
• 
PAGE Tw'O \ 

I 

S LNGLASSES IN SHORT SLEEVE SHIRT DID NOT RESEMBLE THE MAN HE MET IN 

NEW ORLEANS. HE ADVISED THE PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY IN A BUSINESS sun: 

RESEMBLED THE MAN- HE MET_ IN NEW ORLEANS. 

I 

DURING THE ENTIRE INTER VI Ev-J OF RUSSELL, HE APPEARED VAGUE, 

' 
RAMBLING, INDECISIVE, INCOMPLE!E, AND WHEN A,SKED TO REPEAT VARIED HIS 

STORY SUFFICIENTLY SO _AS TO WARRANT 1SKEPTICISM AS TO THE HONESTY 

AND ACCURAGY OF HIS STATEMENTS. 

'sAN F~~NCisco CONTEMPLATES REINTERVIEiv OF Russ~LL AFTER INFORMA-
1 

( ' 

TION IS RECEIVED FROM OTHER OFF'ICES WHICH WOULD, PERMIT 'THE INTER-. ' 

VIEWING, AGENTS TO HAVE SOME AWAREi'\JESS OF' HIS CREDIBILITY• 

. THE I DENT DIVISION 1 S REQUESTED TO F'URN I SH SAi\J FRAl\lCI SCO 
I 

WITH'A CURRENT IDENT RECORD.FOR RUSSELL•· 

NEW YORK, NEWARK, AND PHILADELPHIA ARE REQUESTED TO FURNISH 
I ' 

'r HIS OFF! CE WI TH AN¥ IN FORMATION~ THEY HAVE WHICH WOULD PERMIT THIS 
' ' 

0 FFICE· TO MAKE A DETERMINATION OF RUSSELL'S RELIABILITY AND CREDI-

8 ILI TY• 

SUTEL. 

JAMES EARL RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED Ai"Jp DAN GERO US. 

END 

JAG 1
· 

FBI BIRMGH,AM 

',@ 
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Mro. -·imBER statoa. it was possible that some pr all 
of the sponsors may have students·listcd alphabetically or 
poss.ibly on. mailing ·1.ist.· and. that sponsoi:·s wou+a have additional 
bacl~ground ,inj~ormation cont~e·rntng Bach student other than . 
h:l,s napie which ls submi ttcd ,to international offi{!O. 

In vtcw of' t.he above;:UACB.,·reGo:r.ds of internat:ional 
o.ff:Lce will not be . reviewed. 

Armed. and Dangerous 

'.,'' 

·,, .. 

2 -
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64). • 
FBI 

Date: 6/4/68 · 

Transmit the following in ---------------'-'-_· ________ _, 
(Type iri plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R_TE_L_· __ AIRMAIL 
(Priority) I 

-- ------------------------~---------· ----------L-------

TO: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44:--1740) 
. ' 

FROM: SAC, -MOBILE (15·7_:.-2627) -(P) 

RE: .MURKIN· · 
CR 
(00: ME) 

Re New-Orleans airtel .to Mobile 5/31/68 with a 
lead for Mobile ·at 'Jlls.caloosa, Alabama ... 

The Birmingham Office, which received copies of 
referenced airtel, should handle.this investigation as 
Tuscaloosa is located i:h the Birmingham territory. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS . 

. ·@- Birmingham 
· 2 - Memphis ( 44-i987) 

1 - New Orleans (airmail) (Info.)°. 
2 - Mobile· 
JTB:mb 
(T) 

fjl-/7b/tJ -/f~ 
SEARCHED _ _.NDEXED __ ...;,----
SER A /",,.;,,. I LJZED _____ FILED _~----

J LJN 51968 
,,.--., 

. FBI - BIRMINGHAM 

11111 di j\, . 
Approved: ----+if)!_;r.,_.,.1---=--,.'I..:::..~----

-Special A~4rf Charge 

Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 
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' ... · I,•,' •',, ' '' 
0 0 T • 

.. ,,,.,' 

,._·,".:·..:-.. -... 6/4/68 . " : 
.. ·,. ,·. ' '• ' :- .. ,.. ' ' 

' ,1· 

. . . . . ' ' .~· -:' ·.' : , 

J\"I..~;EL- : .·. ·, : . >;' , .... .t 
:' :. :.· ··:· _1. 

.,' - , . 

, ,, .. 

. ;. . . ,,, . ,, . 
. ' 

J.tQR..Ull 
".' . 

,!', 

.... . . •.· 

. ·. .,, , ', ' .. 

· __ : : . ·· :_. ~ Re: .iit~auk:e~ ·a~t-~l 'to·:_ fairt~. ~1ttl _· ~tel'e$t~d. ·Qtt:ia~e 
-dated 5/28/~~- · .. __ · i .. • •• •. •• ·_.,, . _ • • • .... • _. • • · . . . 

, ' 

A,ci~~e$~ . " . 

. : · · DOB., . \' ' .. . 
POB · CO.ntilfa.ut,,.. 0.Q,to . · . ' 
Wii'e · . : : KA~t .. -· ' . .' · 

. C!l:l.ld:ren - . :_:- . ·,. o,,nii. ? · ·. : .. :-. ... :, ..... , 
. '' ., ' '. . ' . ' . 

No,xn.i.l:tta..fy service li:at:e,a.~·· _: ' 
·'' ', . . . . 

" . . . ·: . ' . . . 

-.. z(js_. HALE advised the~ ;Cec~{la. ft,U'the~ retl;1~ct~d , '.• 
. ~hat ·nos.s WESLJ.t?: •· s~s was 1J@t-- -an, i$p_pointt11~t · tin«· :rep9l't 
notice .fl'on>. the. Clevelp..,ad office. t◊ bis cu-r.rentt addrea.:s ltn-
1.Ake Wales,.· Florida . .,. ¢.n.· 3/18/68 _requ~~ting--hfm tq:. l'epo~ tq 

. ,th~ Wila9n.-:Ltne Ship Ed'war,d ~~ K~(t:t"i<!lt. on <V3e/68.·_,. . · 
. '• t 

0 • 

•I., .• 

' ' 

.. , - : '.LIil ,. I '.,76 

·' 

. ' r . . 

SEPiRCHED--~ -"JNDEXEP-"::-:-·: - _. 
SERIALIZED ~_2fl~ED --•~-,.. -:'~;•;· 

:_ .·- · ',\,H,l. · ~-:19 .· ' . 
IC • 

. ,· , . 
... , . 

'· 
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. :,·, 
.... -._'.-• .. . ~· ::--

' ' 

,, t ; ·.-.·' ..• "' 
.· .' ' 

.. -.; . ' " . ,·· . 
. · .. 
'" ' ',, 

· .. '.. ' , . 

