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R JACKSON (62=544) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) INMMFDIATF

BIPMINGHAM IMMEDIATE
' DALLAS IMMEDIAT® ALL OFFICES VIA FRINQ
MFMPHIS (44-1987 SUR #) IMMEDIATE

SAK ANTONIO (44-1242) INNFDIATE

UNCLAS ©E F TO
ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY

MURKXINg 0G: MEMPHIS

BURGESS AUDIF WILSON, Jx., IBMATE , OCFAN SPRINGS CITY Jall,

OCFAN QP‘?INGS, MISSISSIPPI, WAS I?-WFRVIEWFD BY FBI AGFNTS, AUGUST
19, 1978, REGARDING HIS ALL FGED KHOWLFRGE AND INVOLVENMENT IN THE
ASSASSINATION OF DR, MA;{TI!@ LUTHER KI® G AFTE’D HAVING WAIVED HIS
GHTS, AND HE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING I’WOPHATION'
WILSON. ADVISED THAT THE TIMR PRIOR TC THE MURDER AOF MARTIN

LUTHER KING, HE WAS LIVISG IN GRANDVIFW, MISSOURI, IN A HOUSF O

?43‘)63?/27ﬂ;4&5:5-
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BYFRS ROAD WITH HIS WIFF, BETTY LOU, AND HIS THREF CHILDRFEH,

DEBORAH, STEYE, AND MARK. HF WAS IN THF AIR FORCF RFSFRVE AND ALSO

OPFRATED A JEWFLRY STORF,

IN THE COURSF OF HIS JEWFLRY DUSINESS, HF MET A WHITE MALF
ITALIAN WHO WAS IN HIS LATE SIXTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATFLY 5 FEFT 9
INCHFS TALL, WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 230 POUNDS, AND WHO OPFRATED A
JEWELRY TRADE SHOP ON WALMUT STREET, HE STATED THAT THIS wHITF
MALE INTRODUCED MIM TO ANOTHER UHITF MALF ITALIAN BY THF NAME OF
MITCH (LNUDY, WHO WAS IN KIS MID FIFTIES AND WAS APPRQXIMATELY
5 FEFT 19 INCHES TALL, AND WFIGHED APPROXIMATELY 190 Pouwns, 1 HO
HAD BLACK, WAVY HAIR AND HAD SONE CONNFCTION WITH A RORDING
compawY, AND ALSO MITGH'S RPOTHER . NAMS NOT RECALLED, WHO FIT
SAMF PHYSICAL DFSCRIPTINY AS MITCH, BUT WHO HAD NUMEROUS CUT
ON HIS FACW, | ‘

HE STATED. THAT MITCH STARTED DELIVERING JEWELRY TO HIM FOR
THE PURPOSE OF HAVIMG THE STONFS PEMOVFD FROM THE FITTINGS. KT
STATFD MITCH USUALLY MET HIM AT A BAR ON WALNUT STRFET WHICH WAS
RUN BY A WHITF FEMALE AND IT ALSO APPFARFD THAT MITCH MIGHT HAUF
BFFH A PART OWNER OR HAD AN IMTE?EST IN THIS BAR, HE STATFD THAT

DUF TO THE VOLUME OF JEWELRY THAT MITCH waS BRINGING TO HIM, HE
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" ASKFD MITCH AROUT IT, AND MITCH ADVISFD HIM THAT IT wAS STOLFN

JFWFLRY. MITCH TOLD HIM, HOWFVFR, THAT ME, WILSON, wAS IN AS DFEP

AS H®, MITCH, WAS AND THAT HF wOULD HAVE TO CONTINUF WORKING WITH
MITCH, HE STATFD THIS RFLATIONSHIPJMITH MITCH CONTINUTD UNTIL
1977, | - |

HE STATFD THAT MITCH BROUGHT UP IHE IDFA OF KILLING KING AND
SAID THAT THERE WAS A $56,000 comTRACT O HIM, HOWFVER, HF NFVFR
SAID WHO PUT OUT THE CONTRACT BUT gérn THAT HE COULD GFT THFE MONTY
FOR WILSON IF HE KILLED XING,

VILSON STATED THAT MITCH WAS/QFLL AVARF OF HIS, WILSON'S,
 THOUSHTS CONCERNING KING AKD TH® BLACY CIVIL RIGHTS MOVFMENT, IHN
THAT HIS FATHFR, WHO WAS A PASToéﬁaF THE CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH AT
GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI, DIFD OF A HFART ATTACK WHICH HE, WILSON,
THOUGHT WAS CAUSFD AS A RESULT OF RACIAL TENSIONS AT GRENADA
BROUGHT ON BY THE FORCEFUL INTRGRATION OF HIS FATHFR'S CHURCH,

WILSON STATED TEAT\APPPOXIMATFLY FIVE OR SIX MONTHS REFORT
KING*S MURDFR, HE STARTED GATHERING INFORMATION ON THFE MOVFMENTS,
HABITS, AND WHFRFABOUTS OF KING. |

WILSON ADVISED THAT HF HAD A R¥D AND WHITF BONAUZA AIRPLANE,

REGISTER NUMBER 34L, AND A CFSSHA 314 TWIN-FNGINE AIRCRAFT, WHICH

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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WAS BLUE AND WHITF, WHICK PLANFS HE USED TO FLY T0 DIFFFRENT PLAGTS
WHERF KING YAS SUPPOSZD TO RE. HF STAfFD THAT HE RECALLS GOING TO
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA; TUPELO, ! I“QiSSIPPI; JACKSON, TEUNESSER;
ATLANTA, GFORGIAS AND GREENVILLE, snurH (GAROLIBAL  HE STATFD THAT
WHILE AT TUPFLO, WISSISSIPPI, HF STAYFD I¥ THE RAMADA INN AND

BFLIFVES THAT IN THE OTHER PLACFS HE V VATED HE STAYED IN HOLIDAY

INNS, o /.

e

A
A

;

|

HF STATFD THAT MITCH FUWNICHfﬁ HIQ A JAPANESE SNIPEPR RIFLF,
HE STATED THAT HE ’EPT THE RIFLE AND THAT JUST DFFOPF CHRISTMAS OF
1975, HE HAD IT REWORKED AT A WUNqPﬂP I” COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, Oﬁ
FOURTH STREFT ACPOSS FPDM A BANK,. FF QTHT“D THAT THF LAST V”O”-
LEDGF HE HAD OF THF RIFLE, KIS OLD"P "3\, MIVVVN WAY NE ”ILO”? HAD
THF RIFLE AND A SHOTGUN BUT HAD TOKW HIﬁ ThAT HF HAD SOLD IT.

MR« WILS 0& ADVISED THAT TWF%" NA" A GARBAGE STRIXE IN PROGRFSS
QT MEMPHIS, TENNESSFE, AND ThAT/ﬁIICP CAL)"D HIM AT MHIS STORF IW
GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, AND TOLD ”IM’THAT wI ”Aq coMING TO MEMPHIS
FOR A RALLY AND INSTRUCTED 'ILSQ@ TO COV? Té MEMPHIS WHERF HF UAQ
- TO MFFT‘TMO MEN AT THF YVONDER ”A“ LOCﬁT"U AT THE CORUNFR OF- UWMFfV

AVERUT AND WHITE STATION ROAD,

'\ 1

MR, WILSON ADVISED THAT Hu W [ O MEMPHIS, TRNNFGSEE, IN TH®
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BONANZA' AIRCRAFT AND LANDED AT AN AIRPORT JUST NORTH OF RALFIGH,
TFUNESSEE. HE STATED THAT THE AIRPORT WAS OPERATED BY A LONG=TINE
ACQUATINTANCF OF HIS WHO HAD ATTENﬁEﬁ‘A CHURCH WHICH WAS PASTORFD
BY WILSON'S FATHER IN THF PAST. WILSON STATED THAT HIS DAUGHTF®,
DFBORAH, PICKFD HIN UP AT .THE AINPORT IN HER 1965 WHITE NUSTANG ,
WHICH YILSON HAD PRFVIOUSLY BOUSHT FOR HER AND WHICH VAS RFGISTFRED
IN HIS NAMF IN MISSOURI,

HE ADVISED THAT DFEBORAM AHD HMER MOTHEP, BETTY LOU, VERE
srAfoG AT THFE RESIDENCE OF WILSON'S FATHFR~IN-LAW, VERNON HOOTEN,
3055 RUSKIN ROAD, MEMPHIS, TERNESSEF. IS STATED THAT HOOTEN HAD

