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On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK, 
·. JOSEPH G. SHEA., and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE 

RAYMOND DOWDA, an inmate at the Cobb County Jail, Marietta, 
G~orgla. DOWDA adv~ ed he was formerly incarcerated at the 
Missouri State Prison, Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated 
while at the Missouri State Prison, he was acquainted for 
approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow 
inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missouri 
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was 
still incarcerated. He stated he had been the chief cook 
at the Missouri State Prison and RAY worked as a bread 
slicer. · 

DOh"DA advj_sed RAY w;as the type person the other 
inmates did not 11 m.ess with." He described RAY as a "loner" 
who usually initiated the conversation if he wanted to talk 
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and 
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never 
known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge., 
he has never known RAY to amoke. He stated RAY had a fair 
complexion, vJr:ich wc1s blo1:.c!1y, having pl.mples around the 
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the 
right side of tis head c:h:J'iDg the entire time he had known 
RAY and RAY would sc~atch this rash. He stated this rash 
was very notlceable due to the type of haircut in the 
Penitentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash. 
He stated RAY's hair was lightly streaked with gray. He 
advised the only scar ~e can recall which RAY had was a 
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He 
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated 
RAY had dingy teeth. 

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about 11 running 
around 11 in St. Louis, Missouri. He normally talked about 
two girl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight 
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(a bar) located in either St. Louis or Kansas City. DOWDA 
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the 
college at Columbia, Missouri., and it was his impression 
this girl had worked in a tavern there. 

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring 
on his left hand which was made at the Penitentiary, 
havirig been made from white metal with raised initials. 
He stated RAY neyer smiled, but when he smiled, it looked 
like a smirk. Ee advised RAY was clean and not sloppy 
in his dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and 
considered RAY to be intellige0t. He advised RAY partic­
ipated in soft~all games as a pitcher and would watch all 
of the baseball ga~es at t~e Penitentiary, however, he 
had never hea~d RAY speak of protessional baseball. 

DOWDA .stated that some tirn.e in 1966, a group 
of Black Musli.ms had pet.J~t1.o::-ied for the right to have 
thelr own rellg:!.ous servlces. He stated the M'J.slims would 
cong.regate ln grcups and t~~at a subsequent search of the 
Negro pris 0!~'?.:.:'S :':'~a cl 1.m~overed a large cache of' weapo!!s. 
DOWDA stated t;he wti te pr~.so;1ers then armed themselves and 
there was a rlot at the pris ot1. DOWDA stated three Negro 
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY 

~d knifed these Neg~o priscne~s, but did say that if RAY 
had not knifed them, he definitely k~ew who had killed them. 

. c 

DOWDA stated RAY definlte.ly was a racist and 
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and 
firmly believed that all the Negro prisoners inside the 
Penitent!ary sho~ld be killed. He stated RAY had on 
several o~caslons made the statement that if the price were 
right, he would kl~ 1. 1\1ARTI.N LUTHER. KING, JR. DOWDA stated 
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate 
a "contract" was out for the m.1.:.rder of MARTIN LUTHER KING • 
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DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY 
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does. 
not believe RAY would have killed KING without being 
paid for it. 

DOWDA stated approximately four months before 
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from 
the Missouri State Prison by going out of the prison behind 
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre­
hended and RAY had broken his arm in thls escape attempt. 
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentiary 
prior to th.ls. DOWD.i\ advised he does not belleve RAY returned 
from maximum secu.r1ty confinement prlor to DOWDA I s release 
f .rom pr.ts on. 

DOWDA .stated w::d.le ln f.1r:":.son; RAY was particularly 
interested in Western m~s~c. He stated he does not recall 
RAY ever mentioning a~ything about dancing. He stated that 
d ur.tng th.ts per.tod a r.umber cf orchestras from the Lake of 
the Ozarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would 
never miss these pe~formances. He stated RAY often talked 
about planning to go to the Lake of the Ozarks when he got 
out of prise~. DOWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY 
would ccntact at the Lake of the Oza~ks, but stated if he 
were to look for RAY thers, he wo~ld first find out who was 
selling dope and throagh this person, locate RAY~ He stated 
RAY had talked a~out being en dope prior to being in the 
Missoari State Prison. Ifo advlsed RAY had to have an out­
side sou~ce of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's 
dope habl t was c ::is t.ing RAY ~>35 to $lio a week for shots and 
RAY appeared to be well fixed, n8ver wa~ting for anything. 

DOWDA extimated RAY spert $15 to $20 a week for 
personal conveniences. Ee stated RAY., while in prison, 
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the 11 main line." He 
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated 
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY's source 
of income. DOWDA stated he is certain RAY was not selling 
amphetamine to othe.ra prisoners, stating he has known RAY 
to give free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot. 
DOWDA denied that he him.self had ever taken any shots, but 
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY 
were not engaged in the sale of amphetanine at the Missouri 
State Prison. 

DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the 
gate in the kitcheG of the Misso~ri State Prison, was very 
close to JAMES EARL RAY and it was DOWDA 1 s ti.nderstandi.ng 
that SCHAEFER was RAY's sol!:::'ce c,f amphetamine. He stated 
BENJAMIN O. GOODIN was a civilian in charge of the kitchen 
and he is certa:R GOODIN was not connected in any way with 
the bringI.ng of ar1p~':etarr.ir.e into the prison. He stated 
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands it was 
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had 
attempted to es ..::ape in 1966. 

DOWDA advlsed one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY's 
closest friend in the MisE,OTC'i State Pr·i.son and was respon­
sible for b.:.>i~g:.ng ~AY ~.ntei t:::e kitchen. He stated ABBY 
at this time was chief cook at the prison. He believes 
ABBY was serving time for breaking into a drug store and 
he does know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense. 
He stated ABBY had a detainer on him as he was an escapee 
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not 
ABBY is presen~ly in custody b":.;;.t does not believe he is 
presehtly 1n the Missouri State P~!son. 

