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FM Jt1CKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIRfCTOR (44-33R61) IMMFDIATF 

BIPMINGHAM IMMFDil\T~ 

DALLAS IMMEDIATF 4LL OF'FICFS VIA F8IHQ 

MF:MPHIS (44-1987 SUR M) IMMFDIATF. 

SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) IMMFDI.f.\TE 

BT 

UNCLA S F.' F T 0 

ATTF.NTION CONGRESSIONAL I NQUI:=?Y UNIT · 

MURKIN; 00: MEMPHIS. 
'· 
\ 

-

BURGFSS AUDH' WILSON, JR., HH1AT'E, dGFAN SPRINGS CITY ,JAIL, 

CCFAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, WAS INTFRVIEWFD BY FBI ;~GF'NTS, AUGUST 

19, 1978, REGARDING HIS ALLF.GFD l<NOWLFyGf .~ND INVOLVEMENT IN THF 
\ 

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIM LUTHFR. KING AF"TFP HAVING 1.'1AIVFD HIS 
\ -

P!GHTS, AND HE FUR NI SHFD THE F'OLl,.OWI NG I NF'ORMATION: 

111 ILSDN ADVISFD THAT THE' TIM~ PRIOR TO THE MUHDF.R OF' MARTIN 

LUTHE'P KING, HF WAS LIVI MG IN GRANDVIF:V, MISSOURI, IN .A HOUSF on 

ulRMINGHA~j_-

-- .. l 
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BYFRS ROAD \,1 ITH HIS WIFF, BETTY LOU, tHJD HIS THRE'F CHILDRFN, 

DEBORAH, STEVE, AND MARK. HE v~s IN THr AIR FORCF RFSfRVF AND ALSO 

OPFRATPD A JFWF:LRY STORF. 

IN THE COUPSF OP HIS JE~ELRY DUSINSSS, HF MET A WHITE MALE 

ITALIAN WHO WAS IN HIS LATF SIXTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATFLY 5 FEtT 9 

INCHFS TALL, WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 230 POUNDS, AND WHO OP~RATED A 

Jt".'·'F.LRY TRADF: SHOP ON WALNUT STREET• HE STATED THf\T THIS VHITF 

MAL~ 'INTROD!JCED HIM TO ANOTHER l:JHITE MALE ITALIAN BY THE NAMF OF 

MITCH Cl.NU), WHO WAS IN HIS MID FIFTIES AND WAS /\PPROXIMATFLY 

5 FFFT 10 INCHES TALL, AND WEIGHED .DiPP:=?OXHU\TELY 190 POUNDS, 1c1HO 

HAD BLACK, t:rAVY HAIR AND HAD SOME CO:H0FCTIOt0 VITH /1 BONDING 

COMPANY, ;\ND ALSO MITCH'S B 0 0THER, N.AMr.: ~,JOT RFCALLE'D, PHO FIT TH"' 

SAMf. PHYSICAL Di:::'SCR!PTION AS MITCH, BUT WHO HAD NUMFROUS CUT SC ... ~PS· 

ON HlS F'ACF. 

HI: STATED. THAT MITCH STA~T~D Di:-:LI\ffPING ~JEWELRY TO HIM POR 

THr PURPOSE OF' HAVING THE STONES PFMOVJ'."D FROM THF FITTINGS. H~ 

SfATFTI MITCH USUALLY MET HIM AT A BAR 01'-1 ~·.TALMUT STRFFT •1.ilHCH tJAS 

RUN BY A VHITE F'FM1"LF. AND IT ALSO APPfiARFD THAT MITCH MIGHT H.I.\Vi:" 

BfFN A PART OWNF.R OR HAD AN INTEREST IN THIS BAR. HE ST.t\TFD THAT 

DUE' TO THF VOLUME' Or ,JF.t•ffLRY THAT MITCH WAS BRINGING TO HIM, H2 
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ASKl?D MITCH ABOUT IT, AND MITCH t-'')VISFD HIM THAT IT VAS STOLf.'.N 

... W.t1'FLRY. MITCH TOLD HIM, HOWFVFR, THAT HE, WILSON, 1:IAS IN AS l)FFP 

AS HF:, MITCH, VAS AND THAT HF t1.10ULD HAVE TO CONTifWF' WORKING 1·.rITH 

MITCH. HE STATFD THIS RFLATIONSHIP.~ITH MITCH CONTINUFD UNTIL 

H~ STATFD THAT MITCH BROUGHT UP THE IDf.'A OF' KILLiNG KING i~ND 

~ID THAT THERE WAS A $50,000 CONTRACT ON HIM. HOVFVER, HF NFVFR 

E'AID 1,1 HO PUT OUT THE CONTRACT BUT SldD THAT HE COULD GFT THF Mow:-y 

fOR WILSON IF' HF. KILLFD XI NG• 

WILSON STATED TH1,T MITCH WAS ,VFLL A1;JARF OF' HIS, WILSOiPS, 

THOUGHTS CONCERNING KING AND THF BLACK CIVIL RIGHTS MOVFMFNT, IN 

THt-1T HIS F'ATHF.R, WHO WAS A PASTOR' OF THF CFNTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH AT 

G~ENADA, MISSISSIPPI, JIFD OF A HEART ATTAC~ ~HICH HE, WILSON, 

THOUGHT h1.~S CAUSF.D AS A P.fSULT OF' R.tiCIP,L TENSIONS AT GPENAf)A 

BROUGHT ON BY THE FORCEFUL INTSGRATION OF HIS FATtffR'S CHURCH. 

WILSON STATED THAT APPPOXIMATfLY FIVF OR SIX MONTHS BFFOR~ 

KING'S MURDER, HF STARTFD GATHEf?ING INFORMATION ON THE MOVFMi::tns, 

HABITS, AND IJIHFRFABOUTS OF' KI NG• 

1,,, IL so N ADVI SFD THAT H~ H,!\D A n~D A ND WHIT F BO Ni~ PZA A I RPL.A n~, 

RfGISTER NUMBER 34L, AND A CESSNA 310 TWIN-FNGINF AIRCRAFT, VHICH 
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1,TAS BLUE AND 1,rH!TF, !:JHICH PLANFS HE USCD TO FLY TO DIFF'FRFNT PLAC;.~:; 

WHERr KING WAS SUPPOS:.'.D TO RE. HF STA!FO THAT HF. RECALLS GOING TO 
i , 

HUNTSVILLF., ALABAMA; TUPF.LO t MISSISSIPP~1

; JACKSON, TFt•,JNFSSFF.; 
i 
i 

ATLAN!A, GFORGIA; AND GRF:FNV!LLF, SOUTH: 91AROLIN,!I\. Hf.: STA_'fr;-D THAT 
I ,· ;! 

WHIL~ AT TUP~LO, MISSISSIPPI, HF STAYFd ;IN THF RAMADA I~N AND 

BFLIFVES THAT IN THF. OTH~R PLACES HE V)E:i.~T~D HE STAYFD IN HOLIDAY 
./ ( I 

INNS. 
-

HF STATFD THAT MITCH F'UP.NI§-H'ED HH~ A J/iPANESE SNIPFP RIFLF. 
I 

HF STi\TED THAT HF KEPT THF RIF'LF" A~}D TfiAT Ll!JST BEF'OPF CHRISTMAS OF ,. 
i'\ 

1975, HF l-Lf\D IT RFWORKFD AT A GUMSHOP,ln COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, ON 
I 

FOURTH STREET ACPOSS FROM A BANK. Hf 
0
$"t'eTED THAT THF L4ST 1{NO',,!-

LEDGF HE HAD· OF' THF RIFLE, HIS OL9EJ1,SON, . .STf\JFN MAYNE WILSOn, Ht~D 
I , 

i \_ 

THf t?IFLF A~m A SHOTGUN BUT H.~D TQ,,tD· HIM THA,T HF HAD SOLD IT. 
I 

MR. 1,,IILSON ADVISED THAT THF~F: ,44,AS A GARBl-\GF: STRIKE IN PrOGPVSS 
, 

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSFE, AND THAT nlJCH CALLSP HIM ftT HIS STORF IN 
-!:/)'.' \ \ 

GRANDVIF.P, MISSOURI, AND TOLD HH1' :THAT K1NG .1:'AS COMING TO MFr·JPHIS 
~/ :' / . . \, 

FOR A RALLY A ND INSTRUCTED WILSl)i'l( jTO ,,cqfff Tb MEMPHIS WHFRF HF l,JAS 
'f ' 
I /' 

TO MfTT TWO MF.N AT THE UO ND~H DAR LOCAT?D P1T THF CORNFR OF SU MM ff' 

AVFNLW AND 1.,THITt STATION ROAD. 

