and because of his interest in
activities of the AIP, he decided to stop and confer with leaders
of that party in Montgomery, Alabama.

He said that en route to Johnson City, he stopped in
Montgomery on the night of February 27, 1968, at which time he
stayed at the Holiday Inn, Midtown. Next day he drove to Johnson
City, where he stayed a few days at 502 Lee Circle.

On March 3, 1968, accompanied by his wife and small son,
he was again in Montgomery en route to California. At this time,
he stayed at the Town House Motel. ’

He next has record of a cash receipt from Cotton's .
Truck Stop, Las Cruces, New Mexico on March 5, 19368, which.he sgld
was for the purchase of gasoline on his return trip to California.
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Mr. NICHOLS advised that he was born |
Aberdeen, Washington. He has been in California most of the time
since 1945. He attended high school at Golden Gate Academy, which
was at that time in Berkeley, California, but which moved to some
hill area near Oakland. He is not sure it is still in operation.
He graduated in 1947.

During the school year 1950-51 he attended La Sierra
College in Riverside, California.

From 1951 to 1953 he was in the U.S. Marine Corps under
MSN 1206458. Since 1953, he has worked as a salesman, prdmcipally
in California, but actually traveling in numerous states.

He is married and his wife lives in Southern California.
He said he is reluctant to furnish her specific address because
he feels that reprisals against his wife and child are very
possible because of his political activities in behalf of AIP
should her address become generally known.

He said that he established a business in Sacramentc,
California in July, 1967, known as Certified Wire Service. This
business is still in operation but he intends to dissolve it as
it is losing money.

He came to San Leandro in December, 1967, and established
his present business known as Diamond Fence Co., 14i94 Wickes
Blvd., San Leandro.

He is active in experimenting with gold dredging combined
with skin diving, and spends some weekends in the Sierra stream
areas searching for gold, or conducting experiments along those
lines.

He also had interest in speculative investment in
businesses in the Oroville area, which are in a depressed state ™
due to departure of the workmen engaged in building the now com-
pleted Oroville Dam. He believed such property could be pur-
chased cheaply and held until business picks up, insuring an ex-
cellent profit. He has abandoned this idea, at least temporarily.
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He said that he has no photo of himself at the present
time due to theft of his billfold, with the exception of the
photo on his driver's license, California #B 295 330.

He said he has been arrested, but not since he was
in the US Marine Corps.

He is described as:

Race White

Sex Male

Nationality American

Date of birth

Place of birth Aberdeen, Washington
Height 5! g"

Weight 220

Hair reddish blond

Eyes Grey-green

Build Obese

Complexion Light

Teeth even & smoke stained

Mr. NICHOLS volunteered that should further information
or clarification be desired, he would be pleased to attemnt to
furnish such information.
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LEADS :

KNOXVILLE

AT JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEF: Verifv death of JEANMETTE
CRITTENDEN about February, 1968, and conduct investigation to
establish presence of IVICHAOLS in that city from about February
28, 1968 to March 3, 1968,

LOS ANGELES

AT ANAYEIM, CALTIFORMNTA: Locate RUSSFLL TOVWNSEND through
telephone number 71k 774 2969, a business associate of NICHOLS
to verify telephone call he received from NICHOLS 3/29/68.

AT FULLERTON, CALTFORYNTIA: Locate JIM TO'"JSEND, brother
cf RUSSELL TO"NSEFMD, to verify telephone call he recieved from
NICHOLS 3/29/68.

MODILE

AT rIONTGOMERY, ALABAMA:1)'7ill check registration of
Holiday Motel, Midtcwn, to verify presence of NICHMOLS in that
city 2/27/68. ('le drives 1967 Cadillac convertible, white
canvas over light blue, California license UPD u4832),

2)%7111 verify that NICHWOLS and his wife stayed at Town
House lotel nicht of 3/3/68.

SACRAMENTO

AT OROVILL™, CALIFORMNIA: ''i11 locate AL S5TANLEY throuch
MEK Hancock Sérvice Station to verify that STANLIEY placed collect
person to person call to NICHOLS in San Leandro on 3/29/68,
and talked to him.

