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being identical with the purchaser of

the binoculars; however, it should be noted
this witness has since been committed to the
Tennessee Psychiatric Hospital and Institute,
Memphis, Tennessee.

At about 6:00 P.M. on this date Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., was shot and killed by

a single bullet fired from the bathroom of
the rooming house at 4224 South Main Street,
Memphis. At the time he was struck KING was
standing on the second floor balcony in
front of Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel,

406 Mulberry, Memphis. Other occupants of
the rooming house at 422% South Main Street
heard a rifle fired and observed a man run
from the rooming house onto South Main
Street where he dropped a large bundle in
front of 424 South Main Street. Neighbor-
hood investigation disclosed that a white
Mustang was seen immediately leaving the
area at a high rate of speed. A canvass of
motels in the Memphis area disclosed that
one ERIC S. GALT had spent the night of
April 3, 1968, at the Rebel Motel, Memphis,
Tennessee, and had been driving a white
Mustang. He gave as an address 2608 Highland
Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama. When inguiries
were made at that address solely for the
purpose of further identifying GALT, it was
determined that he had not resided there
since about October 1967. It was for this
reason that GALT came to our attention in
connection with this case.

Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Homicide Bureau,
Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, re-
covered numerous articles dropped by the
assailant of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,

on the sidewalk near the entrance of the
building located at 424 South Main Street.
Included among these articles are the following:

1) Remington Game Master rifle, Model 760,
SN 461476, on which was mounted a Redfield
telescopic sight, SN A17350

2) Banner by Bushnell binoculars, SN DQ408664

3) First section of the April 4, 1968, issue
of the "Commercial Appeal,” a daily
newspaper published in Memphis
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Among other items found in this abandoned
Mustang was bed linen bearing laundry mark
20R=3. As mentioned earlier im this report,
records of the Avalon Cleaners and Laundry,
Inc., 5662 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles,
reflect that laundry belonging to an in-
dividuwal named GALT, which laundry was
brought in on December 15, 1967, had been
assigned laundry #20R-3.

Brown cotton fibers, green cotton fibers,
and green rayon fibers were found in the
abandoned Mustang. The FBI Laboratory has
compared these with the bedspread found
abandoned by the killer in front of 424
South Main Street, ¥emphis, om April 4,
1968, and has concluded that the fibers
found in the Mustang could have come

from this bedspread.

Between 9:00 A, M. and 10:00 A.M. on

April 5, 1968, an individual stopped at

the Piedmont Laundry pick up station, 1168
Peachtree, N.E., Atlanta, and picked up
laundry left there on April 1, 1968, under
the name ERIC GALT. The elerk, Mrs. ESTELLE
PETERS, when shown photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY, stated she believes the photograph of
RAY irn which he was wearing a bow tie is a
better likeness; however, the most recent
photograph in which he is wearing a four-in-
hand tie locks older and the eyes and nose
appear very similar.

No information has been received concerning
the whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY since
April 5, 1968.

The Kansas City Division submitted the

- following described documents to the FBI
Laboratory requesting appropriate hand-
writing and handprinting examination with
the handprinting and handwriting specimens
submitted to the Laboratory as evidence in this
matter:
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Subject's family is reported to have changed the
family name as often as it suited them; and they have been
known at various times under the names RAY, RAYNES, RAYNS,
RYAN, and BERNES,

A birth certificate has been located reflecting
that JAMES EARL RAY was born , at Alton,
I1linois, to JAMES RAY and LUCIE MAHER.

Mother LUCILLE MARY RAY, nee MAHER, was born
\ , at Alton, Illinois, and
died an alcoholic on January 25, 1961,
at St. Louis, Missouri. She is reported
to have been a prostitute during most of
her life

er nusband, who now
uses e name RAYNES, abandoned her
in about 1952. From about 19254 until her
death in 1961 she lived with JOHN EUGENE

GAWRON whenever GAWRON was not in prison,

Father JERRY RAYNES, born k
resides alone on a sma arm on Route 2,

Center, Missouri, and has telephone number
AM 7-3467. He claims to have married the
subject‘s mother at Jacksonville, Florida,
in the spring of 1929, 1930, or 1931 but
he admits to having lived with her in a
common-law relationship prior to their
marriage, He states that he and the
subject’'s mother geparated about 1949 and
he admits to having lived with RUBY CARPENTER
off and on from about 1952 until 1963.
RAYNES claims to have last seen the subject
about 17 years ago, and he claims to have
no information regarding his present where-
abouts.,

Brother JOHN LARRY RAY, born 3
resides alone at 1900-4 Cherokee, St. Louis,
and is engaged with his sister, CAROL PEPPER,
in the operation of the Grapevine Tavern,
1982 Arsenal, St. Louis. The telephone at
the tavern is number PR 6-9417.

JOHN has served sentences in both the
Illinois State Penitentiary and in the
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Brother FRANK DELANO RYAN was killed in an auto-
mobile accident during 1963.

Sister CAROL PEPPER, born | | is
married to ALBERT PEPPER and resides at
2025 Belleview, Maplewood, Missouri, a
suburb of 5t. Louis. She is the owner of
record of the Grapevine Tavern, 1982 Arsenal,
St. Louis, Missouri, which she operates with
her brother, JOHN LARRY RAY, Her home
telephone is 645-2948 and _th lephone at
the tavern is PR 6-9417.

has been married to ALBERT BENNY PEPPER,
FBI #581 723 D, for about the past 6 years
and ALBERT PEPPER denies ever having met

the subject. When guestioned regarding a
letter addressed by the subjeet from the

MSP to Albert J. Pepper Stationery, 712-A
Shenandoah, St. Louis,; Missouri, ALBERT
PEPPER stated he formerly resided at that
address but was not aware of any mail
addressed in such a manner. He admitted
that his wife might have received such a
communication but he denied having any in-
formation concerning this., Neither CAROL
nor ALBERT PEPPER admitted having heard

from the subject since his escape and
neither will admit to having any information
concerning his whereabouts. CAROL PEPPER
claims to have seen the subject only 3

or 4 times in her lifetime and this was
after she came to reside im St. Louis at
about age 16. She states she has never
vigited him at the MSP but did write letters
to him for her grandmother, MARY MAHER, now

43

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987

IV, PRISON INMATES AND ASSOCIATES
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