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN 
RIGGER. He stated RIGGER was from Calif orn5.a and RIGGER I s 
wife was a psych!atr!st at the Napa State Hospital, which 
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1s located north of San Francisco, California. 

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might 
have DOWDA I s address ·would b.ave a Route 1, Sanford, Florida, 
address, and would not know that he is presently in Marietta, 
Georgia. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently 
resides a~ 110 South Chandler Street 1 Deland, Florida., and 
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Florida., would be 
sent to Deland; Flor:!.da. DOWDA claims he has not been 
contacted by RAY and has heard nothi~g to indicate RAY has 
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about 
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentioned 
anytb.ing which would ind:..cate RAY was associated with any­
one in the Atlan~:;a, Georgia., area. DOWDA stated the only 
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia., 
who was an inmate at the Missouri State Prison was one 
JERRY WHl':'E f'rorn. Calho1:in 3 Georgia. He advised WHITE had a 
Federal detainer against him and believes WHITE is still 
incarcerated at t~e Missour! State Prison. 

DOWDA adv l~;8d ht:, had rr~ade a tr lp to California in 
November of 1967; a~d that he and his wire had spent 
ThanksgivJ.ng Day visiting he.r uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who residee. 
at Palos Verdes, Califo~nia. He stated GRAHAM is Regional 
Manager for IBM .in that area. He stated that he and his wife 
had stopped at Jeffe~scn City and while there, contacted a 
Missouri St:ate P.ri.son guard 3 Mr. "PETE" PETRIEe He stated 
he had not made any inquiry concern!ng RAY and was not 
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any 
inquiry concE:rnin.g :~~rnates inasmt~.ch as his wife dld not know 
he was a for'm.er .inmate of the MtssouJ.,i State Pr:ison. He 
stated he had stopped in the Kansas City, Missouri., area 
and attempted to lo•Jat.e PAT..JL ALVIN LAILs JR., who had been 
in tre Misso·.:.ri State Pr':.S on 8S PAlJ:f, ALVIN CARTER. He 
stated LAIL :t.ad been released approximately a year before 
he had ar:.d that they had ag.2eed to attempt to get together 
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after their release from prison. He stated LAIL worked 1n 
the license shop at the Missouri State Prison and although 
he was acquainted with RAY, he did not believe LAIL was· a 
particularly good friend of RAY. He stated after his return 
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR. 
He stated tAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos Drive, Palm 
Springs, West Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965-
4221. He stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a job 
and had come to Ma.1•ietta, Georgia, looking for employment. 
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgia, with his 
lA1ife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for 
approximately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately 
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having 
been arrested on March 4, 1968. 

1 
DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern-

in o- RAY· ·· 11.,,r-'h ,.,,-,-~g,,.t assi~t ~""' 'l,..ic, ~ocation b,,t in the - 0 W, -'· -~~-' "··- • l _::, -•·•· .!.•. o J. J ,..._ .... 

event he remembered· anyt~ing additional, he would contact 
the FBI. 
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he folloTiing investiGation wns conducted by 
SA J ·•r'"S R··c··rt-r)I" =r•···c~,. 11 ·1 ')e:: 19/' 0 t 'I . tt • llr..1~, -.,1 r.uHt,J .r'.;._il :!.. on r1pr1 .... >, ,)1.) a· 1':.2,r1e · ·n, 
G3orgin: 

LEWIE RJ~Yl.IOHD DO\'!D1\ ·w,is intervievred at th2 
Cobb County Jail, l'iarietta, Geol'gi~1, ·where he was incarcer2tod 
and proviclec1 the follo·winr:; in:forr:wtion reGarding JA1.JES 
EARL RAY: 

I 

I . DOY!Df1 advised 2:fter th": interviov, with ar~r::ints 
bn l1Pril 2<!:, 19G8, he recnlled tlrnt he had c1l:"-.10 b2cn 
~mployed by LiBgatt -Lane (phonetic) Drug Company at Tenth 
En<l P2nchtraa StrGats, Atl2nt8, Ggorgi8. DOWD~ adviserl 
he V/8~3 enµloye-:.1 th·3r2 as the r,rnn2Gcr in the soda fount[dn 
dsp8rtm3nt. DO;'fDi'i riclvisec! thr.t h'.J h::icl lEJarrvJc1 previou::~ly 
th~t th2 subj,-::ct, JI.I/BS :81'.RL RlY, hacl be(::n sr:ion in Atl2ntn 
r nd th::.rng ht po::~s i b ly he m:i.e;h t hci ve c ont3 looki ns :for DO'.'.'D.:'\. 
pcr:1D1\ stat3cl he hc1c1 no ic]2n 1:1hc·i:h3:c or not Pi'lY mie;llt h2vo 
b2en mvarc of hin cm)lOyE1Jnt, but st;;.tocl thsre w~s 8. possilility 
th:J.t l}'.:; r;: 8 y hr:vo b2-2n. D:)·;-JD1\ continued ho h::tcl been Gi'.1'.)loy<Jd 
at L:tc;cott Lncs Drue:; Cor,1'.)nny around };ovenber or DJcemb2r 
of 19Gr/. DU,'!D1\ stnt'.'::c1 dur:Lng tlwt tir:12 he worlrncl unc13:t' 
Dr. (F:Lt·st lYRL'.G Un'.·:noYrn) CII01.'1~f3, ,·iho Y!a:3 the G2nerDl r,Inn8c;G:-r· 
of Lirrgstt L2n2 DrUG Store3 anci wor~Gd with EDITH (L8st 
Nann Unt:no\'!n) 0.vho bGcc11-.r2 th2 Han;i[;2r of th,:; sodr-. :Eountnin 
cJepartu3nt after DC;!DJ\ lc:ct their er.1:)loy111Jnt. · D01'!))/l c1clvL:;ccl 
if R/iY l12cl Aver coi:i.2 into tho Li;;r;2tt L2n3 Dru~ Store 
lookinG for h:i.m th2se t'iiO porso;1:::; v,ould have b2en th2 persons 
most likely to have been contacted in this regnrJ. 

