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She advised that ~he has been in frequent cou.tr::!t 
with JA:-,ms GERALD RAY since their sep?.r~d;ion · L1 1963 and 
that r:IELBA ?iIAIU.E RYAN,' the daughter of JAMES GEJ.ALD RAY. 
also lives in Quincy ahd she occasionally is in contact 
with i.\CLBA. Sl1e ac1vispd however that she has not beea 
in contact with MELBA sirrce Christmas, 1937 until 4/19/68 
when MELBA called her to talk to her concerning JA~ES 
EARL RAY and n.AY be;i.ng

1 
charged concerning the. shooting. 

of t,1.t"i.R.'i'IN LUTHER KING.! She advised al so cm that cla t:2 she 
hacl telephonically contacted .:fM,U~S GEH.ALD RAY· and at 
that time the £ather had stated that he.hoped his son, 
JA{/IES EARL RAY was caught as soon as possible so that 
this thing would end. : She advised that she is certain 
that JA~ES GERALD RAY ~oes not know of th~ whereabo~t~ 
of his son JA:.·Lm EARl-, t1AY. She stated that at the pI·esent 
time, JAM:;;S GERALD. RAY' was ·using the name of. GE.RRY ·1{AY:iES ~ -

She advised_ that of the entire RAY family, she 
· .considers JACK RAY or JACK RINE to be cloE:er to JAMES EAJ.L 

RAY than any of the refuainder of the family. She stated 
that the only time that JAMES EARL RAY ever lived with 
JAMES GERALD RAY and herself was som::Jtime arour:,i.d 1939 
when he worked as a bal,rnr in St. Louis.· She st"ated that 
during this period of time, he also resided with his 
mother a.id grandmother i. ·Mrs. MAHER at 1913 Hickory' Street, 
:St. Louis, Missouri. She advised that during this period· 
of tL,~e, she. and JAMES GERALD RAY w~re living_ on 1727 
South 11th Street, St. iLouis, Missouri. · 

--> i .:r 
She advised that .JAiiTES EARL RAY is suppose_d to 

have learned the trade; oir a baker in· prison- and that· he. 
worked at one of the ~ik~ries tn St. Louis aiound 1959. 
She had no idea as to the ~n'a_me of the ba,kery or· the exact 
locntion. She stated that he also had his own aoartmei1t 

·while· in St. Louis as ,i:ell as living with both· his mother 
and his father. - She stated that she had not seen him 
since. he· went to prison around 19GO and has had no contac.t 
with ,JA.\IE3 EARL aAY since si-:ie and the· subject's father 
mov8d to Clarew.ce, Mis~ouri o·n 8/1/61. 

She advised that the subject's father JA!·,IES 
GERALD RAY was an excellent- car salesinan and· did quite -Y1ell 
as a car salesman for a used car lot in St. Louis. Sfrice 
1961, · how~·ver, he has vrorked on ..... a farm, ·first, the one.· 

\ I 
' I ·, ' - 66,-

l ---·-·-­·-- ~·--------· 
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' 
owned by her at Clarend~, ~issour{ and afterwirds on a 

.... -- ..... t.:, farm at Cen t0i·, ~111S::,OU.1. .i.. 

ShG advised that he has never married and she 
docs not know of a:1y cJJos-2 gf1·l friends of JAMES EARL RAY. 
She advised thRt shG did not know of the idei.1_tity of any 
girlfriends .. 

RUBY CARPENTEA statecl that ·she is certain· that 
JA'.-:IES Er"U.L ill'.Y does not 1';:ne,w o:f her pi·esent 1,vhe1·enbouts. 
She stated that she is ,prasently employed babysitting an~ 
d

. , , " ,. . ,. 'd l . r · . , oing nousewo~~ xor vaDious 1n01v1 ua_s in ~uincy ana· 
that in the-event she learns something concerniug·JA~ES 
E.fl.".~tL RAY' s whereabot1ts ,I she will irr.mediately ;.1-otify the 
FBI. i 

to RUBY 
The Harbori~g:statute 

C .. ~_~J?~i\TTEl.l . 

I 

I . . r 
' 

was explained by SA DAVIS 

·:• 
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The following;investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON.Ho DAVIS: : 

I 

On May l, 1es~, GARY SHELTON, 404 Oak Street, 
Quincy, Illinois, age 1?, advised that RUBY CARPENTER -is 
employed at his home as a babysitter and housekeeper 
during the_ daytime for the nine SHEL'rON minor children·. 
After vieviing a -photograph of JAMES. EARL RAY, SHELTON. .. 
advised that this individual had never been-to his house 
to his knowledge and he'has never heard RUBY CARPENTER 
mention JAMES EARL RAY.: He advised that he would 
immectia tely notify SA D..fWIS of any information coming 
to his ,::attention concerning any visitors to the home 
of RUBY CARPENTER and concerning JAMES EARL RAY. 

., 
--- ·- .. ~ - - -~- - .. ·-. 

-::·. I ,; r 
. : _\ \.). 

--- ~- f1t~ -·-----. 
\. ... 

i \ 

.. 
·.,. ' 
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The following 1investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: 

I 
On May 3, 196&, RUBY CARPENTER, 630 North Sixth 

Street, Quincy, Illinoi~, was re-intervi~wed at her home 
and furnished the follm~ing information: ,. 

• I • 

She has had nq contact with anyone who has any 
.information concerning the whereabouts or activities of 
JAM.ES. EARL RAY since la~t bei_ng contacted by the FBI. 

She advised t1lat definitely JAMES EARL RAY had 
lived with RUBY CARPENT~R and her former husband, JAMES 
GERALD RAYNES who was cqmmonly known as JERRY RAYNES or 
JERRY RAYNS -i.n S.t. Louis, Missouri, sometime around 1959 
or 1960. Also, during ~his period of time, JAMES EARL 
RAY had resided with hif:i mother, LUCILE RYAN and grandmother, 
Mrs. MAHER, in St. Loui~o This was shortly before he was 
sent to prison to the M:ilssouri .S•tate Penitentiary in either 
1959 or 1960. -- 1 · · · ·· · 

I 
I 

Sometime during the period of time while JAMES 
EARL RAY was in St. Lou:ils, Missouri, around 1959 or 1960 
he definitely madl8 a tr~p to Mexico. - She had--no idea as 
·to the·1ocation of the "tiOWri in Mexico that he visited; 
however, she remembered :hearing him speak of hj.s trip. into 
Mexico. . __ ! • '- · · · • 

, .. r I ., r -,.__-~~. 

She advised tha:t,on the previous day, May 2~ 1_968, 
- ~irs. FRANK FULLER, 601-·tjhes\nut Street, Quincy, Illinois, had 
visited in RUBY CARPENTER 7s "home._ Mrs._ MABEL FULLER, at that 
time, had advis.ed tp.at she had heard nothing concerning JAMES 
EARL·RAYws whereabouts and she stated that Mrs. FULLER did 
not know anything.conce~ning the activities of RAY. -She 
stated that Mrs. FULLER ~has always been very defensive _ 
concerning he·r relatives and· that Mrs. FULLER stated tha_t 
she did not .believe her '!nephew, JAMES_ EARL RAY, committed 
any crime or·was involved in any way in the death of Dra 
MARTIN LUTHER KING O ; . 

! 
I 

- l 
I a -:....._ 
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RUBY CARPENTER advised that she had not recently 
.talked to MELBA MARIE.RYAN but that when last·contacted by 
MELBA RYAN approximately one week before, MELBA had no 
information concerning the activities of JAMES EARL RAY, 
and had no information concerning his whereabouts. RUBY 
CMPENTER stated she doubted very much that JAMES EARL 

I • 

RAY would .ever contact MELBA RYAN. 

RUBY CARPENTER advised that she felt. that her 
former husband, JERRY RAYNES, has had his phone disconnected 
inasmuch as she had tried several times during the .past few 
days to call JERRY RAYNE;S at Center, Missouri. She stated 
that· he h·as been "very jumpy" concerning JAMES EARL RAY and 
that she feels this is the reason that RAYNES had his phone 
disconnected •. She stated that she is tempted to call RAYNES 
and was told that the pqone was disconnected; however, she 
stated -that a telephone istr•ike vias in existence and the 

·possibility was that the calls did not go through. 

Mrs. CARPENTEJ1 advised that she had no idea as to 
·the present whereabouts .of JAMES EARL RAY's brother JERRY 
RAY or JERRY RYAN who is supposed·to have disappeared from 
the Chicago area. She ardvised that Sometime around April 
25, 1968,.JERRY RAY had 'called her from Ch~cago, Illinois, 
and· asked· her to speak to a Life magazine reporter. At · 
that time, JERRY RAY had indicated th·a t he wished his brother 
would·· surrender to the •~BI. 

