
TO 

PROM 

~--·· _,, ,_ IIOfTI(ll,j 

.... ........ (., en,)., ..... • UNIT ED STATES GO\'ERNME.'ll"r 

Memorandum 
SAC 44-1365 

SA DO:IALD •-! . 'ruRRAY 

• 
DATE : 

5/22/68 

SUBJECT: t-:rJRKI!I 

Rebuoirtel 5/9/68 

On 5/20/60 Cocil Lloyd, virector , and Glenn Flinchum, 

Section Chief, ~. c. 3ureau of Vital St•tistics , Raleigh, N. C., 

advised this agency maintains records of unidentified deceased, 

only after bur i al of sarne , end currently there is only one 

such record , and that concerns e wf found murdered in 

W&ke Co ., N. C. several weekn sgo. 

The idontitios of bodies not buried, would be known 

only to tho Coronor of the various counties throughout Y. C, 

On 5/22/68 ,'hief ~om Davis , Raleigh, N. C. PD, and 

Sheriff Bob Pl easants, \/alee Co., Sheriff a Office, Raleigh, 

Y. C. advised they are aware of no male unidentified bodies 

recovered in their area 's . 

2 - li4-1365 
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PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED 

R•tenucn 
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CJ Tb• onelo•o.j 111 ter yo,,,r inlwmot.on. 
o.l •th,IC••· '7 rn t1•• 0111 ... i.. 

:=) f:rdo••d or- cou "lod oq■• frgm nrp J" 
,jcto.:I 

hM~,.. ReBulet 5-20-68. 

In the event of inquiries regarding the identity of 
the som·ces of the reward money offered in the Murkin case, 
you may confidentially advise established sources that ac­
cording to a compilation set forth in tho April 27th edition 
of the "Commercial Appeal," Memphis, Tennessee, 
$25, 000 each has bce11 offered by the "Commercial Appeal" 
and Scripps-Howa1·d newspapers and that \n addition, 
businessmen and citizens in Memphis have offered several 
thousands more and the Memphis City Council has under­
wr,iUen the reward up to a total of $100,000. 
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Dato: ll■y 21, 1968 
Tronsmi• th• fol'owlnq in 

( l'yp~ in plo.iruui or ,:ode 

Vic -~A=1r~te~l~-------

TO: 

Cf;rom: 
MURKIN 

All SACs 
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa 

FBI ( 44-38861) 

For your information and investigative 
aesistanco, subject James Earl Ray bas been known to 
consort with prostitutes and "street bums." A photograph 
ot subject was obtained from a prostitute in Mexico, 
This photograph showing subject wearing sunglasses was 
previously forwarded to your office, 

This should be borne in mind in your daily 
contact with informants, officers of vice squads and 
prostitutes in covering leads in connection with this 
and other cases. 

Armed and dangerous. 

Sent Via ------M Por 
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• 
HERBERT H. EATON, Director 

UnllED CRffiPUS l!R1s11Rn mm1STR~ 
NORTH CAROLlllA COLLEGE AT DURHAM 
Bos 71-1 - T•~f/100t 682•2171 EJtt 219 
Duma., Norlll Carolma 27707 

May 20, 1968 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, o.c. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

This letter comes to report to you conversations that 
were overheard on the eve of the assassination of or . Martin 
Luther King, Jr . The conversation might be a lead into.the 
solution of this murder. 

This conversation was overheard in a co:nrnunity in 
Granville County , North Carolina. A Negro overheard two 
white men talking. One of the white men was considered as 
being rich and both were known as being members of the Klu 
Klux Klan. One man was heard saying to the other, "That 
big mouth down there won ' t live to carry out what he aims 
to do the day after tomorrow. We have a man on the way down 
there to take care of that guy and he don't miss . The bullets 
he use really do the job". 

The day after the assassination the Negro recalled overhearing 
the conversation and reported it to me, not knowing what else to 
do. He did not hear them mention the name of Martin Luther King, 
nor did he understand them to have been referring to a Negro. 

The person will talk to FBI officials only in my presence l I 
and at night, for he is afraid for the safety of his family 
if it is known that he fingerpointed any individual in his 
community. 

If you think that this has any merit, your agents may 
contact me for further exploration . 

HHE/e 
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FBI 

Date: 5/22/68 

Transmit the follo-,,ing in -------------~---,-,------------­(Typr in plGintf'fl or code} 

Via 
Airtel ____ _ 

)
To· 

From: 

IIURKIN 

SAC, Charlolle (44-1365) 

Director, l'fll ( 44-38861) 

Re Herbert H. Enlon - complainant. 

Enclosed are wo copies of a letter !rom 
complainant dated 5/20/6f3, indicatini he may be in 
possession ot information which is pertinent to this 
ca,:;e. 

I 
En ton You should immediately interview Mr. 

and orally acknowledge receipt of his letter at 
time. Conduct necetisary interviews and set out 
leads. 

that 
appropriate 

Enclosures (2) 

l - SAC, Memphis (44-1987) (info) 

1. 
~?(frr, 

fi 

I 

/ 

Sent Vic _________________ M Per ______ ___ _ 
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• 
IIEMO ALL AGENTS: 

• 
AGENTS' MEMO NO. 209 
SERIES 1968 
CHARLO'M'E , NORTH CAROLINA 

RE: IIURJ:IN 

By airtel to all SACs dated 5/9/68, the Bureau advised 
as follows: 

In order to cover the possibility that subject, JAMES 
EARL RAY, aay have died since commission of the crime, each office 
covering state capitals should check to ascertain if any record 
of unidentified dead is maintained and if so, records should be 
checked for the period from 4/5/ 68 , to date, for any information 
which might posaibly identify subject RAY with an unidentified 
deceased person. If no central record repository is maintained, 
you should in connection with your contacts with law enforcement 
agenciss, aake appropriate inquiry relative to unidentified dead. 

