2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



|

.i/AT 44 -2386
+ JTB:bjc
1

|
.

On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK,
. JOSEPH G. SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE
RAYMOND DOWDA, an 1inmate at the Cobb County Jall, Marletta,
Georgla. DOWDA advis ed he was formerly incarcerated at the
Missourl State Prison, Jefferson City, Missourl. He stated
whille at the Missourl State Prison, he was acquainted for
~approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow
“inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missourl
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was
still incarcerated. He stated he had been the chlef cook
at the Missouri State Prison and RAY worked as a bread
slicer,

DOWDA advised RAY was the type person the other
inmates did not "mess with." He described RAY as a "loner"
who usually initlated the conversation 1f he wanted to talk
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never

- known RAY o become exclted and shout. To hils knowledge,
he has never known RAY to 2moke., He stated RAY had a fair
complexion, which was bplohbehy, having plmples around the
lower pertion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the
right side of his head during the entire time he had known
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash. He stated this rash
was very nofticeable due to the type of halrcut in the

Penitentlary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash.

He stated RAY's hair was lightly streaked with gray. He

advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a

large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He

stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated

RAY had dingy teeth.

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about "running
around" in St. Louls, Misscuri. He normally talked aboubt
two girl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight
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(a bar) located in elther St. Louls or Kansas City. DOWDA
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the
college at Columbla, Missourl, and it was hils impression
this girl had worked in a tavern there. .

DOWDA acdvised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring
on his left hand which was made at the Penltentlary,
having been made from white metal wlth raised initials.

He stated RAY never smiled., bubt when he smiled, 1t looked
like a smirk. Fe advised RAY was clean and not sloppy

in his dress. He descriraed RAY as an avid reader and
consldered RAY to be inteliligent. He advised RAY partic-
ipated in scfthall games as a pitcher and would watch all
of the baseball games a% the Penitentiary, however, he

had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball.

DOWDA .stated that some time in 1966, a group
of Black Muslims had petitioned for the right to have
thelilr own religlous services. He stated the Muslims would
congregace in groups and that a subseqguent search of the
Negro nrisoners had unccovered a large cachke of weapons,
DOWDA stated %the white prisoners then armed themselves and
there was a rlct at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro
prisoners ware klillled. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY
lad knifed these Negro priscners, but did say that if RAY
had not knifed them, he definltely krew who had killed them.

DOWDA stated RAY definitely was a raclst and
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and
firmly belleved that all the Negro prisoners inside the
Penltentiary shou:ld be killed. He stated RAY had on
several o2caslions made the statement that 1f the price were
right, he would kil MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate
a "contract"” was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
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DOWDA advised he would not be surprised 1f JAMES EARL RAY
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not believe RAY would have kllled KING without being

pald for 1it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the Missourl State Prison by going ocut of the prison behind
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt. _
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penltentlary
prior to thls., DOWDA advised he dces not belleve RAY returned
from maximum securlity confinsment prlor to DOWDA's release
from prison.

! DOWDA stated while in priscn, RAY was particularly
Iinterested in Wcste; misic., He statzd he does not recall
RAY ever mentlioning arything about dancing. He stated that
during this peﬂgod a numrer ¢f orchestras from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the State Priscn and RAY would
never miss these pexformances. He stated RAY often talked
about planning to go to the Lake of the Ozarks when he got
ou* of priscn. DCWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY

ould ccntact at the Lake of the O" arks, but stated if he
were to look for RAY thers, he wouzld first find out who was
selllng dope and through this person, locate RAY. He stated
RAY had talked a2cut being c¢in dope prilor to bheing in the
Missourl State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out-
side source cf “ncore while in prison inasmuch as RAY's
dope habit was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared tﬂ be well f*x\ug never wanting for anything.