DOWDii. st~1tecl h9 h~cl nsvGr received [illy infon;rntion 
that 2uyo:12 sir.1ilar to IU\Y h2cl bJc:311 see!dng hir:1 but r;bito6 
th2t th-3rG '\'/2.s n tdstinct possihD.ity that this m~1:v havu b2en 
true. 

D0f!D1\ furth-Jr ~H1v:i.SG(] sonnL~n3 <1ft'3r he h'.1c1 b,:;e:1 
~;.rrc~stecl by 8;"__;C1Yt;J in :',Ia1·j_cttn, GcioTg:l.ri, r,t th-:; Bon~tn:-,~::1 
S . .. . ~) . J 1 l , , , . i b . c- ,. . , l J , • J.r101n J-J.c, 1:? 1::1c, u-:::.3n Dc;v:1.sec. y !i:3j':, :r>,, ',:110 .1c cou .c1 

not r2c~:Jl th.'.~t a lone_,; :-Ji:;t~·;nce ~)11o;,J c1ll 11:;;,; ln~n n8c.]2 ·i.;o 
tl-i2 Bc:ri:ln:•:,:~ :,)i:·.'lc,in l)it i7i :·._·~n1·i0tt~l r~~-,c1 t1~1 ! l'iO\/r;r.:!)~I' o:t 
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December, 1967, and was received 8t thnt tine by citha~ 
LLOY:0 Si~~1II~G/'.N. or Dj,IT J\:(f;pJ3 (?hon:Jtic). DO\'!Dl\ 8clvi:j8cJ tl12t 
he i,;,ras not c,:}r-Udn y1l1ich o:f th'J~>J pernn11s re<~ei.vocl this 
phona call but was ndvised thEt the parson vho cnllcd left 
no phone nunb-8r anc1 Llpparently c1ic1 not identify hinself 
to th2 p2rson \':ho received the telcphon2 cnll. Drn'/D.i\ nclv:i.secl 
he hac1 no ic1G2 -r,ho the phon'J call r.·1~ty h;;1ve be 1Jn iror:1 nnd 
stc1tGd thrit h2 nevo:r c3J receive nny furthor :i.nfon:1[\tion cibout 
this crill, nor ,vas th2 cnll over completed to him. 

DOWDJ'i stntGcJ as best ho could rGcnll the phon/3 cnll 
mi~ht hav2 origin8ted in o:;:lahorn:1, but st2tocl th2t nni their 
hG nor.·, ri::, b2st h:J could rec2ll, ru\Y had .. ".ny mutur:l fricnc1s 
in th::::t 2rea. 

0 f: u:?";'IPP:i'1i' 2t1-"t1. '~ri-:-1r>ll H1· 11 no,.,cl '1'.-,J'1·ct'· 0 
• ~ • l.l--lli1.~). _ _, __ J ~-'' J. _,. /.J .... )-_,, ...... "'-' , .i., ... --- -- .i\. ,, ' j. '-• - , L c.l. ' 

G3orc;i2, De:v:1.G:Jd th~,.t LE'i'JIE RliY.:',iOi.TD DO~'fiM h~c1 bscn cw,loyc!d 
by him 2s 2. b."8C tor clri ver an( n 11 m·ounr1 f;~j:3 i:3 t:-t nt from 
Ec~rch 8, 1SG8 to f;;_-:;~.·il 12, 103D. ff.:::,:i:n.EJ,; ::t(iVL33d tll,1t 

dln· i· 11''' -:- hi C -'--, 1· T".:, P;,-•"Tj·-.1, 1, ': c] ,·ro··' t··r, c1 C' ,, ·L'- 1· c· f .-, .-·, t OJ' ]
0 ·1 \" ·t" fl}' 11 i 1·1 - ~- .,_ 0 ""' .... j;J -' :l ~... .... JI I _, l J. c, ~ I -'- ',, .... " .... ) (,4 •. J - . Cl. '-' • . .. - . ~. . -·- I 

every clay thPt thsy could hnvo y;orlrnd, '::•?~thc:r p:-:;rnitt:i_ll'-<. 
I-mLIBIC;;:;i; 2cJvi:::oc1 th8 tot:il rJm.·ation of tld:j tit:2 ·::a:ci ;:nri:·0:d.m2tcly 
five w o e ks ri n cl s tat e cl t ln t <1 s b 3 ::.~ t h 2 c o u 1 cJ r c: c a 11 ,t t no L i 1:1 o 

rm~:rnnrn continuJcl th~: t on 
t\1/0 03:• th:ce~3 cccasions, DO\'!D!~ hnr:1 v_ror'~ccl on S::turd;1ys, but 
had never YiOrked on any Svndays clurin::; thir; tir.:e. JF::rn~~:;-~~: 
a d v is 2 c1 t h G r e vrn s 11 o Y/8. y to s p 2 c i:f i c rtl l y d e t e: r nd. 11 c: t h c 
exact dat-:;s on y;hich DOYTD1\ ,,·;ork~:cl, but '.n·ovidcd th:: follc-.ii!lQ~ 
elates on \7hich DOWD;\ -rrns paicl and the 8Ll0Unt.'3. 