SAN FRANCTSCO

AT BERVELEY, CALTFORMTA: ™ill interview realtor CYRIL
STEVENSON, Jr.,, telephone number 524-2392, to verify he tcook
a trip with NICHOLS to Oroville on 3/29/68,
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AT OAKLAND, CALTFOR!NTA: At Ozklend Airport, ascertain
if NICYOLS made trip to Orange County Airport on 3/30/68.

AT SAN LILANDRO, CALTIFORNIA: Verify gas cherges of
NICHOLS at Douglas Station, Marinza Roulevard, on b/4L/88, and
any record of charges on 3/29,30/68.
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Date: R
S5/2/768

PLALINTLEA

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPR

(Priority)

1O DInkCHOrn (4= 30

FrOw 1akse (157-3281)

URKIN

AND SOavANKNAH AFRTL TweENICSEVERN LasT,

ARND NEwarng tbb [0 18dePfs Arill TakdiY NINE Last.

Rive NINEUZEN SIXIYSEVLEN Un NINEIRLN SIATY RIGAT BrObN PLYEOUIH

BERanING FLORIDA LICENSL 1Hnkl E Flvk 514 FOuUR Irnkk SEEN

FAaN IN SAVANNAH, Ghe, APRIL fLeNITSIA LAST BEING DnalviEd

DikoCinlbky A5 «RobiinLING JEMBES Lanl, nAY.

Ok oy TwD INSIANL, dlsy AN LInostYs pbhCnlkianY AT Jliedy
CENIRAL FLOnILA AUT0 AJCIION LD OnLanpd AULTO AUCIION, OnLaNLGS

Flie, abvIsED tlunklnid STATYFIVE LYX0ier, JvIn » 1w0 rIVeE w0

1ol STA Shybi 5T NAUEHT RIGHT wAS SOLL JANUARY STALERNs SI1X0Y
P

EIGHD {0 walk PHILLIFS, PG 2y B IALKS, FALATKS FLive AULCTION
AECOnD OF Ay FLounlbs LIChN>h 0N ViedICLE.

JEUKSONVILLE Al ralsalds DEitocibl Frow RHILLIFS SnrUTHES L0

WHOM 20l Car 4l COoNDUOL ArPoUrglats INVESEIGATION 10 Ukihhmiﬁb

Uwdibt AND Hls wAN 2 L Wl A JBnEs Aol raYe

AlnuATL Clelhs Stisy Nnos o rrdh AND Dy s
AXEED 000 DAkG 3
A 1. / ’/J(
pproved: . [ 7 £ Ser
R ‘ ~ o
~Special Agent in Charge
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 ‘
5010104
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (L44-1740) paTE: 5/4/68

FrRoM : SA ARTHUR JON COOK

susject: MURKIN
CR
00:ME

Re: Memo of SA Harry T. Posey, dated 4/23/68.

1964 Rambler, VIN G502051, 1968 Georgia license 1 D 59124,
was recovered by the Gadsden, Alabama, Police Department on
L/5/68. On L/6/68 L.P. Payne, Chief of Uetectives, Gadsden,
Alabama, Police Uepartment, advised his men had processed the
vehicle when it was recovered for latent fingerprints with neg-
ative results. Subsequent investigation at Gadsden, Alabama,
and Hapesville, Georgia, where vehicle was stolen, has failed
to develop any suspects. It is noted the vehicle was stolen
on 4/L/68 between 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. .

U

[ e ae o

o e
e .

