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EJM/leh ·::' 

i1 , 

RE~ SUSPECT ERNEST SUMPTER GALT 

AT ST.· LOUIS, 'ivi'IssoURI 
~. ·' . 

A review on April i.2, 1968, of .. the personnel records, 
National ·personnel Records ·center (Civil~an personnel. Records), 
St. Louis, ~,fissouri, by ·tc EDWARD, .. J;, MERGEN, indicated. that 
ERNEST SUMPTER GAQLT, (also. shown . as .EAR~ST) ,· was employed on 
March 18, 1942·, as ·a HospitalAttendant :,with the Veterans Ad..:.·· 
ministration, at North Llttle Rock, -Ar~ansas. _'!'his, em·ployment 
was terfuinated on July 13, 1942, as a Hospital Attendant, bf 
reason of termination for .. failure to res'1port for -duty. 

' ·.1. - . [1. 
. 1.. ' ' ! 

He was employed ·on Decel!lber $', ·· 1947, · as a Hospital 
Attendant (Mental) with fhe Veterans Aci,~inistration, Veterans _ 
Administration, Hospital, '.:'w:ard, -at. North: _:Little·- Rock,- Ar~ansas,.-> 
Ef:t'ective.,October,-14, 1948:, hE;l was,suspended for. a period of:•_· 
five days for. making a false' statement.\,~ .-This .employment was . 
termi'nated-, on August 12 ,. (t949, as: a Hos;pi tal Attendant (Mental), 
by reason or -resignation because of leaving the State of 
Arkansas due to illness ;n thf:l family .. ;,:_ .. 

:, ' ;•'i" ' ·(;, .' ' I 

He was eJµployed. ,on December 13., 1951, . as a Deckhand,· 
. when actually employed, with the Department of. Commerce, Inland 

Waterways Corpora;tion,---,Fed~ral Bar.ge Lines, Mar.ine .Division, -
St. Lolil:i..s, M:i:souri;, ~ Tp.is· employment wa~ terminated ·on . January 
28, 1952, as a neckband pecause of. sepa.':r;ation for abandonment 
of position .... failed to return from. authorized leave,. , , r, - :": ·::• 

··) . :, ' . ' (' . '.' :-
' He was emploted ort March 4 1 1952, as, Deciband, 

1 I' · · ' ,. • 

when actually employed· wit}:l .the Department of Commerce, . Inland 
Waterways" Corporation,,. Fede~al" ·aarge Ltries, Marine Div.is-ion 
at St. ·Louis, M;i.ssouri. :: 'fJ:iis employment ;was .. terminated .on 
July 21, 1952, ·as a Deckhand by reasoniof separation for aban­
donment of position - failed to return ;from authorized--.leave. 

•.! ' > --· 

t· . . _,_, . : I: ;:: ,. C __ ) 
- ,.. He was employed -1on May 25, 19q3, as a I DeckhaIJ.d, when 

actually :e.mpl~yed, :·with the lleJ?ar_tmentJof Qomme:ce 'b~ri~a1;1d 
W~ter.ways .-Corporation, F(:!,deral- 1Barge Lin,e.s, .,,Mar1.n,e,-.... 1. vision, 
St.,: Loui:;s, . Missouri. - This employment .-wa:s terminated on . , 
October 19, 1953-, as a D~ckband, · by reason of reduction in . 
force "Action taken Qecause.of sale of:":Barge Lines necessitating 
abolishment of a;Ll posit:~ons in conuiiut:itjg area in accordance 
with provis:i,ons ·of an Act. of Congress.-~ ; " 
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·The rec~rd ·c.on:t~'ined a iette~ ,· marked CONFIDENTIAL, 
dated September 27, 1948, from the Civil Service· ·commission, 
to tlie Deputy Administrat.ion, _Veterans· Administration Branch 
Office #9, 42() Locust Street, St. Louis,. Missouri, which is 

i,• 
quoted as follows: 

"Dear Sir: 

. l'Refi~reri.ce·· is ma.de to the ca~e of .ERNES't Sm.1PTER 
- Gi\ULT _born I I at\ Danville' . .Arkansas' . 

. who was proijationaliy appointed. subje9t to investiga­
tion·, to the. posi tlon of ::e;ospi tal: Atte'ndant ·(Mental), 
at the Veterans Adm:inistati'on Hospital, · Nort°h Litt le 
Rock, Arkansas., ef;fective. ,;J .. 2/5/47_: ..... ,..._.. r. 

. '-~·. . ' . . ~ . " ; ,,·.- . ,, . 
: 1• 1 .., ' ' :' •\ •· ' '.' \, ., ',' • , , 'J .., , . . , ~ 1 ' •, : ' I , /

00 
, /

0 
' ,7' 1 '( • , 

',,·. :"Mr. Gat1:lt.'s case: has' bE!en 'processed under.- . 
Execu"tive order ·No·~ -~835;. Part, 1, · Section 3,. and the 
information developed was. favo:rable' with the·. f"ollow­
ing e_xceptiori: l'n 1hfs ~iicatiop,'dated Ilecember ·s, · 
1947,. Mr.:· Gault denied ever having' been- convic.ted, 
fin~.d; imprisoned:, lplaced on p11obation, .or ordered 
to deposit bail,. for the violation of -any law, .. police 
regulation or ordinance (exclusive. of minor traffic 
violations for. which a .fine-:o:f $25,;·oo or(-,less '.was : 
imposed) since his ·.sixteenth birthday,.. -Information .· 

: ·has· been received by the Commission. indicating·· 
· · t:~~1;, Mr. Gault has ·been ar·rested,, since his sixteenth 
· birthday, -as follow~.:: !: c · 

' " ~ ~ ' ( ,. • ,' ' 'i 

, 

1

Jan1.1ary l,."6-,.,- 193~, by the Police Department, -
Little Rock, Ar.karisas-,, ·for burglary and ·two ·(2) · , 
counts of . Grand larceny~ Turned!. over to Juvenile 

. CoJ,ll't. . No disposi tiori 'shown:.. I .·, ••• ' 

. .\ .. ..__ r·. ( 
_ • ·''. ·,,, (-· ' ., I 

_ .. · . ·. ···July_ ·20; 1939 ~:: _by the State ,police; Litt le R·ock; 
· Arkansas.,>-for: i-:tivestigation. No disposition shown. 

. .. ; ' \ . . . 

,-_. ,. ,· ~.f . : ' _·_ ·, ·:: •·. <· ·1 • :,··' ' •• ' ! • . 

Oc.t-ober 11, · 1~39,. by -thEf Police Department, 
·. Little Rock, Arkansas; for peti t. 'tarceny. Discharge. 

• • ' • • • I ' • ~ 

. ' ; ' . } , 

July· ·15, 1941 / by the -Police Department·, Litt le 
Ropk, Arkansas, for assault. and Q.~ttery. Discharged. 

I'·· 
I' 
i,. 

,1. 
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" January .24, 19.47, by the Police Department, 
Saginaw, Jtichigait, for desertion. Placed on pro­
bation for ninety (90) days and required to pay 

$3.75 costs. 
·non August 18, J,948, ·this off ice called Mr . Gault' s 

attention to the discrepancies in his application 
and requested an explariation, on August 26, 1948, he 
replied to our letter and admitted that he had inten-
.t1onallY falsiiied his. appliCation with re.spect to 
his arrest record, Re stated hEl deliberately conce.aled 
the information to•avoid having 'it all come oUt 

agai~.' 
"In 194,2, ip. connection with a prior period of 

emplOyment:at the.veterans Administation Hospital, 
North Little Rock Arkansas, this employee failed to 
admit his eritire arrest .record, , The matter ,was called 
to the attention of ·the· hospital authorities who , • 
decided no action should.bi> taken against him and· 
he was retained in the service. Re subsequently vol-

untarily resigned. 
Pinasmuch as i:hiS is the second occasion that 

this matter has.been called to the attention of this 
eJ![ployee, you are instructed to suspend him from duty 
and.paY for a period of five .(5) consecutive working 

d 
. . " . 

aY,S· . ... 
The following background and descriptive information 

was contained in the· record: -
.. ( 

Date -and place oi birth 

He;ight 
we,ight 
Education 
Addresses. 

at· 

anville, Arkansas 
5·, 7" 
145 
9th-grade r· 
317--E.- 15th, Little Rock, 

\ -Arkansas· (March, 1942) 
(May, 1947) · 

706 iest 24t~ Stt~~t, 
Little Rock·,:'Arkansas 

(October, 1947} 
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Military Service 

Employments 

. , ... 

Relatives 

1911 West 18th Street, 
North. Little Rock,' 
Arkansa~ (D&cember, 1951) 

119 Cornell Street, ~out~ 41, 
Saginaw, Michigan·(August, 
. 1949) 

United $tates Army, 
·Atigu~t 25, 1942, to 
Ja~uary 2, 1946, serial 
number 38 212 167, Company 
Ej 3~7th Infantry, 90th 
Divis:i'.n 

DE,LBERT MOUDY y. ·farmer, 
Bellville, Arka~sas (1946 
to, .January, 1951) ·· · . 
C ,-W. -. GAL~AWAY; Detroit, 
Michigan, (January, -1951, 
to June .1951). - ( · 
State~Hospital, Little Rock, 
Axkariia~ (Jdne~ 1951, to -­
Dei~eniber, 1951; , . . ·· 
Chevrolet Foundry; .Saginaw, 
Mi.chigan,, Supervisor, -· · 
FLOYb,.:PARKER ~· . Apr i 1,: · · 1946, 
tri Janu~ry~· 1947 . 
Western Union., dates. and 
city .unkriowri1. -· -· 
Rainwater Grocery, city 
and datE;)S unkno~µ. . ., - , 
Standard Ice.- Company,-· - .. 
North 'Little Rock,·· Arkansas, 
July 12, 1941, to October 15, 
1941. 

