Birmingham, Alabama
October 10, 1975

44-1740

JAMES EARL RAY, als o known

as Eric Starvo Galt;

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM (Deceased)

CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY

On October 1, 1975, Charles E. Brownlee, Deputy
Clerk, United States District Court, Northern District of
Alabama, Birmingham, Alabama, advised that court records
reveal the following:

On November 19, 1971, Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.,
Washington, D.C., filed the following motion on behalf of
James Earl Ray.

3 - Bureau (44-38861)
1 - Memphis (44-1987)
- Birmingham (44-1740)
LPB:hss
(5), 2
0o

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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UNTIS0 STATES SISTAICT CUURT

SCATHERY ATCT Avasasa FILED IN eiFRys UFH!I
THERN DISTEIST oF m R4,

NOV 19 1971

_ WILLIAM E, DAvVIs
CLERK, U. 8. DISTRICT Cougs
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d. damble, Cpecial

Klabara, swore cul a complaint

bric Starvo Galt for violation of Szetlon 2481 of &1tle 1€,
Cods | .ur sing dafendant Gal¢ as follows:

That on or aboul Faren 23, 1558, &
plraingnan 4o tise dortaeru Jistrict of ql»bmﬁa
ERIC STSEVO UALY did en or abeout 2arel 23, 1u63,
a2t =lraingten, Slavana, i e Lortheérn slstrict
cf Alatama | xrie 5t;rvo ¥ fd an invidivaeal

hom e allens=d to e 5 STvS antered inte
a CONRPLY racy V.!-;‘:'I yf.? or atLdout
Ayrill S, 1953, o ; areaten or
intiniaate artin el ! a citigen of
the unlited States, ™ ing GEorrin,
ia The fres oxerecics uj&ﬁ!t 3! “15 rignts
seeured oy uwhe U or Lawa of the dnitad
States, nawely : ’reely travel {rox
Stats 1o Utate

in furtherance of tnisz ceuuU¢r;cy
Starvo salv dig e or avcut farea 34,
¢nase a rifle at Liresinghazs, Alavama,
viclavion ol L2stion 281, Title 1J, $.3

AU TS CLEPLALNAGT STATES ThAT TUIS Cosb
1“ I-’«Hu...s.l G:i .

Tne Lurchase or tiie weapon uced to carry out
the conspiracy In Ulrm &n.han, Alatena, on or about
careh &40 1966, ;ucnt flcation of tie yun used Ly
aofzudant found a4t the scenz of toe crime, and
favestliation gonducted by tne Padoral ureau of
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Investization.

And the complalnant further states
that he believeuw that Josenh }. Gamble,
Special Agent in Charse, Federal fureau of
Investigation, Birmingham, Alabama are
material witnesses in relation to this charge.

Said svworn complaint is appended as Exhibit 1 to this ifiotion.
2.) On the same day, April 17, 1968, and pursuant to the
charga, a warrant of arrest for Eric Starvo Galt was 1ssued by
~iildred F‘\Sprague, U, S. Commissloner. Said Warrant 1s appendefi
as Exhibit 2 to this Hotion.
3.) On October 15, 1971, upon inquiry. William L. Davis,

Clerk of Court, advised by letter that "these charges are still

pending.”

4.) It 1= presumed that defendant Eric 3tarvo Galt is one
and the same ay Jaries Farl Ray, now incarcerated in the Tennesgse;

State Prison at Brushy Fountain, Tenn.

5.) Defendant deaiesz {(a) that he entered into any conspir;

acy with anyone, on or about Xareh 29, 1268, or at any other timd
to injure, oppress , threaten or intimidate Hartin Luiher King, J».,
in the frée exercise of any of his’rights; (b) that he purchased
a gun for that purpos%;'or (¢) that he alone, or in concert with
others, threatened to or ¢id injJure, oppress, or intimldate sald

Hartliln Luther King

L 4

Jr., in ahy regard whatever.

6.) Defendant alleges that plalntiff United States has
xnown his exact whereabéuts since Jurne 8, 1968, and knows his
exacet where&bouts today:. yet hé has never heen arreateﬂ or Lrougii

to trial.

7.) 7The Sixtn Amendment to the U. 8. Conatitution provided
as follows:

In all criminal rroazccutions, the accused

shall enjoy the right to a apeedy and rublic trial,
Ly an impertisnl Jury of the State and district
wherein the crime ghall have Lleen committed . wrich
distriet shall have bteen previously ascertained by
law, and to ne informed of tiie nature and cause of

lie¢ 0ccusation: to be confronted with the witnesses
agalost nim. to nave compulzory process for outain-

Page Two
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ins witnesaes In uis favor, and to have
Adslstance of Counsvl for hias defence,

8.) It the yrescond case, defendunt Las Leen ,rovided nen

sroccdural rights outlined in the atove fmendaent.

ara James

4
-

WEEﬁﬁ?GRE, s3id defenaant, Eric Starve ilt,

May . »raye tlat this honoratle court xill cl*her—ordﬂr ] Spaady

falr trisl for hinm In Tiroalnghan, Alabamx, fort :fitu, with a1l cf
the attendant protections of tihe U.S, Cons titutiou\ or, glternat
dlsmiss summaprily the charges pending againat him sand quash

wiraxt for his further arrest.

0‘;.|u;,e;(,‘,-..w”.1 pgar i e 1

2

|

.J’.I‘t..& 2
Easdiumten, u.,ﬁy
202-357-3219
Attorney for Iric Starvo Lalt, ajs
James T.arl inay.

l't-‘
£ e
(o3

CERTIPICATION OF

I Zersuy certify tiat a ecopy of tihila movlon sas servad cn

Attorney 1u birmingham, Alal

-
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RE: JAMES EARL RAY

On November 22, 1971, R. Macey Taylor, United
States Magistrate, Northern District of Alabama (NDA),
Birmingham, Alabama, advised the United States Attorney,
NDA, Birmingham, that the motion had been filed. Mr. Taylor
requested the United States make a written response to the
motion within ten days of his letter.

On December 2, 1971, R, Macey Taylor, United States
Magistrate, NDA, presented the following Examination, Report
and Recommendation to the U. S. District Judge:
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA
SOUTHERN DIVISION

" UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Com, Docket #3 Case #86
vs
Com, Proc. #8442
ERIC STARVO GALT '

EXAMINATION, REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE

This case has been referred to the United States Magistrate for exam-
ination, report and recommendation. The following is submitted:

On April 17, 1968, a complaint was filed before the U. 8, Commissioner
in Birmingham, Alabama by Joseph H. Gamble, Special Agent in charge, FBI, Bir-
mingham, Alabama in which it was alleged that on or about March 29, 1968, Eric
Starvo Galt and another entered into a conspiracy to injure or intimidate
Martin Luther King, Jr. in the free exercise of his rights under the Consti-
tution of the United States in violation of 18 U.8.C. 241. On April 17, 1968,
a warrant was issued by the U. 8. Commissioner in Birmingham, Alébama charg-
ing Eric Starvo Galt with violating 18 U.S.C. 241. This warrant was never
served and 18 now and has been since it was issued, retained in the files

of the U. S, Marshal, Birmingham, Alabama.