I TG - s

1-BH 26-25227
1-BH 44-1740
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC (F57=64 DATE: 5=6~68

Buist W. Swaim, 0SS=C

SUBJECT: FILE REVIEWS - 157 CLASSIFICATION
Possible Suspects = Martin Luther King Murder

The following files in the 157 classification
were reviewed by the following individuals as possible
suspects in MURKIN. In connection with the reviews, it
was determined whether the subject of each file was a
member of a klan or similar type organization; whether
the Bureau had been advised to index; pertinent descriptive
data where avallable was noted; and in particular pertinent
information for Identification Divislion record checks,
including FBI numbers, police numbers, etc. Individual
3x5 cards were made on each file and will be temporarily
retained pending possible completion of the review, it being
noted the review was discontinued upon identification of
JAMES EARL RAY as the subject in the MURKIN matter. In the
event the review is resumed, the following files indicated
by () should be reviewed:

157~ 1 thru 127 Prince
128 " 221 Swaim
222 339 Roberts
3%0 1183 Swaim
L 8l 696 Roberts
697 789 Prince
790 992 Swaim
993 1285 Prince
1286 1416 %
117 1779 Swaim
1780 181l 3
1815 1861 Roberts
1862 End '

(U-BH &4~ /749
BWS
(1)

Jec - /S7-0

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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BIRMGHANY

HOL D

TAYPA (137-3231)

(44=-1T40)Y (P)

RECTANPA TELETYPE TO DIAEGIIR AND 3T R¢INGEAM THNISTANT DATE.
THIS DATE.

LINDA, SETNTEIVTIZWED

JAMIES Le LHFARKDS AND WIlbios
A1

FLURNT SHED 3TA4INCGHAM.

AAERT CON

PeY
pe e Cm A e
HE CLAIMS ARE DREAW

NOHTS ZALARY AMERTCAN SFO WS
LATYED TD CARD Is5s5UKD HI OUNING NINETEEN SIATYSEVEN FATR

SEASON AT JACKEON, MIS3T35TPPI.

STATED STLOMEYER (PEONETIC)
' SPARKS CLATIED

CALTHS O RITVAL AMERICAN SHO W3,

SATCAVE UWITH EAPLOYEE XKNOWS 10 HIM AS

3 WU YAL AGERICAN DURING TAYPA

HILs STATYEIGHT, Hio AND wIFLE WORKED
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WIFE CLATMS JUOE WILL
ARGUMENT AFTER 5HE, LINDA,

URNED FAND ON COFFFE URN.

ASCERTAIN I¥ ID CARD ANp PAY RECEIPIS

ISSURD 3¢ ROYAL AYMERTICAN 5HO WS (AMS3D) .
TS LEAVING SIMINGHAY MAY SEVEN AT

AVATLASLE FOR INTERVIEW UNTIL THAT DATE IF

A FURNTSHED ME4PHI 3

ARMEDRD AND DANGERDUS.
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Soogzi?gesjfps;) -66) Date _5/ 6/6 8
To:
(] Director FILE __BH 44-174’
Att.:
. X7sac _TAMPA
[] ASAC
(] Supv.
(] Agent
[ SE
Qe RE: BH tel to TAMPA, 5/6/68
e o
(] Steno l |

[ Clerk [ Rotor #:
: ACTION DESIRED

Title MURKIN

[ Acknowledge (1 Open Case

[] Assign Reassign [] Prepare lead cards

[ Bring file (] Prepare tickler

] Call me [] Recharge serials

(] Correct [] Return assignment card

[] Deadline [} Return file
] Deadline passed (] Return serials
[] Delinguent [] Search and return
(] Discontinue [ See me |
Expedite Send Serials '
O - P 77777 —Tfas
K7 For information [] Submit new charge out '
[ Handle [] Submit report by
(] Initial & return (] Type
[ Leads need attention
[] Return with explanation or notation as to action taken.

Re JAMES L. SPARKS, Robinwood, Alabama,
enclosed are eight (8) payroll receipt and
wages statements allegedly issued by Royal
American Show to SPARKS, and one (1) personal
identification card of SPARKS. These items
to be transmitted to BH upon Tampa's completion
of investigation regag&;n ~Qh e

- t.
N i
D
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FBI

Date: 5/6/68

Transmit the following in i i
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR AND TAMPA (157-3231)
FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)

