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who he was, and her husband .replied to the effect that it was 
a nfellow from the joint", which Mrs. WALLACE took to mean 
that he was someone her husband had known in the penitentiary. 

Specific in,qu.iry was :made of Mrs. WALLACE as to 
whether she could recall any occasion when she wa~ at the 
,Jefferson-Gravois Ba.nk with her husband, at which ti~e her 
husband saw possibly two men at or near the bank to whomhe 
remarked that he was glad he got his money out before they 
got in; and whether sh~ remembered that one of the men may 
have replied to the effect that "they we.re putting in". ijrs. 
WALLACE said she could not recall having witnessed any such 
conversation. She commented, however, that her husband is 
given to making such joking remarks and such a conversation 
would not surprise her, although she could recall no such 
conversation specifically. 

Photographs of JAMES LOAMA OWENS and JAMES EARL RAY 
were exJriibited to Mrs. WALLACE. She stated that OWENS is co;m­
pletely unknown to her, b~t that the photographs of RAY looked 
vaguely familiar to hbr, although she could not at this time 
relat~ the photographs to any particular person she had ever 
seen in the past. She com,ment~d specifically that she could 
not relate the photographs of either RAY or OWENS to the man 
~h~ saw at the Jefferson~GravQis Bank and to whom her husband 
w~ved on the occasion referred to aboveo Although the photo~ 
graphs of MY looked vaguely :faniiliar to her, she has no idea 
where she might have seen such a per$on, except that over a 
period of years, including the year 1959, Mrs. WALLACE has 
frequently attended ~e~ig~ous services at a Salvation Army 
establishment located near the address on Uickory Street 
where tkM=:J RAY family once resided according to what Mrs. 
W'ALliACE has read in the newspapers. Mrs. WALLACE believes 
it reimotely possible she might have seen JAMES EARL RAY in 
that area in 1959, although she does not specifiGally recall 
~uch an occurrence. With regard to h~r vague recognition of 
photographs of RAY, Mrs. WALLACE originally had that reaction 
to photographs of him when she saw picture~ of RAY in the 
newspapers and on television at the tiime he was first 
identified in this investigation. 

Mrs. WALLACE and her husband now have five children, 
the youngest of whor111 is an :inf£ll.nt. Over a period of several 
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years, shoes for their children bave customarily and frequently 
been purchased by them at Uill Brothers Shoe Store, located on 
South Jefferson nextdoor to the Jefferson-G.ravois Bank. Wh~n 
Mrs. WALLACE and J:ier nus band have gcme together to this shoe 
store, they have someti~es parked t4e~~ car on Soµth Jeffe~son 
and on some occasions have parked it n~ar the ~ntrance to -
the Jefferson-Gravois B~J;$., Mrso WALLACE suggested that in 
the event her husband ha~ made s<:>111e error as to the oc;casion 
when he may have seen perso,;is at the Jefferso0r-Gravois Bank 
with whom he had a conversatiQn as previpusly indicated, the 
error might be based on some occasion when they were together 
at the shoe store rather than at the ba~k. 

From the time Mr. a~d Mrs. WALLACE opened accounts 
at the Jefferson,-Gravois Bank: in th~ summer of 1967 vnt.il 
they moved to 1031 Lynch in December, 1967,.or January, 1968, 
there was no occasion, acc<>;rding to Mrs. WALLACE'$ recollection, 
when they went to the Jefferson, ... Gr~vois Bank in an automopile, 
inasmuch as they walked to the b;u1k from their nearl:>y resid,ence 
on each occasion. 
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AL~GED A~PEARANCE 9F JAMES EARL RAY A~ J!FFE,RSON -
GRA.VOIS l3ANK S'l'. WUI~ Ml~~OURl · J;lf .SUMMER OF 1967 

, . , , ,_ . . , " • . . OZ "' ,, , "••· a . 1 iO, " I • , , ,i , , , ., I , , . , " , " 

Mr.. RALPH s. :PlllL.L:CPSON, AS$ ;L~ta,nt viqe _Pre$ :ldErn.t' 
Jefferson - Qravois Qank, 260i SQutb Jeffe~son ,A.venue, ~eie­
phone PR 1-8833, who was· contacted ~:t · tbe bank by Speci,Al Ag~nt 
(A) HOWARD C~ KENNEDY 9n MQ,y 14, 196'3, a4vi;sed that lle w"is tJ;\en 
unable to locate any a~count of anr'typ~, tbat i~, c~ecking, 
savings or loan accou,n.t, 3~ well as-a· sat~ d~PPf3it bqx, i:P. the 
name of JAMES EARL RAY er ~ny of hi.~"'~nown a.li~$~s. I/ikewj.se 1 
he was unable to locate any record at ~ny sue~ aG~oupt on a 
safe deposit ·bo~ in the na~e of JAMES LAOMA OWEN$ or JAWS mE~. · · · , 

On the foltowinJ ~or,ning, ~ay is, 1968, Mr~ PUlLLI~SON 
advised that he had made·a further ebeek of q~nk ~ecords but was 
unable to locat.e any aeco~rrts in· th~ nall!~s of. the~fe individuarls 
or in any of their known alia$es. · 

He suggested, howeve:r, t;na t ~on tact be· ,ma~e with M~. 
A~ G. ARB, Vice I?ree;;ident, Jef;f~rs~n, (j~~vc;,is Bank, sine~ Mr, 
ARB. or his seoret~+Y, li4rs ~ MELBA KOE~ll.,E~, freqµe~tly ha1,1d le 
customers com:ing into t~e ba11k. · · 

Mr. PHlLLlPSON was t,lnable to'· i~entify ph'Qtograph~ of 
JAMES EARL RAY exhibit~d to b.:bn a~ being :ident·ical; witJ'l any'1>n~ 
observed by him at the ba~k ~t a~y tim~. 

Mr. A.G. ARB, Vie~~PJ-e~ident, J~ff~~son ~ Gravois 
Bank, who was contacted'by·SAA KlllN'Nlmt at th~ ba~k on Ma,y lf>, 
1968, ~dvised th~t ~e :i,S-,"Un~l;)l«;) tq. ;i.d;enti;fy photographs ot 
JAMES EARL RAY e~hibited. te him aE;i being id(:JntiQ~:l' with anyone" 
previously observe4 by bim. at tlJ,e bapk. · ' ., 

Photograpns·o-f RAY we:re ~lso ~Jill;l,bited to ~J'S. MELBA 
KOEHLER, Secretary, and also ~o Ur.~ CU,ARLES VO$EL,' E~e~qtive 
Vice-President, JeffersQn,'"" Gravoi,s :aa.n~, by SAA J<:l!iNl.{EDY c,n 
May l5, 1~68, but they were unabl~ to ident~ty p~otog~a.phs of 
the subject as being ide~tical with anyone pr~viously observed 
by them at the ban~. · · 

I 
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On 

by 

1 
Oat~ _,.,..,...._Ma..,... _Y.....,...~_2_,_1~9,..,.6_8 __ 

Records of the Jefferson~Gravois. ~ank of St. Louis, 
2604 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, tetepbone PR 1~8833, 
disclosed the following information with regard to~ re~ular 
joint checking ac~ount, accpv,nt n,um.bel;' 5l 69526, ~a:i,nta.ined there 
in the past ,in the name of JAMES L. OWENS. 

A signatur.e card discl,osec;l tnat thi$ account, a joint 
checking account of OWENS ~nd IPA B. OWENS, was opened August 9, 
1965, with a $100 initial deposit. The account was clo$ed February 
28, 1966. . 

OWENS' resi<Ience address was sbow:p. ~s 2241 Qregon Avenqe, 
St~ Louis, telephone TO 5-li79. The record sQoweq he was employed 
as a b~ber at th~ Belmor Barber Shop, address not show~; IDA~. 
OWENS was listed as a bous~wife. The record showed tuJiher that . 
they previously ban~ed at Lindell Trust Company, St. Loui~, Missou~i. 
OWENS' Missouri vehicle 'operator's license w~s shown as n~ber 0~37 · 
0831 1309 9516., Th~re was no record of any ~ccQ1,mt for subject, un~~~ 
his true name or known ~lj,ases, -

, These rec9rds may be obtaine~ .on issuance of a subpoen~ 
duces tecttn1 which should be directed to· Mr • . A. G. AltB, V~ce ~resid~nt,' 
Jefferson-Gravois Ban~. 

If{) 

5/16/68 . at St ... Louis, Missouri f-lle # SL 44.,..775 

SA HOWARD Co I<El'!NEDY (A) :p~w:hcv 5/16/68 
Dcite di ~tqted 

This document c;::ontains neither recommendations nqr conclusicms of the FBI. It 4111 the property o( the FBI 
your agency; it and its contents !Xre not to_ be di~tributeii outElide y·our !X~ency. . :<;ind ls lol!lned t9 
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Re : ALLEGED APPEARANCE OF, JAMES ~IU, RAY 
AT JEFFER$0N-GRAVOIS BANK'.; ST. l,OUIS, 
M.ISSOURI, lN SUMME1', 1967. 

Mr. A.G. ARB, Vice President, Jefferson-Gravois 
Ban~ of•· St. Lou;i.s, 2604 ·soutb Jefferson Avei,.ue, St. Louis, 
telephone PR 1-8833, on May 16,. 1968, made, available for 
examination records of this bank disclosing sales of travelers 
checks in the pe~iod from January l, 1967 through August 30, 
1967. It ;i,s noted that this bank sells travelers Ghecks of 
American Express Company, First National City Bank of ~ew York, 
and Bank of America~ These records, conststing of duplicate 
copies of the application for ttavelers checks signed PY the 
purchaser, did n&t displose the sale of any travelers cbeck to 
JAMES EARL RAY in his name or that of any of his known aliases, 
nor did ~he records disclose ar,,.y sale <;>l trflveler~ checks to JAMES 
OWENS, an associate of RAY. No trav~lers qh~cks sales were 
disclosed to JOHN RAY or CAROL PEPP~R, JAMES EARL RAY's Qrother 
and sister, respectively. 

F , 

;Mrs~ MARGARET HOLMES, teller, Jefferso11,-Gravois Bank, 
wllo handles tbe'sale of travelers checks at the ban,k, was unable 
to identify ~hotographs of JAMES EARL RAY exhibited to her 
May 16, 1968, by SA HOW~RD C. KENNEDY ~s being identical with 
anyone she has .. ever seen at the bank. 

I 
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1 Date _ __.5._---=2::..:3:o.-. -....;6=8=---~--

Records of the Manufacturer$ Bank and Trust Company 
of st. Louis, 1731 South Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri, tele~ 
phone MA 1-1230, disclosed the following infor~ation: 

The only available records in exi~tence at this time 
pertaining to sales of Travelers' Checks by Manufacturers 
Bank and Trust Company in 1959 are contained in a large bound 
journal or register listing sales of American Express Travelers' 
Checks in the period from June 9, 1942, to June 29, 1962. 
This register is comp~ised of 300 pages and it is being storeg 
for permanent retention. This register in the period August 
through December, 1958, and in the calendar year 1959 did 
not disclose any sale of Travelers 9 Checks to JAMES ~ARL RAY 
or JAMES L. OWENS nor did it show any sale listed in any of 
their known aliases. 

These records may be obtained on issuance of a sub­
poena duces tecum which should be directed to Mr. HARLEY E, 
SCHWERING, Senior Vice President, Manufacturers Bank and Trust 
Company, st. Louis. 