On 5/20/68, contact was ■ade with officials at the 
North Carolina Bureau of Vital Statistics, Raleigh, N. C., who 
advised that agency maintains records of unidentified deceased, 
only after burial of same. Currently, there is only one such 
record which concerns a white female found ■urdered in Wake County 
r ecently. The officials advised that the identities of bodies 
not buried would be known only to tho coroner in various counties 
throughout North Carolina. 

Cor oners in all counties should be contacted upon the 
next visit by an Agent to that county. 

• • • * * • * * • * * • * * • • * • * * • * * * * * * * * • * * * * 
By letter to all offices dated 5/20/68, the Bureau 

advised all SACH should promptly remind establisbed, cooperative 
news sources in a discreet, tactful manner of the existence of 

May 23, 1968 

Cl'W:cbw 

l - 44-1365 
l - 66-138 
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• • • 
RE: 111.JRKIN 

substantial reward ■Oney loading to the arrest and conviction of 
the killer of KING. This money now totals at least $100,000. 
The PBI ahould not, however, be publicized as the source of this 
reminder. 

Contacts with cooperative news sources is being handled 
separately. However, the Bureau by routing slip dated 5/22/68, 
advised, "io the event of inquiries regarding the identity of the 
sources ot the reward ■ooey offered in the IIURKIN case, you may 
confidentially advlae established sources that according to a 
compilation set forth in the 4/27/68, edition of the "Commercial 
Appeal", Memphis, Tenn., $25,000 eacll has been offered by the 
"Commercial Appeal" and "Scripps Howard newspapers", and that in 
addition, businessmen and citizens in Me■pbis have offered several 
thousands aore and the Me■phis City Council bas underwritten the 
reward up to a total ot $100,000. 

• • • * • • • • • * • • * * • * * • • • • * * • * • • • * • * * * • • 

By airtel dated 5/21/68, to all SACs, the Bureau advised 
as follows: 

"For your inforaation and investigative assistance, 
subject JAIIES EARL RAY has been known to consort with prostitutes 
and 'street bu■s'. A photograph ot subject was obtained from a 
prostitute in Mexico. This photograph showing subject wearing 
sunglasses was previously forwarded to your office. 

"This should be borne in mind in your daily contacts 
with informants, officers of vice squads, and prostitutes io 
covering leads in connection with tb.is and otb.er cases." 

SUBJECT ARIIED AND DANGEROUS. 

Robert~Murpb.y 

SAC I \ 

-2-
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• 
AIRTEL 

'1'0: LIRECTOR, PBI ( • l) 

e Publ c1 1ng bj~t RAY 1n Han' 1 11A r tylleh 
and "Protea■ onal Barber. 

Jte rureau letter to Chic atad /l.7/< , 

O W /6 , PllA1fK MILW.n', Pred e t, Prore I nelle 
In • , whl h pmzy publ11he1 ProfeBI onal 'Barber" a: Min 

CHARLE , E 1 tor, Men•• Hair l ■ti , both ac t 
photo aph1 Cl! narrative data on 1rn1 It. j t JAJII 
RAY nnd ~ to plll>U.h II e ln e ear rut :!"Cl, 

Both maga~ ne1 are nthl.y inaga tnee, ho e e 
P.roreadol\lll Ila i:>e •11■ 70, ee c ee h• 1 

Ha r rt:,l at, hu ;.,1 000 pal s r1ben 

SUllJEC'1' 

• Burea 
~ .- i hie 
l. • Charlotte 
l. OW York 

Ji'S1pab 
(7) 

Y SHOULD 
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U1'1'1 El> STA'I ES (.;0VER1'~(E;,. r 

Memorandum 

s., GUY B. SODEN 

" 1uu:1 KDDI& 8. BATTL!I 

4 9 30 68 5/2 68 5/9/68. 
1'iLlf"w. rmd Pile #8 oa whiC'h COllt&otNI 

l )A'l'I 5/ 24/68 

LJ CI LJ SI LJ R (Prob) 

O PCJ □ PSI D R 

XJPRI GRBTTO 

44-1365 
PnrM~------------------- 157-5541 

Purpoew std rt",;ul t.s of cOlllact 

atJ NEGATIVE 
[_J POS.ITIVe 

D STATISTIC 

Informant atated that he has haard nothing 
concerning any planned retaliation in connection with tha 

citath of JIARTDJ LUTHD JtDTG and further advised ha baa haard 
nothing concerning any individuala or groups of individual■ 
attempting to cauaa trouble in connection with tha POor 
People•• Karch. 

XJ ln(orau,nt n·rtifl,·rl , h 11t ht• IIM Rt1l1n11 
furt1!1olu~d all inf6n.mt1C1n obtained 
by him since lt1st <;01.1tbet, Same Same -------+--..;=.,;:;;;;;.;;.._ >-

...J.- -170 0 
C l -- 44-1365 

l - 157-5541 

_) 
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TO 

FROM 

lJ1'1TP.P ST.\TES GO VERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P) 

SA CRAWFORD F, WI LLIAMS 

DATE: 5/24/68 

SUBJEC'I': IIURXIN 

By radiogram dated 5/22/68, to all SACs, the 
Bureau advised as follows: 

"Inas■uch as RAY is known to stay at 'flophouses' 
and lower class roo■inghouses, all offices are to 
furnish copy of Identification Order regarding RAY to 
Salvation Army and other charitable-type missions." 