DOWDA extimated RAY spert $15 to $20 a week for
personal convenlences. He stated RAY, while in prison,
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main line." He
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY's source
of income. DOWDA stated he 1ls certain RAY was not selling
amphetamine to other pr*soners, stating he has known RAY

to glve free amphetaﬂ¢ e to prisoners who needed a shot.
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, butb
admltted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missourl
State Prison.

DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the
gate in the kitchen of the Missouri State Prison, was very
close to JAMES EARL RAY and 1t was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source cf amphetamine. He stated
BENJAMIN O, CGOODIN was a civiilan in charge of the kitchen
and he is certain GOODIN was not connected in any way with
the bringing of amphetamine 1nto the prison. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands 1t was
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape in 1966, '

DOWDA advised one NEIL -ABBY (phonetic) was RAY's
closest frlend in the Missoirl State Prison and was respon-
sible for bringing RAY intc the kitchen. He stated ABBY
at this time was chilefl cook at tbe orison. He belleves
ABBY was serving time for
he dces know that dope was oonrected with ABBY's offense
He stated ABBY had a detalner on him as he was an escapee
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY is presently in custody bus does not bﬂlleve he 1s
presently in the Missoursi State Prison.

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN
RIGGER. He stated RIGGER was from Cslifornia and RIGGER's
wife was a psychiabtrist at the Napa State Hospltal, which
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1s located north of San Francisco, California.

DOWDA advised that RAY and cther inmates that mlght
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida,
address, and would not know that he 1s presently in Mariletta,
Georgla. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently
resides at. 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florlda, and
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Flerida, would be
sent to Deland, Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentioned
anything which would indicate RAY was assoclated with any-
one in the Atlanta, Georgla, area. DOWDA stated the only
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia,
who was an inmate at the Misscurl State Prison was one
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgla. He advised WHITE had a
Federal detalner against him and telieves WHITE 1s still
incarcerated at the Missourl State Prison.

DOWDA advised he had mwade a trip to California in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent
Thanksgiving Day visiting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resildes
at Palos Verdes, California. He stated GRAHAM 1is Regional
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife
had stopped at Jeffersacn City and while there, contacted a
Missourl State Prison guard, Mr. "PETE" PETRIE., He stated
he had not made any inqulry concernling RAY and was not
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any
inquiry concerning inmates inasmuch as hls wife did not know
he was a former inmatve of the Missourl State Prison. He
stated he had stopped in the Kansas City, Missourl, area
and attempted to lozate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been
in tle Missouri State Prison as PAUT. ALVIN CARTER. He
stated LAIL Lad been released approximately a year before
he had and that they had agreed to atbtempt to get together

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2385
JTB:bJc

—lee

after thelr release from prison. He stated LAIL worked 1n
the license shop at the Missourl State Prison and although
he was acquainted wilth RAY, he dld not believe LAIL was a
particularly gocod friend of RAY., He stated after his return
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR.
He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos Drive, Palm’
Springs, West Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965-
4221, He stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a Job
and had come to Mariestta, Georgla, looking for employment.
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgla, with his

wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for
approximately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having
been arrested on March 4, 1968,

| DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern-
Ing RAY which might assist in his locatlion, but in the

event he remembered anything additional, he would contact

the FBI,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386
JRI:sja
1

nt

The following investigation was conducted by
SA JAHLS RICHARD FLICI on April 25, 1958 at Morietta,
Gzorgia:

LEWIXN RAYHMOND DOVDA was interviewed at thez
®bb County Jail, larietta, Georgia, where he was incarcerataed
and provided the following information regarding JANES
LARL RAY:
\
L . DOWDA advised after thz dintervicw with acents
on APril 24, 106 he recalled that he had also bzen
employed by LL”‘“tt-La (hhonmtic) Drug Company at Tenth
and Paachtree Streats, ta, G2orgia. DOVDA advised
he was enployved thearz bhe nanageyr in the soda fountain
aepaviment., DOVDA advised thot he had learnsd previously
that ths subjoet AMES BARL RAY, had bzan secen in Atlﬁnta
and thouwncwo""lblv ‘iw t have come looking for DOWDA,
DOUDA stated he had whether or not RAY might hu
avayce of his emgzloymant, but stated there woas a pcssikﬂity
t he nay have bazen. DOVDA coatinucd he had bean cmnloved
igogett Lians Drug Comnany around KNovenb2r or Dacember
967. DOIDA gtated durding that time he worked under
(Fivst Name Unlnown) CHOTAS, who was the General lManager
P Liggett Lan2 Drug Stores and worked with EDITH (Last
1l Unknoxl) who becane thez ilanager of the soda fountain
ruuent after DCWVDA 1L_t their emnloyment. DOWDA advised
aver come into the Liggsett Lene Drug Stove
him these two persons would have bzan the persons
lilkkely to have been contacted in this regard.

DOWDA stated he had never received anv infcormation
that anyonz sinmilar to RAY had bsen seeking hin but stated
that thare was a wuistinet possipfity that this may have been
S
crue.

DOUDA furth“r lviacd som2tine aft 12 had boen
arrested by azents in lax " Georgia, ot tl Bonanza
Sirioin Pit, hﬂ hac bzan advirs v p2rscoss, who he could
not reeanll 2t o lonz distonee wohonz2 cnil had hzen made ©o
chie Boenanun WIxL01n Pit in Mavietta cvoun! November or
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Date Amount of Chzck

April 5, 1968 $E0
April 21, 1968 $80. 64

HELBRIEA stated during this five or six weck
period, he had mads loans to DOWDA in two checks, one

for $30 and on° for . HEIBREE advised that if DOWDA
were to have Dbz “yvad five days pner weszk, his checks
would run approxlnr*u, 320 to 3115, HIIBRED advised
thaL all of thz che c“1 indicate that DOWDA may not have
csibly worlked all five days of ths week, but again
Labwd Lhat this was due to the weather, stating that in
rainy-type weather it was imzossible for thom to work,

Hlﬁiiﬂﬁ L: T3 2t DOVDA had bzen a satisiactory.
en“10 ze while
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On April 29, 1968, LEWIE RAYHOND DOWDA was interviewed
at the Marietta City Jail, Harietta, Georgia, by Special Agents
ROEBERT R, FIRRY, JANES RICHARD FL!CL and JACh T, BEVERSTHIN,
DOVWVDA had been transferred to this jail due to an escape attempt
by other prisoners at the Cobb County, Georgia, Jail,

DOWDA advised JA!NLS EARL RAY bhad been very close to
(Flrst Name Unknocwn) "?Uﬂﬁh{” MILLER, an ex~boxer who had
worked in the kitchen at the lissouri State Penitentiary (HSP),
MILLER had been one of the leaders at the N3P and was removed
from the kitchen after the accidental killing by him of another
prisonsr during a fight, DOWDA stated he had no knowlndwe
that MILLER was engaged in the digtribution of amphetamines
at 'the prison, e stated AILMA“ was released from prl on and
went to a town lccated close to the MSP, where he started
passing bad checks, BENJANIIT O, GOODIT, Supervisor in the
MSP PJtChC“, tried to retrize these bad ch@cks, but was
unable to do so bafore MILILH was returned to prison for
passing bad checks, DOVDA could not explain why GOCODIN should
make MILLYMR's chzcks good., DOWDA stated GOODIN had beoen in
the U, S. Navy and had servaed aboard several ships which
were sunk, He stated GOODIM reports to the Veterans Administration
weekly and is on som2 kind of drugs, which he believes HNILLER
obtains by prescription, He adv1~“a RAY was not particularly
close to LEO BARNETT, He stated LEO BARIEYT's mother lives in
¥lat River, Migsouri ¢.iirs a Liother, DARROLL BARNETT, who is
in the &P,