On 5-17-68 . at _S_t_._L_o_u_i_s..,_,_M_i_s_s"'""o_u_r_i ____ F-ile '#. SL 44,...775 

by _s_A_A_H_O_W_A_R_D_c_· _. _K_E_N_, N_E_D_Y_: _a_m_b ________ Date di cttated __ s_-_1_7_ ... _6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendation;s nor conclusions of the F'BI, It {s the property of the F'BI .c;md is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not t,;, be distributed outside your agency. 
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RE: ALLEGED BANK ACCOUNT OF JAMES EARL ltAY AND 
ALLEGED PURCHASE OF TRAVELERS' CHECKS AT MANU­
FACTUREitS BANK AND TRVST COMPANY OF ST. LOUIS, 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, IN 1959 

Mr. HARLEY E. SCBWEitING, Senior Vic~/ P~es;ident,. 
Manufacturers Bank and Trust Company of St. Lou;is, 1731 South 
Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri, who was contacted at the bank 
by SAA HOWARDC. KENNEDY on May 17, 1968, caused a search to 
be made of central files of this bank for any record of a 
checking, savings, or loan account,as well as any safe deposit 
box, in the names of JAMES EARL RAY and JAMES L. OWENS and 
all of their known aliases. In the course of this investi­
gation only one account believed pertine~t ~o this inv~~ti­
gaion was located~ This account wa13 in. the -name;,pf,: JAMES , , 
CARL O'CONNOR~ last known address 1727 Sou.th, 11th Street, 
St. Louis, Missouri. Prior investigation has di-sclosed that, 
the name of JAMES O'CONNOR has been used as an ali~s by JAMES 
EARL ltAY·and the address of 1727 South 11th. Street, st; Louis, 
Missouri, was a prior residence address of RAY's father, JERRY 
RAYNES, also known as JERRY RAYNS, and RAY's sister, Mrs. 
ALBERT (CAROL) PEPPER, who was then·known as CAROL RYAN •. 
Detailed information concerning this account is set forth 
elsewhere in this report. · 

The Bureau ~vised on May 27, 1968, that no l~tent finger­
print impress;ions were found on the s.ignature call.;'d of JAMES CAR.L 
O'CONNOR in connection with the above, account (said card being 
designated Q ~54 for identification purpQses) 1 and that because of 
the presence of some characteristics which wo~ld not be explained 
on the basis of the available kn<own writings of subjec"t, it could 
not be determined whether the "JAMES CARL O'CONNOR" signature on 
the ca~was prepared by the subject; however, significant 
similarities were noted between this questioned signature and the 
available know~ handwriting of RAY. 

1--/-3 
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1 -- Date ___ 5_·-_2_3_-_6_8 ___ _..;.,;:;... 

Mr. JOSEPH STAHLSCHMIDT, Audi,tor, Manufacturers 
Bank and-Trust Company of St. Louis, 1731 South'Broadway, 
St. Louis, Missouri, who was contacted at the bank, furnished 
the following information and records: 

A signature card executed on March 9, ;1,J~p9,. at, -.tae .. 
time a checking account was opened at this bank in -tb~- name 
of JAMES CARL O'CONNOR, 1820 South.1;2th Street,' ~nose aqdress 
was subsequently changed to 1818 South 12th Street, ail;d, them .. 
to 1727 South 11th Street, St. Louis, Missouri,,bea~~~,';the.~.1 · 
handwritten signature "JAMES CARL O'CONNOR, •. " It 1. is .beli~ved 
that .this is th.e only handwriting of O'CONNOR appearing on , 
this card, however,, the card contains fu1/ther. hanciw:r;-i tten , 
notations indicating that O'CONNOR had no telephop.e, a,:id that 
he was employed as an attendant at a service station, identity 
or location of which was not known. The card also showed 
that he had no former bank accounts. 

Mr. STAHLSCHMIDT made available for use in this 
investigation the original signature card. He requested that 
it be returned to this bank when it is no longer needed. 

On 5-17-68 at __ S_t_._L_o_u_is_,_.,-._M-i_s_s_o_u_r_i_· ___ f- ile fl. _s .... L_4_4_. _-_7_7_5 _____ _ 

SAA HOWARD C. KENNEDY:amb 5-17-68 
by -----------'--------------Date dictated ________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ts the property of the FBI .and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to. be distributed outside your agency, 
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1 Date __ 5_-_2_3_-_6_8 _____ _ 

Records of the Manufacturers Bank·and Trust Company 
of St. Louis, 173i South Broadway, St. Louis,' Missouri; tele­
phone MA 1-1230, disclosed the following information: 

A checking account, known as a per~onal check plan, 
was opened by an individual using the name JAMES ,CARt O'CONNOR 
at this bank March 9, 1959, with an initial deposit of $159. 
This account was closed July 20, 1959, by a withdrawal of 
$4. 

When the accou~t. wa~, ini ti-~lly( .qp~_ned, O'!C~N_NbR ~$~4 
the r_esidence address 1820 .Sout~ 12tJ:,. Str~et:, ~t;., ~oui~-, Mis~ 
souri, but subsequently his, address was changed to 1818 South 
12th Street, St. Louis, and.then it was again changed to 1727 
South 11th Street, St. Lo~lis, Missouri. , . 1 

This account showed the following additional deposits 
on the dates indicated: 

Date Amount of Deposit 

March 10, 1959 $ 40 
March 13, 1959 40 
March 18, 1959 30 
March 20, 1959 40 
March 26, 1959 370 
April 14, 1959 100 
May 14, 1959 150 
June 2, 1959 42 
June 9, 1959 30 
June 10, 1959 10 
June 17, 1959 .,, '· 10 .- ,·,' .. 

· l "\ f. ·: 

The account showed withdrawals or charges ranging 
in amount between $4 and $600. Microfilm records disclosed 
photographs of the face side only of the following-described 
checks drawn against this account: 

11-5 

On 5-17-68 at St. Louis, Missouri F-ile # SL 44-775 

SAA HOWARD C. KENNEDY:amb 5-17-68 by ______________________ Date dictated ________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI .and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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Date --·-
March 25, 1959 
March 26, 1959 
April 10, 1959 

, April. 26, 1959 
May 1, 1959 
May 4, 1959 
May 9, 1959 
May 12, 1959 
May 21, 1959 
June 19, 1959 
June 23, 1959 
June 27, 1959 
June 30, 1959 
July 12, 1959_ 

Payee 

Yo P. WEBBE. 
" 

CAROL RYAN 

Standard Auto Parts 
JAMES CARL O'CONNOR 
CAROL RYAN 
JAMES CARL O'CONNOR 

" 
ti 

" 
Carson-Union-May-Stern 
JAMES CARL O'CONNOR 
.CAflOL1_ RYAN, . _, '. . \ , '! : r r · 

Amount --
$ 50 

600 
6 
6 

20 
40 

6 
30 
50 

100 
36 

4 
30 

.' .,4.,, ;·•>: • 1' 

. , .) ! . ', • , , °i ~ ! ·, • I • ' ~ , , , ( : ,. • 

Only one check item was not located on microfilm 
records, this being a $30. wi tndrawal on June, 2., 1~59 .- ,-

• J ,, • ' ' •• 

These records may b~, obtained Qll issµa.nce of a 
subpoena duces tecuni which should be directed t;o Mr. HARLEY 
E. SCHWERINGj Senior Vice President of the Bank. 
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RE: 1959 ASSOCIATE 
VINCENT P. WEBBE 

______ _l___ __ - - _l - ll I 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs THOMAS L. BUCKLEY and CHARLES S. DUKE at St. Louis, 
Missouri, on May 20, 1968: 

ANTHONY GROCHOWSKiy 1111 Delmar, advised that he 
was the brother-in-law of VINCF,N'T P. WEBBE, who died a year 
or more ago. GROCHOWSKI stated that in the years in,unediately 
prior to his death WEBBE had been a bondsman. GROCHOWSKI 
suggested that his wife, EVA WEBBE GROCHOWSKI, would be 
able to furnish more details regarding VINCENT WEBBE and that 
she could be located at 1431 Chouteau. 

On May 20, 1968, EVA WEBBE GROCHOWSKI advised that 
her brother, VINCENT P. WEJBBE, died June 28, 1967. She 
stated that sh- had been rather closely associated with her 
brother and frequently kept bond re.c9rds for him.. She, advised 
that he only sig;)ed. police co1,1rtbori4s and never to hei: knowledge 
signed a bond fqr any substan:t;ial ·amount of money. -According 
to GROCHOWSKI,. 'WEBBE was in the egg and poultry business in 
S:t. Louis from 19~1 to 1941.and that after 1941 h~ lived 
a life of semi-retirement; the bonding business being- only 
a sideline. She stated that VINCENT WEBBE was in ill health 
for about six years before his death and during that time 
seldom left home. · · 

According to GROCHOWSKI 9 ANN WEBBE, VINCENT~s wife, 
still resides at 1114 Delmar but she stated that ANN WEBBE 
does not read or write English and doubts that any information 
could be obtained from her if she were contacted. 

She stated that her brother kept rather.casual records 
of his bonding business and she has no idea where these 
records could be located today. 

GROCHOWSKI advised that the name JAMES ~RL 0°CONNOR 
is entirely unfamiliar to her and she cannot recall a transaction 
between any such person and her brother amounting to $600. 
She examined photographs of JAMES ~RL RAY and stat~d that he was 
entirely unknown to her. She also advtsed that the name JAMES 
EARL RAY and his known aliases are unfamiliar to her. 

1-/7 

'1 ' 
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RE: 1959 ASSOCIATE 
VINCENT P. WEBBE 

l" 

"The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs THOMAS L. BUCKLEY and CHARLES S. DUKE at St. Louis, 
Missouri, on May 20, 1968: 

ANTHONY GROCHOWSKI 9 1111 Delmar, advised that he 
was the brother-in-law of VINCENT P. WEBBE, who died a year 
or more ago. GROCHOWSKI stated that in the years inµnedi~tely 
prior to his death WEBBE had been a bondsman. GROCHOWSKI 
suggested that his wife, EVA WEBBE GROCHOWSKij would be• 
able.to furnish more details regarding VINCENT WEBBE and that 
she could be located at 1431 Chouteau.· 

0~ May 20, 1968 9 EVA WEBBE GROCHOWSKI advised that 
her brother, VINCENT P. WEBBE 9 dH~Jd June 28, 1967; · She 
stated that she had been rather closely associated with her 
brother ancl. frequently kept bond re.c9rds for him. She, advised 
that he only S,ig~ed police coµrt.1 boncJ,s and never to. hel'.' 'knowledge 
signed a bond fqr any sub:stan~ial amount of money. -According 
to GROCHOWSKI~ WEBBE was in the egg and poultry business in 
St. Louis from 19~1 to 1941.and that after 1941 he lived 
a life of semi-retirement; the bonding business being- only 
a sideline. She stated that VINCENT WEBBE was in ill health 
for about six years before his death· and during that time 
seldom left home. · · 

Ac~ording to GROCHOWSKI,.ANN WEBBE, VlNCENTvs wife, 
still resides at 1114 Delmar but she stated that ANN WEBBE 
does not read or write English and doubts that any information 
could be obtained from her if she we·re contacted. 

She stated that her brother kept rather.casual records 
of his bonding business and she has no idea where these 
records could be located today. 