., ' . ,- '.;,,• ' 

'. ,, 

• I" • • ~ • 

. ·, ·. · -- ,~~s · :,r.,r":r-w. ~:ii"'"iiH~..t.i .:.1,,:t,,,:,,., .... t-:!· w -~~~~ 1,;,e.:~; ,,,,,/;;,-:,_,i\, · · ' :~i.~." a ,_;i'."~~4-:I'; ~ .Y _ U ~Joi. ~;...♦ .-4' ~~~1f~1t""' ,il-tl ,.,,-., :i!.;~~4-il 

-C.!$!.PlQ¥~d bj" :~ht, Nli~-0.9' l:l.ct~i'1¢_ . Bb14)p1r.,g r~ti1eoi3/7'/fjS . ~it! )1~, . 
pas . h~en on tlie -~'€il'tl ~ •-· K~?t-l~k._ ~.1.n¢~ _ l.95},. Shf; e.d;vi.t\ed 

·: -that ltU.,: .S:,~! tiQ~ -e:.b~~:i~. -o:n,.tp· · i& -:eJ.ld -ba~ . been. -IJhi~~ _ c~ ... 
. -:sn.e -e;~~l;Hi ·tb..tii~ ~eoti1s ~at:1.e.e.t-- ll,iie w~-rtA·._1,r·-111t~(i flfli 
:-~"tc~U~nt1_. $-Q~:tet~ .. -a~e::q.en$ i· --tie~nfJat\J,ity ·:e~e,lle.n1'. 
• .• • ,I ' 

.·. Mrs, •. 5/1:LB ~t~t-G~ th~$- It • .- ir:w. s~-JS-·ll~S on·-~. l~y6ti 
· · .s.tAtn, ti~ t-i/10/f!lt •Ui\t1l h~: wa$ r~tl?ll~tl on. 3/1$/68 .. _ . ·Sh,e _ -
~,d/fia,wd tlla-\\ l:fett(U.'G~~ ;t':¢t;!;~(:t:t 'th,a,t· bt~ l"~Po;;:-:te..tl-_ tQ: thi- Etlw~~d s. ·. 
'tw4artr:;t.elt .'a.~ M:tl.we.Q?.:e:f;p,, Wise;(l~;:d,1'1. -0~- 3/3~/()8... Sh~ ad"'i,fi~d tM.-t 
:this ts· ,t,h~; ,· tow~ WJlU-l.'"0 :p~* . vl ~ , SWi;'.f.tt{S httd l?t}¢eiveil btt! ·10.~"'0f'f. 
~tie;e, :op. Uliv/51. - Site ~tata~. t.liit th.¢ ,:ffidwc-~a. s.,· ~~M>:i{!k _ . 

,··,$~::i,,.led tt"0.1'} ~iil:~~~~j6.',·'W:le(}-dti:~~,- .(),n.,· ~~llY'~ -lt/1 4J. t~e· ;pc •. ~.;:! - . 
. · · ;$1'.d ~U;:$· :.firp;'f; -{}~lf·t: ~f . ~~l;l ~:wlle Stns.~h Q!ticag~.,,- ·.U;lhl~i{l ~- · · '12--¢'Q®i,;l, . 

;PQ.~t: of.- ~81-~. $:ilv~~ · a~v;j ?-U.Qn.~.r:to1~n ,._ ·to ,p!ek. up Ol.'~- -af\ .. <l. ~en - . · 
· it ~4turned ;;o. -il~:v~lf.ma,. .· _. · _. -. · . . · · 

· · ·. _: _-. - · 1'ti 1~ ~g.:ttii: th~t ·:~otlri!~- ~t 1l1~C¢l .W;Y?ine· frdile~ ·. ·, 
to · ~~tl-¢¢_t; · wne,.r:e-~bouJtri · bt- -Ress w~~~ ·s~s :f'9W. ·tb~ ~~-lt · -' 1 

pa:1rt; . ·Qt M~1t~.ti (l~ ,-l"¢tJu.e.sted in.- •~b~~ ..... r4t:!?;i--~n-C.t$:d. -a,~,t.e.1 $_00: 
vtiJ.J~~on Itne -l~~ida ~a:ntain, ·no: : int"~11ti't!<>t)/ ar.t to th~- ·wb;sxeal1oou-s 
~~- -activities . ~,t· . S~'JEli'S tram. the: t:~, ·~fir h~ ~J:'Pf~ on . . -,. -
l-1./io/6~( mitU he· ie.t.~~ltd: aho!t~tl '-~ht;p pn ·_j/3Q/66:f- . - . - · . . ·_ 

' . . ' '· . . . 

' ': ., ,, . 

,•, ... 

. 'l 

:.,' .:2:_ ... ,:_·;. ,: . 
,, . ' 

.,· 
•. •:· . 

. • ' - • ',1 

. ' . . . . 
, .,''.,, I 

... ,'·· 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • 
FBI 

Date: 6/!4./68 

Transmit the following in -----------,------:--:-----------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R_,T_E_L ___ _ AIR MAIL 
I (Priority) 

------·------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: 1 , -~ DIRECTOR, FBI (4l+- 3886 l) 
I ',,,:, 

FROM~.1f )J SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574.)(P) 
\JV--~-<" 

SUBJECT': \ :MURK IN 

Re Birmingham airtel to Director 5/8/68 and Los 
Angeles airtels to Director 5/16/68 and 5/22/68. 

Established sources at General Telephone Company, 
Santa Monica, California, and Pacific Telephone Company, Los 
Angeles, have idvised that they are unable to locate any record 
of telephone calls made to Auckland, New Zealand, from San 
Bernardino, California, in March 1968 and from Santa Barbara, 
Califor~ia, in April 1968, as reported in Auckland, New Zealand, 
press. 

General Telephone source checked all calls to 
Auckland from Santa Barbara and San Bernardino during March 
and April 1968, however, was unable to locate record of 
instant call~ · 

Pacific Telephone source advised that without 
billed telephone number it is impossible to check overseas 
calls. 

No further action being taken on Auckland calls by 
Los Angeles. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

3 - Bureau (AM) 
2 - Memphis (1.~/-1--1987) ( A.M) 

G) - Birmingham U+L~-1 ?L~O) (AM) 
2 - Los Angeles 
RKS :CM 
( 8) 

_!/_/-/- I 7 L/ (} - _ I 'f ,;z.~ 
l ; · ,::Hrn · INDEXE 
( -; 'ilALIZEDVffe FILED---
; 

\ JUN 519E/· 
~RMINGH1•·~ 

Approved: --''-----------­
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ______ M Per _· ______ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
FBI 

Date: 6/3/68 

Transmit the following in -----------==----:------:--:----------:----1 
(Type in plai_ntext or code) 

AIRTEL Via ________ _ AIRMAIL - REGISTERED 
, (Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC'.! SAN FRANCISCO (173-65). 

MURKIN 

00: MEMPHIS 

RE: BRUCE IRWIN GOVERN, AKA 
BRUCE ERWIN GOVERN, 
LAWRENCE MATTHEW TIMMONS 

Sergeant ANDREW GRIMES, Fairfax, California Po.lice 
Department, advised. that BRUCE IRWIN GOVERN, age 23~ and THOMAS 
RAYMOND ELLIS, age ·1s, were arrested on May 19~ 1968, in a stolen 
Volkswagen. Sergeant GRIMES advised after the arrest, _GOVERN was 
searched. GRIMES stated a hand-printed document consisting of four 
pages was found among GOVERN's personal effects and when it was 
read, noted it referred to Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. GRIMES said 
the letter was rambling and did not make much sense but did contain 
telephone numbers which might possibly relate to this case. 

Sergeant GRIMES furnished this four-page document which 
actually cqnsists of two sheets of paper with hand-printing on both 
sides. This letter will comprise the next four pages of this airtel • 

. ~tr 
Bureau (RM) \ / 
A~lanta .(44-2386)(AM)_(RM) ~,1, . 
Birmingham (AM)(RM) . 'l' 

- Memphis (44-1987) J 
3 - San Francisco · AIJJ ,....,,, 

c2 - 113-65) / II ,vr 
(1 - 25-67044)' 'lf/' IV].,,,~ 

MTG/sms #11 ~A/J /~ 
( 12) / yv p;,,,v .•. _ . ./ 

l)V-' i . / 

. :, 

SEARCHED~INDEXED __ _ 
SERIALIZE~ __ flLED __ _ 

JUN 51968· 
FBI - BIRMINGHAM 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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/ f ( f5 Frn1 q -t Ell q IR Ls -NH k Ed -i/A, v ER c CF/ T- d!ff4ZI:J:) ~ _ .J 
[ W I th () }._ , v IS o , L- s n , le - J. .s p . . . · . • _ · · . • ii 

· f Vo~ . . · 

'. SRllc1::.- C!,r-iLL T0 ony~ ~£f:.f-Cr;Ll11J/ To. lr'Er-lQ,: -!ILL 
.·: }.Jl(/1fsERS-7hE. ONES yo1,.,1 D,01i)TRE!iC✓h 10Dny-/?c . -:5~~ 'i!__,A ~A-~ {N Th£ M~~N!Nf BE~-'2E.»,lz:_ . 