MR. WILSON ADVISED THAT HF;; FLr'.W ,rro MEMPHIS t TF'.NNFSSF.F' HJ n-w 
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BONANZA 1
~IRCnAFT AND LANJFD AT AN AIRPORT JUST NORTH OF RALFIGH, 

T~NNESSFF. HF STATED THAT THE AIRPbRT WAS OPERATED BY A LONG-TIME 

ACQUAINTANCF OF HIS !:.THO HAD ATTFN!)FD A CHURCH WHICH W.AS ·PASTOHFD 
\ 

BY WILSON'S F'ATHFR IN THr PAST. 1,1ILSON STP,TF.D TH/l.T HIS DAUGHTr.~, 

DFBOHAH, PICKVD HIM UP AT .THF AIRP:qRT IN HF.R 1965 WHITE: MUSTANG, 

11rHICH WILSON HAD PRFVIOUSLY BOUGHT• FOH HFR AND WHICH l,1AS m?GISTFRED 

IN HI~ NAMf IN MISSOURI. 

~E ADVISED THAT DEBORAH AND HER MOTHFP, BFTTY LOU, VER~ 

SL~ YI NG AT THE' RF SID~ NCE OF' V' IL S0 ~1' S F'A THFP.-I N-LA lr', V'ER NON HOOT OJ , 

,3095 RUSKIN POf1D, MEMPHIS, TtNN~SSFr.. HE STATFD THAT HOOTFN HAD 

HAD A HF.ART ATTACK AN1) THAT HIS VIF>:: AND D.t\UGHTF.R WERE TF'.MPORAPILY 

/ STAYING AT T}ff HOOT~N RFSIDFMCE. 

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE WFNT TO THE WO~Dr.R BAR AND WHILF HAVING 

A DR INK T'f:10 HHITE MF:~1 APPP.OACHEl) HIM, CNF: HAVING .~ N ACCFNT SIMILM? 

TO A PUERTO RICAN. 
/ 

THE T1,,10 WHITE MALES FURNISHED HIM WITH FBI CREDENTIALS, P!-HCH 

Hf STATFD HAD 1~ BLACK AND !:!HITE PHOTOGf?APH OF HIMSFLF' ON IT, 

ftND Tl-ffY TOO){ HIM AND SHOVED HIM '-''HFRF" KING \:rAs TO HOLD THF JU1LL Y. 

THEY THEN TOOK 1/ILSON TO .A HOTEL ON SOUTH MAIN STRt~T NEAR BF.ALF 

STRF.F.T AND TOOK HIM TO A ROOM ON THE THIRD FLOOH. THFY TOLD HIM 
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HF: HAS TO BF. IN THE CROW!) AT THF Ri\LL Y A ND THAT .4 D FC OY SHOT W.A S TO 

BE FIRF'.D A~m THAT Ht WAS THt:N TO SHOOT. THEY s,~ID THAT 1{I1JG HAD ,4 

HABIT 0F' RA I SI NG HIS .A PMS OVER HIS HEAD ~,!H~~N HE VAS MA ){I NG A SPJ:" 17CH 

AND THAT THE S~COND TIMF THAT HF DID SO, THE SHOTS 1.•1FPF TO RE F'IPFi1. 

W IL.SON STA TE:D THAT ON THE DAY OF THE' M!JPDFP HF W t-1S IN THF 

CROWD STANDING NF.l\R A WOOD FFNCF PiPPROXIM.l~TFLY G(-1 FFET fi"ROM \,,,IHFRF 

KING 1,r.l\S STAND! NG A~ID THAT UHFN ){HlG RAISFD -HIS ARMS Tl-If. SE'.COND 

TIME HF SHOT HIM. 

MR. WILSON ADVISFD THAT HF HAD :THF RIFLE WHICH HF USED STRAPP~n 

TO HIS B~LT UNDF.P ,1 SUIT COAT A;,)D ATTACHED TO HI[; 8FLT ON ,"'. s11,1IVrL. 

HF STATFD THAT THf BAPRFL PROTR!JD!°'.~D FROM BF.l,01'1 HIS COAT BUT NO ONE 

QUESTIONED HIM CONCERNING IT. HE SAID THAT HE l-L!\D PRACTic!::-n !--\ 

GPF"AT DFAL S\rIVE'LING THF, RIFLE A~m FIRI MG IT. 

HF ADVISFD THAT AFTER THE SHOOTING, HF WAS STOPPFD BY T}-W 

MFM?HIS POLICE, BUT Htf SHOVFD THFl1 THE CRFDF:NTIALS, A ND THEY LFT 

HIM dO,_AND HE WALKFD ON DOWN THF STREfT APPROXIMATELY TWO BLOCKS 

TO \"1-!FRF ,HE HAD· LFF'T THF MUSTANG PARKRD • HE ADVISED THAT HE GOT IN 
'• 

THt MUSTANG AND DROVE RACK TO THE HOOTEtJ Rt'S!DFNCF, AND HIS 

DA!JGt{TEq, DFBOR AH, THEN TOO!( HIM TO THF A I RP ORT , .A ND HE GOT HIS 

PLAN£ AND F1..F7:W.BACK TO KANSAS CITY. HF STATED THAT THF AIRPORT 
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THAT HF USFD WAS ON THE KANSAS SIDE OM THF: HIGHtiJAY TO OLATHF, 

KANSAS. HF STATED THE AIRPORT WAS RUN BY CFNU) FISHFR. H~ ALSO 

STATFD THAT HF HAD PURCHASFD THE BONA ~-1'Z{\ AIRCRAFT foROM FISHPR. 

WILSON ADV IS FD THAT APPROXIMATELY ONV WFEK BFFORF THF: MUR'.)FR, 

MITCH GAVr:' HIM $25 ,0.00 IN $20 BILLS, AtJb FOLLOWING THE' MURDER, 

MITCH GAVF HIM ANOTHER $25,000, AT WHICH TIMF HE GAVE TH~ 

CREDFNTIALS B~CK TO MITCH. 

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAS NO KNOWLFDGf OF JAM~S FARL RAY 

HAVING BEF:-N INVOLVED IN Tiff CONSPillACY. \ 
I 

THF ABOVE INFORMATION REVLECTS COMPLVTF DETAILS OF INTfPVIFW. 

~ILSON HAS SIGNED FXTPADITION PAPERS, AND EXTRADITiON IN 

PROGRESS BY LOCAL AUTHORITii:::S. 

APPROPRIATE RECIPIFNTS RF:QUESTfD TO RFINTERVIFW RFLP,TIVF.S OF' 

WILSON IN AN EFFORT TO RESOLV~ INCONSISTFNCIFS CdNCFRNING HIS 

APPEARANcr IN Mr;-MPHIS ON APRIL 4, 196H. 

CONSIDPPATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO ALLOVI~G TWO AGENTS FROM 

MEMPHIS DIVISION trHo ARE THOROUGHLY F"MHLIAP WITH THF f1lJRKIN 

MATTER TO RFINTfRVIFW ~ILSON CONCERNING HIS ALLFGFD INVOLV~MFNT IN 

THF: ASSASSINATION OF Dq. MAP.TIN LUTHER. KHlG AND r1LSO I NTERVIFV 
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BY POLYGRAPH OPERATOR FROM MFMPHIS DIVISION. 