MURKIN, CR, O0O: MEMPHIS,

RE TAMPA TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM INSTANT

.mnas L. SPARKS AND WIFE, LINDA, REINTERVIEWED THIS DATE.
BOTH REITERATED INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED BIRMINGHAM,
JAMES SPARKS TURNED OVER TO BUAGENTS ROYAL AMERICAN
IDENTIFICATION CARD AND RECEIPTS HE CLAIMS ARE DRAW RECEIPTS
ON HIS SALARY ISSUED HIM BY ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS, SPARKS
CLAIMED ID CARD ISSUED HIM DURING NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN FAIR
SEASON AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI,

SPARKS STATED HE KNOWS J. C. SILOMEYER (PHONETIC)
WHO HE CLAIMS OWNS ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS, SPARKS CLAIMED
WORKED ON RIDE CALLED BATCAYE WITH EMPLOYEE KNOWN TO HIM AS
MOOSE, STATED LAST EMPLOYED BY ROYAL AMERICAN DURING TAMPA

FAIR, MARCH AND APRIL, SIXTYEIGHT, WHEN HE AND WIFE WORKED d
END PAGE ONE. gy 1O - /

RCYE iDL —

1 - Memphis (ANM) e LZED ﬁ &,

| RDS:jam Lm/,'// ' (/ﬁﬁ /
Appw \‘\b/& = Sent 6’3‘ hﬁ{p Per K/‘Z/ZVL

Special Agent 4n Chcrge /
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FD-36 (Fbv. 5-22-64) ‘
>

|

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

COOK SHACK FOR TED AND JOE WILLIAMS, WIFE CLAIMS JOE VILL

REMEMBER HER BECAUSE THEY HAD AN ARGUMENT AFTER SHE, LINDA,

BURNED HAND ON COFFEE URN/

TAMPA WILL ASCERTAIN IF ID CARD AND PAY RECEIPTS
ARE THOSE ISSUED BY ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS (AMSD),
SPARKS STATES HE IS LEAVING BIRMINGHAM MAY SEVEN NEXT
BUT WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW UNTIL THAT DATE IF
NECESSARY,

AM FURNISHED MEMPHIS

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,
END AND ACK,

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

EACH DESK DATE: 4/18/68
ASAC RALPH J. RAMPTON

MURKIN SQUAD

Effective 4/18/68 the following Special Agents have
been exclusively assigned to the MURKIN case and should not
be given any other assignments during the period their
services are required in this investigation:

HENRY A. SNOW - Case Agent
WILLTAM A. SAUCIER

ROBERT M. BARRETT

NEIL P. SHANAHAN

ROBERT J. YARNALL

RICHARD D. SCHWEIN

NEIL G. MARTIN

It is anticipated these Agents should be able to handle
all Headquarters City leads; however, if investigative require-
ments demand additional help other Agents will receive assign-
ments on a need basis. Resident Agents will be assigned according
to need also.

SAC Y -7 U

ASAC

#3 Supervisor
Miss Buchanan
Miss Lovvorn
Switchboard

Sat. Supv. Manual

N S
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P21 3T RMGEHAY

FOT TAGEN
3 4379 USGENT 5-G-6R 3LV
DTRECTOR, AND BTIGINGHAN (44-1740)

TAMPA (157-3231) 3F

RE BTxGTNGHEAY TELETYPES MAY ONE
T0 BUREAU, TAYMPA NID SIFRT L, AND BSusmiAl
T 51 TAGPA AND MEAPHT S, MAY TWD,
WET S5y CONCESSTONS
CONCESSTONS SECRETAR HARRY HTEPHEAD,
NDEPENDENT UPEAATOR OF CONCESSTUNSs DDN PIERSON,
VU O CONCESSTONS, RICHARD rExrLICH, INDI VIDUAL
AT GALLERTES, GUY GARDNERs SECRETARY SR AS UREN
SANAGIR, AN JACKH FLYnNNs ASSTITANT SUFEATNTENDENT