On November 19, 1971, Bernird Fensterwald, Jr., Washington, D. C.

appeared &s attorney for Eric Starvo Galt, also known as James Earl Ray,
and filed a motion on sehalf of the above named defendant for a dismissal
of the complaint above referred to or a speedy trial of the charges con-
tained in the warrant above referred to.

On November 22, 1971, the U. S. Magistrate requested the United
States to make any response it chose to make to the motfon filed on behalf
of the defendant. No suggestion has been filed on behalf of the United
States, It is the Magistrate's opinion that under the provisions of Rule
48«b, Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, that the motion of the defendant
is well taken. It is recommended that the defendant's motion be granted
and that the complaint above referred to be dismissed.

Dated this 2nd day of December, 1971.

ey g s ‘
ey Be: MACEY TAYLOR

TR O e 4

neg e 1971 UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE

WILLIAM E. DAVIS
CLERK, U. S. DISTRICT COURT
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Qe
ORDER

The Court has examined the motion filed on behalf of the defendant
and the Magistrate's report and recommendation. The Magistrate's recommene
dation {s hereby adopted and approved. It is therefore ORDERED that the
defendant's motion for dismissal of the complaint be and the same hereby
is GRANTED. It is further ORDERED that the complaint issued by ﬁ. S. Com=
missioner, M;ldred F. Sprague dated April 17, 1968, docket #3, case #86,
be and the same hereby 1s DISMISSED. It is further ORDERED that ;he warrant
of arrest issued by Commissioner Sprague dated April 17, 1968, Commissioner's
docket #3, case #86 be returned unexecuted.

The Clerk is directed to furnish the U. S. Attorney, Birmingham,
Alabama and the Honorable Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., 905-16th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006, with a copy of the Magistrate's report and this

Order{

DONE this 2 — day of December, 1971.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE

A TRUZ COFY
WILLIA &, DAVIS, CI.Inx
UNITED CTpnzs DITIRI:Y o

RORTUGRS D10Tile) 60 pgpe
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RE: JAMES EARL RAY

The foilowing unexecuted'warrant was returned
to the U. S. District Court, NDA, Birmingham Alabama,
on December 6, 1971:
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. o Commissioner's =
. Form A, O, 80 (R. - - Warrant of Arrest

Nnited States District Conrt
AR [THE | aPH 08

AR, -u Lah adiabel ~
FOLOATR SR [SERIGNY (\“‘ O.

B“\l": EECE IS |§§L'\-

Commissioner’s Docket No

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

v

ERIC STARVO GALT WARRANT OF ARREST

PRI RIRR I ERE Y ?.-.~7\p
- LRI A )

You are hereby commanded to arrest Eric Starveo Galt , and bring him
here insert name of defendant or deneripuon

forthwith before the nearest available United States Commissioner to answer to a complaint charging him

with conspiring to injure, oppress, threaten or intimidate Martin Luther King, Jr.,
here describe offense charged in complaint

a citizen of the United States, residing in Atlanta, Ga., in the free exercise and

enjoyment of his rights secured by the Constitution or Laws of the United States,

namely the right to freely travel from State to State.

AN
: RETURIED C,'\ECJ ) AND
in violation of U.S.C. Title, 18 , Section 241 NORTHER O bT'ucl:; oz-'\ ALHZ‘LE&

Dec 9

Date  April 17 ,19 68 . 77%«3.4.4.{4.’....:-.*...: ............ 2 R SR
. Mildred F. Spraguewu_;_! United States Commissioner.

1. Here insert designation of officer to whom warrant is issued. AM E. DAV]S' CLERK
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT.

RETURN

Received 12-6-71 ,19 at , and executed by arrest of.
RETURNED WARRANT WEX&CUTJ FER ORDER DATED 12-3-T71

at on

Johnny M. Townsl2 U.S. Marhsla

....................................................................... [}

strict of
4: 2.7 @7”

.AK—';////

Bobbz: Ehresmann -
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Bnelond formmt; mthm eop:lasofm o
m meenin mtsowa ut'm-, i

e Information mmm 1n the LDt m pbtaim by o
& mms E. NELSON, JR., on 19/1/75._ S I

s."‘,

2 nnm (Ms. 3)
.,2 - mm {%1937)(21:6 1)
- -g Biymiz

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

reputa
of FBI risked?

United Press International

WASHINGTON — Former Atty. Gen.

Nicholas Katzenbach testified Wednes--

day that J. Edgar Hoover risked the

reputation of the EBI — ‘‘his life’s"

work” — in a vendetta against Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.
Katzenbach told the Senate intelli-
gence committee that when he was
attorney general during 1965-66 he knew
of telephone wiretaps against King by
the FBI and once ordered a tap on
King’s home phone ended.
But he said he learned later the FBI
put electronic ‘‘bugs’’ in King’s hotel
room without authorization and used
other ‘‘unlawful and grossly improper”
tactics agai I
" The committee, investigating FBI
harassment of King which allegedly
continued for seven years until King
was assassinated April 4, 1968, also was
told Attorney General Robert F. Kenne-
dy authorized telephone taps against
King after Hoover insisted King was
under Communist influence.
When questioned about three memos
to him written by Hoover in 1965, giving
what Katzenbach called ‘“after-the-
fact” notification of bugs in King’s hotel
room, he said the memos contained inti-
tials ““that appear to be mine’’ — but he
said he could not recall the memos, and
said he did not think he initialled them.
There was no explanation as to who
else might have inititaled the memos.
*  Katzenbach said Hoover held ‘‘con-

servative views’’ and as he “grew older
"and the country changed — for the
worse, in his view — the intensity of
those feelings and the frustrations at
what was taking place grew.”

l

King criticized Hoover and the FBI,
Katzenbach said, and Hoover’s “capit-'
ulation to personal pique stemming ;

from public criticism of the FBI was |
particularly reprehensible and clearly

contrary to the interests of Presidents :
Kennedy and Johnson, constitutional :

government and the nation.”
He drew a picture of Hoover: ‘‘Na-
tional hero ... historical accident ...

sepvedbeo long ... overwhelming politi- -

cal power and political autondfiy.

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

¢ Buthesaid: “I would not-have-ex-
' pected him to risk the bureau’s reputa-

tion —his life’s work — by resorting to
unlawful or improper tactics.”

‘‘His vendetta against Dr. King, 1f’
successful, could have led to a civil
strife of frightening maghitude.”