RT 

FOR A NY CORRF'CT!ONS PL FSASE CO NT ACT JACKSON 
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['l\;TPFIC::; "!TAT HIS 'JAU~HT,;"? rncnrr .A 1,J1--IITF f·1USTP,~:s F?IJ:·1 1-(A'.'.rAS CITY, 

nur::sr::-ss AUJir,- 1•1Itsn'-1 , ,n. ,·AKA -; ILL 1,.11tsor1 , l'fAS P.?c:FsT::r:, ']Y 

ncr-:-ti~1 S?'"::>pr:-:;,c:, I''.I'::PIS.SIPPI, P0LIC 17 1'C'PA~H·~e''.T, 7:.35 Pf.:, AUGUST 1.r·, 

197:7, D,~:' 7 i) ('\f' P"n"".'.,ATI0 11l VI'JLATnr 1;.1.A?T:•A~'T DAT'"'.""'') ti,\'1IL 1'3, 197G, 

ISSLJ":"n ?Y 01 ri,1 RC::AU'1Ff.'LS, T':."YAS, POLICC:: DFPAf'T 1ff~.:r. 1:1 ILSCJ\l P'.{f-

C'17MTLY P-lCARf"".t;"DAJt::'l") 0817'A11/ SP')I ~iGS pntrcr 'i!7PAPT~"Frn. OC:A\' SPDH''.',S 

POL Irr ')'7PA~::,p,117 r-iT F.AS 91'.;'.F't,1 Jl\l CGfHACT WITH ~.:n!i DPAU~1Fnj:~, p:-~~t.S, 

POLIC~ )rPA~TM~~T, AN1 TP~ LATTSP n~srp~s HIS P~rur~ TO r~xAs. 
WILsn~1 /;()\1TAr~T:D At,1, .AU'HIST 19, 197:7, SY f:H A\1!) FUF':JIS)-{1'.'."!J 
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t:-rSI')"7'J !)ITH :-u~ r:',~ 1/1ILY ,-'.\T snt))~'.}, r::rssrssr?PI, LJtlTIL 19.36, l,,,J-ii:;"c] 

:)-{r.v '11JV17J T'."1 rLnPIJt1r, AU\GA:1A, 1.,JHE~r:- H~ t11r: 1T TO SSHOOL UMTIL TJ-[r 

rr~LTTH snArir, A~•;/ THt"~' l_,}'7l,JT T0 CA~'J!")~l HILL, ALASMAA' l-'.IGH scHnO)-, 

U' 1TIL 1947. 

n~1 M~Y 2, 1947, ;-rr. Ff)Tt"':''7'""1 u. s •. 412,i:;'(Y::cr A':D 1:JAS_l")ISCHAc;G 17 J 

1 95 r. A FT':'.'.., 7s I '.Y~ OUT OF TH~ AF' FO:~ C[ ?Q7" A PP RO ~I '.'·1A T:7L Y ? IS HT 

r.nn A?PDnYI 1l'4Tr;'L\f n•,1r yr-:As. AFT!:;,: l-17A\.II'1!3 P?UD,;:;-i>JTIAt, HTT OPFPAT;:"J 

:'\ 1..~u~ 1'J"Y /HP) rt':;'1\PI' 11 r=iusr-..:r;-,::,,-:; rn r·1::-:r 1P1-rr~. ')U"'rt,JG THIS 1rr1~ Hr:- wA~; 

rr.,., 197r', t{r -~'· 1J ,,,IF7 ,=:::-TTY \IJILS'J'.l r,·:ovr1 Tn :,i,.cripl--[IS, rr~•':;r;-s:.::;E"", 

~•"11 0rr~1r1 A J~1,rr:-L,..,Y PLJ:::'P'7 SS I'.; JA~TLETT, T17 '.,'\'rs.c:r,r. Ifl AJJITIO\'. 
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F'M ,JACKSON (62-544) (P) 

TO DIBfCTOR (44-33R51) IMMFDIAT~ 

BIRMINGHAM IMMfDIATF 

DALLAS IMMJ;"D!ATF 

HOUSTON IMM"D!ATF 

//////ALL OF'F'ICF.'S VIA rBIHO//////// 

MEMPHIS (44-19R7 SUB M) IMMFDIATE 

SAN .l\NTONIO (44-1242) IMMEDIATE 

RT 

UNCLAS F: F T 0 

ATTFNTION CONGRFSSIONAL I!'-!0UIRir:"S UNIT, ROOM f<988, Jr-'H. 

MURK! N; 00: Mi::"MPHIS. 

F'OP INFORMATION OF HOUSTON, 0~1 AUGUST 18, 1978, GF'Nf 9AR 1(SJALr, 

SHERIFF, SHfLBY COUNTY, TF:NNESSf:"F, ADVISFD THAT ON THr. NIGHT OF' 

AUGUST 17, 1978, HF RF'C~IVF.D TVO TELF.PHONf CALLS FR0M BURGFSf~ AUDI~ 

WILSON. li1ILS0~1, WHO l.11AS 'F'ORMfRLY IN THF TFNNF.SSFF i'\IR NATIONAL 

GUA~D UNIT AT Mt:'MPHIS, TENNFSSFE', \HTH BARl.(SDALF, IMF'ORM~D THE 

SHFPIF'F TH.O.T HF HAD KILLF"f) DR. MARTIN LUTHFP ;(ING IN 1968 AT 

~//~c:7-.tff,J 
I SEARCHED ____ 10£,»ij;~-1 
I SERIALIZ -· FIJYJl~7"-+-
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MFMPHIS; THAT HIS DAUGHTER DROVF A WHITE MUSTANG FROM ~ANSAS CITY, 

MISSOU~I, TO M~MPHIS THRFF DAYS PRIOR TO KING'S DFATH, AND WISHr;-D 

TO SURRFNDF? TO RARKSOALF AT TH~ HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI. 

ARRANGtiMF'NTS 1,lf"Rf.' M.~DF" FOR WILSON AND COMPANIOt1l PFVFRF.ND NOFL 

FANNON, PASTOR, ST. FLIZMJETH SFTON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCFAf,i SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI, TO APP~AP AT THF' HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, 

AT 6::~0 PM ON AUGUST 1R, 1978, AT WHICH TIMF THFY PEP.F TO Bl? C0N-

TACTFD BY SP!="CIAL AGE'NTS OF' THF. JACKSON OFF'ICF. li'ILSON li1AS CON-

TACT~D RY SPFCIAL AGFNTS OF THF JACKSON OFFICF; HOWFV~R, HF DFCLINFD 

TO DISCUSS INFORMATION RFGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN 

LUTHr-R KI NG PITH THFM • 

' 
BURGtSS AUDir;- MILSON, ,JR., AKA BILL WILSON, 1,rAS ARRF:STFD BY 

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, POLIC~ DFPARTMFNT, 7:35 PM, AUGUST 18, 

197g, BAS~D ON PROBATION VIOLATOR 1JARRANT DATF"!J APRIL 13, l97R, 
\ 

ISSLJr:"T) BY NF'W BRA.LI NFFLS, TE:XA S, POL I CF DFPA RIME NT. \11 ILSO N PRF-.. , 

SFNTLY INCARCtRATF.D ocr.:AN SPRINGS POLICF DF'PARTMENT. OCr."AN SPRIMGS 

POLICF Dl="PARTM~NT H.l\S B'FFN IN CONTACT 11rITH 'NFW BRAUNFELS, TF.:X/1,S, 

PCT.ICF DFPARTMFNT, AND THE LATtFP DFSIPFS HIS RETURN TO TEXAS. 

WILSON CONTACTED AM; AUGUST 19, 1978, BY FBI AND FURNISHF:D 

rOLLOli'ING BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
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HF wr,, s BORN ON AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, A ND 
\ 

I 

PESIDFD WITH HIS F'AMILY AT GOLOFN, MI S S I~ SI PP I , UNTIL 1936, \IH~N 

THFY MOV~D TO ELDRIDGE, ALABAMA, WHERE HF WENT TO SCHOOL UNTIL THF 

rIGHTH GRADE"AW) THFN W,:;-NT TO CAHDON HILL, ALABAMA, HIGH SCHOOL, 

UNTIL 1947. 

ON MAY 2, 1947, HF'. ENTF'RFD U. s. AIR F'ORCF AND HAS DISCHAPGFD 
- \ 

1950. AF"TFR BEING OUT OF' THE AIR F'ORCE Fon APPROXIMATFLY F"IGHT 
' \ 

MONTHS, HF WAS Rr:'CALLFD INTO THF KORFAN 'WAR UNTIL HF 1_11 AS GIVFN AN 

HONORABL~ DISCHARGE F'F'BRUARY, 1960. 

HF AND HIS W!FF, BFTTY LOU li.lILSOH, MOVFD TO MF"MPHIS, TFNNi:-ssi:--F, 

F"OLLO,JING HIS-DISCHARGE AMD WORKED F'OR PRUDF'NTIAL INSURANCF COMPt1NY 

fOR APP~OXIMATJ:LY ONF YF.AR. AFTER LFAV'ING PRUDFNTIAL, HE OPFRATi;-D 

A LAUND~Y AND CLFANING BUSINESS IN MEMPHIS. DURING THIS TIME HF t'AS 

ALSO IN THF TFNNESSFF AIR NATIONAL GUARD •. 