GROCHOWSKI advised that the name JAMES tARL OfCONNOR 
is entirely unfamiliar to her and she cannot rieca.11 a transaction 
between any such person and her brother amounting to $600. 
She examined photographs of JAMES pRL RAY and stated that he was 
entirely unknown to her. She also advised that the name JAMES 
EARL RAY and his known aliases are unfamiliar to her. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



____ lL_ 

1 
s'L: 44-775 '· 
TLB:pdp 

RE: FELLOW INMATE 
ANDREW WILSON_DE CORE; also known as 
Blackie DeCore~ 
DeCora 

IL _.c ____ _L 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs THOMAS L. BUCKLEY and CHARLES S. DUKE at St. Louis, 
Missouri, on May 20 9 1968: '' 

Mrs. MARY LOUISE SAWYER 9 1517.A Cora 9 advised 
that she has worked as a nurse at St. Louis City Hospital #1, 
1515 Lafayette, for approximately four years. She stated 
that she met ANDREW WILSON DE CORE apout two years ago when 
he was a patient at that hospital. He was confined _to the 
hospital for a considerable length of time because of a 
broken arm and broken leg. Mrs. SAWYER advised that after 
his release from the hospital a~d his subsequent return to 
the Missouri State Prison at Jefferson City she wrote to 
him a number of times. SAWYER advised that she was not 
aware that DE CORE had been released from prison and stated 
that she has no idea of DE CORE's present whereabouts. Mrs. 
SAWYER examined photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that 
he was entirely unknown to her. She also stated ,·that'none 
of RAY 0 s aliases were familiar to her. 
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Date ____ M_a_y_l_3_,_1_9_6_8_ 

JOHN PAUL VELANTI was re-interviewed at the 
St. Louis Office of the Federal ~ureau of Investigation 
and furnished the following information: 

He described JAMES Wo BROWN of Birmingham, Alabama, 
as a good friend with whom he 9'celledl" and also 9vtook care 
oftv in Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP). He de:s:cribi,ed 
BROWN as a .friend! who would have no reason to lie about him. 
He first met BROWN in the MSP at Jefferson City, Missouri, 
although they were previously in tlhl.e Kansas City Jail at 
the same time but occupied different tanks. He associated 
with BROWN while both were inmates at the MSP and after 
both had been transferred to the minimum security prison 
at -Moberly, Missouri. 

V:{i'/1:AN'I'I,1 denied recalling alfiy" conversations; .~hate,ver 
with subject JA:ME:S EARL RAY alllld still :.a.nsists he doe\; not 
know subject RAY. 

VELANTI admitted running a poker game and lottery 
at M:SP and in this capacity had numerous in.mates working 
for him in various halls at the penitentiary. He knew all 
of these individual~ personally and recalls their names. 
He specifically mention~d one ~uch i~dividual ·as BILL KAUFFMAN. 
He specifically recalled that subject RAY did not work for 
him and recalled no inmate at the MSP with either first or 
last name RAY with whom he assoc.iated or coID1versed at length. 

He denied pl~nning or executing a burglary or 
robbery of the oil company or any other est~blishment in 
Atlanta, Georgia 9 and advis~d that if he had pulled such a job 
it would have been alone~ 

' 
i. 

He ·denied ev~r having lived in Atlanta but.-. reca-lled 
having stayei'd tbere overnight on a ecuple of occasiicm.s when 
driving througho 

VELANTI stated he married his wife, BE'rTYE 9 nee 
PRITCHARD 1 in 1965 in Juar~z 9 Mexicoo He has no information 
whatever concerning her present whereabouts. Her last addre~s 
known to him was 1270 Chaney Drive 9 Bossier City, Louisiana. 
VELANTI 9 s son, JAMES 9 by a previous marriage to SHIRLEY HOLSTEIN 

1-/- fj 
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was killed at the,age of 15 in a car wreck in 1962 in Atlanta. 
VELANTI was married to SHIRLEY HOLSTEIN in Cleveland, Ohio, 
in 1948 and they were divorced around 1950. He stated this 
son never resided with his present wifep BETTYE. 

VELANTI emphatically denied being questioned 
while :in Jail at Kansas City or at tlle :MSP concerning 
any gangster in the Kansas City area.' He was questioned 
by Detective HATFIEID, Kans~s City Police Department, in 
_regard to the of.,fense for which he was convicted in Kansas 
City. This was on a charge of armed robbery of one JOHN 
RINGO who at that ti~e operated the Drake Hotel in.Kansas City. 
VELANTI stat_ed he was :not gui 1 ty of this robbery; however, 
he took a "'bum rap" in the matter rather th.an divulge ·his· 
act ua 1 whereabouts and the perso~ or persons with whbm heF was 
associated at the time the robbery was committed •.. , The other 
violation, accQrding to VELANTI,,was .in the State of Kansas 
and he would probably have received more time than the 20 
years he got in Missouri. He also was of the opinion at the 
time that he could beat the rap i~ Mtssouri. 

VELA~TI refused to discuss .his actual whereabouts 
at tbe time ~f the Drake Hotel robbery 9 the violation ib 
which he was involved, or the person ·or persons with whom he 
was associated in this matter. He st.ated any i~vestigation 
in this matter coul4 possibly jeopardize his present parole 
status even thougb. the Statut~ of Limitations bas run on tbat 
crime. -: 

VELANTI denied any ktiowledge of the connecti.on 
between New Orle'ans gangsters ·and gangsters in Kam~as City. 
He·stated ne''has no relatives residing in Baton R9uge, Louisiana, 
or Atlanta, Geor~ia. 

. VELANTI admitted having con$idered attempting to 
escape from the M~P but never planne~ such an es~ape with 
any accomplice. He denied ever having heard of a prisoner's 
plan to escape to Li~eria Qr having a place ne could hiQe out 
in a cave in Virginia& · 

Subsequent to the assassination of President JOHN F. 
KENNEDY~ VELANTI admits fighting with a fellow pri~H>ner outside 

~~--,----------,---------,----------- -
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the Catholic chapel at the MSP be~ause of a derogatory 
statement made by this prisoner concerning P:resident 
KENNEDY as a' Catholic. He does not recall the name of 

·this prisoner and no charges were filed in connection 
with the incident. He denied t~at this individual could 
have been subject JAMES EARL RAY. ije does recall Father 
SCHAFER was at that time the Chaplain but understands that 
Father SCHAFER now has a parish in Californiag MissQuri. 
The abo~e-described incident took place at the MSP in 
1963. . . 

VEIJ\NTI :recalled tb.a.t when:he was in the MSP· 
A ·Ball was occqpied by Negroes; how~ver, he understands 
it now house$ trustees. · 

VELANTJ stated he could .recall many prisoners 
making derogatory rem.arks concerning Negroes but he advised 
that inasmuch as he is CathQlic, derogatory rem.arks regarding 
Catholics were not made in his presence. 

When'questioned concerning any individuals who might 
dislike him and furnish false information concerning his 
alleged association.with RAYj. VELANTI mentioned the following 
individuals: · 

.JOHNNY SHELTON, white, male, age 2~, believed 
presently bac~ in MSP on an armed robbery charge fro~ 
Kansas City, M_issouri; 

. MI~E NOVOGRADIC (pbon~t.ic), white, male, age 26, 
believed to be doing 25 years at MSP on a charge of :assault 
and molestation from Kansas City; 

"BUGA RED" TOWNSEND, wJ;lite, male, doing life at 
MSP for killing a priest. 
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JOHN PAUL VELANTI upon re-interview on May 1~, 
1968, stated· after considering the matter he now recalls 
one JIMMY RAYE (phonetic), a wld te male, age 27, 6' l.", 
150 pounds, left handed, who was somewhat active in 
gambling activities at the Missouri State Peniteµtiary 
(MSP). This individual was also a basketball player 
at the institution. RAYE is still believed to be at 
MSP and at one time an older brother, believed to be 
LARRY RAYE, was an inmate at the penitentiary. VELANTI 
is of the opinion this RAYE may be confused with subject 
JAMES EARL RAY by the person furnishing information ;regarding 
an association between him_ and subject_ RAYo ,_ - · 

VELANTI recalled JIMMY RAYE (phonetic) having 
been in trouble in ccmnection· with a gamb_ling debt Qwed to 
TEX MARTIN, JSP inmate 1 described as a white male doing 
a 25 year se~tence from Kansas City on a rape charge. 
MARTIN was a,i:~o active in running gambling games. VELANTI 
pursuaded MARTIN to "lay offn RAYE in conne1ction with1,:tne 
gambling debt owed him. He f~rther recalled .this incident 
having taken p1ace in 1963 or 1964 at which t,ime JIMMY RAYE 
was housed in C Hall while he, VELANTI, was residing iffn:· -. ' 
G Hall. _. r,, -· 

VELANTI stated his wife's true name ~t the•:~t'imet:he 
married her was BETTYE PITTARD. While in MSP he cor·te"spanded 
with her unde;r thisf name as well as under the names DETT,EE 
PRITCHARD, B·ETTYE PE.TERSON and BErTYE VELANTI. He was nG>t 
positive but believed her maid.en name to ~e PETERSON. His 
wife under the .name BETTYE PITTARD was em.ployed for s.everal 
years as a key punch operator for the Louisiana - Ark,ansas 
Railroad at both their Shreveport and Atl~nta offices". Her 
parents and relatives are believed to reside in Atlant'a. ffe 
recalled that BETTYE was at one time a member of the ,downtown 
branch of the -Alcoholics Anonymous Club in Shreveport, Louisiana. 
She also may have been a member of Alcoholics Anonymous in 
Atlanta. 

Wit_h respect to a date on which he could have been 
involved committing a crime in Atlanta, VELANTI advised he 
was released 'lr5>m the penitentiary at Leavenworth., K~H;1sas,,., 
on July 27, 1958, and picked up in Kansas City on February 9, 
1959. During .the period between these two dates he spent most 

5:i_ 
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of his time as an employee of the Mo~te Young Carnival 
which. operates out of Salt.Lake City: This carnival was 
operated by a female 9 one NINA (iast name unknown). 
During this employment VELANTI worked under the name and 
Social Security Number of a sheep herder by the name·· of 
WREZ XYLOIX (:pronounced RAY ZELWAH) • When the carnival 

j ,. 

closed the season in October he went to Shreveport, Louisiana, 
where he resiqed with his wife 9 BE'I'TYE 9 until the tim~ he 
was picked up in February 1959 in Kansas City. He stated 
that he used the name XYLOIX in order to avoid possible 
arrest in the State of Oregon.: where he was wanted for 
investigation armed robbery; ''He advised that Oregon had 
placed a detainer against him• upon,his release from 
Leavenworth, but that he had ''beat'v this detainer at Leavenworth, 
Kansas 9 and was never retur~ed to Oregono 

During the course of the interview VELANTI mentioned 
the name of a former MSP inmate presently in the St. Louis 
a.rea 9 one JAMES CARPENTERP who might be in a position to 
furnish information concerning activities of subject RAY in 
the MSP. . . 

f; 
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l Date J,l]&),J 23 2 1968 

JOHN PAUL VELA.NT! called to indicate his concern that 
individuals, 'i!.mknown to him, had, linked hialll name with that <>f 
subject RAY, whom he c~uld not actually recall. He expresse~ 
the opinion that cettain ;individuals ~ould like to see him. 
charged with violating his par4>le and returneid to the Misso~ri 
State Penitentiary to "get.even with liimn f~:ir tllings he h~d· 
not done. · · · · 