Mrs .. -LULA "GAULD 1i, : 1,g'i I:_ West 
18tli; ~orth L~ttle Rock~­
Arkansas, December, 1951, in 
1942 · he listed her maiden -
name as CAMPRELL. -
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References 

Ph~to~raph 
Social Security Number 

Father, W. 0-. GAULT, 317 
Eist 15th.Street, Little 
Rock, Arkansas (1942); 
Wife, -FLORENCE H~ .GAULT, 
706 West 24th, North-Little 
I{ock, Arkansas (December, 
1947) ' 
HARRY GAULT, United States 
Army, 1942-; ·· · · 
EVART.HOFFMAN, father-in-law, 
119 Cornell; Route 41, 
Saginaw, Michigan (l.947)' 
ROY.NELSON, bro;ther.:.in-law, 
706 West 24th Street;··· 
North Little Rock, Arkansas, 
(1947); . . . .. 
Mr-s .' LORRAINK.-C~TER;( _s.ister­
in.:.1aw, -·305 South, Jeffer$on, 
Route<41, - Saginaw, Mic

0

higan, 
(She stated-. she. worked,. with­
him .at ··consumers Power 1 

Company,, -Milwaukee,, Michigan, 
F~bruary ·s, 1947, to'Mardh l, 
1947, and states she 11(;hummed" 
with him) . . .-, > : , ,·, _ 

B ~ HOLDEN·, State ·nos pi tal, 
Litt le Rock;·._ Arkansas 
(December, 1951) - .. - · 
Mr .. STALEY,. ·$tate Hospital, 
Little Rock, 'Ar'kapsas 
(December, · 195~) · · 
LEROY GARNER, ,· 231 t We~t 
14th" Street, Litt le R9ck, - -· 
_Ark~nsas .-(D.ecember, -195;1,)" 
JUDE SMJTH; #3 Fire Stal1oii, 
North Little Rock, Arkansas, 
(May ,-.1947-) . 
J .:R; .:sPOO~i, SR .. ; ;1;t1~~ 
ChancHe:i;'· Street~ ·North 
-Litt le R<;>ck, Arlransas 
(May, i947) 
None available 
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On application for Federal employment. he listed 
employment with Camp Joseph T. Robinson, North Little Rock, 
Arkansas, April 8, 1941, to July 10, 1941, as a waiter in 
the mess hall, however, personnel of this center wer~ unable 
to locate such a record . 

. "Tlie record 'indicated, that he was a student with 
the Nationa'i Youth Administration, .June, 193.9, ~o .se·ptember, 
1939, taking a course in Welding. Personnel of this center 
advised that they could locate no records for this and· stated 
that he was probably employed as a youth worker and these 
records have been destroyed per congressional authority. 

, I 

A review of the Civilian Conservation .corps (CCC) 
records indicated that ERNEST SUMPTER .GAULT was enrolled in 
the CCC on April 8, 1940, at Little Rock, Arkansas, and was 
assigned to a CCC Camp at.Pierce, Idaho,''performing,Blister 
Rust Control ,vork. He was honorably discharged on September 23, 
1940, at Little Rock, Arkansas, by reason of expiration of 
term of enrollment . . r . ,-, :, 

' The CCC Records listed the following background 
and descriptive information: 

Born 

Height 
Weight 
Race 
Hair 
Eyes 
Relatives 

Address 
Employments 

Photograph 

I ft Dan-
ville, ArR:ansas 
5 ',1,0 !I . 

133 '-
Caucasian 
Brown 
Gray · •r 

WILLIAM OS.CAR GAULT, fat,her, 
and .LULA-~MM,t\, GAULT; mother 
both residing 317.East ·15th 
Street, Little Rock.-,; ,Arkansas 
Same as parents . --
J .D. Pll(E, ~s . a trucker, at· 
Little Rock; Ar.kansas (prior 
to April, 1940) . 
None available · 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



7 

SL 44-775 

The CCC r.ecords also indicated that he worked for 
a contractor at a CCC Camp in Arkansas,·. during November, 
1939, however, no further information was-shown. 
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RE: SUSPECT ERNEST SUMPTER GAULT 

AT ST. LOUIS,. MISSOURI . 

. A review·of the Army service records on file at 
the Military Personnel Records Center., St'. Lou3:s, Missoµ~i, 
on April .. 15, ~1968; by,lC EAI;tL :M.'r}tANEY:i:for.,:E~NES~ SUMF.r~R. 
GAULT~' Army f;ierial number 38212167, . disGlosed he _;was induc­
ted August .1.1, 1942,. at Litt le Rock,' Arkansas, and' entered . 
on active· duty on August 25, 1942, at Camp Robinsin, Arkansas. 
He was thereafter honorably discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 
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Missouri, on January 2, 1946. He served in the Enlisted 
Reserve Corps from January 3, 1946, to an honorably discharge 
on January 2, 1949. He reenlisted in the Enlisted Reserve 
Corps May 9, 1949, and was called to active duty on November 8, 
1950, and he thereafter received an undesirable, discliarge on 
August 28, 1951, as a Private- at Fort Bliss, Texas, because 
of unfitness due to undesirable traits of character. 

A report of Psychiatric Examination at Fort Bliss, 
dated June 13, 1951, showed he was of the passive-aggressive 
personality type, manifested by habits and traits of character, 
alcoholism, unable to perform minimal requirements of duty, 
predisposition undetermined, impairment, moderate, severe. 
It was recommended that. he be administ.ratively separated. 

While in service, he received six Summary arid one 
Special Courts-Martial. He spent one year, five months and 
twentysix days foreign service. Among his decorations was 
the Purple Heart ~ith Oak Leaf Cluster. 

His description from both his civilian personnel 
and Army service records is as follow~: 

Race 
Sex 
Born 

Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Scars 
Education 
Social ·security ,Number 
Veterans Administration 

Claim Number 

Parents 

7, 

White 
Male. 
I I at '---=nc--a_n_v_i~. ~1~1-e-, ~A-r~k_a_n___Jss 
5 '8 11 -. 

145 pounds 
Brown 
Gray 
2w "scar on 
9th Grade 

left fore arm; 

C-6886995, fi~ed at the 
Veterans Admiriistration­
Regiorial Off ice, ·New 
Orleans,, LoLtisi~na,, in 1956 
Wl:LLIAM,O. and-LULA GAULT, 
7b9 West 24th Street; 
North Little Rock, Arkansas 
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Sister CLEO, residing at 1911 
West 18th.Street~ North 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

He was divorced at the time of his Ar~y ~nttance 
and subsequently.married one FLORENCE HOFFMAN ·of Saginaw, 
Michigan, on February 21, 1944, at Lawton, Oklahoma. 

Fath.er-in-Law 

Sister-in-Law 

Residences 

Photograph 

EVAR'T HOFFMAN, 
Route 41, Saginaw, 
Michigan 
LORRA.INE E. CARTER,· 
305 South Jefferson, 
Route 41, Saginaw, 
:Mic'higan 
1911 West 18th Street, 
No.rth Lit~;le· Rock, 
Arkansas; ( 1956) ; . 
Post Office, Bcix 534, ,·· 
JAssups, Maryland, 1959; 
401 East Eager,. Battimore, 
Maryland, May, 1962; 
None appeared in file. 
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HRD:amb 

RE: SUSPECT 2 ERNEST SUMPTER GAULT 

AT ST. LOUIS 2 MISSOURI: 

Personnel at the Vet.erans Administration Records 
Processing Center, St. Louis, Missouri, advised IC JOHN D. 
DYER, JR. on April 15, 1968, their records failed to contain 
a claim file for ERNEST SUMPTER GAULT under Veterans Adminis­
tration Claim #C6886995. 
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RE: SUSPECT-ERNEST SUMPTER GAULT 
FBI Number 144 0493 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

By communication received April 17, 1968 9 the 
Identification Division of the FBI advised that the remain­
ing unidentified latent fingerprints and latent impression 
in this case were not identical with the fingerprints of 
ERNEST SUMPTER GAULT, Army service numbeT 38212167 9 FBI 
Number 144 0493. 
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, . 

RE: .. SUSP,ECT f° ERNES:T SUMPTER GAULT : 
,::·. •' 

- i:. .;'. ., 

AT ST. LOUIS·, MISSOURI : . 

The- f ol:l.o~ing i~ve$.~igation was conducted by SA 
RICHARD T. HRADSKY :on April l8j) 1968: . :',.· 

. . ' ., ' , .. .,..Ii . . . ' . 
. Mr. J. C. GAULT,·- a1:~o known as JA~ES C. GAULT, ·Mac 

Arthur Hotel, . 100 North Broathvay, St. Louis~, :Mil?souri, advised 
that he is employed as a vendor by Missouri <$port Service, · 
Inc., 350 Stadium Pl~za, St. Louis:. Missouri..;.,-,·and. that his · 
Social Secur:i. ty Number is I I He .s·tated that he 
has not seen· or 'heard from hi's broth~r, ERNEST SUMPTER GAULT, 
since. 1958, that his. whereabouts. at this tirtJ.e. are unknown · 
to him. · · · · ·• · · · · · · · i:1 •-'-- · • 

:, . ;,_ .1:: ~1 1 

He stated· that in 1958, 'his br~th&; ·telephonically 
~dvised him he was a. seaman s:hipping out. ·of:,;Boston, Massachusetts. 
He did not know wli~r~· his bro:ther·:was then r~siding or by 
whom he was employed. . . . . 

He stated his brotJer spent approkimately one month 
in St. Louis•in about 1952, ~hen he_ wason·y~cation and that 
he stayed at ~is apar:tment. r;, ..... 

. . ·• ,. , ' .'~ . . : ?-, " " I, ., . 