She adv iseci th~'.t't she has not been contacted by 
CAROL PEPPER in any way :and ':has .no idea as to CAROL 's present 
address. She also stated she. had no information concerning 
the present whereabouts or address of JAMES. EARL RAY's sister 
SUSAN; however, she did ,think SUSAN was in Chicago, Illinois~. 

. ' 

Mrs.· CARPENTER advised that she personally has very 
few visitors and every.Monday·through Friday she leaves her 

. home ·at approximately 6 :i30 a • m. and walks to 404 Oak Street • 
in Quincy, Illinois, wh~re she is employed by the Child Welfare 
Department of the State :of Illinois, as a babysitter ~nd.house­
keeper in the daytime for the HOMER SHELTON.family. She advised 
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that HOMER SHELTON has nine minor children and that HOMER 
SHELTONrs wife died in March, 1968, and she has been 
employed as a housekeep~r _f<;>r him since that time. She 
usually returns home in ·the afternoon sometime between 
4:00 and 5:00 p.m. after HOMER SHELTON returns home from 
work. She stated that.HOMER SHELTON is employed at 
Moorman 's Manufa(?turing !company. · 

RUBY CARPENTER advised that she did not feel 
that JAMES" EARL RAY wou],.d have any information as to her 
present locationo She again expressed the desire to ~id 
the FBI in the apprehension of JAM.ES EARL RAY and sta·ted 
that she would furnish any information that came to her 
attention concerning RAY'_'s whereabouts or activities. 

RUBY CARPENTER advised that her son JEROME 
CARPENTER is still ·in ttle Missouri State ·Penitentiary 
at Jefferson City, Missourit for the crime of murder 
and she does not feel t~a t he. would have ai1y informa tiori · · 
concerning the whereabouts of activities of JAMES EARL 
RAYe I . 

- . .. . 

. On ·May 3; 196?, -HOMER -SHELTON,- 404 Oak Street, 
Quincy, Illi11o_is~ ·waer· i·nterviewed and a·d,iised that RUBY 

·· CARPENTER is employed ·on a dai·ly··•basis as· a ·babysitter · ""' 
and housekeeper for his,children at that address while 
he is working.· . SHELTON I advised . that he has nine iniuor 
children and three · are not. in school and that his wife 

· ·died in March, 196s·. · ~e· ·s.tated he has no infor·niation· 
concerning .. any visitors i who \may .have v.isited RUBY 
CARPENTER during the daytime\.at his home. He stated 
that She has never mentioned ·JAMES EARL RAY. to· him and 

··after viewing photograp~1s of RAY, ·advised that RAY has 
:never been to his home and tha_t_ he ha_s never seen JAMES 
EARL RAY. .SHELTON advi~ed that h~ would notify the FBl,, 
of any .i:nforma tion he learns concerning anyone -contacting 
RUBY ·CARPENTJ!~R or any information concerning JAMES EARL RAY.. . : - . ·- -- . 

., . , .. ' 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ELYON IL DAVIS at Quinc;Y, Illinois. 

On May 1, 1968, Sergeant ROLAND HANSON, Quincy, 
Illinois Police Department, advised that he resides et 
606.North Sixih Street, Qriincy, Illinois. He adyised that 
RUBY CARPENTER who -resides; at 630 North Sixth Street is a 
neighbor of Sergeant HA.NSON. HANSON advised that he would 
notify the FBI of any visi:tors to or from the CARPENTER 
residence. Sergeant HANS_~N advised tlrn t Miss CARPENTER 
does not have many visitors and only goes to and from work 
each day after which time ~he seems to reside at her home 
by herself and she has ve~y little contact with her neigh-
bors. ' 

On May 10, 1963 :~nd May 13, 1968, Sergeant R.I\NSON 
advised that he has not ol~served any visitors to theRUBY 
CARPENTER home since last :being contacted by SA DAVIS. 

Spot surveilance1s on a daily basis were conducted 
by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SA MACK OLIVER at the residence of 
630 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinois, for the period of 
May 1, 1968 through May 10;, 1968. During this period of 
time, no visitors were observed entering or leaving the 
RUBY CARPENTER home at that address. 

··,._-. 

I 
1. 
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FEDERAL 'BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
i 

D May 23, 1968 
. ate---=----'---------

. · RUBY SMITH c,AIRPENTER was reinterviewed at 1-ier 
home, 630 North Sixth S~reet, Quincy, Illinois, after _ 
she telephonically conltacted SA DAVIS arid requested ·to 
be reinterviewed by him:. 

i 
Mrs. CARPENTE:R furnished -to SA DAVIS the 

I 

following written statep-tent ·which she stated she had 
written to give as exac~ account as possible of her 
knowledge of JAMES EARLi R!\Y. The statement vras on both 
sides of a w_hite piece pf paper and read as follows. 

' I 

nMr. Elyon Da~is - Since you were here the last 
time I have thought of 13ome things I would like to make 
cleai, things I did noti think of at first. First l know 
nothing of the ·whereaboµts of James Earl Ray-. I have· 
seen him perhaps 6 time~, the last in 1958· I believe. 
2nd I_ knm·1 nothing abou\t any unlawful acts of any of the 
Ray, Rayns, Ryan family!. 'l'he only one of the family I 
have been closely associated with is the father, James 
-Gerald Ray, who was my husband for about 3 years. We 
were divorced the 9th o~ Debember 1963. 3rd I have 
always lived an honest f1-nd lawabiding life. I have 
worked hard and support~d myself entirely for l6 years· 
and have helped others a great deal besides. Everything 
I have or ever·had has ~~en from honest and respectful 
work. No one has ever given my anything except my 

· father, who left me some money at his death. 4th I would 
I 

hot accept anything obt~ined dishonestly if it were offered 
to me, which -was not. I 

I 

"I have see'r'i ~~'ny errors printed about the family. 
The headlines of 'the Her~.1,__d Whig s_tating Ray I ,s father has 
long local criminal recbrd: An aiticle i~ thicago Daily 
News by Drew Pearson an~1 Jaqk Anderson stating the children 
were adopted by variouslpersbns. None of the children were 
adopted They also stated 
James Earl Ray was the product of a broken home. How could 

~he be when he was 24. years old when the father left the 
home,· and_- had been li vi~g away from home s~veral years prior~ 

I. 

\ 

! 

i 
5/20/6 8 Quincy, Illinois ~ 1 SI 4Ll-561 On_~-~---~-at_~--~-~-----------Fi e# -

SA ELYON H. DAVIS -by . 
' 
J/smr 
' 

0

Dotedictoted • S/22 / 68 
-------~----

This document ·contains neither recommendatior!s nor_ conclusion~ of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to· your agency: 

it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
i 
I _,,_.n3-
i I 
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sincere. 
"This statement is written by me and is true and 

I 
I 

"/s/ Ruby Smith.Carpent~i 

"May 15, 1968" 

Mrs. CARPENT:E;R _advised that-her former husband, 
JAMES GERALD RAY, is still residing in Center, I•1is$ouri, under 
the narne of JERRY Rl1.YNS, and that he had his phone chanaed to 
an unlisted phone in o~der that he would noi be bothere~ by 
c~ank calls: She stat~d that she is in contact occasionally 
with MELBA .MARIE RYAN, the sister of JAMES EARL RAY, and with 
Mrs .. FRANK FULLER, the :aunt of JAMES EARL R..t\Y. She stated that 
all members of the family tell her that they have no 
information concerning iJAMES EARL RA.Y's whereabouts and will 
cooperate in the locati!on of RAY. 

' ' 
Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she could not furnish 

any further information other than that previously furnished 
to the FBI.. ~-

' I 

I'. 
i 
I 
I 

I-', 
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On April 22, 1968, BILL KAUFMAN, Illinois State Board of 
Probatioo and Parole, adyised of the following re captioned individua 
subj ec·t 's uncle: · 

EARL RAY; also known as Earl ·-Everet·t ·Ray, James Ryan, 
James Mc earthy, James Patrick Clancy, Joe Roe, White, 
male, date .of birth, l~~~-~~I, place of birth, Quincy, Iliinois, 

.and as -of 1949, 5·' 9¼11.i:b. height., 178 pounds,. dark gray-hair, 
light blue eyes, wife - AUDREY, divorced 1950, last known 
address, 1439 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illinois, criminal record 
dateing back to 1916, Menard, Illinois State Prison 
Numbers 6588 and 21025. i Incarcerated at Menard 1925 to . 
1933 (assault to kill) and 1948 to 1955 (;:i,ssaul t to. mayhem -
·threw·acid• in wife·•s· ·face);· no FBI- number available. 

76 

... ·. 
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l 
On 4/22/6 8 Chief RAY WELSH, Quincy,· Illinois. 