HF L~FT M~MPHIS, WFNT TO GRANDVIFW, MISSOURI, WHERE Hf 8~CAMF 

A CIVIL s~RVIC~ tMPLOY~F IN THE AIR FORC~ RESERVE AND RFMAINFn ~ITH 

THE RF'SERVJ:: UNTIL 197 0. AL SO , F'ROM l 96 G UNI IL 1970, HF OP'""PA Jt;"D P, 

.J~WFLRY STORf BUSINFSS. 

IN 1970, HE AND WIFE BFTTY WILSON MOVFJ TO MFMPHIS, TFNNFSSE~, 

AND OPFNk'D A J£1,_1ELRY BUSINESS IN R,~RTLFTT, TFNNFSSFF. IN ADDITION 
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TO JF.h117LRY BUSI~FSS, HE BUILT ALUMINIJM STORAGF BUILDINGS, BUT IN 

JUNF, 1970, HIS BUSINFSS \•.1AS DF.STROYFD _BY A TORNADO. 

HF' THfN UF'NT TO SAN ANTONIO, .TEXAS, A ND BFCAMF FMPLOYr.!) BY 

AIJ:? F"OJ:?cr. R~S 17RVr. AS A Fl.IGHT ENGIN~FP.. HF Al.SO Qpt;-RATFO A Jr.'':JFLF:Y 

SfOP.r.: IN SAN ANTONIO UNTIL 1974, l\Nt, Af THIS TIMF HF AND HIS \'IFF, 
I 

B~TTY, Pt"RF' DIVORr,fT). HF THFN MOVED TO MOUNTACN HOMJ:', ARKANSAS, 

OPFNFD A ,Ji:-1.,J!<LRY STORF, AND MARRIED AVIS LFA HUNTF~. HF 111AS MAP.RI FD 

F'OR APPROXIMATJ:"LY SIX MONTHS AND THE'Y UFRF DIVORCED. SHF" N0\,.1 

RFSI!)FS AT 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE, HF:RMITAGr;-, TFNNFSSFT. Hr THFN 

WFNT TO COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, WHEPF HF WORKED IN THE GUBERNATORIAL 

CAMP,f\IGN FOR GOVFRNOR CLIF'F' FINCH. WHILF IN COLUMBUS, HF' MARP.IFD 

PATRICIA SHINDALA OF STARKVILLE, MI$SISSIPPl. DURING THF GUBERNA-

TORIAL CAMPA·IGN IT h1AS SUGGF:STFD HE TFLL PEOPLE HF WAS A R17TIRFD 

COLONEL AND AN F:X-PRISONF.R OF' WA.R. HF LFFi COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, 

JANUARY, 1976, 1/!<NT TO TYLF'R, TEXAS, AND STAYF:D WITH LA"RPY HUGHi;-Y, 

A FRIEND. HF t1 1ENT TO TFX . .\S FOR PURPQSF OF' CLFARING UP SOMF CHARG 17 S 

AGAINST HIM AT Nf.'1,1 BRAUNF'FLS, TEXAS~ }ff l1ffNT TO DALLAS, TFXAS, 

TO SFF A FRIFND, AND WHILF THFRF CALLFD HIS SON, AND SHORTLY THFP~­

AFTFR POLICF. ARRIVF.D AND ARRESTFD HIM ON CHARGE OF NON CHILD SUPPOt?T 

ON A WARRANT ISSUED FOR HIM AT CLFVFLAND, TEXAS. HF ~AS RVL~ASFO 
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/ 
I' 
I • 

TO AUTHORITIJ:'S F'ROM NF.I.I RRAUNF'FL~f,. TF~AS, WHl='RF HF PLFD GUILTY TO A 
.- ·; . 

. ~ 

CHARGF OF' THEFT BY CHFCK AND RF£EJ!VED A SFNTFNCE OF f.'IGHT Y~ARS 
I, \ 

PROBATION. Hr- THFN ST,~YFD IN VICJNITY·OF' NEW BRAUNFELS WHFRF Hf 
/! 

WAS INVOLVFD IN CONSTRUCTION WO~K~ Ht HAD AN _ALTE'RCATION WITH AN ,, . 

( ;\'i ' \ 

FMPLOYEE AND w.~s At=rnESTFD FOR VIO/LATiot,f OF HIS PROBATION P.UT l,JAS 
I • 

! 

RFL~ASFD A COUPLF Or ,_.rF:FKS LATFR4 
1 

HF C.ONTI NUFD WORK! NG AROUND Nf\,r 
/! 

BRAUNFELS AND WAS AG.AIN ARRFSTF.O FOR POSSFSSION OF STOLFN MF'PCHAN-
, l ' I , 

I• 

J \ 

~ISF, BUT THF CHARG~S WERF LATE~, DROPPED. HF CONTINUED IN CONST~UC-

TION BUSIN~ss AND MARRIED JO ANN CHILDR~SS AND WAS DIVORCFD AFT~R 

THpt:'i:;-_ MONTHS. IN JANUARY,. 1978, Hf D'fPARTFD F'OR HOUMA, LOUISIANA, 
: \ . 

AND WORKF.D rOi:? Lf)lJISIANA OFF-SHORE ::cATRPfRS UNTIL APRIL, 1978, 

WHFN HE WSNT TO WORK FOR GULF COAS~ CATF~FRS OF NFW IB~RIA, -

LOUISIANA, 1,JHJTPF HF. R,:-MAINf."D UNTIL T.HE FND Of ,JUNF, 1978. HF: 

CAME TO OCF"AN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, AND OPE;NED A JFWFLRY SHOP At.JD 

Pl='S!Dr:'1) AT Tl.i1IN PINF.S APARTMENTS IN OCEAN SPRHJGS F'OJ'? THE' FIRST 

THR~F WffKS THEN MOVFD TO ROUTE 6, BOX 387. 

WILSON IS Dr::SCR!Bf.'.D AS FOLLOWS: \ 

BURGFSS AUDIF WILSON, JR., AKA BILL; DOB 

POR F'ULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 5 FEET 11 INCHf,S; 170 POUNDS; Bl?Q1,.1N ~Yt;S; 

GRAY HAIR; SOCIAL SfCURITY NUMBER HIGH SCHOOL GRADU.l\Tl7; 
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MILITARY SF'RVICE, U. S. AIR FORCE, 194:.7 -/ 1960; FATHr;:R RnRGESS 
.: 

AUDir;- PILSON, SR. CDEC~ASF.D), GRE"NADA; MISSISSIPPI; MOTHER MITTIF' 

OALF' CDFCFASFD); STEPMOTHER LILLIE MAE WILSON CDF.CFASFD), GPF.:NADA, 

1ISSISSIPPI; B10TH~P ALLISON ToµFRS 0ILSON, ~EFORM, ALABAMn; 

3ISTFR LYDA MC GAHFY, 2002 ~AST-FI!1HTH AVf~UF NOP.TH, COLqMP!!S, 
~/ ) 

1,ISSISSIPPI; SISTF'R CHRISTINE' GUNTHORPE,;, Fttl..TON, MISSISSIPPI; 
,,·,·'' ' 

' 
'.X-WIF'F BFTTY LOU WILSON l•1ADE, BURLF.S_ON,. TFXAS; F.X-wIPF oVIS LFA 

:'.-

y#TFR, 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE, HFRMJTl\GF, TENNESSEE; EX-vIFF. 

_,,,..,,-·•ATRICIA SHlNDALA;, STARKVILLE, MI~,;fsifIPPI CBFLIEVED KILLED IN 
' -'..,'._ '·' > : / ,f : 

AR ACCIDFNT); r,x-wrrif~o ANN., c1-d\~!ttss,;, 113 MII..Ll sTRFET, SAN 
. :. . ·\- \. . ' . ·., . . f. .' . \ . .i/. . .. 

l\RCOS, TFXAS; DAUGHTfR Df~RAH,tA~:n:01\{~~}5• HfSB-~~D CHARLES, 

:LVFDERF, ILLINOIS; SON STFVFt·fiJAYNtr X1.'ILSON', .BURLESON, TEX"'S; .. / :. 

)N MARK "NTHONY MILSON, BURLFSON, TFXA:5. 
,. . 