· '.· V tSi! HE J ! - f3cXT IR/ lrLL To Oll'jj ~ C~Ll :rhi bJ"Jow 

~-,-· 4 "1/- / 'J()J - f.-}El I· II 7,,, , 1,,,,...-, . J
O tt' ·-··• ,,, /"!L"L" . / , o( o< lt::' o-. - . . J...0 J /(..(,1. {.,v v~ , ClJ11. f. / 0 '--' I"/ 

. ;. 1-!E 1)/0UL[J /../KE To kJJoVJ D~ yal I, ME fl f!, /1,; 30. oC. . 

! Fo~ gY-l l~ f ( y ES') , s 11- ttJ qoo o _ ,~01.Jd r Tio1J (: .·Ya1.,u h L.tc:l~ _. 

: f1.R£ you As f(" 1/Jy > ( f 0-5" - /sOJ ~rh tl,V k. )00 ~NY_~ Ro _ 

\ \J..)iLL CnLL Ydu Tof?tJi-holU·~ ~rff[{J/fk~~~ 
I Th A #) r- y C Lt 1.1_ . , . .- ~ . . . . .. 

.,· .. • . 

. ' 
i 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



:., ~ .. ':: . ' . .. - -.· < '. ,,.i· :\•;) L. ::_ .. ·•···· . . . . ' 

... ' .-· .:.~ -.-. -~ ,.: .,.. .. '. ·---- ... 
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·•~-- ·.: .· .· ... : , -.. 

• <. : • J •· . • :}}si : : •, /; •· C N. ' ••• 

·.· :r >.C;iE:L;TT~;-~-r·~ON~Z:1::.;'y,,~/i sL·frwi0 P)C-~ .;;·//. '~T ~-
·: . ; .· •·: . ' . . I /(!;.,p,_•,c:- <.-/1;,;/.'r./1 .. - . . . .... /, f'-1 I';/ <: .2... . 

,.· .. · ., :, ·, \-,:: /J Rcs·7 11) fl; 11e..e. l~t./JLL c R LL, /Ol-1 r3 fl ~h IN 1r HoCIA ·:-- f'IY · 

. ::·;: : ·:-_::·_i7 .. \: i- 'fRie-1 .. p i(G{...~·C!i_JJ_q~r -rt1? qu;.J~.Th.£,OTliE/2 Ot./E,_Th;q/t,v1q.p . 

:·· _. . -· . '. · · __ ':'.· -l,\ .re ,.qJ n- lIZ TTC ci · -rh;4T' _WAS ~ ~-1.iT To_ G nL 7J c cL,:, E R1.;1;., / 

_... ...... . . ·. ·: J -f-h 1? C 0~ Sp t ~ ~.y--T'1 E d E TrrLs, {iL::.'.:) tJJh £ f? E /-IE <!11/J 

· · ·,.;·RE- ioc.FtT,:;;d- 6ThEl8. PERSe,r..·J.-- ~ · . :P -· · 

.. . .... . . . . Yes -You p ' 0 q &T 1 h e 1-e rr Ee ,ee:...u. /).1.,d. /4w. ,t;; .J,,,,,,,,) . 
,; DIP yoiA UIJ@i5RSlr11./D his i..Ef(£"f2~ ~/..JM/._ P!P ycc, _RL:.7

1» 
H-/S U./i FE .r l..E 7TER.. . ': - . . . 

.. /-II:' Si'! I /0 F1( ouT To hCRE - ® u,/1 Tivt}o r 1/c.·tt,Z .. 
. C!.,L6JeT-TRL-1J'UD i+10..r_, cJ,c<! k Ill-' T6. 7),c t/1Lt To,1..,> · . 
'. .J-loTEL- of< Fr-11RH01-Tilo!E:L -o~ Hc,L11Jn1 /A././,i 1-tc(E/_, ·. · _ 

1 : tA-K}= ;:;- CA-b To Tt1E Few R-SE..1~3 - l?ESfliP.Ai-:7Js -. 

· • o I{ G&nf.T !lJ! E • <Jl, 11.111 7o ;,~ / SE Th El? E , AT -I 
•·. • C,:30-qcTo lk bilR-112 MECI yoll TIJF/2C; L 
: .. :: .·oR 4ff, /'F ,,_/S ci.-cS'E:;_ qa T6 (hei·12111L P11L11c.e ,·· '· . 
·:'. r ()}..;' (J{?f1).// lrt/E I (RuT FC:<1!? ~SE!-1-f-:~h,oltLcl r-1~ 

OfE,(/- So yo TheRE nRs/ ,·_ ::S-us:T .rrT_ ~ Y-,ll 
,{C.oME Th£RE- (5 E7w CE,,l' G,~30 -7;:to '~l/_ :,Le:, 

· / ;obct, REIJ, l:-1 vp- Who ,.;,,1 LL BE W1 I/; /o t1 ) ,.~ - ~--:- _:. ·--:--·- ---
. . -. ~ . . ca,,( ...;___ - - - -- ___ _., 

·.\, 

--=---
. i;, . : p 1e.o.<Lc fcu,p (I.() IJ f Id E JJ I fl 1L - Alo- 8 !?.T~ 1/-ViJl:iJ' 

. /" _·_aR_fiJv'Y· "-fliJ_} o_Ftt er-tLJ -/3u-/ u_.s, f!R.lr:iLVk'EA/J./3 
:.: 1 _.~M ,p· Pl_c1.::iJe-; f)./rl~ ·ty pl;/.NE whcp HE SECI _, 

.•,,.,· .. - ?~.- - - - _:_ - ·-

-~ Voit .... " . . . . . ·_ .. _ : . . . . . . . . ... 

· .. ··• . ·•. P. lrnJE hi-//-,:~< Lui m 'y~U ~ r.!w, o-.n: ·~4./, ~· 
. Fok }-/;.r b111L- Tl fso Fol< / h E (ht ,1; - fr ),'P ... 

i . . .··. ·. J F;if.f" se,c /1 a /v'lf Pl. n 1v· c Ff'i RE '- foe u J .,.-TtJ __!J E iJ 
. · : ·· < .- _:·_ - :_ · . .,._ · () R Len Jv·1 __, ~VE Ll/I LL · f?tlJ:!. c i:.r J' TJ12 &ul:cl~ 11 ;; II Ei.-:.,, _ 

.',,_-:··.' __ ,· .. :._~--.. 1./J_f)_ __ /~~-rY,.:/ .. _~,1; l,i 'E:. /:li:.Ef, /UJtll /Lt_ SEE yo_'-! Tct-Ju/.J._{)Lr.) ' .. · .. · .. •.:, '• , . ·.·· --_"3:-:--·-··--~ -~----.-- ··:-----·- ------···-·----- --,:.-·· '---·---···--~>. 
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· UJILL· 1 .see ol-f--· 1c11c;.·i~z,,.,; ·/4/✓:C?AT-:.ol. .f~.v,--. · · .. 
·1 .. 

;. ih }1) . ./ ffR (AC Ei - . . .. '.i • .·'. 
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SF 173-65 
MTG/sms 

BRUCE IRWIN GOVERN was interviewed at the Marin County 
Jail on May 20, 1968. GOVERN stated that the letter set out above 
was given to him by an inmate while he was confined either at the 
San Francisco County Jail or the San Francisco City Jail. He stated 
the letter was given to him about three weeks ago by a young inmate 
known to him only as TOM. He said he had not known TOM before, did 
not know why he was then in jail, and knew nothing about his 
background. GOVERN stated he was still in the San Francisco Jail 
when TOM was released on bail and that he has not seen or heard from 
TOM since. GOVERN stated following his release from jail he obtained 
certain telephone numbers listed in the letter by calling the 
Information Operator. 