Also testifying was Ramsey Clark
who gave no specifics about what he
may have known when he was attorney

general in 1967-69, but said the FBI was
trying ‘“‘to destroy the desperately’
neeged,margl leadershlp of Martin Lu-
ther King.” i
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s Alabama
December 12 s 1975

. ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTERR KING, JR.

on Decenber 10, 1975, BH ‘.E-l, vho has furnished
insufficient infomtion to establish his reliahility,
advised as follows:

Source furnished information regarding the

assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He does -
not know whether this information is reliable or not but
he first heard it several weeks before King was killed.
He got this information from an individual named Dr. Prosch
(phonetic). He said that Prosch showed him a rifle which
Prosch had in the trunk of his car and told him the gun
was to be used in a "big killing". Prosch said that the

" rifle was obtained from Aeromarine Company, Birmingham,

BH 7«1 advised that after the assassination when -
Prosch was drinking, Proach told source that King's assassi-
nation had been set up by King'*s assoclates, namely Dr.
Abernathy, and that Prosch®s job was to obtaln the weapon
~ to be used in the murder. Prosch told source that James
- Earl Ray was only a decoy in the murder. Prosch advised
that the man responsible for lining up the killer{s) of
King was Frank LeBerto (phonetic), an underworld igure
in New Orleans, Loulsiana and a riend of Prosch. LaBerto
allegedly received $265,000.00 for arranging King?s murder
and went to Detroilt the day King was killed, LaBertc runs
a truck stop in New Orleans named The Lake Pontchartrain
Restaurant. Dr. Prosch used to formerly spend a lot of
time at the Gulas Restaurant on Highway 78 East, Birmingham
and that after James Earl Ray's picture was published in
the newspaper, source said that he recognized Ray as an
individual who use to meet Prosch at the Gulas Restaurant
4» a couple of weeks before King was murdered. -
~-Bureau

R -2277

1-Detroit This document contains neither recommendations nor conw
TAB'ham clusions of the FBI, It is the property of the ¥FBI and
(44-17L0) is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to

CBS: %/ be distributed outside your agency. |
)) wos_— . S % .

(8)
-y
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ASSASSINATION OF
- DR, MARTIN LUTHER KIKG, JR.

; ‘ BH T-1 advised Prosch was & "gun nut" and that
he has been convicted by Federal authorities on a firearms
viclation.

BH T~1 adviged that he has not told anyone about
this before becauae he did not think that any law enforce~
ment agency would "touch"” it, _

It is noted that the "Birmingham.ﬂeus for &pril 22,
1971 carried an article captioned, "Dr. Prosch indicted on
gun charges”. fThis article stated that Dbr. Gus Joseph Prosch,
Jr. was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Birmmingham on
three counts of Federal gun control violations, He was
arrested at his home and aharged with unregistered weapons
and was released on $10,000,00 bond.

On March 10, 1971, Gus Joseph Praach, Jr, was
sentenced in Pederal Court in Birmin to five years in
custody of the Attormey General for 1llegal possession of
unreglatered firearms. He was also sentenced to two ¢ther
five year terms to run concurrently with the first count.,
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AIRTEL AIRMAJL

20: DIRECTOR, FRI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-17h0) (C)
MUREXN

Momfermmmmmm
three copies of an LHM mwnins information received
from a confidential source of the mm!m Office re~
lsgtingtomeusmlmtimofbr. mm,

m?gofmmuhemgasmm
locally to the U. 5. Attorney, Birminghanm

BH T-1 is BH 1079-PCI = B 137-2089

This informant was contacted on 4/18/74 and he
seid he would be willing to assist this Bureau on a confi.
dential basis concerning violation of Federal snd/or local

t come to this attention., It iz noted that
mivecﬁﬁmlmﬁmumum

mem (&l;% 1) (lnfo) ()
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FD-209 (Rev. 4-1-74)

OPTIONAL FOKM NO. 10 5010—106
MAY 1942 EOITION
G3a GEN, 1EG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SaC 7k v (1377 T Res9 X)) DATE: | 2~ /o~ 78~
SA -Du '\,ver‘"‘Q _D <> fc‘j\d(»v»\

Ty -
SUBJECT: [)pf — (07 - (TG 1o

Dates of Contact -
Jo-= ) 7S

File #s on which contacted (Use Titles if File #s not available or when CI provides positive information)

L4 - )7 o M oar i n

Purpose and results of contact PO A . ! B .
e .;;,;_,\,/\ N \—c\:x(_ M_ L Nl 2
[CINEGATIVE IR o . T, .
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R I I e R U

N H | - - I
sTatisTic 1 adoene et o

- I /V\gl‘
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-'Ylf,\,-:_/g ‘g),&/\:—-‘&_-\v\,i‘ —-A-\&L(-/(-’/" L’*v(\-\:, ~—t )C M !
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e _vv‘.wé\_-\_/\_._ \{C' \_(‘bC N —— 79 $\ ’ é k

)
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\’\‘J\,\"\:& Y) C&ose L\ S\‘,\‘t‘A;J 6‘9 \./\.1 Vi A v \'g €)f0 e ((, \r\ Q '>\""

VS &2 \ LN ¢

V\*‘"\\ C < : 4
- . - _ . T G e et e, U
g o SQ’((! N e ) kot . !p;re: scde T

Te '{CQ (28N T
“ "y 3 T \. ‘
el Vel ¢ay Sve—  Ole, . | .

- . 2
('7L¥\«gﬁ‘(\‘ “:/\\L\ Q\‘f\’

Tood ol W cov ool t& N,
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S AN & N LN
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o

-l g € é\v [SRAN L\( p\, Q( AR L e LQ X K ¥% e \4 N
AL v N e VAN, S
[TJPOSITIVE ASSIGNMENT GIVEN 2

Has informant shown any indication of emotional instability, unreliability or
furnishing false information? /1_ -

Ir}formant certified that he has furnished all information obtained by him
since last contact, including information coricerning narcotics, -

PERSONAL DATA

Coverage

o,

(}i« Ly H— 1740
{ - ,’)"7"‘ 2 Cj‘/

%..
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Indices Search Slip . .

FD-160 (Rev. 3-23-71)

Date
TO: CHIEF CLERK ) ¥} “I?(

Subject // / A' o Social Security Account #
4 /) Cf«ﬁ/ 7{\"‘ Y £ T

Aliases

Address Birth Date Birthplace Sex
CIMale
[CJFemale

:[ Exact Spelling Main Criminal Case Files Only :]Restnct to Locality of
All References Criminal References Only

::Main Subversive Case Files Cnly J;] Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Subversive References Only { Main Criminal {If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks

;,///,(' //!/ /7:7/1.(/// /V

Requested by Squad Extension File No.

oy /2 22

(date)

Con solldated by

(date)

Reviewed by

(date)

File Review Symbols

Identical ? - Not identifiable
Not {dentical U - Unavailable reference Y GPO: 1971—0-423-290
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Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 3-23-71)

TO: CHIEF CLERK

Date !‘y' '0‘ 7 {’

Social Secur‘ityA‘ccount #

7 Jgg(/ffw

Subjecy”/

DYl tir

Vz

& I

Sex
DMule

Birth Date Birthplace

Auaz/[;//,fw &

Address

[[JFemale

Exact Spelling

All References

l:‘Main Subversive Case Files Only
Subversive References Only

Eﬁestnct to Locality of

Main Criminal Case Files Only

.
Criminal References Only

:_:IMain Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number Remarks

File & Serial Number

Remarks

Jd=s /S CH

Squad Extension File No.

