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Rauting Slip
T (R, 3=3 {Copies ta Difices Checked)

TO:

2=22-08

Re:  MURKIN
PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED

-\

o} SEMCHED L o IMDENED
SemauTeD. Lo oL

reward money offered in the M

{ sources that ac-

Howard newspapers and that in additi

i
usinessmen and citizens in Memphis have

offered several
thousands more and the Memphis City Council has under-
written the reward up to a total of §100, 000,
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Date: May 21, 1988

insmit the following In

Vype in ploiniext of codel

Alrtel

P riority)

To: All SACs
LEGATS, Mexico City
Ottawa

, qgl From; Direetor, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

For your information and investigative
assistance, subject James Earl Ray has been known to
consort with prostitutes and "street bums." A photograph
of subject was obtained from a prostitute in Mexico,.

This photograph showing subject wearing sunglasses was
previocusly forwarded to your office,

This should be borme in mind in your daily
contact with informants, officers of vice squads and
prostitutes in covering leads in connectiom with this
and other cases,

Armed and dangerous,

Sent Via
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Unireo Cameus @wistian Minisray
Dutham, Norgh Carolina

HERBERT H. EATON, Director May 20, 1968

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoowver:

This letter comes to report to you conversations that
were overheard on the eve of the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. The conversation might be a lead into. the
solution of this murder.

This conversation was coverheard in a community in
Granville County, Worth Carclina. A Negro overhaard two
white men talking. One of the white men was considered as
being rich and both were known as being members of the Klu
Klux Klan. One man was heard saying to the other, "That
big mouth down there won't live to carry out what he aims
to do the day after tomorrow. We have a man on the way down
there to take care of that gquy and he don't miss. The bullets
he use really do the job".

The day after the assassination the Negro recalled overhearing
the conversation and reported it to me, not knowing what else to
do. He did not hear them mention the name of Martin Luther Eing,
nor did he understand them to have been referring to a Negro.

The person will talk to FBI officials only in my presence | |
and at night, for he is afraid for the safety of his family |
if it is known that he fingerpointed any individual in his i
community.

If you think that this has any merit, your agents may
contact me for further exploration.

Very truly yours,
o

/A.""{"-"_,- _p’.-"'f"."'_'-:

Herbert H.

NDEXED
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Date:

Transmit the following in

[ i"n-:r in r::'-Jl'.nI:r'l.i oF cadel

Airtel

/To: SAC, Charlotte (44-1385)
v From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Herbert H.| Eaton - complainant.
—————— ! - . ~

Enclosed are ftwo coples of a letter I[rom
complainant dated 5/20/68B, indicating he may be in
possession of informationp which is pertinent to this
case.

You should immediately interview Mr, Eaton
and orelly acknowledge receipt of his letter at that
time. Conduct necessary interviews and set out appropriate
lends,

Enclosures (2)

1 - SAC, Memphis (44-1987) (info)

SERALITED & I'fr' _,-.._..

ﬂ 2 73 1968 |

— CHARLOTT 1_! |
|G{ t*anf

__INDEXED
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AGENTS " MEMO NO, 209
SERIES 1968
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

MEMO ALL AGENTS:
RE: MURKIN

By airtel to all SACs dated 5/9/68, the Bureau advised
as follows:

In order to cover the posaibility that subject, JAMES
EARL RAY, may have died since commission of the crime, each office
covering state capitals should check to ascertain if any record
of unidentified dead is maintained and if so, records should be
checked for the period from 4/5/68, to date, for any information
which might possibly identify subject RAY with an unidentified
deceased person. If no central record repository is maintained,
you should in connection with your contacts with law enforcement
agencies, make appropriate inquiry relative to unidentified dead.

On 5/20/68, contact was made with officials at the
North Carolina Bureau of Vital Statistics, Raleigh, N. C., who
advised that agency maintains records of unidentified deceased,
only after burial of same. Currently, there is only one such
record which concerns a white female found murdered in Wake County
recently. The officials advised that the identities of bodies
not buried would be known only to the coroner in various counties
throughout North Carolina.

Coroners in all counties should be contacted upon the
next visit by an Agent to that county.