•;1,· 

He stated he did not know ·any friends of his brother 
and :was not aware of whether .:or not his bro;ther corresponded 
with any of the relatives in:·'Little Rock, -Atkansas. He sug­
gested conta9t with his.own ~on, BILLY GAUL~~- who resides 
on Sinora Drive' in North Little Rock, Arkan~as, and is·-employed 
by the Metropolitan Life Insu,rance Company rf.here, for infor­
mation as to the location. of· ,,other members pf the family. 
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JEROME WAL.LJIS VERNON 
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HRD/leh 

RE: SUSPECT JEROME WALLIS VERNON, also known as 
J. WALLIS VERNON - ARMY AND AIR FORCE RECORDS 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI_ 

The following reviews were made by IC EARL M.RANEY 
on April 11, 1968: 

Review of the Army· records on· file at the· ·Military 
Personne 1 Records Center, ·St; Louis, Missouri; disc lose that 
J. WALLIS VERNON, Army serial number 19464736, enlisted in· 
the United States Army at Los Angeles, California, and served 
from February 6, 1953, to September 4, 1954, and he received 
an Undesirable Discharge on ·'the latter· date as a Private at 
Fort Ord, California, due -to unfitness, habit of character 
rendering retention undesirable. · 

A Ce~tificate of Neuropsychiitric Examination dated 
August 4~ 1954, at Fort Ord, California, ·shows .a diagnosis of 
"anti-social personality. This condition is usually character­
ized qy.-an,inability to live by the rules.other.people live by 
and an inability to form loyalties to, people or groups." 
It was indicated he used drugs, type not indicated. 

He was seen again on August 4, 1954, due to homo­
sexual experiences with an accuser, ·name not shown, which were 
denied. He made no effort to deny homo-sexual experiences in 
civilian life. 

The following disciplinary actions were noted: 
r· 1 , , r 

Special Court-Martial June 19, 1953, Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky, for absence without offic~al leave, from May 2-6, 
1953, and May 6-9, 1953. Received fifteen days restriction 
and forfeiture of $64 pay. 

' ,-1 .,-
Special Court-Martial December 16, 1953, Cal!lp 

Carson, Colorado, for absence .without -offici~l leave, from 
July 6, 1953, to October 25, 1953. He was sentenced to three 
months confinement a:thard labor and forfeiture of $150 of his 
pay. 

7 , 
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Special Court-Martial, July 14, 1954, at Fort Ord, 
California, for absence without official. leave from· May 17, 
1954, to· June 21, 1954. He was sentenced to three months 
confinement at hard labor a forfeiture of $165 of his pay. 

His assignments were shown as Fort Ord, California; 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky; Camp Carson,. Colorado; Fort Lewis, 
Washington; Las Vegas, Nevada, (surrendered to military author­
ities at Nellis Air Force Base, June 27, 1954); Camp Irwin, 
California; Lackland Air Force Base, Texas; Sheppard Air Force 
Base,, Texas; Mather Air Forc_e Base, California; and Travis ·Air 
Force.~ase, California: 

A review on the same date of the Air Force.Service 
Record of JEROME WALLIS VERNON, Air Force Service Number 
19707383, disclosed he ~nlisted and served in the United 
States Air Force from Aq.gust 18, 1961, to l\!larch 26, 1964. 
He.was honorably discharged on the latter date as an Airman• 
Basic, by reisonfof physical disability, diagnosed at

1
the 

United States Air Fo~ce Hospital, Travis Air Force Base, Calif­
·ornia, by a Medical Board Report dated Februal;'y 17, 1964, as 
·follows: 

'''Schizophrenic reaction, chronic, undifferentiated 
type,,. severe, manifested by seeming episodes of disassociation, 
episodes that seem to he almost dispersonalization, probably 
hallucinatory experiences, and .. in. the. past paranoid ideation." 

. ' 

The records revealed that bri-April 3, 1963, at 
Mather Air Force Base, California, VERNON attempted suicide 
by taking approximately "30 acetylsalicylic acid (ate) 11

• 
- ' ' 

( 

This record •Showed VERNON was a deserter and was 
apprehended by FBI Agents,' 09tober 18, 1963, ·at Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 

No associates were-identified in the service record. 

He received the following ,di$ciplinary actions while 
inthe Air Force: 
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February ·26, 1963, reduced from Airman Second ciass 
to Airman Third Class, events not shown. 

April 10, 1963, reduced to Airman Basic, warranted 
45 days extra duty as commanding ,officer.punishment for dis­
orderly conduct on March 31, 1963, at Non-Commissioned 
O~f{cers open mess, Mather Air Force ~ase, California. 

Summary Court-Martial., July 18, 1963, at· Mather Air 
:l.i'orce Base for being ~isorder ly in a stationand damaging . 
military property as well as Pacific Telephone Company proper­
ty. He was satenced to be reduced to Airman Basic and given 
30 restriction . 

. , 
The following background information concerning 

him appeared in the files: 

Born 

He_ight 
Weight 
Race 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 
Scars and marks 

Pam_pa, Texas , . 
69ii,,- 6'. 
175. pounds 
White 
Brown 
Brown· 
Fair 

190 pounds 

Tattoo on left arm; 
Mole onleft cheek. 

·Marital Stat·us records indicate he had two wives 
at one .-time and that -this condit.ion existed prior to his Air 
Force. service. It was indicated· he met a girl in Texas; and im­
pregnated her and married her while still legally married to 
his first wife. The first marriage took place September 19, 
1955, and the· second on March 19, 1962. He had four children 
by his first marriage and one by .his second marriage. 

His education was shown as three years high schoo~ 
at John Brown High School, Sol om Spr~ngs, Arizona, -1953. ,· 

Civilian Occupations Rqofer helper for Percy 
F. Dennett, Whittier, 
California, 1950-1952-
He-was also employed by 
Baron Brothers~ 4107 Franklin 
Boulevard, Sacramento, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
4 

SL 44-775 

Military Occupations 

• 

California, dates not · 
indicated.· 
Light Weapons Infantryman, 
and Aircraft mechanic 
reciprocating engines 

The record indicated he attended a course in recip­
rocating engines at Sheppard Air Force Base, September, 1961, 
to February, 1962. -

Residence address were given at 785 North Skiland 
Drive, Sierra Madre (Los Angeles County),California, February, 
1953; 3009 West 8th Street, Los Angeles, California, 
September, 1954; 3103 Carly Way, Sacramento, California, 
August, 1961. 

·Relatives were listed as Father, JAMES .MACK VERNON 
and mother, BONNIE LASSIE VERNON, 3103 C~rly·Way, Sacramento, 
California; Brother, JOE E •. VERNQN, Mayflower .. Street, _ 
Monrovia, California, August, 1963; Ex-wife, -LORRAINE. M. 
VERNON, 3040 East . Meadow Lane, Visalia-, California, Augus~, 
19$3, and --1215 West, .Goshen Avenue; Sierra MadJ?e·, , Calif orriia, 
February, 1963; Wife, DIANNE VERNON, 8179 Folsom Boulevard, 
Sa.cramento, California, August, 1963·. It was indicated he 
has FBI Number 743 226,B. 

The records indicate he qualified as an expert 
with the M-1 rifle. 

Social Security Number is~-----~ His Selec­
tive Service Number was.49135486 with Local Draft Board Number 
91 at Pan.dena, Ca1ifornia. 

No photograph .appeared m the files. 
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Re: JAMES EARL AA.Y 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

AT EWING~ .MISSOURI . ·. "· . 

• 

'! .· 
',j, 

Tb,e following :i.nvest:i,g~tion.;·w~s co'n~ucted by 
Agent JAMES A. DUFFEY: . ,·· ~ ·i 

Special 

~ r .I 

' ' ,1., ,, . • . I" ;:,, ' • 

Mr • .;roHN VICKERS, retired postmast'er·, Ewing, Missouri, 
advised he recalled the ':a.AYNES family as hav.ing drifted into this 
area· during th~ depression era.- :i',fr. JERRY RAYNESand his family 
lived on a farm one mile east. of town~ · The''family was large and 
very poor at the time. Mr~ RJ\YNES tr~ed to ::tllrm and did odd 
jobs. During 'the early ·1~10 't~r, the family m:ov~d to Quincy, 
Illinois, and never retu~ned to this town,tc> his knowledge. 
Their. closest neighbor .'ancf' only person· nov(~living nea,r where 
they lived is Mrs, JOIIN.-·L()SCHER. . _,· :i 

• I ~, •• \• ; 

Mrs. JOffli LOSCH-ER, J;toute 'i, :.on· Api\il 22, 1968, advised 
she recalled the RAYNES famil,y as liv1-ng in amuse nearby. This 
house has since beeµ torn --down. She s.tatecl the family of RAYNES 
was a large one as she recalled and very poor at that time. The 
father tried to farm ~:nd -d~d odd jobs in the·. area. They lived 
here from the mid-thi~ties until ·t:tiey moved ito Quincy, Illinois, 
during the early World war lJ :,per:i,od·. ··She s:tated they did not 
neighbor with the RAYNE~ and sh,e knows· of no:.· one who did. She 
stated she has not seen any· of this family since they moved. She 
recalled that there were several small children :in the family when 
they came here and that ~ev:e:r;-al more were bor,n\while the family 
lived here. She stated· she could not recall:: the names of these 
children. · · · 
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Re: JAMES EARL RAY 
SCHOOL RECORDS 

AT EWING, MISSOURI 

• 
,, ' 

. V :1,._ 

! • ,' 

' ,, 

The fo;I.lowing inve·stigation was qpnducted by Special 
Agent JAMES A. DUFFEY: ,, I•: . 

:•. I 

,· 1· , 

Mrs.· THELMA· BALL, Principal, Ewi~g Scllool, Ewing, 
Missouri, on April 2~, 1968,; advi.se<:J sqhool: ,records reflect 
that JIMMY RAYNS (father JE~R¥ RAYNS), born :I I 
place not given, entered the :first grade atEw1µg, M;i.ssour1, 
August, 1935. He attended_until May, .. 1943, :completing the 
eighth grade. GraC,es .during last ·yea:r wer~ Jliostly· 0 I"s 
(inferior). No record of transc;ri.pt being ;,sent anywhere. 