Police Deparb~ent, made:available the records of the 
Quincy Police Department of EARL EVERETT RAY.· 

! 

The files showed that- EARL EVERETT Rl\.Y is 
·holder of Peoria, Illinbis PD #14439 and that on 

I 

8/23/43 EARL RAY, 1,401 CI::herry Street, was arrested for 
throwing acid in the face of his ,wife, Mrs·. EARL RAY,. 
'rhis case was later· clo~ed and no prosecutioll was -' 
involved. ' 

The file showid that EARL RAY was 43 years of 
age in 194 3. On 8/25/ 4 7 EARL R2\Y was wanted by the, . 
Quincy PD 6n:an assaultjto kill charge. This apparently 
also involved his wife. 1 On 9/10/48 the files c,ontain 
information that EARL PAY and his wife ·were involved in 
a fight and that her s.:i,.$ter, DORIS, was a witness. At_ .. 

. that time Mrs .• _RAY move? to 1403 Cherry Street and her 
sist.er was DORIS GODMANr 645 College Street. 

, i 
On 7/24/55 EA~ RAY was arrested for the assault 

of YVONNE MC GINBERG , .... 4t,~ York Street, Quincy, Illinois. 
I 

. I'· 
On 8/59 EARL.RAY was arrested for.assault·and 

battery and the victims! we_,;e AU_DREY RAY, wife, and LEONA 
FERGUSON. This occurreql at\1403 Che:i;:-ry Street, Quincy, 
Illinois, after he had ~it AUDREY RAY in the mouth and 
LEONA FERGUSON in the stomach. At that time EARL RAY was 
living at 1415 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illinois. 

. I 

l 
j 

! 
-' 
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AT GALESBURG, ILLINOIS: 

On April 26, 1968, Mr. Co D. IREY, Special Agent, 
CB & Q Railroad, stated that a review of the employment files 
listed a fi-le on EARL EVERETT RAY, subject's uncle, 164 South 
Academy Street, Galesburg, ·Illinois c He showed a previous 
address of 128 North 5th ~treet, Quincy, Illinois and listed LOUISA 
RAY as ·his Mother. The· file indicated that he · worked for the 
railroad for the period Npvember 4, 1944, to November 17, 1944, 
13 days. He listed former employment of April, 1934 to 
June,. 1944 with Sunset Amusement Company,· Excells_ior Springs, 
Missouri and CB & Q Railroad, Omaha, Nebr.a:ska, and W0 A,. COLE, 
a fellow employee, does ·not :vecall _RAY;1 

' 
Name checks at the 

Nnox County ~heriff's Office 
to develop any information. 
area of 164_South Academy; is 

I 

Galesburg, Police Department, 
and the Credit Bureau failed 
The former residence 
now a cemetazeye 

- 78 -
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I. WILLIAM and MILDRED MAHER 

I' 

' 

i 
j '•·· 

I 

i 
.tf .... : • _I 

• I 
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WILLIAM E.' MAHER, Uncle of JAMES EARL RAY, 

I at 712 Brown Street, Alton, Illinois April 22, 19680 
was located 

He 
at stated prior to RAY's entry into the Army, he worked 

a shoe tannery, Hartford,\ Illinois, where he became 
associated with individu~l who had pro-Nazi leanings and 
RAY became anti-Negro and anti=Jewish as a result. In mi1itary 
service, RAY was in Germany where opinion crystalized. 

I . 
I 

. MAHER stated he 1·ast saw RAY 10 or 12 years ago and to 
his knowlegge, RAY has ndt been in Alton since 1959 when he 
was involved in an armed lrobbery. He stated he could suggest 
no one in the Alton area !acquainted with RAY or to whom RAY might 
turn for help. ! 

I 

The following ~nvestigation was conducted by 
S~ ROBERT C. HAINES: 

i 
WILLIAM and MILDRED MAHER, 712 Brown Street, 

Alton, Illinois advised t;hey are the uncle and aunt of 
JAlIBS EARL RAY; They ha~e advised that RAY has·not been in 
contact with them for 10 ,or 12 years; that they do not believe he 

- will contact them since t:hey had a falling out when they last 
were together a11d that ifl RAY does contact,them, 'or they. think or 
anything that might be pe1,rtiilent regarding him, they would get 

• • • I 

in touch with the FBI promptly. 
I . . 

MAHER 

i 
· With regard to pther 

advised as follows :1,. . 
. :, ·._ "i '·\. 

Mrs • MARY MAHER!, ., \ 
Grandmother, · \ 
deceased 

.LUCILLE RYAN, 
Mother 
Deceased. 

... -' .. 

relatives of RAY, Mr. and Mrp. 
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The following in.J.r-estigation was conducted by 
SA FRANK E

0 
CORN, SR~- and SA ROBERT Co· HAINES: 

From May 2, thro.ugh_May 14, 1968, physical aurveillance 
- of the residence of WILLIA/M MAHER» 712 Brown Street, 

was instituted on a daily 'basis-at varying times of the day and 

evening hours. 
No-unusual acti~ity was noted during these surveillances. 

i. 

I . 

I• 
I 

81 -
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J,. Mrse:FRANK (MABLE) FULLER 
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On April 20, 1968, Mrs. MABLE FULLER, .nee Ra.y, 
Paternal Aunt of Subject,i Quinty, Illinois, stated very 
little contact with any member of familyo No information regarding 
subject's whereabouts of :or background. She last heard 
that SUSAN, subject's sis

1
ter, in Chicago and married. Uncle, 

l'lILLIAM MAHER, an advert:i;sing service man and paint contractor 
as of 1960, believed either deceased or in San Ffancisco, California. 
WILLIAM MAHER, was born•c......,---~----- and has FBI# 
768642., 

I 

I , 

--~- ! ; ' 
,j. 

·: '"!\ \~>~¼.· 

' 

• 

- ~-,s3 
:-.. ~--

1 .. 
!- -

.., . , 
·•· 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI '14-561 
EHD:ras 
1 

The followin.g' individuats in Quincy, Illinois,: were 
recontacted by SA ELYON: IL DAVIS on the dates indicated 'by 
each name, at which tim:e they could not furnis.h any information. 
not already furnishe~ conc~rning this matter: 

WALTER TERRY-RIFE 
virg~nia note~ . 
April 30, 1968 

I 

SAMD""EL EDWARDI HARPER 
Virginia Hote'l 
April 25, 196~ and 
April 30, 196!8 

ART CONNORS 
Virginia Hote,l 

I 

April 30, 1968 

EARL JACK HILflND 
Sky Ride Inn ~avern 
April 30, 196'8. 

On April 26, ~968, MARGARET ROTH, Assistant l\lanager, 
Credit Bureau of Quincy:,. Inc., 2_26 North 5th Street, Quincy, 
Illinois, advised SA ELYON H. DAVIS that FRANK FULLER and wife, 

-MABEL RAY FULLER, resid~d at 2601 Chestn:ut .Street, Quincy, 
Illinois, as of ApriY 1{'1967. This was the last entry ~n 
the file. In 1958, FRAN,K;_ FULLER was. working fqr Heck· Vending. 
Machine Company, Quiricy:, · Il'linois. _. The file. showed he .\vas 
68 years of age in 1967: a1fr~ either retired or unemployed. 
The Credit Bureau did nbt cbntain any information as to 
relatives and· the·credi~ of the FULLER family was good. 

! . . 

MABEL RAY FULLER, 2601 Chestnut Street, Qu•incy, 
Illinois, wa~·reintervi~wed pn April 26, 1968, by SA'a· · 
ELYON H. DAVIS and FRANK J. HABERSHAW. 

EARL RAY 
not seen 

Mrs .. FULLER furnished the f o;J..lowin•g 'information: 
'. 
i -. . 

She has receitred · no infqrma tion concerning · JA~!ES 
since_. last being interviewed ·by t~1e_ _s ",CHW ..... ~"°'.-~ l/ioE~D-,,,- _ 
RAY since 1955, when her _mother 7 tn~_ ~ft:Df¼F.-\o_t)JW.:. .. Q) . ...-,.1.~r...- ___ . 

~ .. -~ I . . - ·-· -·------ -. . 

·j'';_- ·!· . \. 
---·····---- _,.: ·--------- - •. -··_ •• ·-~--- • 1 

! 
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JAMES EARL RAY, died •. · He apparently arrived at the funeral 
services by himself and left by himself. 

. . 

·she advised that· slie is. the sister of JAMES GERALD 
I 

RAY, the father of JAMES EARL RAY. She has not been JAMES 
_GERALD RAY for a numb$1"':: of years and has not h8.cl any close. 
contact with her-brother JAMES GERALD.RAY. 