CONCESSTUNDS, NOYAL AAERICAN SHO WS, INCes TAYMPA,

rLAG, ADVISED THLEY WeExkE NOT ACSUATNTED WIITH JaMks

a3 g

TOHERIKEE' AND LINBA SPARKS. LHUY GARDNLER, SECHETARY-

END FAGE ONE .- /7‘%) B /éa?’]
SEARCHED.__.__, __INDEXED
SERIALIZED.SZ2__FILED

s )
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BUSTNESS MAVAGER, UNVABLE 10 LOCATE EMPLOY
FOR MES 0 LINDA SPARKS
CHARLES RAY JOFNSON TED AND JOFE PATTEXZSON LNKNO N
AND JOE WILLIAAS WHO OPERATE

AMERICAN SHOWS, DEPARTED TAMPA

AND WILL REJOIN SHOW AT DAVENPUKRTs 10 WA,

JUNE ONES
DEMAY STATEDL NU ONE FIIAT
G ESCRIPTION AT ANY.XIFE PREFPARED HTS 4EALS SITNCE HE
CAK RS MEALL AT COQH HUUSE.EI:H OTHER EMPLOYKES.
S50 STATED N EWPLOYEE HLEEPS T RATLRAVAD CARD
WHTLE TN WINTER BUARTERDSs 146PAs FLA.
DESAY ADVISED MANTFEST CARDS TS5S5UED
ANUALLY AND EXPIRDE S4aMF 0 i< ROYAL AMERICAN
S HO L GANTFEST NUCABER FIFTREN I55UED FOR
INETEEN TYSEVENSs TOHURL TO NOOSEVELT GUNMAZSON.
FEMAY s GUY GARDNERs JOE BROWN, TIMEKEEPES

D FDARSAN, ANGELD HAATILION, LASORER AND JAMES

NDPAGE TV
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A - / NENER A3y yyo e - “a - ~ A ey b e . —~ —
ALLEN JOHNS3UN, LA30RER, J20YAL AMERICAN 5HO wos UNABLE
TOENTIFY PHOTOGRAPHS OF S5PARKS O0R HIS WIFE AS

DN ASSOCIATED WITH SHOWs AT ANY 11H4E.
EMPLOYEES, ROYAL AMERICAN

OBSERVED SUBJECT'S PHOTOGRAPH AND COULD RECALL

Al OF THE ABOVE

S5 HY WS,
AT ANY TIME RESEMRLING

NO O ONE ASS0CTATEDL

WILL RKRE-INTERIVIEW JAMES SPAR!

CAnUs, EAPIRING NINETEEN

10 CLARTFY FATION .
AEMPHT 5.

A FURNTSHED (ki

ARMED ANT DANGERDUS.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

¢

FBI
Date: 5/7/68
PILAIN TEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS

BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)

THOMAS BRITTON, HALEYVILLE, ALA., ADVISED HE KNEW JAMES

o

EARL RAY WHILE CONFINED TO MISSOURI STATE PRISON, BRITTON

STATED RAY WAS "WALK BOY'", THAT IS BROUGHT HOT WATER FOR SHAVING

CANDY, ETC. TO PRISONERS IN J BLOCK WHERE BRITTON WAS CONFINED.
BRITTON ADVISED FIRST BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH RAY, WHEN RAY
NOTICED HE WAS RECEIVING A BIRMINGHAM NEWSPAPER, AND MENTIONED
TO HIM THAT HE USED TO LIVE IN BIRMINGHAM AND WOULD ENJOY READ-
ING THE PAPER. BRITTON SAVED PAPER FOR RAY THERE_AFTER, THUS
BECOMING FRIENDS,
P

BRITTON STATED THAT "COOLEY'S ORGANIZA?ION" WAS A PROTECTIO]

AND ENFORCER ORGANIZATION THAT OPERATED IN THE PRISON., MEMBER-

SHIP WAS GAINED BY PAYING TEN DOLLARS MEMBERSHIP FEE., MEMBERS
RECEIVED HELP AGAINST OTHER PRISONERS WHEN NEEDED, AND FOR A
ADDITIONAL FEE COULD OBTAIN '"SPECIAL FAVORS" IF A PRISONER™ T