_HAD A HEART ATTACK AND THAT HIS WIFT AND DAUGHIFR WERE TEMPORAPILY
/' STAYING AT THF HOOTFN RESIDENGE ., | |
| WILSON ADVISED THAT HME WFNT TO THE WONDFR RAR AND WHILT. MAVING

A DRINK TWO WHITE MEN APPROACHED HIM, ONF HAVING AN ACCENT SIMILAR

TO A PUERTO RICAMN,

THE TwWwo WHITE MALES FUéMISHED HIM WITH FRBI CREDENTIALS, WHICH
HE STAT®D HAD A BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAFPH OF HIMSELF ON IT;
AND THEY TOOK HIM AND SHOWED HIM WHERF XING WAS TO HOLD THF RALLY.
THEY THEN TOOK WILSON TC A HOTEL O SOUTH MAIN STRYST NEAR RBEALF

SIREET AND TOOK HIM TO A ROOM OX THE THIRD FLOOR. THEY TOLD HIM
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HE WAS T BE IN THE CROWD AT THF RALLY AED THAT A DFCOY SHOT wAS T0
BF FIRFD AND THAT HE WAS THEN TO SHOOT. THEY SAID THAT It
HABIT NF RAISING HIS ARMS OVER HIS HFAD WHEH HE WAS MAKING A SPFTCH
AND THAT THT SFCOND TIME THAT HF DID S0, THF SHOTS WEPE T0 BE FINED,
HILSON STATED THAT ON THE DAY OF THF MURDEP HF WAS IN THE
CROWD STANDING NFAR A WOOD FENCFE APPROXIMATFLY 67 FFET FROM UHERF
KING WAS STANDING AND THAT UHEN YING RAISFD HIS ARMS THE SECOND
TIME HF SHOT HIM, ‘ |
WR. WILSON ADVISFD THAT HE HAD THF RIFLE WHICH HE USFD STRAPPFD
TO HIS BSLT UNDER A SUIT COAT AND ATTACHED TO HIS BELT ON A SWIVFL,
HE STATED THAT THE BARREL PROTRUDED -FROM BELOYW HIS COAT BUT NO ONE
QUESTICNED HIM CONCERNING IT, HE SAID THAT HE HAD PRACTICTD A
GRFAT DFAL SWIVFLING THE RIFLE AND FIRING IT.
\ HE ADVISFD THAT AFTER THE SHOOTING, HF UAS STOPPFD BY THF
MEMPHIS POLICE, BUT HT SHOVFD THFI1 THE CREDENTIALS, AND THREY LFT
HIM'GO,;AND HE WALKFD ON DOWN THE STREET APPROXIMATELY TWO BLOCKS
TO WHERE HE HAD- LFFT THE MUSTANG PARKFD. HE ADVISED THAT HE 60T I
TH?'QUSTAM&TA&D/DROVE.BACK TO THE HOOTEY RESIDENCT, AMD HIS

DAUGHTER, DFBORAK, THEN TOOK HIM TO THF AIRPORT, AND HF GOT HIS

PLANE AND FLRM.BACK TO KANSAS CITY, HF STATED THAT THT AIRPORT

3
13
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THAT HF USFD WAS ON THE KANSAS SIDE ON THE HIGHUAY TO OLATHE,
KANSAS. HF STATED THE AIRPORT WAS RUK BY (FNU) FISHFR, HS ALSO
STATFD THAT HF HAD PURCHASED THE BONAN?@ AIRCRAFT FROM FISHER,

WILSON ADVISFD THAT APPROXINATELY ONF WETX BEFORF THT MURDFR,
MITCH GAVE HIN 525,007 IN $27 BILLS, AND FOLLOWING THE MUPDER,
MITCH GAVF HIM ANOTHER $25,007, AT UHICH TINE HE GAVE THF
CREDFNTIALS BACK TO MITCH, : |

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAS NO KNOULEDGR OF JAMES FARL RAY

X
\
A

HAVING BERN INVOLVED IN THE CONSPIRACY. -

THFE ARQUVE INFORVATION REFLECTS COHPL%TE DETAILS CF INTERVIEW

WITH WILSON,

WILSON HAS SIGNED EXTPADITION PAPERS, éND EXTRADITION IN
. PROGRESS BY LOQAL AUTHORITIFS,

APPROPRIATE RECIPIFNTS REQUESTED Tﬁ AEINTERVIEY RFLATIVES OF
WILSON-IN AN FFFORT TO RESOLVT INCONSISTWHCIFES CONCFRMING HIS
APPSARANCF IN MFMPHIS ON APRIL 4, 1965,

CONSIDEPATION SHOULD BE GIVEY TO ALLOH:NG THO AGERTS FROM
MEMPHIS DIVISIGHVWHO ARE THOROUGHLY FA&ILZQP WITH THF MURKIN
MATTER TO REINTFRVIEY WILEON COHCE?ﬁINé{HIS ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN

THE AGSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KIHG AND ALSD INTERVIFY
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BY POLYGRAPH OPERATOR FROM MEMPHIS DIVISION,

RT

FOR ANY CORRECTIONS PLESASE CONTACT JACKSON
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OJACYSON (S2=544)  (P)

TN VINTOTN®  (44-33741) IMMIDIATS

RIPMINAMANM IMAENIATT

DALLAS TWM™TOIATE /77777810 ﬂF% CEC VIA FTRIEQ////77777

HAUSTON IMMENTATE
MEMEUTS (44-1977 SUR M) IMMENIATT
CAM ANTONIN (44-1942) TMMTYIATE
nT
JUeLAT T OF T 0
ATTENTION aonanTadInyAL TNQUIRITS UNIT, ROOHM 2927, JWH,
MEMPHI S,

FOD IHEARMATIAN OF HOUSTOYM, 0N AUGUST 17, 1979, GFET RAPYSDALT,
CUEDIER, SHFL2Y ANUNTY, TEMNESSTE, ANYIST™) THAT ON THF
AURUST 17, 19277, M® RECRIVID T TRLEPHONT NALLS FROM

WILSOM, WILENM, WHO wAS FOPMTRLY IN THRE TTHNESSFF

AUARD UNIT AT HTMPHIC, TRNHESSER, yITH DATYADALT, INFARMED

AETRIEF THAT HT WAD ¥ILLTD D2, VATTIN LUTHFR ¥IN3 IM 1967

£ O — W

SEARCHED

FBl ——BIRMlNGHAh

é///
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MEMPHIS e THAT HIS DAUGHTTR2 DROVT A WHITFK MUSTANG FROM KANCAS CITY,

rresount, Tn MMPHIS THRTE DAYS PRINR TN KING'S DTATH, AND WISHTD

TH Sunrekaep TN ﬁQWKfﬂALT AT TH® HOLIDAY IMN, 2ULFPCRT, MISSISSIPPI,

[

METHMENTS wTRT OMADT OFOR WILSAN AND COMPANIAON REVEREND NOTL

FANNON, PASTNR, ST, FTLIZARETH S7TON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAHN SPRINAS

’

APPTAT AT THF HOLIDAY IMM, GULFPORT, MISSICCIPPI,
AUGUST 19, 1270, AT WHICH TIMF THTY wEPF TO BT CON-

TACTTD JY IPFCIAL ASTNTS OF THE JACKSOM OFFICT, UWILS2N WAS CON-

TACT™Y RY TPEaIAL AGFANTS AF THT JACKSON QOFFIAT: HOWRYTT , HE NECLINTD

PN

TO DISCUSS INFORMATION MWIARDING THE ACSASSINATION OF DR, MARTINM

LUTHTP ¥INg WITH THTM,

RURSTES AUDIW WILSOM, JR,,  AKA DILL WILSOM, WAS ARRFETED 1Y

S

® Il

NISRISEIPPI, POLICT DYPARTMENT, 7835 PM, AUGUST 17,
1977, TASTD OF PPOTATINN VINLATOR WARPANT DATT) APRIL 12, 19772,

ISEUTD 2Y MrW RTAUNFRLS, TEYAS, POLICT DEPARTMENT, wWILSOY PRF-

ek

SENTLY INCARCERATSN ONFAN SPRINGS PN

e

ICH NFPARTMTNT, OQOCTAN SPRINGS
DTPARTMTHT HaS RTEN IN CONTACT WITH NFY RRAUNFFLE, Trwvas,

CT DEPARTHENT, AND THT LATTER DESIPSS HIS PETURY Tn TEXAS.
WILSON COMTACTTD AM, AUSUST 1S, 1977, BY FRI AN) FURNISHTD

KT

FOLL OW INT DACKSTOUND INFORMATION:
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ur A g NODN AN L AT FULTNN, MISSISCIPPI, AND