+ • • • • : 

She stated that JAMES EARL RAY served in the United I . 
States Army in Germany, near -the end of World War. II, or after 
the ~ir and this is the only overseas travel concerrting RAY 
of which she has any knbwledge. She s·tated that she did not 
consider herself to be the favorite aunt of JAMES EARL RAY. 
She stated that before he entered the service in the middle 
l940's, he had lived with the grandmother named MAHER, in 
Alton, Illinois, and -apparently he had worked for some 

-- "leather making outfit" j in Al ton. - -

Mrs. FULLER advised ·tha t all of the _children of 
. . • • • • -1 •. . • • • 

the RAY family were apparently put out for·adoption some 
time around 1952 and· th~t she personally did not know ther_e 
bad been-a RAY child by;the name of . . -

She advised that-until the FBI contacted her con-, . 
cerning JAMES EARL RAY, 'she did not even know that his mother 
LUCILLE" was dead. 

I 

. She advis.ecf.tli.it while-J:At.1ES EARL RAY was in prison 
--.at-Jefferson City, 1\-I'is_sol~r:i,, she· had sent him mail on a- number 

of occasions and had on 1 ocpasio.n se'nt him small quantities of 
money. She stated that he had sent her two or three Christmas 
cards and thiS was the cinly bontact she had with him. 

. . 

Mrs. FULLER advised that apparently she had not 
been on JA~IES_EARL RAY'i, rnatling list while in the penitentiary_ 
and.he.had smuggled out· 1through 6ther visitors and inmates_ 
Christmas car.ds to her· on two or three occasions. These 
in ·turn were mailed to h~r. · · · 

' . 

She advised th~t 
had signed them "JI.Mi\1Y 11 ; 

on each one of these cards, he 
. I 

I 

- 85 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561· 
EHD:·ras 
3, 

•• 

I 
She advised ·that EARL RAY was her brother and that 

he had died i_n .Buffalo,; New York, a number of years ago. 
She stated that JAMES E'ARL TIAY probably had no knowledge 
of _the death of EARL RAY or the whereabouts of EARL RAY 
at the time of death. 

Mrs. FULLER.· advised that she and her husband are·· 
retired and spend almos~ all of their time at ·home. She 
stated they have very few visitors and she h~s practically 
no c6ntact with other m~mbers of the RAY family.· 

She advised that she would cooperate with the 
FBI in this matter and furnish any inlormation that comes 
to her attention. · 

FRANK FULLER,· 2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois, 
advised that he is the husband of MABEL RAY FULLER and that 
she is the aunt of JAMES EARL RAY. 

FRANK FULLER advised he has no contac•t with members 
of the RAY family and h~. had no information concerning the 
whereabouts, activities: or associates of JAMES EARL RAY .. l . 

FRANK FULLER ac1v·ised he will furnish any information 
concerning any member o~ this ~amily to the FBI. 

, ·.,. 

- - - _!..._ ____ ,-...--------· 

' ' i: <~,,i., ·~. ', ~ :,.'~;._ \ 

. ! - 86 -
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The followin~ investigation was conducted by· 
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quiney, Illinois.' 

.. . I . . . 
·ELMER BECKMAN, 250·5 Chestnut Street, Quincy, 

Illinois, advised that th¢ .FRANK FULLER family resides at 
26.01 Chestnut Street, Qu-i*cy, Illinois and th;:,t .the family 
solely consists of. FRANKlfULLER and his wife MABEL FULLER. 
BECKMAN advised that he, after viewing photographs of JAMES 
EARL RAY, had never seen tTuis individual at the FULLER's 
house and he would immedi~tely advise the FBI of any infbr­

·mation concerning the activities of the FRANK FULLER fam-· 
I • 

ily. He advised that FRA~K FULLER is retired and that 
he and his wife spend alm<?st ·all of their time at· their 
own home. Occasionally, lfRANK FULLER might work at a 
ta~~rn iri Quincy, Illinoi~, if a bartender could not be 
found a tavern 6n some ~i~en date. · · 

.. · . ~ .1 . . . 

. ELMER BECKMAN was contacted concerning the activ­
ities at the FRANK FULLERjhouse on May 1, 1963, May 6, 1968, 
and May 9, 1968, and on e9ch occas-ion, BECKMAN advised that 
there had be·en no visitors ·to·. the FULLER house during th:=i. t 
p.eriod of time.· I . · , · . 

. . · Surveilances wene conducted by .SA ELYON H. DAVIS 
and :Sk_.:MACK OLIVER on the lresidence 'at 2601 Chestnut Street 
on a spot ba·sis daily front May 1, 1968 to· May 10, 1968. 
Iti this period bf time,~nd,ectivity was obierved ai the' 
FULLER home and no visttot;~.,were.observed :at the FULLER 
.hcinie .' · ,.:\· . 

• f~ . 
"!II\\ 

. \. .. .. . ,., ' . 
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IV. ASSOCIATES OF JAMES EARL RAY 
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A. ·WA:f_.TER TERRY RIFE 

I. 
I: 
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The following investigation was conducted by·· 
SA LARRY W o· GREEN: I 

., 

The following correspondents were shown in WALTER 
T.i RIFE 's correspondence :file #31326 at Menard Prison, 
Meriard, Illinois: : 

Frequent letter,s to his wife, JAN RIFE, 1508 
North Autumn, Peoria, Illlinois; )prostitute) 

Mother-j_n-law, .Mrs. FRANK (JUL1A) OWEN, 1508 
North Autumn Lane, Peoria!, Illinois; 

Other Miscellaneous Correspondence: 
I 

I 

' 
UoS. Disciplinary Barrack 
Ft. Leavenworth', Kansas·;-~·: 

I 

GEORGE GINOS· 
Hillsboro, Illinois, June 19, 1964; 

I 

. LEON SUTHERLAND,, 
First National Bank Building, 
Peoria, Illinois, 
July 7, 1964; 

HAROLD MASON,. 
527 South Adams, 
Peoria, Illinois' 1 

July 13, '1965 _ :\., 
: . ·, .. 

. Peoria County Bar ½;~socia tiou·, 
Box 209, : · \ 
Peoria, Illinoi~, 
July 17, 1964; i 

I 

CECIL MCCRACKEN, 
Greenville, Ill~nois 
Circuit Court Clerk, 
December 10, 1964; 

. ' I , , 
..J.·· 
I· 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



·s1 44-561 

i 
Bond County St~te's Attorn~y 
December 15, 1964i 

I 
JAMES BAILEY (rejob); 
Pekin, Illinois 
RR 2, I 
November 3, 19~5; 

•: •' • •. • ., .·,, I 

.,· 

. JOHN "F •. GRADY' I 

... · ·. ·; .. . .. •· ... . 

9 North CountyjStreet, 
. -· Waukeganp Illinois. 

April 25, 1966:; 
i 

LAST ADDRESS: (May 19, i966) paroled to FRANK OWENS, . 

PREVIOUS INCARCERATION: 

BROTHER:·· 

SISTER: 

FRIEND: 

! 1508_ Peqria .. 

I . ! 

I' 

. (assumed 1508 

Joliet Prison 
April 16, 1959, 
No. 22-674 

FRED RIFE, 
LanarR, Illinois;· 

BETTY VOSS 
227 Truman 
Lanark, .111.inois; · 

LINDA NIEDERS . 
'ir 

.. General Delivery 
:\ \.\ .. Christopher, Illinois; 
! ;, 

~ \ 
\ 

• ! 

I 

91 

North A11tumn) ,. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I 
1· 
I 

SI 44-561 
CHG:sjs 
1 

I 
i. 

The following agencies at Harrisburg, Illinois,: 
were checked with negati~e results concerning pQssible · 
location of MONAN LEE CRAWFORD and DARLENE CRAWFORD,_ 
sister and niece, respec~ively, of WALTER TERRY RIFE 

~-. - _,{~Sf3QC~~-t('3 oL_s.ul.1~-~ct .• JA~IBS EA~L RAY).~ , ~< 

Postmaster 
BILL MELTON, . 
Harrisburg, Illinois; 

, 

Sheriff CLIFTON JONES 
Saline County Shefriff 's Office; 

~ l 

Of~icer PAT ATKlINSON, 
Harrisburg, Illinois, Police Department; 

-

ROY LANE, 
Former trooper, 
Illtnqii Stat~-~Qlic,; 

RAY JOHNSON, 
Operator 

I 

Li t-tle Ray '·s: Bar.:...i3-Que -
. Route 45·; . - · 

VERNA STINSON I 

Saline County Credit Bureau 
··•·.- .. . . . . ,, -·- ... . -

- _o -

· · It is to .be ·not~,l that ·all. of the above persons 
remembered the CRAWFORDS but ':all -advised the CRAWFORDS moved 
away during 19~5 or 1956 and '.\J:iey have ho knowledge of 
forwarding address or the~r present location. 