BIRMINGHAM R~QUFSTFD TO INTERVIEW ~LLISON TdWFRS WILSON, 
; 

?OTHFR, REFORM, ALABAMA. 
i ' 
l 

DALLAS INT:<'.RVIEW BETTY LOU VILS9-N/;JADF.,, FX-\i.1IF"F, BURLESON, 

:XAS, AND SONS ST!:VFN WAYNF WILSON, MJ;D MARK ANTHONY WILSON. IF_ 

lT ALRFADY DONF, ASCi:;:RTAIN WHEREABOUTS.OF DFRORAH ANN ,JONFS, 
/i 

·1 

1UGHTFR, FOR IMMEDIATE INTFRVI~W~ WHO IS RFPORTEDLY RESIDING IN 
!i 

:THF'P BFLVFDERF OR BF:LLVIFV, ILL!N01S. 
' 
; f 
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i I 
I 

HOUSTON RFVIF~ VOLicr. RfCORDS AT £LEV~LnND, TFXAS, FOR FULL 

~TAILS OF NON CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT ItsutD BY THAT DEPARTMFNT 

3A INST 1,,,r IL SON. 

' 
M F'M PH IS I NT f:'RV I El.•' AVIS L FA HU tff l<P. , FX - WI FF • 

SAN ANTONIO INTFRVIEW JO ANN CHILDRT:"SS, FX-UIFF, AND A.LSO 

~VI~~ RFCORDS AT THF AIR FORCF R~SFRVr CFNTFR. 

ALL OFFICES INTFRVIFW RFLATIVFS OF WILSON FOR FULL BACKGROUND 

NF'ORMATION ANT) VFRACITY OF' HIS ALLFGATION THAT Hr KILLF'D DR. 

ARTIN LUTH~R KING. Dt'Tr.'RMINE HIS ~JHFRE'ABOUTS DURING TH~ CRITICAL 

FPIOD Or APRIL 4, 1968, AND IF' WILSON. MAY HAVE HAD A HISTORY OF 

'SYCHIATRIC PROB'l.FMS. ALL LEADS SHOULD BF' HANDLFD IMMf.'DIATr;-1_,y 

,ND KFFP FBIHQ, Mf:'MPHIS, AND JACKSON APPRISED. 

INTF.RVIFW OF BURGFSS AUDIE t!ILSON, ,JR., CONTINUING AT 

~FAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, CONC~PNING ASSASSINATION. 

1T 

/ ' 
I 
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PP BH CG DL HO JN KC MF OC SL SA 

DE Hn 0083 2342146 

ZNR UUUUU 

P 2222062 AUG 78 

Fi'1 l) IR~CTOR FBI (44-3886 I) 

TO FBI B I RM I NG HA M PR IO :-\ I TY 

FBI CHICAGO PRIORITY 

FBI DALL AS PR I OR ITY 

FBI HOUSTON PRIO~ITY 

FBI J,ACKSON pqIOT:?ITY 

FBI KANSAS CITY PRIORITY 

FBI Mf:'MPHIS PRIORITY 

FBI OKLAHOMA CITY PRIORITY 

F8 I SA N A NT ON IO P RI OR I TY 

FBI ST. LOUIS PRIOPITY 

BT· 

UNCLAS 

MUR KIN 

EXTENSIVE INV~STIGATION HAS ALREADY BFFN CONDUCTFD TO 

RESOLVF THE ALL~GATION BY BURGESS AUDIF WILSON THAT HE 

ASSASSIN.A TFD MART IN LUTHER KI NG , JR., A ND TO DFTFRM DJE 

Ji!) 
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V IL SO W S W HER FA 9 OUTS ON APR IL 4 , 19 68 , THE DAY KI NG "1 AS 

-ASSASSINATED. IN ADDITION, IF NOT ALRF.ADY DONE, THE 

FOLLOHING OF'F'IC!i'.S SHOULD CONDUCT THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL 

INVF ST IG AT ION : 

SA N .A NT O M IO : 

WILSON1\LLFGFD ON AN UNSPECIFIED DATE MITCH CLNU) 

F'URNISHF.D HIM A JAPANESE: SNIPFR RIFLE t,/HICH HF .t1LLEGEDLY 

USED TO SHOOT KING. DJ.BRA JONES, DAUGHTER, ADVISED HE 1.• 7ti.S 

ARR~STED ABOUT FOUR AND ONE HALF YEARS. AGO AT·BRO~NSVIlLE, 

TEXAS, \IHILE INTOXIC.I\TED ti.F'TF.R HAVING MADE THRtATS TO KILL 
' 

HIS WIFP, AND THE POLI CF FOUND A RIFLE IN HIS C1\R. 

SAN .I\NTONIO /\T BROWNSVILLE, OBTAIN DETAILS OF THIS ARREST, 

AMD OBT/l,IN ANY DESCRIPTION OF RIFLE RF:PORTEDLY LOCATED BY 
; 

POLI CF. 

JACKSON: 

APPAPFNTL Y REF'EP?ING TO .I\ SKETCH OF' KING'S KILL FR, 

WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS C\•70Rl<ING ASSOCIATES IN OCFAN SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI) THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN FXACT LIKENESS OF HIM AND 
• 

BFCAlJSi:;- IT ls'AS_RFCB::NTLY SHOWN ON TV, HE DECIDED TO TURN HIM­

SELF IN. WILSON SAID HE HAS A SISTER IN FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, 
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1.•1HO TFLFPHON~D HIM IN OCEAN SPRINGS TO SA.Y THAT THE SKETCH 

LOOKED JUST LIKF HIM. 

JACKSON, IN YOUR ATTEMPT TO LOCATE CHRISTINE WILSOW, 

SISTER, AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, IF NOT ALRFADY DONE, ALSO 

INTFRVIE',l HFR Rf ALLEGED CALL RE SKETCH DFSCRIBFD ABOVE. 

MFMPHIS: 

WILSON ADVIS~D THF TVO li1HITE MALES IN MEMPHIS TOO:{ HIM TO 

A HOTEL ON SOUTH MAIN STREET NFAR BEALF STREET AND TOOK HIM 

TO A ROOM ON THE THIRD FLOOR. MEMPHIS ADVISE PROXIMITY OF 

THIS ADDR'ESS TO ACTUAL KING ASSASSINATION LOCATION. 

OPAL HOOTFN, MOTHER OF BETTY LOU WADF, WAS UNABLE TO 

FURNISH SP~CIFIC DATFS OF VISITS OF' BETTY AND DEBRA, HOWEVF'R, 

WOULD CHFCK FAMILY MFDICAL RF'CORDS. DEBRA ALSO STATED WHILE 

HER MOTHi::-R BFTTY AND HF'R Wl:RE IN MEMPHIS VISIT I NG HOO TENS 

AT TIMF KING WAS ASSASSINATED, BF'TTY CALLED WILSON IN KANSAS 

CITY AT L~AST TWO TIMES. 

MEMPHIS FOLLOW STATUS OF HOOTFN LOCATING FAMILY MEDICAL 

RECORDS, AND DETERMINE WHETHER SHF HAS ANY TELEPHONE RECORDS, 

OP IF SAMF ARE AVAIL.I\BLF ·AT TELEPHONE COMPANY, SHOVING ANY 
\ 

CALLS TO KANSAS CITY, OR GRANDV IE':J .AREA, DU.RI NG PERIOD OF 
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APR IL, 1968. 

ALL RECIPIENT OFFICES:, 

• 
SUTFL SUMMARY RESULTS OF' ANY INVESTIGATION STILL 

OUTSTANDING, AND PROMPTLY SUBMIT R~PORTS REPORTING ALL 

INVFSTIG.~TION CONDUCTFD RF WILSON'S ALLEGATION, DESIGNATING 

4 COPIES TO BUREAU, AND 3 TO MEMPHIS, WITH COPY DESIGNATED 

FOR USA MEMPHIS. 