DOWDA advised that in April, 1967, he bad taken a trip
to Missouri and had gone to ¥lat River in ﬂn effort to locate
LEO BARANENIT, Re stated BARNSTT's mother told him LEO was
serving time in the penitentiary in I'lorida, He stated he then
returnzd to Georgia without sceing any of the guards or anyone
else in lidssouri, HMe advised on hLis x2turn trip he had met
"DINKY CHUNMIMY in a bar in Alabana, He stated C‘“’"!L“Y vWas
having trouble with his wife, who had burasd all CHUAY's
clot ng and he was enroute to Georgia in an effort to g@t avay
from he He stated CHUNMLUY decided to come to Marietia,Georgia,
with hlm vhich he did, DOVDA stated the trip to Missouri
only too< him three days and again denied having contacted anyone

clse,

38
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| DOWDA stated CHUMLLY stayed in the Atlanta area for

several months and then left to go to Scuth Carolina to sece

a girl friend, He adviged CHUMLEY returned from South Carolina

and told DOWDA that he had a job and was working somnewhere in

Atlanta, Georgia, DOWDA stated he has no idea concerning the

present whereabouts of CHUMIRY,
|

DOVDA advised that RAY, WhllO in prison, worked as
a bread glicer and only earnced borw en $5 and $6 per month,
but never seemed to want for money, He stated RAY, while in
prison, always wore his hair short. He stated RAY only mentioned
two girls while in prison and from conversation, DOVDA felt

RAY thought more of the girl he had met at Colunmbia, iissouri,
than the girl he had n2t at the Gaslight.

DOWDA advised IEIL ABBY (phonetic) was 2 supplier
of amphetanminss in the ‘SP, He gitated he belicvedsBBY's
source was HAROLD C‘XV‘EL, a guard at thz kitchen gate of
the prison, He stated A388 nearly ran the K Hall and after
hig transfexr to C lbll ALBY nearly ran it algo, Me gtated
ABBY could get his _l door open by guarxds anytime he wanted,

DOWDA adviscd the main supplier of amphetamincs
in MSP was a prisoner whose name he does not now recall,
This per on was known by two initials and he was serving a
long sentence for the fatal shooting of a %t Louis police
officer, He advised this person attempted to escape several
timas and was alnost in coemplete charge of C M311 e stated
ke had the run of the prison and had a pass to eat in the
officers dining roon, which he did most of the time. lHe was
very close to Varden MHASH and after MNASIH's suicide, tried
unsuccessfully to get closs to Varaen SXTN”OJ. Hle stated
after Vaxden SVINSON toolr over, one-hali pound of
?”thbﬂlll a5 weye found in the trash can of this prisoner's
: o1

r had six to eight prisoners pusiing
i v him, IHe stated he bLelieved tlhis
pxlsone obtainad his drugs through a guarxd, o describad
this prisonz2r as a white male, approximately 32 - 33 years

a

cf age; 6' - 6% 1"y 180 pounds; block hnir, I stated this
prisonar was close to JAILS LARY 1AY, as well as prisoners
o AT and MNaXL Al

L AR

3
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stated he had not obtained RAY's address, however, he feecls
RAY haa his address in Tlorida, but would not knoa if he were
in Marietta, Georgia,

DOWDA stated he had taken a trip to California
during the Surmaer of 1965 and ox this txip he had spent
two or three days with a distant cousin , JACK HOLCOMBEE,
who resides at San Jese, Califormnia, He stated he had also
visited a friend of his sister, one BUVLRLY WIHEELE who is
a nurse in a Los Argeles hospital, He stated it wa on this
trip that he got in trocuble in Missouri and was sentenced to
the N8P, DOWDA demied having returncd to California the
Fooiry of 1967, He stated that on his trip to Caliifornia
in tho Fall of 1967, be had plauned to call JEVWIL RIGGER,
psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospital located outside Santa
Rosa, but had not made the call, He advised JEWEL RIGCGER
iz the wife of an inmate at the !SP, He stated LIOYD A,
BLILT, Supervisor in the kitchen at tho MSP resides at Healey,
Hissouri and on the trip to California, in the Fall of 1967,
be had visited BLLT,