JHK: jbt Sy ) 7/ - S

( 1) )\ CoARCHED IMDEXED
: . Pl

'LED_"E{_

SFa S P APT o 2

/4/7’(? 7 0, %
Approved: sem© 4. /72 M Per i
al Agent in Charge

Iy o
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FD-36 (Rev. §-22-64)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the fbllowing in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

BlcA*T94%0

INM® TROUBLE WITH PRISON AUTHORITIES, FEES WERE PAID TO THE
ORGANIZATION TO OBTAIN ANYTHING FROM SIMPLE CONTRABAND, TO HAVINS
A PRISONER MURDERED, BRITTON STATED HE NEVER HEARD THAT
"COOLEY'S ORGANIZATION'" EVER OFFERED A REWARD FOR KING'S
ASSASSINATION, BRITTON DID NOT KNOW WHO HEADED THE ORGANIZATION
OR IF THERE ACTUALLY WAS A MAN NAMED COOLEY WHO RAN IT. HE
BELIEVED IT MIGHT HAVE CONSISTED OF FIVE, SIX OR SEVEN MEN,
BRITTON ADVISED RAY TOLD HIM ONCE ABOUT AN ORGANIZATION

/
OUTSIDE THE PRISON CALLED THE "BUSINESS MENS ASSOCIATION" WHICH

OFFERED ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS "FOR PEOPLE LIKE KING TO
BE KILLED,.," BRITTON STATED THAT RAY ADDED, REFERRING TO KING,
"HE'S FIVE YEARS PAST DUE.,"

BRITTON STATED RAY WAS "MONEY CRAZY" AND ON ONE OCCASION

TOLD HIM "ONE OF THESE DAYS IF I EVER GET OUT OF HERE I'M GOING

TO MAKE MYSELF A BUNCH OF MONEY.' WHEN BRITTON ASKED HIM HOW
HE INTENDED TO DO THIS, HE REPLIED, "THERE ARE MORE WAYS OF
MAKING MONEY THAN ROBBING BANKS.,"

BRITTON DESCRIBED RAY AS A CALM PERSON, A "DAYDREAMER,"
AND A LONER, HE SAID RAY DID NOT TAKE DOPE BUT WAS A HEAVY

DRINKER. HE BELIEVED RAY HAD A NORMAL SEX LIFE, BRITTON STATED

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) .

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

BH 44-1740
PAGE THREE

RAY WAS DEFINITELY "SLOUGH-FOOTED' AND HIS TOES POINTED OUT
NOTICEABLY WHEN HE WALKED CAUSING HIS HEELS TO WEAR DOWN ON
OUTSIDE EDGES. BRITTON STATED RAY DID NOT ASSOCIATE WITH ANY
NEGRO PRISONERS‘AND WOULD GO OUT OF HIS WAY TO AVOID THEM., HE
NEVER HEARD HIM MAKE ANY VIOLENT REMARKS REGARDING THEM.

BRITTON ADVISED THAT THE ONLY OTHER PERSON RAY MIGHT HAVE
BEEN CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH IN PRISON WAS A FULL BLOODED INDIAN
BARBER IN J BLOCK, WHOSE NAME HE DID NOT RECALL,

PRIOR TO RAY'S ESCAPE, BRITTON STATED HE GAVE RAY HIS
ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER IN JASPER, ALA.,; HOWEVER, HE DENIES HE
HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY RAY SINCE HIS RELEASE FROM PRISON IN MAY,
SIXTY SEVEN, |

BIRMINGHAM INDICES SHOW BRITTON SUBJECT OF BH EIGHT EIGHT -
FOUR TWO SIX SIX AND KC EIGHT EIGHI - SIX THREE SIX SIX,
CAPTIONED "THOMAS EDWARD BRITTON:/XKA. UFAP - UTTERING A FORGED
CHECK.." e

KANSAS CITY, AT JEFFERSON CITY, MO., ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY
AND LOCATE INDIAN BARBER WHO WAS IN J BLOCK WHEN RAY INCARCERATE