SPEIDTY MITH HMIC FAMTLY AT GOLDTN, MISSISZIPPI, UNTIL 1936, WHTH
THTY 40UTH TN TLDPIDAT, ALABAMA, UHERT HE WFNT TO SOHOOL UNTIL THT
FIGMTH GPADF AND THEYN yeNT TO CARDONM MILL, ALADAMA, HIGH SCHNOL,
UNTIL 1947,

Ny MAY 2, 1947, 4T FNTFRTY U, S, AIR FORCT AND wAS\DIQdHA?GTD
1957,  AFTF™ 27142 0UT OF THE AID FORCE FOT APPROXIMATFLY TIAHT

O NMT HS

HS, HT wAe 2TCALLED INTO THT KOATAN WAR UNTIL HF waS GIVEN Al

HOMOPARL T DISCHANSG® FU3RUARY, 1947

4T OAND HIC WIFT, RETTY LU WILSON, MOVE) TN MENMPHIS,
FOLL OMINY HIS DISCHATST AN YOZK™H FNR PPUDTNTIAL INSURANCT GONPARY
FOR APPOOYIMATILY 0N VEAR.  AFTRR LRAVING PRUNFHTIAL , HE OF

A LAUMDY AMY GLTANING BUSINESS 1IN MTHPHIS, OUTING

ALED TN TR TRwimASTE AT MATIANAL AUATY.

HT LTFT M7MPHIS, WENT TO SPAMNUITW, {ISSOURI, WHIRT.HF STCAIT

A CIVIL §TRVICT THPLAYTE IN THT AIR FORCT ETORDRUE AND RTMAINTY yITH

THT nremsym UNTIL 1977, ALSD, FROM 1966 UNTIL 1377, ﬂ? OPTRATFD A

JEWTLTY STORT RUCINTST,

IN 1977, HT AM) YIRS 2CTTY WILEON MOYFD TN MFMPHIS, TFNNTSSET

’ b

AR APTNEDY A JTUTLTY RUSINTSS I MARTLETT, TTHNESGFT,  IN ADDITION
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TA JEuEL Ry AUSINFSE, HT OB UMINUM STORAGT BUILDINGS, RUT IN
JUNr, 1970, YIS RUCIMNTAS WAS DTSTHOYED ny A TORYADO,

T OTHTH yrmHT TN AN ANTANIN, TEXAS, AND BECAME FMPLOYTD 2Y

FONCT RRITOUT AC 4 FLIAHT TNFINTSR,  HP ALCC OPWRATED A JTWFLRY
STORT IN SAM ANTAMIN UGNTIL 1974, AMD AT THIS TINME HF AND HIZ WIFF,

HTRT 3TUARCTY, FT OTHEN HMAYED TO MOUNTACH HOMT, ARKANEAR

PTNED A JTHTLYY STOPF, AMD MATPIT) AVIS LFA KUFTTS, HE WAS FARTI™
TN APPTANIMATTLY CIY ONTHS AN THEY WEDE DIVOAATY,

rearnes AT (] / HIGKORY HILL LAME, HERMITAGW, TEIRTECOET,

WTNT TA A0LUMPUS, NISSISSIPPL, WHERT KT WORKED INGTHE GURTENATOTIAL

PAMPATAN FAR 2AUFTYNT ALIFT FINCH,  WHILT I GOLUMRUS, HF MAR°ITH

PATPIGIA SHIYMALA OF STATKVILLY, WISSISCIPPI, OURIHNG
TACIAL CAMPATAN IT WAS SUSITSTTY HT TELL PTOPLT MU WAS

oNLANTL AND AN TYSPRIANNTR AF WAL, HT LEFT ooLyvnus, MISSISGIPPI,

IATUADY, 1979, WTRT TA TYLTH, TTYAS, ATD STAYTD WITH LARTY MUBHTY,
oA ; i 3 1z 3 R 8 )

AT IV UP SOME CHADATS

i

) . ey T i~ o -
FRTTIn,  MT wTHT TA TTYAS FOR PUTPOST OF CLTAT

A
AGATHET HIw AT 97w DUARRFTLD, TTVAS,

N oarrT oA FRIFNS, AT UHILE THERT SALLTD

~ T

AFTTS PNLICT ATTIVTY AN ADTTSTTR HIM AN CHATGE OF M08 CHILD SUPPORT

PATTANT TESUTA TaR YINM AT SLTYTLAMD, TINAS, T WAL TTLTAS

Joe R L
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TO AUTHASITICG Toar MR MCAUNETLS , TTHAS, WHTET T PLED GUILTY i

“r oA P —— - vy t ey T T T P NS T T AT AT A TY T T AT e '
CIATAT AF THOTT W AHTCK AN TTOTIVTY A STUTENCT 2T TIANT VT

S RS ; S i -t -

PROTATINY, T THETY ATAYTD I UIoINITY AF UTW DTAUNFTLE YHERT
TJALYTY 1T 007TETRUGTION w0y, T MAD AN ALTTRCATION

LA hy

TEPLAYET AN WAS ATRESTTY 7O UINLATION OF HIS PRONATION T

~TLTASTY A CAUPLE OF WETKS LATTY T AONTINUTY WOT KIS
CTANTTLS AT WAS AGAIN ATITS FOT POSSTEOCINN OF
NTOT, TUT THT O CMANATI WTTT OLATT NTARETD, VT onnTINgTD
TIAY SUSINTES AT MATOITD g0 ANY QUILNTTOM AY) AT 7 WO AFT T
JATUATT, 1270, YT OTPATTTY TOT opalta, LOUISIAYA,
AND TOPKFY FN2 LNUISTANA NFF=SHORT GAT T T 0 UATIL APTIL, 1577,
WHEN H7 weyT TO WOTK 707 3ULY CDAYT
LOUISIA“A,
2Y SHOP AT

THT FInGT

CpTY A T E e my s e e e .
w1 EN i SOTIEEY AN

NYTETSL AUDIT WILINN, .,
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544 gMoLAe FORET N
LITATY »~m=uIery U, S, AID FOmow, 1947 -
S, METCTADTRY , RENADA, VIECISSIP
DAL T (OTOTACTD ) e STTPMATHIR LTLLIG VAT WILSOU (DFCFAS?ﬁ), GTETIAD
(I CCIPPI POATITY ALLISNN TAWTOC pILeni, nTE0S ALAZAI A

9 ’

.-thTr*H 1\1-\4 M —J‘A'\"r,—-\"i’ ér,;:-: T*Arg'r TI"”TH QJITN”V— MO“T”, r\ﬁl ”Mr\Uo

LIRS i

SIOTTY ANRICTING QUNTHONPT, FOLION, YISSISCIPRI

NTTTY LOU WILSGY WADT, SUNLEODY, TEXAS; TX=wIFF aAVIS LTa

A 1717 4167 GRY nlll LANE, HERMITAGE, TENNFSSER: FX-yIFF
£aTPTAIA CHINDALA, STARXVILLT, MISCISSIPPI (BELIZVED KILLED
AAT ARATATNTY s TVayTIFET JN ANN GHILDETOS, 113 MILL STITTT,
MASAAT ) TTYASS NAUAYTET DTOATAN AMN JONTS, HUTTAND CHADLTO

SUITATRRC TU THAT G, OON STTYTN uAYNT pILooN, TUSRLEGON

2

aNM MaTY A NTHANY MILQQM; Du“LTCONA TIYAS.