Mrs. BALL a;t.so.pro~uqed the recor<;l·of the only other 
person with a sb1i;I.ar nam_e. ,::: It, _i,s t);le ~ecor,d ;for· JACK RAYNJ!;S, 
parents JERRY and LUCILLE RAYN:ES, born I_ i place 
not shown, entered this scbooi in·the fJ:,rs~ graae, Augus 28, 

. 1939, and attended on;:ty unt~,l' May, 1940. ::·: ·.:· 

i ' 
,,, 

' ' 

.. '· ,, . 

:. t 

I ; 

i: ",• 
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AT STo LOUX~ MliSSO\URX 

On April 22, 1968, BOJE CRABJJ:LL s e1l'utpJLoyee, lVicDonnel= 
Douglas Corporation, telephonically adlvi~ed·this Office his 
sister» Mrs. ORVXLlLE ROBBINS, 168ij Crowdl~r, Flori~sant, Missouri, 
attended grade school with subject RA.Yo Mr~o R(Q)BBKNS h~s back= 
ground information on the subJect during his early year~ at 
Ewing 9 Missouri,. 

On April 22' 19(68' MIC'S O O:FlVJILlLE lR',(Q))BJBl(NS ll 168(()) Crowdle:ir' 
Florissant, Mi~souri, r~sidl~nce telephon~ = TEmple 1=0691, 
advised Special Ag®nt WALTER Co JOIH.ONISON between 1936 and 1943 she 
atten~ed grade s~hool with one JXMMIY RAINES at Ewing, Missourio 
She dlidl not connect him with JAMES EARL RAY urntil her brother, 
lMIARTJIN CRABJCLL g <Ewing~ Missouri, telephoned. heir OlDl 'the lillight of 
April 219 19689 that JXMkff RAXNES WffiS RAY. 

Mirso R(Q)BBXNS ir~c~lledl. that th®ir~ weire several ~hildl.irern 
in the RAINES f~mily but the ©nly two members ~he was acquffiintedl 
wi it:b w~s JJClVJM1f te!.lilldl. his J(Q)Ulillgier b:ir<Qltlhlie:ir, JACKo She said! there 
wercs !51lO>l!llllte smaller siiSlteirsi but she dlidl rm@t kimow them.. She hmdl 
never met the moth~ir but 1r~calledl. the fmthe1r 1 JER~Y RAXNES, 
~rnd remembered\ him ~s beilillg tiriflernt andl mm irndlividual wh© would 
lill.Ot w©irk alill.dl dl.irew welf~ll."e all the time hi~ family was residlilillg 
ifil Ewirng 9 ~issouirio She :irecalledl the b~y~ 1 JACK ~lilldl. ~!MM~, as 
well as the girls 9 all W<eil!.t by the la!Slt l!lialll'ill9 (Q)f RAJINES alllidl ltll<eV(G,lt" 

knew of the rname RA~o 

JIID!. 1943 after JKMMY fiID!.i~hedl. the eighth gr~dle he 
m~v~rn with his family to H~nil!.ib~l, Mi~~©u1ri, where she urm~e~gtood 
th® f;ai,th<elt" had /al, j@b wi t:rn a Slh({))<e (COlOOt)palilly o Thisi WiBl.Sl the l:ai.g;t time 

me hai.d he:ai.ir<dl from the f(alrnlily ~xcept ~rQJmmie time SJ.gco he:ir brothcer 9 

!VJAJR'Jr'I[N, irudl.:ii.catce<dl that om~ q)f JXMMJ1' 9 :EI b:ir<DJther~ haicil driven ©ff 
the Mi~si~~ippi River Bridge at Quirn~y, !lliID!.©i~, ~ID!.<dl had <dlrowil!.edG 

She kil!.ew notJnd.ID!.g further C©ml.ce:irlilliltllg· the f~.mily 's 
whereabouts aml.dl. her la§t C(Q)fil!.tact was in 1~43o 
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JAMES EARL RAY 
BACKGROUND-EMPLOYMENT 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI: 

On April 22, 1968, Mr. PAUL NAEGLE, Personnel Manager, 
International Shoe Company, 1509 Washington, advised SAS. T. 
JOHNSON the records of his company disclosed a single frame 
of microfilm which showed that JAMES EARL RAY, no address 
or Social Security Number shown, was employed, capacity not 
shown, from May 20, 1944, to a lay-off, December 10, 1945, 
from which he did not return, at the Wood River, Illinois, 
plant of the company. No additional information concerning 
him appeared in the microfilm or other records of the company. 
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AT ST. LOUIS~ 
,, ,, 
L'· 

·I/· 
RE: RAY BAGKGROUND 

ARMY S$RVICE RECORP 
··\l .;, 

''/ .' ' 
'1' ·.;,: .::-

A reyfew '·On Sept~mber 13, 1967 ,'., lby. IC EARL M. RANEY 
o.f the military service records on file ~t, the Milit~ry 
Personnel Records Center, St. Louisp Misij.our.i, for JAMES EARL 
RAY, Army· Seri-al Number 16 163 129, indi¢~ted he enlisted in 
the U. S. Army: on F.ebruary:, 19, 1946·, at East St. Louis, Illinois, 
and served on active duty µntil' D~cemberi23, 1948, at which 
time he was g~jen a generaf discharge as;~ Private First Class 
at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey'., by reason of:. i~aptness and lack of 
adaptability for military .s~~vice. ~" · 

'\ ' 

The records indi~ated he w~s·t~ied and convicted 
by a Special Court..-Martial, 'for be;i.ng drunk, in quarters and 
breaking arres.:t. He was s:entenced to be''confined at hard 
labor for three months and:,'-fo;rfeit $45 p~r month for four 
months • · · , • 

' IJ • ;- ,,! ,, 
'i:: 

The records also''·indicated he teceived treatment 
a>inember of the for gonorrhea ,and:;,syphilis,. wnile he was ' i. 

m1 .. 11· tary. ··" · it-- 1

' ·Ii:' ,, . 

The :t;ollowing b:ickground and dtscriptive information 
appeared in the record:. '1! ::, " 

!:1 
", 

Date, place of b;i.rth­
Height 
Weight 
Race 
Hair. 
Eyes 

'' 
le,, 

Mi l.i tary Occupation 
Civilian Occupation 
Addr~sses 

L__~-----.~~~~_J' Alton, Illinois 
. 5 ' 11 n,:1

, , • ' 

145 . ,;,, 
Wh;i.t~i. 
Black'."·.· 
B·lue ·i .:. -
Mili'.(ary :Policeman 
Coloi:iinatcher 
538 Br:padway, Alton, Illinois 

(Febr.uary 1946); 
215 Qa~ Street, Quincy, Illinois 

(Dec:ember 1948); 
c· , 

i1 l 
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Relatives Father 
Mother 

Photograph 

17 

Care of Mrs. LUCILLE RYAN, 
214 Spring, Quincy, Illinois 
(July 1952) 

GEORGE RAY 
LUCILLE RAY, both of 538 Ea~t 

Broadway, Alton, Illinois 
(February 1946) 

None available 
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RE : JAMES EARL RAY 
BA:CKGROUND 

• 

~~ _sT.' ·wu Jrs 11 !1~PU.R.I1 
On April 22, 1968, in order to determine duty stations 

of JAMES EARL RAY wlh:i.le overseas in. the u. s. Army for possible 
use in rieconstructillig his activities while there, his Army service 
record was rreviewed ~Y IC EARL M. RANEY and.the following overseas 
assignments were :noted for him: 

53rd Quartermaster Base Depot, APO 124, Nurenberg, 
Germany, one day, August 12j 1946; 

626th Quartermaster Refrigeration Company (M), APO 
162~ Nurenberg, Germany, August to December, 1946; 

Companies C and B, 382nd Military Police B~ttalion, 
APO 69s, Bremerhaven., Germany., December, 1946 to 
.A""r.il, 1948. It is noted thiat duri:ng this assj.gi!1!.­
mellllt he was temporarily assigned to '°D/S W/Brake 
MP School, APO 751, Bremen, Germ:amyvv, February to 
March, 1947; 

Company B, 1892nd Infantry Regiment, APO 757, 
Frankfox·t, Germany, April) to J'une, 1948; 

Company B, 16th Infantry, A.PO 757, and 696 (note 
APO 696 w~s Firth), June to December» 1948; 

77 49t h Staging Area, APO 69, Bremer haven, G-erxk'l:any, 
December, 1948. 

The foregoing was from RAY's service reco:it•d ser:.i.81.l 
number 16 163 129. 
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RE: 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

,, 

JAMES EARL RAY ; . :'. , 
VETERANS' ADMINISTRATIO~, · 

The following ini~estiga~ioj:i was· conducted by· · 
•• 1, 

i'' ,_ . 
. ;i. .. i .. 

IC JOHN :D. DYER, JR.: ·-;;. 
, : , ·. . .· I:,, 

_ _On April ~5, 196:8,. a ·review of.i,,the rec<:>rds at the 
Veterans Administration Record Processing-Center disclosed 
JAMES E. RAY, bc;>rn I ~ I at Al~on, Il~inois, · 

· u. s. Army Serial Number 161'~3 29, Veter.,ns Administra:tion 
Claim Number C-766 1340, .liled· a 'claJm f9t education or .... 
training .allowa11ce on. Aprf'.t 19·, _1949:, at i~e Veterans 
Administration Regional Of;f;ice, Chicago,. (Illinois. 

. · il . !': · 

Additional deta:ils·concerning this claim were 
not shown; however, the cliaim file indic~ted RAY's Reb.abili.­
tation and Education Folder was retired to the Federal 
Records Center; Chicago, l

1

llinois,· _by the':Veteraris Administ·ration 
Regional Office, Chicago, Tllinois,· :on M~rch 15, 1955~ . 