BT 

\ 

NNNN 
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DF Hn 0083 ?342146 

v,~ uuuuu 

P 2222 0(!;2 IWG 78 

FM rymr.cro~ rnr (44-38861) 

TO FBI AiqMINGHAM PRIORITY 

FBI CHICASO pqroRITY 

FB I I) ALL A S P ~ I OR I TY 

FBI HOUSTON P?I OR ITY 

FBI J.ACl<SOri P?I0'HTY 

F'RI K.l\NSAS CITY PRIORITY 

FBI Mf."MPH IS PP~ 0~1 !TY 

FBI OKLAHOMA r.ITY PRIO~ITY 

FBI SAN ANTONIO P?IO?ITY 

FBI ST. LOUIS PRIORITY 

BT 

UNCLAS 

MUD. I{! N 

FXT~NSIVF INV~ST!GATION HAS ALRFADY 9~~N CONDUCTFD TO 
D 

'°?FSOLVr Trff ALLi;-GATION BY BURGFSS MIDIF 'HLSO~J'THAT HF 

ASSASSINATr.o MARTIN LPTHFP KING, JR., AND T0 Df"Ji;"f~MINF" 
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l•1 ILSON'S wHi.:RFABOU,TS ON APRIL 4, 1968, THF_DAY !<ING WAS 

ASSASSINATFJJ, IN ADDITION, IF' NOT ALRFADY DONE, THF 

rOLLOl•rING OfF'!Ci:"S SHOULD CONDUCT THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL 

INVFST IS AT ION: 

SMJ ANTON IO: 

WILSON ALL!:"Gr.:'!'l O~J AN UNSPECIFIE'D DATE MITCH CLNU) 

F"UR NISH8J HIM A JAPAN~SF SNIPER RIF"LF. WHICH HF ALLr'GEDL Y 

USED TO SHOOT ~ING, DFRRA JONFS, DAUGBTrP, ADVISED HE VAS 

APPFST;:--D .ABOUT FOUR ANO ONi:- HALF YFARS Mm AT BROWNSVILLF, 

TFXA S, '-lHILF I NTOX IC,C\TFD A F'TFR HAVING MADF:' T HRFATS TO !{!LL 

HIS 1vIF1='", AND THF POLICF FOUND A RIFLF IN HIS C.AR, 

SMJ·_ANTONIO AT BROVNSVILLF., OBTAIN DFTAILS OF THIS ARPEST, 

AND OBT.AIN MJY DFSCRIPTION OF' RIF'LF" RFPORTEDLY LOCATJm·r,y 

POLI CF • 

.. JACKSON: 

APPARFNTLY REFF?RING TO A SKFTCH OF KING'S KILL~R, 

WILSON TOLD THF GLt\DDFNS (WORKING ASSOCL4TFS IN OCFAN SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI) THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN ~XACT LIKFN~SS OF HIM AND 

BFr.AUSF' IT 1,1AS Rr."CFNTLY SHQl,rN OM TV, Hl: DF.CIDF.D TO TURN HIM­

SFt. FIN. tnLSON SAID HF HAS A SIST!,R IN FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, 
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YHO TF"LrPHONro HIM IN OCEAN SPRINGS TO SAY THAT THE s~~TCH 

U10KF.D ,JUST L!Kf HIM. 

JAC'<SON, IN YOUR ATTE'MPT TO LOCAT~ CHRISTINF 1_.1ILSON, 

SISTt:R, At FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, IF NOT ,l\LRF.~DY DONF, ALSO 

INT~RVIEW HPR P~ ALLFGFD CALL Rf SKFTCH ~~SCRIBFD AOOVF. 

MF'MPHIS: 

\.rILSON .4DVISf."'.D THf TVO 1.,,HITF ~1JALfiS IN MFMPHIS TOOV, HIM TO 

A HOTFL O'.'J SOUTH MAIN STRf.'t;'T NFA? BP.AU;- STRFFT AND TOOK HIM 

T() ,6. ROOM ON THF THIRD F'U'lOR. MFMPHIS ADVISE PROXIMITY QF 

THIS Al)l)Rt'.SS TO ACTUAL '(ING .~SSASSINATION LfJCATION. 

OPAL HOOT~N, MOTHER OF BFTTY LOU WAD~, WAS UNADLF TO 

FUR~1ISH SPF"CIFIC DAT~S OF VISITS OF BETTY .AND DEBRA, HO~•'FVF'R, 

t·10ULD CHf.:CK FAMILY MfDICAL RFCORDS. DFBRA ALSO STATF:D PHILF 

HF!'.? f10THJ:'R BFTTY AND HFR WF'fff IN MFMPHIS VISITING HOOTfr-iS 

AT TIMf:' KI NG 1:rAS ASSASSI NATFD, B~TTY CALLED 1 . .HLSON IN KANSAS 

CITY AT L~AST Two-TIMFS. 

MFMPHIS FOLLOW STATUS OF HOOTFN LOCATING FAMILY MFDICAL 

RFCOPDS, A Nn DFTFRMI NF WHFTHF:R SHY:- HAS A NY TF:L FPHO NF RfCQPDS, 

CP IF' SAMF ARt". AV1HLABLF AT TELFPHOMF COMPANY, SHOl1.rING 1~tlJY 

CALLS TO KAt~SAS CITY, OR GRA.NDVIEH ARF.A, OURING PFRIOD OF 
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APR Il., 1968. 

ALL RECIPIENT OFFICtS: 

• 
SUTJ:'L SUMMARY RESULTS OF ANY INVFSTIGATION STILL 

OUTSTANDING, AND PROMPTLY SURMIT RF:PORTS RFPORTING ALL 

INVFSTIGATION CONDUCTED RF WILSDWS ALLPGATION, DFSIGNATING 

4 COPIES TO BURFAU, AND 3 TO MEMPHIS, ~ITH COPY DESIGNATFD 

FOR USA MF.MPHIS. 

'3T 

0083 

NNNN 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

BIRMINGHAM MEMPHIS 8/29/78 8/19/78 

TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY 

JAMES EARL RAY, aka SA THOMAS MAC GIBBS 
Eric Starvo Galt; CHARACTER OF CASE 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM (DECEASED) 

REFERENCE: 

CON VIC. 
PRETRIAL 
DIVERSION 

CR - CONSPIRACY 

Memphis teletype, 8/19/78. 

Bureau teletype, 8/22/78. 

-RUC-

A'CCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 0 NONE 

FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES 

V'\ ~ 

ACQUIT- CASE HAS BEEN: 

TALS 
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR 

PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS 

TYPED BY 

bkc 

OvEs ONO 

□YES LJNO 

f~ SPECIAL AGENT 
DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW APPROVED IN CHARGE 

COPIES MADE: -- (iftl) 
~~ //~ J~cf'7 

4 - Bureau (44-38861) 
~, 

d 3 - Memphis 
(1 - USA, Memphis) 

<i/z/,tr:Jngham 
\ 

/l (44-1740) 

JJr /J/J_ 1/'(\ -. -
-· 

VI ) 

Oi ssemlnotion Record of Attached Report Notations 
' 

Agency . . 
Request Recd. 

' 
Date J:'wd. 

How Fwd. 

By 

e43-l&-83t89-I Gl'O 
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-511,\ • -
Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 - u. s. Attorney, Memphis, Tennessee 

SA THOMAS MAC GIBBS 
8/29/78 

Office: BIRMINGHAM 

Field Office File #: 44-1740 Bureau File#: 44-38861 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

DETAILS: 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR .. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM (DECEASED) 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, aka Al Wilson, P. 0. Box 23, 
Reform, Ala., advised that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON is 
his brother and to his knowledge, his brother has 
been a confirmed liar and alcoholic for the past 20 
years. Mr. WILSON stated that his brother on numerous 
occasions has admitted to crimes that he has not cornmi1t.ed 
when he has been on an extended drunk. Mr. WILSON stated 
that his brother admits these crimes in order to get 
locked up so he will be able to sober up. Mr. WILSON 
stated his brother has told him several untruths knowing 
that he knew that he was lying at the time. Mr. WILSON 
stated that he and other members of his family have 
learned to "turn his brother off" when he starts telling 
known untruths. 

-RUC-

Thi■ document cootain■ oeithtt recommendation, nor conclu1ion1 of the FBI. It i■ the pc-operty of the FBI aod i■ loaned to your aa;ency; it and it■ content■ 
are Dot to be di■tributed out■ide your a11eocy. 

-tf U. S.GP0:1975-0-:175-841 
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FD-302 (REV. I 1-27-'.'0) ti) 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote of tronscriplion ___ B_/_2_8_/_7_8 __ 

Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, also known as Al Wilson, 
P. o. Box 23 (Highway 17 South), Reform, Alabama, after 
having been advised of the identity of the interviewing 
Agent and the nature of the inquiry, volunteered the 
following information: 

Mr. WILSON stated that his only brother, BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON, has, for the past 20 years, been a confirmed 
liar and alcoholic. Mr. WILSON stated his brother has 
been unable to adjust to normal society after his discharge 
from the U.S. Air Force, after spending 14 years therein. 
Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, for two years, upon 
being discharged from the Air Force, became an ordained 
minister. He practiced this profession for approximately 
two years and thereafter engaged in various occupations, 
including running a jewelry store in Grandview, Missouri 
and was so employed on April 4, 1968. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother was married to BETTY WADE at this time. He 
stated Mrs. WADE lives with her husband, W. K. WADE, at 
233 Smith Street, Burleson, Texas. Mr. WILSON stated 

_ his brother's son, STEVE WILSON, resides at 117 Livingston, 
Ft. Worth, Texas, and his daughter, Mrs. CHARLES (DEBBIE) 
JONES, resides at 2628 Newburg Road, Trailer 106, 
Belvidere, Illinois. Each of these three individuals 
would most likely have knowledge of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON's 
exact location on April 4, 1968. 