Requested by

wt

Searched by

JE oty =
(date )

6onsolidated by

(date)

Reviewed by

(date)

File Review Symbols
? -

Identical
U -

Not identical

Not identifiable
Unavailable reference

Y GPO: 1971—0-423-290
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pete \v' w"l(

TO: CHIEF CLERK
i Social Security Account #

Subject £ / / i ) -
i

Aliases ;
Sex

Birth Date Birthplace
DMale
[JFemale
Exact Spelling I :Main Criminal Case Files Only DRestrict to Locality of
All References l:.Crlminul References Only
Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

[:Main Subversive Case Files Only |
Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

Subversive References Only i
Remarks File & Serial Number

Address

Remarks

File & Serial Number

/7 &0 f Gt Sl T et i 88

Extension File No.

Squad

57025

Searched Y.
&
/’%Zi (date)

Consoltdated by

Requested by

(date)

Reviewed by

date ) | y
L | AINGHAM

Flile Review Symbols .
Yz

? - Not identifiable
U - Unavailable reference Y GPO: 1871—0-423-290

I - Identical
NI - Not identical
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TO: CHIEF CLERK bV el

Subject ? / e A y Social Security Account #

Aliases

Address Birth Date Birthplace Sex
CIMale
[JFemale

IE‘.xcct Spelling Main Criminal Case Files Only [:]Restrict to Locality of

All References Criminal References Only

| Main Subversive Case Files Only L—:IMain Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Subversive References Only E_:]Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number

Requested by Squad Extension File No.

Searc??y /74 _,/&-/Z/
)Z'jtj (date)
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(date)
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(date)

File Review Symbols

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable
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All References
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l ;Maln Criminal Case Fliles Only
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:,Crlmlnal References Only

ality of

:r IMain Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number

Remarks File & Serial Number

Remarks

LI ST

Requested by

Squad Extension File No.
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£
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) . .

Lad . -

12/3/76

Transmit the following in
g (Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE PRIORITY

(Precedence)

FM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (C)
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY
MEMPHIS (44-1987) PRIORITY

BT
EFTO
MURKIN

FRANK WINSETT (PROTECT), WHITE MALE, AGE 26, WHOSE RELIABILITY
IS UNKNOWN, VISITED BIRMINGHAM OFFICE DECEMBER 3, 1976, AND
EXPRESSED DESIRE TO FURNISH INFORMATION HELPFUL TO A RECENT
BIRMINGHAM DIVISION BANK ROBBERY. HIS INFORMATION WAS NON-SPECIFIC
AND THE BANK ROBBERY HAD BEEN SOLVED. HE ADVISED HE WAS A ONE-TIME
UNSUCCESSFUL BUREAU APPLICANT-CLERK, AND DISCUSSED SOME LOCAL
CRIMINAL CHARACTERS AND GAMBLERS GENERALLY, CLAIMING TO BE
KNOWLEDGEABLE REGARDING SOME CRIMINAL PERSONALITIES.

HE THEN ADVISED HIS REAL REASON FOR COMING TO THE OFFICE WAS

TO FURNISH THE FOLLOWING REGARDING THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,

ASSASSINATION.
A FRIEND, A WHITE MALE, WHOM HE WOULD NOT IDENTIFY, HAS

N 740 2034

PJM/bs
Aﬁ

Py

I ' -M \é/

Spéci&l Age'rft in Charge ) U
) h GPO 41975 O - 590-992

Approved:
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) .

-

it the f ing i :
Transmit the following in (Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

INFORMATION THAT WILL OPEN WIDE THE MURKIN INVESTIGATION, AND THIS
FRIEND IS IN CONTACT WITH A COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE,
FURNISHING INFORMATION REGARDING INDIVIDUALS KNOWN TO HIM WHO WERE
INVOLVED. THIS INFORMATION SHOULD COME OUT (BE MADE PUBLIC) TO THE
FBI AND TO THE PUBLIC IN THE NEXT WEEK. WINSETT CQNVINCED HIS
FRIEND, AFTER A LENGTHY DISCUSSION, THAT HE HAD NO CHOICE BUT REVEAL
HIS KNOWLEDGE REGARDING THIS MATTER. THE FRIEND DID NOT AND WOULD
NOT BRING THIS INFORMATION TO THE FBI BECAUSE OF A PAST CONVICTION
IN AN FBI CASE (NATURE OF CRIME NOT SPECIFIED) IN WHICH THE FRIEND
TOOK HIS CASE TO THE APPEALS COURT IN NEW ORLEANS AND HAD HIS
CONVICTION OVERTURNED. THE COST TO HIS FRIEND WAS SUCH THAT HE
WOULD NOT COME TO THE FBI WITH HIS INFORMATION.

THE FRIEND DISCUSSED THIS MATTER WITH AN UNNAMED FRIEND
EMPLOYED BY THE U. S. SECRET SERVICE AND THEN DECIDED TO TAKE HIS

Joos
INFORMATION TO THE U. S. SENATE. (71 ?Z’w{;“f’

WINSETT WAS THE SUBJECT OF A BUAP - CLERK CASE IN BIRMINGHAM

IN 1967 UNDER THE NAME FRANKIE SIDNEY WINSETT, DOB‘

, AND HE WAS NOT RECOMMENDED FOR EMPLOYMENT BECAUSE HIS FAMILY

DOCTOR DESCRIBED HIM AS "EMOTIONALLY UNSTABLE".

BIRMINGHAM CONDUCTING NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION UACB.

BT.

M Per

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
GPO : 1975 O - 590-992
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PP Ha ME |

DE BH

P @325322 DEC 76

FM BIRMINGHAM (44-174%) (C)

T0 DIRECTOR (44-32861) PRIORITY
MEMPHIS (44-1987) PRIORITY

BT
EFTO
~ MURKIN, | |

FRANK WINSETT (PROTECT), WHITE MALE, AGE 26, WHOSE RELIA-
BILITY IS UNKNOWN, VISITED BIRMINGHAN OFFICE DECEMBER 3, 1976,'
AND EXPRESSED DESIRE TO FURNISH INFORMATiow HELPFUL TO A:RECENT
BIRMINGHAM DIVISION BANK ROBBERY. HIS INFORVMATION WAS NON—SPECIFIC
AND THE BANK ROBBERY HAD BEEN SOLVED, ‘HE‘ADVISED.HE WAS A ONE--
TIME UNSUCCESSFUL BUREAU APPLICANT-CLERK, AND DISCUSSED SOME LOCAL
CRIMINAL CHADACTERC ANDlQAﬂBLFRS GENERALLY, CLAIMING TO 3E
KNOWLEDGEABLE PEupPDINc SOME CRIMINAL PERSOMALITIES,

HE THEN ADVISED HIS REAL REASON FOR COMING TO THE OFFICE WAS
TO ﬁUR&IéH THE FOLLOWING REGARDING THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
ASSASSI&ATION. |

