LIGATIGN=>listed his
and his birth date as July
as single. The FBI in Wash

wanted man ¥

stuaent

‘“He ms‘ didn’t show any Lhn" but a crooked smile
an instructor, Kathy
Nolan,
Another instructor, -Andreas Jorgensen, 46, also
lked with newsmen.

ARVIDSON ; man who si”rec‘x
i “50 or 60”’ less
period u.dmg in mid-F

taurant-
Arvidson, who
A“.uu\).., wio

Mexican-
But Arvidson,
id Galt’s ¢
double

accent,

NTARYTYTAT Y
ARTENDING

ud n‘na mn hAo class, 1
because he

n the

“c‘qool, Gal‘t listed three
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J NOT THE MAN I'SAW, 54Y5 CHARLES Q. STEVENS, RIGHT
» « « Talks to Bill Harrington, Memphis mowspaper artist who drew original composite

"RECOGNIZED BY DANCE INSTRUCTORS
+ » « Kathy Norton and Bcd-irvidson of Long Beach, Calif.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- SAYS GALT WAS BEST STUD ENT IN BARTENDING CLASS
.+ . Director Tomas Rey6s Lau described him as “very intelligent” :
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BY GEORGE METZ R
News staff writer

“ric Starvo Galt pmchasel
wo rifles from a Bnmmgham
sporting goods . store.

The first, a .243 Reming-
ton, he returned the following
day, March 30, and — deliber-
ately or through.a slip of the
lip — set the stage for the
federal conspiracy warrant
filed against him Wednesday '
by the Federal Bureau of
investigation in the slaying of
Dr. Martin Luther King.

Galt reportedly wanted fo
exchange the .243 Reming-
ton for a 30-06, remarking to
ithe store clerk that he and
“his  brother” had decided
that the heavier .243
Remington cartridge load

was not what they wanted — .
Am, the huntmv they had im

\;".,_d'ld

"dThe spoztinff goods - ‘stoz
" management refused to-co

. firm or deny the reported vifle’
exchange or, for that matte”f
comment on any aspect of 11 &

alieged sale

HOWEVER, THIS Birx
ham News reporter was toil
two days before the FBI':
federal conspiracy warras:
was filed here Wednesdey
that Galt first purchased 2
.243 Remington, then ei-
changed it the following day
after he and “his brother”

decided the 30-06 better suited

their hunting purposes.

Ard, in issuing its warrar?,
ule I'BI charged at least iva
persons conspired in the Xiuj
assassination, Galt and “z3
individual whom he‘aNegea |
be his brother . . .” K¢
description_or. other inform;-i

’ B - . v
¢ tion+was given icgarding the

¥ g
;"bxcum nor was anything
!

lexc...ed regarding the alleg-
\ed ‘conspiracy beyond  this
reference. :
Galt also requested, Thé,
\Wevs was dold,_that the 30-08
"Rémington, later found
avandoned outside the Memt
phis rooming Thouse from
which Dr. King was believed
shot, be mounted with =z
Redtield telescopic sight and
‘“zeroed in.” It was not said-
whether this was done by the
Birmingham firm.

HOWEVER, MENTION of a
“brother’” in the FBI's later
announcement gave credence
to the information concerning
the alleged rifle exchange,
Galt’s purported remark and
other information supplied by
The News’ source.

This included information
that a beer can found in the
$8.30-a-week room rented by
“John Willard,” one of two
aliases listed by the FBI for
Galt, bore a Mississippi tax
stamp; a shaving article had
bheen traced to a chain store
outliet in Columbia, Mo.; and
a pair of pliers to California.

FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover’s announcement
Wednesday said Galt’s travels .
in a 1966 white Mustang, |
purchased hy Galt here and 1’
fourd abandoned in an |
Atlanta public housing park- [
ing Jou following King’s slay- |
ing, included visits to Los’
Angeles and  Long Beach, !
Calif. No mention was made }
of Missouri or Mississippi, |
however, ===
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The FBRITarso nas not dis-
counted the possibility, it was
stated, that a forcign power,
pessibly Cuba, might have
been involved in the King
assassination. The abandoned
Mustang bore Mexican visa
stickers and Galt's travel itin-
erary given by Hoover also
mentioned a visit to Mexico.

WHATEVER THE basis of
the alleged conspiracy to slay
King, police and law enforcp-
went officers generally agrie
4Eric Starvo Galt” was |a
wver, established by the my-
sterious murder suspect for a
.purpose. And beyond this cov-
er, Galt’s true identity appar-
ently has not bheen establish-
ed.

But his mention of a ‘‘broth-

er’” being involved in the
reported rifle exchange deci-
sion, established grounds for
“‘conspiracy”’ needed for the
federal warrant and brought
the Galt‘ identity into the

S Ty

open.
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ATLANTA,Ga.m

An Atlanta taxi driver says
- I'BI sketeh matches a rude
on.who rode with him two

%s in Northeast Atanta’s
" section a night after
Mavtin Luther XKing Jr.

Sare e oot
Wus S1ain.

e said the man ne identi-
Sod to an FBI agent in a
sketch  Tuesday was in a
Jhurry and rushed from Eis
1axd, flinging the {are onto Uf
5ucxt

e driver, who asked ﬂ‘.i;t
his name not be used, sad
I'BI agents have been check-
ine taxi trip sheeis since a
white Mustang, matching the
description of a car scen
leaving ~ the assassination
scene in Memphis, ‘was found

ndoned ~in Atlanta last

WK,

‘e FBI continued its “ne
sent” policy. Atlanta po-
iice sald they had received no

information on the report.

In Birmingham Monday, the
landlord of a hoarding house
said he was sure the descrip-
on of Erie Starvo Galt fit
.L‘.;«\ of a man sought by the
1. vThat’s him, I'm sure,”

Peter Cherpes, 72, refer-
{0 the drawings. §

17
axi duiver sai 44

She Aflania I

: hame Galt was not men-
ioved to him by the IFBI
zgent, He sald the agent
N unﬂmcd him first about a
(0 he had carried from a

2telub near Peachiree and

Streets, but the driver
.d he knew the patron “and
L wds not Ihe same man.’

v -

- without a ie,

then
which

e agent

e gketch

io0 he a type of
pholowla')n and

the c..1v01 xecogmze him as
a fare he had picked up
beiween 10 p.m. and midnight
Friday, April 5, about four

blocks away at Peachiree and

141‘1 Slv‘écts"ﬁl “front of a
“hippie” cofice house. He said
iic man appeared o be in a

told me to make a
Qnd

criver said, ©I went about two

s, and he wld me he
wanied to get out, “Wihen I
stonped, ne opened the door,
and I turned arvound to make
sure I got my fere. 1 got a
cood look at him. I put my
hand out, but he threw the
money on the seat, and it fell
on the floor,” the driver said.
“That made me mad. That’s
the main reason I remember
him so well.”

He said the man left the
taxi and started away. “I
don’t know where he went,”
the driver said. =1 drove off.”

The driver described the
man as about 5 feet 11 and 28
to 0 years old with dark
bio “He was very

w 'es ed,” he said, add-
ing that the man wore a sport
cozl with a lighi-colored shirt

acne. It looked
scars on his face
les.” i

like

from joIoee
The driver said he had seen\

several skéies.” “News re-

turn, and he'd let -
10w when to stop,” the .

“He looked as if

w52 o
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yoner've seen,”’
. “The IBI has.”
However, he then looked at
a skelch drawn by an artist in
Mexican police headquarters
after authorities in that coun-
wy were drawn into the probe
and said it contained some
features of the FBI picture-
“mainly around the eyes.”
“The picture they have,” he
said of the FBI, *‘that’s th
man who =va: My cab.”j

S T
g saalil

Lalivialv
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! BY JANEAN MANN g
! Eric Stavro Galt, even if he
is arrested, may never go to

trial on the charges outlined

in a federal warrant issued in

Birmingham Wednesday:
If past civil rights murders

. acquitted on

1ot charged with the fedexal
offense until they had be:an
state murder
charges or because no state
charges were pressed.
Alabama juries acquitted
‘two Alabama men of murder

are any indication, the U, S.; in the 1965 night-rider slaying

will not press its case, charg-

ing Galt with violating the-
Martin Luther King's’

Rev.
jeivil rights, unless problems
o

“nsc concerning the - state
murder charge flICd in Mcm-
phis.

The federal warrant on
which Galt is being sought
| charges him “and an individu-
al whom he alleged to be his
brother” with conspiring to
injure King “in the free exer-
cise and enjoyment . . .” of
i his rights as secured by the
. S. Constitution. It does not
charge murder,

R
'Conv1ct10n of this cxmie
carries a maximum of ;|
i vears imprisonment . and/or a
fine of not more than $5000.

There is no federal law
against murder.

i Conviction of first degree
murder, with which Galt is
charged in Tennessce, gan
¢arry a death sentence.

'“Hn two previous rights vi la-
tinn cases, the persons wgre

death of civil rights worker
Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. They were
Izrter convicted on the sanie

fcIdelal chaxﬂe on whxch Gat
is’ being sought.

In Mississippi, no state mur-
der charges were ever
brought against a dozen men
believed responsible for -the
1964 deaths of three young
civil rights workers. Again,
they were tried under the
federal rights violation law.
Sbven were convicted. 3

If Galt is apprehended he

will plobably be transferred
to Memphis, although no fod-
eral warrant charging flight
to avoid prosecution for mur-
der has been issued.

Birmingham FBI Special-
Agent-in-Charge Joseph Gam-
ble said such a warrant had
nbt been issued because thire
i{ no need for one. K

“We have a warrant of qur
own,” he said of the riglits

(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

violation' warrant issued 4ni
Birminghiam Wednesday.
Galt cannot be charged with
violating | tl
rights lalv passed this year
because it did not go into

_effect until after the death of

Km“

could bllmg a life sentence in
the event of the death of a
person 1lnv01ved in civil nghts
actmty - =
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.3 '-an X
-Ju—\d

@@z"

“he seaxch for the \vhe)de-'

abouts and true identity of-
“Fric Starvo Galt apparently

2 little progress Thursday
a. ..e FBI went back to ‘no
con.ment” concerning details
oi the case,

sa.d they have entered the
" case, are checking out several
Cieads, and will turn over to
- i3] whatever information
© they find.
Bul litile more was known

publicly about the accused |

assussin of the Rev, Martin
i iher King in

{m'ncd up on anyone who mgay
have conspired with Galt.
The official complaint filed
.zainst Galt by FBI Special-
Agent-in-Charge Joseph Gam-
e of

whom
brotiher”
wmcy against King ‘‘on or

about March 29 at ermmg-

ham .. 7

It was on March 29 that a
person identified as Galt pur-
chascd a rifle from Aeroma-

i vice Supply Co. near Munici-
‘r*al Alrport here, i
B The manager of Aerolna-
Lrinc, Robert E, Wood, Th ars-
cay said he had been asiced '
17,'," the F'BI to discuss the case
with no one. It has been
z..svgex"taixmed however, that the
“ooowas sold by Wood's son,
uanert E, Wood Jr. o
One new development injthe
Jase came in Memphis where
“t was learned that Galt Nad

. in August,
Memphts 1y

. onn., «nd nothing has bejl‘n '

Birmingham charges:
that Galt “and an individ ual;
he alleged to be h:s]

entered into the con-!

u- @a,; %

reg istered in the Rebel Mot=1
theL night of April.3, the mﬂlxt
before King was killed.

The night desk clerk at the

motel said he saw a white

Mustang with Mexican tourist
¢ stickers and an Alabama li-

. . . : cense plate parked near the |
sirmingham cily detectives @ P p

room where Galt was regis-
tered. He said he did not see
Galt, but the lights stayed on
in the room all night.

The Mustang was apparent-

" ly the same one purchased by

Galt from the manager of a
Birmingham lumber company
and driven some
9,000 miles beiween Augugt
and the time it was found
dbandoned in Atlanta nearﬁy
tvo weeks ago. !
A Mustang bearing that
description was seen leaving
the scene shortly after .the
King killing.