Each Senior Resident Agent is requested to have 
the Salvation Army and other charitable-type ■issions contacted 
as instructed by the Bureau. For use in t h i s regard, there are 
attached two (2) I.O.s and 2 Wanted Flyers concerning subject 
RAY. In the event additional I.O.s or Wanted Flyers are needed, 
Charlotte should be advised in order that same can be obtained 
from the Bureau. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

Bu) U.S. Saw1gs Bonds R,g11/,irly 011 th, Payroll Sam,gs P/1111 
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5/28/68 

AJRTIIL 

TO: DIRJIC'l'Oll, FBI (.U-38881) 

PIIOII: SAC, CRAllLOTTE <•4-13815) (P) 

StJBJ'ECT: lltJUIN 

U: ~'lflfr R. BATON - COKPLAINAllT 

ae Bureau airtel datef 5/22/88. 

On 5/24/88, RERB.IIIT H. EATON, 1001 PlUIII St., 
Durbaa, N. c. , N. c. ~ollice chaplain,,,... contacted by SA 
CHARI-ES s. III LLBll re contents of letter to Bureau dated 
8/20/88. EATON stated be •ould aake contact •1th bi& ■ource 
on Sunday, 15/28/68, and arrance for a aeetillC witb SA CHARLES 
S. IIILLIR. 

On 5/27/88, IIATON reported arranc .. ent■ for 
contact •1th ■ource that n1gbt1 

On 15/27/88, CLABENC • 1, Box 110B, 
Clarksville, Va., OUor , •• e ep one Naber 919-693-520S, 
a Ne1ro aale, approximately 4 year9 old, who requ•.-s ~is 
identity protected, ad•i&ed on 4/3/88, at approxiaa!r.lYi 
9:00 p.a. , be went to the Puckett Grocery and Drug Store at 
Stovall, N. C., •here be awaited tbe return ot a drugi t to 
fill a prea~riptton. Be •aited for approxi.llately 30 • nut••· 
Durin, part of tMa U•e , be beard tbe crocer, KELVJII' KETT, 
a white aale, in bi& 80'e, talking •1th a white anie~, 
al■o in bi& 80'■, approxiaately 8' and aedillll aiz•, 1D 
overall■• PUCX'.ETT •a• diacuaeiq tbe recent declaration 
of ROBERT DNKIDY u a candidate for President. 

ROYSTER eaid be bad not paid close attention to 
tbe convereation until be beard PUCICETT eay •o-tbiQI about 
a aan "carryiag on down yonder," He then continued say1n1 
in effect "that bil aoutb down there •on't live to carry out 
what ha a1• to do tbe day after t-orrow." He continued 
to say "they bave a aa.n on the way don to take care of bi■ 
•ho wouldn't niee becauae he •a• a 1ood &hooter." 

};- - Bureau 1 - Hemp,1&{4,- rf/,aJ,vrc) 

~~arlotte V-
1
_ f ~ L/ . I,~ 

/~ -; ~~ ~ 4~&:-
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CB 44-1365 

BOYSTER ■tated that fr011 previou.■ acquaintance 
with PUCKE'IT, be wa■ aware PUCKE'M' did not like the late 
Preeident lllNlfEDY or hi■ brother. At no tb,e did ROYSTER 
hear any mention ot the nue ot JIARTllf WTIIBR KING, JR., 
and be did not have any ■peoitic i or .. tion a■ to the identity 
ot the intended victia nor tbe n ot the person "tbey" sent 
to abut bia up. ROYSTIR e■pbasize 'that be bad reported tbe 
infol'llation to bie ainiater, FLOYD TON1 ~reedaoor, N. C., 
on a confidential basie on tbe-,R) ty that it aigbt bave 
bearing on the a■aa■■ination of Rev ICIIIG, but be, ROYSTJCR, 
bad no additional information in th aatter whatsoever. 
ROYSTER added further that be had been the only other 
individual present in the ato eat tbe time ot the conversation. 
At about the ti■e the above c -•nte were aade, KELVIN 
PUCICB'l'l"S brother, ULYSSES C. POCDTT, CUI& to tbe store and 
filled tbe preecriptIOW-iJrd 

BOYSTEll expressed t e opinion that PUCICE'lT wu a 
meaber of the local unit oft e KU. He ba■ed tbia opinion 
on the fact PIJCltBTl' bu a Cit Een• Band Radio in tbe ■tore 
and one of the nU11ber• OD bi■ li■t WU that of the IXJt. 

ROYST.!ll further re rted that three PAIIIIAII brother• 
operated a 1arage at Bullock, N. C., known u the Bullock 
Garage. He undentood n eft Bullock, N. c., 
about two day• prior to 4/4/68, drivin1 a red Ku.■tang. 
He wu gone tor approxiaately ne week before returnin1 
driving a li&bt blue Yuatang. He etated DAVB, a white .. 1e, 
in hie 30'■ or 40'•• who, in■ofar u he knew, had aoved to 
the vicinity of Bullock during the Slllllller ot 1967. ROYSTER 
etated tbat he thou1bt poaeibly DAVB PARBAII could have been 
the person referred to by PUCKETT although be wu unaware 
of any u■ociation whateoever between PUCKBTT and PARHAII. 
Furtberaore, he had heard eo■e conver■ation indicatin1 DAVB 
PARHAII bad been gone during the week ot 4/4/68, on duty 
with the National Guard. 