·The files of the San Francisco Office indicate that GOVERN 
is the subject of San Francisco file 25-67044, This file indicates 
that GOVERN's Selective Service Number is 33-46-45-23 and that he was 
declared delinquent by his draft board for failure to report for 
induction on September 8, 1965. GOVERN was arrested by Agents of 
the San Francisco Office on February 23, 1968, was given a physical 
examination on February 28, 1968, and on that date was disqualified 
at the Induction Center for medical reasons, one of these reasons 
being that he was a user of heroin. 

On May 29, 1968, GOVERN was reinterviewed at the Marin 
County Jail. GOVERN advised he was in the San Francisco Jail from 
about April 15, 1968, to April 24, 1968. He insisted that the letter 
referred to was given to him by a person who he knew as TOM. GOVERN 
stated he was confined to a cell with TOM for about seven days but 
did not speak to him until his last ·two days in jail. He advised 
that both he and TOM were released from City Jail on the same day. 
GOVERN stated he did not know JAMES EARL RAY and had never seen him. 
He stated he had seen pictures of RAY in the newspapers. 

He advised tha.t on the letter his hand-printing appeared 
on Page 1 when he wrote the telephone number 404-688-7263 regarding 
the Ebenezer Baptist Church and on Page 3 when he wrote the tele­
phone numbers 527-6611, 526-8811, and 516-2141. He advised that 
the telephone number 404-688-7263 was the telephone number of the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia, and he obtained this 
number by calling Atlanta Infor~ation. 

He advised he has no knowledge as to the identity of the 
subscriber to telephone number 221-6201 wnich appears on the first 
page of the letter. He advised that the name ROBERT LAWRENCE 
appearing on Page 1 is unknown to him. GOVERN stated that the 
rifle used to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING was the same rifle that 
killed President JOHN F. KENNEDY. When asked to elaborate on this 

- 6 -
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• • 
remark he stated, 11 You guys know that and there is no sense in 
me telling you anything about that.,: 

The telephone number 415-324-1130 is a San Francisco 
telephone number. Inquiry at this number reflects that LARRY 
YOUNG resides there. YOUNG advised that he would contact the 
San Francisco Office this date. 

ROBERT MOORE, San Francisco Police Department, Star 
1648, San Francisco City Jail, on May 31, 1968, advised that 
BRUCE IRWIN GOVERN was arrested and confined to the San Francisco 
City Jail on April 16, 1968, and was bailed out on April 19, 1968. 
MOORE stated that a review of the records reflected that the only 
';TOJ'vfl that was dische.rged on April 19, 196 8, from the City Jail 
was THOMAS LYNCH who was confined on April 17, 1968, and was 
released on April 19, 1968. He advised LYNCH was confined to cell 
block: i:Ll? whereas GOVERN was in Dormitory 3. 

THOMAS PATRICK LYNCH, 116 Frederick Street, Apartment 29, 
San Francisco, California, on May 31, 1968~ stated he does not know 
anyone by the name of BRUCE IRWIN GOVEPJ'J. He observed photographs 
of GOVERN and stated tha.t he did not recognize this individual as 
being identical with anyone that he knows. He stated he was 
arrested on a narcotics charge and that he was kept separate from 
the rest of the prisoners in the jail. LYNCH observed photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY and stated he did not know RAY and that he had 
never seen him. LYNCH advised that he had not given GOVERN the 
four-page letter which GOVERN said he had obtained from 11 TOM. 11 

LYNCH stated he had been shocked at the death and the 
manner of the death of Dr. MAFTIN LUTHER KING and that he had 
not written this note and that he would not hav·e anything to do 
with any such scheme as this seems to be. 

LARRY YOUNG, 974 Weeks, Palo Alto, California, on 
June 3, 1968, advised he was confined at the San Francisco City 
Jail from about April 6, 1968, to April 13, 1968. He advised that 
a white man by the name of LAWRENCE who v,1as in the •;tank 1: with him 
gave him a letter which was already sealed and asked him to mail 
it when he got out. YOUNG stated this letter was addressed to 
HARTIN LUTHER KING, SR. YOUNG stated he does not know the contents 
of the letter. YOUNG stated he did not know GOVERN. 

LEADS 

THE ATLANTA OFFICE 

AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA.: Will determine if telephone number 
404-688-7263 is listed to the Ebenezer Baptist Church. 

- 7 -
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• 
THE BIRMINGHAM OFFICE 

AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABN1A: llill determine if telephone 
number 221-6201 is a Birmingham number and will particularly 
determine if this number has any connection with a gun shop. 

THE MEMPHIS OFFICE 

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE: Will determine if telephone 
number 527-6611 is a listing for the Memphis City Council and. 
will determine if telephone numbers 526-8811 and 516-2141 are 
numbers of Memphis newspapers. 

THE SAT\J FRANCISCO OFFICE 

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: (1) Will continue 
investigation to identify HTOM1: who allegedly furnished GOVERN 
with the letter. 

2. Will seek to identify ROBERT LAWRENCE at City Prison. 

- 8 -
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• 
FBI BIRMGHAM 

FBI NEWARK 

l 25PM UR~ENT 6-6-68 NAL 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), ATLANTA <44-2386), BIRMINGHAM, 
I 

MEMPHIS (L(4-1981), NEi•J YORK (44-1609>, PHILADELPHIA C-44-1368), 

AND SAN F'RANCISCO < 173- 65> 

FROM NEWARK (44-854) 

M URKIN 

RE SF TEL TO BUREAU, JUNE FI VE LAST; SF TEL TO 

NEWARK JUNE FI VE LAST;· RE ROBERT LAlrJRENCE RUSSELL. - 1 

REVIEW OF NEltJARK FILES REVEALS THAT ROBERT LAWRENCE 

RUSSELL, AKA CHARLES E. LEAP, FBI NUMBER EIGHT NINE Tl•J0-

0 NE ONE FOUR A, HAS IN THE PAST FURNISHED FALSE AND UNFOLNDED 
I 

INFO. TO THE.NE\rJARK OFFICE AS WELL AS TO NE!tJ JERSEY AUTHORITES 

AND TO THE NE!rJ YORK 'CITY AND PHILADELPHIA OFFICES OF U.S. BUREAU 

· 0 F CUSTOMS., 

\ 
RUSSELL HAS COME TO THE. BUREAU'S ATTENTION IN CASE 

CAPTIONED COSTACHE GEORGE BLEBA, IS-ALBANIA, 00 NYO,· BUF'ILE 

ONE HI.NORED DASH THREE THREE TWO TWO ONE ZERO. 

ARM ED AND DAN GERO US. 
l 

CORRECTION PARAGRAPH TTHREE LINE Tt,iQ NAME SHOULD 

READ BEL BA NOT BL EBA. 

END 

fMB 

f BI BI RM GHAM 

0 EP 

J./L/- 17¢'.,, /Cj.;2f-. 
SEARCHED--~=-1.NDEXE~---·· 
SERIAL I ZED ___________ .fl LED ___ .:.e:.--

J U f\\ ... 6196~ 
FBI- BIRMINGHA 
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FBI BIRMGHAM 

4 46PM URGB\J T 6- 6- 68 ECK 

TO DI RECTOR, (.L14- 38861); ATLANTA (Lt4-238 6) _; BIRMINGHAM,; MEMPHIS < 44- 1987) 
I 

NEW YORK (44-1609) AND SAN FRANCISCO <173-65) 

{ 

FROM PHI LA 44- 13 68 

M URKIN 

RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL TO BUREAU SIX ,FI VE LAST. 