He expressed a desire to cooperate in any way in 
connection with this investigation and mentioned he had 
v.isited with another former inmate at the •Missouri st·ate 
'Penitent:b.ry who cla:.bned he had seen ainibject JAMES EARL RAY,' 

· 'in st., Louis approximately tw(O weeks after the escape of RAY 
from the Mis~ouri State Penitentiary o He declined tic» ide:iortify 
this person over the telephone but advised he.might .furnish 
this individua1°s name in a per$QDal i,nte~view at a later 
timeo -

VELANTI indicated that :in the'conversation with 
fuis individual they discu~sed the fact that RAY was supp~sed 
to have walked out of the Missouri Stsi.te Penitent·tat1 with 
visitors 9 rather th~n hawing e~caped c@nc~aled in a bread boxo 
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On 

1 Date ___ M_i_::y_2_4_9.__l_9_6_8 __ 

Jbij. PlUJL_,_ VALENTI -a.~ai~ -~;&led -the Sit .. - Loilis _ Federal 
Bureau I of Investigation Office- to -p:iromiJ,e- h.:is: conti'.irmed CO'F;' 

operation and iiu:a'icate- a' continuing feeling. ii;), app~ehension 
thatsomething might happe:n .which might possibl.y -lead to the 
revocation of .his pa~ole-., ·· - - -· 

- VALENTI me:mti@~~-d. -·in the"conversati-0n -th.tiit ~e:~::a.nd 
JA.MES H., CARPENTER iiacf ·visited JOHN EUGENE CMJIRON 'on th~ -­
previous night .. He'statedGAWRON mentioned lbl.e had been talking 
to the FBI O ~ • "' • 

VALENTI advised :,that both he arid' CARPENTER belie'1ed 
that after having visited with GAWRON that GAWRON probably 
harbored siubject RAY __ after his e~cape ._from the Miss:0uri State 
Penitentiary. VALENTl 9 however 9 state~ i;hat GAWRON' made no 

au.ch admission in any statement actualiy ·~ad,e by hbrt' .. 

VALE!fl! promised to be alert for any information 
which might be of value in efforts to locate ~ubject RAY .. · 

\ I 

-! 
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1 Da~ May 31, 1968 

JOHM PAUL VELANTI, presently residing 3420 Cumberland, 
Maplewood, was interviewed at the St. Louis Office.. He. reiterated 
information previously furnished that he could not recall any speciflQ 
instance in which he met subject JAMES EARL RAY while in the Mis$ouri 
State Penitentiary (MSP) although he may have done so~ He ~lso 
advised he had no contact with subject RAY prior to his incarcera­
tion in the MSP or since his release from that institution~ 

He denied that he had recently obtained a revolver 
from any source and stated that if JIMMY CARPENTER had obtained 
a gun he knew nothing about it. He went on to state that he was 
doing everything within his power to avoid violating his parole 
and that obtaining a gun of any kind would be an extremely foolish 
act on his part. 

With respect to his activities since his release from 
MSP on March 21, 1967, he stated he came i1l!liU11P.ediately to Ste Louis, 
Missouri, and for a short period of time was emp:twed by the Baris 
FUl.rniture Company at 11th and Delmar. He resided for a period of 
time at Dismas House located at Ninth and Cole. Around May 3-or 4, 
1967, he obtained employment from the Bardgett Printing and Publishing 
Company, 2035 Delmar, where he worked until he was laid off 1 n 
December, 1967. Although he wa~ employed steadily at the publishing 
company, he worked. part time on a desk job at Dismas House and also 
worked as a night c@ok ~uite a bit at John Clatto's Place located 
at Eighth and Delmare He sta~ted working part time as a radio 
announcer in October, 1961 at Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville, 
Illinoiw 1 and is presently employed full time as a radio announcer 
there ., 

VELANTI advised that a former il!'rullllate of the MSP one RUSSELL 
BRA.WNEN advised him in a conversation two or three weeks ago that 
he, BRANNEN, had on one occasion observed subject RAY in st. Louis 
subsequent to his escape from the MSP. BRANNEN stated that this was 
appr<r»xim.a tely ten days after RAY' s esca.pe and he saw him in the 
vicinity of the 1800 block of Mi$sissippi Street in South Stg Louis. 
He went on to say that BRANNEN made the statement that RAY did not 
escape from the MSP in a bread truck as generally reported but walked 

~;ay from the. institution with a group of visitors who were leavinga 
According to VELANTI, BRANNEN did not indicate he knew of any particular 
individual who might have--a-:;rr:listed RAY in this escapee He could not 
furnish the exact address of BRANNEN but stated he believed he was 
still on parole to M'issau:rd, State parole. off] cers i !f)i St, Loni s, 
Missouri areae 

On 5/29/68 at Maplewood, Missouri rile # SL: 44-775 
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VELANTI was questioned concerning the present whereabouts 
of JIMMY CARPENTER and he stated that although he had not seen 
JIMMY' in several days he understood he was still residing at 1817 
Rutger· using the name JOHN MEZZO and employed as a cook at Clatto's 
located at Eighth and Delmar. He adv!~ed he had leai;-ned CARP;ENTER 
~Y.---U.·v·~, entered the st. Louis City Hospital to have an eye operj;l.tio,n 
but had been unable to locate h~m. and he also state_d that CJ\.RPENTF;R 
had not reported to work for the last two nights at Clatids Restaura~t. 
He promised to locate CARPENTER as soon as possible and have him call 
the St. LOllll.iS FIB! Office. 

VELANTI advi.sed. upon questioni!Ol.g that he had heard nothing 
whatsoever which wol;i.ld indicate to him that subject JAMES EAaL RAY 
might have been involved in the artl'M:)d. i;>obhery of the Al ton, Ill:i.n.o;is., 
Bank which occurred in July4 1967e 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (2); 
BANK OF ALTON, ILLINOIS 
July ·13, 1967 
ST. LOUIS FILE: 91-3877 

The following investigation was conducted by SA CLETIS 
B .. 1B3IDEWELL at St.· Lciruis, Missouri,· on May 29, 1968: 

BOB TYLER, Personnel Manager ~f Ba~dgett Printing and 
Publishing Company, 2035 Delmar, advised after check~ng his records 
that JOHN P. VELA.NT.:¼ obtained employment at his concern through 
Dismas House on .April 5, 1967, and that his employment was terminated 
on December 5, 1967, due to reduction·in t~e work force. He stated 
that VELANTI's work as a print:i.ng estima,ter was very satisfactory 
a~d th~t he attended night $Chool during the period of his employment 
t@ i~crease his efficiency in this capacity. 

Mr. TYLER advised that the employment records for that 
col!.11.cerl!.11. for July 13, 19671 reflect that VELA.NT! punched in for work 
at '1:49 AM and punched out for lunch. at ll:59 AM. He punched back 
ill for work at 12:47 PM and punched out at the end of the d~y at 
6:03 PM: 0 

Xt is noted that the robbery of the Bank of Alton, Illinoi~, 
Ol!.11. July 13, 1967, was committed at 1:35 PM.-
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Date ___ M_a_y_1_4_, __ 1_9_6_8 __ 

JAMES (JIMMY) H0 CARPENTER; former Missouri 
State Penitentiary (MSP) number 01761, presently residing 
1817 Rutger Street, St. Louis, Missouri. was interviewed 
on May 12, 1968. CARPENTER was born I I at 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. On May 1, 1967, ne was re1easea on 
parole from the MSP, Jefferson City, Missouri. 

On June 1, 1967, CARPENTER was arrested iij 
St. Louis, Missouri, on a charge of armed robbery and 
although not convicted on this charge he remained in the 
St. Louis City· Jail for approximately nin~ months before 
being released at- the time of his trial. r~ 

Shortly after his release from MSP CARPE:NTER 
advised he me:t subject JAMES EARL RAY on the· street i~ the 
1800 block of' Sout'h 11 t);l Street and conversed with h-iin for 
a few minutes. According to CARPENTER, this da·te would have 
been around May 11~ 1967 9 since he rec~lls he obtained employment 
on that date.in· St. Louis. At the time of th.is first contact 
subject RAY was wearing a mustache and mentioned the" fact that 
he was "hot" and ha~ to be careful. He was dressed in a 
sweater and dark trousers and this visit with subject RAY 
was very short. ·· 

CARPENTER recalled seeing RAY on another occasion 
on the street in the 1800 block of South 11th Street thie~ 
or four days later. On this occasion be and $Ubject RAY 
had a beer together in a tavern believed to be lqcat~~ on the 
west side of t'he street in the 1800 block. Subject RAY 
stated he was·broke and CARPENTER loaned n.:tm. $10. RAY 
also mentioned ·he needed a Hrod" to get hold of some.money and 
CARPENTER told ,him he was trying to go straight, ha.cf no 
pistol, and would not try to get one. 

CARPENTER'.m.entioned he saw RAY on one other occasion 
two or three dWJ.ys l~ter in approximately the same location·. 
At this time he, CARPENTER, .was in an automobile and RAY was 
on t~e street. He wa$ of the opinion that RAY did not see 
him on this occasion. According to CARPENTER, although he does 
not recall the exact words of the conversation he got the 
impression from RAY that he was going to pull a holdup or 
robbery of some kind in St. Louis to get some money and then 
travel to the east side or somewhere in Illinois where he had 
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friends or relatives. He stated these individuals were 
not specifically mentioned but he got this impression 
from conversing with subject RAY. 

I --- _ __ I 

CARPENTER advised subject RAY furnished no information 
concerning where he was staying in St. Louis and made no 
mention of associates or relatives with whom he might be 
associated or living. CARPENTER stated he ~id not observe 
RAY in company with any other individual on any of the 
above-mentioned occasions. He did state that RAY mentioned 
in the conversation that he vvwalked out 91 of the MSP w.ith 
a group of vis:i tors from the outside. It was CARPEN'r;ER' s­
understanding that t-his was in connection with a balf'·game 
that had been p,layed at the penitentiary and that the date, approxi­

.;'·ffl!rt~ly,_. RAY walked away was April 24, 1967. CARPENTER 
· was questioned :s'pecifically concerning any information 

he might bave •s to the identity of any individual assisting 
suibject RAY in his escape and he stated he could furnish 
no information,wbatever in this regsipect. He further stated 
he has not seen subject RAY since around May 18, 1967, and 
is not in possession of any information concerning his 
possible whereabouts since that time. 

CARPENTER advised he recalled subject RAY very well 
from his association with him at the MSP. He described RAY 
as a v'lonerv' who participated in gambling in the penitentiary. 
He stated 9 however, that RAY spent so much of his time in 
solitary confinement due to his attempts to escape that he 
did not have much opportunity to participate in these.activities. 
He advised that he was as close to RAY as anyone in the 
penitentiary and recalled that RAY took narcotics, and often 
came to his 9 CARPENTER 0 s, cell to converse and offer narcotics 
to CARPENTER. With regard to RAY 9 s closest associate at 
MSP, CARPENTER advised that he was as close to RAY as any 
inmate. He went on to state that based on this association 
and his general.knowledge of RAY it was hard for h;i.m to imagine 
RAY being involved in the MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying. In· 
this respect he stated he did not feel RAY would be motivated 
by animosity toward Dr. KING and was not the type of individual 
who would be trusted by people wanting to dispo~e of KING. 
He knew of no connections that RAY had while in' MSP which 
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would afford him access to information regarding a planned 
assassination of Dr. KING. It is CARPENTER's opinion 
that if RAY made such connections he did so while on the 
run,subsequent to his escape. 

·, ~ . 