• 
• 
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On 4-29-68, W'4LTER TERRY RIFF~ was re-interviewed 
at the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, by SA ELYON 

. H. DAVIS and ASAC __ DONALI;> T. SULLIVAN. 

RIFE furnished the-following information: 

RIFE advised that he had had no contact with JAMES 
EARL RAY, FBI #306 443 A, since he last saw RAY in _the 
Federal Penitentiary in jLeavenworth, Kansas, in 1957. 

RIFE advised that the best he could remember 
concerning RAY that RAY !had had close associates or 
relatives at one tiine iq the Al ton, Illinois,- area. He 
stated that he felt that RAY had at one time hung out 
around taverns-owned by 1TERRY TWEET in the Alton area. 

r . 

RIFE advised tli.a t he kne,v that RAY had at one· - I . . . . . . - . . 

time_ close contact with f?om.e fence in Peoria·;· Illinois, 
to whom RAY sold stolen ;items. By this he stated that 
he meant that RAY was a :thief and would.steal anything 

· during the period of time he knew RAY fr-om·'the late. l94CTs 
. until 1955 and. this incJ.'µcled household i te.ms, grou'ps · of 
pt1rglaries of business e

1
s.tablishments and such ~~ke and· 

that RAY would get rid.of hijt items~through a fence iri. 
Peoria. RIFE advised th1at~he · had no idea as to the 
iden~i ty of this fence. ' \ .. 

~ 

I 
.RIFE stated th'a t he (RIFE) had lived in th-e Peoria, 

Illinois, area until 196;7 when RIFE moved to the home of. hi~­
brothe~ LOi'i'NIE RIFE at B~_-ylis; Ill.'inois.· RIFE then in 2..:68 .­
had ·taken over the operaition of the restaurant at the Virginia 
Hote 1 · and had been opera ting this res ta uran t s i,nce that ~ time. 

·I 

RIFE again reiterated that any ·o_f the individuals . 
. who lived or worked-· at .t~e Virginia Hotel. ·could -verify the 
fact that he had been at; the v~rkinii Rote1 for the period 
3~27-68 through 4-4-68. ! He stated also that since·he and 
.his· wife operated the·..:restaurant. fogether and_siilce hie =~"" ................... . 

. r--,.. . . ---· . . ·-· -- -·}--,-- -~,.., ..... ---·-··-··'"" . - - .. , ·- . . ..... -- . . 
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had had a baby.in 2-68, iit had been necessary·for him to \V·ork 
I long hours and-to atso be at home on a regular basj_s to take 

care_ of .-the RIFE 's- threq other children. 
I . • 

He again stated ·that members of the Quincy Police 
Force could verify that RIFE had been in Quincy on a daily 

.·basis inasrnuch as the poiice checked the Virginia Hotel 
.. ev.e:ry_ night .• : . __ • 

RIFE advised· that he would be, avai-lable for inter- • 
~~iew~ by the FBI at anyiti~e and that in the ev~nt that he 
was not working or at h~s home 214 Lynn Street, Quincy, 

· Illinois, SAMUEL EDHA HA.RPER, a Clerk at t)J.e Virginia Hotel, 
would know of his e<-act whereabouts, .and RIFE could be 
re.ached in-a short period of time. 

. ····--. . RIFE advised that he could not remember anyone ... in .. 
the Quincy area who was !close to the subject and could not 
think 9t anyone who miglit have any information concerning 

·RAY. . . 

i 
RIFE advised that he did not feel that MELBA 

--· --:MARIE.RYAN,·· the- sister of the subject, -has had any contact 
-w-ith---RAY- 2:n-d he- certainJ+y is· aware of the fact -tha t MELBA· 
MARIE RYAN has had serious mental problems and that any 
information that .she would furnish could not:be relied on. 

• .. 

I 
I • 

• I 

.i 

I . : . 

' I 

.. ·,-. 
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'. :.~:. 
---- The following: investigation was conducted by SA 'S 

ELYON H. DAVIS AND THOMAS- M. SC.HOENHOFER on 4-J.9-6 8: 

Trooper EARL MC FEETERS, Illinois S.tate Police, 
Hull, Illinois, advised that he has since 3-18-68 seen 
LONNIE RIFE and WALTER :flIFE almost on a: daily. basis •. He 
advised that until recently, WALTER RIFE had lived at the 
home of LONNIE RIFE; hoy1ever, WALTER RIFE is now working 
at the Virginia Hotel ih Quincy, Illinois, operating the 
restaurant in that .Hotel. MCFEETERS advised. that he does 
not believe either RIFE:has made any long trips from the 
Quincy, Illinois, area or has been gone from Quincy, 111.·, 
for any extended period:of time during the past month. 

- I 
I 

On 4-19-68, D~tectives DON CAPPS and HAROLD LAMB-, 
Quincy, Ill., PD, advisyd that they are night detectives for 
that PD. Each advised that as a usual thing on their night 
routines they pass the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second St., 
Quincy, Ill.. They advi$ed t!lat they cannot state for certain 

. on any exact date that WALTER RIFE was at the Virg-inia Hotel; 
however, they have seen:him there practically every night 
operating the restaurani in the Virginia ~otel .. ~ach advised 
that RIFE certainly cou).d not have been gone for any extended 

_per;i"od of time from Quincy without their knowing_ of th.is ~nd · 
that RIFE was certainly '·{lot gone for several days at any .time. 

: • -. 1 : .}- • \_. ' • • • • • • • • ' • •· 

On 4-19~68, MARY,.,'JAN RIFE°, home address 214 Lind 
Street, Quincy• Illinoi::::; ,' wa:{3 interviewed at her place of 
employment, the restaurdnt at the Virginia Hotel, 534 ~orth 

•Se~ond Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised that she is 
married .to WALTER TERRY ,RIFE . and . that her husband has bee·n • . 

. in-·Quincy, Illinois, for every day since F.ebruary, -1968; ··._Sire-
sta te·ct that her husband ;certa"inly was not gone any day f·rom 

• 3-27-68 through ·4-4-68. : She advised that he was· working 
: each day at the restaurant in ,the Virginia Hotel operated 
. _by her husband_. She. vie:wed a photograph of JAMES EARL _RAY, 

·>i_tt: -"' ----~ _ _,,,,. ________ . 
.,. -.:' . 
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FBI # 306 443 A, made on -3-17-60. She advised that she had 
never seen this indivi~ual in her life and had nevei heard 
her husband speak· conce;rning this individual. MARY JAN RIFE 
advised that she has be'en married to WALTER TERRY RIFE since 
1961 and that during that·period of-time JAMES EARL RAY has. 
never contacted him for~ any reason. She advised tliat MELBA 
MARIE RYAN resides at·the Virginia Hotel and·that shor.tly 
before being ·interviewe'd she had learned that MELBA iIARIE 
RYAN was supposed to be:· the sister of the individual charged 

·-.with the shooting .of Iv!ARTIN LUTHER KING. She advised this 
, . I 

was the first time she had ever heard of JAMES EARL RAY and 
did not know that RAY was a brother to MELBA .MARIE·RYAN. 

She also advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN is a mental 
case and has been iri Japksonv ille State Hospital, Jacksonville, 
Illinois, on numerous o~casions. 

On 4-19-68, SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, Desk Clerk, Virginia 
Hotel, 534 North Second'.Street, advised that WALTER TERRY RIFE 
operates the restaurant: in the Hotel. HARPER advi.sed that 

·WALTER TERRY RIFE had been working every day at• -the restaurant 
since 2-68 when he took, over the operation of the restaurant. 
He advised that RIFE's wife had given birth to a child in 

.2-68 and that during the period of time that RIFE's wife was 
.in the hospital, he hadjoperated .the restaurant practically 
without any help and had worked from 15 to 18,hours a day. 
HARPER advised th.?- t RIF~ has not been gone from ·Quincy, Ill.~ 
for any one-day period $~nee taking o~er the operation of, the 

' restaurant. ;,\\ · 
. \ .. 

A photograph 6f ,jAMES. EARL RAY was exhibited to 
HARPER. HARPER advised tha't this individual was unknown to 

I • 
him and stated he had never· seen RAY to his recollection 
during his life. 

HARPER advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN resides at. 
the Virginia Hotel.; howevE;lr, :.he had never heard her men t:i,on 
JAMES EARL RAY and did not know that this· was the brother of 

.MELBA MARIE RYAN until that date. HARPER advised that t!ELBA 
MARIE RYAN had· resided -<:\. t _the-Virginia Hotel since 12-67 and. 
he is certain th~t RAY ~as not visited the Virginia Hotel -
during that. period of· time. _ .,.. · · 

.- .96 -
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On 4-19-68,. attempts were made to intervie.,v MELBA 
MARIE RYAN; however, she was in a hysterical state and it 
was imp6ssible to cdndubt an interview oti that date. she· 
advised that she would be available ·for an interview on 
4.-20-68 .and that she WR$ ,;1illing to consent. to. an in..terv iew. 
with the FBI. She did stated during a short period of time 
an interview ,,,as ·attempjted· to be· conducted that she had rio 
idea as to the whereabouts of her brother JAMES EARL RAY • 

. - . . ... 
. ... ~· ----- -- ·---- .. 