A FRIEND, A WHITE MALE, #HOM HE WOULD NOT 1DE NTIFY HAS

5// INT — 2936
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PAGE TWO BH 44-1’@ EFTO

- INFORMATION THAT WILL OPEN‘WIDE THE MURKIN INVESTIGATION, AND

'THIS FRIEND IS II CONTACT WITH A COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES
SENATE, FURNISHING INFORMATioN REGARDING. INDIVIDUALS KNOWN TO
HINM WHO WERE INVOLVED, THIS INFORMATION SHOULD COME OUT (3T
YADE PUBLIC) TO THE FBI AND TO THE PUBLIC IV THE NEXT WEEX.
WINSETT CONVINCED IS FRIEND, AFTER A LENGTHY DISCUSSION, THAT
HE HAD §0 CHOICE BUT REVEAL HIS KNOWLEDGE REGARDING THIS MATTER.
THE FRIEND DID HOT AND WOULD ¥OT BRING THIS INFORMATION TO THE
F3I BECAUSE OF p PAST CONVICTION 1N AN FBI CASE (NATURE OF CRIME
NOT SPECIFIED) IN WHICH THE FRIEND TOOK HIS CASE TO THE APPEALS
COURT IN NEW ORLEANS AND HAD HIS CONVICTION OVERTURNED. THE
COST TO HIS FRIEND UAS SUCH THAT ME WOULD NOT COWE TO THE F31
WITH HIS INFORMATION. |

THE FRIEND DISCUSSED THIS MATTER WITH AN UNHANED FRIZND
EMPLOYED BY THE U, S. SECRET SERVICE AND THEN DECIDED 70 TAKE
HIS INFORWATION TO THE L. S. SENATE.j ‘

WINSETT "AS THE SUBJECT OF A SUAP - CLERK CASE IN 3IR-

MINGHAM IN 1967 UNDER THE NAME FRANKIE SIDNEY, WINSETT, DCB

s AND HE JAS NOT RECOMMENDED FOR EMPLOYMENT
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PAGE THREE BH 44-1742 E F T O

BECAUSE HIS FAMILY DOCTOR DESCRIBED HIM AS "EMOTICNALLY
UNSTABLE",
BIRMINGHAM CONDUCTING NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION UACB.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Birmingham, Alabama

In Reply, Please Refer to December 15, 1976
File No. .

RE; ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARm
LUTHER KING, JR., R
CIVIL RIGHTS

On December 14, *9”6 BH T- 1, who has furnished in-
sufficient information to establlsh hlS reliability, furnished
the following information: _ o

Source met Dr. Gus Prosch, M.D., for the flrs1 time
in late 1967 or possibly January, 1968, at Gulas' Restaurant
and Lounge on Highway 78 East, Birmingham, Alabama. Prosch.
had just moved to Birmingham from northern Alabama, possibly
Albertville, and was '"down and out and bitter" sgince his wife
had run off with another man and he had suffered financial
reverses. Prosch and the source became regular drinking part- .
ners at Gulas' and on occasions the source loaned Prosch money,
perhaps $20 at a time. At this time, Prosch did not want
people to know his identity, probably since he was a doctor,
and he used the name John Willard and often introduced himself
to people at Gulas' as John Willard. In early 1968 Prosch was
setting up a medical practice in Birmingham.

. In approximately February, 1968, at Gulas', Prosch
introduced a/friend of his to the source and this man's name
was Frank berto (Phonetic). The source saw Frank Liberto
at Gulas' Avith Prosch in Febr uary or March, 1968, usually on
a weekend, as many as six or .seven times. He described Frank
leerto Phonetic) as a white male in his late thirties;

early forties at the tTme;, "six feet tall, 190 pounds, dark
comple ioned, with a full head“T“BTEEk halr and“dﬁ”ﬁ'eyes
Liberto was well built, well dressed, and a nice looking man.
The source learned that Liberto owned an unnamed truck stop
on Lake Pontchartrain in New Orleans and Prosch described him
to the source as the head of the Greek Mafla 1n New Orieans.

B TP ——.

This document contains neither recom-

mendations nor conclusions of the FBI.

It is the property of the FBI and is

loaned to your agency; it and its con-

tents are not to be distributed out- éz//ﬁ/225234$}5));7
side your agency.
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ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.,
" CIVIL RIGHTS

Source never saw Liberto drive an automobile and did not
- know if he came=19o Birmingham in a car or by plane. On
most occasions, “wheén he saw Liberto with Prosch at Gulas',
Liberto had one oY two male companions in his company.
His impression was that Liberto's companions were body
guards and/or underlings.

At sometime in February, 1968, Prosch started showing
"affluence and definitely had money. Prosch was intensely
interested in guns of all kinds and always had pistols o6n
his person. The source believed that Prosch and Liberto had
some kind of a-gun-deal in operation.

On or about March 15, 1968, the source was at Gulas'
Restaurant with Prosch and Liberto. Looking out the window
to the parking lot he observed a grey colored car park and a
black man came from the car to the restaurani. He recognized
this individual as the Rev. (First Name Unknown) Shuttleworth,
a black male, personally known to the source at the time, as
very active in civil rights matters at the time. Rev. Shuttle-
worth sent a message into the restaurant and Dr. Prosch and
Frank Liberto left the restaurant and went out to the car that
Rev. Shuttleworth had returned to. Prosch and Liberto got
~into the back of this car and Shuttleworth was in the front
along with another black male whom the source recognized as
Dr. Ralph Abernathy, who was also well known to the source.
These four men sat in the car for a period of approximately
one hour and during this time the source, at a corner booth
in Gulas', observed them through the window. Prosch and .
Liberto returned to the restaurant and the car with Shuttle-
worth and Abernathy drove off. Prosch and Liberto said
noihlng regarding this meeting and the source wondered but
did not ask any questions.

. " Shortly after this meeting, possibly a week later,
Dr. Prosch came to Gulas' with anether white male and intro-
duced this individual to the source as Mr. Gault. The source
could not remember the first name used. He described Gault
as a white male, in his 30's, approximately 5'10', 160 pounds,
neat in appearance (work clothes) and respectable. On this
occasion Prosch, Liberto and Gault had a private conversation.
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ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., e
" CIVIL RIGHTS

When the conyersation broke up, Gault left Gulas*® Restaurant
and Prosch and Liberto stayed on and continued drinking.

They made no comment whatever regarding their conversation
with Gault. . The source later came to know, from the news-
papers and publicity, that the man introduced to him as Gault
was James Earl Ray, and the source saw Gault on two occasions
only in Birmingham. ST o S

Approximately one week later the source again cb-
served a meeting between Dr. Prosch and Frank Liberto on
the onehand and Dr. Abernathy and Rev. Shuttleworth on the
other. The meeting took place at the same location, the
. parking lot of Gulas' Restaurant, and these four men sat in
the same car for a period probably in excess of one hour.
The black men left in their car and Prosch and Liberto returned
to the restaurant but said nothing regarding the meeting.