RE ROBERT LAWRENCE RUSSELL: 

RUSSELL, FBI N.UMBER EIGHT NINE Tit-]() 1 0NE FOUR FOUR A HAS IN THE 

PAST FURNISHED MISLEADING AND UNRELIABLE INFO TO THE PHI-LA FBI OFFICE 

' & TO THE PHI LA O FF'I CE OF, BUREAU OF CUSTOMS. BUREAU REFER TO CASE E 

, ENTITLED, "COSTACHE GEORGE BrA, AKA, IS - ALBANIA, 00-NYO, BUF'ILE 1 

0 NE Hu'NDRED THREE THREE Tit-JO Tt•JO ONE ZERO, A AND D". 

END 

J GA 

I 
I 

FBI BIRMGHAM I/¥ ·.,/~~ 
sEARCt\ED 
SERIA\.I 
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_ .. ??R~t: ·SAC',: DAL.LAS ·(44-2649)(1?). 

SUBJ'Eef~: . MIJRKIN 

oo-.m1MPDis· 

. :e~ N~w Orlenns· .airt~l. ,5/al/6$, set ti rig fo~th in1orm~U;ion. 
·· 1!) ... om.· EVGENE SMITH lMh"'SFI~L.l)~ 

. ROBh11T PARitER~ .Payroll Of~iee1~~ :P~nl~ D~iliing· Company_, 
3333. FirrH~ .Natioµal B.,::i;Jik ·Building;. J}-.Jlasj Texa~, · advised aA WILLIMY 
Eh-. ROL:!~riii;..N -on 6/4/68 1 -t~e ~an loeate ;io ~mploym,ont x;ec-ord.; past 
·,or. pres~ut-1 .. l:ta:1i:' -E?'JGSN~. &Iffl- MAJSFlELD~ ' _Re ·stat:ed. h'9 m0vintai:ns 
-empl:oyme.nt 1~:eeoo"tm· of a.11· e.mployooo or. th;is company _lld ·mret:01~ -

· wh·ere they at>~ e~_p,l;~yed;; !le a~viSsd:,tJ1er-e.·ts a. ·pos:s"ib11i-t;y that 
· YAHSFIELD · ~:r havG been -employed by 2(. sitb--co:utracti.ng c¢mp"a-J1y 

. ()J:" 2.· eori1:pany · ,turnisbi.11g so9 t1e.r;1tce to Penrod :Drill lng Comp•ny, 
:1n which ease he woul.d ~~ve no reco~d o;f. fl:tra. 

!/L/-/1//t -/:;?~/ 
. · SEARCHED------:-INDEXED-~ 
.. ·sERIALIZED----FILED~ 

_: JUN 61968' 
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58) .. • • 
DECODED COPY 

~ Radio URGENT CJ Teletype 

TO: 

FROM: 

ALL SACS 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

MURl(IN 

FOR INFORMATION ALL OFFICES AND NOT TOBE BISCLOSED TO 

ARYONE OUTSIDE OF OFFICE IT I-U\S DEEN mTBRJ!IINED 1'HIWUGH INV1:STIGATION 

THAT SUBJECT JJ\J>l!>S EARL RAY !U.:SIIJ!lD INCANADA FRO!! APRIL EIGHT SIXTY-~ 

EIGHT UNTJL MAY SIX SJX1'Y-EIGHT UNDER N.MH::S PAUL IlRIDG1-~ lN AND RAJtON \ 

GEOl{GE S REYD. SUJ3~CT DEPARTED ~ AN ADA T"O-R. LONDON, ENGLAND ON 'NAY SIX ' 

LAST AS SNF.YD .i\ND IS BELIEVED usn;G C.ANA.:•IAN PASSP01lT IN TH.AT NANE. 

SUBJECT BELIEVED TO BE WEARING GLASSBS. 

IN VIl~W OF ABOYE DEVELOPMBNTS REVIEW OF DRIVER'S LICEJ\:SE 

BURRAU R~~CORDS .AS Ri~QUBSTED IN BUREAU R} DIOGRliN MAY TWO ONE LAST ~iJlY 

BE~TJNUED. ~r~~-~~ 
OFFICES COVERING POINTS OF BNTrurncE INTO u. S. SHOULD 1>LACE 

APPROPRL TE STOPS WITH BORDER AND CUSTm•l AUTHORITIES UND.BI~ NAME OF 

RAMON GEORGE SNEYD. NO INDICATION WlI.AT:,OEVER SHOULD BE GJVEN THAT 

THERE IS ANY CONNECTION BETWEEI\' SNEYD AND KING ASSASSINATION. YOU 

}TAY ADVISE AUTHORITIES THAT INDIVIDUAL USING NMill 

@~~ 
If ,I,e imelligenoe contained in the above =u fJ ~ be dimmina<ed ou<,ide the Bureau, i< i• ••gges<ed that i< be soitahly 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cry~hic systems, 

JUN 61968 
FBI - BIRMINGHAM 
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FD-280 (Rev. B-28-58) • • 
DECODED COPY 

D Radio PAGE 1'WO CJ Teletype· 

SOUGHT BY FBI FOR UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFUiEi\!BNT FO~{ CHARGE OF 

RODBtmY. 

FOR. INFOI~:ATION OF BORDER OFI~ICBS THEHE IS AC1'UAL PERSON 

RISIDING IN TOiWN'l'O, CANADA, mIO ~s EH;•·LOYED BY TOR01 TO POLICE 

DEPARUIENT NAllfED RJ.1110N GEORGE SKEYD. THIS INDIVIDUAL'S NAHE .ANIJ DATE OF 

BIRTHUSED IlY SUBJI!JCT IN OBTAINING PASS.PORT. THIS IS FOR YOUR INFORJ-'lATION 

EVENT BORDER STOPS DISCLOSE TI-U~T I1DIVIDUAL NAMED S1'EYD IS ENTERING YOUR 

TE"?TII1'0-R.Y. COPIES FAILED WI?O. 

Amrnn AND DAKGi~ROUS .. 

6-6-68 

If the intellig~nce contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau., it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau.' s cryptographic systems. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO 

FROM 

FDa2Q9 (Rev. 9-13-65) 
OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 . 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG ... NO. 27 • 5010-106 

UNITED. ST ATES GOVERNMENT. 

M emoran·dum 
SAC BIRMINGHAM (170-174) (P) 

SA NEIL P. SHANAHAN 

. DATE: 5,;_23 .. 68 
. It' • 

D Cl D SI .x:J R (Prob) (Ghetto) 

□ PCI □ PSI . DR 

SUBJECT: »M LEE GRANT BRISTOW aka : D 
Jake Bristow R- Prob (Ghetto)· 

Dates of Contact , , 

5.20~·68. ,, 

Titles and File #s on whi<:!h contacted 

. RACIAL UONDITIONS BIRMINGHAM. DIVISION 100-3080 
,, 

MURKIN , , 44-1740 · 
. ' 

•, 

Purpose and 'results of contact · . '= . This· source was contacted on the above listed 
D NEGATIVE date and, acivised that ·he. had no information whatever 
~ POSITIVE concerning the whereabouts of JAMES F.ARL RAY a.nd· has 

STATISTIC not heard _any talk amoung the negroes in Not-th Birminghan: 
that. would aid in tt1is investigatJon. ··.He advised that there is 
some talk that the m~n who tdlled ·nr.; KING will never he caught 
but no tall{ to the effect that the search for him is not being 
carried out .peoperly. 

Source adv.ised that there is at present no n.oticable 
unr4st amoung•negroes in Birminghanr and little talk concerriing 
the present poor peoples campaign being .carried on i-n Washington 
n.c. Source stated that he knows of. noone· from the Birmingham arE 
who is plannin9 on attending this• demonstration. Source ·statedi 
that this type thing simply dpes not appeal to the negroes . 
in t. hat area. Source advised that he would be alert for any 
unrest amoung the negroes and would immediately advise the 
writer if he learns of any incident or occurrnnce which might 
lead to trouble. · .. 