CARPEXiTER recalled an inmate at MSP known as 
(first name unknown) COOLEY (phonetic) described as 
white male 9 45 years old at the present time~ 6 9 ~ali, 

· 150 pounds, slender b~ild, black hair. He stated this 
individual walked with a noticeable limp~ believed to be 
in his right leg, and that the right leg was curved out 
noticeably. He advised that COOLEY was an inmate at MSP 
on two separate occasions. He believes that COOLEY was 
last. released prior to 1960 when subject RAY entered MSP. 
COOLEY worked in the penitentiary kitchen. He described 
COOLEY as a t'fanatic". CARPENTER could relate no specific 
circumstances on·which he based his opinion that COOLEY· 
was· a fan.atic 9 or what COOLEY was fanatical about. CARPENTER 
merely stated tij.at COOLEY had uway outtv ideas~ and that he 9 

COOLEY, attempted to appear as an intellectual. He recalled 
that COOLEY read"'·science and sex books,continually. Inasmuch 
as COOLEY 9 s last .release was prior to subject RAY 9 s incar­
ceration at MSP~_CARPENTER does not believe there was any· 
association between subject RAY and this: COOLEY. CARPENTER 
knows of no organizat~on known as COOLEY 9 s organizat±'on (fr:•; 
any group headed by COOLEY. v, 

During the interview CARPENTER mentioned an individual 
known to him as JACK (last name unknown) who in May of 1967 
was·in charge of ·a rooming house at 1805 South 11th Street. 
CARPENTER met this individual while incarcerated in St. Louis 
eu1bsequent to his· arrest on June 1, 1967. It was his recollection 
that JACK (last name unknown) was arrested on June 2, '1967, 
suspected of burglary of a tavern loca.ted near his residence 
at 1805 South 11th. · 

,] .I 

During ~onversation with JACK (last name unknown), 
who was described as a white male, age 70, sv tall, 200 pounds, 
gray hair, subject RAY was discussed. Although JACK did not 
specifically say so, CARPENTER got the· impreasion th.at RAY 

---------------- i----
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was probably living with him or staying part-time wi t.h 
him at · 1805 South 11th. He also recalled JACK menti,pning 
subject having a brother residing somewhere. in the general, 
area. Although CARPENTER could not recall the brother's 
name he thought it to 'be JOHNo JACK (last name unknown) 
advised it was his understanding that subject RAY, who was 
well known to him, was believed to have walked away from 
the penitentiary ,following a ball game. 

It was CARPENTERQs understanding that JACK (last 
name unknown) had never done a~y time in Missouri but had 
spent approximately 29 years in penitentiarys in Illinois 
on charges of safe cracking, robbery.and so forth. At the 
time JACK was arrested in St. Louis on June 2, 1967, .he was 
extremely worried because his parole out of Illinois did 
not expire for a period of two, or. ·three more weeks. ' ' 

' 

CARPENTER stated that during his incarcera~ion 
at MSP he 9'ran the g;'to.ren for qu.ite a period of time. He 
is presently em:ployed as a cook for . JOHNNY CLAYTO at ·tsth 
and Delmar Stre.ets and plans to enter the St. Louis C'ity 
Hospital in the near future for an eye operation to remove 
cataracts. About the time CARPElif1"ER saw subject RAY in 
St. Louis he was employed for a short period of time as 
a cook in a cafeteria located in the Mart Building in St. Louis. 
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Date ___ J_u_n_e_2_4_.~_1_9_6_8 __ 
l 

JAMES (JIMMY) Eo CARPENTER was interviewed at the 
Standard Service Station· located on the south.east corner of 
18th and Clark Streets where he spends most of his time. He 
still resides at 181'7 Rutger Streetjl St. Louis. He has-made 
arrangements to enter the St. Louis City Hospi"t;atjl located on 
Lafayette Street, i~ the near future to bave a~ ~y~~pperation 
for the removal of· cataracts. · ·' ·. 

' r 
With reference 'to subject JAMES EARL. RAY 9 ,.CARPENTER 

reiterated information previously furnished in this matter. 
He stated RAY walked away from the Missouri State Penitentiary 
in the afternoon of April 23 1 1967, and he, C~RPENTER, was 
released on May 1~ 1967. Ap~roximately two weeks·subsequent 
to his release he v:isited briefly with subject -RAY qn· South 11th 
Street· in St. Lou.isr '6n two different occasions,~ _ On, 1the second 
occasion he had a drink with RAY in a bar 9 name unrecalled, in 
the 1800 block of South 11th and he loaned RAY $10 since he 
stated he was in need of money. RAY i~dicated he planned to 
obtain a gun possibly in. East St. Lou.is, Illinois, and make a 
g'scoren · in the near future. 

CARPENTER in his brief visits with RAY got the impression 
RAY was living with some of his relatives not far from the 1800 
block of So-uth lltlhlj) :although RAY did il:ilOt actually make a :statement 
to that effect. 

CARPENTER stated that subject might have been residing 
with JACK GAWRON, who.resided in that area 9 but neither RAY 
nor GAWRON ever made a definite statement indicating that RAY 
was living with GAWRO'W. . . 

CARPENTER repeated information previously.furnished 
·that although he co~siders himself one of subject RAY's closest 
friends in the MissQuri s·tate Pelrlli tentiary 9 he )iiever-1 heard him 
make any statements either in the penitentiary 'or after his 
escape that would link him in any way with the MARTIN LU'i'HER 
KING slaying. He went on to state that he felt certain that if 
RAJl is involved it i~ through RAY's ~fforts to obtain money and 
not through any idealistic feelings or hate feel:i':ilgs that he 
might harbor. 

CARPENTER ~xhibited a cooperative attitude and promised 

lo3 

On6/21/68 at __ S_t_._L_o_u_·1._· s_ll _M_· _i_s_s_o_u_r_i ___ f- i le g __ S_L_· : __ 4_4_-_7_7_5 ___ --

SA CL.ETI:S Bv BIDEWELL 
bySA WILLIA~ H* WARFIELD CBJB~pdp Date dictated ____ 6-'-/_2_4_/_6_8_ 
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to call the St. Louis Federal Bureau. of Jni,~stigation Office 
immediately in the event he obtains any information which 
might be of value in determini-ng how subject RAY might have come 
in possession of money he reportedly spent during the period 
subsequent to hi$ escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary 
and prior to his recent apprehension in London 9 England. 
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The following investigation was conducted on 
May 23 , 1968, by SA ALBERT ~Jo RUSHING: 

Mrs. MARYL. GROSS, Chief Clerk 9 St. Louis City Jail, 
exhibited a jail record reflecting the following information: 

JAlV.iES H,. CARPEN'TER, 2312 Park 9 age 56 9 a laborer 9 

entered City Jail on June 5 9 1967 9 on charges of carrying a 
concealed we a pcm and robbery with a dangerous and deadly 
weapon. On September 29j 1967 9 the ~harge of carrying a con­
cealed weapon was removed when CARPEN'fER wa:s fo'Und not gu:ilty 
by a jury on that charge. On Febru~ry 16, 1968 9 he was sen= 
tenced to one year in the City .Jail (.jail time allowed). He 
was released from City Jail by parole on March 1, 1968. 
CARPENl'ER indicated his nea1·e:st relative w~:s his wife LOIS. 

Mrf5. GRO;S:S 1S,dvi:sed that tlh,e r®<e\Oll''d referred to above 
clearly reflects that CARPENTER was teontitri.'Uously iD'.llcarcerated 
from June 5 9 1967j to March 1 9 1968. 
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On 

l Date May 22, 1968 

JOSEPH H. MC COR~ICK 9 2115~ Park, Apartment #5, 
was interviewed ~this pla~e of employme~ty Bee Line Truck= 
ing Company~ 718 South 7th Streetj St. Louis~ Missouri. 
MC CORllM!CK ftiut"nished the following· information: 

He viewed photogr~,phs of irn.bjeict, JAMES EARL RAY, 
as depicted on Federal Bureau of Investigation w~nted flyer 
442-A dated April 19~ 1968. MCCORMICK advised that he did 
not know this man, and h:ad never ~e:ard anyone speak of him. 

'• 
. . 

MCCORMICK at first denied having lived in the 
1800 block of South 11th Street, but later in the interview 
did admit that he resided with one JIM RAMSEY at 1805 South 
11 t.h Street 9 aoproximately four months :BJ.go. He advised 
that he airud RAMSEY resided ~t this address foll." approximately 
two 1m.onths. 

He stated that RAMSEY worked in a shipyard in_ 
St. Louis in the vicinity of 8300 South Broadway. RAMSEY 
is currently in Waldenberg 9 Arkansas 9 where he supposedly 
h~s relatives. MCCORMICK advi~ed th~t prior to moving to 
the South 11th Street address be resided at 1910 Rutger. 
ltfll :!l.fa,y of 196"1 9 MC COR~ICX beliE!\l·es tlhl@lt he li vied at 809 
Allen rei8J.l!.". 

MC. CORMICK advised th$t :he is ~©quaint®d -with. 
JACK GAWRON' ta1i!i1.d that h.e i!:me>d tp work wi tlh. GA\'l(ROlNf out of 
M~npo',;ve:if, n:11ir;;ol"por21ted 9 St •. LO'!Jiis 9 rassou:ir i. · He advised 
th~t he l~st s:&w GAWRON thi!ld;; iinO:lt'mting Ol!l!. tl'.ti.e ww.y to work. He 
explained that GAWRON :i.s. a good fri<BJll'lHi of hjj,:s ~lITl.tl he often 
sees him both in the ni.orning 9 prior to going to work, and 
in the evening after work. MC CO:RI\IHCK first denied ever 
having heard GAWRON mention the imame of JAMES EARlG RAY. Later 
in the _interview, :MC CORlln!ICK ~dviseid th~t he had he~rd GAWRON 
m.ention the,.nam.e of RAY. GAWRON had advised him that RAY- wa.s 
his 'lifoster .slQn. iv GAWRON ~l:so told. him th~t he 9 GA'WR.ON, and 
RAY hffid 11 poked up~' a tC;ouple of pl~(~es. GAWRON did not men­
t i(>U when . or where these J:wldups ocel l\.llrred ~· 11or .d,id he men­
tion the &i\ll!\OUl!l\t obtialined. 'MC co:mil!ICK rec~lled th~t .GAWRON 
;;i1dv:!.s~d, him tl;li:f!l.t he h~d seen suJojeiC:t ~ R.,.\Y, app:roxiim.iBJ.tely six 
we~ks ago. MC COR~ICK advised that he w~s un~ware of the 
location o"£ circumstances of this meet. 

F-ile fl: SL 44=715 

SA J:i'. J ACrt WH,lJ£AUI8; 
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With respect to associates of GAWRON, MC CORMlCK ad­
vised that GAWRON drinks frequently at Peanut's Bar, 1601 Park, 
St. Louis, Missouri. GAWRON associates with the owrier of this 
bar, known only as PEANUTS to MCCORMICK. GAWRON also associate$ 
with one ORVILLE uWHITEYvg KILLION, .who resides at 1617a Park. 
KILLION often runs poker games at his residence, and GAWRON 
frequents the poker games held there. According to MCCORMICK, 
KILLION is presently at Koch Hospital suffering from tuberculosis. 
KILLION reports to the hospital at given intervals for treatment. 