Date 1inou n t of Ch(;,:_:\: 

I.larch 8 1968 ~;; ~) 0 
' 

r,Icl l' Ch 15, 19GB :'.;G:·, 

U;-{rch ')0 19G8 
<-· ') :--

.,/.,J t'-~ ' 

.. ) .. ~ '-) 

i.Iarc h ') C\ 
__ , ,,1 ' 19G8 S-1 ~~ . ,, ·~:' 

,i,) 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 4·1-w2386 
JRF: sja 
3 

• 

lipril 5, 1968 
April 21, 1968 

• 

Amount of Ch8ck 

$60 
$80. 6,1 

IillJ.IBR:8:,~ state c1 during th is five or six \'/e o ti;: 
pGriocl, he ha(: n2.de ti'lO loan3 to DOWD/1 in two check~;, one 
for $30 and one for 810. I-r:BI'IBRK8 ridvised thnt if DOWDA 
\\"3rG to have bsen e1::~:~:)y8d five days per ue2k, his ch2cl~s 
v1ou ld run a ppro::imr: t.2 ly $30 to ~ l lG. HE?um:r~s 2 dv i::;c cl 
thn t n 11 of th2 c be c 1~s incHc c:. trJ thn t DO\'iDJ\ rrny not h~:ve 
possibly worked all five dnys of the veok, but again 
stntcd th8t this ~as dua to tho TI8athsr, stating th8t in 
ra\ny-typ·2 w2ath~.:r it \'/t.1S irn:·JoSfJ:i_blo for thorn to y;ork. 

HEI'.II'JnT~~i: s tn t2 ci th c-: t D(Y.'!Dl1 hrtcl b:Je n a s n tis :J' act ory. 
eraployse Y1hilG v101·kin::; for hit1. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386 
JTB:lcc 
l 

• • 

On April 29, 1968, LEWIE HAYMOND DOWDA was inte:i:vj_ewed 
at the Marj_etta City cJail, 1,larietta, Georgia, by Special Agents 
Ron..,I;T u l"'"'"UPV JA'ff' ('1 J•Yc qr. I'D FL'f C'I ,. d J,. ('I' T Dl.cVJ.'l)ST1-, I 1<r .C\:~ \. .._,, ~,:'.J.l.h\.,4 t ;,~•j U .\.J. L.J~ L 1 •• h. clll c. .t-'i. • \. • L~ • .'.o t ,!~ J.l • 

DOWDA had been transferred to this jail due to an escape attempt 
by /other p_risoners at the Cobb County, Georgi a, Jail. 

: DOWDA advised t.TAif\~S EARL H.AY had bBen very close to 
(First Nan:e Unknuwn) "PUNCHY 11 1,IILLr;H, an ex--boxer who had 
worked in the kitchen at the L1issouri State Penitentiary 0:!SP). 
},HLI.J:::R had b2-en one of the leaders at the lISP and vrn r; remov-3d 
from the kitchen after the accidental killing by him of another 
prisoner during a fight. DOWDA stated he had no knowledge 
that !'ilILL.ER was engaged in the dist:t:ilmtion of amJJhctamines 
at 'the prison. lie statr~d 1.IILL:.~R vms reloc,sed frmn prison and 
went to a tov1n lccated close to the }ISP, \1Iher.e he started 
passing bad checks. BT~HtTATJIH O. GOODIH, Supoxvisor in the 
USP ld.tch0::1, tried to retr:i.~.-.-l~ th2se bad cbccks, but was 
unal.>le to do so b3foro liD:LI..:.~s- was returned to prison fo:r 
passj_ng bad chocks. DO'JDA could not ex_plain why GOODIN should 
make J,lILJJnt 's ch,~cks good. DO~iDA str.ted GCODIH had boen in 
the u. S. Navy and had servod aboard several shi~s which 
were sunk. Ee stated GOODIE reports to tho Veterans lldm:i.nistration 
weekly and is on som.3 kind of drugs, which he b8lieves MILLSR. 
obtains by prescription. He advis0d RAY was not particularly 
close to L-SO BAHJ:E'J.'T. H9 stated L~~O Bi\lUE'.l.'T 's mother lives in 
li'lat River, Missouri ::-:::...:~.LJ :l L-.:lther, DAHRCLL DARN.S'I"r, who is 
in. the J,lSP. 

DrnVDA Rdvised that in April, 1967, he had taken a trip 
to Missouri and had gone to }?lat Hivor in an effort to loc8to 
LEO BAfG'T.:::TT. He stated BAH.ID:~TT 's noth~~r told him LEO wns 
serving time in the pen:i.tentinry in Florida. Ho stated h0 then 
return::;d to Georgj_a withm.1.t soe:i.n~; ci.ny of th~ guard.::_; oI' a!,/ono 
elf_;e in :.Ii:c;:;~;ouri. Jh.i advj_s2d 011 Lis 1•,::;tu:rn trip he h8c1 rnat 
11DINK 11 Ci-i:.JlciL1~Y i:n a Lar in .c\JaiJa1nc1.. H3 stated crru:.n.,"'·~Y v/as 
hav:i.n~; trc111ble with h:i.s w:Lfo, v,rho 112d burn8cl 2.11 cnu::rt'~Y 's 
cloth9s and he v;as enro'..1.tc to Georgia in an effort to get nw::1y 
from l10r. He stated crnn,1v_,;y decided to come to 1,Iari,,1tta ,Georgia, 
with him, which he did. DQ\,'DA stated the trip to ?,Iisso1c1ri 
oaly too:c him three days and again den:l.ecl. h~tvi12g contacted ~.nyono 
o J.~:3e • 
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i DOWDA stated Clill!,1LSY stayed in the Atlanta area for 
seve:ral months and then left to go to South Carolina to soe 
a girl friend. Ee advised CI-IU?:lLEY retur:ned from South Carolina 
and told DOWDA that he had a job and JNas working sor,1ewhere in 
Atlanta, Georgia. DOWDA stated he has no idea concerning the 
present. whereabouts of CEUtIIEY. 