DOVDA advised that within the MSP thoere are two
gangs, on2 bzing from St, Louis and the other from Kansas
City, lissouri, He stated there was a good deal of friction
between theso gangs and that RAY asscciated with the leaders
of the St, Louis gang,

" DOWDA advised he had talked to his wifoc concerning
the reporxted visitor to his homs at 2:00 A, on a novning
in the Fall of 1967. Il2 stated his wife cloims shs has no
knowledge of anyone visitiung their apartrmont at this tine
of the morning, DOWDA stated he has no idea who this person
could be DOWDA stated the resident monager of thescapartments
mast have bean mistaken, He stated thi r~vozer had not
approachzd his wife conceraing any pzrson VJmlLl;” their
apartment at 2:00 AM, in the nmoraing,

DOWEA advised that durirg the period he worked
at the Loans Liggett Drug Store, lob“tpd on the corney of
Peachtree and 10th Streets, he m2t many persons he felt
were ex-ceons, but denied ever being approached comerning
source of drugs in tds area, DOWDA stated he has no kunowledge

o

as to the porsons who might be supplying drugs in that area,

40
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He stated he is certain the druggist at the Lane Liggett
Drug - Store was not supplying these individuals, Ee recalled
having talked to a manr in his late 40s, approximately 5' 10",
150 - 155 pounds, having dark curly hair, with gray streaks,
who had visited the restaurant in thoe drug store and had
mentioned owning several rooming houses in the area, He
advised he doeos not recall this person's namz and had

only ths one contact with thig individual, DOWDA advissed

the nane JANLS GARINEZR sounded famniliar to him and fcels
hejhas heayrd this namz mentioned somgtime in the past,
possibly when he was employed at the restaurant in the Lane
Liggett Drug Store., He advised he dees not personally

kinow JAMES GARNER and could furnlsh nco information conceyning
hin,
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The following investigation was conducted by SAs
JACK T, BEVERSTEIN and JOSEPH G, SHEA,

On April 24, 1968, CARL GEIMNu TAYLOR, also known as
"Junior" TAYLOR, 185 W, Dixie Street, lMarietta, Georgia, advised
that the photo of JAIES EARL RAY did not resemble person known to
him as "Red", who had stayed with LEWIE DOWDA a couple of weeks
in approximately March, 1968, He stated person kincwa to him
as "Red" was a white male, approximately 6', 35 years of age,
185 pounds, and had bright red hair, He advised this person
had come to Marietta, Georgia, with his wife and smnall baby
and had resided with the DOVDAs at the Olive Spring Apartments,

TAYLOR advisad he had bzen enployed with DOVDA at the
Bonanza Steak louse in Marietta, Georgia, He advised he had

never seen anyocne resembling JAIDES EARL RAY in the company of
DOWDA, Ie stated during the Fall of 1267, DOYDA and his wife

had traveled to Californiz to visit her relatives and at no time
did DOWDA ever mention contacting anyonre he was acquainted with
who could logically have been JAMNES EARL RAY,
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The followinz investigation was conducted by SA JACK
T. BEVERSTEIN:

J On April 25, 1958, EDITH BUSBY, Hanager, Soda Fountain,
Lane~Liggett Drugstore, 10th and Peachtres 1 Ltlanta,
Georgia, advised LEVIL DOWDA 1 »een employed as Manager of

. -~ ~ O
the Soda Fountain from Decembzr 23, 1957, to nuary 23, 1900,
at which time “”,Dn iexL, claiming he was = Lo moqe to
Flowrida. Jele 1t 1s her under:

' Stheak House vm"O' ¢ leorgia, BUSHY
im0 never

mARL RAY
contacted him

-
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date May 2 , 1968

RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS, who 1s confined in the
Whitfield County Jail, Dalton, Georgia, advised he did
not personally serve time with JAMES EARL RAY in the Menard
Prison, Illinois, and the only information he has regard-
ing this is what RAY told him. This information was
related to him by RAY while he and RAY were serving time
together in the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, Missouri,
for a six or seven month period.