! Tenn,.,

"ed Galt,

—— \
\

@J;

Stalle

formally ¢harged with first
degree murder in Memphis,
Wednesday  night,
shortly after a federal war-
rant charging him with con-
spiracy to ‘‘injure, oppress,
threaten or intimidate” King
was issued in Birmingham.

/ham briefly last year, wa&\

The federal warrant charg-
‘ who has used the
names John Willard and Har-
vey Lowmyer, conspired with
a person alleged to be his
brother.
The brother apparently en-
tered the picture when the
rifle was purchased March 29.

There had been no official
mentior} of a_ conspirator or
brother| prior to issuance ‘of
the fedaral warrant, and not'n-
ing has” been learned of hle
since.

A report by United Press ‘

International indicated the
FBI had been in communica-
tion with an alleged conspira-
tor in the assassination.

The FBI in Birmingham

“ would not comment on the

report, and a spokesman in
Washington said, “The FBI
has no one
connection with Dr.
slaying.”

PI quoted T'BI sources as
irdicating information fr¢m
i an alleged conspxratm had led
afents to Galt.
. Galt who lived in ermmg-/

King’s

in custody in .
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Prisoner Says Ray Vowed He
Collect Bounty On King,

~BXRICHARD LEGGI'IT—#% district about the sam

DALTON, Ga. (UPI) — A

prison buddy of James Earl '

Ray said Tuesday that when
Ray heard there was a “mil-
-ion-doliar pounty” on Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., he
smggd and- said “Tll collect
lt LR -

Ray, a 40-year-old fugitive
from the Missouri State Pri-
© son, is accused of conspiracy
in the assassination of King in
Memphis on April 4.

In Atlanta, it was- learned
Tuesday that the FBI had
1nvest1gat§i reports that Ray,
masquerading as Eric Starvo
Galt, met two women in 3
hotel the weekend after

;!:Lxg FBI impounded three
| water glasses from the Briar-
| cliff Hotel the week King was
" buried and showed a desk

clerk pictures: of Galt. The ;:

clerk said he recognized the i

picture as the man who rented |

i ter“ o e
the room the Sunday af ¢, businessmen’s association has

the slaying. B

The next day an attractivef
young brunet atrived at the }
room and the following day:
another young woman, wear-;
ing steel-rimmed glasses .and!

dressed like a hippie, ]omedé
the other two, the clerk sald

2 Cab Drivers i

The FBI has interviewed!
two Atlanta cab drivers WhO'
said.athoys drove a man re-

{news
comsipie—+5aid Ray
“Well,

i time.
In the Dalton Jal] Raymond
Curtis, 40, awaiting appeal on.

a murder sentence, said he

has known Ray in'the Kansas
City jail, in federal prison - at
Leavenworth, Kan., and. in the

! state prison at Jefferson City, -
© Mo.

He . described Ray as like-
able, addicted tp “dope,” a
“loner” and a man concerned
only with money. -

On the day  President

Kennedy was assassinated- i

—Nov. 23, 1963—-Curtis said -
he, Ray, and about 150 other
prisoners were in an exerclse

!

ST

“I dxdn’t thmk much aﬁuf

it.a the time. In prison, you
-hear all sorts of hellacious
ideas,” said Curtis, a tall,
rawboned  man. . T

Authorities in Jefferson Clty k
confirmed . that Curtis and
Ray were in prison ‘at. the 2
same time. Authorities in Dal- #
ton said the FBI had inter-
viewed Curtis on Sunday and
again Monday night. It refus-
ed comment on the matter.

Curtis said Ray told him [
“he always carried a gun. He %
was always interested in mo-
ney,” Curtis said, but ‘never
mentioned racial ‘matters.

“He never made no state-

yard when they heardhmg-——-ments of any kind—%is—s

About a weeklater,- Curtis
said, he and Ray were in the
yard when ““a new man just in.
off the street” told them “the

;' a million dollar bounty out for
', Martin Luther King.”

Ray smiled, Curtis récalled,

& and said ‘‘if there’s a million

¢ ‘dollars out for King, I believe
if T ever get out I'll collect
it

“Curti§ said he never flgured
oul. what the “new -man”
meant by the “busmessmen s
association.” He said he

remarked :
somebody made a
"pretty penny on that.”

KN EW RAY—Raymond-

‘couldn’t  remember wgo tﬂe‘{"eﬂfﬁs (UPI Telephrotdr—

sembling Galt around the hhp.uuu_—

man was.
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ngs said. “He wa§._.

a -loner.”

. Ray couldn’t “make a long
conversatxon unless. he was
planning something,” . said
Curtis. “If he was planning
something, = you’
they’d be - thorough plans.”
Ray, he said, masterminded

things “that would be small

things outside, but were

pretty big jobs in prison
—such as the theft of eggs
| and drugs and cigarets.

He said Ray told Him that if
he ever wanted to kill some-
one,
under a false name, and

ewnyﬂnnea ready for an es-

could bef™

 Askdd about Rays habits,
Curtls said “he talked about

["beer — he liked beer, I knew

that.” He said he never heard
him talk about dancing, but
that he ““did a lot of weight-
lifting”” at Jefferson City.
-In A Poker Game:
v “T never heard “iftf=io

he would buy a gun- b
2 lots of women. None special.

m_m cussing. I justsammm.,,

' get mad once and that was in
a pokér game. He liked to
play poker. His favorite game
was lowball.

“He talked about having

He’d pick ’em up and leave
'’em,” Curtis said.

caponiiia used to talk a Wbk could pick him out of

about escaping to New Zea~
land, Brazil and Argentina,”
Curtis said.

“I wouldn’t consider h1m
dangerous,” Curtis said.
didn’t look for trouble.

a crowd of 2000 men in the
prison yard. He would be off to
himself walking and his mind
would be somewhere else.”
urtis, conv1cted oI shotg

“«Qf ¢ourse, I'm not sayiﬁ'g" wsing 2 man in the Md&rvﬁa

he wouldn’t shoot you if you
ran up on him now.”
First Met Him'

Curtis said he first met Ray

in 1955, when he was'serving

time for bank robbery, and
Ray for forging postal money
orders,
jail. He said they were trans-

ferred to Leavenworth, where .

Ray “glayed a lot of minia-
ture golf.”

viction.

“He was
wouldn, ' say hLe was a
friend, ®Curtis said. “A friend
in a penitentiary is different
than a friend on the street.
But I was "about as close to
him as anybody in Jeff City.”

Curtis said he was hospital-
ized for six weeks with hepati-

in . the Kansas City - ' the secret.

there with a :
20-year bid when I got there. I

. poker game here last. _year, !
i said when he heard of King’ 5.

' death he did not connect it

. with :Ray because. he didn’t’

know Ray had escaped prison,. |
If others were in the plot’;

with Ray, Curtis™ said, Ray
“would go to his- grave w1th
!

“From what he sald I
i would consider he was -an. -

o GXpert with a gun. I never
'heard him talk about a broth:

hey met a again when Curtis rtis
was sent o Jefferson City oﬁ__,u_ﬂu is said.

a 10-year armed robbery con-

H‘...n/

tig=—att™me came to, $e8 NG |
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, it's: the prisoners. Once, XN
guy’s gone they I talk.”
An aide entered the ward-"
en’s office. and interrupted.
“We’ve got 2000 prisoners in
here,” he said, “and none of
them recognized him.”
Swenson said that he had
received permission for four
| persons to visit Ray: two
brothers, Jerry and John, his
mother, Mrs,

X_DQMGLAS E. KNEELA D

(c) 1968 New York Times
_News Service »

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.-
—Prison officials and inmates
at- the state penitentiary here
are still stunned that James .
Earl Ray, an escapee, has -
been accused of conspiring in
" the slaying of the Rev Dr.
Martm Luther ng Jr

“Last Wednesday the Igederal

Buaean..nﬁ..lnvestlgat

;h,a.ng_gd_., that Eric
Galt, deseribed as a '36-year-
old loner, a neat dresser and
"avid dancer, had conspired in
the slaying of Dr. King.
Newspapers with plctures of
Galt circulated behmd the
gray walls of the old peni-
tentiary on the bank of the
Missouri: River, but no indica-
tion of recognition.. passed
along the prison grapevine.

oOnEriday, the FBI S¥IT

Galt was James Earl Rag, N
40-yearoW habitual criminal
who escaped from the peni-
tentiary here April 23, 1967,
after having served -seven
years of a 20-year sentence |
for armed rohbery. _
Warden Harold R. Swenson
.said in an interview Sunday
night that the FBI had not
notified officials here before

his grandmother, -

at the same address, 1913
Hickory-st, St.  Louis. But the :
warden said the file did not |
show whether any of them :
had actually visited Ray. g
Ray was
maker in prison, the warden
said. Aside from two escape
attempfs, one in 1961 and one
in 1966, his file showed only !
two minor disciplinary ve- )

er items, to a friend in fhe :
hospital, and one for refusing ;

record, Swenson explained.

Although it is against his
policy, - Swenson agreed bes
cause of national interest in-
the case, to allow an inter-
view with the prisoner who
had been closest to Ray, A’

Lucille Ryan, ; as

ibn-"h‘a'“d" i Mrs,.%he shook his head vigo-
b ropsly. i
Starsg—-Maty Maher.” All were listed ., , o sir. not

not a trouble :

mpoBts, one for trying to smug-
gle contraband, cigarets and ! ;

to work. A _highly unusual,

“the announcement, Nor, a-he-n-i‘.ﬁﬂdltlon of the interviewyasd.

Pddedy-bas any repre§entatlve :
ot “mency come jo Jeffer- f
son. City to look at Ray's !
record or interview prisoners |
who knew him. '

“1 was floored,” the warden
said. “This. guy’s penny-ante, :
It doésn’t shape up, does it?” |

Noting that the pictures of |
Galt. had meant nothing to the !
| staff and that there had been |
no reaction from the inmates, !
the warden added: _ i
widpatttere’s anyong who'd i

that the inmate would: got,m

fled -~

‘ﬂle pnéoner the work shirt
of=-his-faded green uniform
opened_over a stained white

T$hirt, entered the warden’s "
office hesitantly. The other :

p'soners were wondering, he
lained nervously, why  he

w&s being questioned.

hown a picture of Galt and

ed if that was his friend,

mﬁtsted “I guess I knew him'

i aHbut as well as ‘anybody. He

was here when I came here, in -
1 0. 1 knew him from about
1 2,\ well I associated with'
hign right up to 1966 when: he

1 just don’t »lm'oW"h(fW*?tb
Jlain it,” he said. “He was’
the type of guy_ who took
a ;ong time, well, if you didn’t
kx’)w anybody he knew, well .

S‘The picture with the bow’

nq'on (the FBI photo of Galt)
ndpody thinks it’s him. They
think it's -a different .. guy-
alogether; We think it’s two
dlﬁferent people altogether.

“Now they (the pnsoners)'f
Sa§ they'Te just trying to pin.

it4n him ‘because he escaped
frdm here, They think they’ve -
gdf to lay it on somebody, so

thay re trying to Tlay ‘it on
W a—-&&-—»

LN
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2'I just couldnt beheve L
myse the man did Kill
' thiit man, it had to" be for
;meney. That would be  the
onilest thing. He didn’t’ segm
Iilq;e the 'kind of guy- who

1d kil anybody. He was
th type ‘of guy, jyou didn’t
foql with "him, but he. didn’t
foel with anybody .

%‘He talked -about money all
the time, ‘Trying .to figure a
wdy to make a dollar. Just
httle thmgs Maybe he’d buy

nething’ for a little bit and
seﬂ it for a little bit ‘more. If

a ‘guy owed him a ything, |
he?d bug him all the time.
dign’'t get into fights with
them, but: he’d hound them.”
_ As for politics, the prlsoner
sajd: !