INTERYIEN

©9

NALLAS INTTRYITH BITTY LOU WILSGO! WADT, "Y=WIFT, 2URLTCOV,

AN AANE STTUTN EAYNT WILEnd AT DATK ANTHOLY wWILSDY,

PAT O AL TTADY DAONT

|, ASCTITALY WHERTAROUTS NF DTRATAN AY

DAURHTE™, FAY IMMEOIATT INT™7YITW, ¥ IT STPORTIOLY

mTORTLUESERT AR STLLVITY,
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UAUATAN SPUTTE UOLICT SFa0T0E AT CLEVELAND, TTYAS, FOU FULL
NSTATLE AT MAY ANILD SUPPANT WATTANT TESUTY DY THAT DTPARTHENT
A?AIMET_HILTQW.
HTePNTS TETERYITY AVIS LTA H
CAM ANTANTA TNTTIUITH JA AT CHILDRFSS, TX-WIFE, AMD ALSD
PEUTTY STaATAS AT TUF AIR FOOAT RATORRYT ATNTTR,
FOT FULL 2ACK3ROUID
Ut YILLED DT

THE CEITICAL

AMD IF WILS0N MAY HAVT HAD A HISTORY OF

PRYCHIATR 3 LL LTADS SHOULD DT HATDLED IHMTDIATELY

Al KETEROFTIHD, HPNLY AT JACKSON APFRICED,
TUnaArSa AUDIT WILEON couTINUING AT

SASSINATION,
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FM JACKSON (62-544) (P)
TO DIRFCTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATF -
RIPMINGHAM IMMFDIATE
DALLAS IMMFDIATE /77777811 OFFICES VIA FRIHO/////777
HOUSTON IMMEDIATF |
MFMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMFDIATE
SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) IMMFDIATE
RT |
UNCLAS F F T O
ATTFNTION GONGRESSINNAL INQUIRIFS UNIT, ROOM 8988, JFH.
MURKIN; 00: MFMPHIS,

FOR INFORMATION OF HOUSTON, DN AUGUST 1R, 1978, GFNF RARYSDALF,
SHERIFF, SHFLBY COUNTY, TENNFSSFF, ADVISFD THAT ON THF NIGHT OF
" AURUST 17, 1972, HF RFCFIVED Two TELFPHONF CALLS FROM BURGFSS AUDIF
WILSON, WILSON, WHO WAS FORMFRLY IN THF TEHNNESSFF AIR NATIONAL
GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, TENNFSSEE, WITH BARYSDALF, INFORMED THE

SHEPIFF THAT HF HAD XILLFD DR, MARTIN LUTHFR KING IN 1968 AT

SIRMINGHAM
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MEMPHIS THAT HIS DAUGHTER DROVF A WHITE MUSTANG FROM ¥XANSAS CITY,.
MISSOURI, TO MFMPHIS THREE DAYS PRIOR TO KING'S DFATH, AND WISHTD
TO SURRFNDFR TO BARKSDALF AT THT HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI.
ARRANGTMFNTS WFR® MADF FOR WILSON AND COMPANION RFVFREND NOFL
" FANNON, PASTOR, ST. FLIZABETH SFTON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS,

MISSISSIPPI, TO APPTAR AT THF HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI,
AT- 6:3¢ PM ON AUGUST 1%, 1972, AT WHICH TINF THFY WERF TO BF GON-
TACTED BY SPFCIAL AGFNTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICF, WILSON WAS CON=
TAGTFD BY SPFCIAL AGFNTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICF; HOWFUFR, HF DECLINTD
TO DISCUSS INFORMATION RFGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHFR KING WITH THFM, -

RURGESS AUDIF WILSON, JR., AXA BILL WILSON, WAS ARRFSTFD BY

~ OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTWENT, 7:35 PM, AUGUST 18,

" 1978, BASFD ON PROBATION VIOLATOR WARRANT DATFD APRIL 18, 1978,
IGSUFD BY NFY RRAUNFFLS, TEXAS, POLICE DEPARTMENT, WILSON PRF-
SNTLY INCARCERATED OCFAN SPRINGS POLICE DFPARTMENT, OCFAN SPRINGS
POLICF DEPARTMENT HAS BEFN IN CONTACT WITH NFW BRAUNFELS, TFXAS,
 POLICF DFPARTMENT, AND THE LATTER DESIRES KIS RETURN TO TEXAS.

WILSON CONTACTED AM, AUGUST 19, 1978, BY FBI AND FURNISHED

FOLL O/ ING BACKGROUND INFORMATIONS
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HF WAS BORN ON | \ATTFULTQN, MiSSISSIPPI, A ND

~ PESIDFD WITH HIS FAMILY AT GOLDFN, MISstSIPPI, UNTIL 1936, WHEN
THEY MOVED TO FLDRIDGE , ALABAMA, WHERE HF WENT TO SCHOOL UNTIL THF
FIGHTH GRADE. AHD THEN UENT TO CARBON HILL, ALABAMA, HIGH SCHOOL,
UNTIL 1947. o . [

ON MAY 2, 1947, HE ENTFRED U, S;\AiR FORCE AND WAS DISCHARGFD
1554, AFTFR BEING OUT OF THE AIR FORCE FOR APPROXIMATFLY FIGHT
MONTHS, HF WAS RFCALLED INTO THF KDRFAN\WAR UNTIL HF wAS GIVFN AN
HONOPARLF DISCHARGY FFRRUARY, 1967, “

HE AND WIS WIFF, BETTY LOU WILSOH, MOVED T0 MFMPHIS, TFNNFSSEF,

FOLL OJING HIS DISCHARGE AND WORXED FOR PRUDFNTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY

'FOR APPROXIMATFLY ONF YFAR. AFTER LFAQING PRUDENTIAL, HE OPFRATFD
A LAUNDRY AND CLFANING BUSINESS IN MEMPHIS. DURING THIS TIME HF wAS
ALSO IN THE TTNNESSEF AIR NATIONAL GUARD,

HE LFFT MFMPHIS, WENT TO GRANDVIFY, HISSOURI, WHERE HF 95CAMF
A CIVIL SRRVICFE ENPLOYRF IN THE AIR FORCF RESFRVF AND RFMAINED wITH
THE RFSERVE UNTIL 1977, ALSO, FROM 1966 UNTIL 1974, HF OPTRATFD A
JEUFLRY STORF RUSINFSS.

IN 1974, HE AND WIFE BFTTY WILSON MOVED TO MFMPHIS, TFNNFSSET,

“AND OPENFD A JEWFLRY BUSINESS IN RARTLETT, TENNESSEFFE, IN ADDITION

X
N
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TO JEWFLRY BUSINFSS, HE BUILT ALUMINﬁM\STORAGF,BUILDINGS, BUT IN
JUNF, 1974, HIS BUSINFSS WAS DESTROYFD BY A TORNADO.

HF THEN WFNT TO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, AND BFCANMF FMPLOYFD BY
AIR FORCF RESFRURT AS A FLIGHT ENGINEFR. HF ALSO OPFRATED A JFWFLRY
STORE IN SAN ANTONID UNTIL 1974, AND AT THIS TIMF Hr AND HIS WIFF,
BTTTY, WERF DIVéRCFD. HE THEN MOVED TO MOUNTACN HOMF, ARXANSAS,
OPENFD A JFUFLRY STORF, AND MARRIED AVIS LFA HUNTER, HFE WAS MARRIFD
FOR APPROXIMATFLY SIX MONTHS AND THEY WERF DIVORCED. SHF NOY
RESIDFS AT 101% HICKORY HILL LANE, HERMITAGR , TENNFSSEF. HT THEY
WENT TO COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, WHERE HFIwORKED IN THE GURERNATORIAL
CAMPAIGN FOR GOVFRNOR CLIFF FINCH, WHILE IN COLUMBUS, HE MARRIFD
PATRICIA SHIMDALA OF STARXVILLE, mlssxssxvﬁr. DURING THF GUBFRNA-
TORIAL CAMPAISN IT WAS SUSGESTED HE TFLL PEOPLE HF WAS A RFTIRFD
COLONEL AND AN FX-PRISONER OF WAR. HF LEFT COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI,
JANUARY, 1976, WENT TO TYLFR, TEXAS, AND STAYFD wITH LARPY HUGHFY,
A FRIEND. HF WENT TO TFXAS FOR PURPOSE OF CLFARING UP SOMF CHARGRS
AGAINST HIM AT NFU RRAUNFFLS, TFXAS. HF WENT TO DALLAS, TEXAS,
TO STF A FRIFND, AND WHILF THERE CALLED HIS SON, AND SHORTLY THFRF=-

AFTFR POLICY ARRIVED AND ARRESTFD HIM ON CHARGE OF NON CHILD SUPPORT

ON A WARRANT ISSUED FOR HIM AT CLFVFLAND, TEXAS. HF WAS RFLFASED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TO AUTHORITIFS FROM NEM BRAUNFELS, TFiAq, WHERF HE PLED GUILTY TO A

FHAPCF DF THEFT RY CHECK AND PFCE;V"D A SENTENCE OF FIGHT YFARS
PROBATION, HF THEN STAYED IN VICINITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS WHFRE HF