He stated he never heard RAY say that he had
served  time in Jollet or Pontiac Prisons, but he felt that
' 1f RAY had served time in either one of those places, he
- would probably have been shipped to Menard Prison for
- discharge. ‘

‘ CURTIS advised there was a close associate of
RAY's serving time in Jackson County with them. He cannot
recall the name of this individual, but stated he was

I convicted as a co-defendant with RAY on the samne check
charge and fron conversation with RAY, this Individual
was presumably thé same person with whom RAY served time
in Menard Prison. :

‘ CURTIS advised he recalls a third unidentified
individual visiting RAY and his co-defendant in Jackson
County Jeall who seemed very close to both of.them, but
stated he strongly doubted that the visitor's log main-
tained at the Jail would reflect the name of this visitor
due to irregularities in keeping such logs.

He advised he could not furnish a description
of the third man.

CURTIS advicsed he was confined in the Jefferson
County Jail with RAY and his co-defendant from approxi-
mately March of 1955 until July of 1955, and that they
all subsequently ended up tozether in Leavenworth Prison.

Ly
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ﬁe stated while at Leavenworth Prison, RAY's associate
‘ dnd co-defendant did nothing but 1ift weights and attempt

to improve his physique.

, He described this co-defendant as belng a white
male, age 36, at that time, 5'10" to 6', 180 pounds, and
well built.

!
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

Datellay 3, 1968

RAYMOND IOUIS CURTIS,currently incarcerated Whitfield
Coupty Jail, Dalton, Georgia, %dvjucd that he has spant time in
prison on two or thrse occasiong with JAMES EARL RAY, CURTIS
advised he first became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY in March
-1955 at the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, Missourl., He
stated RAY was incarcerated at the Jackson County Jail on

Post Office burglary charges and had just recently been released
from prison in Menard, Illinois, prior to his incarceration at
Jackson County. CURTIS at the same time was under arrest for
armzd robbery and bank robvery Iin the Missouri area. During
this period, CURTIS stated he and RAY were cellmates for
approximately six to seven months. While cellmates, CURTIS

\ . recalled that RAY had a close friend, name unrecalled, who

visited him while RAY was at the Jackson County Prison, This
friend had been a former cellmate of RAY when RAY was incarcerated.
at Menard, Illinois. . CURTIS never actually saw this man but

knew that RAY had severalvisgits from one particular individual.
This man keot RAY in sovending money while RAY was in Jackson
County Jail and in CURTIS' .opinion this individual would harbor
RAY if RAY were on escape.

CURTIS went on to say that RAY had another close
friend, name unrecalled, of Italiian descent, apparantly &
"pig man" in the syndicate. This Italian hdd apnarently
operated with RAY in the past and both he and RAY had engaged
in handling stolen Postal money orders and travelers chpcls.

After six or seven months as cellmates at Jackscn
County Jail, RAY was sentenced to three years on the Post Office
burglary charges and transferred to Leavenworth Federal Penitentlary.
Two weeks latbr CURTIS received a 16-year szntence for bank robbery
and alsco was sent to Leavenworth. While confined at Leavenworth
together, RAY spoke of no girlfriends and corresvonded with hone

to the best of CURE: ! knowWCch. While in Leavenworth, RAY
mentioned that he oocrat " fr;oubntly out of Quincy, 1111n01s.