*He just didn’t seem to be

mgerested in it.” -
egroes? )
i‘He didn’t dislike them, He .
't associate with them one
Wi y or the other. Although I
thibk he did talk with them.”"

hysxcally, Ray could fit
some descnptlons given of the .

mm sought in- the slaying of
ng Records show him to be

aaumet 1 irthettat, |

weighing between 160170~

pounds. '
Some questions have beenf
raised about his age, since the;
suspect described by some‘
persons in Memphis was saxd
to be younger than 40. |
I don’t believe he’d look|
40,” his_ prisoner friend said.
“] don’t believe he’d go for|
the 20’s either. T'd say some-.
where right around 30.” e
Swenson agreed. ;
But taking jssue with anoth-!
er description of the mani
called ‘Galt, the prisoner add-
ed:

Hei. “He wasn't what m'c_al} |

a neat dresser in here.’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 {Rev. 7-16-63)

¢

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

/Galt Mystery Seems
More Muddled

BY BILL JOHNSON

TP o haBuf durin
g the txme Galt t
S, Tenn. (AP) — ..__.-Ray claims 0 lﬁrm

allegedly took dancing lessons in Tlinois

FBI agents have been given a
new identification for the man
they seek in the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
but the new identification
seems to have muddled even
more the mystery of who fired
the single shot that killed
King here the night of April 4.

The FBI had issued a con-
spiracy warrant last Wednes-
day for Eric Starvo Galt. Two
days Jatgr the agency said a
comparison of

in New Orleans, Ray was |
serving part of a 20-year term |
for armed robbery in the
Missouri State Penitentiary
at Jefferson City.

At the time Gailt was attend-
ing a bartending school in
California, a duplicate Ala-
bama driver's license was |
mailed to him at a rooming
house in Birmingham.

The woman who runs the;
flophouse here said the man,
to whom she rented a room

found in the King investiga-
fion revealed that
reality was James Earl Ray,
a 40-year-old escapee from a
Missouri prison.

A murder warrant issued

here in Galt’s name subse-
quently was amended to carry
the name of Ray.

The second identity was
only the latest in a series of
puzzles which have surround-
ed the few known facts of the
investigation. Witnesses who
said they saw the alleged
assassin the the
from the fatal bullet

wassfired said he appeared t=—w—fr burglary in Los An- ' it

be between 26 and 32 years of
age. The FBI's Wednesday
announcement said Galt had

iven his birth date as E
m— which would make

im 36, Friday the FBI said
Ray was 40.

The FBI also said Galt was
said to be an avid dancer and |
took dancing lessons in New
Orleans in 1964 and 1965, in
Birmingham during Septem-

ber and October 1967 and in

Long Beach, Calif., {rom .

F !
]1)ecemberv 1967 to February Uames

Galt i s dwaml.

kbom

—but the FBI did not say

. where. He is about 5-foot-10,

weighs'163 to 174 pounds, has
blyte eyes and brown hair and
two scars: A small one on the

-center of his forehead and .an- .

other on the palm of his right
hand.

HE HAS WORKED as a
baker, laborer and
matcher,

The FBI said Ray has been

a federal fugitive since-July :

fingerpmmt three hours before KLL""‘?U" 1967, when an FBI com- .

was slain had a Southerni plaint was filed at Jefferson.

The FBI sa

liked country and Western
music and drank beer and
vodka.

In Jefferson City, an inmate
| of the Missouri prison, who
said he ‘“ran around”
Ray, said Ray—listed as a
native of Illinois—did not
i have a Southern accent. “Jim;
didn’t drink, except a litile
prison home brew.” said the
| convict, who asked not to be*
identified.

f to 1949, when he was convict- |
i geles. He also was’ convicfe
in 1952 for armed robbery in .
Chicago and in 1955 for forg-{
ing U. S. postal money orders
in Missouri.

with |

City charging him with un-
lawfully fleeing from Missouri,
to avoid confinement,

The federal agency denied g .

report that it had taken into
custody the man it said Galt
described as his brother and
that the brother was aiding in

the search. The federal war-..

rant, issued Wednesday,

claimed that Galt and the
brother entered into a con-

spiracy March 29 to violate

“He never talkﬁd-r-m’q'g's civil rights. -
nd :

ﬂOPh“‘-“"""‘-tbout himself very much a

The FBI -covered: many:
specific details about Galt’s:
over the past several’
years in its release including
the fact that he is an avid"
dancer, has ‘“rural speech,”
apparently lacks education

left hand.”

afﬁ?_‘ha;, a “nervous habit of .
‘He had served terms in a [ pulling at an ear lobe with his

Los Angeles County jail, state

prisons at Joliet and Pontiac, ; 4

' 711, and a federal penitentiary ! :

| at Leavenworth Kan . 4
K

* the names of James McBride,
James Walton,«, W :C.%Herron
O’Conner.”

The FBI said Ray has used %
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From Missouri prisen

yalt
mmdentified
as escapee

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

THE BIRMINGHAM
NEWS

uﬂay was reported missin

| from the Missouri Sﬁ'ﬂe_m%
tentiary at Jefferson City
April 23, 1967. He was serving
a 20-year senfence for an:
armed robbery in St, Louis -
and operating a motor vehicle |
without the owtier’s permission.

RAY, WHO HAD been at .
the ptison since March 17,

?R‘ea

name

BIRMINGHAM POSY-
HFRALD

BIRMINGUAM, ALARM /

is Ray

WASHINGTON (&
el

The FBI Friday identified
Eric Starvo Galt; wanted for

the Kkilling sofuals Martin
Luther King Jr., as James

Earl Ray, 40, an escapee from -
the Missouri State Penitenti-:

ary.

The FBI said he was iden-
tified through ‘a systematic
and exhaustive search of lat-

ent fingerprints” uncovered in
the King case against the | 8rade at Alon, I, v
fingerprints of the more than Was given a general discharge |
ineptness and lack of i
the FBI said.

During his Army ecareer he .
Ureceived a three-month sent- |

53,000 * persons for

vision.’

1960,

- state-hospital in Fulton, Mo.

whom ' for
wanted notices are on file in ' adaptibility,
the bureau’s identification di- '

tion.

|

he left school in the 10th

ence at hard labor for being
drunk and “breaking” arrest.

THE FBI SAID Ray has an
\#reesisocord dating at least

Spent some time in
September 1986 in the mgxi- |
Jnum security ward at the

The man known as Galt was
charged Wednesday with the i
first..degree. murder: of King |
April 4 in Memphis, Tenn, He :
also is charged in a federal |
| warrant with conspiracy and |
i murder in the King assassina- :

He has heen a drifter sin:ce

when &e |
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never_expressed any liking for
music, dancing and he was
too tight to gamble.”

Galt seemingly was a free
spender. Aside from the danc-

ing lessons, which cost him

about $500 in California alone,
he paid $2,000 cash for a white
Mustang that is now impound-
ed in Atlanta, and attended
the bartending school.

“He was tight as a tick,”
the Missouri convict said of
Ray. “Boy, if you owed him
money, even a few cents, he’d
bug you to death.”

The penitentiary inmate
said he did not think Ray was
the kind of man who would
kill for profit. And the ward-
en, Harold Swenson, who re-

“There was nothing in his | literature,” the report.gajd, It

al makeup or

bael—ueadetod that at certain times,

ground to indicate anything | Ray thought he had cancer or

but a recidivistic (habitual)
criminal whose crimes were
all associated with money. We
didn’t find anything to indi-
cate he was a killer or had
tendencies to kill.” The offi-
cial report from the hospital
said Ray had “no hallucina-

tions or illusions, was oriented |
as to time, place and person.” |

His “mood effect” was de-
scribed as ‘‘somewhat tense
and anxious and at times
showed mild depressions, but
not of psychotic proportions.”

Ray’s IQ was listed as 105,
considered normal.

In a separate psychological

members Ray, added, “Its—r€pott, Dec. 20, 1966, for the

odd, but I won’t believe he did
it (killed King) until it is
prover—=t—>

“None of the inmates gave
us any feedback after the first
pictures of Ray were publish-
ed. They usually talk about an
inmate after he’s done some-
thing, They really blab about
it. But while he’s doing some-

Ray was examined at St

thing, you don’t hear a word.” | words, he said he had been l

Hospital No. 1 at Fulton, Mo.,

from Sept. 8, 1966 to Oct. 17,

Missouri State Board of Pro-
bation and Parole, Ray was
reported to have a number of
complaints, such as pain in
the “‘solar plexus (pit of the
. stomach), tachycardia (rapid
i heart action), and-intracrani-
! al (inside the skull) tension.”

“When we commented:- that
these were rather large

heart trouble.

Ray. was never married, but
lived for brief periods with
women, the report said. It
added: “This man’s basic
problem revolves around what
appears to be an increasingly
severe obsessive, compulsive
trend.

“He states that at the age
of 10 he awoke one night and
thought he had lost his eye-
sight. He became quite fear-
ful. These various fears con-
front him from time to time

and in a typical obsessive

S~y —He feels he must do

certain things -in order to

- undo what he feels is going to

occur and might result in
harm to him.”

The report recommended
that Ray not be granted
parole.

Ray tried unsuccessfully to
escape from the penitentiary
on Nov. 19, 1961, eight months
i after he was admitted, and on
{April 11, 1966. He succeeded
between 2 and 3 p.m. on April

eading up in the medical #23, 1967, apparently by hiding

Z=1 a three-by-five foot wooden

1966. Dr. Donald B. Peterson, :
hospital superintendent, said '

they had been asked -only to
determine whether Ray was
mentally capable of standing
trial.

“He showed no more ner- |

vousness than the average
person awaiting trial,” Dr.
Peterson said. “‘He was rather
reserved, but we just didn’t

fid=atrything unusual.

bread box. He was working in
the genitentiary bakery at the
time
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“Man Of Mysie’ry T
A Test For FEBI

Mystery has. been. injectedi into the hunt for the
assassin of Martin Luther King because of the apparent

difficulty in obtaining background information on a

suspect. i :
An automobile bought in Birmingham may have been
iie one used by the assassin in escaping from Memphis.

And it is likely that the rifle used to fire the one shot. -’
which killed Dr. King came from a gun dealer in Birm-

ingham. .

The automobile was found in Atlanta. There is no
Joubt about it being one that had been sold to a man who
gave the name of Galt. While he has been traced to a

vooming house in Birmingham, information he gave on

naving been a seaman has not checked out. .

. One theory is that the man lived in Birmingham
‘several months to establish a faked identity. For ex-
‘ample, he obtained a driver’s license there. Was he doing
everything required to build up a fictitious person to

stand behind an assumed name so that at some future .-

‘moment he could squeeze the trigger while he had the
‘telescope. of his rifle zeroed in on Dr. King’s head?

: ~Why would a man who had planned so long, thought of g

‘s6 many details, have abandoned the death rifle on the

‘street? Why -would. not it have been much safer in

‘facilitating immediate flight to have left the gun in his

:room? Certainly, he was smart not to have been car- -,

‘rying such a gun around on the street, even to get to his
‘car. But why part of the way? :

We’ve seen at least one report that the Memphis room

occupied by the man had fingerprints all over the place.
‘He knew a search for them would be made. Does he hap-
'pen to be one of the few adult people, particularly males,
‘whose fingerprints never have been made? Of course, it
is possible for fragmentary prints to be found and for
technicians not to be able to locate a complete set in the

‘FBI file. But in such a case the fragmentary ones can’

‘produce positive identification after a suspect’s name
“has been established, and after a set of prints going with
'that name has been found. :

¢ If officers engaged in the hunt are after a shrewd in-
.dividual who used months of his life to plan every detail
‘of the King assassination he also will have known just
what he planned to do after the shot was fired.

- The FBI is taking the lead in the investigation upon -

;orders of the Attorney General. It could be that the G-
“men have a fugitive who will test their determination
“and ability to the fullest. But we are putting our money
von the FBL . ) .

1
FPE

. SRS N.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

4 THF TUSCALONSANEWS
Tnscaloosa, AlAa.

Date: 4"17-68

Edition: Dai 1}7}'

Author: Editorial

Editor: NOMAN TASSETT
Tie:  MURKIN

Character:

or
Classification: 4 4" 1 74 O

1
Submitting Office: YHA

D Being Investigated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

QEAnA o
AT LRI S e
SauiAliLEd. . F

oo ous




FD-350 (Rev., 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

/rzson pal says_.