WAS INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION HOQW‘ H€ HAD AN ALTERCATION WITH AN

FMPLOYEE AND WAS ARRESTED FOR UIQﬂATIO@lOF HIS PROBATION BUT WAS

RFLFASFD & COUPLF OF WEFKS LATVRé \HF CONTINUVD WORKING ARQUND NFUW
RRAUNFFLS AND 4aS AGAIN ARRFQTVD FOR POSSFSSION OF STOLFHN MFRCHAN-
DISF, BUT THF CHARGES WERF LATFP DP?PPFD. HE CONTINUFD IN GONSTRUG-
TION BUSINTSS AND MARRIED JO ANN CFILDRWCS AND WAS DIVORCFD AFTFR
THREF MONTHS., IN JANUARY, 1978, HF DFPAPTED FOR HOUMA, LOUISIANA,
AND WORKFD FOR LOUISIANA OFF-SHORE ! CATF“VPS UNTIL APRIL, 1978,
WHEN HE WENT TO WORK FOR GULF COAST, CATFRERS OF NEW IBFRIA, -
LOUISIANA, WHERF HE REMAINED UNTIL THE SHD OF JUNF, 1978, HE
CAWE TO OCFAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI , AND QP;@ED A JEMELRY SHOP AND
RFSINFD AT TWIN PINES APARTMENTS IN OCEAN SP RINGS FOR THE FIRST
THRFF WFFKS THEN MOVFD T0 ROUTE 6, ROX 387.

WILSON IS DFSCRIRFD AS FOLLOWS: A

BURGFSS AUDIF WILSON, JR., AXA BILL; DOB [: }

POR FULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 5 FEET 11 INCHFS: 176 POUNDS; BROWN £YFS;
GRAY HAIR; SOCIAL SFCURITY NUMBFR| |} HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATF;

v

\
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MILITARY SFRVICE, U. S. AIR FORCE, 1947 -.19cm- FATHER RyRGESS

AUDTF UILSON, SR. (DECFASED), GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI; MOTHER MITTIF
DALF (DFGFASED) 3 STEPMOTHER LILLIE MA; wILéom (DECEASED), GRENADA,
1ISSISSIPPI3 RROTHER ALLISON TOWFRS WILSON, REFORM, ALABAM,;
SISTER LYDA MC GAHFY, 2a0 ?AST»EIGHTH AVENUF NORTH, COLpMRUS,
11SSISSIPPI; SISTFR CHRISTINFVGUNTHORPE; F6gT0N, MISSISSIPPI;
X-WIFF BFTTY LOU WILSON WADF, BU DLFsaé;iTvxa*- EX-yIFE aVIS LFa

HIER, 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE, HERWITAGE , TENNFSSEE; FX-uIFF
" ATRICIA SHINDALA, _STARKVILLE, MIS?ISSIPPI (BELIEVED KILLED IN
AR ACCIDENT); rx-uer WO ANN, rﬁfungﬁss; 113 MILL/ STREET, SAN
ARCOS, TFXAS; DAUPHT¥° @EBOPAH*A& " ﬂE HgSB@ND CHARLES
:LVFDERF, ILLINOIS; SON STRVEN uavwv yiLCO» BURLESON, TFXa
IN MARK ANTHONY wILSON, BURLESON, TFXAq
RIRMINGHAM RFQUFSTFD TO INTERVIEwﬁﬁLLISON TOWFRS WILSON,
’OTHVP, REFORM, ALABAMA, 7/ f‘
DALLAS INTFRVIEW BETTY LOU ”IISOW{EA?V EX-WIFF, BURLESON,
"XAS, AND SONS STEVEN VAYNT WILSON AND MARK ANTHONY wILSON. IF .
)T ALRFADY DONF, ASCFRTAIN WHFPFABQUTS OF DFRORAH ANN JONES,
\UBHTFR, FOR IMMEDIATE Imrsﬁvxgwg WHO 1 'RFPORTEDLY RFSIDING IN

THFR BFLUFDERE OR BFLLVIFY, ILLINOIS.,

1
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HOUSTON RFVIFYW VOLICF RECORDS AT QﬁEVFLAND, TFXAS, FOR FULL

ITAILS OF NON CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT ISSUED BY THAT DEPARTMENT

~ 3AINST wILSON, i
MFMPHIS INTFRVIFY AVIS LFA HUNTFR, FX- WIFE.
SAN ANTONIQ INTFRUIEW JO AHN CHILDRFSS, FX-WIFE, AND ALSO
FYISW RFCORDS AT THF AIR FORCF RFSFRUF CENTER,
| ALL OFFICES INTFRVITW RELATIVES OF WILSON FOR FULL BACX3ROUND
NFORMATION AND VFRACITY OF HIS ALLFGATION THAT HE KILLFD DR,
ARTIN LUTHER KING, DFTFRMINE HIS WHFRFABOUTS DURING THE CRITICAL
FRIOD OF APRIL 4, 1967, AND IF WILSON MAY HAVE HAD A HISTORY OF
SYCHIATRIC PROBLEMS, ALL LFADS SHOULD BF HANDLFD IMMFDIATRLY
ND KFFP FRIHQ, MFMPHIS, AND JACKSON APPRISED,
INTERVIFY OF BURGFSS AUDIE WILSON, JR., CONTINUING AT

XCFAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, CONCERNING ASSASSINATION,
3T '
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PP BH CG DL HO JN XC MF OC SL SA .

DE HQ (23 2342146

ZNR UULLY

P 2222767 AUG 78

P4 DIPFCTOR FBI (44-38861)

TO FBI BIRMINGHAM PRIORITY

FEI CHICAGO PRIORITY

FBI DALLAS PRIORITY

FRI HOUSTON PRIORITY

F3I JACKSON PRIORITY

| KANSAS CITY PRIORITY

MFMPHIS PRIORITY
OKLAHOMA CITY PRINRITY
SAN ANTONIO PRIORITY

ST, LOUIS PRIORITY

UNCLAS
MURKIN

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION HAS ALREADY BEEN CONDUCTED TO
RESOLVF THE ALL¥GATION BY BURéESS AUDIF WILSON THAT HE

ASSASSINATED MARTIN LUTHFR KING, JR., AND TO DFTFRMINE - .

P L O 5 25T
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NILSON'S‘WHEREABOUTS ON APRIL 4,71958, THE DAY‘KING WAS
;ASSASSINATED. IN ADDITIbN, IF NOT ALREADY DQNE, THE
FOLLOWING OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL

INVFSTIGATION:
SAN ANTONIO:

WILSON ALLEGFD ON AN UNSPECIFIED DATE MITCH (LNU)
FURNISHED HIM A JAPANFSE SNIPER RIFLE WHICH HE ALLEGEDLY
USED TO SHOOT KING. DFBRA JONFS, DAUGHTER, ADVISED HE WAS
ARRTSTED ABOUT FOUR AND ONE HALF YEARS. AGO AT BROYNSVILLE,
TEXAS, WHILE INTOXICATED AFTER HAVING MADE THRFATS TO KILL
HIS WIFE, AND THE POLICE FOUND A RIFLE IN HIS CAR.

SAN ANTONIO AT BROWNSVILLE, OBTAIN DETAILS OF THIS ARPEST,
AND OBTAIN ANY DFSCRIPTION OF RIFLE REPORTEDLY LOCATED BY
POLICF. |

JACKSON 2

APPAPENTLY REFERRING T0 A SKETCH OF KING'S KILLFR,
WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS (WORKING ASSOCIATES IN OCFAN SPRINGS,
MISSISSIPPI) THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN FXACT LIKENESS OF HIM AND
BECAUSF IT WAS RECENTLY SHOWN ON TV, HE DECIDED TO TURN HIM-
SELF IN. WILSON SAID HE HAS A SISTER IN FULTON, MISSISSIPPI,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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WHO TFLEPHONED HIM IN OCEAN SPRINGS TO SAY THAT THE SKETCH
LOOKED JUST LIKE HIM., | '

JACKSON, IN YOUR ATTEMPT TO LOCATF CHRISTINE WwILSON,
SISTER, AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, IF NOT. ALRFADY DONE, ALSO
INTFRVIFY HFR RF ALLEGED CALL RE SKETCH DESCRIBED ABOVE.