A few nights later, again at Gulas' Restaurant,
probably very late in March, 1968, Liberto was at Gulas'
Restaurant when Dr. Prosch brought Gault to the restaurant
for the second time. These three had a private conversation
and Gault left the restaurant by himself. Nothing was said
by Prosch or Libertoc regarding this conversation. Source
believes this was the last occasion that he saw Frank Liberto
in Birmingham, Alabama.

On April 3, 1968, the source met Dr. Prosch at the
bar in Gulas' at about 4:15 P.M. Prosch had been drinking
guite a bit and the source had a drink. Prosch then took
the source for a ride in his new car, a red Cadillac conver-
tible with a white top. Prosch drove him around some and ,
they went to the Aeromarine Company at the Birmingham Airport.
Prosch went into Aeromarine leaving the source in the car.
After ten minutes, he came out with a wooden crate approxi-
mately four feet by ten inches by eight inches, and put it
in the trunk of the Cadillac. They drove back to Gulas'
Restaurant and parked the car on the lot.

When they got out of the car, Prosch took the source
to the rear of his car and told him he wanted to show him
something. He opened the trunk and pried the top off the
wooden box which contained a rifle. He talked about the rifle
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ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.,
CIVIL RIGHTS

and then told the source that this was the rifle that‘Was
going "to kill Martin Luther King'". This was a bolt-action
rifle, with a short c¢lip and no scope.

Stlll st%ndlng behind the car on the parklng 1ot

Prosch told the source that Dr. Abernathy and Rev. Shuttle—
worth had bought a contract for $265,000 to have Martin Luther
King killed. They felt that King had gone soft with his CoT
non-violence and the money coming into the SCLC and civil

~rights movement had fallen off considerably. The civil rights
novement was coming tc a halt and Xing was no longer €ffective
but was very popular. They believed that if he were killed,
he would beccme a martyr and the money would come flowing in
to advance the civil rights movement and to influence Congressional
sentiment to énact into law civil rights bills that were being
held up.

Prosch said that Frank Liberto had gone on to Detroit
and Gault had purchased another gun.  Gault was to be the
"decoy" to take the heat off the man who would do the killing.
Prosch sa2id Gault was to lay his gun down after he saw the
killer leave the building. Then Gault was to meet Frank -
Liberto in Detroit and get the rest of hiszs money and the
necessary papers to get out of the country. This whole con-
versation took place on the parking lot near Dr. Prosch's
car. Prosch and the source went into Gulas' and drank until
9:00 or 10:00 PM, at which time each went home for the night.
This source has not seen Prosch since that night. '

On April 4, 1968, the source was present at his
place of business in Birmingham the whole day and had a busi-
ness meeting at the Parliament House Hotel in Birmingham in
the early evening with business associates. It was at this
location that the source learned that Martin Luther King,
Jr., had been killed on that day in Memphis, Tennessee. He
tried to put what he knew out of his mind and was afraid to
talk to anyone at the time regarding this matter.

Source followed the newspaper publicity and accounts
regarding the killing at the time it occurred and has been
interested in them ever since. COver the years he has
commented to many people that he did not believe that James
Earl Ray killed Dr. King. Recently, he became even more
interested when he learned of the renewed interest on the
part of the Congress and their intent to conduct investi-
gations regarding assassinations. He also recently read

4
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ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER XING, JR.,
" CIVIL RIGHTS

for the first time the alleged

name John Willard registered at 3:30 PM on
at the hotel in Memphis where Dr. Xing was

was his understanding that the
not identify James Earl Ray as

person using the
April 4, 1968
staying and it
landlady or hotel clerk could
identical with John Willard.

fact that a

_Source believes that John Willard could be identical with

" Dr. Gus Prosch who used that name in early 1968 in Birmingham, |
The source alsc believes that the bullet taken from

Alabama.
Dr. King was not identified as
picked up at or near the scene

The soufce knows that

at Aeromarine on April 3, 1968
is any record at Aeromarine of

having come from the rifle
of the assassination.

Dr. Prosch picked up a rifle
and he does not believe there
the sale of this rifle. This

rifle, purchased by Prosch, was a bolt-action type rifle

and an artist's drawing,
somewhere, depicting the rifle
assassination as a bolt-action

that the source saw in a newspaper

found at the scene of the
weapon. The source's under-

standing is that the second rifle purchased by James Earl
Ray using the name Harvey (Last Name Unknown) at Aeromarine
in Birmingham, Alabama, was a Remington, Model 760, 30.06
caliber pump action rifle and the source believes that the

previously described Remington
the actual killing.

In the second week of December,

rifle was probably used for
1976,

the source was told when he discussed Gus Prosch with an

individual in Birmingham, that

were storing guns in Birmingham, Alabama,

Prosch and his associates
in 1968 in con-

nection with a gun running operation and that the gun that
killed Dr. King was shipped out of the country to Costa

Rica.
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FD-35 (Rev. 2-14-94) §

12/15/176

Transmit the following i

(Type in ,}lamtext or cod")

ATRTEL T ATRMAIL

(Precedence)

Via

7O DIRECTOR, FBI (44~32861)

. FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44—1740) (RUC)

MURK TN
CR

(00: ! NE)

Re Birmingham teletype to Bureau and Memphis dated
12/3/76; and ‘Birmingham airtel to Bureau, Detroit and New
Orle2ns on 12/12/75.

Enclozed for the Bureau are the original and three
opies of an LHM; for Memphis two (2) copies; and one

jopy each to Detpbit and New Orleans. Also enclosed for
qureau and Mempfis are three (3) photographs of Dr. GUS

H PROSCH, JR/ and one {1) photo of an artist'S conception.

S Th frce of the information furnished by EFRANK {’ig
WINSETT (PROTECT) in referenced teletype of 12/3/76 has been
identified as a former PCI of the Birmingham Division. Thi:
former PCI is identical with the source in referenced Bir-
mingham airtel of 12/12/75. His case is closed in Birmingham
and He was last contacted as a PCI in February, 1976

T d

This source has functioned for the past year as an
infoymant for DEA, Birmingham, and U. S. Secret Service,
Birmingham, and has discussed captioned matter with repre-
sentgtives of both agencies. DEA advised on 12/14/76 that
his ngarcotics information is accurate and reliable and both
agengies bave pending investigations in which he is furnish-
ing worthwhile information on' a contlnulng baSTS

Lo . o i
- Bureau (44-38861) (Enc. 8) _ ;
%Empn1< (44-1987) (Enc. 6) i
éew Orieans (157-10673) {INFO) (an

etroit (Enc. 1) (INFO)
irmingham (1 =
I:bhn  (10) (1 - 137 2089)

-

Special Agent in Charge

¥
Approvad: . __ i
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BH 44-1740

On 12/14/76, this source was interviewed by SA
PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN of the Birmingham Office at the DEA°
Office in Birmingham in the presence of DEA Agent LARRY
HAHN. The source did not desire to come to the FBI Office
for interview and explained his reluctance to talk to the
FBI since he was convicted in an ITSP case at Birmingham,
Ala., in 1969 or 1970, which conviction was subsequently
revelsed in the 5th plTCUlt Court and cost the source a
large amount of money to defend himself. He claims he was
afraid to furnish the detailed information of the enclosed
~LHM shortly after the assassination of Dr. KING because he.
was afraid and at that time, or shortly after, he became
involved in a variety of personal problems including his
FBI case. Later, when he talked about this matter, people
aiways ''turned me oOff".