-2-
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CB 44-1385 

CRARLOrl'II 

AT STOVALL AND BULLOCJt1 N. C. 

Will conduct appropriate investigation re PUCl:r'l'T 
and PARRUI and keep the Bureau adviadd. 

-3-
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT • • 
Memorandum 

TO 
SAC, CHARLOTTE (44~136$) DATE: 5/2fl/68 

FROM : SA ANTHONY PALMISANO 

suep:c-r: l'URKIN 

Re Mento or SA CRAWFORD F. WTLLIAMS dated 5/2q/6fl . 

On 5/27/68 Mrs . Z.M. DANI LS, Secretary, Salvation Arm:,, 
1001 East Kin~ St. , KJnston, N.C . , was furnished withe copy 
or I .O. 4182. On 5/28/68 Mrs. M. ELLIS, Secretory, Salvation 
Army, 610 North ~1111•m St., O~ldsboro, N.C. , was also furnished 
with a copy or I . 0 . 4182 . 

Roth Mrs . DANIELS •nd Mrs . ELLIS were advised ot the fu.a:itlve 
status of JAMES ~ARL RAY end both stated they would be alert f oo 
his presence , should he appe•r at either or the obove estnbl1shnents . 
Both stated they would advise the ~BI if they recei•ied any information 
concerning the whereabouts of RAY. 

ARMED AND DANOEROTTS 

AP/ap 
(2) 
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5/29/68 

AIRTEL 

TO, DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FRClh SAC, CIIARL01"1'11: (44-1365) (P) 

8 UBJll:C'l'1 MUIUCIII 

ReBuairtel to Charl,e=• 5/22/68, re HERBER'l' B. 11:ATQ{, 
and CB airtel to Bui} __ u 5/28/68 • 

• Qn 5/28/68, MELVIN e;i,cKRff. Puekett'a Grocery Store, 
Stovall, H. c . , advised that he and his brother, ULYSSIIS, 
operate a conbination drU<jl ato,:a and 9rocary atora in the 
Stovall ccamunity, ot Granville County, N. c. POCl<B'l"l' 
atated that he cannot recall any convaraation in which be 
waa alleged to have participated on 4/3/68, concerning the 
announced candidacy of BOBBY Y.!a'INIDYnor could he recall 
making any •ta-nt to the effect that "That llllln won• t 
live to carry out what ha ai.ma to do, we have a aan on the 
way to get him.• PUCJQ!T'l' advued that ha often diecueae■ 
current event■ with cu■tamer■ and that ha would be unable to 
even guess the identity of the farmer with ,thaa he wa■ 
■peaking on 4/3/68. PUCICB'1"1' adviaed that the ata~t a■ 
de■cribad above, doe■ not ■ound tuiliar to him and that ha 
could ndCimagine any conversation where he would have •de or 
even recall hearing ■uch a atateraent. 

3 - Bureau 
1 - Me~hia (Info.) (44-1987) 

((I'- Charlotta 

JJR1jmh 
(S) j ~, 

1 
/,,v-✓ 

SIAlt0tlll~fl•-___ _ 

~·-,---
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a 44-1365 

PIJCXltt etated that the only 9roup that he ie a member 
ot. is tbe Stovall Baptiat Church. Be etated he had no further 
information which could •bed any light on the conver■ation• 
in referenced aureau airtel. 

an 5/28/68, JllOBDT IIYLBJll, Grocery etore owner, 
Bullock, N. C., adviNd he is acquainted with the PARHAM 
Brother• who own and operate the Bullock Garage. HYLER advised 
that tho PARHAM hrothere have operaud thh 9arage eince 
2/681 to the best ot. his knowledge are law-abiding citizel'\a. 

,r--.ae advised he believe• thiFcare three brothare, D. A. PAJlllll\M, 
\' Vx:rus Pc~MN .and GMIJI\M P~ • HYLBJll advhed that all three 
'¥ brother• reeide in Granvil a co,mty, 111. c. 

0n 5/28/68, Q!',VID A. PARBll"I, JJt. -• contacted at 
hh place of employment, the Bullockoarage, Bullock, N. c., 
and ha advi.aed that he and hie brotbere have been operatin9 
the garage eince early in 1968, and that he is the mechanic, 
LllfIS is employed by lJIM Corporation in Durham, N.c., and his 
brother, GRAJ!lUI ie a farmer in Granville County, N.C. 

PAJUIAM advised ha doe• not nor ever ba• owned a 
Muetang of any color, however, ha waa driving a rad Cemaro, 
Chevrolet, arolUld the beginning ot. April, 1968, for a couple 
ot. daye. He advi.aed that he did not leave Granville County, 
JI. c., during April, 1968, until he was called up aa a -.nbar 
of the N. c. National ouard on 4/5/68, ea a result ot. the 
racial di.at'QX'banca• at that t1-. 

The following deacription was obtained frOlll intervi­
and obearvations 

2 
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In view of the foregoing information, the 
Charlotte Division is conducting no further investigation 
regarding this matter. 
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TO 

-I. - - .. M.o,T - Ulff'ION 
............ <• aoo.) .1-1 ... • U:-ITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC (44-1365) 

PROM : SA WILLIAM HARRIS 

SUBJECT: lroRKIN 

Re Agent ' s Memo dated 209 

On 5/24/68 Dr . JOHN L. WILLIAMS, Coroner, Stanly County, Al bemarle, 
N. C. advised that he had no unidentified dead. 

oil 5/28/68 Rufus Honeycutt , Coroner , Rovan County, China Gr ove, N. C. 
advised that there are no unidentified dead in county. 