Last Monday 1 two ex-convicts came to GAWRON's home. 
One of these men was a JIMMY (last name unknown) who MCCORMICK 
described as a white male, 65, 5'8n, wearing a felt hat. The 
other man, name unknown, MC CORMICK desc:ribf3,d as a white male, 
40s, 5'7H, 160 pounds, sho~t and thin with black hair. This 
man is from Louisiana. JIMMY at one time robbed a bar at Grand 
and Chouteau. 

Last night, May 14, 1968, the s~me two men returned 
to GAVV°:RON's residence. !GAWRON g&1ve the man. from Louisiana a 
"silver plated'' .38 caliber,. snubno~e revolver .. The. man had 
requested this

1
revolver from ·GAWRON on tltie preceding Monday 

nigb,t. Although GAWRON d;i.d mot specifically state so, 
MC COR.J.\[ltCK believes this. g·t:un was obtained by· GAWRON in Madison, 
Illinois.. GAWRON has spoken to. him of conn.ectio1rns that he has 
at a bar in Madisonj) Illinois. Something was wrong with th;is 
gun because when held up t~e bullet would fall out of it. 
GAWRON and th.'9 man from Louisiana taped the bullets in the gun. 
According to MCCORMICK this :man wanted the gun to hold up a 
couple of places. · 

, The man from Louisiana offered him, MCCORMICK, $250 
to kill a man .. The man from Louisiana did not mention the 
prospective victim's name or why he wanted the man killed. 
MCCORMICK advised that he declined this offer and would not 
kill a man for $1~000 m~ch less $250 .. 

MC ·coRMICk .. said he is convinced that GAWRON ~aw sub­
ject, RAY, in St. Louis. He pointed 011t that GAWRON has not 
left the·st. Louis area to his knowledge, and that he visits 
GAWRON daily. 

Approxim~,tely one week ago, GAWRON told him that RAY 
is presently in Algi.e:rs. MC CORJiiHCK understood him to mean 

07 
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that RAY was out of the continental United States. GAWRON 
did not say, and MCCORMICK has no idea of the source of 
this information, 
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On 

1 ,Jj, 

JOSEPH H. MC conMICK, 2115a Park, Apartment, H5, 
was re-interviewed at the St. Louis Fecteral :St1-reau of 
Investigation o:ff.i.ce and furnished the following information:. 

- I . 

He has known ~ACK GAWRON for approximately Jij 
years. He met JACK GAWRON when the two of them were wol;'k­
ing out of Manpower, Incorporated,' St. LQuis, M:ii:Soul;'i. 
He has associated with JACK since that 1;i:qie, but l).as b~en 
very close to JACK for ·only the p~st ftve rears. When ~e 
first met JACK, JACK was residing in tne viGin~ty ot Mis$1S$~ 
ippi and Hickory, St. Louis, Missouri. JAC~•~ ho~e wa~ 

-near Homer Towns].ey'sNeighborhood Bar. He and JACK often 
drank at this bar. MCCORMICK pointe4 out that TOWNS~EY 
is no longer in business and ije is presently a bondsma~ at 
the St. Louis area. 

MC CQRMICK agai~ vi~wed ph.o.:tographs of RAY, as de­
picted on Fede:r:al m.1reau of, lnvestig~tion wanted f Iyer numbe~ 
442-A. He advis,ed that he does not 'recall ever .baving see1;1 
this man. Although he associated with JACK GAWRON in 1958 
and 1~59j he.does not recall s~bjectf; RAY having lived or 
associated w1. th GAWRON. . -. . . . . . - . - ., . 

. . . 

MC CORMICK was shown a stanqup p}lqtog·raph of sub­
ject, RAY, 1:;aken by te-e St. Loµi~ Police l)epartment, ~t the 
time of RAY's arrest 1:n,-l9q9. :MC CORMICK advised t~at be . 
knows this man arid recall,s h~v~ng drank with hlm, at TOWNSLEY'$ 
at. Mississippi ~nd Hickory. MC CORMIC:K was tben1 quite sure 
h¢. knew .. the man-and insiliilted that he had see1:,1. .. him before, 
however, he advised that he ~as ~qt s~e~ RAY since GAWRON 
moved from the vicinity.,o;f Mississ;i,pp;i., an(;l ijiokory. 

' ~ ! I, f- • • {-' .,_ • 't ' ' \ / • • '• .. - \ • 1 

MCCORMICK pointed out th~t he visits-GAWRON at 
GAWRON's residence practically every even;i.,ng after work. He 
has never seen .thE:l subject, RAY,--at GAWRON's pl~ce. 

I ,,, ',, 

R~garding a conversat,ion between he- and GAWRON . 
concerning the subject, MC CORM!CK adviseil(that @roximately 
six; weeks ago,., the first part of April, 19~8,. PAWRON started 
taJ,.king about :RAY. MC CORMICK, does not :r~pall. GAWRON men- .... 
tioning RAY prior to this tim~. MCCORMICK recalls that 
thjs was approxi:mateJy tbe ti~e :t.hat. subjeGt,. :a.AY'.s, pbotagra.~ll 

5/15/68
0
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was published in the newspaper. He advised that juat be and 
GAWRON were drinking at GAWRON's house when GAWRON mentiqned 
RAY. 

GAWRON refers to subject, RAY, as-JIMMY, and told 
MC CORMICK that RAY was his 0 foster son. T' GAWRON stated that 
he and RAY "took a ce>uple of joints together. 11 MC CORMIC,K 
understood him to mean that they had pulled ~rmed robberies 
together. GAWRON did-not state when and where- th~$e ho;l.dup~ 
occurred. GAWRON also stated that RAY had escaped from the 
penitentiary. 

MC CORMtCK at fir~t advised that GAWRON stated he 
had seen RAY approximately six weeks _ before RAY's p:iet~r~ 
was publish.etj in thepaper. Later in,the ·interview, MC CO:EtMlCl{ 
a<M.sed GAWRON had stated. he saw RAY six weeks ag·o.. 'l'his woul,.d. 
have beeri ar,ound the first of April - acoording to MC. CORMICK. 
The discrepancy in the dates on which GAWRON suppo~edly saw -
RAY were brought to MC CORMICK's ·attention .. H~ stated he was 
confused as to exactly when this meet was supposed to have 
occurred and does not recall i;f it was six weeks prior to 
RAY's photograph appearing i~ the paper, or simply si~ weeks 
ago. He did. state ,that the meet suppo~edly occurred ne11:r 
the intersection of 18th and Lafayette, St~ Loui,s, MissQur;i,. · 
MC CORM:ICK pointed out that there is a drug.-. stc;rre and a couple 
of bars at this location, and assumes that the meet took 
place in a bar. At this point, MCCORMICK advised that it 
was at this. time th.at GAWRON a.nd RAY supposedly pu~l,.ed. the 
armed robberies together: MC CORMICK advised t:liat this was 
the impression that he got,. from JACK •. , However, he advised 
that it was equally possible that JACK'was referring tti 
amed robberies pulled by rJm,, GAWRON, and RAY in l959 or e~rlier. 

·. GAWRON has advised him that he, GAWRON; has been · 
talking to the FBI about RAY., GAWRON did not state .whether 
or not he was telling the truth to the FJ31. GAWRON stated he 
was scared and that be did not like to be bothe~ed by the ~I. 

1 < I ,, 

MC COIU\HCK advised that he was -arrested last , 
Septemper for- the theft of a television set. H~ ;i,s now on 
nine months probation for this o.ffense. ae was :i.n the c;,;j,ty 
jail, -cell number 22 with a JIMMY (last n~me u,;iknown). JiMMY 
has witliiin ,the .past we~kj began comi;pg to GAWRON's home •. At; 
the time that :6.e' and JIMMY were in jail, GAWRON and JAM~S 
RAMSEY were also in jail. MCCORMICK was in jail approximately 

'70 
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two months. GAWRON w~s released before nim, and JIMMY was re­
leased only recently. While .in jail, he overheard no conver­
sation between JIMMY.and GAWRON regarding RAY. Ue advised 
at that time GAWRON and RAMSEY were in jail for the burglary 
of Art's Tavern, Soulard and South 11th Streets. 

He recalls that sometime ago, the exact date un­
known to h.i:m, RAMSEY, GAWRON and someone else went to Arkansas 
to rob a variety store. They had previously cased this store. 
MCCORMICK recalled that they did not rob this store as they 
had planned for some reason unknown to him . 

• '1 ''i 

Regarding the financial status o:f.GAWRON, MC CORMlCK 
advised that GAWRON generally has a couple of hundred dollars 
with him all the. time. He stated that GAWRON re.ceives a Govern­
ment check and plays cards frequently. He advised that GAWRON 
also has an account at Manu.f~cturer 's Bi!Ultk on South Brq~dway. 

MC CORM!CK advise.d :that GAWRON has :no, telephone, 
but frequ~ntly goes out to make telephone calls at a pay phone 

· located in front of a Catholic church at 12th and Lafay~tte, 
St. Louis. 

I 

It is his opinion that GAWRON, would not te 11 the FBI 
where RAY is,, even if .;he knew. He stated that. GAWRON, ,is YI a 
little. nuts. vw He.,,stated he believes this ,.because of the . fact 
that GAWRON keeps approximately fifteen cats in his home.;:tnd 
one dog. GAWRON kisses the cats arid refers to them as "baby." 
He stated that GAWRON sl~eps with all the cats and .his .dog. 

. MCCORMICK advised tha;t he lived next.<;i,oor to JACK 
at 1805 South 11th Street downstatrs 'with JIM RAMSEY for 
approximately two·months. He recalls that he. lived there at 
the time JACK' was arrested in June, 1967. He did not see 
the subject, RAY)' in the, vicinity of JACK's home at that time. 

MC CORlVB:CK described RAMSEY as,.a ''loud mouth, who 
would come iµ on any;body.v·,· H~-stated1 that 1 he is sure that 
RAMSEY, .. would. t~ll the FBI" if he :had any knowledge .of RAY. 
MG CORMICK. pointed out, ··that he would certainly,. tell the FBI 
if he knew where RAY was at present. He pointed out that he 
will immediately contact the FBI should any information concern­
ing RAY become known to him. 

'7/ 
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Regarding any trips that GAWRON may have taken re­
cently, MCCORMICK advised that he knows of no trips with the 
exception of the preceding Monday and Tuesd~y nights when JACK 
did not come home until two or three a.m. He knows that JACK 
came home-this late, only because••jACK told him so. He ad­
vised that this is.not like JACK and he assumes that JACK 
may have gone to Madison, Illinois, on these nigh~to pick up 
a pistol for JIMM:Y (last name unknowri) and a man from Louisi­
ana, who have recently been frequent:tmg JACK's residence. 

MCCORMICK advised that JACK has never mentioned to 
him anyone ever having given him,$250 or any bank loot. 

MCCORMICK advised that it was not pos~ible for RAY 
to have stayed with JACK when he, MCCORMICK, resided at 1805 
South 11th Street. He pointed out that at that time he and 
JACK were so closely associated that he would have surely seen 
RAY had he been in the area. 