1' 

-• . 

I 
I. 

1. 

.\ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote MAY 1, 1968 

On April 19, :J.968; WALTER ··TERRY RIFE, hon_1e. address 
214 Lind Street, ~uincy, Illinois, was itterviewed at his 
place of business; Virg,inia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, 
Quincy, Illinois. Befo're the interview, RIFE was advised 
of- his rights by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and a Waiver of Rights 
Foriu was read to RIFE. i R1FE advised he would not sign the 
Waiver of Rights Forni· b:ut that he was willing to discuss 
·anything with FBI Agent,s. 

RIFE furnishe 1d the f9llowing information: 

. RIFE advised ,tha t he last saw JAMES EARL RAY, FBI 
#306 ·443 A, in 1957 when WALTER TERRY RIFE was released from 

· the United States Priso'n at Leavenworth, Kansas. 
. . 

RIFE advised: that he had been arrested · in 1955 
with JAMES EARL RAY at Hanni'bal, Missouri, a~d both had been 
charged with the possession _of stolen money orders from. a 
Post Office.· He advised that th~se had been taken from a 
Post Office at Kellerville, Illinois, in a burglary.and that 
he and JAMES EARL RAY h,acl theri traveled throughout the United 
States cashing these postal monej orders. He advised that 
they had traveled to Ner Orleans, Florida, Kansas~City and 
California, cashing the 1 stolen money orders before· being 
arrested at Hanni~al, M1ssouri. 

! . 

Both were then sentenced to the United States 
Penitentiary at. LeavE?nwerth,. Kansas. 

. ~· ! .. :r 

RIFE adv is·ed .'tha t he had seen JAMES .'E;ARL ~AY almost 
on a daily basis. at thei pet)itentiary at Leavenworth from 1955 

. until RIFE was released from the penitentiary in 1957. RIFE 
lat~r· learned that RAY wa~·~oi releised froci the penitentiary 
at Leav~nworth until 19g8. He stated that he had not been in 
contact with RAY since ;tha t da t·e and. had no knowled'ge of RAY 's 
activities other than h~ had heard .tha t RAY was sent·enced to 

_the Misiouri_~tate Peni~enti~ry l~ tbe'early 1960'~. He had 
no ictea as to the charge concerning RAY at th"a t time; howe_ver, 
he thought it was some type of armed ·r6bbery. · 

On 4-19-6.8 1 Quincy,. 111,J.inois· ,,._ SI 44-561 ·-. _______ a ----''----=-"-'---'--------- File g_· ---------"-'-..,__ ___ .:_ 

by. 
SA THOMAS M. SCHOENfiOFER 

· SA ELYON H. DAVIS '; - . · /ras Dote .dictoted 4-2 5-6 8 __ ___,, _ __::....c:,_ ____ _ 

This document c:ontoin~ neither recommendations ~or -~on~lusions of the FB·I. It is the properly of the FBI a_nd is loan·ed to .your ~genc:y: 

hand. its contents are nal to be distributed ou.tside your hgr---·· · 
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money and he knew that during that time that RAY br6~~ i~to 
houses and stole money· or goods he could sell. RAY ~lso 
~ulled stick-ups with a, gun and that RAY committed burglaries 
in which safes were involved. . RIFE advised that he does not 
want to talk about any particular job thit.he might have been 
involved in with RAY •. He stated that-RAY would also roll 
drunks to obtain money and would obtain money any way that 
a thief could obtain mohey. He stated that RAY was a ·roamer 
and a·ldaner and did no~ seem to have any close friends. 

RIFE felt that in the event that JAMES EARL RAY 
ev~r returns to the Quincy, Illinois, area; RAY will.contact 
RIFE. -RIFE stated, however, that he has no knowledge that 
RAY has returned_ to Quincy since 1955 and does not believe 
~AY has returned ta Quincy or he would have known something 
concerning the return of RAY~ 

RIFE advised that he would not hide JAMES EARL RAY 
and would immediately notify the FBI of any information he· 
receives concerning RAY~s whereabouts. 

' 
RIFE advised that he personally knew nothing con­

cerning the shooting of,Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING in Memphis, 
Tennessee and that he most certainly himself vtas not :in the 

· Memphis area during the. period of March. 27, 1968 through 
April 4, 1968. He advised that this could be verified 
from all people connected with the Virginia.Hote1 as well 
as members of ·th~ Po~~c~pepartment of Q~inrii, Illinois. 
He stated that night policemen cruise by his restaurant 
at the Virginia Hotel prac~ically every hour -of each n"iglit 
and that the night detectives and .a·1s0 patrolman LARRY COLLINS 
could verify that he had n~\_ le-ft ·the Quincy, Illinois, area. 

- . . 

RIFE advised that lie knew that JAMES EARL RAY's uncle 
EARL RAY_ had moved to California from the Quincy, Illinois, ·area 
'ten to fifteen years before and that he thought the uncle.had 
died with a h~art attac~. ~e kriew that somewhere he ha~ ~nder­
stood that EARL RAY was ,dead. 

RIFE advised that he could furnish ·no·tnformation 
concerning possible- cont.acts of JAMES EARL RAY. · 

The Harboring :statuie '~as explained to RIFE by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS. . .. 

~ -~ +. 
·. ·~-L 

! . 

' 
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RIFE advised that he first met ·JAMES .EARL RAY around 
1942 when apparently RAY and his family moved to Quin.cy, · Illinois, 
from some small town in,Missouri. He stated that RAY had close 
connections in Quincy arid that.during the.period of time that 
he had known RAY, RAY_had resided with_his Uncle, EARL RAY, in 
Quincy and at the time ne and RAY were arrested in Hannibla, 
Miss6uri, ~AY ~~~ li~ini at the Victor Hotel on'North Siith · · 
Street jn Quinci,• Illinbis. He advised that the Victor Hotel 
has b~ei closed formant years and that he understands the 
operator of the· Victor i:Iotel is now deceased. 

I 
I 

RIFE advised that he had never heard RAY mention his 
father or talk very much concerning his relatives and RIFE 
advised that he did not-i know that MELBA RYAN, who resides. at 
the Virginia Hotel was_RAY's· sister until learning on that 
date that'RAY was charged with the shooting of M1?-RTIN LUTHER 
KING. . . i - . " 

RIFE advised tha.t vihe·n he and RAY were apprehended 
in Hannibal, Missouri, ;they were accompanied by KATHERINE DORIS 
BUSKIRK. He adv.ised that he is certain that RAY had never met 
BUSKIRK until the date c>'f their arrest fn Hannibal. and that he 
(RIFE)_ had picked up BUSKIRK in a tavern in Quincy and took 
her t9 Hannibal on .a· date. He advised that BUSKIRK is pre·­
sently married to WILBUR-CONNORS in Quincy, Illinois. 

. RIFE stated that he reme.mbei;ed distinctly that. BUSKIRK 
and RAY did not know ·eab'n other until he· introduced· them on the 
date the three \Vere arre·sted in Hannibal.· He--stated: that.BUSKIRK 
wis·not actually arr~ste~ ~ut ~is ~eleased and that she had nothing 
to do wi tp. the. passing 9f "the stolen postal money orders •. - . . .... 

' ... 

RIFE advised that he had never visited_ in the "RAY 
~ome in ~uincy, Illinoi~, and had no i~ea as to the:address­
of RAY's people or the number of r~latives that RAY had in 
Quincy. He s.tated that he and RAY as a normal thing,· did· not 
actually run around toi~ther but would me~t each other in· 
taverns .at \'ihich time they would talk and decide - to do some-· 
thing together. . - . - . . · . · . . 

I 
RIFE advil:;ed.that during the pe_riod ·of.time that he 

'had k.nown JAMES EARL RAY, RAY 'had been "a thief". . He stated 
that RAY would do a1:_~~h~ng dur:i,.ng that _period _ of time to make-

I. 

I 
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The followin~ investigation was conducted by SA_ 

ELYON H. DAVIS: I 
i 
I 

On April 23, 11968, MARY JAN RIFE, 214 Lind Street, 
Quincy, Illinois, advis

1
ed she is certain her husband, WALTER 

TERRY RIFE, has no know:ledge of the present activities _or 
whereabouts -of JAMES EA~L RAY. 