MEMPHIS s

WILSON ADVISFD THF Tw0 WHITE MALES IN MEMPHIS T0OX HIM TO
A HOTEL ON SOUTH MAIN STREET NFAR BFALF STREET AND TOOK HIM
TO A ROOM ON THF THIRD FLOOR. MEMPHIS ADVISE PROXIMITY OF
THIS ADDRFSS TO ACTUAL KING ASSASSINATION LOCATION.

‘OPAL HOOTFN, MOTHER OF BETTY LOU WADF, WAS UNABLE TO
FURNISH SPECIFIC DATES OF VISITS OF BETTY AND DEBRA, HOWEVER,
WOULD CHECK FAMILY MEDICAL RFCORDS. DEBRA ALSO STATED WHILE

HER MOTHFR BFTTY AND HFR WERE IN MEMPHIS VISITING HOOTENS
AT TIM® KING WAS ASSASSINATED, BFTTY CALLED WILSON IN KANSAS

CITY AT LFAST TwO TIMES,
MEMPHIS FOLLOW STATUS OF HOOTEWN LOCATING FAMILY MEDICAL

RECORDS, AND DETERMINE WHETHER SHE HAS ANY TELEPHONE RECORDS,
Or IF SAMF ART AVAILABLE'AT TELEPHONE COMPANY, SHOWING ANY
CALLS TO KANSAS CITY, OR GRANDVIEYW AREA, DURING PERIOD OF
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APRIL, 1968,
ALL RECIPIENT OFFICES:.
SUTFL SUMMARY RESULTS OF ANY INVESTIGATION STILL

NUTSTANDING, AND PROMPTLY SUBMIT REPORTS REPORTING ALL
INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED RE WILSON'S ALLFGATION, DESIGNATING

4 COPIES TO BUREAU, AND 3 TO MEMPHIS, WITH COPY DESIGNATED

FOR USA MEMPHIS,
BT
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‘PP BH €¢& DL HO JN KC MF OC SL SA
DE HA  Ar83 2342146

ZNR yuLuu

P 2222087 AUG 78

M DIRFCTOR FBI (44-32861)
- TO FRI BIRMINGHAM PRIORITY

FRI CHICA3N PRINORITY
FBI DALLAS PRIORITY
FRI HOUSTON PRIORITY
F3I JACYSON PRIORITY
FRI XANSAS CITY PRIORITY
FBI MFMPHIS PRIORITY
FRI OKLAHOMA CITY PRINRITY
FBI SAN ANTONIO PRIORITY
ST. LOUIS PRIOPITY
nT
uNoLAS
MU X1

FXTENSIVFE INVESTIGATINN HAS ALRFAﬁY RrEN CONDUCTED TO

) oo
RFSOLVE THF ALLYGATION RY RURAFSS AUDIF MILSON’?QAT HE

ASSASSINATRD MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR., AND TN DETIFRMINFE -

P T —ALE T
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WILSON'S WHEREABOUTS ON APRIL 4, 1968, THE DAY XING WAS
ASSASSINATED, IN ADDITION, IF NOT ALRFADY DONE, THF
FOLLOWING OFFIGFS SHOULD CONDUCT THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL

INVESTIGATIONS
SAN ANTONIO:

WILSON ALLFGFD 0N AN UNSPECIFIFD DATE MITCH (L NU)
FURNISHFD HIM A JAPANFSE SNIPFR RIFLF WHICH HE ALLFGEDLY
USED TO SHOOT ¥ING, DFRRA JONFS, DAUGHTFR, ADVISED HE WAS
APPFSTFD ABOUT FOUR AND ONE HALF YFARS AGOQ AT BROWNSVILLF,
rzxgs, UHILF INTOXICATED AFTER HAVING MADF THRFATS TO KILL'
HIS WIFF, AND THF POLICT FOUND A RIFLE IN HIS caR,

SAN ANTONIO AT BROWNSVILLF, OBTAIN DETAILS OF THIS AB#EST,
AMD OBTAIN ANY DFSCRIPTION OF RIFLF RFPORTEDLY LOCATED RY
POLICF,

JACKSONS

APPARENTLY REFERRING TO A SXFTCH OF XING'S KILLFR,
WILSON TOLD THF GLADDENS (WORKING ASSOCIATFS IN OCFAN SPRINGS,
MISSISSIPPI) THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN FTXACT LIXFNESS OF HIM AND

‘BFCAUSF IT WAS RTCENTLY SHOWN ON TV, HFE DECIDED TO TURN HIM-

SELF IN, WILSON SAID HE HAS A SISTFR IN FHLTON; MISSISSIPPI,
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WHO TFLFPHONED HIM IN DCEAN SPRINGS TO SAY THAT THE SXSTCH
LOOKED JUST LIKF HIM,

JACKSON, IN YOUR ATTEMPT T0 LOCATF CHRISTINF wILSON,
SISTER, AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, IF NOT ALRFADY DONF, ALSO
INTFRVIFY HFR PF ALLEGFD CALL RE SKETCH DFSCRIBFD AROVF,

MEMPHIS ¢ |

WILSON ADVISFD THF Tw0 WHITF MALFS IN MEMPHIS T0OX HIM TO
A HOTFL ON SOUTH MAIN STRFET NFAP RFEALF STREFT AND TNOY HIN
TO A ROOM ON THF THIRD FLOOR, MFNPHIS ADVISE PROXIMITY OF
THIS ADDPESS To AGTUAL XING ASSASSINATION LOCATION,

OPAL MOOTFN, MOTHER OF BFITY LOU WADF, WAS UKABLF T
FURNISH SPFCIFIC DATES OF VISITS OF RETTY AND DFRRA, HOWEVFR,
WOULD CHRCK FAMILY MFDICAL RECORDS, DFBRA ALSO STATED UHILE

HFER MOTHFR BFTTY AND HFR WFRE IN MEMPHIS VISITIHNG HODTENS
AT TIMF XING WAS ASSASSINATED, RFTTY CALLED WILSON IN 1A

CITY AT L¥AST Two TIMFS,
MEMPHIS FOLLOY STATUS OF HOOTFN LOCATING FAMILY MFDICAL

PECORDS, AND DETFRMINE WHETHFER SHF HAS ANY TELFPHONF RECOPDS,
OR IF SAMF ARY AVAILABLF AT TELFPHONE COMPANY, SHOWING ANY

CALLS TO XANSAS CITY, OR GRANDVIEW ARFA, DURING PFRIOD nNF
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APRIL, 1968,

ALL RECIPIENT OFFICES:

SUTFL SUMMARY IESULTS OF ANY INVFSTIGATION STILL
OUTSTANDING , AND PROMPTLY SURMIT RFPORTS RFPORTING ALL
INVFSTIGATION CONDUCTED RF WILSON'S ALLFGATION, DFSIGNATING

4 COPIFS TO BURFAU, AND 3 TO MEMPHIS, WITH COPY DESIGNATED

FOR USA MEMPHIS.

NNNN
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FD-263 (Rev. 7-15-75) ' '
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGAYIVE PERIOD

BIRMINGHAM MEMPHIS 8/29/78 8/19/78
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY

JAMES EARL RAY, aka SA THOMAS MAC GIBBS
Eric Starvo Galt; CHARACTER OF CASE

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM (DECEASED)

CR - CONSPIRACY

REFERENCE: Memphis teletype, 8/19/78.

Bureau teletype, 8/22/78.

-RUC -

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ] NONE ACQUIT-{c ase 1 as seen:

CONVIC, . FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [_JvEs [INnoO

- . PENDING PROSECUTION
m OVER SIX MONTHS [ves [jno

| v/ A

APPROVED o et DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPIES MADE: - /ﬂ])

4 - Bureau (44-38861) : 7 W dad =y

3 - Memphis
(1 - USA, Memphis)

—~
A

(1 4 Bjrmingham (44-1740 f o
e T B

!
{
Dissemination Record of Attached Report Nototions \\y

Agency

~

Request Recd.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.
By

A%
COVER PAGE

043—16—83486-} ero
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - U. S. Attorney, Memphis, Tennessee

Report of:  SA THOMAS MAC GIBBS Office: BIRMINGHAM
Date: 8/29/78

Field Office File #: 44-1740 Bureau File #: 44-38861

Title: JAMES EARI, RAY;
DR..MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM (DECEASED)

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

Synopsis: Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, aka Al Wilson, P. O. Box 23,
Reform, Ala., advised that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON is
his brother and to his knowledge, his brother has
been a confirmed liar and alcoholic for the past 20
years. Mr. WILSON stated that his brother on numerous
occasions has admitted to crimes that he has not commited
when he has been on an extended drunk. Mr. WILSON stated
that his brother admits these crimes in order to get
locked up so he will be able to sober up. Mr. WILSON
stated his brother has told him several untruths knowing
that he knew that he was lying at the time. Mr. WILSON
stated that he and other members of his family have
learned to "turn his brother off" when he starts telling
known untruths.