DOWDA advised that HAY, while in prison, worked as 
a bread slicer and only earned bBtvrnen $5 and $6 per month, 
but nevo1 ... seemed to want for money. He stated HAY, while in 
prison, aJ:ways wore his ha:Lr short. Ee stated H.AY only mentioned 
two girls while in prison and from conversation, Da!DA felt 
HAY thought more of the girl he had met at Colut1bia, Hissouri, 
than the girl he had nut at the Gaslight. 

DOWDA advised ?EI L ABBY (phonet 5.c) vrn s ('"'.-.'J su1Jpl ie r 
of anphetamir:.es in t h·3 :t.I3P. H3 st 2, tcd h0 be licv eu ,:J3DY 's 

l f\''(.)l.T) c•cTT\T'P·,-,-, l .... tl k"-' l t r source v1as -,hi: ..... !..L .:i .u .-..:,./.::.,;;\,, a gunra al, · 1-3 ':l cc 1.en ga ·e 01: 

the prison. He stated A3BB nearly ran ths K Hall and after 
his transfer to C l~ll, ABBY nearly ran it also. Ho stated 
ABBY could get his cell door open lJy gun:rds anytirae he wantod. 

DOViDA advised the rnai.n supplier of amplwtamincs 
in MSP was a prison8r whose name he doos not now rec2.ll. 
'l'hts person was known by two in:Ltials ar::.c1 he was serving a 
long sentence for the fatal shooting of a St. Louis police 
officer. He advised this porson atternptcd t:j esc2pe several 
times and was alnost in c01nplcte charge of C Jl:J.11. 110 stated 
he had the run of the prison and had a par,s to 0at in the 
officers dining roon, which he did most of the time. He was 
very close to Hardon HASH and 2.fter EASH's suicide, tried 
unouccessfnJ.ly to get close to ~'inrden SY.'INSO?'[. lle stated 
after Yia:-:dcn S'V!IHSON tool: over, on8--halt' pcnrncI of 
ar:mhetauinos \7ore found in the trosh cc.1.11 of this 1n·:i-.<:,;oncr's 
-f"(:··,1 '•1 111·,.., ;·)1•ic•onp·J.1 l·tad c::,·x t() c::.·i,,•1,-'- lJ1•·i::-o'l':''C l:l1r.'1i·11, _.,___ __ • ---~. ,h._, ~'.::) l -• r~l..J J.J,. .• ; • -1 LJ'" ...... ,...-;_::, l\J .,\,__,J .J..-'- .J.. .._j £" ,C)J. __ J. o 

tho anph2tam:inc:s for him. Ha r,ta tcd he 1)3 lievecl tLi:::: 
priGon.:::r obt,~:i.n::;d hi:::: druc;s tlll'o1.1:.)1 a ;:;L1::n·d. n~ cJ._:,E";cribBd 
this pJ.':1.[-:on3r as a white r;iaJ.c, <1.pp:co:d_u:1tely 32 -- 33 y2r:i.rs 
0 -f. !Cj<CO ■ 6' r~, l"· J::~o .. J"'1'1ld=-· Ll•,cl.- ll'<J~,. E~ r.:ta--l,'-,:,c1' tl·.•,_J·.~: . • ~.. (....,.~ ,_. $ - v J 4 .._1 J: -._J .L .. '- ~ J ' -· t... ;.~ _ .,.,. ~ ..L. • .._.. = '-~ _ 

p1•j_son,.::n· Yrnr; clos8 to J.i\:L:.:s }~_.:-\/¥ J'.\Y, a~; v18J.l 8.!'; prj_soners 
L1,'f, ,~,\ ·•jT":i'rpcp ,,,\,1 ri.<'):L ,\o_,·,.-.-.,r 

...:.A ·....J .,_•,!·l. .! i.-~ I .:~.;J - ..,... I.A. J - ....-1 J. \ __ J • J. l .L) ..:,_J .,,_, e 

DO:'/D;\ a_r_!,;j_::-_;3(1 th~; otd_/ 'j:i_'i_,c:0;1c1·s ~7..t t~l'} ;'.,~(.P 
ac1d:..~•e;[;f~3f-:~ 11') l1a:·1 \"f,;]1'~; -s. 1 , J._'/,.~:~·;J J , --,-·r.~ (l il:~: 1~::~J 13.\.~~:.iJ~'Lrl,. 
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stated he had not obtained RAY's nddross, however, he feels 
RAY has his address in Florida, but would not know if he were 
in ll~riotta, Gcorgi3. 

DOWDA stated he had taken a trip to California 
during tho Sunm~r of 1965 and on this trip ho had spent 
two or three days with a distant cousin , JACK HOLCO:,H3E, 
who resides at San Jose, California. He stated ho had also 
visited a friend of his sister, one B3V:ERLY W1IBEL1~R, who is 
a nurse in a Los Angeles hospital. He stated it was on this 
trip that ho got in trcublo in Missouri and was sentoncod to 
tho HSP. Do;nM. denied having returned to California tho 
r_. · :· ~'; of 196'::. H9 stated that on his trip to California 
in tho Fall of 1967, be ·had plnnn:'.3d to call JI::WJ~L RIGG1~R, 
pnychintrist at the Napa State Hospital locnted outsido S~nta 
Rosa, bt>.t had not rjiado the call. He advif;od JEWEL RIGGER 
is the wife of an inrn.ato at tho !JSP e He stated LLOYD A. 
B2~LT, Supcr,1:i.sor in. th0 kitchen at tho llSP resides at Hc:11cy, 
Hissouri and on tho t'rip to CalLi:ornia, in tho Fall of i'967, 
he had visit Cid BELT. 