# % & %k %k &k %k k & & k % k k % k %k * ok k &k k Kk ® %k %k * ok k W ok k & %

By letter to all offices dated 5/20/68, the Bureau
advised all SACs should promptly remind established, cooperative
news sources in a discreet, tactful manner of the existence of
May 23, 1968

: chw

44-1365
66-138
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RE: MURKIN

substantial reward money leading to the arrest and conviction of
the killer of KING. This money now totals at least $100, 000,
The FBI should not, however, be publicized as the source of this
reminder.

Contacts with cooperative news sources is being handled
separately. However, the Bureau by routing slip dated 5/22/68,
advised, "in the event of inquiries regarding the identity of the
sources of the reward money offered in the MUREIN case, you may
confidentially advise established sources that according to a
compilation set forth in the 4/27/68, edition of the "Commercial
Appeal”, Memphis, Tenn., $25,000 each has been offered by the
"Commercial Appeal" and "Scripps Howard newspapers", and that in
addition, businessmen and citizens in Memphis have offered several
thousands more and the Memphis City Council has underwritten the
reward up to a total of $100,000,

-*llllt.'lr'!:t-t:l*$t!¥tt*t#l‘j*t*-ﬁl#¥1***.$

By airtel dated 5/21/68, to all SACs, the Bureau advised
as follows:

"For your information and investigative assistance,
subject JAMES EARL RAY has been known to comsort with prostitutes
and 'street bums'. A photograph of subject was obtained from a
prostitute in Mexico. This photograph showing subject wearing
sunglasses was previously forwarded to your office,.

"This should be borne in mind in your daily contacts
with informants, officers of vice squads, and prostitutes in
covering leads in connection with this and other cases."”

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAY CHARLOTTE (170-650) OATE 5/24/68

et 51 | R (Prak)
FROM SA GUY B. SODEN
IPCl [IPSt [TIR
sugjecr:. EDDIE B. BATTLE X1 PRI GHETTO
Dartes of Contact

| 4/19, 30/68; 5/2/68, 5/9/68.

Titles and File 48 on which coatnoted

—MNURKIN s e N o
_POCAM AN 157=5541

1"1'.!'.-:.1:' mnd resulis of contact
X | NEGATIVE

POSITIVE
STATISTIC

Informant stated that he has heard nothing
concerning any planned retaliation in connection with the
death of MARTIN LUTHER KING and further advised he has heard
nothing concerning any individuals or groups of individuals

attempting to cause trouble in connection with the Poor
People's March.

x!:rl' srenant cerd [Tled that he haa Huting Covernge
fumished all bnfo on oblained
by him since last contect,

SEA
SLM ALY
1 -170-650 Mar o 4 1968

(1 '= 44-1365 N2 d sl L O P
1 - 157-5541 ( L L ] {,H’ ‘
GBS:gc :
(3)
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum
SBAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P) DATE: 5/24/68

SA CRAWFORD F. WILLIAMS

SUBJECT: MURKIN

By radiogram dated 5/22/68, to all SACs, the
Bureau advised as follows:

"Inasmuch as RAY is known to stay at 'flophouses'
and lower class roominghouses, all offices are to
furnish copy of Identification Order regarding RAY to
Salvation Army and other charitable=type missions.'

Each Senior Resident Agent is requested to have
the Salvation Army and other charitable-type missions contacted
a8 instructed by the Bureau. For use in this regard, there are
attached two (2) 1.0.s and 2 Wanted Flyers concerning subject
RAY. In the event additional I.0.8 or Wanted Flyers are needed,
Charlotte should be advised in order that same can be obtained
from the Bureau.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

(Tgf— Charlotte (44-1365)

F,I ;
= .'_w-.l' - )ﬁ}
CFW:cbw WAEAY

(19) :I{':.L & J =
. 2 [ SEARCHED INDEXED L
semALZED Lo TILED G
MAY,2 4 1968

A ".E."‘.'_.'_' ARLOTTE

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regrlarly on the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Vel =t i ot

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




6/28/68

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P)
MURKIN
RE: HERBERT H, EATON - COMPLAINANT
Re Bureau airtel dated 5/22/68.