I 

I . l . . . . 
She-stated al

1
s0 that .~IELBA :MARIE RYAN, sister of 

RAY; still resides at the Virgiriia Hotel and e~ts almost 
all of,he1~ meals at RIFE's restaurant in the hotel· •. -She 
stated that MELBA MARIE! RYAN has told her _on several 
occasions during t~e lapt three or four days that she has 
no information or kriowl~dge of the ·whereabouts. of JAMES 
EARL RAY. I 

I 
•· i . . 

She advised that MELBA ~MI.RIE RYAN ha,s pe.en highly_ 
emotional during the-pa~t few days and she felt that this 
was due to numerous rep;orters attempting to interview MELBA 
MARIE RYAN. ! 

I ' I . 

She advised. tpat_MELBA :MARIE RYAN is a mental case 
. and no reliance can be p~aced on an~ statement made by MELBA 

RYAN-;-
I. 
I 
I 
I . I -

.::,_.: _;,-

. I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

-; 101 - - , .. 
·1 

I 

.. _ ·.: 1-
-t ; ' . 

.. j' 
' ! . 

i . f 

• 
.• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561' 
EHD:ras 
1 

' ' . ' 
The following investigation was conducted by SA 

. ELYON H. DAVIS: I 

On April 23, '. 19.68, WALTER TERRY RIFE, 214 Lind 
street, was reintervie~ed at his place of business, the 
yirginia Hotel Resta~r~~t, Quincy, Illinois •. 

-RiFE advised ithat once when he was-fingerprinted 
_after his arrest oti a ~ossession of st~len postal money 

· orders with JAMES · EARL 1n_AY in 1955, he was booked under 
the naine of VERNON EL.Md RIFE. He stated that VERN.ON ELMO 
RI.FE has never been an \associate of J.ll~MES EARL RAY and has 
never been in jail witti RAY and this is the reason records 
in Missouri would show ~AY was arrested with VERNON ELMO 

. RIFE instead of WALTER 1TERRY RIFE. 

. . RIFE advised \tha t when he and JAMES EAR~ RAY were 
passing the stolen mone~ orders throughout the United States 
after their arrest in H~nnibal, Missouri, they claimed they 
had purchased these mon:ey orders from a wino nl3,med WILLARD 
J. MC BRIDE. He advise;d, that this information is not correct 
and they did not purchase the money orders from any WILLARD · 
j. MC BRIDE-. He adv ise'd tha_t he has never known a WILLARD 
_Jo MC BRIDE and that h.e! and RAY obtained· the money orders 
in Adams County, Illinois. He said that the.Post Office 
at Kellerville, Illinoi~, is located in Adams County, Illinois, 
~nd that he did not -int~nd · to admit to any burglai·y but that 
neither RAY nor R:IFE ·9b~ained the money orders outside of' 
.~dams County. · · 

1

1 
·• •• .,,._~ • • - • • • • • • • • • • • • 

··, ' *. 
. I .:, ,.,.' . 

RIFE adv:i,sed ~ha~t\.d.ur-ing the period of time that he 
and RAY were passing th~ .mon'ey orders, they traveled extensively 
throughout the.United States to towns in Florida, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, St. Louis, M~ssouri, Kansas City, Missouri, across 
the U:pi ted States to California and back to the Quincy, . I_llinois, 

. ·Hannibal, Missouri, are~, where_ they ,vere arre::;ited. _He stated·· 
that _there was no particular place that RAY seem.ed fond of ~ 

·during-that trip more than anywhere else ahd_·that they traveled 
from town to town on a $pur _of the moment deal and no plan 
or scheme -was involyed in their_ travels. -~-----·--·--·-

1 '. 
i 
I . 
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He advise~ th~t during these travels he and RAY did 
not contact anyone named COIN and did not contact anyone-to 
his knowledge, in New Oileans, Louisiana. 

. ! . 
I . 

He advised thit they did contact a COHEN in Kansas 
City, Missouri, and sol~ COHEN some of th~ money orders. 
RIFE was not certain as Ito the description of COHEN but thought 
that he wo_uld now be an !old man_. RIFE personally did not know 
COHEN or ·anything concertning his whereabouts or activities. 
He stated that COHEN wa~ a man that the~ contacted in a tavern 
and sold him some of th~· stolen money orders. : He stated that 
they contact COHEN by jtist asking questions in taverns as to 

. I . who woultl by money orde~s. · .-

RIFE advised that he- knew that JAMES EARL RAY d'is.- · 
· liked Negroes imriiensety· [; .however, he· had no. idea as to the 
.reason why. He advised :tha t he had never known any incident 
involving RAY and Negroes. 
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I 
i 
I 

The following·i~vestigation was conducted 
H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois. 

I 
. i 

by 

. WALTER, TERRY RIFE, opera tor, Virginia Res ta ura nt, 
, I . ' 

Virginia Hotel, 534 North1Second Street, Quincy, Illinois, 
·. was recontacted on April 1o, 1968, l\fay 3, ],968, May 10, 
~968, and May 13, ~968, a*d on each date advised that he 
could furnish no addit~on~l infotmation concerning JAMES 
EARL RAY. He also advise1 on tho:;,e dates that definitely 
JAMES EARL RAY ha:s not con.tacte.d MELBA MARIE RYAN at the 

I 

Virginia Hotel. ! 

SAMUEL EDWARD lli}.RPER, desk clerk, Virginia Hotel, 
534 North Second Street, Quincy_,_ Il l.inois,. was .. recontacted 

-·by SA ELYON:H·. DAVIS on.A1h·il ·25:, .1968, Aprll 3~0,.1968·, .. 
·May 3, 1968, and May 9, 1~68, and on each date advised that 
he could furnish no additional information concernin~ 
JAMES EARL RAY. On each c1a te, he advised that MELBA. MARIE 

. RYANi :RAY' s· 'sister,. stl-11" lfesidic/s· i:{t- 'the' Vfrg'infil I-iofel _ : 
and that the rest~urant of the Virginia Hotel is operated 
by WALTER TERRY R !FE. I ; . 

! 

On May 3, 1968 find·:May.9, 1968, AR'l' CONNORS-whose 
wife owns the Virginia Hoiel, 534 North Second Street, 
Qriincy, Illinois, was rec~ntacted on each date and idvised 
that he had no informatio~ concerning the wh~reabouts or 
activities of JAMES EARL E!Y not previously furnished. . I . 

. On May 9, 1968,:A:RT~.CONNORS, Virginia Hotel,·;-·. 
Quincy, _Illinois, adVise~lth,t to_hi~knowledge, no tele~ 
phone calls have b_een cha~ged\to the Virgj_nia Hotel th2t 
were made by MELBA MARIE RYAN.·· He advised the t he remembers 
his wife placing a call of else accepting a telephone call 
in Apr ii,· 1_967 f-rom his· sort Sergeant ART:m.JR A. CONNORS, JR • 

. . ·who is stationed in New JJrsey and: was coming -home to v;i.si t 
his parents before being ;transferred to Vietnam.. CONNORS 
-advised that h;i.s son Serg~a nt ARTHUR A. CONNORS, JR. was 
presently at the CONNORS q.ome, Rural Route 5, Qui.ncy, Ill-
inois. t·· . 

I 
! 

. On May 9, 1968 ,· ! Sergea n1:: .... ARTI-IDR A. CONNORS, JR~ 
Rural Route 5, Quincy, Il],inois,~ advised SA, ELYON H. DAVIS 
that he placed a collect ~elephone-call to the Virginia 
Hotel from. Long Branclr;.:New J.ersey on April 9, 1968 .•. He 

; l -
' I 

I 

I 
I 
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advised that this was of~ personal nature to his mother 
concerning his transfer tb Vietnam. 

I 
I 

· Sergeant CONNOR$ advised that the mime JAMES 
EARL RAY j_s completely un;(amiliar to h:Lm and that he could 

·not recognize any photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as anyone 
he had ever seen.. 1 

- -

i 
i . 

f 
I 
I 

I 

.J 
1 
I . 

! 
. : 
I: 
I 
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The following ~nvestigation was conducted by 
SA EDWARD A. CARPENTER, at the Menard Brancu, Illinois 
State Penitentiary, on A~ril 26, 1968: 

A record was located for JOSEPH ELMER_ AUSTIN 
who has FBI #821733 whose date of birth is , 
and who originally was received at the 111ena~r-d~B_r_a_n_c_u-,-~ 
on December 21, 1925, and! he remained at the penitentiary 
until July 22-, 1949, · when he was ·released and was returned 
·to the penitentiary on De'cember 22, 1950 J where he 
remained until April 8, 1;954, _ when he was released on 
parole and again returne~ to· the penitentiary on February 8, 
1955, where he remained until April 27, 1956, when he was 
again released on parole and then returned to the penitentiary 

• I 

on September 17, 1957, wh'ere he remained until M_ay 7, 1959, 
when he was again released·on parole until September·23, · 
1959, when he was returned until his ultimate discharge 
on February 23, 1965. ! 