. : ... ' . ,··, ' j:i-;";'.': : 

. RAY's claim fil,~, ·disclosed the[following addresses: 
5050 North Broadway, Chicago, Illinois, ,April 1949 and 459 
St. James Place, 1 Chicago, :Illinois, 'Noveiber 1950. ' 

. .· ' •;; ': 

RAY's claim· file'·failed to cont~in further infbrmation 
with the exception of misc,~l,laneous papers· verifying his 
military service. ·• •, ' 

·, ,, 
':1, 

:, . '· 

:r:•. 
•.•;[•' ,, 
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AT STo LOUIS 2 MISSOURI: 

. :· : .- . . RAY EDUCATION,,.:. )·:,_ I ,.-·, •• 

~ : . ~ ." . . ' ' ~. ~ ., 

The t91llowing investigation was ~onducted by SA · 
HARRY C. JUNG on April 25~: 1968: .;,,.· - - . '· , • .. ,. 

•• · -- 1· Current directories contain '.j1b 'listing for ·American· 
Telev:tsion School. The 1947-48 Sto Louis D:i:rectory contains 
~··listing for American Tel~vision,, Inc-~\ ·72li'S)live Street, 
R/oi(Q)m 1301, KENNETH Ko-;LANDESSp Distri<§t'•~1M:anager of School. 

KENNETH K. LANDESS, 2101a Sout~ Grand Boulevard, 
advised he was formerly employed as indicated above. He 
stated that the actual school was located in Chicago, Illinois, 
and there was merely an enrollment office in St, Louis. The 
St. Louis office was closed in 1949 and all records are in 
Chicagoo LANDESS advised that subject was unknown to him. 

qo 
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- . , ~·.b :"· .. , . 
RAY 1955 POST OFFICE MONEY ORDERiARREST 

AT HANNIBAL·• MISSOURI: 
.. :. ',· > ... :: .:".. ,,".:' . ij:' :~, . "·· 

•• - - ••• ,., • .., -• - - • I 

Tµe - foilowirig i nve$'t iga t ion • wtl;s 
DUFFEY{ on April 19, 1968: .... , f 

J·i•nducted by SA JAMES A • 

'!J., .. 

Mrs o MIGNONE Kil:.IAN ,· . Record _·Room~;_ , ~ol ice Department , 
.Hannibal, Missouri; advised t.bat JAME;S 'EARL·j;~Y: was arrested at 
Hannibal, Missouri, and printed tinder Baniii~al Police Department 
#40714. Be was actual1y·'arre$ted by the Miij~_ouri State Highway 
Patrol:, (MSBP) and wa~ brought'1; ·to. the }laµnibali Police Department:, 
for' safekeeping. Ile wasntiescribed as a whi ~e m;l°Le American, born 
Al to.n, · Illinois, on ~-------cc~~~~~ He is 5 '·10"/ ·170 ·pounds, 
medium build, dark brown /h~ir;, blue ey~~~: ·.$~J;fparents were 
listed as deceasedo He;gave an address,·-·of -l~-29-.Che~ry -{no.ncity. 
iisted) ~- Bis. associates. were listed as-·Wi\Lt:ER T!:RRY RIFE ·and 
CATJIERINE BU~ICIRK, QuiQcy·~: Ill~nois. · 1r~spo~:ttion of the arrest 
was rele.ased to the., PQstal .•Inspector, Kaµsas .. :City; Missouri. No 
phptograph appeared in ; .. °t~e..c·,tiJe. :: :•:: .:··. ;:· .: .. ·· ·. . · ''"_ · 

. .. . . • . ' .,..•·,, .. !,,-:_: ":'::t -~- •;: • ,. ... ~ ,)": ··.: "- . • . •. 

" . . Neither RISE-pr ·.BfflKIRK we;re.,)in~~:r,priiit~d and n9_ 
descriptj.ve arrest :fecor~<was- made at that tf~ie.~ .'." "'·' 

AT MACON·~:MISStlVR{: '.:;,; -~-' ,·'' i'.f /:~ :·_+-, -,;;, 

The fQllowing->fn;estigation:'iva'.s::~~~duc:ted by SA JA~S 
A~ DUFF~Y, QnA.pril 2or·1968;::_· · x'._':_ /::!-, . ., 

. J. · .. ~;,.-. _ .. ·.-·;-~:i/:\{l·-~.',~ . tti=-:.i_~-·;:::i\-~•'.'J)~t,., . ·- . . . 
. . Sergeant WILI.,JAM,:lMABE, MSBPf:','rro9pY/.:.!!B" Headquarters, 
advised· his record$ re.fleet JAMES EARL 'RaY, ',WALTER TERRY RIF,g 
and CAT}µl:RINE DORIS BU§KJRK';: w,ere arrest~4. M#tch 23, 1955, by · : 
Trooper$ JAMES CASSIDY. and Ll\~RY · FORRE~'l' ~ . -m~ar Ban:ni•bal, Missouri, 
and charged with ut1;e;J"ing. pe>s:tal money :·order~· taken in a b'3-rglary 
of the Kellerville, Illinois,:: Post Off:j.ce.- ··.They were lodged at 
the Hannibal ;l?olice, ~~vartme,nt. All w~l@ . r~·le~_sed ,on March 24, 
1955, tQ Postal Inspector w ~ .. :L. RUDDELL:.,6f Kansas City, Mi'ssouri o 

'.- _. • • .: • ' ;~, ·; I : . -~ • • .,: '.'J~ < •• ·' )• ', • ;• _; ,' • ~j( :/ _. ' 

The following .desc:I"-iption of RAY:•was takien at that 
time : . r. . · 1

'. • •• · 

Name 

. "I!r:..::·_• 

JAMES EAR~i·RAY, also known as 
JIM RAY,!, . .:fAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES . 
WAi,TON,. 1:~ . C. HERRON 

':, 

r' ' 
'[:: .· '· .. 
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Address 
Se::,c 
Race 
Born 
Birthplace 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 
Complexion 
Occupation 
Parents 
Relatives 

Victor Hotel, Quincy, Illinois 
Male 
White - American 

6 I¼ 

.... =u~i=n~c~y, -I~1~1~1~n~o~1~s 
5 '10 9

'. 

165 
Blue 
Dark Brown 
Ruddy: 

.Laborer· 
Deceased 
None listed 

There was no descriptive arrest data .. for RIFE • 
. ,:··. 

CATHERIN:E BUSKIRK was described as foiiows: 

Sex 
Race 
Born 
Birthplace 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 
Complexion 
Teeth 
Occupation 
Scar 
Father 

Mother 

Husband 

Brother 

Brother 

Female. 
Whi te·r• ~ · American 
I 1· ,;, 

Quincy, ,Illinois 
5'7½11 tall'. 
128 . 
Blue , 
BJ,onde'' 
Medium 
False 
Waitress 
4 99 scar rig~t wrist 
MYRON ALTGILDERS, 825 South Fifth 
Street, Quincy, Illinois 

MARY H~LEN ALTGILDERS, 825, ,crocker, 
Los Angeles, California. 

ROBERT LEE BUSKIRK, 428 North 6th 
Street, Quincy, Illinois 

RICHARD ALTGILDERS, 825½ South Fifth, 
Quincy, Illinois 

lV,!YRON ALTGILDERS, 911 Adams, Quincy, 
Illinois o 
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JAMES EARL RAY 
POST OFFICE ARREST= 1955 

AT_S!~ LOUIS» MISSOURI 

The following investigation was conducted on April 23, 
1968, by Special Agent JOSEPH A. DUBYAK: 

JOHN SHICKER, Postal Ill'llspector, Un:i.ted States Postal 
Department, St. Louis 9 Missouri~ advised the original postal 
office inspection reports of JAMES EARL RAYvs and WALTER TER.RY 
RIFEvs postal money order passing activity in 1955 has been· 
forwarded to the United States Post Office Department, Chief 
of Inspection, Washington, D. c. SHICKER provided a photostatic 
copy of the report for review by Special Agent DUBYAKo 

A review of the report revealed on March 7 1 1955~ 
blank money order numbers 742; 239, 535 to 600 were stolen in 
a !burglary of the Kellerville~ Illinois, Post Office. On or 
about March 20, 1955 9 RAY and RIFE c~shed eight money orders 
at Hot Springs Naticmal Park 1 Arkansas. RAY also cashed one 
postal money order at Tallahassee, Florida. Both were apprehended 
at Hannibal, Missouri, by the Missouri State Highway Patrol on 
March 23 1 1955. On April 1, 1955, RAY and RIFE pleaded guilty 
to violating Title 18, Section 50:0, Ull'ilited States Code, for 
unlawful issuing~ passing and uttering of stolen money order 
forms. RAY received a sentence of three and three=quarter· 
years and RIFE was sentell'llced to three years. 

The report revealed that RIFE admittedly wrote out 
the face side of .all _the money orders. The payee on the money 
order was WILLARD Jo MC BRIDE, and the remittor on the money 
order was VERNON MC BRIDEo The name "WILLARD MC BRlDE" is that 
of a real person in St. Louis, Missouri, whos~ identification 
was purchased by RAY for use in cashing the money orders. 

Jo LEE SIMPKINS, Probation Officer, St. Louis, Missouri, 
advised St. Louis Postal Inspectors that JAMES EARL RAY was released 
from Federal custody on May 20, 1958. SIMPKINS stated RAY was 
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residing with his aunt, Mrs. LUCILLE RYAN, !913 Hickory Street, 
St. Loµis, Missouri. SIMPKINS described RAf as a professional 
money order forger. 