’

«‘.L o

Ray once talked \
of slaymg ng

DALTON Ga (}Pl,

James Earl Ray was quoted

by “a :former - fellow ‘inmate
Tuesday : as: saying ‘he’ would-
‘be -willing . to . kill. Dr. ‘Martin :
‘Luther King -Jr.. for: a $1'
mzlhon bounty . :

RAY 40, s’ ‘now sought m
connection with ‘the April” 4
assassinatjon of ng in Mem~
‘phis, i

Raymond Curtls, 40 now m
Whitfield County Jail : here,
discussed ‘Ray while - awaiting -

-action on appeal of a murder !

:conviction.: : ; B
Curtis sald the’ t'alk'abdul é'

oounty on ngs hfe came up

while both “he and Ray' weie
prisoners - at - Missouri = Sta
Penitentiary * at the . time " of
John F. Kennedy’s assassina-
" tion Nov. 22,1963, in Dallas,

““ANOTHER ‘boy said, ‘Well,

" there’s a million-dollar bounty
“to- get King.’ King .was . run-.
“ning his .south .pretty good
then. Ray said, ‘If there is a
million-dollar: bounty on ‘King,

. I believe- I can. collect it’;”
Curtis said. A
No new developments were
reporied Tuesday in the na-.

tmnwnde séarch for the fugi-
five,

- EE A ) PRI PR, . VL SRS Ry

“urat, special agent“;r.*chﬁrgk‘
of the FBI office in Jackson-
ville, said a report that the
FBI . was looking for Eric
Starvo. Galt in Florida was
based on ok-information, o

E GEBHARDT said the repoxt

apparently was based on: - T .
distribution of information on - .-
Galt, whom the FBI says is| -

an-alias of Ray, received by
the Florida Highway Patrol.

Curtis sald he first met Ray | @

in 1955 when they shared a cell
for:.seven months in the Jack-
son = County ‘Jail at Kansas

City, Mo. Curtls said he

served with Ray again at

Leavenworth . Federal Prison

- and.. at "Missouri State Pem-

tentxary

At Leavenworth, he said, he i
and Ray lived in the same cell] .~ '
building and for a time werq ' -

in adjoining cells.

AFTER ABOUT six months)
he said he was transferred to

the federal prison in Atlanta

and did not see Ray again.

until late 1961 or early 1962

when they met at the stsour)i'

institution.

Curtis said he was sent to |-

the penitentiary to serve a

10-year armed -robbery sent- |’

ence and Ray was there on a .
20-year armed robbery term.
Prison records confirm the
two were inmates at the same
time. Curtis sald. he saw Ray

. “almost daily.”

After the Kennedy assassi-
nation, Curtis said, a new-:
prisoner told that a $1 million
bounty had been put on King
by a “K K Busmessman s
as,socxatiq*“**‘*“\
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BAY MENTIONED a King
~ bajinty several times in the
ensuing weeks, Curtis said.

ﬁnd at one point, he added,
Rady referred to the Kennedy
assassination by saying,
“Boy, probably somebody
made a nice little penny off of
that. I sure wish it was me.”

Curtis said Ray’s statements
abdut King were made to him
personally and not in a group.

FBI AGENTS  questioned
Curtis Sunday and Monday.
Talking to newsmen, he des-
cribed Ray as a loner who did
not associate freely with other
inmates and had only one
visitor, to his knowledge, dur-
ing.their prison time together.

Curtis added, however, that
“If you talk to him 15 minutes |;
you’d like him. He was a
likeable. sort of person. But if
this was a plot to assassinate

. King, Ray would go to his |
grave with the secret.” .
" <Curtis, who was born in this
North Georgia city, was con-
: victed in January, 1967, of a
- \govbery alaing.,, {
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BY VICTOR RIESEL SRR

A WASHINGTON, D. C.
Che FBI's central Martin Luther King desk, under the
sonal direction of J. Edgar Hoover, is operating on the hard

' that the Negro leader was the victim of a conspiracy of
veral or more persons.”’

There are those high in the Justice Department, therefore,

who believe that Eric Starvo Galt-James Earl Ray was a hired

killer, heavily paid and amply supplied with cash. Most of this
was in $20 bills.

Evidence is piling up inside the bureau to justify

igation of a conspiracy beyond Galt and a man he said

s brother..This evidence moves the case swifly beyond

onjectures of ‘amateur detectives and dilettante criminolo-

Part of the evidence is the provable free {low of cash
some $7,000) Galt-Ray was able to pour out whenever he
shed. In addition to the white Mustang, the dance lessons
the barteners school fee, the accused assassin crisscrossed
country in a manner no poor man' could. The car had

00 miles added to its speedometer.

/HETHER OR not he drove, he is known to have lived

1 in cities so distant from 'each other that Galt-Ray would

e had to travel more than'15,000 miles in the past nine or 10
1 :

s x >
dlS. o= «
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- planned his itinerary, his make-up, his _aliases,
velist’s imagination. Ray, for example, is (61' was) a
Bond fan. “Eric Starvo” is one of Bond’s suave
. The name “Galt” was contrived by novelist Ayn
o fashioned the ‘“John Galt” in ‘‘Atlas Shrugged”
» late John Gall, one of the most prestigious of capital
¢ys and once a power in the iron and steel industry.
the pseudonym, apparently not the creation of an
ite, reflects a smooth fellow, suave and dynamic .and a
of men, —~ )
, one in the FBI or the Justice Department, despite
of questioning, would conjecture over the nature of the
siratorial cell. It could ‘be Klan-like. But it could be
iern as well as southern.
he conspirators could be in Southern \IIS§ ssippi, ‘Chicago
— or even out of the country.

ONE THING is certain. There’s -been a fantastic search.
zample, every “John Willard” (Galt’s Memphis boarding- '
suse alias) in the U. S. has been checked out. ;
lnvestigators don’t put much stock in the interpretation
ecause Galt-Ray frequented Atlanta and Birmingham, the
acy was centered in the deep South. The probers believe

e white car and the Remington rifle were purchaAsed and

d in such a manner that the leads would point southward.
alt-Ray had Chicago connections of some kind, it’s
ed. There is obvious evidence, and there are leads which
authorities grimly refuse to discuss. The obvious leads
. the letters which Eric Starve Galt received from Chicago
Je living in the Birmingham rooming house. )
The bureau and the Justice Department, as well as
rney General Ramsey Clark, are silent because they think

nuch has been said already.
3ut there is no doubt that at least 3,000 of the FBI’s 6,000
and virtually all its 600 resident agents (placed so that the
-an get to any part of the nation in an hour) are working
murder of Martin Luther King.

This is the second biggest manhunt in history — second
to the probe of the John Kennedy assassination, when
2ch of the bureau’s 6,000 agents was involved in some fashion,

"IERE IS Galt-Ray? Of: course he can be on any
1t. But the prevailing Justice Department theory now is
¢ killer is in some tiny hamlet or village—so small that

town - dailies just aren’t - followed closely by all the
A

Waeny

So_the feder: als now are preparing to get thc smpcr’s photo

.o these jsolated clusters of rural communities. It worked
once in a bloody murder case years ago, and the techmque
may produce results again.
hat thought is there of the nature of the conspirators?
Cnere’s only conjecture. There literally are thousands of
made up of men and women capable of planning this
ler. They are not all Klan operations either.

Many units have tiny “armies,” storm troopers, armband

‘fications, private uniforms. They drill in secret in lonely
and curtained basements. They are in the heart of many
¥ cities.

They are of all extremes. They would have the kind of money:*
Galt-Ray spent and still not be wealthy. Ol they could be
provocateurs.

One thing is certain: The Justice' Department  believes it

has "évidence leading to a conspiracy. -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)
»

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

2

.-—,-\.—-/\\

(5}

~ TV®

Ll UV AL ...A......~...‘....
BY TOM LANKFORD

News staff writer

Investigators meeting in the
homicide office at Birming-
ham City Hall late Saturday

ere all of one opinion — that

15 delicatessen cashier
obbed, kidnaped
ay be dead.
conjecture, based
Detective
said,” “but
are great that she’s:
iwdered.
ie was alive, the ban-
uld have released her
y 1 .

Mrs. Susan Buchanan, 47,
1530 45th St.,, Ensley, was
discovered missing from the
Qwik Mart delicatessen in
1’0*.vdc;‘1y early = Thursday
morning. :

o ”»
nce,

rauace

{E STORE had been left

5180 was missing from

cash register, and the

woinar 1’s purse and car were
leit behind.

’y
)

said Detective Capt.
wrice House. “Ang we:sus,-
ect foul play.”
Working on the possibility
the woman was left injured or
i in the Powderly-Weno-
a citizens’ posse

ayon
alrca,

‘day joined law officers

2 third day of searching.
‘he posse —made up of
1es Valley High School
idents, the Sheriff’s Mount-
ed Posse, the Jefferson
"Rescue Squad, and
private citizens — searched
part of the day in the rain.
Private investigators for
O\hk \{axt also joined m

—

5
County

—
.

g yaya
oditle il i, \Jb-&d—-—uov

Uk./..._......\

—

Sgt.

ILE
SEC
L)

o S

«.BEEORE LEA\’U\’Q _from
the Qwik Mart, Capt. House,

Detective . Wallace and Sher- |,
| ‘missing woman as a ‘‘devout

iff’s Maj. David Orange out-
lined search plans and in-
structions.

“If you find a body, stay
away as far as possible,”
Capt. House said.
mess up any clues.
the area and call for us.

“‘Look also for any pam(’les
of clolhmg, a

glagses. a f'\vﬂ\ Mart nin.2. ,
Capt. House also asked

sheriff detectives to check all |

motels and abandoned houses

in the area on the chance |

Mrs. Buchanan was
held hostage.

“It’s not likely she would be
held this long, but it’s a
posmbxhty % he saxd 5

THE VICiIMS husband,
Walter T. Buchanan, a
26-year Army career man,
arrived home Saturday after a

being

mc‘mxtely left against 3 Lo lodE o KOTeg

“I would have finished by
tour on May 26,” he said,
“and had my next assignment
at Ft. McClellan.

“I was to retire in July.”

Airman David Buchanan,
the missing woman’s 21-year-
old son, flew in from a Texas
Air Force base Friday.:

The - Buchanans have two
other children, Jackie 12, and
Billy, 14,
Birmingham schools.

SATURDAY’S SEARCH
centered in about 700 acres
back of the Qwick Mart and
near the Midfield race track,
axound woods and the aban-
doned Son-Go ore mines.

ER TRAR I
alld Cll

"’!/‘\/‘ o | f\‘m-r-r -'vv/'\ ,Af;

| nan’s,

“Don’t |
Seal off |

woman'’s

both students in '

, THOUGH

-/, 6-“”\

‘ﬂcﬁamv

= woman. ..

A friend of Mrs. Bucha-
talking with™ Capt.
House Saturday, described the

Christian, a fine woman  who

| loved her children.”

“She was really looking
forward to- her husband com-
ing home next month,” she
said.

Store Manager M. E. Giles
said almost all tasks to close
the store Wednesday night
had been completed when
Mrs. Buchanan was apparent-
ly faced by bandits.

She had already stacked the
drink boxes, mopped the floor
and performed other duties,
he said.

“SHE COULD HAVE finish-
ed closing the store — turning
off the Icee machine, the
lights and locking up — in two
minutes,” he said.

The woman also left behind
70 cents worth of items she
had just purchased’to take
home — groceries to fix
lunches for her two school-
aﬂed Chilatfen. St
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A News Item Raises Eyebrows. .

. A Unijted Press Internat10na1
Dispatch out of Washington this week
raised a lot of eyebrows around the State.
The United Press International
dispatch, dealing with the FBI search for

" .Erie Starvo Galt, wanted for conspiracy

" in connection with the death of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King in Memphis
April 4, said in part:

- “A fina] clue to Galt came last March
1, 1968 when the Alabama Highway Dept.
at Montgomery received a phone call
from a man identifying himself as Eric
S. Gault. He said he lost his driver’s
license and wanted a duplicate mailed

. to him at the Bn'mmcfham rooming

house.
“The duplicate license was mailed the

same day. With it went the standard’

Alabanma bill of 25 cents to cover the
costs of issuing the duplicate license.

““On March 6, the Highway Dept. said .