WH 
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TO 

• KO\I 

Fl~- 209 {fin. •ll• 5) 
O•t- _,.NO •• 
.. ~. , .. , .... '>Q .. 
G~• ...... (; NO. 11 

. ......... 
U:-:ITE0 STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC 

(137-;l.29) 

S\ Da'fid W. Wa t aon 

CP:..22)6-C 

Dult-1 of o nL11Ct 

Ma_]'. I. and 2~ • _192!!_ 

• 
t>Arn "a7 29,1968 

,........ Cl r-, SI 
X 

--, R (P ,oD) 

C} PCI ::__, PSI R 

Tit le~ Md 1-'ih! ifs OC1 which ¢0111.IOctecl 

1i7. UA94-> mlSOB-TJ,.rt. <>t;[,,.870. 00 1,, Jo•·•ll'f and l 111,,lr."• P~l 
_____ ..;S,._tereo- ,.07'i, Jewelr1. 17S II, · in St., ~oor('J1t1ll~. 

Much 23-24, l9b8- I 'roP 
6T- 11016- tlnsbr.- ~•1dt of ~4S,ooo. tn -•tch11a , Ringa and iliaaonde 

fl'•" Cu;tla 1ewel.oPa, Jlllta~ng Gnete,·, ro1ettevil e , 
11.c. April ... 1968- IT3P 

l~lJ*1tffiS~l 
C,HEGATIVE 

t:J POSITIVE Informant adviaed he had no 1nrormation on any of the 
□ ST AT 1ST1c abova l.hree l1a~e4 o••••• 

Si ne• Intor.ant hae not turniehed any pert1nent 
1n1'onoat1on ror long period or time it 1• reoo-ended 
insta nt cue be CLOSED. 

r Yl.n(onaiull c~rt1f1.-d t bbt h ti hu!t Rnllng 
--atrru,111 -.bt•d all information obteined V • Uood 

by h im •u1ce lcut t•uat,u:-1, 
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AIR'l'l:t 

Be Los l• airte to niren.:. 

AIIMSD AND DANGl:RDUS 

f (~) 
o) 

1-Laa J 
1•~~ --UX>•t (Inf ) 
1-
1-

1ad 
( ) 

• 
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u:-.,TED ST.\TES Gdlif:RNMENT • Memorandum 
ro SAC(44-l365) DArE. 6/3/b8 

PR0\1 • SA WILLIAM HAHRIS 

SUBJECT: MURKlN 

Re Memo of SA C.F. WILLIAMS dated 5/24/68 

On 5/29/b8 Shariff Ralph Mcswain, Albemarle, N.C. advised 
that there was no Salvation Army Mission or Transit Home in Stanly 
County. 

On 5/29/b8 Capt. Richard Jones , Salvation Army, Brinkle 
Ferry Road , Salisbury, N.c. was alerted as to the subject and 
furnished an I . O. 

SA Vander Gast 6overing lead in Cabarrus County. 

WH 
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TO 

ro-2 s (Re"'. q.lJ•&Sl 
Cl'"1•0-"0l •-00 It 
... ,,.u,e,1,00, 
,i.-.,.c:-1" llG. "°· U 

l'NITF.O STATi-;s CO\'ERNMEN1 

Memorandum 
SAC (137-3)28) l)ATt 

•• 
Ma7 29, 1968 

0CI nso C' R (P~b) 
t'KOM SA 

tavid V. ••ta on ,'PCI nPSI ,:R 
X 

Stephen F. Janco 
L 

Dflteos of COl'llact 

Tide& and Fil<> • on 

87 11694. llllSIIB T!Mlt'~ et' $&,87g , gg in 1-w•ll!'J' and l l>vlo•a "oMab 
St•r•P• ~•• Javel.Joy. 115 N. Main st.511coreay111,, ff,C. 
March 23· , 1968-ITSP 

87-11716- 100.U.-- Thet~r-445.-000.. 1-W.ffhH-,-,Ung--.n<l 1'1-d 
from Curtis Jt111l1r3, ruta v Shopping ceter, fuetteyi •• 
N .C. April 14, 1?6 - I'rSP 

118 

;JHEGATIVE 
t'"7POSITIVE 
] STATISTIC lnto1'&1lt adv1aed he had no information re the "bove 

three l1ated OUM, 

q1nr,:w,,,11,nt, 1>rt r ... it th ,1 1 .... h11• R111mir 
(um1:11hNI nil 11:iform.ill1<mohtt1m,ccl 
by him eince l•At. c-nnta<'t. V. Good No Change 

Alternate Agent- SA Inn••• R. carlaon ~ - I ~tr,f - 7'1 71 

1- 137-3328 S£AICIICD --1NOIX"'4 
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G/4/68 

AIBTEJ, 

TO: SAC, ldEllPIIIS (4 -1987) 

FROU: SAC, CIIAF.LOTTB (44-l36a) (P) 

SIIBJl!ICT: KURKIN 

Re llcmphis n1rtel to all offices dated 4/19/6, 
re nrding UURKIN co to. 