~RUC -

DETAILS:

This document contains neither recommendations noc conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

% U.8.6P0:1975-0-575-841
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

8/28/78

Date of transcription

Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, also known as Al Wilson,
P. O. Box 23 (Highway 17 South), Reform, Alabama, after
having been advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the inquiry, volunteered the
following information:

Mr. WILSON stated that his only brother, BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON, has, for the past 20 years, been a confirmed
liar and alcoholic. Mr. WILSON stated his brother has
been unable to adjust to normal society after his discharge
from the U. S. Air Force, after spending 14 years therein.
Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, for two years, upon
being discharged from the Air Force, became an ordained
minister. He practiced this profession for approximately
two years and thereafter engaged in various occupations,
including running a jewelry store in Grandview, Missouri
and was so employed on April 4, 1968. Mr. WILSON stated
his brother was married to BETTY WADE at this time. He
stated Mrs. WADE lives with her husband, W. K. WADE, at
233 Smith Street, Burleson, Texas. Mr. WILSON stated
his brother's son, STEVE WILSON, resides at 117 Livingston,
Ft. Worth, Texas, and his daughter, Mrs. CHARLES (DEBBIE)
JONES, resides at 2628 Newburg Road, Trailer 106, :
Belvidere, Illinois. Each of these three individuals
would most likely have knowledge of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON's
exact location on April 4, 1968.

Mr. WILSON stated that as an example of his
brother's propensity to tell untruths, this past week,
his brother called his sister, LYDIA McGAHA, in Columbus,
Mississippi. He told her that he (ALLISON T. WILSON) had
had a severe heart attack and was about to die. Mr. WILSON
stated his sister called him and was very upset. He told

8/19/78  Reform, Alabama | BH 44-1740

Interviewed on File #

SA THOMAS MAC GIBBS:bkc 8/23/78

Date dictated

This document contgins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. [t is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency;
it and its conlents are nol lo be distributed outside your agency. a"
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her he had not had a heart attack, and she should have
known better than to pay any attention to information
furnished by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. Mr. WILSON stated
his brother had, on one occasion, confessed to a crime
he did not commit in New Brownsville, Texas. Mr. WILSON
-stated he could not recall the date and crime charged
against his brother; however, he knows he was in jail.

Mr. WILSON stated his brother tells everyone
he is a retired colonel from the military and is a Vietnam
veteran. Mr. WILSON further stated the family had recently
sold their father's house and divided the proceeds. BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON received a check for $2,075 and ALLISON T. WILSON
feels that his brother, at the present time, is on an
extended "toot".

Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, until
approximately one year ago, was operating a jewelry store
in Mississippi. He closed this store, and no one heard
from him for approximately three or four weeks. Mr. WILSON
stated that this is the general pattern of his brother's
actions over the past 20 years. When things are not going -
well, he just walks off, leaves them and goes on an extended
drunk. He recalls that on one occasion, he received a
telephone call from his brother who told him he had just
been elected mayor of Grandview, Missouri. Mr. WILSON
stated his brother is quite persuasive in these matters.

He recalls on this occasion, he had his wife, BETTY,

come on the telephone to confirm the fact that he had been
elected mayor of Grandview. Mr. WILSON stated his brother,
in his opinion, is not capable of committing a crime of
violence. He recalled that when they were in school,

his brother would get into an argument with one of their
friends. His brother would then come to him and tell him
that this individual had made uncomplementary remarks
concerning him in order for him, ALLISON T. WILSON, to
engage in a fist fight. By doing this, his brother

would accomplish his purpose without having to engage

the individual in any physical contact.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

8/28/78

Date of transcription,

Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, also known as Al Wilson,
P. O. Box 23 (Highway 17 South), Reform, Alabama, after
having been advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the inquiry, volunteered the
following information:

Mr. WILSON stated that his only brother, BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON, has, for the past 20 years, been a confirmed
liar and alcoholic. Mr. WILSON stated his brother has
been unable to adjust to normal society after his discharge

- from the U. S. Air Force, after spending 14 years therein.

Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, for two years, upon
being discharged from the Air Force, became an ordained
minister. He practiced this profession for approximately
two years and thereafter engaged in various occupations,
including running a jewelry store in Grandview, Missouri
and was so employed on April 4, 1968. Mr. WILSON stated
his brother was married to BETTY WADE at this time. He
stated Mrs. WADE lives with her husband, W. K. WADE, at
233 Smith Street, Burleson, Texas. Mr. WILSON stated
his brother's son, STEVE WILSON, resides at 117 Livingston,
Ft. Worth, Texas, and his daughter, Mrs. CHARLES (DEBBIE)
JONES, resides at 2628 Newburg Road, Trailer 106,
Belvidere, Illinois. FEach of these three individuals
would mqst likely have knowledge of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON's
exact location on April 4, 1968.

Mr. WILSON stated that as an example of his
brother's propensity to tell untruths, this past week,
his brother called his sister, LYDIA McGAHA, in Columbus,
Mississippi. He told her that he (ALLISON T. WILSON) had
had a severe heart attack and was about to die. Mr. WILSON
stated his sister called him and was very upset. He told

8/19/78

Interviewed on ot

Reform, Alabama ries BH 44-1740- 22 55

SA THOMAS MAC GIBBgZ‘kc

by Date dictated

8/23/78
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her he had not had a heart attack, and she should have
known better than to pay any attention to information
furnished by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. Mr. WILSON stated
his brother had, on one occasion, confessed to a crime
"he did not commit in New Brownsville, Texas. Mr. WILSON
stated he could not recall the date and crime charged
against his brother; however, he knows he was in jail.

Mr. WILSON stated his brother tells everyone
he is a retired colonel from the military and is a Vietnam
veteran. Mr. WILSON further stated the family had recently
sold their father's house and divided the proceeds. BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON received a check for $2,075 and ALLISON T. WILSON
feels that his brother, at the present tlme, is on an
extended "toot". :

T~ Mr. WILSON stated. that his brother, until
approximately one year ago, was operating a jewelry store
in Mississippi. He closed this store, and no one heard
from him for approx1mately three or four weeks. Mr. WILSON
stated that this is the general pattern of his brother's
actions over the past 20 years. WQ}‘”thl'gs are not going
well, he just walks off, leaves thdmgg .Foes on an extended
drunk He recalls that on one occa®4io Qg received a
telephone call from his brother who told him he had just
been elected mayor of Grandview, Missouri. Mr. WILSON

" stated ‘his brother is quite persuasive in these matters.
He recalls on this occasion, he had his wife, BETTY,
come on the telephone to confirm the fact that he had been
elected mayor of Grandview. Mr. WILSON stated his brother,
in his opinion, is not capable of committing a crime of
violence. He recalled that when they were in school,

- his brother would get into an argument with one of their
friends. His brother would then come to him and tell him
that this individual had made uncomplementary remarks
concerning him in order for him, ALLISON T. WILSON, to
engage in a fist fight. By doing this, his brother ’
would accompllsh hlS purpose without having to engage
the individual in any physical contact.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

8/28/78

Date of transcription

Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, also known as Al Wilson,
P. O. Box 23 (Highway 17 South), Reform, Alabama, after
having been advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the inquiry, volunteered the
following information:

Mr. WILSON stated that his only brother, BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON, has, for the past 20 years, been a confirmed
liar and alcoholic. Mr. WILSON stated his brother has
been unable to adjust to normal society after his discharge
from the U. S. Air Porce, after spending 14 years therein.
Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, for two years, upon
being discharged from the Air Force, became an ordained
minister. He practiced this profession for approximately
two years and thereafter engaged in various occupations,
including running a jewelry store in Grandview, Missouri
and was so employed on April 4, 1968. Mr. WILSON stated
his brother was married to BETTY WADE at this time. He
stated Mrs. WADE lives with her husband, W. K. WADE, at
233 Smith Street, Burleson, Texas. Mr. WILSON stated
his brother's son, STEVE WILSON, resides at 117 Livingston,
Ft. Worth, Texas, and his daughter, Mrs. CHARLES (DEBBIE)
JONES, resides at 2628 Newburg Road, Trailer 106,
Belvidere, Illinois. Each of these three individuals
would most likely have knowledge of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON's
exact location on April 4, 1968. :

Mr. WILSON stated that as an example of his
brother's propensity to tell untruths, this past week,
his brother called his sister, LYDIA McGAHA, in Columbus,
Mississippi. He told her that he (ALLISON T. WILSON) had
had a severe heart attack and was about to die. Mr. WILSON
stated his sister called him and was very upset. He told

\ ot st it

BH 44-1746*?225‘7
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her he had not had a heart attack, and she should have
known better than to pay any attention to information
furnished by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. Mr. WILSON stated’
his brother had, on one occasion, confessed to a crime
he did not commit in New Brownsville, Texas. Mr. WILSON
stated he could not recall the date and crime charged
against his brother; however, he knows he was in jail.