~its bill with a 25-cent piece was re-
ceived in the mail from Galt. (Peter)
Cherpes (on Sept. 6, 1967, Galt and
.~ Cherpes, the boarding house manager
- “went together to get Galt an Alabama
. driver’s=leeass Galt told .authorities
then that he had a Louisiana driver’s

- casel

license but lost it . . .) and roomels

at the -boarding house say they never,
saw the duplicate license in Galt's °

mail and never saw Galt pick it up.”

Of course, we cannot vouch for the ac- |
curacy of the UPI news report or for the -
accuracy of the information the FBI"
reportedly released in this matter, but a-

lot of Shoals area residents are won-.

dering out loud about this matter if these
reports are true.

For. if you are so unfortunate as to :

lose your driver’s license you would

have to go to the office of the probate
judge in your county and apply in writ- -

ing for a duplicate. This apphcatxon,
along with a payment of 25 cents in the,
form of a money order (or cash at your

own risk) would have to be mailed to

Montgomery.

If the press and FBI reports are ac-

curate as {o what happened in the Galt
case the question immediately arises:

Why was Galt accorded preferentxal
treatment?

There are a lot of people here in the i

Shoals” area who would . like {0 know
more about what the facts are m thls
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'/ﬁgty’s brother doubts

killer_acted alone

BY ART PETACQUE
CHICAGO (CST)

The person closest to James
FEarl Ray — his brother Jerry
—issued an appeal for him to
surrender during a Chicago
Sun-Times interview Thurs-
day.

But at the same time, the
brother voiced doubts that the
country’s most-wanted fugi-
tive is still alive. And Jerry
Ray, 32, said other members
of his family also fear that
the accused assassin of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. may
be dead.

The brother was located by
a Sun:Timgs reporier in the

Jiny room he occupies

groyngs of a suburban Chi- |

cago country club. He works |

as a maintenance man at the |
club.

Jerry Ray, wearing jockey !
shorts, sipped from a can of
beer while sitting on his cot
as he described his brother as
“‘the hottest man in the coun-
try . . . the most wanted man
there ever was.”

URGES SURRENDER
« « . Ray’s brother, Jerry

brother,” but said he hadn’t
seen his brother since visiting
him in prison last year, [That
visit was shortly before
James Earl Ray escaped from
the prison at Jefferson City,

i Mo., the brother added.

Jerry Ray, who also has a
long criminal record, said he
and James had visited each
other several times in jails,

and “T only saw him a few

times on the outside” in re-
cent years.

Because of his own prison,

! record, Jerry Ray asked the

“IF HE IS still alive,”
Jerry Ray continued, “I urge-f
him to surrender himself to '
the FBI or to contact someone
in the family and ask them to "
make surrender arrange- :

ments.”
|

I Ray described-hi
as ‘‘the closest person to my

reporter to withhold the name,

of the country club where he
l.ives and works. Ray said he
1Is now going straight and

fears he would be fired if the

club received undesirable pu-
blicity.

Another Chicago newspaper,
the Tribune, said Jerry Ray

has quit his job at the country ‘

club and disappeared. His

disappearance was reported a
few hours after the jinteryiew .

with the Chicago Sun-Times.

In discussing the <killing of
Dr. King, Jerry Ray said he
found it difficult to believe his
brother pulled the trigger
because he ‘‘never was a man
of violence.”

“Check his record of all the
trouble he’s ever been in, and
youw’ll find he never fired a
gun or pistol-whipped anyone
or slapped anyone around,”
said the brother. ‘“That wasn't
his style.

BUT JERRY RAY conceded
his brother could have been
‘“‘used,” as he put it, by
persons conspiring to kill Dr,
King.

The brother obviously had
received a large payoff at
some point, Jerry Ray said.

“Look at all the money he
came into all of a sudden,” he
continued. ‘“Buying Mustangs,
taking dancing lessong, taking

“ \rips to Mexico. Look a theg
mijleage, he put on his (F-ar.
of

You don’t get that kin

money from sticking up
grocery stores, and my -hroth-
er wasn’t the kind to stick:up

culTency exchanges.” L'_:‘Z'.
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Claric Believes

;

Ray Stll Alive

P R VR

N / LA Ve

Attly. Gen. Ramsey Clark - was not the agent of conspira-
expressed the belief Sundag.cdors, ‘

that escaped convict James
Earl Ray, accused of slaying
Dr. Martin Luther King, re

mains alive, He said he wa

‘“very optimistic” that Ray
would be captured,

Chark said he found no
evidence to support theories
thati Ray had been hired by
conspirators to kill King and
then -himself was killed. “We
have ‘no evidence to believe
that he is not still alive,” he
said. “I believe we will find
him,” Clark said.

Interviewed on television,
Clark also said the investiga-
tion wasﬂsMgating on the
:assum_ptxon that King’s kﬂlelf
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"“Galt' Thumbprint \
" Launched_Manhunt

- BY THOMAS TALLBURT
~ Scripps-Howard Staff Writer
- . WASHINGTON On a

- carefully marked city map
-found in a hippie-inhabited
“boarding house in Atlanta,
" FBI agents found a thumb-
print that enabled them posi-
tively to identify the suspect-
‘ed slayer of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
They found the map April 14
—10 days after Dr. King was |

{ combing Atlanta for the mys-

he had previously rented a

murdered in Memphis. Since |

then the trail of the suspect,
James Earl Ray, has dead-
. ended.

Although thousands of tips

Twn. days later, agents '

he-sXB] has o foynd no
evidence Galt held a job
ing this period, nor has

d that Galt was hired ¥§

terious “Galt” got a tip that

room at a boarding house ‘o

known to be a popular hang- | anyone to kill King, thf)u

out for hippies. - thi possibility of such a cod-

House Staked Out spiracy has not been ruled

They immediately - staked out.

out the rooming house and

early the next day went to the

room where they had been'

told “Galt” might be found, jsecond-rate criminal to
There they found a TV set ithe cash he,spgnt. , - p

they later learned “Galt” had

obtained in a trade with a girl :

friend in Los Angeles and the |

convicted thief and -armed
robber, plied his trade as a

{ map bearing the thumbprint.

" agents in the FBI’s 6600-man

1 force with no success since).
the map was found, federal

‘:officials do not subscribe t |

Tthe theory Ray may be dead),

— the victim of someone who |

hxred him to kill King.
4 Locations Circled
© On the city map of Atlanta
.- which bore Ray’s thumbprint,
I four key locations had been
. circled in pencil — Dr. King’s
. Atlanta residence, the office |
_of the Southern Christian
. Leadership Conference which
f» he headed, the boarding house
' where the map was found,
‘" and the parking lot where
. Ray - abandoned a white

%

Mustang the morning after
. Dr. King was killed.

The FBI believes Ray drove
* the Mustang to Atlanta during
" the night after the murder,
- abandoned the car about
dawn the next day, took two
taxi rides to locations near
Peachttee-st —and then van-
ished.

Agents found the abandoned
car April 1.. It bore license
tags issued to Eric Starvo |
Galt — a name the FBI said |
Ray used to mask his true :
Sdewtiy-> b

o =

R RIS

‘have been tracked down by ! Whether “Galt” had used the

room after Dr. King’s death is
not known.
The map with' the thum
rint was flown to ¥BI la ;
atories here. After a pains
aking, round-the-clock search
of the fingerprints of 53,000

! wanted criminals on file here,

lab technicians hit pay dirt
on April 19.

By matching the thumbprint :
on the map to one in their
files they determined that
Eric Starvo Galt was really
James Earl Ray, an habitual
criminal who had escaped
from the Missouri State Peni-
tentiary on April 23, 1967. Galt
was only one of several ah-
ases he had used.

Ray, who was said to be
penniless when he escaped ;
from the Missouri penitenti-
ary, is known to have spent !
more than $4000 during the 11
months ‘between  the time of
his escape and Dr. King’s |
murder. He paid $1195 cash °
for the Mustang in Birming-
ham, $700 for bartending and
dance lessons in Hollywood,
Cal.; and traveled more than
19,000 miles — including trips
to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico,

Tfireal, Canasaeises

e i . 5.

BINEEE = =
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Could Pen;nsy bodyfbe that of Ra

POTTSVILLE, Pa@
State police and local offl-
cials reported Thursday night
they were investigating the |
remote possibility t the body of
a man found.in a shallow
grave near here was that of
. the alleged assassin of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Richard Russell, Schuylkill
County district attorney, said
State Police have asked the
FBI for dental records  of
40-year-old James Earl Ray
for positive identification.
Other methods of identify-
ing the body have proved
fruitless, he said;, because of

the advanced state of de-
composition.

THE BODY, containing four
bullet wounds —  with three
bullets recovered — Was
foyqnd May 7 by two State

“THE BODY could be any-
body’s but we’re checking all
the  possibilities,” = Durilla
said. )

Krogman said the victim
was between 39 and 44 years
old, white, about six feet tall
and of “muscular and rugged
build.”

He also indicated the victim
had “a certain amount of
dental work of poor to me-
dium workmanship” — the

type that might be done in “a
second-Tloor dental par or .
perhaps ig Prison. ot

Russell sald that he favors

|his_first impression ghat the,

killing “was a gangland slay-
ing” and added that this

theo; Iso being checked
out by the FBI.

]
7

Foresiry Workers near Bran- !
depville , approximatel 20
miles north of thié"n_(')'iérﬁast
Pennsylvania community. ’

A special report showed the.
decomposition was caused by
lime which was placed on the
body, Russell said.

The report, prepared by Dr.
Wilton M. Krogman, a noted
Unjversity of Pennsylvania
anthropologist, indicated that
if lime was used on the body
“interment. (was) not less'
than two weeks nor more thani
four.”

State Police Detecti ve3
George Durilla of Reading
pointed out that the estimated:
time of burial meant that the
body could conceivably be
that of Ray since King was
glain jn Memphis, Tenn., April
., 4 and Ray has STrf¥~ditap-;
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By LOUIS A. ECKL
Executive Editor
. How would you like to pick up a cool
$100,000 without really trying?

If you can supply the information

that will lead to the capture of James
Earl Ray, the prime suspect in the April
4, 1968, slaying of Dr. Martin Luther
King in Memphis, Tenn., that will be
|| your reward! =~
" While Ray may be anywhere jn the
world, he could be hidden out here
somewhere in the greater Muscle Shoals
District, for all anyone knows. .
It seems that investigation into the
slaying has reached a standstill and, so
far as is known, for the agents of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation are the
most tight-lipped people. in law en-
forcement work, all leads as to Ray’s
whereabouts have apparently come to a
dead end. Ray, who during the course of
a crime career operated under a series
of aliases, seems to have vanished into
thin air. Yet, a car purchased in Birm-
ingham by Eric Starvo Galt, one of his

many aliases, was found abandoned in

Atlanta.
‘Trail Vanished In Atlanta

However, the FBI has never made

any mention of having been able to trace | -
the spspect past Atlanta, and the hun-. .

dreds of newsmen who have been in-
vestigating every tip on their own, and
were at times believed to have been hot

on his trail, have run into nothing but -

dead ends also in more recent times.

But the $100,000 is available for the |

taking; the Memphis Commercial Appeal
put up §25,000 of the reward money for

capture of the killer; right away; the -

Scripps-Howard Newspaper chain, which
also includes ‘the Memphis Press
Scimitar and Birmingham Post-Herald,
as well as the Knoxville News Sentinel,
added another $25,000; businesses in
Memphis and elsewhere chipped in
another $25,000, and the City of Memphis
added the remaining $25,000. \

[

Memphisw:(};lféf?nﬁtees Money

its assurance that the $100,000 will be

forthcoming when anyone meets the re-

quirements for gaining the reward.

Quite a lot is known about Galt, the ’

name under which Ray ‘operated at Birm-

ingham, where he paid $1,995 for:a wh}te-»:
Mustang while living there in a Southside-

- rooming house; it is known, for example,
that during the 11 months between his
escape from the Missouri State Peniten-
tiary and the April 4 assassination of
King, that he spent more than $4,000 and
traveled 19,000 miles.

Other salient facts are: ~ = = :
Ray’s car was found by FBI agents in
Atlanta where it was abandoned the day
after ‘King’s death; it bore Alabama
(Jefferson County) license plates issued

to Eric Galt; the rifle, found in the

Memphis flophcuse room from which the

assassin is thought to have shot King,
was sold by the Aeromarjne Supnly_Co.,

a ‘pirmingham firm, reportedly to Galt.