', , , 

[X] Informant certified that he has · I Rating 
.' 

Cover1;1ge 
/ furnished all information obtained Good Racial by hfm since last contact. ; 

1 - 170-174 
:r;): 100-3080 

44 - 1740 

'• L/L;I- /7L//) - ;19· 
SEARCHED ·--· INDEXED _ 
SERIALIZED, __ : ____ ~ __ fllED 

\I,{;\ " .. ~"'\.":' ,., h,u--l'r. _; ---= l~;;U() 

FBI- BIRMINGHN 

a 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I -

- FLAINTEXT 

URGENT -

TO: DIRECTOR, AND 
SACS, .A'I1LANTA 

MEMPHIS 

FR,OM: SAC, BUFFALO. (44-374) 

~ro;rut:;tN 

-- 6/5/68-

REMYTELEl?HONE c~s TO BUREAU~. JUNE F()UR .LAST~ AN.P . 

MYLET TO FBl LAB JUNE FOUR LAST TRANSMI'l"J:'ING liANPWRITil{G 

· .SPEClMENS. 0:u' $USPEC~ RAMON GEORGE SNEYD. 
- -

JfOLLOt'f!l'J'G ADDITIONAL INFO .DEVELOPED .A'J.: TORONTO, 

ONrARIO RE SUBJl!CT AND USE Qi.NAME AND ID~:m.1:CTY OF RAMON 

GEORGE S.NEYD. · 

AMONG ITEMS RECOVERED FRO)l ROOM PREVIOUSLY OCCUPIED 

BY :HIM AT IrQUR SIX WW"O .DUNJ).AS STREET WEST~ TORONl'O:, UP 
' ' ' ' . . 

U1-n'IL l\'IAY NI~ .':J:,AST.,- WERE FIVE ROLLS: ()F KODAK SUPER _EIGHT 

-CARTRJ,:DGE TYPE. COLOJ;t.MOVIE FJ;LM, LOT NO.KA FOUR ~IX. FOUR, 

EXPIRA'l'IOlf·DATE NOV. _NI~iETEEN SIXTYEIGH'l1~ REP;EAT NOVEMBER,. 
• ' • • • • i • • • • . . ' • 

.Nl.NE:TEEN SIXTYEIGHT·. O,NE EIGfl'+' OUlifCE JAR COLD CREAM.;. NUMEROUS 

,_w Bi!:'mi,llgham (Into) ( AM) . 
. ~- Kan~as City ( :cnro) (AM) 

.JPMcM:pas 
(3) 
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~u. 44 ... 374. 
PAGE two·. 

~usaEWl~01JS BAND.AIDS. J1rm THREE ,B.ROWN ilH?ER$CKS, · A GRAY .. 
. . . ' . ' 

1\~%'At STRONGBOX; AW A !JAH .. t< BLUE Z!PFER.-TYPE FLIGHT: BAG ... 

AtL A~Q'V$. ~TEMS FROGE~SEl) ~y RCMPi,• TOR011J!O 4 ONTARIO, BUT 
• • ' • • • ,, r ' 

ONLY ONE: FINGERPR~n .. w oF QUESTlONAB~ -VALUE ·DEVELOfED ~ 
' . ' . 

Al:iSO:. LOCA~D :±N' RO.OM. WERE ·MAfS OF OAW'mA :tH® .OF'· OIT!ES 
' . . . . . 

. QF TOROl-rl!O ANO MO?!T'.REAL.. .TiiO :PAR'.ftliL PALM 41\TENr PlUNl'S. 

·Dl~\11':!tO~ED. 0!'1 MAP~.· .. ONLY a.~lE· OF '£~-· PACKS OF FIL1:•i APk1E~D 

TO UAW. BTIBN, OPENED. BUT .NOT··10:rotii~r WH~R CONTAINS Al'JY 
•. • • ,. _,1 ,., •• • • - •. , •. ' ' ••• • • • • ,'' 

El.J?OSUJ.1ES. .THIS BEING PROQESSED.: BY KODAK AT TORO:tn:-o. 

LlLI:::C,AN SPENCER~ 'MANAGER OF'•·KENNEDY 'i:ttruty.EL A~ENCY~ 
''J,'ORO'.:NTO; ONJ'.ARIO; WlIO R.UWLEJ? PLIGHT BOOKilif(l AND OBW~INI.NG 

OF PASSJ?ORT.•FOR. S~CT, .INTERVD1:WED ~:DETAlL TODAY. SliE 

COlJ.ttP .NOT MAY$ POSITIVE ID.Elfr!FICATIO:N OP 1'}HOTOGRAPH . OF -- - .· ,. , .· ·- .. . ' - ' . . - . " . 

· itAY oa· REc~ ANY DETA:tLs oir :TRANsAoTroN WHICH WOULD ,FIRM 

UP. sireYD 'z. IDENJ:lIF;J;OA~Oli 'AS RAY .•. PHY$l<:!AL J)ESCRIPTION · .. 

FlJRlf.CSHED BY liER GENERALLY Fl:TS RAX' JUW. NOTAT:t:ON l\'.IADE·_ BY 

I!ER oN sli!BYD's· ?JiSsPoRT .AJ?PLIGATro1i REGA;an:ctm scAR 9VER 
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,· .... -· ' - ' 

:i·" 

' . _, .. -• 

- ' ' . 

. · ·. ~u lf4~~1i > ; . i. : . _ 

. ; PAGE-~·-E'••'.~-\.::·· '. ·>; _':.':·: _ .' · 
............ 

, . ' , ... , 

. -L~i~~ QF' l'K}SE. NJl/1 .. ~tIEt'En ·13y KER· t.ro·, RAV$' AdT~ALiii BEEN· 
. :ui<6.ENWER_'.:~tr F◊REHEAi~ ·_:: _.: .< :: .- · · .- · · · -· · · · · · 

_·, _ -·: -:::_:-~fE·,;~R~_S'.i'Af~s.··.s~~--FUH6~;p: ROU® ·TRif tICKE'J.t_. · ·. ,, _ 

. ,· -~OROm'O -·fo: LO~W,-; V!.A. aoAo~ : J;!JiYJ:NG WdRE~HU~P· FO~')r~F!VE', '·_ 
' ' : ' : ' •• i. I • • 

. ; • :QOL.t.AES ·IN: GA»IAD:iAJl MON.re¥ ON MA'i ·Two. LAST,., W:f!JJH :tIM:t'i? -O:ir 

· : . . WWElfitONm :>l?A¥s ··. Fn~fu : tiA:{ si;e :. Ms~,- .'F◊R.-·us~ . · ~~ ni~1f HALlf · 

. ◊Jr WIGim~:. ··:$IJ;JlTE$" w~, GE~i~FUNO::·FoR UWSE:O FORTIO~ ·smw,. ' 
.: --... ' ·. ,: .. :'I'. . ' . . -· . ' ·- " . '._, 

' , . 
WOUI.il:r ltK'7'$ TO .. BETURN IT. TO :SO.AO;, TOROlifl'O,, OR ~NNE}])YJ'Y _'. 

••• -. -- - ·, ,,. ·• • • • • - ·•1- • > '. -- • • •• > .. , ,: . 

. . : . :CRAVEL AOENC!.1, . '. ·. . . ' .. ' .. ·. ' ' 
' .. , . •"'· ' .. 