THERE AND INTERVIEW CONCERNING INFORMATION SET OUT ABOVE, HIS

ASSOCIATION WITH RAY, AND ANY INFORMATION HE MIGHT HAVE REGARDIN

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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>

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

BH 44-1740
PAGE FOUR

HIM. ALSO OBTAIN INFORMATION RE EXISTENCE AND OPERATION OF

"COOLEY'S ORGANIZATION" OPERATING IN THE PRISON AS ALLEGED BY

BRITTON., PROTECT IDENTITY OF BRITTON_ IN THESE INTERV AND

IN ANY LEADS SET FORTH. , ffs. .’ BA .m”’h M««M

BIRMINGHAM WILLf{REINTERVIEW BRITTON TODAY FOR SPECIFIC

DETAILS AS HE APPEARED TO BE RELUCTANT TO FULLY COOPERATE AT
TIME OF ORIGINAL INTERVIEW,

BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES WILL BE KEPT ADVISED.

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Srict ERrEb L

TO DIRECTOKR (44=-3RK61), ¢ATAMI, HMEAPHIL (44=-1937) AND

s

ST A TNGHAM

(157-3231) 3P

TASTANT, CARDL (VONNL UxJ iy,

s VI SED SHE AMD S HUSBAND, ALTIN

STEEMENT AN HE HAD ASANDONED HEx

SO TV LAST. SHE ADVISED SHE AND HER HudS3aNi ST1AYLED

ZERD HINE NURKTH DIXTES

WEDT rFale

APRTL ONE EIGHT 70 APRIL

CWENTY=PT v LAST. SEM LRsCrInBkh THIS HOTEL A5 A Y DO WN

RODIINGE HOUSE APANTHENTS TN THE REAR. ANOTHE DAY SHID

1]
L

Tl

«E5T PAL» SEACH,

SiEvERAL JCCUPANTS

A TRSCUSSTON Ta THE HALL OF

WHICH TTAE SHE PATD PARTICULAR

WDIVIDUALS TNAZGUCH

A o -7 3
T ot 71'
AND BUME TYPE Jr 3007105 TOBETHNG

SEARCHED.... - INDEXED
SERIALIZED
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UNUSLAL FOR ANYSNE TN THIo «#00@ING HIUSE 10 3K weEARTNG A

S UTTa LR ING CONVERSATION THT S THDT VI DUAL SATD HIS JAdE
JESE (LALY AND O THAT HE WAL Faud TENNESSER. DUNTING

PHTE CONVEASATION TUWl 20Y3, AGES THELVE AND SEVENTEEN HO
WITH MOTHER ON THIRD FLOOR OF HOTEL, WERE ALS0O PHESENT.

S RUOVLEY VA3 OF THIE UPINTON THAT THIS INDIVIDUAL ONLY HAD A

004 AT THE HOTEL.

WENTY-ETGHT, FIVE
NCHES, ONE HUNDRELD FIFIY-FIVE L35,
fe AN SBAND THAVELED 13 COCIAs rlfes AFPROFIMATELY
TWINTY=-PIVE LAST AND 5AW PICTURE Ur JAdES RARL waY O
HUSBANY rELT CERIAIN KAY AND PAILVIOUSLY-
TNDIVIDUAL TDENTICAL. STATEL NEITHER 3
)4 THEY SHOULD REPURT iHIS HATIER.

PInNLLAs PAK POLTCE STATION, TobLn LUCAL

THTREAVIENEZD THI S DATE, 8Y 3UAGENT AND

m ey v

PLY B U ousJECT. CitdwblEy salD
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THAT 3URJIECT TOENTICAL TO TaDIVIoUAL MENTIONED

a

FOINTED SUT 10 CROWLEY dreE D

SHE MATNTATNED HEX OFINION THAT

DENTICAL ¥ . ) AYECE IR OFNV R I 43 s

AN A0 TIONALLY SLE AND HONEST INDIVIDUAL.

.

T

BEACH, WILL CONDUCT APPRDOPRIATE
HOTEL TO LOCATE JEsS3E ABOVE

HTTCAL.

DANGERD UGS .

BT RNHEHAY
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