The Memphis City Council has given .
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Fingerprints Provide Proof |
Nu-iess—ah authority than FBI Direc-
tor J. Edgar Hoover, whose men probably
have come closer 4o getting every man
they ever sought than even the famed
Canadian Royal Mounted Police, revealed
that a systematic search of fingerprints

uncovered in the King case matchedl

against fingerprints of over 53,000
persons for whom the FBI “wanted |
notices” led to the unquestionable
determination that Galt and Ray are |
identical. !

On April 17, a federal warrant was !
issued at Birmingham charging Ray,
as Galt, with conspiring to interfere with
a Constitutional right”of a citizen. The
thumbprint which enabled the FBI to
positively identify Ray was on a map
found in a boarding house in. Atlanta,
where, two days after finding the car,
FBI agents got a tip that Galt had rented
a room in a popular hippie hangout. In
addition to the map, agents found a
television reportedly obtained in a
“trade” with a Los Angeles girl friend.

The FBI warns that Ray is con-
sidered to be armed and extremely
dangerous. Other pertinent facts:

ALIASES:. Eric Starvo Galt, W. C.
Herron, Harvey Lowmyer, James 0’Con-
ner, James Walton, James Waylon, John
Willard, “Jim.”

DESCRIPTION: AGE: 40, born
March 10, 1928, Alton, Illinois; HEIGHT:
5'10”; WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds;
BUILD: medium; HAIR: brown, possibly
cut short;* OCCUPATIONS: baker, color
matcher, laborer; SCARS AND MARKS:
small scar on palm of right. hand;
EYES: blue; COMPLEXION; medium;
RACE: white; NATIONALITY: Ameri-'
can; REMARKS: noticeably protruding
left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; al-
legedly  attended dance instruction

school; has repartedly complefed course
in bartending.

CRIMINAL RECORD: Ray has been
convicted of burglary, robbery, forging
U.S. Postal Money Orders, armed rob-
bery, and operating motor vehicle
without owner’s consent.

CAUTION: RAY IS SOUGHT IN
CONNECTION WITH A MURDER
WHEREIN THE VICTIM WAS SHOT.
CONSIDER ARMED AND EX-

| TREMELY DANGEROUS.” A Federal

warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at
Birmingham, Alabama, charging Ray-as
Eric Starvo Galt with conspiring to in-
terfere with a Constitutional Right of a
citizen (Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 241)."
A Federal warrant was also issued on
July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri,
charging Ray with Interstate Flight to
Avoid Confinement for the crime of Rob-"
bery (Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 1073).

IF YOU HAVE INFORMATION CON-
CERNING THIS; PERSON,. PLEASE
CONTACT, YOUR LOCAL FBL-QEEICE,
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Still Hunted

This photo of James Earl Ray,
alias Eric Starvo Galt, sought
in connection with the assassi~
nation of Martin Luther King
Jr. in Memphis last month, was
taken in January of this year.
The photo was released by the
FBI. Rewards totaling nearly
$100,000 have been posted in
connection with the slaying.
Anyone having any information
is asked to contact the FBI of-
fice—herer B
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- WASHINGTON
convict wanted in the slay-
Jr., was arrested in London

was about to fly-to Belgium, the FBI announcec.
7ard detectives took Ray into custody, ending a
wo-month search that spread .through the United

Mexico and Europe.
ustice Department announcement of Ray’s arresi Edition: M
Metro

SulCe

ochis

Irs. €orvetta King, widow of the civil rights leader, e

ng the New Yo;’k funeral of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy,

im of an assassin’s bullet, She was told of ‘dae ar- = Con J

she left St. Pal;“ck‘s Roman Catholic Cathedra

DIRECTOR .T. Edgar Hooyer said Ray, carrying

ded Jmol was arrested as he was jo) r through e
ation® offices on his way to Bru 5. British il 44'17
ed him with using a false passport and carry- ks ;

aled weapon. And he was placed under maximum Classification:

security Submitting Office:
The announcement said REij\j was arrested at 11:15 a.m., . {
London time, or 6:15 a.m., . poEirg mNe sty

Hoover said extrad

icaerail
g's aeatir or u

sU i :

balcony of a mote! talking-to friends.

B

AT '\ii for his killer first:turned up a suspect iden-p

Starvo Galt, but- the FBI-later said Galt really ; 2 /
, a 40-year-old escapee from Missouri State Penitentiary. / W° 1740 - L f 2
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Ray was a\n" . the
Ramon George Sneyd when he
was -arrested Saturday,
®was carrying
He had obtained one. in Ot-
tawa April 24, and the other
from the Canadian embassy
in Lisbon, Portugal, May 16.
Chief Thomus
nd  Yard's
ewsmen in

inspector
Se

n claims
physical
} identical
mes Earl Ray.”
Butler went . no
¢ than that in saying the
arrested is Ray, the
rtment statement
unconditionally that he is
hout ,,.0\'1dmg de-
~ the identification

I 1aci

man
Justice Depa
said
Ray — wi
tails on
was Vo
itish 1orities said. the
rived in London by jet
Saturday morning
Lisbon, en route: to
® Brussels. §

| Irom

ssport ‘was
he was*
at London

d pistol was found in
et, the immigration

then was
the arrest followed.
at sthe U:#/S;
said the

ma at the re-

embassy’s legal
tion in w.meumn with the

i ~-
by m.g slaying. & et

Yard

spokesman
sy in London

’

A SCOTLAND Yard state-

1 id the passports des-
the bearer as a 29-year-

o'd native of Toronto, Canada,
oyed and with no fixed

nt of his
in a state-
issued at the Justice
the name of

1sey Clark and

¢ of whom was

i were ;

time, |

ouncem

made

tions raised |,

extensive travels i

and | .
two Canadian
passports issued in that name.”

~XKing, that the G-men were

e

P A

.-._4/\/;,*\-:;\‘__( Y

name g | j
since the shooting is where he

got the money. S
He had escaped from prison
Jetferson City about a yeal
King’s murder. An
extensive check of his activit-
ies during that year showed
he rarely worked and had no
apparent income, but appear-
ed, to be well supplied wiih
money.

peiore

ROYAL Canadi
Mounted Police, who worked
closely with the FBI in the
hunt for Ray, supplied the tip
that focused the search on
London. An RCMP spokesman
said a: check of Canadian
passport files, begun soon
after the FBI started looking
for Ray, finally turned up one
with a picture that looked like
Ray. It had been issued to
Sneyd and was found to be
fraudulent.

AUL

e

There have been c laints
‘rom police authorities in the
t that fugitives have been
able to obtain Canadian pas-
,‘ms too easily. ' eve oo
Hoover praised the coopera-
tion of the Canadian police
and Scotland Yard, but said
Ray’s arrest was the direct
result of an intensive investi-
gation by the FBI that cover-
ed all 50 states, = Canada,
Mexico, ‘Portugal, England
and other countries.

As -the trail appeared to
grow dim, there were com-
plaints. from civil rights lead-
ers, particularly followers of
not
pursuing . the investigation
vigorously enough. Among
law enforcement people  there
was some fear also that Ray
had been killed by others
involved in a conspire cy to
murder- King. O

The FBI produced a massive
file on Ray’s activities up to
the time of King’s death and
gathered such personal infor-
mation as that he was an avid
dancer, liked beer and was a
loner.

The detailed description fur-
nished by

ALY SN

manhunt as many who claim

ed 10 have been the gunman |
of King

after

lhe shooting

the FBI led to
mystery and confusion in the [

.\conlru’.icm.') infor-
For example, some
said the gunman was in his
Jate 20s, in contrast to Ray’s
age of 40.

provided
mation.

A chief source of specula-
tion -about the shooting has
been that Ray was part of a
group that 5
death with care,

om are known
d at this point.

=
had served seven years
20-year sentence for
armed robbery when he es-
caped from prison. A fellow
inmate at the time said
told him he would be willing
to kill King for $1 million.

Ray, "the son of a laborer,
had a long list of arrests for
burglary, vagrancy, driving a
car without an operator’s li-
cense and fow ry. He'was a
man of nmn\ aliases, includ-
Eric Starvo Galt, John
Willard, Harvey . Lowmyer,
James McBridge, James Wal-
ton, - James O’Conner. And
now, Rarnfm George Sneyd.

p otted
but no o.n(u

to be

= 2

Ra
of a

Ray

“1 o

Hoover 'said Ray is being
held under maximum security
conditions in a London police
station. It is expected he will
be brought court by
London authorities Monday on
the charges of false documen-
tation and carrying a conceal-
ed weapon.

into

At the State Department,
officials said they expect a
formal request will be made
for his return to the United
States under a U.S.-British
extradition treaty, which lists
murdcr as one of the crimes

exhadmon will bg

(oML S 4
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ST. LOUIS &

A prother of James Karl
Ray, who is charged with
murdering Dr. Martin. Luther
King Jr., saild Saturday he
was “surprised” that Ray was

Jpiured in London and added
e hopes Ray “lives to stand

trial.”

“If my brother did kilt
King, he did it for a lot of
money. He didn't do anything
if it wasn’'t for money. And
those wio paid him won’t
wani nim sitting in a court-
room telling everything he
xnows,” said John Larry Ray,

34, “operator of a St Louis -

Iavexn

“If he does hve to Stand
trial,” John. Ray said, “I
would like to see him get the
same sentence as the guy who
killed Rockwell.” He referred
to the 20-year sentence hand-
ed John Patler for the slaying
_of American Nazi party lead-
er Lincoln Rockwell. *°

“A FRIEND of mine in
Canada called me around
noon to tell me they had

caught my brother in Lon- |

* don,” John Ray told an inier-
! viewer, -

The brother made his com-
= ments in an interview with the
% St. Louis Post-Dispatch,

SR Q.
AN ug

London = authorities saxd~
James Ray was carrying two
Canadian passports when he
was captured while, going
through customs. )

“I wasn’t surprised that he
was in London, hut I was
surprised that he got caught,”

John Ray said, and added, “I

knew he wasn’t dead.”
The St. Louis Ray insisted
that his 40-year-old brother,

who escaped from the Mis- [

souri penitentiary last year |

while serving a 20-year term

for armed robbery, is not ag

|
member of any racist group. ’

JOHN. RAY was the lasi{
family member to see James
Earl Ray before the elder
brother escaped from the Mis-
souri prison in April, 1967. He
said he and another brother,
32-year-old Jerry, formerly of
Chicago, were closer to James
than any. ‘others of the 10
sisters and brothers.

“James would do anything
for us and we for him, but he
wasn’t '\ very sociahle with
strangers,” the tavern opera-
tor said. ‘ . !

He described James Earl as |
“hot-tempered toward anyone
that got on him.” i

Ray said that before his |
fugitive brother entered the_;
Army he did not drink’.o

- smoke and was a hard wmk

er. . T

\

(Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city ana state.)
s

. /

//

—3 THR RTRMTNGHAM
\*T‘WS

— BIRMTNGHAM POQT-
HFRALD &

BIRMINGIAM, ALABAMA

Date: 6 - 9_68
Edition: I\{w‘tro
Author:

Editor: John W, Bloo‘mevr‘
Title: MURKIN

Churac'ter:44-l740

or

Classification:

Submitting Office: RTR}TTNCHA‘M
D Being Investigated :
LY P40 - S L4

SEARCHED._ ... INDEXED
SEGIALIZED .. FILED .&

JUN11 1968

FBI — BIRMINGHAM

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




“Alter he came back, hdl ("'*‘"’"'AQ Eomeend
o drank and didn't beheve ir, HospM® records at.Fulton
o working; the Army changed' show Ray’s parents as deceas:
his whole outlook on life,’t ed, but the Missouri Prison

Ray sam . listed Ray’s mother as Mrs.

JAMES IARL received ¢ ¢ Lucille Ryan of St. Louis.