Mr. WILSON stated that as an example of his 
brother's propensity to tell untruths, this past week, 
his brother called his sister, LYDIA McGAHA, in Columbus, 
Mississippi. He told her that he (ALLISON T. WILSON) had 
had a severe heart attack and was about to die. Mr. WILSON 
stated his sister called him and was very upset. He told 

8/19/78 Reform, Alabama Interviewed on __________ at _______________ File # ________ _ BH 44-1740 

SA THOMAS MAC GIBBS:bkc 8/23/78 by ________________________ Dote dictated ___________ _ 
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her he had not had a heart attack, and she should have 
known better than to pay any attention to information 
furnished by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother had, on one occasion, confessed to a crime 
he dj_d not commit in New Brownsville, Texas. Mr. WILSON 
stated he could not recall the date and crime charged 
against his brother; however, he knows he was in jail •. 

Mr. WILSON stated his brother tells everyone 
he is _a retired colonel from the military and is a Vietnam 
veteran. Mr. WILSON further stated_ the family had recently 
sold their father's house and divided the proceeds. BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON received a check for $2,075 and ALLISON T. WILSON 
feels that his brother, at the present time, is on an 
extended "toot". 

Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, until 
approximately one year ago, was operating a jewelry store 
in Mississippi. He closed this store, and no one heard 
from him for approximately three or four weeks. Mr. WILSON 
stated that this is the general pattern of his brother's 
actions over the past 20 years. When things are not going 
well, he just walks off, leaves them and goes on an extended 
drunk. He recalls that on one occasion, he received a 
telephone call from his brother who told him he had just 
been elected mayor of Grandview, Missouri. Mr. WILSON 
stated his brother is quite persuasive in these matters. 
He recalls on this occasion, he had his wife, BETTY, 
come on the telephone to confirm the fact that he had been 
elected mayor of Grandview. Mr. WILSON stated his brother, 
in his opinion, is not capable of cor.unitting a crime of 
violence. He recalled that when they were in school, 
his brother would get into an argument with one of their 
friends. His brother would then come to him and tell him 
that this individual had made uncomplementary remarks 
concerning him in order for him, ALLISON T. WILSON, to 
engage in a fist fight. By doing this, his brother 
would accomplish his purpose without having to engage 
the individual in any physical contact. 

•. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcrlptlan, ___ 8.;..o/ ........... 28,._/..;.7...;;8 __ 

Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, also known as Al Wilson, 
P.O. Box 23 (Highway 17 South), Reform, Alabama, after 
having been advised of the identity of the interviewing 
Agent and the nature of the inquiry, volunteered the 
following information: 

Mr. WILSON stated that his only brother, BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON, has, for the past 20 years, been a confirmed 
liar and alcoholic. Mr. WILSON stated his brother has 
been unable to adjust to normal society after his discharge 
from the u. S. Air Force, after spending 14 years therein. 
Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, for two years, upon 
being discharged from the Air Force, became an ordained 
minister. He practiced this profession for approximately 
two years and thereafter engaged in various occupations, 
including running a jewelry store in Grandview, Missouri 
and was so employed on April 4, 1968. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother was married to BETTY WADE at this time. He 
stated Mrs. WADE lives with her husband, W. K. WADE, at 
233 Smith Street, Burleson, Texas. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother's son, STEVE WILSON, resides at 117 Livingston, 
Ft. Worth, Texas, and his daughter, Mrs. CHARLES (DEBBIE) 
JONES, resides at 2628 Newburg Road, Trailer 106, 
Belvidere, Illinois. Each of these three individuals 
would m~st likely have knowledge of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON's 
exact location on April 4, 1968. 

Mr. WILSON stated that as an example of his 
brother's propensity to tell untruths, this past week, 
his brother called his sister, LYDIA McGAHA, in Columbus, 
Mississippi. He told her that he (ALLISON T. WILSON) had 
had a severe heart attack and was about to die. Mr. WILSON 
stated his sister called him and was very upset. He told 
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her he.had not had a heart attack, and she.should have 
known better than to pay any attention to information 
furnished by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother had~ on one occasion, confessed to a crime 
he did not commit in New Brownsville, Texas. Mr. WILSON 
stated he could not recall the date and crime charged 
against his. brother; however, he knows he was in jail. 

~r. WILSON stated. his brother tells everyone 
he is a retired colonel from the military and is.a Vietnam 
veteran. Mr. WILSON further stated the family had recently 
sold their father's house and divided the proceeds. BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON received a check for $2,075 and ALLISON T. WILSON 
feels that his brother, at the present time, is on an 
extended "toot". 

:- Mr. WILSON stated.th.at his brother, until 
approximately one year ago, was op~rating a jewelry store 
in Mississippi. He closed this store, and no one heard 
from him for approximately three or four weeks. Mr. WILSON 
stated that this is the general pattern of his brother's 
actions over the past 20 years. W • ·i~Ritlgs are not going 
well, he just walks off, leaves th :~~ .:J#pes on an extended · 
drunk. He re.calls that on one occa rl;.;?J:~ received a . 
telephone call from his brother who told :li±m he had just 
been elected mayor of Grandview, Missouri. Mr. WILSON 
stated his brother is quite persuasive in these matters; 
He recalls on this occasion, he had his wife, BETTY, 
come on the telephone to confirm the fact that he had been 
elected mayor of Grandview. Mr. WILSON stated his brother, 
in his opinion, is not capable of committing a crime of 
violence. He recalled that when they were in school, 
his brother would get into an argument with one of their 
friends. His brother would then come to him and tell him 
that this individual had made uncomplementary remarks 
c·oncerning him in order for him, ALLISON T . WILSON, to 
engage in a fist fight. By doing this, his brother 
would accomplish his purpose without having to engage 
the individual in any physical contact. 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcriptian ___ 8_,_/_2_8_,_/_7_8 __ 

Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, also known as Al Wilson, 
P. o. Box 23 (Highway 17 South), Reform, Alabama, after 
having been advised of the identity of the interviewing 
Agent and the nature of the inquiry, volunteered the 
following information: 

Mr. WILSON stated that his only brother, BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON, has, for the past 20 years, been a confirmed 
liar and alcoholic. Mr. WILSON stated his brother has 
been unable to adjust to ·normal society after his discharge 
from the u. s. Air Force, after spending 14 years therein. 
Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, for two years, upon 
being discharged from the Air Force, became an ordained 
minister. He practiced this profession for approximately 
two years and thereafter engaged in various occupations, 
including running a jewelry store in Grandview, Missouri 
and was so employed on April 4, 1968. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother was married to BETTY WADE at this time. He 
stated Mrs. WADE lives with her husband, w. K. WADE, at 
233 Smith Street, Burleson, Texas. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother's son, STEVE WILSON, resides at 117 Livingston, 
Ft. Worth, Texas, and his daughter, Mrs. CHARLES (DEBBIE) 
JONES, resides at 2628 Newburg Road, Trailer 106, 
Belvidere, Illinois. Each of these three individuals 
would most likely have knowledge of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON's 
exact location on April 4, 1968. 

Mr. WILSON stated that as an example of his 
brother's propensity to tell untruths, this past week, 
his brother called his sister, LYDIA McGABA, in Columbus, 
Mississippi. He told her that he (ALLISON T. WILSON) had 
had a severe heart attack and was about to die. Mr. WILSON 
stated his sister called him and was very upset. He told 
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her he had not had a heart attack, and she should have 
known better than to pay any attention to information 
furnished by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. Mr. WILSON stated 
his brother had, on one occasion, confessed to a crime 
he did not commit in New Brownsvi11e, Texas. Mr. WILSON 
stated he could not recall the date and crime charged 
against his brother; however, he knows he was in jail. 