The following description of MC CORMlCK was obtaineq 
through observation and interview: 

Name ,, 
Addres$ 
Tel19phQne· , 
Date -of Birth 
Pl~c~ of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 

Employed 

Health 

Characteristics 

·1-·· 

JOSEPH M. MC CORMlC~ 
2115a Park, Apartment S 
Nori.EL, 

Sioux Ci~y, Iowa 
5,'9!\, , 
170 · pound$ 
Black .... gray 

I 

Hazel, wears glasses, 
l'i':.ft eye 11oticeably ~:rr."osSed 
Bee Line Truckirig.Comp~ny, 
Incorporated, ·118 South 
7th Street, as mechanic's 
helper... · 
Sutfered nervous breakdown, 
1955, spent one month in 
M~lcolm Bli$S Hospital, 
St. Louis 
Throughout. tne interyiew 
it was noticed that MCCORMICK 
1s·very nervous, easily be­
comes confused, and often 
contradicts bimself. 
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Criminal Record 

---~------------------L___ 

Admits no feloniesj 
has served time in work­
house, now on probation 
to THOWIAS MANGOGNAi St. 
Louis Municip~l Courts 
Building. 
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RE: JOSEJ?iBI rfil. MC CO>RMICK 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
WILLIAM H. WARFIELD# on Dy 16, 1@68: · 

h"' 

AT STo LOUIS, MIS§\pURI 

Miss SHERIDA MC QUEEN, Probation Officer, City of 
St •. Louis, Missouri .i advised that THOMAS MANGOGNA is no 
longer employed a,s a probation office:r. MANGOGNA left approx­
imately one month ago and is presently employed at Magdella 
House, which is a halfway house for girls .locat.eid ,near . 
Missouri and Whitm.or(?J in St. Louis,. Missouri. Miss MC QUElN 
advised that JOSEPH H. MCCORMICK is a probationer currently 
assigned to her. She pointed out that since she has had 
MCCORMICK for only one month, she has never spoken with him. 
She made available the probation file of MCCORMICK which 
reflects the following i:oi.formtation: 

MCCORMICK was convicted .October 24~ 1967~ of 
stealing from a d,welling. Be was !Sentem~ed to nine months 
in the Missouri Medium Security Institution. but was granted 
one year probation. , The file ill/ldicates that MC COltMICK and 
one JOHN VINCE BOROWSK! entered the home of MARY CHROMOGO, 
1809a.Alle.n, St. Louisj .J.\Ussou:i.rij aiThd stole a television 
valued at $25 on Augus't 1'1 ~ 19e7. MC COR:M!CK adrri.itted his 
implicati6n in this theft but stated that it was actually 
BOROWSKI who carried the television from the house ~md subse­
que:ntl.y sold it. 

The file: reflects that on October 26,, ,1967, .. MC 
CORMICK was resid~ng at 180,5 South 11th Street-1·· ·with one 
JIM RAMSEY. On December 6, 1967, MCCORMICK was residing 
at 2109a Menard ?,Vi th his mother i .THERESA. MC CORMICK. 

On March 15,, 19ij89 throl,lgh April 29, .1968, N{C -CORMICK's 
address was .again listed as 1805 South 11th Street. ,MCCORMICK 
has a· grade school education 5, · having :terminated his schooling 
at St. Louis 9 Missouri, in 1934. MCCORMICK is syphilitic and 
has experienced deterioration of ·111s condition in recent years. 
He is very nervous~ drinks, and has a problem holding jobs, 
The file notes that MC CORl\/i!ICK probably will not get il'io any 
more trouble, but that he will not function adequately either. 

According to MCC'CBG!JC~ he drinks heavily and because 
of this drinkilCl'.g he and his: wife, ROSE T. WALDRON, 2845a 

71 . 
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Lafayette or 3214a South Grand are separated. 

In 1955 MCCORMICK was admitted to Malcolm. Bliss 
Hospital where he stayed for one month si..iffering from a 
nervous breakdown. A check of the hospital records by the 
probation officer indicates that MCCORMICK has syphilis 
which has affected his brain. His condition is chronic 
brain syndrome due to Meningoncephalitic Lues, chronic in­
flamation of the brain and brain membrane due to syphilis. 
This condition produces excessive nervousness and motor 
activity. 

MCCORMICK has an IQ of 72 which is in the men­
tally defective range. MCCORMICK has three prior misde­
meanorarrests, one in 1941 for vagrancy and two in 1962 and 
1963 for·stealing over $50. The file indicates MCCORMICK 
had a brother, VICTOR Vo MC CORMICK 9 who was shot approximately 
three years ago. 'fhe file indicates that VICTOR apparently 
associated with an unsavory element. 
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RE: -~ ]l:GHOORIIOOD ""' ·v1CJCNITY 
1800 South 11th Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 

On May 15, 1968, a neighborhood investigation was 
conducted in the vicinity of 1807 South 11th Street, by SA 
WILLIAM IL WARFlELD and SA F. JACK WlLLIAMS. The following 
persons were contact~d and interviewed and viewed photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY as depicted on wanted flyer 442-A dated 
April 19, 1968, and their comments are as indicated: 

ROSALIE SMITH, 1813a South 11th Street, ·advised 
she has resided in this address since 1962. She has never 
seen subject, RAY. She advised that she is acquainted with 
a JACK (last name unknown), who resides 1807 South 11th 
Street. She stated JACK lives at this· address alone most 
of the time. She has never seen subject, RAY, at JACK's 
house. 

MARY (last name unknown) who resides at 1805 South 
11th Street, rear, (this is a house separate and apart from 
the house at 1805-1807 South 11th St~eet), often st~ys with 
JACK (last n~me unknown).· It was nQted that an elderly male 
and female .were at that time seated on. the rear porch ~,t. , 
1807a South. lltQ. Street. She. pointed: to. these two. 1indiv.iduals 
~:s the persons know:n to her as JACK and MMt'. ! SMITH o~cupies 
bo:th. ap~rtments .. UP!!lltairs at .1813 South 11th. . It should be 
noted that the two apartments located down.stairs in this 
same builiing bear :t;he address 1815. and 1815a South 11 t~. 

' J - • 

According to LINDA SMITH, 1813a South 11th Street, 
daughter to ROS.ALIE SMITH, one FRED POWERS resides at 1815a 
South 11th. 

FRED also ;maintaj.:ns a· residence somewhere in the 
"countryn and comes to St. Louis only the first part of eacn 
month to pick up his check. 

LINDA SMlTH advised that~ MARY.(last name unknown) 
resides at 1815 South 11th. The mailbox for this address 
indicates the resident i~.one :MWIEL-JORDAN • 

. LI~DA. SMITH pointed out that· th~ reside.nee at 1809 
Soq.th. 11th is presently vacant. She advised that this resi­
dence was prev::i,ously ocqupied 1 by a Mexic~n lady, w~o now 
resides at an. unknown. address with her son. LINDA SMITH 
pointed out that a second Mexican.woman formerly resided at 
1805 South 11th. This lady died recently, 

71.t 
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LINDA SMITH stated that reside:rits of t:he neighbor­
hood frequent Art's Bar which is open only on Sunday's at 
the corner of 11th and Soulard and Eddie Sang's Bar on.the 
corner of 12th and Soulard. LINDA.SMITH advised that she 
will immediately notify the Fl3I"shouid she receive any in­
formation concerning RAY. It was noted that the apartment 
house at 1809 South 11th and the apartment house at 1809 
rear South 11th were both vacant. 

EDDIE SANG, 1800 South 12th Street, owner of 
Eddie Sang's Tavern at the same address advised that the 
photograph of RAY looks familiar and lie believes he-has seen 
this man before. SANG pointed out that he f:i,rst noted the 
familiarity of RAY's face when he saw RAY's photograph 
in the newspaper. He stated that he associated the face 
with a customer at his tavern but cannot associate the name 
with the face. He advised that several ex~convicts of the 
neighboring area used to frequent his tavern. ,He recalled 
one as a JACK ( last name unknown) wh:i te, male,· ·45 believed to 
be from., Arkansas. He advised. that this JACK was suspected of 
a shoot~ng in the neighbor:hood approximately six ~o:~ight. 
m.o:i.:1tfu:s ago and that he, was al.so, involved in the, burglary of 
Art_'s Tavern, 11th and Soulard. He barred JACK (last name 
unknown) from his place of business an~ doesnot know where 
he could be located at present. 

MILI)RED LAKAS, 1118 Soulard, could furnish no 
information regarding the subject. 

1 ,_ - - • 

II l l 

ALBERT JOBE, 1116 Soulard has resided at, ,this 
address since July, 1967. · Pr:i.or to that time he resided at 
1821a South 11th. He does :not recall ever having seen the 
subject in the neig·hbo:rhood and pointed out that he frequently 
visits nearby taverns. 

I • ' ' , ' , 

1 Mr. and Mrs. RICHARD.GRAYBILL, 1107a Soulard, could 
furnish no information concerning the subject. , They have 
resided at this address for approximately four ,years. 

CHRISTINE,GREENWAY, 1107 Soulard,' has resiqed at 
this address approximately two years. She could furnish µo 
information concerning th~ subje~t. 

SHIRLEY HURST, 1107 Soulard, advised that the center 
photograph of the subject looks familiar, but she cannot 
associate the face with a name or place. Mrs. UURST pointed 
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out she operated a grocery at 1110 Soulard for a few months 
during 1965. 

Mrs. EDWIN BLASE, 1817 South 11th Street, could 
furnish no information concerning subject. 

Mrs. WILLIAM M. DUDA, 1819 South 11th Street, could 
furnish no information concerning the subject but pointed out 
that she is ,new in the neighborhood. 

IDA BIELLER, 1821 South llth, Street, stated that 
she has resided in this neighborhood 21 years but could fur­
nished no information, concerning the subject. 

MELZO COURTWAY, 1114 Soulard, could furnish no 
information concerning the subject. 

DALLAS, FRILLMAN was interviewed at Sang's Tavern, 
1800 South 12th Street, and could furnish no information 
concerning subject . 

. EMERY HARRISON~· 1112 Soulard and' MARGARET VZBROCK, 
1114 Soulard could furnish no.infor~ation concerning subject. 

. . 
I. 

WILLIE MANNING was lntf:)rviewed at V.Po Drug Store 
1731 South 11th Street. He advised that he has been inter­
viwed by agents in the past and knows nothing. 
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The following· ·:1.nvestigatioa~was cenducted by SA CLITJS 
B~' BIDIWBLL on May 29,' .1968: '. .:·. ·• ·· ·, · 
' > . ' . ", ' : .. 