Source has not talked to any group from the U. S.
Senate or House of Representatives, contrary to information
furnished in referenced Birmingham teletype of 12 /3/76 but
he has discussed this matter with U. S. Secret Service,
Birmingham, DEA, Birmingham, and with an Asgsistant U. S.
Attorney at Birmingham, Alabama. %}yﬁ 3gvﬁ?

The enclosed photawvaphs of Dr. GUS PROSCH were
obtained by the source from U. S. ?ecret Service at Blvmlnmham
and he identified the enclosed artist's conception as a
newspaper or magazine representation of an individual who
registered at the hotel in which Dr. KING was killed, as JOHN
WILLARD, on 4/4/68. It is source's understanding that JOHN
WILLARD was never identified and he bhelieves WILLAED could
be identical with Dr. GUS PROSCH who used the name JOHN
WILLARD in Birmingham, Alabama, in the carly part of 1068.

Memphis should give this matter due consideration and
furnish the Bureau any comments or recommendations. No
further investigation is being conducted at Birmingham UACB.

This former PCI ekpressed feaf for his life and
does not. want his identity revealed.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P) pate: 12/20/76
SA PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR
(00: ME)

Re Birmingham airtel to Bureau, 12/15/76, in which
information is furnished from former BH 1079 PCI.

The following is set forth for information purposes
since it does not appear in referenced airtel and LHM.

The last paragraph of Page 2 of LHM refers to the
source's introduction to a Mr. GAULT and a private conversation
between PROSCH, LIBERTO and GAULT. The source advised that
the waitresses and bartender at Gulas should have seen these
people together and possibly they were also seen by BILL BARNES,
a Birmingham PD Detective, who was a drinking partner of the .~

source in early 1968 and frequently in Gulas at the time. ﬁ/
The source was operating Economy Press, Inc., on
12th Avenue North, Birmingham, in March and April, 1968, a
knew many of the black people involved in the civil rights
movement because he had performed printing for them and for
some of the organizations. The source's activity on April
4, 1968, leading up to his learning that Dr. KING had been
killed.ape“éynopsised on Page 4, Paragraph 4, of the LHM.
Details of his activities that date, 4/4/68, are set out here-
after, since they were obtained at the time of interview but
were not germane to the LHM or to the cover airtel.

On 4/4/68, the source had a business appointment
at his Economy Press Co. Office with people from the Trans
World Insurance Company. He was to do printing work for them
in connection with this new company and in connection with
the issue of stock certificates. There was a tentative
arrangement in which the source would be paid in stock o
company, and possibly become a director.
a security salesman of Montgomery, Ala.,
from " Trans World were togethér throughout the day at
company and he was occupied in this manner. FRANKL
VELT, Jr. was to be present later in the day i&fﬁg was to

\/,J ‘‘‘‘ o
Jau/bin '

S010-108
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become a Director or the President of this company. The
source, HAL DOPSON, and others involved met with FRANKLIN
ROOSEVELT, JR/ at about 5:00 PM on 4/4/68 at a big suite
“—“fhe”Parl“ ment House where they had some drinks and were
again involved in discussions regarding the Trans World
Insurance Company and the stock issue. It was at this lo-
cation that they heard black people crying and screaming in
the corridor and determined that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been
killed. This information shocked those present and FRANKLIN
ROOSEVELT, JR. departed immediately for the airport to return
to Miami. The source went home at this time.

The source believes he spent the day following the
assassination, 4/5/68 t his place of business where EDDIE
UPSHAW, a black malgs and later possibly a member of GF in-—
Volved in the BiagK Liberation Front in Birmingham, came to
him requesting phat he print photographs of MARTIN LUTHER KING
for the purpose of selling such. Right after the assassination,
the source did in fact print such photographs, approximately

10,000 in the first week and these were sold in Alabama for
a dollar a piece. Source received $10 a photo for his work.
Salesmen, used by EDDIE UPSHAW, in this enterprise, rented
cars to travel in the State and the source furnished EDDIE
UPSHAW with his own American Express card for the purpose of
renting these cars. Shortly after this time the source be-
came involved in the 87 case, referred to in the referenced
airtel.

Source advised that after having had a good bit
to drink, he returned to his home on the evening of 4/3/68,
following the incident wherein Dr. PROSCH had showed him the
rifle and told him of the forthcoming killing of Dr. KING.
The source said he did not believe that he had told this
story to his wife when he arrived home that night, 4/3/68,
but, in conversation with his wife at a later time, she told
him that he had mentioned some of these facts to her at that
time.

The source advised that the only person that he
has discussed this matter with in detail/f shortly after it
happened, was Mrs. PAUL (POLLY) JOURNEY, who was his secretary
at the printing oOperation in 1968 an a close confidant. She
is deceased having passed in approLimately 1973. The source
has™a"Son, MARK'DAVIS who is and/has been working for some-
time at Aeromarlne in Birmingham and MARK is familiar with
the people employed there. He has heard and discussed with
them various aspects of the purchase of guns by JAMES EARL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BH 44-1740

RAY back in 1968 and in turn has discussed this and these
matters with his father, the source.

, As a result, the source advised that Dr. GUS PROSCH
purchased the rifle at Aeromarine on 4/3/68 and it is his
understanding that there is no record of the sale of the rifle
from Aeromarine on 4/1, 2, or 3/68. His son did not review
those records, but received this information from the wife of
GARY (LNU), who handles records at Aeromarine. He identified
GARY LNU, as a white male, possibly 35, a big fat guy, who has
worked at Aeromarine since before 1968 and is the individual
who affixed the scope on the second gun purchased by JAMES EARL
RAY. Source has heard that there is a slip of paper in the
records dated 4-68 with the notation "invoice missing". The
source understands that when RAY, using his alias, returned
the first rifle he purchased at Aeromarine, he commented that
it was not big enough to do the job. All of his information
from Aeromarine has been obtained through his son and is hear-
say. The source says there is a record at Aeromarine on
4/5/68 reflecting that PROSCH bought a Colt AR 15 and later

PROSCH " bought many guns from this source.

Page 5 in the last paragraph of the LHM contains
information that a friend of the source told him that the
gun that killed Mr. KING was shipped out of the country to
Costa Rica. This/Source identified this individual who fur-
nished this infgfmation to him in December, 1976, as OSCA
KENT. KENT is/a well known hoodlum in Birmingham, presently

“6n 375,000 boAd for ‘a murder. “KENT told the source that,
following 8, hé became a good friend of Dr. GUS PROSCH,
and KENT cléimed the gun used to kill KING was shipped out
of this cofintry to Costa Rica.