The following desc:i#ptive tnforma~ion of JAME$ EARL 
RAY was obtained from the review of the file: 

Name 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth• 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 
Build 
Marital Status 
Education 
Military Service 

Occupation 

' ,,,-

' 
I J~M~S EA~L RAYi 

Quincy, Illinois 
5' 10'.' 
180', pounds 
Bla:ck 
Blue: 
Med.iu,m 
Med'ium 
Single 
Teritll grade 
Th~~e years irrUnited 

States Army; received 
qeneral Discharge under 
honorable conditions 

Painter. 

" ,, ' 

I' 

,, 
' '' 
,' 
' 
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Re: ROY WILLIS. 

!T HANNIBAL, MISSOURI 

' .. 

'• ,,. 

·'. ,,. 

\, . . , 

The following inves·tigation ·was conducted by Special 
Agent JAMES A. DUFFEY: . , . 

. - WILLIS, an ex-Hanniba-1, "Misstiuri;'\~oliceman, purchased 
a Lincoln car from JAMES EARL RAY after he was arrested .at 
Hannibal, Missouri, March· 23,: 1959._ It is ~~called that RAY, 
after his arrest, learned··•that he ·woµld- be ;i:-emoved to Kansas 
City by postal inspectorif1_am;l wanted ·to se11·: the car in which · 
he was arrested. Officer·Roy; WILLIS bought: it. The then 
Chief of Police raised a question as to the(. propriety of 
WILLI~' act ion_s in b~yin~ -th~. car froni. :a px-}_~pner. · 

Chief ARLO :B.AI!DWIN,:' Police Depart~Jnt, Hannibal, 
Missouri, · on April·· 22/,.1968, advised that Officer ROY WILLIS 
resigned from this department August 1, 1957, and moved from 
town. · Police records show that an inquiry by a prospective 
employer, B. F. Goodrich Company Sto-re, 130;Q North Collet 
Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota, was receivecf December 3, 1957, 
No other inquiry since and it was Chief ·sALi>WIN's recollection 
that he had heard WILLIS had :.be~n employed :by this firm and 
was last known to be in ·_Min~eapolis. ··'·; 

r: 
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AT HANNIBAL, MISSOURI 

RAY - ASSOCIATES 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent JAMES Ao DUFFEY: 

CHARLES GUNN, owner of the Alibi,Tavern, Hannibal 1 

Missouri, advised on April 25, 1968, that prior to RAY's Post 
Office conviction in 1955 RAY patronized his tavern occasionally 
but that he has not seen him since and has no information con= 
cerning him or his present whereabouts. 

He could furnish no personal history or background 
information concerning RAY. 
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RAY''s. BACKGitOUND 

,,sn ·' AT MONTGOMER'Y' 'C1Tt'\;'l1"''MI SSOURI p ' 

', 

' ' 

Sheriff GAR~D BETHEL, .Montgomery ··county, Missouri, 
advised SA JAMES A. DUFFEY on April 25, 1968, that the Park 
Hotel in M<>ntgomei•y City, . Mi'ssouri, where RAY allegedly stayed 
in 1955 is no longer·in oper:ation. He had no knowledge as to· 

. whether or not records· of.· 'that hotel are still in existence 
or if so in whose possession they might .be.: 

"' ' ' 
I'' 

' I,,. 
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44-775 -I ; 
RE:· RAY'S BACKGROUND 

I',·,. 

AT ST. LOU.JS, MIS,S,OURI j. :: '. . f\ 
The following .inv~st1gation was i:conducted by· SA 

JOSEPH A. DUBYAK on April ~8:, 1968 in regard to the facts 
surrounding the stolen postal money·order:which JAMES EARL 
RAY cashed at Downs M.en 9 s Shop, St. Louie!;: Missouri, -on March 
9 , 1955 . . · · , . ): · . . . . _.- :'. . . · 

·1 
• ,; . , ',1 I.: ' . 

CHARLES JOSEPH DALSON, Schmitt, :'-:Biermann, Spi tznagel 
& V9gel, Accountants for Dowps Men's Shop, ::~

1
t_. Louis, Missouri, 

advised that all records :tqr Downs Men 9 s ~nop are·only 
retained ten years and all --records.dating 1,before 1958 · have . 
been destroyed by Downs Men(9's .Shop~ · DALS0N fu~ther advised 
that he was the Accountant ·:f.or Downs Men 1 s· :Shop in 1955 
and is unable to remember any .. circumstanc~s concerning RAY o 

' ' ·~ ,. '1 ' • 

' ,)1:•.;,, 
·;i, '-' 
.:• . 

··: 1' 
1i, i, 

' 1, • 

• J'I > 

' ,/! ,', 
i•. ' 

1,1 1 

,) 
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REVIEW OF UNITED STATES PROBATION OFFICE RECORDS 
CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY 

j 1/·· 

The following investigation was conducted on April 24, 
1968, by SA LAWRENCE -B. CURTIN: . ' . . 

f I ; 

The file regarding .JAMES EARL RAY-was made available 
by JOHN L. BRENNAN, Chief, United States Probation Officer, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

A review of that file reflected the following 
information: 

JAMES EARL RAY, Federal Records Center (Kansas City, 
Missouri) number 811041. Date of Birth was I I at 
Alton, Illinois. 

. A classific;:at::im study by offic,ials of the -,United 
States Penitentiary, L,eavenworth, Kansas, on August 10, 1955, 
reflected that RAY-listed.his mother and father. as deceased 
and tµe only other. relative"·- listed ·is ··an aunt, LUCILLE RYAN, 
801.North 12th Street,.Quincy, Illinois. This. study- further 
reflects that the co-def~rtdant i~ 1 the case. involving Po~t -. 
Office money orders was WALTER-TERRY RIFE-. Iri the section of 
the study under the l;lead"ing "Previous Employment If RAY provided 
t~e name WILLIAM, MAHER, 1118 East 7th Street,· Alton,- Illinois, 
although no explanation was given regarding this name. The 
study also reflects. that wh~ri RAY had previously been in cus­
tody at the Illinois State Prison, he had been transferred to 
the Honor Farm where he.worked in the kitchen. 

·,r 

' ' 

An annual review of RAY. by officials at the United 
Stat'es Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, in October·~ 1956; 
reflected that during the previous year RAY-had worked at the 
fire department, paint shop, and bakery where he was considered 
an outstanding "bench hand. 11 This revtew further reflects 
that ·t1;1e·only family,contact.with RAY was through letter~ from 
his aunt, Mrs. LUCILLE RYAN, 701½,Washirigton Street, Quincy, 
Illinois. -At that time RAY indrated that when he was released 
he palnned to go to Denver~ Colorado, as he felt the climate 
would be "better for his heal th. 11 
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On Apri_l 5, 1958, RAY was conditionally. released 
from the United States Penitentiary; Leavenworth, Kansas, 
and at that-time lived at· the Blackstone Hotel, 817 Cherry 
Street, Kansas City, Missouri.. It ·is noted that a handwritten 
letter attached to RAYv s condi ticfrial release statement, from 
LUCILLE RYAN, 1135 South 10th Street·ll· S.t. Louis, Missouri, 
and addressed to RAY, at the -Bl~ckstone, Hotel was signed 
"Your Aunt Lucille~ vv 

_.A handwritten. notation-by J. LEE SIMP,KINS, United 
States Probation Officeri St. Louis, Missouri, indicates 
that on January 29, · '1958~· h~ v,isited LUCILLE RYAN at 1135 
South 10th-Street, and at--that·time:,.£ound her, liv-ing:with a 
you~g·er· woinan, who she introduced as her daughter-, MELB!\ 
and an older woman whom she introduced as her mother. 

Correspondence be.tween the. United states Pr<,>batJon 
O~fice at Kansai.~ City, Missouri, ·arnl St.· Louis, Missouri, 
reflects that, a,ft.er his-release. on April .. 5, ·1958, RAY was, 
dis-satisfied w:i. th life in Kansas ·city and repeatedly ex'pi•essed 
an interest in coming _t-.o S_t. Louis, Missouri, so as :to live· 
with his aunt. · , 

The 'following in:form~ti~n- was-,,taken, f~om ,the tYP?­
.wri tten work sheet of the Chief United States Probation 
Officer, JOHN L. ·BRENNAN, -which is set up in chronological 
order:. · · ·· ' · 

' · On Mayr' 7/f' 1958, investigation by. the. lJnited States 
Probation ,Qff,icer reflects· that tUCILLE RYAN presently re- -
sides at 1913 -Hickory Str?et $ St. L9uis ,· Missouri, in _a r_oom­
ing house which she r~cently purchased .. Lived at that address 
with her are three.indi.riduals as. follows: 

l I , ~ t , 

One mentally sub-normal and un:em·ployable daughter, 
age .. 19, name unknown; 

One employed _daughter,. age 17, name unknown. 

L:tJCU,I.E ,RYAN'is ·:_motlier, -age,--,76. 

' ·c On''May:15, -1958, supervision''o:f_.JAMES EARL RAY,,,,' 
was-officially transferred fromcthe United States Probation 
Office_. at Kansas City' Missouri' to the office at St. Louis' 
Missouri. 
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Ori May 15, 1958, JOHN L •. BRENNAN advised RAY 
to go: to the bakery union ·in St. Louis regarding employ­
ment~ 

_ In June, 1958, th~ record reflects that RAY had 
worked as a cook's helpe,r for one day at the _Glen Echo 
Country Club during the preceding.I11onth and was laid off. 
He was otherwise unemployed during .this period. 

On August .. 4, 1958," RAY indicated that when his 
_supervision is termi~ated, :h~ plaris to get a job as a baker 
on a sh~p going to South America and,h~. indicated that his 
occupation is a bak.er not a cook. The record further re-
f lect·s during the time since his last contact·, he was unem-
ployed. . , 

,'\, , ' 

.. ·on S,epteriiber 4, · 1958, .. RAY indicated that · he haq 
worked f(?r. four clays in, 'August at a bakery on North ·18th · 
Street, St. Louis, Missouri, but·. that he was- otherwise un.,.. 
employed during that, month. He further indicat~d that when °· 

his condiiional release expires in Octobe~, 1958, h~ planned· 
to get- a· job as a .baker on· a boat and.~leave -.the United States. 