ARTHUR FOIWOW,·Missouri State :Prebat1on and Parole;Qfficer, 
1500 South Big Bend, advised that,· RUSSELL P.· BRANNIN, PBX 279 653 6 1 
Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP)#65816J, ,is pres,ntly on parole 
under supervision by that office. He advised that on April .1, 19521 
BRANND·received a 25 year sentenceunder -the,Babitual'Crim:1.nal Act 
and tbat·· his pi.role supervis·ton is scheduled to terminate on Septembel' 
10, 1968 .• ~·According to FORLOW, BRANNIN presently resides at 1633 
Dolman, st. Louis, and is employed at the Modern Jacket· Company. 
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Date _ __,.;6""'/,.....5 ..... /--6 .... 8..__ ____ _ 

RtJ1'jSELL PERRY BRANNEN' w~s il!1).te:irviewed ~this place of 
r~sid~nca 1633 Doblilan. H~ is Jmpl@y~d at the ModerIDl JaGket Company, 
1000 Washilllgton Avenue. BR~NEL~ was rele~s~d trem the ijissoµri 
State F~nitentiary s~ptemb~r 10, 1964. He had b~el!i)., s~ntenced to 
this iin.stitution on April 1, 1952, frOlllll &tb.$iny,, Missouri, in C(Q)D... , 
nieiction with an aut(QJ theft ~t which time he r~cieived a 25yiear sentence 
under the Eabitual Criminal Acto 

BRANNEN stated during his li!tst S(9V@~ Y'.<aar:s . at the MiSS0\1,ri 
State Penitelr!ltia.ry, he worked! Ul!'!litilE!l:ir tlhl.ei in~te/Q!i~te sup<eirvision ot 
Major POIRY (phonettc), Deputy Ward~n, an<dl wa$ i.ln charge of t:ra.nsfer~, 
c~ll changes • and classification of prisoners. : J::n this capacity he 
fielt that he undoubtedly C[8).m61~ in c©intact witl!ll :s1)llbjieic:tJUES EARL RAY 
but. lble lhvE!l.dl mo :s:p~rcif ic re~(t))ll<a<Cti(Q)llll !Olf subj act. 's contact. Aft®:r · 
vi®win.g sulblj~~t 9 s photogr:lll.plb!.p lb!.'8 st~ts<dl tl!ll.~t tlhie: fai..cie .looked f~.miliar . 
but hie still h~<dl lrilO specificc 1:'eJ((';@llection <0if subject RAJ .. · lEe denied 
havil!'!lg ~ny IC(()ll!t~ct with subjetCt RAY :subs®qu~mi.t t@' RAY 1.s (tllS~~JPlei fro!!l 
thie Pill issouri St~ tee Pel.'lii tant :imry. He 1.m@nt itOllll®cdl ;h~ · ;re¢:al l@dl dl;i$cuss ing 
subject . ~AY wi tlbt one JOlffflNY VEJ .• ANTJr aft\i:ll" VEW.TI bra~ght. Up th~ 
subj act i~d. ask~di him if h®, BR~lNEN, ll!iatd any :r~c'ollecfion· -'of· subject 
RAY irr». tlm~~!~s.ouri Stat·ca P~rmi t®11mti1a1,:ry ~lii!.c.d1 if he;· lBl~4.N'.!!.'1EN 1 · r~ca.lleid. 
!Eftllll.Y e:mi!.t:iu:~t ~tW®<i;JIDl VELA,.~'ll:JI ~lfildl RAY wlhlil~ irm the. ~~l!'!lit®rmt:Ulry. 

BR&,,,.~-m~ adlviseidl wh.rsn questiir,»l!.'ll~d C@lTu<C®l"lnimig.~.lr!l\l?J Jl!:lWMY CARPEN"l'ER,1 
tr.,mt he klrll<eW CARPENTER :ai.rm<di hieJ.<d! S®~lTh lmim ~/l"''"'lal.:Sil.Ol!lil.tallly ilril. the r~~ent 
past o lFlie di<dl n.«JJt Jr(8call hraiviltlg discu.sse:<dl su~j<!lH~t RAY (Q)l!l\ a~y occ \\Sion 
with CARPF;N'll."ER. afid st$1.t<ed CARPENTER was @1ii\t(l;!}rin.g tlbl~ St. Louis Ctty 
Ho:spit~l in th® liiliaar futur~ for ~im eyie @p(13Jr~tion. · Jrt was his under­
st:u11dli1mg th2<i.t 1£r1twn1ig~rmu®rmt:s h:BJ.dl bel~lll'. Mni?aldre f(O):if CARPENTER t«:> enter the 
hogpi tal by a s@uthsicdtce St o Jl.lOYtui~ }Pioli ti~i~llil klri\@Wllil @nAly tee» lh.im as 
ovLEISU'RJ.i.: 97 (pholDl.et iici) • 

BRAJ:'\l'NEN advised th:ro.t h\® was bo;r:1m ~~~~~__J' at (Gallatin, 
Missouri, w.nd th~t he is pll'."$1S(ell'.iltly ofill p:B!.r©l<e from th<e liUssouri State 
Prenitein.ti~ry aIDld! th~t his par@l& is up ilni Siepte'illab<ar of 19680 ·He 
promiseitll t@ oo aib;:rt't far ~l!llyon® with wh~ hie teame ilrll coll)).tact for .any 
infor~~tion which ~ight be of v~lu~ ill'.il tryin~ to ascertain the present 
wb~rl€:abouts of subject RAY or ~1!'1.1-i.t'. lk)nlowIDJ. associat<es of RAY wlh.Q mraight 
be ilt'll a p10,si tim1 to furll1li~h such :ilr!lfo~~tiolOJ.., 

On 5/31/68 at _S_t.;:_._lL_o_u_i_:S_.9_1W_i_fS_S_©_U_ll'."_. i __ ~ f- i le fl. SL 44..,.775 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It '4.$ the prop_e~tY pf the FBI :and is locined to 
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BRANNEN advised upon questioning th~t he had not haard 
any discussion c«:mc~rning tlhlie !ll1il~rthod of sub:ject RA"lfts rersc:ai.pe a.s 
to whether or not h~ left in a bread truck or walked out of the 
prison with a group of visitors. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD - MJCSS lSS !PP Jr A VE1'f11JE 

The following was colnld~cted by SAs PATRICK Wo BRADLEY and 
ROBERT A. HESS on June 3, 1968: 

JOHN PAUL VEIANTI i111dieated an un-lnlamed co.ill:Jl.v:ilct allegedly 
told him he had observed subject J).n the 1800 block of Mississippi 
Avenue, St .. Louis, .Mi.s:souri, approximately two weeks following 
subject's escape from the !USS(())UJL"i State ,P(1;lirdt<elllt:iu~Jl."Y, April 23, 
196'1e 

Obse~v~ti~n disclosed t~~re is ~o 180ij block of Mississippi 
Aveinti.e in St,, Lcui:s, M!issC!lmc•i., At time pc,il!lt Wihlere M:!i.t~~issippi is 
intersected by Geyer Aviernrue, the i!lHUJ.mlbers j1L11mm.p from !'!7'9 to 1915. 

Photogr~phs of S\Ulbject were displ~yed to the following 
iwdl.iw:ilduals oro. Mississippi a,nid \G®yer ltv~llll'iillS>s, with tlhte result thiat 
rwme of tlbl(em. weJL>e able tti'.» re<elffi.11 havi1rng olb"JS®ll.·v<ENi 1ii1lniy«-»lnl® of s1lJlbject 's 
appearance in the area cir ev'8r :bta't7t~g b(e,)en a<equffiir(i(t®d with a:01yr0ne 
of sub,jerct vs iD!/al.m.e or aliases o 

MISSISSIPPI AVENUE (SA BRADLEY) 

1120 ~~RMAN BLACID'NELL 
l722 JOHN Jo O'BRK~N 
l '"!26 JAMES L.%CEY 
1730 OMA BANKS 
1779 WIBBS Al!J'Jl'O REPAlm 

(JAMES WIBBS - OWMER) 
Geyer Avenue I~tersects 

1918a SHERlt~N TOLLKV::€R 
Allen Av\t'!J!rl!Ue ])t1.tersects 

GEYER AVENUJE (SA HESS) 

1916 EVERETT BOYER 
1919 HENRY WILLARD 

1121 CARREE B~ DEWEY 
1125 '1r'H..,L10E B., FUL'.frON 
JL 'i.i''.20 :f:f1lJl,.?\H PJIERCJE 
1752 OPAL CON.NOR 
HH5 BXLJIB BARJS.ER SHOP -

JOSEPH BURNS - Barber 
1918 LOI .. 4 M. COFJ.ll:'MAN 

HH8 ANNA NAGY 
1920 GUY KJIRK 
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1924 MAY's CONFECTIONERY 1925 CARROLL E Q 1SATTEN 
EVERETT W. KOLB 

1926 J ANDS USED FURNITURE 1927 HAZEL fISH 
EDNA DAVIS 

1928 ElSELL's 131\.R -
JOSEPH E J;SEI,,L 
(Mississippi Avenue Intersect~) 

20W Geyer Food Shop -
WILLIAM K)ENER 

2006 MAX AND CvENE 's TA VERN 
MAX LASIAN 

2009 ELIZABETH MEIU>EAL 
2013 VIRGIL SIMMONS 
2015 GRACE PAYNE 
2017 FRANKLIN ANDERSON 
2020 ELIA SALEMIE g 

83 

2005 JESSE RHYNE 

2007 ALLAN Do EARL 

2010 MA.RY W~LSON 
2014 LUKE FIELDS 
20Jl6 .JOSEPH OPERSCHALL 
20l8 WILLIAM F .. POLITTE 
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On 

1 Date __ ...:M=a=y..__2=2;:::_,...7 -=19"'""6""'"8.;;;.___,_ 

OPAL HIGHLY, 1630 South l8th Street, was inter­
viewed at her residence and furnished the following informa­
tion: 

She formerly was the operator of Opal's Bar, 1805 
Lafayette. She advised that she ran Opal's Bar at this lo­
cation from 1947 until 1961. From September, 1939, until 
1945 she operated a bar, also known as Opal's Bar, at a dif­
ferent location near 18th and Lafayette, St. Louis, Missouri. 

She viewed photographs of subject, JAMES EARL RAY, 
as depicted on Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer 
number 442-A dated April 19, 1968. She advised that the two 
photog,raphs appearing on the left side of the wanted flyer 
appear to be familiar but that she cannot associate the f~ce 
with a name or place. She advised that ·she has read accounts 
of the MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying in the newspaper and ad­
vised that this picture may appear familiar to her inas­
much as she has previously seen it in the newspaper. 

' ' : . 

HIGHLY pointed out that she does not 
names .of patrons frequently visiting her bar. 
some of her patrons by their first names. The 
RAY means nothing to.her. 

l ,.' 

recall the 
She did know 
name JAMES 

She is acquainted with a JACK (last name unknown) 
who limps, and has beeri in and out of the penitentiary all 
of his life. She advised that JACK (last name unknown) .. 
would,µow be approximately 70 years old. , He use(l to live 
around Ken,nett :Place, or ano'l;;her nearby street. Sl:te, advised 
that .she, ,.did not r~call this .man gntil recently when the. man 
spoke with an associate of her, TED .RICHARDSON, who also 
works for. her .. This man advised that his name was JACK and 
told .,RICHARDSON .to ask HK'i;HLY if she. repiembe;red ,him. HIGHLY 
pointed :out that she did not remember· him at tha~ time. . , , . 
Lat~r, -:Jf\CK (last name .unknowxi) again- contacted RICHARDSON 
and told RIC~ARDSON to t~ll HIGHLY that he was,the man who 
used to come in her place with a big woman and a boy who 
,liked ,·to dance. . Upon receipt of th:i,s information, HIGHLY 
recalled JACK as a frequent patron at Opal's Bar. He always 
came in with a big woman who 'ctrank beer. This was approximately 
fifteen years ago. The woman who accompanied JACK had a boy 

5/15/68 at St. Louis 1 Missouri 

SA F. JACK WILLIAMS 
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about fifte~n years old .. The boy liked to dance and often 
danced at the bar. 

HIGHLY does not believe that the dancing boy was 
subject, JAMES EARL RAY. She noted that the dancer would 
only be about 30 years of age at this ti.me. 

HIGHLY advised that she was always at the bar during 
its hours of operation and was well acquainted with the cus­
tomers. · She advised that a !~ESTER GUI:BOR, presently em.ployed 
at National Fixture, 7000 South BToaqway, used to tend bar 
for·her. She advised that MARIE MC MURTY~ 1634 South 18th 
Street, was employed by her in Opa~'s Bar as a waitress. 

HIGHLY advised that ·should she gain any information 
concerning JAMES EARL RAY 9 she would immediately contact the 

. FBI. 
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