By "operated", RAY meant' angrncd in burglary and payroll jcbs

CURTIS gaid that while he and RAY were incarcerated they
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en*agtd in crooked poker games and took fellow prisoners
for money. In ths owninion of CURTIS, RAY was a good poker
piayer and an excellent card handler. During thio incarceration
RAY mentioned underworld and hoodlum connections, names unrecalled,
in Chicagoc, Dstroit, Tampa, and the Tijuana, Mexico area,
CURTIS went on to say that after serving seven to eight months with
RAY at Leavenworth he was transferred to the United States Penitentier
Atlanta, Georgia, CURTIS gerved six to seven years in the Unlted
Sttes Penitentiary, Atlanta, and in June 1962 was released but
sent back to the Missourl State Penitentilary, Jefferson City,
Missouri, to serve timz on armzd robbery charges. While in the
state penitentiary at Jeffercon City, Misgouri, CURTIS again
was incarcerated with JAMES EARL RAY, On occasicns they were
in the same cell together in "B" Hall and 'C" Hall, They served
together from 1962 to 1966. VWhile in "B" and "C" Halils they
were together in a three-man cell with a third individual who
CURTIS saild could verify the following facts but whom CURTIS
refused to identify.but whom CURTIS refused to identify:

CURTIS stated that durilng this incarceration Pre sident
JOHN F, KENNEDY wes assassinated and word from the outside filtered
into the prison that thS was probably a conspiracy. Word came
in that KENNEDY had a bOUPuJ on his head. CURTIS wzs unable to
give further details on the "bounty". He said in 1963-1064
Dr., King's muvbments becameone of the toples of conversation at
the state .“tCHtWGTY. Word got around to the 1inmates that the
"KK of the South who apparently went to businessmen and had raised
approxinate1y a million dollars, had a bounty" with ths woney on
KING's hecead, CURTIS was unable to give further d°tallu or
inlormatlo regarding "KK of tha South",

CURTIS gﬂ' that from 1952 to 1966 before CURTIS!
release ?ﬁ‘ mentioned atv least a dozen times that had he known
about a bougty’ esiﬂﬁnv KENNEDY 's head and had he br out
he would have 'Y ffort Lo cal*cct it. RAY
approximately vimes in the presence of CURTIS
oul in £me and i N me still 811VL hz would 1ike
"bounty! on KINC”. ! cver manbtloned whom he
get thris "bounty" bu RILIS advised the criminal element knew
hor«¢to concact such

CURTIS went on to that the abcve en*q conCer ‘ng
KING made by RAY werae heard by the third cellmez ; 3
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| In addition CURTIS stated that RAY had a friend
in New Orleans, Louilsiana QFIRST NAME UNKNOWN) COIN (phonetic)
who was apparently a "fence'. This man was well connected
with the hoodlum element, however, was cquife old and in the
opinion of RAY was in 1955 at least 55 to 60 years of age. In
the opinion of CURTIS this individual would definitely harbor
RAY., CURTIS knew no close friends or assoclates of RAY,
RAY, 2llegedly through prison grapsvine, had a wife but this
was never mentioned by RAY, CURTIS said, however, a few prisoner
mentioned family connections. Wnile in prison RAY also mentioned
gambling in Los Angeles, California. DNo specific place in Los
Angeles as to thz gambling was mentioned. RAY in CURTIS' opinion
was a "high liver" when cutside and would associate with
prostitutes taking one from toun to town.

| RAY with regard to KING's killing indicated he would
make all rules and would in all probability demand the "bounty"
money be put in a bank. RAY menticned threce forelgn countries,
which he had learndd gbout and which CURTIS assumsd RAEY would go
to if out of the United States. These foreign countries were
New Zealand, Brazil, and Switzerland. CURTIS was ¢f the opinion
that not over three people would be involved in the actual
assagsination. It would have been well planned with diversionary
measuies and in the opinion of CURTIS a second individual, not
RAY, would have driven the getaway car to Atlanta as a
diversionary measure.

CURTIS saild he would not testify to the above facts
because if he did testify to this information he would fear for
his l1ife. ‘
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