Following are tho coats for the Charlotte Division 
or Ila)', 1968: 

1 , MAK nouns SPENT ON CASB 

(a) Spoc1Al Agent 
(b) Clerical 

Rogulnr 

244 
112 

Overtime 

J5 

2, TOTAL MILEAGE 2, 1,,0 111110 

3. UNUSUAL Ol! OUT OF OPJ>lNARY COSTS 

Telephone Calls (Toll) $125.00 
Photo raphs and p oto raphic 
Supplies 43.00 

$168.00 

4, PEAK lilOOlER OF SPECIAL AGEIITS WOllXIliG 
ON CASE IN IIAY 

13 Agent 

2 - Memphis 
~ C 1rlotte 

CLlf:jw 
(4)r-> 

To al 

279 
112 

391 
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m: 4.4-1987 
CE 44-1365 
CF\f :cbw 
1 

•• •• 
RE: INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLING 

JAMES EARL RAY, 
TRYON PLAZA llOTEL, 
TRYON, NORTH CAROLINA 

By c omrnunica tion dated May 22 , 1968, the Columbia 
Office ot t he l'ederal Bureau of Investigation advised as 
follo,os : 

On the night of l!ay 18, 1968, BII,L RnID , a formor 
officer of the Greer, South Carolina, Police Department, who 
now reside;; at Tryon, North Ca1·olinc., advised that he bad 
observed an individual at the Tryon Plaza ttotel at 1'ryon , 
North Carolina, on . May 18 , 19G8, who fits the d escription ot 
and bears a n,scmbla~co to J AUES EARL RAY . REID stated he 
did not kno11 t ho name of t his in<lividuaJ but he was occupying 
the thirJ roo•n oact of tho office at the notol . 

'!'he fol lowine; investigation W:\B conducted by SA JOHii 
C. 1m1rn:tGAR at Tl,YOll, North Carolina : 

On ~:ay 27 , 1968 , Mrs . RUTH GORDON, Try<'>n Plaza 
Motel, Tryon, North Carolina , advic:ed t hat she recalls 
llay 18, 1968, nH ho1· dauchtor, Mrs. TIIEJ,'.IA BURC.F.TT, r,orlcod pnrt 
o f the d ay on Saturday . Mrs. GORDON advised that three doors 
cast or the office would be lloom 9 at tho Tryon Plllza Motol. 
11rs . GOHDON a<lvised that he1 re((istration cards reflect that 
Roo.1 9 on May 18, 1968, was occupi,:d by J . FLU:TW<YJD s Tl.NIJ,;R , 
l.1 8 ~;as t Seventh Street, Jack.::onv illc, Florida, r ep1•escnt in(( 
the Mas&ey Comp:,ny. !trs . GORDON advised that the registration 
card indicnt<.'s he drovo a Plyr.outh with Florida l ic,•nr.c- 2-66llO. 

Mrs . GORDOK further ndviscd that Rooi, 9 '""' occupied 
by R . I .. BONE, 210J South Maio Street, Greenwood, South 
Cnroli:ia, on Mny 19 , 1968 . 'l'his card iudicatcd th«t n· . !lO:lE 
represented the Saco Lovell Shops and '"'-S dri vi nr. a 1!)65 
Che•,rolct with South Carolina license E-1316O8. !.!rs . GORDO:: 
•dviscd that r,,l1e has nJwayi, been nn nvid detC'ctive story reader 
and has been foll.owing the assassination of ~L4R1'IN L\Yl'HER KING 
v<n·y clof:.t.' l y. !lrL. GORDON ndviscd thnt she hns not ~cc-n nnyoJ J: 

at the 111otel who rcset1bles the photograph of J M!ES EARL RAY 
which appc:u·ccl in the local p.:?.pcr. 

!!~s . GORDON advised that she and hc1• <1au1;ht~l', 
Hr:;. TUF.P'J. Bl.,T.GETT,. h:Hc tnlkcd rho\.11 the assrs::iinntion nnd 
no r.C"'nt ion oi ::-ny indlvidual in the 1,1otel resembling RAY h~s 
bct•n di,.cun ,NI. L/1/ /3 · J° - "/ .J ~ 

,-
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IIE 44-1987 
CE 41-1365 
2 

•• •• 
On }lay 27, J 9C8, Mrs. THELMA BURGETT, Tryon Plaza 

Motel, advised that s he recalls working pa.rt-time on Saturday, 
May 18, HJG8 . Mrs. BURGETT ndviscd sho doe.; not rocnll anyone, 
r esembling the photograph of RAY registering at the r;,ote l. 

Urs . BURGETT advised there was an incident at the 
motel at that tir.,e as an individual had come to the motel , 
rcgif.itcring as n sinclc and later she found out ho had a 
wo,ian in the ro""· 11rs. BURGE'IT advised she approached this 
i ndividu:\l. rnd told him to come to tho office , nnd pny the 
addi tionnl p1•ice for a second pcrGon in the roonL Mrs . BURGETT 
ndvitwd that when he got to tho o!fico, she cliscovorcd ho had 
not rer,iste;•ed and asked him to register at thot time. !.!rs . 
BUP.GJ:.TJ' advised that this individual refused to register , 
Rt:\ting that it "~t too htc. llrs . l'!URGET'r advised thnt this 
indjvidual was n nice-looking man; howe ver, he did not fit 
tho doscr,ption or photo{:rnph of· J t.ims F.ARL J\/\Y which app<,:u·,•d 
in the local paper . 
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•• •• 
6/5/68 

AIRTEL 

TO: SAC, MEIIPBIS (44-1987) 

PROK: SAC, CHARLOTTE ( 44-1365) (P) 

SllBJECT: JIURJ;IN 

There are being furnished Kemphis herewith 15 copies 
of an insert concerning an individual who reportedly fit■ the 
description of subject RAY observed at the Tryon Plaza Kotel, 
Tryon, N. C. 