· .. ,-• 

. . INYE8-W!C.t~TI.otr AT. TO;f?Ollt'O ESWABits:rmD Tl-IA9; :CN "}\DDITJ;ON 

. ~o cANfW:t:AN•.·~ASSP6R1t IN NAME ftM40~ GEORG~ iSNE~P, SU~C'l1: .. 
· ., 'ALiio•· AA·S ;5IRT11 CER~kioAw~ -.IN -1~Ai:". NAMS tv~cni~·: ~BTAI~~ ... • 

. ·::. FROt~ :eu~~r, Ql:~;~4t· sw~~~~ci'~ ~o~oNro-i:·.ni.,i~TTE~· l>NfEt>.~ -
. Al?IUL · .sIX~N · LAS~~: : GER1J:IF!OATE: AT~ESIJ:llifd -'i'o iu:s BIRTH AT · · - ' - ~ , . . . . - . . . ' ·- . \ ' . 

-tORONTO : ON . :: :aEAP£ ·wpt NAl'.!ES . . .- . 
• • , . _· ' L__--------~~-~ 

· oti1-P.A.REtfbs .As.· F~~riren GEORGE: :iNEYD-.AW MOTHER J'4AlD~P NAJYLE. · · 
' . . . - . : . 

:- ,,. ·: 

.. G):JU)YS 'MA,E- lt!~R .(T1IESE- ARE ~~.m, CORRECT NilJ.7ES ,OF ·THE PAREN.[IS 

OF. TftB REJ~ -~MON ·-o~QR~E BNEYD;,) .·. - - . 
k <' • "' • . ,,'" 
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PAGE li'OUR 

RQ?llP AND' METHOPOLJ'.iJ.1:J\lf ·TOlt0m10 :PD. (t,WPJ)) .col®UCTING 

. EX1l%NSiv-:E IJ:fV'ESTIGJfl'!ON OF THE REAL ·RMJJ.O!i GEORGE SME:lD WHO. 

' IS A POLICE O~FICER ON THE TORONTO I ONTARIO PD., 'TO·'P.SCERTAIN: 

HOW SUl~ECT OBTJ\I~D 1.P:HE :NECESSARY ;13ACKG110U!'1D DATA TO OBTAIN. . 

. FRJl~mn:;rs1,n1 _BIR1I'H .CERTJlrICNrE AlID CANADIAN PASSl'O~:o. 

· BUr1EAU. ADVISE LEOA'r, .LOWOll RE l3~RTlI CERTIFICATE' AND ., ,, . 

HAVE CANADIAl{ EMBASSX i · LOlIDO;N: ALERTED. REG·AlIDING· .SNEYD. 

· n}v"E&.t'IGATIO.N · comrm:twa rx; :TouoifJ.10; om. 
AMCCS lEO DIRMIMGI!AM :.AND· KANSAS CITY .• . ' . . . - . - . . - .. ' 
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·F. BI 

Date: 6/6/68 

' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I.. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I . 

Tr'ansmit the following in _ __:_~---'~-__::-=------:-:-;-:--:---:-----,----,---------;1 
(Type· in plaintext or code) •. I 

I AIRTEL .· AIRMAIL 
Via -~-------- -------------,-----,J-----'--,-----------:1 

(Priority · I . , 

-------------------~----------------·---------.--L~------ -

TO: SAC, BIRMINGHAM 

FROM: 

RE: 

SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760)(1?) 

. MURKIN 

Re Birmingham airtel t.9 Bureau, 5/29/68. 

The foll~wing investigrition was conducted by 
SA THOMAS H.WEAV.ER: 

AT J'EFF-~RSON CITY, MISSOURI_. 

· . · - On 6/4/68,' jAMES ~T.ID~-I~M, ·r.egist~r #65993, Missouri 
State Perri tentiary (MSP), who advised he ha_s peen an inmate · 
at the MSP for 17 years, advised he does not know JAMES EARL 
RAY and has never heard of him. -He stated he has no informa­
tion· regarding RAY, gambling in:the MSP or anything -e_lse about 
which· the ·FBI might desire to question hiin. · · 

. · . · On 6/4/68, .. ROBER~ B~NS, re.gister #75811, ~n inmate 
at the MSP; advised he woul~\ have 1iothing to say regarding · 
JAMES EARL RAY, any possible inmate organization or anything 
else pertaining ·to present or former inmates or inmates' 
activi-ties at the .MSP· •.. He sa'id he would not say whether or 
not he ever heard of .JAMES EARL .RAY • 

..-".,... .. -----~) 

t"-2 ··- Birm·ingham , · 
2 - Memphis· (44-1987) 
2 - Kansas City · 

THW.: gah 
(6) 

Approved: ~-· --#-,,'/4-AA;;,;,-I ~o-ff-:"-i=-~=--­
SpJial · ~-(e;ntlfncharge 

L(f/-/-;'i/(} - /9u;-
SEARCHED __ _.NDEXE~ 
SERIALIZED ___ FILED.-. --

JUN ·11968 

Sent ______ ,· M Per ---~-~-
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) •· 
FBI 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Date: 6/5/68 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ---------------------------111 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via __ _........A-I-A-'R,.,..T .... E.,..... ___ _ AIR MAIL 1 
P .. ) I ( nonty I 

-----------------------~-----· ------------------L-------

TO.: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
... 

Re Los Angeles airtel 5/23/68; and Buairtel 6/4/68. 

Prior to receipt of reBuairtel, the New Orleans 
Division on 5/31/68 contacted Mr. NAURBON PERRY, Group 
Supervisor, Intelligence, Internal Revenue Service, New 
Orleans, exploring the feasibility of obtaining information 
from TCR-1 Forms. 

PERRY stated that his office receives these forms 
through the Federal Reserve Bank and they come from banks 
all over the Gulf Coast, including Mobile, Alabama. He stated 
cooperation with regard to completing a TCR-1 Form is for the 
most part voluntary on the part of the banks. The regulations 
regarding the TCR-l's completion are handled by the Comptroller 
of Currency and he pointed out that most banks do not follow 
these regulations to the letter. , 

PERRY stated he was specifically prohibited by 
Statute from disclosing ir;.formation from the TCR-1 Form, and 
that he would not be able to disclose this information without 
the specific permission of .. the Comrnis sioner of IRS. 

Bureau 
Atlanta 
Birmingham 

1 - :(..,os Angeles 
1 - Memphis 
2 - New Orleans 

TLC:sam 
(9) 

(44-38861) 
(44-2386) (INFO) 
(44-17L~0) (INFO) 
(44-1574) (INFO) 
(44-1987) (INFO) 

L/-/74"'d- /93~ 
SEARCHED ___ .fNDEXED 
SERIALIZED _____ FfL£D -~ 

JUN "{ 1958 
- F.81 - BIRMIN<:iHAM 

C 

Approved: ___________ _ Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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•· 
NO 157-10673 Isam 

Later that date, Mr. PERRY advised that he had 
been in telephonic contact with his national office in 
Washington, D. C., relative to the disclosure problem surround­
ing the furnishing of information from the TCR-1 Forms to the 
FBI. He stated he expected a decision would be reached by 
6/3/68. 

In view of this, leads to contact all banks in the 
New Orleans area were held in abeyance pending further word 
from Mr. PERRY. 

On 6/3/68, Mr. PERRY was recontacted and advised 
that he had heard nothing yet giving him authorization to 
disclose the. desired information. 

As of 6/4/68, no word had been·received from PERRY 
therefore, leads concerning contact with individual banks 
previously assigned will be covered in accordance with instruct­
ions in Buairtel dated 5/21/68. 

Above for information of the Bureau. 

Armed ·d D ·· · an angeromr 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
FEDERAL BUREAL' OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 5----'-/_8_;_/_6_8 ____ _ 

JAMES Wo BROWN 9 Route 1~ 
Box 11r6i=B 9 Re1:(W)Ji."aa 9 Jl\..1abia.U11a 9 eil.J.visied that he wai::ii :sentenced 
to the Mi~sou~i State PeID.\iteIDJ.tia~Ys Jefferson City 9 Missouri, 
in April <Of 196(() .armdl was releas:~d on· Jul!le 15 ~ 19,65., He 
stated that he k:new JAMES EARL MY while· he was ·iJn prison 
allld first met lhlim W©metime illl 19'63., He stated that lhle lhlad ' .. been ifil groups wh~re RAJ w&s talki~g Olll several occasiollls 
alfid. h~d talked tc ·him per:EloIDJ.ally a f~w times. 