. ~- . - --...... . 
. On October 2,. ,1958, RAY's-,coridi'tion rel_ease-,ex,­

pired. and supervision- by'·the United States Probation Office 
was terminated. The· records reflect that there wa·s no fur­
ther contact with RAY since that date. 

/ 0 I 
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RE: CHECK WITH COMMERCIAL BAKERIES fOR ijMPLOYMENT 

AT ST. LOUIS 1 MlSSOURl: 
·1 . • .. . . ' 

. . . . . . 

on April 24, 1968, a check of current a,nd previous 
St. Louis and St. Louis Co~rity Street Directories was conducte& 
by SA SPURGEON J. PET~RSON fQ~ the purpose ~i determining 
if a bakery establishment was. located on Nor~h 19th Street 
in St. Louis, Missouri. No su·c;h. firµi or establishment was 
located. · :,. /;i · 

8akerie~ listed ip. :the current ~t(~ · Loui~, Missouri, 
telephone 'book a:; commerc;i,al .bakerie~ were contacted with 
the· ref:iult that 1;10 recc;>rd c;,f supject's employment as a baker 
was found. · 

Name of Company and 
Individual Contacted 

pate of Corrtact 
.', ,. 

i ' 
I,,.' 
'···,. 

Mrs. Alisoq,'s Cookies 
Company, 1780 Burns, 
ANNA MIEBERHOFF, ~er~ 
sonnel Officer 

Apr:(1 24, 1968 I • I•, SA SPURGEON J. PETERSON 

American Bakeries 
Company, 3900 Washington 
Boulevard, .(also has . 
records of tbe Jays~ee 
Bread Company) Mrs. JANE 
SUNDLING, Payroll Cle~k 

American Ba~e~ies 
Company, 4101 Cook, T. L. 
C_ALVERT, Persoq,ne l Manager. 
~ecords of this comp~ny are . 
available for past six years: 
only as previous records ·we:re. 
destroyed in a fire. 

" 

" 

[: ./ 

·1·,:, ,: 

' . ,, 
: 

The Bommari, to Blitkery, 1810 ;>A~ril 2q, J,96~ ·• 
North 18th Street, NJCK 
BOMMARITO 

" 

" 

" 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2 
SL 44-775 ,. 

' !i. 
Name of Company anQ 
Individual Contacted 

Date .of Contact 

The Contine11ta], Balting Aprif, 24, 1968 · 
Company, 37 South.Vande-
venter, (also has records 
of the Hostess Cake Bakery) 
MARY ELDRIDGE, Personnel . 
Assistant 

The Colonial Bread Company, 
4410 Gravois, BILL DAVIS, 
Personnel Officer 

The Forest Park ·Bake Shop, 
4579 Laclede, EARLXNE VE~Y, 
Employment Office 

The Freund Bak.ing Comp3:ny', 
920 South Taylor, CAROL 
BRANT, Pe;rsonnel Departmep:t 

I ' 

q· ,, 

I, 

I' 

'· 

,, 
.,, 

II 

The Haas Baking Comp·any, , . 11 

7969 Reavis Park Drive, Mrs. 
BETTY GRIES~VER,· Manager ., 

Good Taste Cookies, 4380 Apr~l 25, .1968 
Olive Street, HAROLD ~AILEY, , 
Manager 

The Imperial Baking Company, April 24, 1968 
1514 North 22nd, JANICE :,· 
KNIEST, Personnel D~partment. ;· 
Records prior to 1958 have ·· 
been lost. (Also has records,: 
of The Polly.Madison Cake 
Company.) 

Caesar Bommarito Bakery, 
3737 Airport Road, Mrs. 
BOMMARI';L'O 

The Lickhalter Bakery, 1309 
Frankl~n, WILLIAM TARVER 

" 

Agent 

· SA SPURGEON J. PETERSON 

II 

.SA HOWARD G. SLACK 

II 

" 

' I ; 

I J " 

" 

" 

·, 
i, ) 
i' 'i 

. . SA HARRY C. JUNG 
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Name of Company and 
Individual Contacted 

Date of Contact 

The Manchester Bakery, 
4222 Ma~chester, WALTER 

Ai;>r;i 1 24, 1968 

LEDNER . 

Petrofsky's Bakery, 7949 
Delmar, LUCILLE QOX 

" 

Sunshine BiscQit Company, April 25, 1968 
4400 Geraldine, RITA 
HOERR. This company has 
not been engaged in baking 
in St. Louis in over three 
years. 

The Jansen Pastry Shop, 
9426 Watson Industrial 
Park, RUTHIE CARTER, 
Manager 

The Tip-Top (Ward Baking 
Company), 4500 Parkview 
Place, Mrs. 'TINA GREE~, 
Off ice Manager· · · 

Rold-Gold Foods, 2445 ~outh 
Wharf, SAM MEYER, Employ­
ment Office 

The Shenandoah Baking Com­
pany, 3135 Park, TOM MANGLIS, 
Owner. 

" 

" 

" 

II 

Agent 

SA HARRY C. JUNG 

" 

" 

" 

" 

II 
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c. JUNG: 

,, . 

'" .: '' 
j,1 ' 

\' ' 

. :.·.,. 

AT ST. LOUIS 7 MISSOURI_: 

UY EMPLOYMENT ::;. ,:;. 

The_ foll.owing :investigation was. :conducted· by SA HARRY 
,· . '.11 • ~ 

:: ,, 
''I• l,, 

._, 
,_II\ 

. . . ' . ii . . . 
On Ag>ril 25,- 1968,: EDWARD STANJ ,!:: :Fina_ncial Secretary, 

Bakers Union #4, AFL-CIO,. 2615 Winnebago Street, st. · ~uis, · 
Missouri, advised -that he wis unable to 10.cate any. record of 
subject havin~ been a membef: of this un:i.on·.·-.. 

/. 
'i:. 
;. 

,1•, 

!'", ':. 
:, . 
!,I, 

'I ' ' " . 
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RE: EMPLOYMENT 

AT ST. LOUIS, . MISSOURI: 

On AJ?ril ~, 1968, S~' SPURGEON J. PETERSON conta~ted 
Miss MICKEY BIERMANN, Office Manager at the Glen Echo Country 
Club, Lucas and Hunt Road and :Natural Bridge. Road, in ·st. 
Louis County. After reviewing previous epiplo'yment records 
Miss BIERMANN found one card iQc;licating that. GHARLES E. ·RAY 
of 1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis, Social Security-~ I 

had been employed at the. country-· club ;for one day on 
May 28, 1958. There was no further inform~ti9n,available.­
There was nothing to indicate-:who hired him,: tbEf job for which 
he was hired, or tq.e r.eason why he wprked 011.ly the. one day. 
Miss BIERMANN stated that after checking with, other·employees 
at the .club she was unable to: fill,d anyone who is.employed 
there. now who would -have been· with the club :i'1 May of 1958. 

'·. 

,, I• ,: ' 
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JAMES EARL RAY• EMPLOYIIENT 

. Mr. CHARLES ELLIOTT, Personnel Department, Kroger. 
Bakery Company~ <;!houte·au and Spring, st. Louis, Missouri, advised 
after a review of .their person~el · records that JAMES· EARL. RAY · · 
was never a permanen.t .employee of the Kroger .Company, St. Louis, 
Missouri. He further .advised, however, that RAY ·could have worked 
as a jobber on a day:.to day basis as· needed-and ihatri:t: RAY worlted 
under this arrangement, there are no personnel r~cotds l,t~pt for 
this type of job$ This interview was on Apr'i 1 29, 1968 ., , 
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AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

The following investigation was.conducted by 
SA HARRY Co JUNG: 

On May 1, 1968, FRANK MOSKUS, Proprietor, Gaslight 
Bar, 457 North Boyle Street, St. Louis 1 Missouri, advised­
that he has operated the bar since 1965 and·that subject was 
unknown to him. The bar was previously owned by RICHARD 
MUTTRUX. 

On May 1, 1968, RICHARD Mt.rfTRUX, Proprietor, Three 
Fountains Restaur~nt, 4306 Olive Street, St. Louis, advised 
that he originated the Gaslight Bar in 1954 and operated 
same until 1965. He stated that subject was unknown to him 
and he knew of no other Gaslight Bar in St. Louis~ 
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JAMES EARL RAY~ A~REST ~· 1959 

On May 6,. 1968, a 9,9PY of St. Lou.is Police Department 
Summary Report of Complaint Number 222 015 ,:' was reviewed by 
Special Agent DEAN Ro SHUMWAY.. This report .. was originally 
prepared on Octo,ber 10 11 1959 ,, · by the St. Louis, Police Department, 
Third District, regarding a hold-up which occurred on that same 
date at 8:45.aom., The hold-up involved a Kroger Grocery·and 
Baking Company at 3417 Ohio Avenue 1 St. Louis, Missouri. 
DONALD SCHAEFER of 723 Larkin Avenue,·Ferguson, Missouri, is 
shown on this report as the c·o-manager · of the store and as the 
complainant. · .1, · 

The details of this> report reflect.: that two men appeared 
in the store and robbed the s,tc;,re of an undetermined amount of 
currency. The two men then :f;led from the·sto:re, making their 
escape in an old model Ford automobile, da~k. in color~ . ;·• . ... . 