BILL REID, mentioned in the encl0<1ed insert, furnished 
the information telepbonically to SA JAClt C. WARD at 
Greenville, S. C., on 5/18/68. 

2 - Kempbia (44-1987) (Encl. 15) 
(1,- Charlotte (44-1365) 

CFW:cbw 
( 3) e/,·ti . .'-
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TO 

FROll 

SUBJECT: 

-ll'OIMMO, ... ........ , ... _,(»! 
~..,,. .. , ,on••••-11 .• •• UXITED STA'! ES GOVERN~IENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, CHARLO'ITE (44-1365) 

IC MARION B, HILLIARD 

KURKIM 

•• 
DAT£: 6/4/68 

Re Bureau radiogram to all SACs dated 5/23/68, 

llr. BOWARD WADE, Director, Driver's License Section, 
North Carolina Departaent of Motor Vebiclea, Raleigh, 
North Carolina, on May 23, 1968, advised that if possible, be 
would be happy to furnish the FBI a list of all driver's 
license issued fro■ Aprill through llay, 1968. 

Mr. WADE further advised that Mr. LAEROM ROBERTS 
is the progralDlfter of the Data Processing Unit of the Driver's 
License Section and that this job would have to be perforaed 
by llr, ROBERTS , 

On May 23, 1968, llr, ROBERTS advised llr. WADE and 
IC MARION B. HILLIARD that he would be happy to do thi■ job 
for the FBI; however, it would take him soae time to program 
and run the magnetic tape as tbe ■agnetic tape for all driver's 
licenses issued in tbe Sate of North Carolina would have to 
be screened. 

On llay 31, 1968, llr. ROBERTS was recmtacted, at 
which time he advised that he was working on this project 
and that it was very possible that be would finisb this 
project by June 7, 1968, 

IOIH: lrf 
(2) 

'-/l/-J:Jis-J3 Y 
SU.RCIIED -- I OEX 
SUlAL.IZEO 

Buy U.S. Sa1i11gs Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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TO 

~A.I.FOllhl..0.10 • ...._,. ,NIQWTI°" 
...... ,-~M•ho ~Oii ltt•HA 

LNITEO STATES GO\'ERl'-~IENT 

Memorandum 
('{'l•r31#r) 

SAC, 11!111i!flz8 ('I IJ l 89'7) 

SA J'OfW <1. f«;.Wfl)({(Af(_ 
&LO, O!LJLWIIL fJI 1'65-y 

• 
DATE: 6/4/68 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re Columbia airtel to Charlotte dated 5/22/68. 

On 5/27/68, Mrs. RUTH GORDON, Tryon Plaza 
Motel, Tryon, II. C., advised that she recalls 5/18/68 
as her daughter, Mrs. THEIM BURGETT, worked part on 
of the da:, on Saturday. Mrs. GORDOII advised that three 
doors east of the office would be Room 9 at the Tryon 
Plaza Motel. Mrs. OORDOII advised that her registration 
cards reflect that Room 9 on 5/18/68, was occupied by 
J. FLEETWOOD SIEIIIER, 148 East Seventh Street, Jacksonville, 
Florida, representing the Massey Company. Mrs. GORDOII 
advised that the registration card indicates he drove 
a Plymouth with Florida license 2-66110. 

Mrs. GORDOII further advised that Room 9 was 
occupied by R. L. BOIIE, 2103 South Ma.in, Greenwood, S. c., 
on 5/19/68. This card indicated that Mr. BOBE represented 
the Saco Lowell Shops and was driving a 1965 Chevrolet 
with S. c. license E1316o8. Mrs. GORDON advised that she 
has always been an avid detective story reader and baa been 
tollow1ng the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KlllG very 
closely. Mrs. GORDON advised that she has not seen anyone 
at the motel who resembles the photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY which appeared 1n the local paper. 

Mrs . GORDOII advised that she and her daughter, 
Mrs. T!IEIJ(A BURGETT, have talked about the assassination 
and no mention of any individual 1n the motel r esembling 
RAY has been diacuased. 

On 5/27/68, Mrs. THEUIA BURGETT, Tryon Plaza Motel, 
advised that she recalls working part-time on Saturday, 
5/18/68. Mrs. BURGETT advised s~e does not recall anyone 
resembling the photograph of RA}~registering at th;ite1.:?3J 
2 lh"'llh1B f'' / {., /'-1--/-,~"----"(__.c., 

i 
eo:l:wabN (1111 299) /'J> .t' ~, 

• eta,l:•-h y.J l@t 
CH:bsh ' 

) HAI _Qllc 

"" "" B•.1 l.J.S Savmv Bonds Regularl.1 ,11 the PaJroll J.vin&s P/011 
• 
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• • 
CE 44-1365 

Mrs. BURGE"l'T advised there was an incident 
at the motel at that time as an 1.ndividual had come to 
the mo11!!1., registering as a single and later she found 
out be bad a woman in the room. Mrs. BURGE"l'T advised 
ahe approached this 1.ndividual and told hilll to come to 
the office, and pay the additional price tor a second 
person in the room. Mrs. BURGETT advised that when he 
got to the office, she discovered he had not registered 
and asked hilll to register at that tae. Mrs. BURGETT 
advised that this individual refused to register, stating 
that it was too late. Mrs. BURGE'l'T advised that this 
individual was a nice-looking -n; however, he did not 
fit the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY which appeared in 
the local paper. 