» general discharge in 1948 for | An uncle in Alton said the
G'melnc“ and lack of adaplaaf" mother died in St. Louis in

Py LT e 1061,
bility. He served a  three- John Larry Ray, said his
monin ierm- 2t hard lahor father is_still alive and hvmg
while i the Army for being e ————
drunk and hreaking arrest, o . . : o
in the Hannibal, Mo, ama;
Subsequent (o hig discharge, but the elder Ray could not e
James Farl hegan amassing a 4

poiice  record and. served - found. .
terms in Los Angeles for A sister,  Mrs. Carol,n' -
burglary; Ilivois prisons at Pepper, lives in Brentwood, a’,“"'
Joliet ard Pontiac for armed | suburb of St. Louis. Lo
Lobbery in Chicago; the feder-, | Another brother, Jerry, 11\';

P “e.. _, ' ed.n Chicago but recently,
al  penitentiary al Leaven- moved, and another 515101‘[
worth for postal money order Melba Ryan, moved frony:
forgery’ in Kansas City, and Quincy. Tl R sy
lhe Missouri prison for a 31200 S
St. Louis supermarket robb-

ery in 1959,

Ray said he did not know
wiether James Farl. did or
dic¢ not shoot King, and he

Couni have been a fugitive for
nle loason

“ude sull has 13'years wait-
ing for him at .Jefferson City,
Mo., on thal 20-year sentence
for robbery. That's enough
reason,” John Ray said.,

FEDERAL PRISON records
describe Ray as a model
prisoner, bul he made {wo
unsuccessful escape attempts
bcfme finally shppm" away

from the Missowri prison
March 23, 1967, presumably
by hiding in a bread truck.

Ray was sent to the Mis-
souri State Hospital at Fulton
after he attemped to escape
in 1966 by hiding in a ventila-
tor shaft. After five weeks of:
observation, the hospital said
doctors found no indication of
mental_discase. :

—
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POLICE VAN LEAVES BOW STREET COURT IN LONDON

. Alter hcar}ng for Ray on possessing forged passport, leaded gun charges

a2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



:)nm-nmaw hearing was foy - A solicitor preparcs the , .
. begin. A crowd of about 308 case for lhe accused  and i 3 FEW I DS on ponple who |
LONDON laigd siege to the courtrosi chooses the barrister Wwiio mizht had had comact with
James Earl Ray made { later, and everyole o entering il § - does the pleading in courtt. o f\ay 1fl‘ he_}ﬁled n vere
two-minute annearance in B was searchied for weapons. The solicitor.acts as a xey @ } urning up, -
Yokala bow link between the accused, the * Toronte. where
Street Court today and indi- Ray had been under heavy barrister and the court. month, were checkis
cated he would fizht the U. S.. gn:ard'smce his arrest Satur- Ray came into the courl from the owner of a poarding
government’s attempt to seek 0 . through a side doot, flanked - bouse where he stayed.
his extradition in comneciion =~ Wearing a dark blue suit by two policemen. He looked »
with the charge that he killed | with dark brown checks and a calm and spoke in a fm :
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  blue shict, Ray stood quicly = opes , e 19 Ay A
with his hands clasped 15911111(1 ‘ 'rlhf’ ammsphtere n the l,e.gxe he fiew to (.),A(m} ,,W
; iaf . courtroom was tense. ST e
him as  Chief Mazisuate TWG BENCHES were occu- teialicd istion of the
Peank Bilan told hm thas ; W et G ow Wi
under. British criminal proce- pled by N uhout 3 (epOlers, : e cnvelon ay gob o
¢ dure press coverage of (he; Anotier 20 were outside the R
There wio. = cention dure | details of the hearing woulcf coulhqom. and about 30 per-
ing  the b sreliniinary 1oe limited unless he asked! sons jammed the enclosure

hearing o don, b & Lhat the restriction be lifted. 4 set aside for tne public. .
\ 4 Plainclothesmen  and  uni-

Ray asked ihe oduart o ap- Asked T he wanted tbve -
point an atterroy for him, w3 Pres 5}69 ! 'fxd . “1 i formed volice lined the court-
o 1, i Pyestric 3 renlied: \
. :rlf\ftll tion lifted, he replied: | yoom, and five of them stood
Lo }} o i {at the back of the deck, facing
- sir W
. RAY'S DARK. hair  Wasi iihe press and public.
¢ N : flecked with gray at. the * | Ray had heen m Canada,
retuined to America. ¢ ¢ 1 hi ¢ s el - :
u to America temples, and his face was Poriuzal and Britain before
tanned. the two-month hunt ended
S A ooy mraceculor !
said they were going a‘mo A government nosecutm with his arrest at London
with the exiradit asked that Ray be held in aivport.  Infovined Couree
; he exiradition process - i loe avant irpoT forinéd  sources
and hoped to rewsrn Ray fo CZS“;;Q ,Jana‘ ']eeslzl( ({‘C.:‘lﬂﬂ.(; cave credence 1o reports that
fhe United Siates “very ed Ray's. requ hat N6 ne had heen niding out in
soon.” XY court appoint a lawyer iU yopdon simce mid-fay. | 5 "
iy < B i y : ad a Missourl charge that he
him. He's been like a caged and a ;*ST‘W“ cnarse ¢ f“iﬂ
Then he was tgken away hy man  sensing the trap was . escaped from piison there on
a large force of plainclothes: closing in on him and look m” April 23, 1087,
- . . 1 Peo T A Atiy Ly A
men and ur}lfmme‘d ‘pohcc. ' desperately for an escape,” L S. .‘am. Atby. Gen. i:cfi
1t was believed that he was one informant said. One re- . {lew to Loncoi
{aken to Brixion Prison, ¢O8-  port was that when picked up ; 1d saw Ray in his cell Sun-
sidered one of London’s 1most he was bound for Brussels ‘fda’\’ bat in Washinglon Adlty.
corpre iail R T . ~i ,
secure jaLs, hoping to contact recruiters Gen, Ramscy Clark. szid Lay
Afichael Dresden was nant for mercenary forces in § nad made no statement to Vin-
ed by the court as Ray's Africa i, 5.
or. Dresden will prepare oo N
! t}?;lm;elfe?see dalid\ oo s b Police informants in Brus-
b ol aver 1 ' . e . | sels sald authorities had been
J S AVY P o e . » . ars 15 28¢ 11 .
: . eavy  police  esc lawyer to argue tals case 1 ' pgtiffed  about P ) ’s | two
\hrmxzm Ray secretly court. - aliases and were alerted that

® court three hours hefore the 3 DRESDEN’S office declined %14 pioht be heading mere
Ito answer questions about the § ©

icase, including what stand it
[ might take on an extradition
request.

“~—~BY’FRED co*z‘ AN

Londaon’s (-hicf magistrate
ardered Ray held without hail
for another court appearance
on June 18.

) Ray arrived

Mav 8 where he »

‘ Hotel Portugal unti

" paying jusi over

his room on 1he

staff at the hotel recait
he was cenerally ouw of his
room 15 ov 16 hours a day.

RAY IS WANTED on a

Tennessee charge of murder,
a federal charge of conspiring
to deny King his civil rights.

T

American  lezal

-OLD escaped
had been on the

righis iocaden :
a1 Memphis, Tenn., was
zicned under the alias of
son George Sneyd and was
Jsod with carrying a false
wossport and acloaded revolvy
without” a ]i(‘onse. }

8
i
i

. 70 TRIPS R AY
_ .. siade in Canada; lr‘u to
‘ Lhoxun\l-"' ST
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Number Of Trips
To Europe To Get

Money Is Reported -

BY SCOTT B. BURNS

LONDON (UP)) — A
judge - Monday ordered
James Earl Ray held with-
_out bail on charges of
‘illegally entering Britain
and gave the go ahead for,
American authorities’
begin extradition  pro
".ceedings for his trial as
‘the accused killer-of Mar-
tin Luther King. :

Meanwhile, British police
sources said Ray, when ar-
rosted in London, was making
the latest of an undisclosed
number of trips to Europe to
pick up money said to have
been deposited for him in a
Swiss bank.

The police informants said
_ Ray arrived in Brilain May 8,
went to Lisbon to pick up
money sent there for him

from his Swiss bank account :
and returned to London May |
17. The sources said Scotland}
Yard received an alert to be |.

on the lookout for Ray on
Mdy.17.but missed him,

toy

|

Details Shadowy =
Details of Ray's movements
i hetween May 17 and the day:

‘he was arrested were ;-

shadowy, but the police
sources said he ran out of
money again and was report-
ed to have flown back to
Lishon.. Perhaps because of
his inability to receive anoth-
er cash transfer het then

decided to fly to Brussels and .

. was caught as he passed
| through London.
. The legal machinery mov-
ing. Ray to Memphis, Tenn.,
where King was Kkilled by a
sniper’s bullet April 4 was
set in motion when a phalanx
. of guards swept the neatly
dressed ex-convict into packed
Bow Street Magistrate’s Court,
He was sullen and scowling,
The hearing on the British
charges that Ray entered the
country with :a loaded .38
caliber pistol and forged pass-
{ port lasted one minute and 22
seconds. )
The magistrate ordered Ray
held for another hearing on
June 18 and informed. sources
‘said he granted U.-S. authori-
ties a ‘“‘provisonal warrant”
for extradition.

The provisional document

ave the U. S. Justice Dept.
“Tequest for counsel for Ray.
Hilton accepted the request.

Fred M. Vinson Jr., the |’
Justice Dept. officer sent
from Washington to London to
speed the extradition, sat si-
lently to one side during the
hearing. He is an assistant
attorney general and the chief
of the Justice Dept § criminal
division,

At no time during the hear-
ing Monday was the assassi-
nation of King mentioned, and
the question of extradition did
not come up. The hearing was
part of the British legal sys-
tem which requires that ev-’
ery person arrested must ap-
pear hefore a magistrate with-
n 48 hours of his arrest.

Requests Prepared

U. S. legal sources said
American lawyers were

mmtamnmine wamiiantn fan Dasde

/. all times while he stayed here

L Prepdiuy 1equesy 1w nay as‘
“extradition to Tennessee and
Missouri. These sources sald‘
it was uncertain if either or
¢both of these requests would
ever be filed. Ray could waive
opposition to- extradition or
the British Home Office could
simply deport him to the
' United States.

The owner of one London

hotel said Monday Ray was in
Britain for three days im-
mediately preceding his cap-
ture. This contradicted re-
ports from police sources that
he had just arrived when he
was taken into custody.
Mrs. Anna Thomas, owner
"of the Pax . Hotel in the
Pimlico district, said a man
who refused to sign the hotel
“ register checked into her
place Jast Wednesday and
stayed three days. Mrs. Thom-
as said the man told her his-
name was Sneyd, the name
authorities said was on the
. {forged -passport Ray was al-
“legedly carrying.
. ‘Looked "Tired’
Mrs. Thomas saig the man
_lappeared older-than pictures §
of Ray and had darker hair
and a thinner face. “
‘‘He kept the door locked at :

;, and when.I brought his hreak-

fast up he told me to leave it

" outside,” Mrs. Thomas said.

‘‘He looked so tired and spoke

‘] with an American or Canadw-
;an accent.”

Mrs. Thomads said the man

‘?“’ ety - e
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1 checked out suddenly Satu&

, day morning and paid her
our pounds 10 shillings

($10.80) for the room. She said

the man received several tele-
hone calls that morning in-

. cluding one about an airline

]
1
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g *Rey, 40, wore a Dlue check- .
“ed sport coat, an open neck |
~dark Dblue sport shirt and
| dark slacks as he was led info
v the famous old courtroom. Ha

scowled and jerked his head
to one side as a team of
Scotland Yardmen hall drag-
ged hini at one point to the
dock. Ke shuffled inio the
prisoner’s box.
 With head partially lowered,
" Ray spoke only twice .and
both times his wvoice was
barely audible. He nad one
word to say each time —
. *no.” The judge asked if Ray
" objected to restrictions on
‘news coverage of the hearing’
"and if he had a statement of
"his own to make.
Rec;fxcsts Counsel
Thomas Butler, the Scotland
Yard detective who arrested
‘Ray at Hethron Airport last
- Saturday morning, handed
. Magistrate: Frank Milton a
request for counsel for Ray.
‘Hilton accepted thie request.
Fred M. Vinson Jr, the -
. Justice Dept. officer sent
from Washington to London to
speed the extradition, sat si-
lently to one side during the
heaving. He is an assistant
attorney zeneral and the chief

of the Justice Dept.'s criminal -
division. - oo :

¢ At no time'during the hecar
ing Monday was the assassi:
nation of King mentioned, and|
the question of extradition di

" not come up. The hearinm was_

'y the green light to prepare a
full, formal application for |
extradition. Authoritative]
_sources” said this would be
done at a hearing in Bow
Street Court Thursday. Ray
~would be - present, these
~ sources said. '

Immediately “after the brief

- hearing Monday, guards hus-
tled Ray off to Brixton Prison

- and transferred him later in
the day. to the maximum
““security wing of Wandsworth.
Prison. Informed prison
sources said two guards were
posted inside his cell to main-
tain an around-tiie-clock watch. *

Hall Dragged To Dock
- In addition to ihe murders
.} charges in Tennessee, Ray
1 faces possible trial in Mis
 sourl as an escapee from the
state penitentiary there.