DOT/DA advi.scd that within tho MSP th0ro aro two 
gangs, one b~d:ng from St. Louis aud tho otho1· from Kansas 
City, hlissouri. Pe stated there was a good denl of friction 
botw0<;;H1 thoso gt'\ngs and th.at RAY associated Yti th the leaders 
of the st. Louis gang. 

· DOWDA advised ho had talked to h:i.G wifo conccrnin.g 
tho reported visitor to hb honn at 2:00 A.M. on a morning 
in. the Fall of 1967. Ha st!ltcd his wife clairn.s shs has no 
knowledge of anyone visiti~1g their apartr,:Jnt at thir:S tir:1c 
of the morninr:;. no;'/DA stntod h0 has no idea who this person 
could bo. DO:'lDA stntcd th01 rosldont r.1~1nr.i.ger of these Dpart1~1011ts 
must hn vo bec1n mistaken. E0 st~ tcd t.t:; ,..; ~- :"• r1e; 1• had not ... '..;.,.., 

approach3d his wife concerning any parson visitin3 thair 
apn.rtm0nt at 2: 00 A .}I. in tho morning. 

DO:'n!JA advj_scd thrlt durin£.,, the period he workod 
at the L'.llE~ Liggett Drug- Stor3, loc~tcd on tho corner of 
Pcacl\;trec and 10th Streets, he m:,t many pcrsonf; hG felt 
were ex-cons, but dcrn.ied ever h3ing approached con::;?rning 
s01n·ce of dr11G:,:; in t:i:l.s area. no;?DA stated he has no knowledzo 
as to thr.::; po:ruons who might b:) supplying drugs in that a1·ca. 
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He stated ho is certain tho druggist at the Lane Liggett 
Drug · Store was not supplying th0De individuals. He recalled 
having talked to a man in his late 40s, approximatoly 5' 10", 
150 - 155 pounds, hn.vin5; dark curly hair, v,ith gray streaks, 
who had visited tho restaurant in th~ drug store and had 
mentioned O\'ming several rooming houses in the area. He 
advised he docs not recall this person's name and had 
only th.c. one contact with this individual. DOWDA advisod 
the nane JA2iSS GARNii.:R sounded familiar to him and feels 
he/hns hoard this name mentioned som~timc in the past, 
possibly whon he was cm.ployed at the restaurant in the Ln.110 
Liggett Drug Storo. Ha advised he does not personally 
know JA!-IBS Gl.i.H .. NER and could furnJ.sh no inform.at ion c oncorning 
hira. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SAs 
JACK T. BEVEHSTEIN and JOSEPH G. SHEA. 

On April 2,1, 1968, CARL GENS TAYLOR, also known as 
"Junior" TAYLOR., 185 W. Dixie Street, 1Jarietta, Georgia, advised 
that the photo of J~JES EARL RAY did not resemble person knrnvn to 
him as : "Red tt, who had stayed with LEWIE DOWDA a couple of woo ks 
in app17oximate_ly ?)larch, 1968. He stated person known to him 
as "Red" was a white male, approximately 6', 35 years of age, 
185 pounds, and had bright. red hair • He adv isod this person 
had come to Marietta, Georgia, with his wife and sm:i.11 baby 
and had resided with the DrnVDAs at the Olive Spring Apartn~nto. 

TAYLOR advls0d he had b:-HJn employed with DO~'TDA at the 
Bonanza Steak House :ln :!-.la:rietta, Georgia. He advised ho had 
never seen anyone resembling JAt3 S EARL HAY in the cor;1pany of 
DOWDA. He stated du1·in3 the Fall of 1967, D0'NDA t'.nd hi.s wife 
had traveled to Californi~ to visit her relatives and at no time 
did DOHDA ever mention conto.cting anyone he was acquainted with 
who could logically have been t.TAHES EARL RAY. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA JACX 
T. BE\TERSTEIN: 

On AD r-' l n5 , 0/'")8 1-<----;----.-,rr.r BTrC•·3y 'il">il"' -•,:-· l') c•oc1 ,-, T'.
10 11 n'· r, i 

j , . • : .I.. C. J .t. ✓• J J..J __ IJ.. .Lt • Ud ,· J '.·,cc •-=-,.e:,-.:: , 0 _l,-:,. .L' 1..,., L,a D, 

Lan:::
1

Ligget~~ I;rugstore, _ 10th c1.nd Peachtree St11 eet, Atlanta, 
Georgia, advls2d LE;!IE DO';-J:DA had bi=;en employed. a.s r,13.ff:".c;sr of 
the Soda ~ountain from Decemb2r 23, 1967, to January 23, 1968, 
at 1.•.1111.·_c}" ·l,·-•-J·1·n-=s r,n--··)'' 1°rt cl ... J0 1·ni·11·7 • h•::) '·J·::,·, O'oi·n-·· ~-o vnc•·re to •• ~! - .-V ,!_),J,,), . . n <::;: •• . J . Cc. <i •• c:) 0 ·,·C,;:) t.:) ••-~ V J!i .,\ 