2 
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TO 

FROM 

St,'BJ£CT: 

_.,,m.,,._.,Hl-kQ,•o ........ ·-_,._ I, 
■u ..--11 {o11 Cl'lt) ,c,,.• ., 

Ul\lTEU STATES \ ER.'IIML-.:T 

Memorandum 
SAC (44-1365) 

SA CRAWFORD F. WILLIAMS 

!CTRKIN 

• 
DATU: 6/4/68 

On the ai'ternoon of 6/3/68, JOHN GRIMES, U. S. Secret Service, 
Charlotte , telephonically advised that be bad just received a te l ephone 
call from a Mrs . FITCH, Mt. Holly, N. C. , telephone 827- 5679 who advised 
that sbe thinks she was in a t axi cab with JAMES EARL RAY in ~t . Holly 
just prior to the time his photograph appeared in the newspapers . 

G:'!IM!,;S stated that while talking with the writer CLAUDE !lAHS 
had come into the office and had informed him that Hrs. FITCH is a mental 
case. He said in view of this we may desire o forget the matter 
entirely. 

\\ \}!1 On the mornin,,: of 6/4/68, Mrs . Route 1, Mt. Holly , 
'#: '..c'elephonically advised that the day o lo shootinp: of MARTIN 

1/LUTHER KING, JR. , she was at Jones• Mark main street of Mt . 
Holly shopping for l'roceriee . As she c the store she 
observed a man with a beard. Both she d the man with the beard took 
the same tui cab with the bearded man aitting in the front seat with the 
driver . The driver took her to her residence wbere the man with the 
beard helped her carry her groceries in the house . He then left with the 
cab driver , She stated that several days later she saw a photograph of 
the subject who shot KING in the paper and believes this was the bearded 
man, She described this man as a white mal!,._age about 35, brown eyes , 
long brown hair, brown beard, small build, ~ 5'7" , J.40 pounds . She 
stated that he walked with a very noticable limp. 

In view of the possible mental condition or Mrs . ~•I·!CH and 
the obvious discrepancy between her discr1pt1on of this man ahd RAY 
no further action is being taken, 

For file , 

CFW: it./ 11ts- 7::?6 

i 
' I ' I Si .W.I 

BNy U.S. Sf/1i11t,s &,,,J, R.,t,11l11rly •• tb, Pa,>r,/1 Sau 
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FBI Probe Near Sensational 
urn: I Agents Now Eye 

King's Red friends 
Dr PAl L. scorr 

~G 'fOS 1'ht J,'ecf. 
QI ID\tstiiation's 
bent ........ 

Maron Loth-"r 
a pouihl lt'fl-

R.a, th,i, 
apprently 

now 
l • 
of 

,.:i; 
K I u<J. 
ss,eecha !or 

pa,t 

Ttli.<1 _ n1' " dtulopment 
\,,b In f'i"H hl nld-,acr 
g11Utrf'd by Ult , .. rt' Ulan 
I ,MO :If h wbo hnf' 11ierk­
t d eu ~ bt_ ll'liOlla K IC 
\hoOCing :ind b) '<t't"ttel 
''I " aad I llf'r f' I lo 
the l•JH 

g 
e from .110 

aating his age 
of !19 Ind why 
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ama h.J~ d 1g 

\ ER F.U QlT.S. 
Alter eh ll 
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• 
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. IL . • 
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•• 
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L E 
.c. 
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•• •• fu 1 ;\O, 1-5 601.Q 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

UXITJ:: O STATES $£CR ET SF.R\'ICI: 

!'. -. Box 1424 Jurn, 5, 1968 
'horlotto, >1. 28"01 

l-lr. TTobert Y. hirrhy 
Special Agent in Charge 

edornl Bur~ou of Invostication 
Jefferson ~tandard Building 
Chnrlotte, forth C.rolina 

Dear Y.r . :t:rphy: 

!bis letter will confirm telephone conversation ;,1th fpecial /,gent 
-:,- v!'or;l Williams or :,our oftico on JuM J, 1968. At !Jwt time 
Special ~gent liilliams was advised th.st a K"S. l"itch, not 1'Jrther 
ider.Ufiod, of -bunt Holly, .• c. , telephone 827-,679, alleged t.hat 
she had info~tion conr-orni"" t"" ind;l:virlu 1 believed to have been 
responsible for the murder of Dr . Hortin Luther King • 

• '.rs . Fit.ch was informed that I would hsve a representative of your 
rurc u ·ont ct hor rather than h"ve her tu.rrd.sb the infonution to 

~.,. and then have it repeated to you • 

• pecial Jeent ~I.nude , . T\,via, Jr., oft.his offico, hNI -'vu,od tmt 
te is acquainted vith l'.rs. Fitch end that it is his opinion that •he 
riy be ecC!'lntric; h<>wtvtn·, indicoa of thia office 00 not reflect ho 

•;is ever officially COllle to the attention of this Service . 

:hould additional informatior. co-e to our attentio~,:,,,,, vi.Ube 
edv1'ied. 

,,.-, Sincerely, 

V 

~~. - I 
John H, Gr1"'os, Jr . 
Special gent in Char e / 

Kttp Frudom JI/ Your F111un IVitb U.S. Savi11t/ Bond, 
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