‘
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M,sy THOMAS TALBUR’F‘
Scnpps -Howard Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — The FBI's
top assignment Sunday was {o
find out whether the suspected
slayer of the Rev, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., was part of
a conspiracy — and where the
suspcct  got * the  estimated
§12,000 he spent in the last
nine months.

Speculatxon that ng was
killed by a hired gunman has
risen since the accused assas-
sin, James Earl Ray, was

~_ arrested Saturday in London

- after flying there from
. Lisbon enroute to Brussels.

Federal officials said they

" cold not rule out the possibili-

ty of a c(mspxracy ‘until we

find the source of .his funds -

and establish who his assom-v

ates, if any, were.”’
Conservative estimates are

that Ray spent at least $12,000

between Aug, 30, 1967 -+ when -

he paid $1195 cash in Birming-

ham for a white Mustang auto”

— and his arrest Saturday.
The FBI saxd he itraveled

P . " c—~,-_,:_ ==n

U

i
i

.

f_/

19,000 miles in the Mustang,
spent $700 for bartending and
dancing lessons in California
earlier this year, took trips to -
Mexico and Canada, where he -
" attended a locksmith school,
and later paid more than $150
cash in Birmingham for the
rifle and telescopic sight offi-
cials say were used in the
King slaying. ) o
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark,
appearing Sunday on the -
American Broadcasting
. Company’s T V program
“Issues and Answers,” reas-
c——;f‘; =1 ) : =

“Serted that thus far there is

no evidence of a conspiracy.’ -
“We continue to investigate - .

every shred of evidence, ev-

ery lead, and if there was a :

conspiracy.it will be discover- -

" ed,” Clark sid.

~ Clark added that Ray was a -
man who “lived a life of -
crime, who obtained funds. . -
through crime, and I think we
can reason that there s a |
very plausible possibility as to
the source of his funds.”

Other investigators said. the
money Ray spent so freely for -

sl iy oGy
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e
navel and to frequent run-
down nightclubs  and bars
might have come from a bank
robbery in his hometown of
Alton, Il

Ray escaped from the Mis-

souri State Penitentiary on
April 23, 1967, Eleven weeks
later, on July 13, two men
robbed an Alton bank of
$27,000. They have never been
found, and officials said that
a witness to lhe robbery
believes Ray may ' resemble
one of the robbers,

_&f a positive identification is* -

made by the witness when
Ray is extradited to the U. §.

Memphis authorities in the' '

King slaying, the source of
Ray’s funds may be explain-
ed. ) .

Meantime, the FBI is check- -
ing points in England, Porty-
gal, Belgium and Canada in |
an attempt to find whether he .,

‘had money stashed away m
'these countries. '

There still are mystenous
gaps in the trail Ray followed
to elude capture after King
was slain, .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Iarl in the
slaying art uther King
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man Sl >

Po md the {1 re in a
{mon ch of Foreign

Affa ) ent files and

red” that the ™ - —_—
was headed for Britain and
tipped off Scotland Yard and
the U.S. Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

said RCMP investiga-
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names -
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nothing of

Bridg-
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that

7 from which Ray is listed
108 S
fugitive.

been complaints

able to obtain
passports. Foreign
( y Mitchell Sharp said
| Saturd “In the light of this
| case, I e asked for a full
| study and report on whether

irements for iden- §
persons applying

1adian passports are
or desirable.”

that foreigners are |

AT AU\

J
T AR
bt
| S >
said the man arrested
ndon was carrying a
ian birth certi
on to two Canadian
under a false
h certificates in
ssued: by provincial
nents; there was no
on whether the one
tioned by Sharp we
Royal Canadi
spokesmarn
[P had traced

neys in Canada, lear
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To get a Canadian f
an applicant must eitng
a sponsor who testifies ne
known the applica
/ or he must swear
ore a notary public that
statements on his application
—name, address, birth date
and . place, physical descrip-
tiecn—are true.
Ray got his passport with-

out a sponsor. The application

I~was “reported submitted DX\
. mail ‘“from a point in
{ Canada” and issued in Ottawa
> on Aopril 25.

A Foreign Affairs Depart-
ment spokesman said the gov-
ernment has tried to ftight
_passport requirements but at

1 Ipresent, “When the applica-
ition s properly nota 1
* fthere, is not much the

|

“Luport Office canm do.”’ =

‘'he spokesman said

v« in a Torcnto
'S 1N a 10rento

King was
empnis, Tenn.—and i
here and at another rooming
wouse until_he hoarded -a
British  Overseas Airways

_ plane for London May 6.}
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The arrest of James Earl Ray, ac-
cused killer of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., on the run for more than
two months, hopefully will bring an-
swers to questions about the assassi-
nation of the civil rights leader and
put an end to quiet mutterings in
some places that the Federal Bureau
of Investigation had not been press-
ing its quest vigorously.

In addition to the general relief
which comes with the apprehension
.. ~e prime suspect in the murder
\)L Dr. King, it is doubly satisfying to

now that police organizations on two,
continents——especially those in Can-
ada and Great Britain—have worked
with such cooperative efficiency with
the FBI.

Seldom has a criminal act caused
more speculation, rumors, founded

B e

ursuit Amd Ca

Qe

S =T LD

0
ture Ui

and unfounded, and mass emotion as
it led through a maze of rabbit trails.

The dogged investigation by -the
FBI leading to Ray’s arrest is another
meritorious chapter in that law en-
forcement body’s history. It offers

another contradiction to those who .
gue that the bureau has outhved ’

ylts proven usciulness.

Now, it can be hoped, Ray will be

exiradited to this country, duly ar-

~raigned, indicted and brought to trial.

"in an atmosphere free of any display
which might prejudice the ouicome..

Barring the unexpected, Ray will
have his day in court. If found guilty
his fate will be determined by our

established courts, and no person .

should ever attempt to turn the
course of justice from that path.

e
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?Extradmun ¥

'0f Ray Asked"

LONDON (UPI) — The
United States Wednesday for- |
mally requested the extradi- |
tion of James Earl Ray to the |
United States to stand trial
for the assassination of the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

. British police searched for a
. possible accomplice.

Jack A. Herfurt, consular

" officer at the U. S. embassy,.
handed the Foreign Office the !
formal request after final |
documents on Ray were rush-

. ed to' London from Washing-:
ton by air. ’

Chief Metropolitan Magls- L
trate Frank Milton was ex-
pected to hold a full formal}.
extradition hearing with Ray}
present in approxunately a

: week or 10 days..

The American request'
© sought to prove that Ray was |
. the actual name of the man

arrested last Saturday bear-
ing a forged Canadian pass-°

The police were said to be °
combmg the hotels. for "wit-J-
nesses to the' pair’s: appear-)
ances ‘in the lobbies. )

Ray was ‘alone when he
checked into the Pax Hotel,
which has an unlisted tele-
phone number and no name -
other than the word ‘hotel”.
on a sign handing over the
front door. ‘ .
" Mrs. Anna Thomas, propries
tfor of the Pax Hotel, said Ray
acted ‘‘neurotic.”’ She said he
stayed in his room most of the
time and made his own bed.
When he left the maid found
piles of torn up ‘newspapers,
two, spy thrillers and a dis-
posable plastic hypodermic;,
{syringe 'in the’ room, .Mr
Thomas said. - .

T — .

port with the name of Ramon.. -

Sneyd.

The extradition demand out-
lined the state of Tennessee's -
case against Ray for the

- murder of King. It also stated -

. Missouri’s case against Ray ,
for an earlier bank robbery !

.- for which the escaped conv1ct
had -served only 7 years of a
".20 year sentence. _

At the same time,. 1t was

" learned London police were
: attemptmg to establish the
’ descrnpxon and identity of. a
‘ man.or men reported to-have”

been with Ray when he walk{,

ed into - two small hotel j

1 during his last 10 . days, i
Bntam. . o . ns}'
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i;;ﬁpoﬁs Conﬂld On Ray's

Zuropean Acﬂwhe\

BY SCOTT B. BRUNS

LONDON {UPD ~ The mys-‘

. terious activities in Europe
i ! James Earl Ray, wanted
for the murder of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr., were
clouded in a fog of conflicting
reports Tuesday.

While U. S. officials swiftly
~athered documents to pre-
sent a formal request Wed-

aesday or Thursday for Ray's .

extradition to the United
States, both American and
Eritish officials declared a
news blackout on the enigma
oi the much-traveled fugitive.
Indications were Ray had
Ly contacts in London, Hotels
reported the seldom ventured
\from hls rooms. and received

m—; -

= a3

o phone calls, maxl or visi- |

- tors before his arrest at the

.ondon Airport last Saturday.

" The two versions of Ray’s
" movements circulated here
were: _
—Ray arrived in London
from Canada around May 5,

flew to Lisbon May 7 and .

returned June 8 to London to
make a connecting flight to
Brussels,

questioned for—-three hours,
This version was furnished by

police sources and continued -

to be supplied by the FBI in
.Washington after local evi-
dence to the contrary ap-
pearedj;;re esm=me

He was a_rrested'
after he walked into the |
airport transit lounge and

B Y

—Ray returned from Lisbon

¢ to London May 17 and stayed

4 in at least two small hotels

unil he was arrested at the
airport en route to Brussels.
But passengers leaving Eng-
land would not go. through the
transit lounge, although offi-
cials insisted that was where
he was apprehended,

Reports circulated Ray had'

gone to Lisbon and planned to
travel to Brussels to pick up
money transferred to him
from a Swiss bank, Lisbon
banks were said to have been
asked by Scotland Yard to
check all new accounts and
transfers.
Jvho had opened any accounts,
Terde o,

when and why.

EXEC S,

The London Daily Tele-
graph insisted Ray telephoned
its offices to ask the address
in Bfussels of a now-outlawed
*white

mercenaries fighting in .,
¢ ghting i istrate,

examine the U, S. documents
If he is,
convinced of Sneyd’s identity -
as Ray and satisfied the !

recruiting office for

Africa.

‘' really was James Earl Ray.

Unanswered was .

Meanwhile, American offi- |
cials ordered documents from :
Missouri, Tennessee and other |
points to fry to establish
airtight proof that the sullen
i.man called 'Ramon Sneyd !

Informed legal sources said
that the American request for |
Ray’s extradition would have
..to establish his identity as
© Ray beyond the shadow of !

[T S,

A

a doubt “in the eyes of British
law.” The United States also
must lay out a good legal case
for murder charges in Tennes-
see, the legal sources said,

The sources said the- Ameri-
can file would include FBI
copies of Ray's fingerprints
and an account of his mysteri-
ous ‘movements from King's
assassination last April until
his arrest last Saturday. The
American case also will in--
clude depositions from per-
sons who saw the alleged
assassin shortly before King
was’ shot in Memphis.

"As a safety measure, U, S.
officials also plan to file a
formal_request ior Bays ex-

)

[
tradmon on a Mlssoun bank

robbery charge., Ray had
served seven years of a
20-year sentenoe for the-theft
when he escaped from prison
last year.

The metropolitan chief-mag-
Frank Milton, will

at the  hearing.

murder charges -are based
solidly, he will recommend
extradtion to.the British home
secretary.

If Ray fights extradxtxon
and tries all appeals under
British law, it could take from
one to three months to return
him._to America.

- 4
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