Mr. WILSON stated his brother tells everyone 
he is a retired colonel from the military and is a Vietnam 
veteran. Mr. WILSON further stated the family had recently 
sold their father's house and divided the proceeds. BURGESS 
AUDIE WILSON received a check for $2,075 and ALLISON T. WILSON 
feels that his brother; at the present time, is ori an 
extended "toot". 

Mr. WILSON s·tated that his brother, until 
approximately one year ago, was operating a jewelry store 
in Mississippi. He closed this store, and no one·heard 
from him for.approximately three or four weeks. Mr. WILSON 
stated that this is the general pattern of his brother's 
actions over the past 20 years. When things are not going 
well, he just walks off, leaves. them and goes on an extended 
drunk. He recalls that on one occasion, he received a 
telephone call from his brother who told him he had just 
been elected mayor of Grandview, Missouri. Mr. WILSON 
stated his brother is quite persuasiv~ in these matters. 
He recalls on this occasion, he had his wife, BETTY, 
come on the telephone to confirm the fact that he had been 
elected mayor of Grandview. Mr. WILSON stated his brother, 
in his opinion, is not capable of committing a crime of 
violence. He recalled that when they were in school, 
his brother would get into an argument with one of their 
friends. His brother would then come to him and tell him 
that this individual had made uncomplementary remarks 
concerning him in order for him, ALLISON T. WILSON, to 
engage in a fist fight. By doing this, his brother 
would accomplish his purpose without having to engage 
the individual in any physical contact. 
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RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 

Ora I ly ?, .,___,,,£.....,,___--+--~ By Te I epho n e ______ _ Written Communication ______ _ 
date date 

Informatio ning: 

Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page 

7/ 
Information furnished was obtained: 

~ing course of Bureau investigation 

D from informants 

D from complainants or other sources 

Remarks: 
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0-9 (Rev. 7-27-76) ... 

TRANSMIT VIA: AIRTEL 

PRECEDENCE: 

CLASS IF IC A TION: 

To: 

From: 

MURKIN 

SACs, ¼§ingh~( 44-17 40) 
~go (44-1114) 
Dallas (44-2649) 
Houston (44-1509) 
Jackson (62-544) 
Kansas City (44-760) 
Memphis (44-1987 sub M) 
Oklahoma City (44-686) 
Pittsburgh (44~1572) 
San Antonio (44-1242) 
St. Louis (44-775) 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

DATE: 10/2/78 

Copies of all reports from r pient offices 
have been received and have been forwar"ed to the 
Department. 

Based on the extensive investigation conducted 
re this Burgess Audie Wilson allegation including the 
fact investigation determined he.did not have access to 
airplane in.April of 1968, nor to a vehicle in Missouri 
as he claimed, the Department requested no further 
investigation re the Wilson allegation. 

Promptly report any additional information to 
FBIHQ volunteered re the Wilson allegation; however, 
conduct no active investigation unl~ss instructed by 
FBIHQ as directed by the Department. 

(Do not type below this line.) 

----~ 
CJ 
0::: 
s:i:: 
~ 

~ 

~ 
0 
~ 
0 
>, 
ri] 
.CXl 

"' Q, 
.Q 

0 
~ 

the 0 e 

FBI/DOJ 
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FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77) • •• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

-'; ? le e, 

. FBI Not "Guilty?'' ----:\ 
1 I 

The House assassinations committee has come up with a yes-but 
verdict on the Federal Bureau of Investigation regarding accusa­
tions made against the agency in the murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King. The committee says the FBI had no direct part in the slaying. 

But the verdict has been softened somewhat to mollify those in 
the black community who have unequivocally accused the FBI of 
having a part in the assassination. 

·· ·Now the committee wants to know the answers to three other 
questions: 

e Did the FBI's effort to discredit King result in his being in 
· Memphis at the time he was assassinated? 

· O Did the FBI, through other black activists, foment the vio­
lence which made a second King appearance there necessary? 

@ Did the FBI have foreknowicdge of the assassination on which 
, . it did not act? 

"1t is obvious that if the answer to any one of these questions is 
found to be yes, then the FBI is guilty, guilty of something - bad 
judgment, imperfect perception, etc.-but guilty. 

· · But Americans, if they had any doubts, can now put them to 
rest. No, the FBI did not have a contract on Dr. King, did not pay 
activists to disrupt the King-led demonstrations, did not lure him 
back to Memphis so that he could be murdered and did not, at the 
time, know who did. · · · ,., , 0 _. 

~ .... · ___ ,4-! ____ ··-- ·- - ;:...:., ~:·.:.~~-----'------

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
Editorial Page 
The Birmingham News 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Date: 11-24- 78 
Edition: 

Title: MURK.IN 

Character: 

or BH 44-1740 
Classification: 

Submitting Office: BH 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

El Teletype 
D Facsimile 

□-------

• 
PRECEDENCE: 

D Immed.iate 
U Priority 
D Routine 

FBI • 
CLASSIFICATION: 

D TOP SECRET 

D SECRET 

D CONFIDENTIAL 

D UNCLAS E F T 0 

IX] UNCLAS 

Date 3/14/80 
-----------------------------------------------------
FM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) (PRIORITY) 

BT 

UNCLAS 

MURKIN 

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL, MAY 31, 1977. 

ON MARCH 13, 1980, DEPUTY REID SMITH, SHELBY COUNTY 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE, COLUMBIANA, ALABAMA, ADVISED THAT MORRIS 

O. DAVIS (FORMER BIRMINGHAM 1079-PCI) WAS ARRESTED ON MARCH 

12, 1980, FOR DRUG POSSESSION AND IS INCARCERATED IN THE 

SHELBY COUNTY JAIL. 

AT THE TIME OF HIS ARREST DAVIS HAD IN HIS POSSESSION 

HUNDREDS OF PAGES OF HANDWRITTEN NOTES DISCUSSING THE FBI, 

CIA, DEA, THE KING ASSASSINATION AND OTHER MATTERS. MUCH 

OF THE INFORMATION IS CRITICAL OF FEDERAL AGENCIES AND 

DISCUSSES DAVIS' THEORY CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

/i-::1- BH 

~B-~d~/ 
( 1) 1/V't' 

Transmitted 

FBI/DOJ 
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,. 
FBI 

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immed.iate 

D Priority 

CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

D SECRET 

D Teletype 

D Facsimile 

□------- □ Routine D CONFIDENTIAL 

D UNCLAS E F T 0 

D UNCLAS 

Date ----------, 
------------------------------------------ ---
PAGE TWO BH 44-1740 UNCLAS 

DAVIS' THEORY HAS BEEN FURNISHED PREVIOUSLY TO 

FBIHQ, THE LAST BEING BIRMINGHAM AIRTEL AND LHM DATED 

DECEMBER 15, 1976, ENTITLED, "ASSASSINATION OF 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; CIVIL RIGHTS". ALSO, DAVIS 

WAS INTERVIEWED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE HOUSE ASSASSINATION 

COMMITTEE DURING 1977. 

BIRMINGHAM IS TAKING NO FURTHER ACTION REGARDING THIS 

MATTER AND THE ABOVE IS FURNISHED FOR INFORMATION IN THE 

EVENT PRESS INQUIRIES ARE RECEIVED CONCERNING THE DOCUMENTS 

WHICH APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY DAVIS. 

BT 

Approved: _______ _ Transmitted _________ _ Per _____ _ 
(Number) (Time) 

FBI/DOJ 
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• 
Memorandum • 
To DIRECTOR, FBI Date July 23, 19 82 

From SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) 

Subject : JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY 
00: MEMPHIS 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of a letterhead memorandum containing 
investigation by the Birmingham Office. Enclosed for 
the information Of the Atlanta, Memphis, Mobile and 
WFO Offices are two copies of an LHM containing results 
of investigation by the Birmingham Office. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

I ,- .ft I I 

The Birmingham Office is not 1.nterv1.ew1.ng 
PAUL BERNARD MARLER in connection with this matter 
due to his mental incompetency and he is an alcoholic. 

2-Bureau (44-38861) 
2-Atlanta (44-2386) 
2-Memphis (44-1987) 
2-Mobile (157-2627) 
2-WFO (Enc. 2) 

0)-Birmingham 

~iWtt~6' 

(Enc. 4) 
(Enc. 2) 
(Enc. 2) 
(Enc. 2) 

'I ' ., , 1· · "°"' l .. .i - _/ / ..,. /'., 
' ' ---- ,,.,.., 
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