Ti1_
1
'lO•:~i·a.:1. C\'0.r, c,-l-l,,,+-~a1 ·j{· ·.L•c• h•c,r• 1 l1·1•l0-"(>C:•'.·~-1 nr;-.L'no· T•_(y,;,·):.' i•c• D0' 1) _ ...,.., ~ ......... •·--' .... ~ VC _ V U C \.. \..,~ _. ~- t--J V Ll 'u. 8 .u \._,,, J.. .. i 0 'V 

e')"(\'_,:l,c);,~,c,o' '.)!..l, +'1 00 1-1,on·0·r1r:·r; C'f•,:,,'11.r ;r,,l1:;-·:-. ,,-1·•-:,s·,··L:..',J.f-,-1 i,.-:-,o·,•,rc-"L''' ri.•l·J,Q] __ .J)'\ __ r 
111,_. , .. _ <.,.:.. v1_1......., __, ... _~,. -/~.Jc.1., 1.1 -'-c-. .-~ .l.J.-.. .. - ~~-...._., J _ ........ 1.,.. ...... L, LI'-... , Lie; .:- [J- -~ .... .J...J ,....J 

vie·:1ed o::.otor::23..Dh:3 of J·/,.:.,:-ss E~'-.TU, l1).Y 2.nd st?.t:2d ,-:.h2 hc1d ns\12r 
seed this in~iviaual. She advised no one has contacted her 

I 

C 0 ~1n ,· "'l1l0 
Y) r-- ti-,.-, 1 J 1·1 .-., .. , ., ".) l- 0 l, +- ~· (J +' D(')' 'TI r, L .,.;:.;;. ~Le,:, ,.l.C .. 1...:..l.C..c.1'-'-<V•~ ~- \,,·._j_·•• 

G~0""0''1 '.:C• C>("IJ''L'"';:.,CJ' r,,.1o•l,'-ocrrcior1 of Ti"-;-'rS ',;'",T->T P-'\."Y. 7c• --~ ·'- c,·-,_::..,,, -.,.~, . 0~ 
1

J:.,. .::..., u.~. __ '- ~'l,': :, .w~--~u . .J ~,.- ___ ,) 

to h.im. Ee stated no one h3.s ever contElctsd him 

unf :..:lmil L.1r 
for in;::;truc-
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) • 

On 

• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1, Date May 2, 1968 

RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS, who is confined in the 
Whitfield County Jail, Dalton, Georgia, advised he did 
not personally serve time with JAivIES EARL RAY in the Menard 
Prison, Illinois, and the only information he has regard­
ing this is what RAY told him. This information was 
related to him by RAY while he and RAY were serving time 
together in the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, Missouri, 
for a six or seven month period. 

He stated he never heard RAY say that he had 
served· time in Joliet or Pontiac Prisons, but he felt that 
if RAY had served time in either one of those places, he 
would probably have been shipped to Menard Prison for 
discharge. 

CURTIS advised there was a cloGe associate of 
RAY's serving time in Jackson County with them. He cahnot 
recall the name of this individual, but stated he was 
convicted as a co-defendant with RAY on the saxe check 
charge and from conversation with RAY, this individual 
was presumably th~ same person with whom RAY served time 
in Menard Prison. 

CURTIS advised he recalls a third unidentified 
individual visiting RAY and his co-defendant in Jackson 
County Jail who seemed very close to both of.them, but 
stated he strongly doubted that the visitor's log main­
tained at the Jail would reflect the naTie of this visitor 
due to irregularities in keeping such logs. 

He advised he could not furnish a description 
of the third man. 

CURTIS advised he was confined in the Jefferson 
County Jail with RAY and his co-defendant from approxi­
mately March of 1955 until July of 1955, and that they 
all subsequently ended up together in Leavenworth Prison. 

___ l+=L~2_2~/_6_8 __ at_~Da_lton, Georgia File # _A_t_l_a_n_t_a_-_l_t l_t _-2---=-38_6 __ _ 

SA BERN11RD F(. BERRY :bJ·c 4/26/68 
by -----------------=-------Date dictated--~--~------

' This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Je stated while at Leavenworth Prison, RAY's associate 
~nd co-defendant did nothing but lift weights and attempt 
io improve his physique. 

He described this co-defendant as being a white 
malci, age 36, at that time, 5'10" to 6 1 , 180 pounds, and 
well built. 
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• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Data May 3, 1968 

1 I RAYMOi'-JD LOUIS CURTIS,currently incarcerated v1hitf1eld 
! County Jail, Dalton, Georgia,advised that he has sp3nt time in 
p:rison on two or three occasions with JAMES E.t1RL RAY o CURTIS 
advised he fJrst beeame acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY in March 
1~55 at the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, Missouri. He 
stated RAY was incarcerated at the Jackson County Jail on 
Post Office burglary charges and had just recently been released 
from prison in Menard, Illinois, prior to his incarceration at 
Jackson County. CURTIS at the same time was under arrest for 
armed robbery and bank robbery in the Missouri area. During 
this period., CURTIS stated he and RAY were cellmates for 
approximately six to seven :nonths. While cellm.atcs, CURTIS 
recalled that RAY had a close friend, name unrecalled, who 
visited him while Rl\Y ·was at the Jackson County Prison. This 
friend had been a former cellrn2tc of RAY when RAY was incarcerated­
at Menard, IlJ.inois •. CURTIS nGver actually saw this man but 
knew that RAY had sev~ral~sits from one particul&r individual. 
This man kept RAY in s9encling money whlle RAY was in Jackson 
County Jail anc1 in CURTIS' .op:Lnion thls individual would harbor 
RAY if' RP.Y 1-1ere on escape • 

. 
CURTIS r.·1ent on to say that RAY had another close 

friend, name unrecallad, of Italian descent, apparently a 
"big man" in the s~/ndica te. This Italian had ap1)aren tly 
operated with HAY in the past and both he and RAY had engaged 
in handling stolen Postal money orders and travelers checks. 