. . Later, at about 9:3:o a.111 .. on t~e.·,same date, St,. 
Louis Patrolmen RALPH KING and EDWARD MC-GRATH-and Detectives 
HARRY CONNERS and EMMETT RIMMER placed under .arrest at 2019 
Park Avenue JAMES LOAMA OWENS and JAMES EARL ;·RAY" OWENS, 
St., Louis Police Department . LB Number 42884. ··was described · 
as a white male, date of birth -I I at Elvins, 
Missol,lri, age - forty, 5 ·feet: 3 inches, 152 pounds, brown 
hair, blue eyes, marital. stat:us - single,·oc;:cupation - barber, 
address - 4023 Olive Street.. · .: ,- , · · 

' . ' •: ~l. : •; ,;', 'i' •,:> ( ; .. :-~);!: ·;;·; •:._•-"if 

. JAMES EARL M:'i- 11
• was described'i'·as · a';1':wlii te male, age ;.,_ 

thirty, born in 11ii,tlb:i,~,-···,ari:tal ~tatus.:~·..:;:,single, occupation -
baker; address - Rip~m. # 5, 20~3 Park Ayefrue·,· :s.t o Louis. · 

·· .,' : . . · 5 .. !_l ,:. .- : . ::; 1;.,j!·,t~_~1J(}:~~• \ 

The above arrests were effected after Patrolmen 
JOSEPH SHORMAN and HAROLD :3XEFERT, tpf th¢ Se~enth District, 
who had been originally dispatched to th,e·scene of the robbery, 
obtained information th~t,.:the.·hold~up,:;m~n, af,ter fleeing from 
t_he scene of the crime, entered a1;1 old,_:moq,el Ford, bearing_ , 
Missouri License Ai~.1~3Sl ~ . The·. descriP,f~p~ of;· this automobile 
was broadcast to all st. Louis Police Department Units. · 

;;_ ~.;1: ·:' ·:' :·-· 

·! ~: ,!,:~- ·'·\ .. -' ;•' 
,·, '·I· 
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Additional information was then ~ijtained by store 
manager DONALD SCHAEFER which reflected tha~ the two bandits· 
had .switched automobiles, abandoning the p~~viously mentioned 
Ford at Indiana and Potomac Street, St. Lo~'is, · and then entered 
a 1958 Plymouth, Missouri License· M83-671. ,\ The subjects were 
last seen in this automobile heading we~t- Q~-Wyoming Street 
in St., Louis o : "' 

' ' ' ·•t:·:- ' 
This same aut(9) was later observed·,by Patrolmen KING 

{ -~ 
and MC GRATH parked in front· of _2011 Park -'t~enue, St. Louis, 
headed in a west.erly direction and 1.11.noccupi:'ed., Assistance 
waa requested by -these . patrolmen and therea;:fter a white male, 
who entered this automobile a~d prep~red t~::: drive away, was 
placed under arrest. Upon arrest 1 he ide!ir~:~fied himself as 
JAMES LOAMA OWENS Q • The vehicle WS!,S then se.iarched and no 

' . ,- ;,'11,'. 

weapons were f oun.d. _ ,·;i:: · · 
·,11 ;, ·: ' 

. \ ,· : ,;; ' ' ' . ' 

Under questioning, pWENS readily :;fackimowledge that 
he had committed the armed robbery,.adw.iai~g tbat his partner 
in crime w~s Oll'.ll. the seco:nd floio:t of the fodm.ing house at 2023 
Park Avenue, as well as. both ··of the guns used''•in the hold~up. 

•" , •~ • ,' , • I • 
1 ''c"· ; • : •. '/ ' 

,;11, ,, 

. The investigating. officers t·hen p~·oceeded, to the 
second floor of this house and at the top «:ff the stairs observed 
a white · male coming from · the · ba thlroo,m ·at ti{e . ~nd of a hall way. 
This individual was commanded to halt and·~o *aise his hands, 
whereupon he turned, bega1;1 cursing a:n«f ran, ::black toward the bath­
room from where he had come.·'RA,Y was.overtaken by the investi~ 
gating officers and placed under arrest, af,ter a scuffle in which 
RAY was struck over the head· with the· servi<le' revolver of one 
of the officers ... , 
. , . . · · .. .· · ·•,u,,,:_ t: i · ·. · · . ):} .. ::, :J .. ~;_ .·_ , . . ,_; .,.-;. '·: · 
· .. :- , .·· . The priso:ne;\w,as1 then escorte~.:tOr,his ·room but broke 

-· .. ' -,' .; .... ,., . .,_ .. ~) .. ·: . ·.-•' ,q.. . •.~ :1,' . ~ ,,. 

away, and began to run,,,;t?WJJ.rd the end Qf,.tbe:.:hallway ·where.he, was 
initially subduetf; ·.,At ti>.is time Detective·iCONNERS fired one: , .. 
~µ~t,,._;i:rom a se1:vi<;,~ ~°€-~V:~lver Ji.n the a;¥ect~;~? .of th~ fleeirig\,_:, .. , .. 
. SU$pe~t, at wh1.ch ,Ji.m,~ .~th~:: pr_isoner hal.t~d:1:.a,.~d, submitted to. ,. 
arrest without tu~ther ~esistance., · 

,,,,,,, . 
.,ii!, 
,,, ... 
·, J' 
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' 
A search ,of the .subject's room, lpcated a .765 

caliber Belguim Browning Automa.ticl> Seria],./Number 57195, 
which contained one live cartridge in the ~hamber and five 
live cartridges in the clip. A second .38'cal:iber revolver, 

'!American Double Acti,on,wv five shot revolver; Serial Number 
249, was also located and found·to contain:,,tuee live 
cartridges in the cylinder. · 

Upon questioning, JAMES EARL RAY 110 admitted that he 
was the owner of these weapons and made the statement to the 
officers, 99! guess J@ml want me. f<0>r that Klr'o,ger -Store stick= 
up." RAY was thereafter conveyed to City Hospital for · 
examination and found to be suffering from: a·· laceration of 
the scalp, which was not considered· to be :.~eriouis» and with 
no other app~rent injuries. _He was therea:fter conveyed to 
the Police Statiollll where he was charged. · .: . 

,'" • • r • .•.:;•,, 

The second i:ndiviidlual involved·~~- the burglary, 
JAMES OWENS, was conveyed directly. from.the place of apprehension 
to the St.. LQuis Police. · · 

The 1958 Plymouth sedal!ll·useim in the commiss:11.on of 
the robbery was determined to be the pr<OJperty·of JAMES L .. 
OWENS and was towed away from i!!ll frorit of· :;,the Park Avenue 
address an.d held in cust0>d.y by local police';· , 

- - • ' . • • . . -•· • - - ~ . - •' •• I,•\• .~ , • 

!, '.j;; :,·. ", :,;:,_ :'I• 1 

. _ _, n:· When ques,t;co~ed further at ·the Distr?,ct _Station, 
OWENS stat~d he had first becoJ1P,e·acquainted·with·:J~MES.El\RL RAY 
albo~t three months prio;o,,.,!p the offe!lli~e, 1 . .,:n.~v-~~g me~· -~:;m .. ~! 1. t~~-. 
St. Louis Rescue Missioim.-.. located at 4023 .. ,0liv.e,, Street. Both 
eventually began spealpiijg i to each oth~r_:/ .. o:f: financial difficulty 
an~- eventually caD)l~ to a!Dl .aglt"eement t~.-pul;R. a hold-up. 
, .. . , •' I •,• I, :,•", ·•Ii,,•.' 

,,, 

OWENS advised that in the early .. ·p.m .. of October 9, 
1959, he and RAY 99cased" the store, which ''.·they eventaully robbed 
on the following day. OWENS admitted that JAMES EARL RAY had 

. given hi~ the snub=nose revolver which he'::Ii~d used in the hold= 
up and that he had driven RAY to a place where he let RAY out 
of his 1958 Plymouth automobile for the purpose of stealing a 
second automobile to use in the ·hold-up.. .\ 
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Both automobiles were the:n driven to the intersection 
of .Indiana and Potomac Streets in Sto Louiso The stolen car, 
the previously mentioned Ford, wa:s t.he:n driven to the scene 
of the crime, alDl.d the store was entelt"ed by both m.eno 

RAY proceeded to a small offi©e located in the front 
of the store, where he p~inted the automatic pistol he was 
carrying at the man in the office)) commanding him to open the 
safe. OWENS. :remained close to the froinrt' door where he acted 
as a lo«>k=01Ult andll accor(rU.ng to OWENS ll left .his revolver i:n 
his coat pocketo OWENS ~tated after RAY failed to get the man 
in the office to ~pen the safe, he p(Q)inted the automatic pistol 
at a woman cashier~ ordered her to step aside, and then reached 
into the .o.ipen cash drawer, removing alDl. utllll.kll:ll.(Q)Wl!'.ll. sum of c1U1.irrencyo 
Both men thelDl. left the sotre and departed in the stolen Ford 
a1U1.tomobile., 

A switch was theireaft~r made ~lDl.d b(Q)th melDl then drove 
to RA.Y's home in OWENS' 1958 Plymoutho 

Upon arrival 1 they proceceided t0> ·the. bathroom of RAY's 
home where OWENS ret1Ulr!tlled RAY's rrevolvell." m!O\ot·•·RAY gave OWENS 
$60 oOO in six $10 .,00 b:iLllsi, whi<eh <e«:m~titut~1tlf'.: OWENS' share 
of the money takelDl. in the robbell"yo OWENS thelDl left MYws 
residence and proceeded i!IDi~i~ automobile where he was placed 
1.llnder arrest ., ' •., 

RAY, when intelr'viewed, refu.sed.'tco make any statemeint 9 

but OWENS later viewed RAY alrild ptO~itively idientified him as the 
man who had aiec(Omparnied him tot.he Kroger Store and assisted 
him in the commission of the hold-up., · 

.. Both individuals were thereafte!' charged with robbery 
with a deadly weapon al!lld ope.iratiltllg ani a1U1.tomobile without the 
own.er~s col!ll.~ 1~mt. Ani addlitio!!ltal chalt"ge c·t· reS!ilsting aJr:irest was 
placed against RAY o · 

, , The Sto LQ1llli~ Police Departmelrilt, Bureau of Re~ords, 
had no information-<0111 JAMES EARL RAY, but the report reflects 

•,. 
1 ·i i 
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