Mr. WILSON stated his brother tells everyone
he is a retired colonel from the military and is a Vietnam -
veteran. Mr. WILSON further stated the family had recently
sold their father's house and divided the proceeds. ' BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON received a check for $2,075 and ALLISON T. WILSON
feels that his brother, at the present tlme, 1s on an

-~ extended "toot".

Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, until
'approximately one year ago, was operating a jewelry store
in MlSSlSSlppl. He closed this store, and no one heard.

- from him for approx1mate1y three or four weeks. Mr. WILSON
. stated that this is the general pattern of his brother's
actions over the past 20 years. When things are not going
well, he just walks off, leaves them and goes on an extended
drunk. He recalls that on one occasion, he received a
telephone call from his brother who told him he had just
been elected mayor of Grandview, Missouri. Mr. WILSON
stated his brother is quite persuasive in these matters.

He recalls on this occasion, he had his wife, BETTY,

come on the telephone to confirm the fact that he had been
elected mayor of Grandview. Mr. WILSON stated his brother,
in his opinion, is not capable of committing a crime of
violence. He recalled that when they were in school,

his brother would get into an argument with one of their
friends. His brother would then come to him and tell him
that this individual had made uncomplementary remarks
concerning him in order for him, ALLISON T. WILSON, to
engage in a fist fight. By doing this, his brother
would accomplish his purpose without having to engage

the individual in any physical contact.
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RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES

By Telephone Written Communication

date

Wl Ra

Al R G Ry A /4

Information furnished was obtained:
mmg course of Bureau investigation
[ from informants
J from complainants or other sources

Information furnished

NumbeT of items disseminated: ___L__

Remarks:

Special Agerd" A _ -.x_::_ i
O’ L — LS . <Al
/ - é 2 —/ f%;,__ S A ;/ __________________
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TRANSMIT VIA: ATIRTEL

PRECEDENCE:

CLASSIFICATION: DATE: __10/2/78

SACs, @(44—1740)
cago (44-1114)

Dallas (44-2649)
Houston (44-1509)
Jackson (62-544)
Kansas City (44-760)
Memphis (44-1987 sub M)
Oklahoma City (44-686)
Pittsburgh (44-1572)
San Antonio (44-1242)
St. Louis- (44-775)

BN

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
RE: ALLEGATION BY BURGESS AUDIE WJASON

BRI 2. e

Copies of all reports from reﬂfg:;nt offices
have been received and have been forwarded to the
Department. \

Based on the extensive investigation conducted
re this Burgess Audie Wilson allegation including the
fact investigation determined he did not have access to the
airplane in April of 1968, nor to a vehicle in Missouri
as he claimed, the Department requested no further
investigation re the Wilson allegation.

(This line for LEFT MARGIN.)
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Promptly report any additional information to
FBIHQ volunteered re the Wilson allegation; however,
conduct no active investigation unless instructed by
FBIHQ as directed by the Department.

(Do not type below this line.)

SERIALIZEDX,

0CT 41978

/ FBl — BIRMINGHA .
bk (%f

(1/7 ) FBi/DOJ
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

" FBI Not “Guilty?”

The House assassinations committee has come up with a yes-but

- verdict on the Federal Bureau of Investigation regarding accusa-

tions made against the agency in the murder of Dr. Martin Luther

- King. The committee says the FBI had no direct part in the slaying.

But the verdict has been softened somewhat to mollify those in

K the black community who have unequivocally accused the FBI of

having a part in the assassination.

S “"Now the committee wants to know the answers to three other |
questions: :

€ Did the FBI's effort to dxscredlt King result in his being in

" Memphis at the time he was assassinated?

@ Did the FBI, through other black activists, foment the vio-
lence which made a second King appearance there necessary?

@ Did the FBI have foreknowledge of the assassination on which

.. it did not act?

“It is obvious that if the answer to any one of these questions is

found to be yes, then the FBI is guilty, guiity of something — bad

’ judgment, imperfect perception, etc.—but guilty.

%

+

’;_.._.v-._— Py L N - - — - P B

" But Americans, if they had any doubts, can now put them to
rest. No, the FBI did not have a contract on Dr. King, did not pay
activists to disrupt the King-led demonstrations, did not lure him
back to Memphis so that he could be murdered and did not, at the
time, know who did.

R - )
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
%9 Teletype ] Immediate [] TOP SECRET

[] Facsimile (X Priority [] SECRET
[] Routine 1 CONFIDENTIAL

[JUNCLAS EFT-O
XJ UNCLAS

Date _3/14/80

FM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) (PRIORITY)
BT

UNCLAS

MURKIN

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL, MAY 31, 1977.

ON MARCH 13, 1980, DEPUTY REID SMITH, SHELBY COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE, COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA, ADVISED THAT MORRIS
O. DAVIS (FORMER BIRMINGHAM 1079-PCI) WAS ARRESTED ON MARCH
12, 1980, FOR DRUG POSSESSION AND IS INCARCERATED IN THE
SHELBY COUNTY JAIL.

AT THE TIME OF HIS ARREST DAVIS HAD IN HIS POSSESSION
HUNDREDS OF PAGES OF HANDWRITTEN NOTES DISCUSSING THE FBI,
CIA, DEA, THE KING ASSASSINATION AND OTHER MATTERS. MUCH
OF THE INFORMATION IS CRITICAL OF FEDERAL AGENCIES AND
DISCUSSES DAVIS' THEORY CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

J4-1140 2243

1 5
1 dgs 5 ARCHED ___INDIXED
( )M/ L.)bk/m,cip‘

- ,UJ/SG Y r}ﬂ

; L,
Approved: W [H’(Z’ Transmitted oy | 3 /7/"*" Per
\J\) [ (Number) (Time)
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:

] Teletype [] Immediate [ TOP SECRET

[] Facsinile (] Priority (1 SECRET

] Routine [] CONFIDENTIAL
[JUNCLASEFTO
{1 UNCLAS

PAGE TWO BH 44-1740 UNCLAS
DAVIS' THEORY HAS BEEN FURNISHED PREVIOUSLY TO
FBIHQ, THE LAST BEING BIRMINGHAM AIRTEL AND LHM DATED

DECEMBER 15, 1976, ENTITLED, "ASSASSINATION OF

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; CIVIL RIGHTS'". ALSO, DAVIS

WAS INTERVIEWED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE HOUSE ASSASSINATION
COMMITTEE DURING 1977.

BIRMINGHAM IS TAKING NO FURTHER ACTION REGARDING THIS
MATTER AND THE ABOVE IS FURNISHED FOR INFORMATION IN THE
EVENT PRESS INQUIRIES ARE RECEIVED CONCERNING THE DOCUMENTS
WHICH APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY DAVIS.

BT

Approved: Transmitted

(Number) (Time)

FBl/DOJ
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Memorandum

DIRECTOR, FBI - ' pate July 23, 1982
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

Subject : JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM .
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY ' '
00: MEMPHIS

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and
three copies of a letterhead memorandum containing
investigation by the Birmingham Office. Enclosed for
the information of the Atlanta, Memphis, Mobile and
WFO Offices are two copies of an LHM containing results
of investigation by the Birmingham Office.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

The Birmingham Office is not interviewing
PAUL BERNARD MARLER in connection with this matter
due to his mental incompetency and he is an alcoholic.

2-Bureau (44-38861l) (Enc. 4)
2-Atlanta (44-2386) (Enc. 2)
2-Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
2-Mobile (157-2627) (Enc. 2)
" 2-WFO (Enc. 2)
Birmingham

PJB/acm .-
/ N

(11) M@

4 o e

SEARCHED.

SERIALIZEDLL . FILER
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