After six or seven months as cellmates at Jackson 
County Jail, RAY was sentenced to three years on the Post Office 
burglary charges and transferred to Leavcnh'o:cth Federal Penitentiary. 
Two weeks later CURri~rs received a 16-ycar sentence for bank robbery 
and also was sent to Leavenworth. While confined at Leave:~nworth 
together, RAY spoke of no girlfriends and corrcspondsd wJth hone 
to the best o.f CURTIS' knowJ.edge. While in Leavenworth, HAY 
mentioned that he "operated" frequently out of Quincy, Illinois. 
By "operated n., RAY meant "engaged in burglary and payro11 j cb s. 11 

CUR'l1IS zald that while he and RAY were incarcerated thev . 
- 47 -

t D!'."1 J t- 0 1--. t!""',.... .,,,,.,o··..:i..;.;..; .... _____ Fi le# a __ .w_~-,-\,. ~ ... ~-0 ... c,, 

SA THOM.AS R. HEI:,TRY, JR. : jhs 4/25/68 
by, ________________________ Oate dictated _________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is !he properly of lhe FBI and Is loaned to your ogen,y; 
it and fts conlents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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engaged in croo!{ed poke:c games and took felloi\7 prisoners 
for money. In the opinion of Cuifl'IS, RAY was a good poker 
player and an excellent card handler. During this incarceration 
RAY mentioned underworld and hoodlum connections, names unrecalled, 
in Chicago., Detroit, Tampa, and the Tijuana, Mexico area. 
CURTIS went on to say that after serving seven to eight months with 
RAY at Leavenworth he r,-ms transferred to the Unlted States Penitentiar 
Atlanta, Geor8ia. CURTIS served six to seven years in the United 
St:tes Penitentiary, AtJ.anta, and in June 1962 was released but 
sent back to the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, 
Missouri, to serve time on armed robbery charges. While in the 
state penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, CURTIS again 
was incarcerated with J.L~HES EARL RAY. On occasions they were 

h II II 't: fl H T in the same cell toget.er in B Hall and all. hey serv~d 
together from 1962 to 1966. Wrllle in 11B11 and 11 C11 Halls they 
were together in a three-man cell with a thi:cd individual who 
CURTIS said could verify the fo1lov1ing facts but \•.'hom CURTIS 
refused to :1.dcntli'y, but \•1hom CUffrIS refused to identify: 

CURTIS stated that during this incarceration President 
JOHN F. KENJ·:EDY w:::..s assassJn&ted and ~,,ord from the outside filtered 
into the prison that this wat probably a conspiracy. Word came 
in that KENNEDY had a 11 bounty 11 on h5s h'::ad. CUl{i1IS wss unable to 
glve further details on the "bounty". He said in 1963-1964 
Dr. King's mcvements becar.-10 ·.one of the topics of conver2atlon at 
the state penitentiary. Word got around to the inmates that the 
"KK of the South 11 who apparently went to businessmen and hud raised 
approxi:natel;y a million dollars, had a 1bounty" •with thE money on 
KING 1 s he2d. CURTIS ~as unable to give further details or 
information regarding 11

1;:K of th-3 South 11
• 

CUH1i1IS said th2t fro1;1 1962 to 1966 before CUR'rIS 1 
reJ.ease RAY mentior~e:c.1 a 1c Jcast a doz,:-;n ti.nes that had he knovin 
about a "bou~1ty 11 on Presid•2r1t KEi'D!EDY' s hs3d arn=1 h8.d he b.:;cn out 
he i-,:ould have made every effort t0 collect lt. :i{AY also said. 
apr-,:co;{1:rBtc1y a d)z,:-r "cJrn.e.s ~n the p:r2senc.s :if CJRTIS 11 1f h~~ got 
O'J.t in t.:.1e and ii' KJ:,JG i1a:.; Bti~J. al:i.ve he 'IJouJj 111.:c to ret the 
. , II -
'bounty' on KilJG • R.J\ Y nc Vt3 :r men t ionod '.-:hot:1 he vicu~_d cc,n tact to 
get trris "bount;/' but CDRI'IS ad·v-is-:.;c1 the crir:1ins.1 element kne,\I 
h c+- ·' ' 1 or uo co~cacc sucn peop_e. 

CURTIS went on to say that the above 2tatcments co;icerning 
K.Ilm made by RAY \'iC:Y•~ heard by the third cellmat.e mentioned 2bov:..~. 

- 48 -
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In addition CURTIS stated that RAY had a friend 
in New Orleans, Louisiana ~FIRSrl' NAffi.E UNKNOWN) COIN (phonetlc) 
who was apparentl:{ a 11 f~nce' • This man was we11 connected 
with the hoodlum element, however, was quite old and in the 
opinion of RAY was in 1955 at least 55 to 60 years of age. In 
the opinion of CURTIS this individual would definitely harbor 
RAY. cu1rrrs knew no cJ.ose frends or associates of KAY. 
RAY, allegedly through prison grapevlne., had a wife but this 
was never mentioned by HAY. CURTIS said, however, a few prisoners 
mentioned family connections. While in prison RAY also mentioned 
gamblj_ng in Los Angeles, California. No specific place in Los 
Angeles as to th~ gamb11ng was mentioned. RAY in CU}fl'IS' opinion 
was a ''hit:;h liver" when outside ar:d would associate ,;,;ith 
prostitutes taking one from tm~n to tm-m. 

1 
RAY 111ith rcsard to KING' s killing indicatf!d he would 

mak0 all rules and .i·:ould in all probabi1ity demand the 11 bouLty 11 

money b-::: put in a bank. RAY mentioned three for":!igr:. covntr1cs, 
which he had le2.rndd ebout and •11hich CURI'IS assumed RhY v.•ould go 
to if out of the Unit~d States. These foreign countries were 
New Zealand, Brazil, and Switzerland. CURTIS was of the opinion 
that not over three people would be involved in the actual 
assassination. It would have been well planned with diveraionary 
measures and in the:! opinion of CURTIS a second individual., not 
RAY, ,~ould have driven the getaway car to Atlanta as a 
diversionary measure. 

CURTIS said he ,,wuld not testify to the above facts 
because if he did testify to this information r.e would fear for 
his life. 

C 
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