BROWN st:1ait'ed· t"h1a1t MY made the :statement that he 
w:as glad. wheIDJ. JOHN.JP'., KENNEDY was killed 9 and. had mardle s@me 
statements at tbi~ ~ime to the effect 91That is on~ 9 Nigger 0

-· 

l(O)vimig S.,-OeBo that got shotoue He stated that RAY did :not like 
Neg;JtoeiSl al.llld that during th~ time MARTIN LUTHER KIN\G wa:s leading 
some of his dem@nstrati@ns a®d this information was being · 
published ilfil the lllEIWSpaper~ 9 RAY used to CUl"Se KIN\G alill.d the _'. ', 
Negroese The :n~ws of the demonstrations and marc~es used 
to aggravate him. ~@nside:ralblyo He stated that RAY made the 
statemel!At that. KENNEDY was r1uDmni:ng the country a:nd especially 
i:n the racial field 9 a:nd that ~RTIN LUTHER KING could._ get 
the Federal Government t.@ do aDything he wanted. them t@., 
BROWN further advised that he had heard some prisoIDJ. rumors 
that RAY·w~~ supposed t@ have killed three Negroes while he· 
w~s iio. the lUss«:lluri Sta t·ie· J.Pl®l!lli teill\t iffiry" 

BROWN advised that ~©metime in the Fall of 1963 9 

RAY m~de the statement that hie wa~ g©ilill.g t«:ll get MARTIN LUTHER 
KINfG when h~ g@t oute Hie l§>t&ll.ted that h~ heard him s~y something 
about COOLEY {phonetic) o~ C~~LEY 0 S @rganiz~tion would p~y 
$10~ij00o00 to h~ve K!NfG d~ado He ~t~ted th~t he could.fur~ish 
no further illlform~tio~ c@ric~rlllling this ~l!lld MY did not mention 
it illl,gifil.in illl his pre~efillc®., ·· 

BROWN fu:ll:'tilier ~dvi&SJ(\;')d thifil.t R..@..Y seemed to have a 
sufficient supply of:m©llllef a)Illd that he g~bledl with the 
other convicts collltinu@u~ly in the prison y~rd$ The c~nvicts 
used chip~ m~d® from bottle cap~ or gambl~dl f@r cigarettes 
1a1nd they would ~ettl~,,"their g@mbling l<OSl!SlcfiS at th~ end (Of t);l~ 
month., He st:lil.ted th.it RAY im:li~ai.ted at <0ne time that he got• 

On 4/30/68 t Reform. Almbmna F'l # a ---'--:------------,---11...•-=:..:...:...::.=------=.::,.....c..::.c__----,-__ 1e 

~ 
by SA CLARENCE Eo WRirGHT~b~l 5/6/68 Date dictated ---------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the· FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it .and its contents are ~ot to be distributed outside you~ agency. , . : 
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2 
lBH 44=174@ 

a ch~ick or D!l©Jl].~y ireguiarly f:lfm :si©me source ©llil the COlu.tside 9 

He :stated tlhat RAY did driIDlk si@m.e alDldl he h~d d@t®cted 1fl1lc©hol. 
on hirs lbre~;th mi differe:rit @~ibarsi©n:s 0 The c@nvict_:s; m~de 
whiskey in tlbl® p:wi~@JD. amid s©1m® ©f the gual!."dls sold whiskey 
t© the collilvicts ~ls©a He stat®d there was a lot of llilarco~ics 
pas:sed around i1m t?rnce pris©n al!lld the guards would bl"ilrllg :some 
of it iIDJ. alIJl.d ~©XIDle <O;f it was beill!lg blt"©ught iIDl lby yi~it@rs. 
Be llilever had aIDly pe~:s@lDl.al klrll@wledge·that RAY used llila:ir'c@tics. 
He was unable to 1mame ~ny specific guard that sold ~@nt~ab~nd 
to·the ccoirnvictsi h@swevcer 9 he did :say th~t @l!il(e gua!"d iw~rs: caught 
sel_liing C©illltr®.1b.l®.1llld to the c@l!'.llvicts i!!l 1962 o:r> 1'963 and! was 
fired. lBle stated th®.t RAY did talk t<Ol <0>ne partimtll!ll.:Jt:> guard a 
lot; lrwsswever ~ he dib)~:s im(9)t remember the guard Os lm1iil.m®" · 

BROWN stial.ted that lbice 'hoo.s l!Wt Ste<elill BAY sii1lllce he left 
prison and ha~ )Ill@ idea where he might have go1lllee He stated 
that RAY had. talked! 1ab@u\t t11ll:irmellin.g 01\llt <O>f pris@ITll iro.mi gii::»i1lll~( 
to Virgirmia and hialng in a cavee He heard RAY say that re' 
had a large ~upply)"'of gu.ns bef@lt"e he was iirn pri~@ID.. allil.d h<eard 
him menti<0>n ·a submichin~ guno The @nly foreign c@untry he 
ever heard MY ment'ron w~:s Lib~ria 9 Africav al!lld RAY &Sitat®d 
that he had a br<Olth~r=iini=law w@rkillllg there 1£l!lld that he wa:s 
making a l@t <Of m«:>)Jlley. ' ·· 

BROWN advised ··,that MY w~s !lllCOit; t<Olo friemUy ! 
howeverp lhle w@uld tiilk ;$..n gr«:llups. RAY told BROWllNJ @n~e tlbl~t 
he had been in Biri1ti.:ng~~v Alabama 9 a:m:ll th~t · · RAY--:· had 
statedl that Birmi~gliam-:was: a g«:»@d town t<Ol steal irm" H® . 
never discussed hi~. pas'ti life irm BRO'?IN 9 iS preselllce aiin«:l BROWN; hffilS 

no idea whelt"@ RAY i:'i. f:»;"c6lm or al!ilything ab<Olut hiSl f~ily a 

JOH~lNlY VA1f.,ENT Jr ( JP)lh\<Olnet ic) 

VALEm"I is be'lieved t© be from B&tit©JIDJ R@ugie 9 ,. 

Louisiana al!lld BROWN ·believes he, is rsltill in },i.!l'.U:ll@l!i!.& VALENTI 
talked about MexiC()'a, lot a,nd C(O)Uld spe~ Spani~ha RAY 
st1!il.ted o:ne· ;time th~t· he was g©iK!lg t@ visit a friermd of lhliis 
and VALENI'I 8 S { this: · fri~n.d 9 rs name u:nkm:11wn) whio w~:si .r(f3leased 
from pri'.~@m and g©t married aimd it. is believed tlhl.®.t· he is' i!."un­
ing a cife near Moberly~ Mi~~©urio 

00T ICK00 W'..tLSON ~ wh@ was killed while i!!:ll ?.Jli~~@uri 
State Pri~O!!llo 

JOHNNY JQ~NSQij 9 who is from the Kans~s City ®.rea 
and is lbeli~vm t@ bee, still in pri~@lill ~rs he w:a1~ serv:i.!!llg ~ 
twenty=ye~r senteiu::~ie. 
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R ICll:L~RD BEEMAN 

(FN\!J) MAYBERRY 9 f~@m West Plaillll~ 9 Miss@urie 

BROWN~~~ ~lh@w~ a C@~y @f IoOG 4182 a~d he ~t~ted 
that the C®lll\ter pi~ture l@@k~ e~~ctly like he rem~mbered him 
in pri:soillll rai.mi the (l)tlhier pi~turefSl resemble him alS©o 
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