According to penitentiary records, AUSTIN when 
he was dismissed from Men~rdwent to St. Leonard-!s House 
located at 2100 West Warren Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 
and he received a final parole on discharge on July 11, 
1967, through the Parole Office located at 160 North LaSalle, 
Chicago, Il;I.inois·. i 

According to the records, AUSTIN at one·time, 
was transferred t·o the.st~:te penitentiary at Joliet, 
from August 2, 1934, unti~ _August 15, 1936, when he was_ 
returned from· Menard. Acc·oro.ing to the records, AUSTIN · 
used the names JAMES FREEt,EYt SHARKEY AUSTIN and BLACKEY. 

' \ \. . 

AUSTIN was orig~nallyreceived on a 25-year 
sentence· for murder and a 10 to life ·sentence for armed 
robbery f i;-om Morgan ~ii:?,Jl:nty, · Illinois. According to. the 
records, AUSTIN has atiiephew _by the name of RALPH whose 
full name is RALPH TANNEHILL, 1432 - 4th Street, Madison, ·. 
Jllinois, a niece, Mrs __ Q JOE REESE, 316 North Hoosier, · 
Brazil, Indiana; a brother, CHARLES, residing in:Waverly, 
Illinois; a brother, BERT, residing in Springfield, I_llinoi_s. 
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AUSTIN is despribed as: 
! 

Race 
Sex 
DOB 

White 
Male 
I I 

Height 5' ·10½" 
Weight. 129/ pounds 
Eyes Blue 
Co~plexipn Dark 
Hair Gray 
Occupation Farmer 

Has' cut scar on 
cen~e~ of forehead 

A re~iew of ~ls coriespondence file-reflects 
~correspondence with· l\Irs. DOROTHY SEYMOUR, at Franklin, 
"Illinois, a sister;· · · · 

ROBERT REED,~ case worker from St. Leenard 
House. 2100 W~rren Avenue, Chicago, ·Illinois; 

Father DOUGLA$ ·WOLFE, 
St. Leonards House,· 

I 

Attorney J. EDWARD JOr-.1ES 
1432 West Harrison Street, 
Chicago, Illil)l..qis; 

A~ Ao Farris. Go~pany·,··rnc. 
122 West Linc6ln,- 1A venue -· 
Goshen ·Indiana \. 
. I : _. \ . 

St. Ant~ony's Xnn;IncQ 
29 South ~asa~le Street, 
Chicago, Illitjoi~ . 

. i 
. Mr. GJP--ARD LET'FMAN 

Warren· Clinic · 
2449 ·West Wasliington B_oulevard; . 
Chicago, · 11-liriois · 

;.. 

- .l. r· 
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l\ir • and Mrs o MYRICK 
Caseyville Nurping Home 
Caseyville, Illinois;. 

i 
A. BG ROBERTSON 
2011 Road Stre~t, 

· ·11adison; J'.1lin'ois 
' - -~---. •· ,- · .. 

I 

Waukegan Rescu:e Mission 
Waul~egan, I1,li:nois 

Friend . _ WILLIE :MAE MORGAN 
Waverly, J;lliriois; 

i 
MYiiTLE .. COOK . 
Acme Hotel 1 

St. Louis, Mis:souri . 

Cousin GERTRUDE WALLING 
904 Lind Stre~t, 
Quincy, Illinois . 

' 
No other info1tmatiori of value noted in· file. 

frii AUSTINo - : 
'' 

. . I . 
;t: I :;.,, • 

,· '. 

·• 

I 
-·" ,'; ' --· '·-,--. :--...... , ......... ~-- ----·-··-·--'-'----,--:-
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. On .May 9, _ 1968 ,.; AUSTIN' s brqther, CHARLES, was. 
located and interviewed at Waverly, Illinois and advised he 
was in receipt of a letter, dated May 7, 1968, from. AUSTIN 
with a return address of ~023 Warren Boulevard, Chicago, 
Illinois. CHARLES AUSTIN was not sure if his brother 
was employed or not. 

CHARLES AUSTIN was interviewed re subject RAY and 
shown photographs of RAY but advised he was not·acquainted 
with the subject nor had he ever heard his brother mention 
the subjecto 

:.:.t 
1

· -'r 

• 

'' I 
' .. ·:· 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELY0N D. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinoi;:;, on May 10 7 1968: 

I 

GERTRUDE WALLI:NG ~ 1120 College Street, Quincy,· 
Illinois, advised that s:he. formerly resided at ·904 Lind 
.Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised t~at when ~he 
lived on Lind Street she occ~sionally rented rooms in 
her home and sometime a~ound 1956 she rented·a room ~o 
JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN. Sh:e advised that she remembered 
AUSTIN'S date of birth to be 1898 inasmuch as her year 
of birth was the same an:d that was the only person 

. she had ever lived in a house with who was born the 
same year as her. She stated that AUSTIN when he came 
to Quincy, Illinois, ca~e to Quindy through some 
contact with a Catholic priest in either Quincy or 
Chicagoo She advised that AUSTIN had been in the 
Illinois State Penitentiary and, came to Quincy tn an 
effort to obtain a job a:nd that apparently· this unkno\1Z1 
Catholic priest had obta:ined 11JSTIN a job in Quincy.· 
However, AUSTIN lived a~ her home less than one mdnth 
when he left and ·she he~rd shortly thereafter that he 
had been arrested and w~s returned to prison. She stated 
that she could not rem~mber the ~ame of the to~n in which 
hE:! was arrested a_nd h~s:l ;n~qt · seen AUSTIN since 19 56. · She· 
stated as far as she kne.w·AUSTIN did not have any relatives. 
or associates in Quincy,: Illino.i's, and. that AU$TIN was not · 
reia ted to her. He siniply 1,i ved in -her home ·for. a period 
of less than one month and 'tha t -was as. a border. 

; ~ . 

" 
.She advised that she did not. know JAMES EARL RAY 

and had never known AUSTIN to speak. c6ncerning RAY under 
RAY'S :~rue name or known 9-liases.~= 

': ; 

\: '-,:, 

s·i1e stated tha;t she is ·certain JOSEPH EL~IER AUSTIN 
was no~ a Quincy reside~t and ~h~t·he knew nothtni conbetning­
Quincy at the time he mo'ved to Quincy. 

· · · · · · · -. Photographs of>~Al\IES EARL R..t\Y we·r·e· ex.hi bi ted ·to--~--·.~~ 
-·--GERTRUDE WALLING and she: advised"':tha t she hPJj,\Rf1$.Il.l-e~:$)=!_~xED~. . .. _ 

this,indi:vidual befor~. ! · ·-·---·-·-·--"--·---··• ... •·--· 
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On :May 10, 1968, ELIZABETH ROTH, Credit Bureau 
of Quincy, Inc., 528 No~th Fifth Stteet, advised that her 
file contains very litt~e information concerning JOSEPH 
ELMER AUSTIN other than a newspaper Clipping Which showed 

· that JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, age 59; had been ar·r~sted on· 
August 4, 19 57, i·n Robertson County, Tennessee, with 

. JOHN GEWIN SCROGGINS, age 38, and a DORRIS CALVIN .MEACHAM 
· of Elkton, Kentucky. T}ie three .had been arrested for the 
alleged kidnapping of a :Gutb~te, Kentucky, motel clerk 
and had allegedly talrnn. 1him across the state line into 
Robertson County, Tennessee, where they robbed him of 
$139.00 and set him.fre~. The trio was stopped for 
speeding near Ashland City, Tennessee, and the $139.00 

'believed stolen from the Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk 
was found scattered alorig the highway near the scene of· 

·arrest. 

AUSTIN was the1n committed to - the Central State 
Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee, after. Goverrniient 
attorneys said they believed he ~ight not be mentally 
capable of advising wit~ council. 

' I . . . . 
. The article showed that AUSTIN came to Quincy, 

Illinois, in April, 1956', and previous to that h~ had 
been sent back to prison: three times for v_iola tion. of. 
parole and had.spent three months in a tuberculosis 
~ani tarium in Jacksonv·i 1:1.e, Illinois. . . . ' :. :< ···-.,. . .• . 

,'J'·1" . 
' . i \. 

\ 
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On April 25, 1968, investigation at Springfield, 
Illinois, revealed MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, also known 
as Bucky, FBI #548 312 B ,! white male, dob 

~------~ 

at Quincy, Illinois, was 'the individual to whom a Hannibal, 
Missouri, policeman sold :a car from RAY and forwarded the 

. proceeds to. · Checks at Menard State Prison, Menard, 
-Illinois revealed_BATCHE~ER was transferred to Joliet 
Brancy, Illinois State P1nitentiary on September 7, 19660 

ll.4 -
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