_ The source resides at 2029 Valleydale Road, Birmingham,
35244 in Shelby County, and his home phone is 822-7492.
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SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) | 114477
SA PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN

MURKIN

'MORRIS DAVIS was in telephonic contact with the
writer on 1/3/77 and furnished the following information:

In the course of his continuing efforts with DEA,
Birmingham, he has visited the Wrought Iron Lounge in
Mountain Brook, Alabama, which is allegedly owned and/or
operated by OSCAR KENT. :

While there recently, he met a dancer, TIFFANY (LNU),
a white female between age 22 and 25, 5'6", 110 - 115 pounds
blond, slender, shapely, and not particularly pretty. He
1earned that she is from New Orleans, Louisiana, and in a
conversation with her he mentioned the name FRANK LIBERTO -
(Phonetic). TIFFANY said she knew and had dated FRANK LIBERTO
and she described him accurately to DAVIS. She indicated that
he is still in New Orleans and still has the truck stop.

| ?V’/?VU»Q&
SEARCHED . SNDEXED.—
seRiALizep ¥ 4/ vm«z}:’
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3/3/77

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (RUC)

MURKIN
CR
. 00: MEMPHIS

Re B1rm1ngham airtel to B1recter, 12/15/76
Memphis airtel, 12/20/76. ,

The following is for 1nformat10n

The former Birmlngham PCI who furnlshed the
information in referenced Birmingham communication of
12/15/76, contactwd the Birmingham Office telephomically
from time to time - regardlng captioned matter.

On 3/3/77 “he telephonically contacted Biﬁningham
wondering if, "LIBBRTO" had been investigated in New Orleans
in the past. He was told that ‘investigation regarding a
family of LIBERTOS had been con§Reted back in 1968. Source
- mentioned that the LIBERTO in New Orleans has a brother
in the produce business in Memphis, Tennessee, and also
expressed the thought that "No one can convince me that
it (the KING assassination). was not a conspiracy.,"

. Source advised he received two recent telephone
calls, the last on 2/28/77, from a Mr. EVANS, a deputy
chief of the House of RepreSentatlves Commlttee on
- Assassinations. EVANS told him that if they get their
appropriation, EVANS will want to talk to the source about -
this matter, and the source told EVANS that he would ‘but
,'would not discuss it on the telephone.

Bureau

Memphis (44-1987) (Info.) v .
New Orleans (157-10673) (Info. ) - m‘/‘/ ’71{0 7'793
Birmingham : o : _ R A

”"759-‘1445}"95!,—/\_1 -

E I T
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Source advi sed that ‘he had Birmingham Secret S
- Service check on° ésiédhda after the first telephone call

xand establlshed that EVANS was, in fact ~with the comm1ttee.-=

Source expresaed his bellef that the FBI in
Washlngton must have furnished his 1nformat10n to the
.House Committee. - ,
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) DATE: 1/14/77
FROM : SA PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN

SUBJECT: MURKIN
It
222
_

MORRIS DAVIS was in telephonic contact with the
writer on 1/3/77 and furnished the following information:

In the course of his continuing efforts with DEA,
Birmingham, he has visited the Wrought Iron Lounge in
Mountain Brook, Alabama, which is allegedly owned and/or
operated by OSCAR KENT.

While there recently, he met a dancer, TIFFANY (LNU),
a white female between age 22 and 25, 5'6'", 110 - 115 pounds,
blond, slender, shapely, and not particularly pretty. He
learned that she is from New Orleans, Louisiana, and in a
conversation with her he mentioned the name FRANK LIBERTO
(Phonetic). TIFFANY said she knew and had dated FRANK LIBERTO
and she described him accurately to DAVIS. She indicated that
he is still in New Orleans and still has the truck stop.

gy 2 |
/ // 77 / M@L /byﬁ
- A‘/» e T

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
8AC, NRGAIS (44-1987 SUB ) (P)

NURKIN
CR
00: MEMPHIS

Re Birminghan airtnl Iltll enclosed 1BM, 12/15/76.

Esclosed for the Bureau are four coples and for
Birmingham one copy of an LHM dated 1/18/77 captioned
"JAMES EARL RAY; ENARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIN, CR.”

The source referred to in the enclosed LM -
is FRANX WINSEIT Wt)mmmmomuon '

to the Birminghas Office,

: Amindmﬂmmmﬁmvmh
that FPREDERICK LEE SHUTTLEWORTH was formerly affilisted
with the Southera Conferemce Educational Fund, It is
not known by the Memphis Division whether FREDERICE LER
nmum 1: the individual ntcmd to in the Biu.incha

'

mmntemtmummm.uwam
Birminghan Office requested the Nemphis Office to determine
the subscriber to a telephone number relating to am Anvesti- -
nﬁmmm Birmingham regarding Dr, GUB
ma. i tdotmmdthutthhtohﬂm

| | /\ B
C%*ﬂmm(:e (#ne., i) (42?740) | A4¢ / 7‘/0 224 65

BFJ:rsh - s © W ,

() R , c'/f JANZZIS??
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number was listed to J. E, BUNT, 2397 Tutwiler,
Memphis, Tennessee, ‘

On 3/4/71 Lt, K, H, ARKIN, Intelligence
Division, Memphis PD, advised that BUNT was arrested
for violation of the Memphis City Curfew Law during
the riots which enmued after the assasination of
Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. The Memphis Office has no
information indicating the relationship between Dr.
PROSCH and BUNT, :
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Memphis, Tennessee

File No.

January 18, 1977

JAMES EARL RAY;

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. =
VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS

On December 14, 1976, a source who has
furnished insufficient information to establish his
reliability, advised that Dr. Gus Prosch, who often
introduced himself as John Willard, Frank Liberto,
who source learned owned an unnamed truck stop on
Lake Pontchartrain in New Orleans, Louisiana, and whom
Prosch described as the head of the Greek Mafia in
New Orleans, Reverend (first name unknown) Shuttleworth,
personally known to the source in 1968 as very active in
civil rights matters, Dr., Ralph Abernathy, and a Mr,
(first name unknown) Gault met a number of times in the

Birmingham, Alabama, area in 1968, Following one of the
meetings, Dr, Prosch informed the source that Dr. Abernathy
and Reverend Shuttleworth had bought a contract for
$265,000 to have Martin Luther King, Jr, killed,

On November 29, 1970, the Jefferson County
Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, Alabama, received a report
that a trailer lcaded with guns was bogged down at
Parkwood Trailer Park, Parkwood Community, in Jefferson
County near Bessemer, Alabama, This trailer, whose
ownership was subsequently traced to Prosch, was found
to contain a huge quantity of shoulder and hand firearms,
ammunition of various caliber, hand grenades, dynamite,
sawed off shotguns, a 60 mm mortar, black powder, capped
bottles containing gas, bayonets, food stuff, camping
equipment, medical supplies, and other unnamed materials.
Some of the weapons in this cache were traced to Dr, Prosch,
a Rirmingham physician whosce practice was limited to
treating overweight persons., Dr. Prosch, a white male,

This document contains neither recommendations
itor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the
FBI; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency, '
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