On 5/24/68, HERBERT %. EATON, 1001 Plum Bt,,
Durham, N, C., N. C. C ] aplain, was contacted by SA
CHARLES S. MILLER re contents of letter to Bureau dated
6/20/68. EATON stated he would make contact with his source

on Sunday, 5/26/68, and arrange for a meeting with SA CHARLES
B. MILLER,

On 5/27/68, EATON reported arrangements for
contnct with source that night;

On B/27/68, CLRHENCE ROYSTER, Rt. 1, Box 110B,
Clarksville, Va., Oxford, N. €. lephone Number 919-693-5205,
A Negro male, approximately 4V years old, who requésted his
identity protected, advised on 4/3/6B, at approximiircly
9:00 p.m., he went to the Puckett Grocery and Drug Store at
Stovall, N. C., where he awnited the return of a drugigt to
f£i1l a prescription, He wailted for approximately 30 minutes,
During part of thiéas time, he heard the grocer, MELVIN EEEEET?J
a white male, in his 60's, talking with a white Tarmer,
also in his 60's, approximately 6' and medium size, in
overalls. PUCKETT was discussing the recemt deelaraticn
of ROBERT EKENNEDY as a candidate for President.

ROYSTER said he had not paid close attention to
the conversation until he heard PUCKETT say something about
4 man "carrying on down yonder." He then continued seaying
in effect "that big mouth down there won't live to carry out
what he aims to do the day after tomorrow."” He continued
to say "they have a man on the way down to take care of him
who wouldn't miss because he was a good shooter."

3. - Bureau 1 - Memphis/ s /7 ¥z,
{4 - Charlotte 7 X e F et
“5M rog ; ﬂ' o 2 Fir

(8) =, i, P— g 7/

—y
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CE 44-13865

ROYSTER stated that from previous acquaintance
with PUCKETT, he was aware PUCKETT did mot 1like the late
President KENNEDY or his brother, At no time did ROYSTER
hear any mention of the name of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
and he did not have any specific information as to the identity
of the intended victim nor the mame of the person "they" sent
to shut him up, ROYSTER emphasized| that he had reported the
information to his minister, FLOYD TON, Creedmoor, N. C.,
on a confidential basis on the 'ITiE} that it might have
bearing on the assassination of Revi KING, but he, ROYSTER,
had no additional information in thé matter whatsoever,
ROYSTER added further that he had béen the only other
individual present in the store at the time of the conversation.
At about the time the above cpmments were made, MELVIN
PUCKETT'S brother, ULYSSBES C.| PUCKETT, came to the store and
filled the prescriptioi and™ “Yoit,

ROYSTER expressed the opinion that PUCKETT was a
member of the looal unit of the KKKE. He based this opinion
on the fact PUCKETT has a Citizens Band Radio in the store
and one of the numbers on his' 1list was that of the EEKK.

ROYSTER further repgrted that three PARHAM brothers
operated a garage at Bullock, (N, C., known as the Bullock
Garage, He understood DAVE DARNAM left Bullock, N, C.,
about two days prior to 4/4/68, driving a red Mustang,

He was gone for approximately ¢ne week before returning
driving a light blue Mustang. |He stated DAVE, a white male,
in his 30's or 40's, who, insofar as he knew, had moved to
the vicinity of Bullock during the summer of 1967. ROYSTER
stated that he thought possibly DAVE PARHAM could have been
the person referred to by PUCKETT although he was unaware
of any association whatsoever between PUCKETT and PARHAM,
Furthermore, he had heard some conversation indicating DAVE
PARHAM had been gone during the week of 4/4/68, on duty
with the Natiomal Guard.

-
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CE 44-1365

LEAD:

CHARLOTTE

AT STOVALL AND BULLOCK, N. C.

Will conduct appropriate investigation re PUCKETT
and PARHAM and keep the Bureau advisdd.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, CHARLOTTE (lLl-1365)

FROM

3A ANTHONY PALMISANO

SUBRJECT:
J MURKIN

Ra Memo of SA CRA . WILLIAMS dated 5/21,/68,

on 5/27/68 Mrs, E.M. DANISLS, Secrstary, Salvation Army,
1001 East King St., Kinston, N.C, , was furnished with a copy
of 1.0, W182, On 5/2B8/68 Mrs, M. ELLIS, Secretary, Salvation
Army, 610 Worth Willism St., Gdéldsboro, N.C., was also furnishsd
with a copy of I,0, 4182,

Both Mra, DANIELS and Mra, ELLIS weare advised of the fusitive
status of JAMES EARL RAY and both stated they would be alert fop
hils presence, sShould he appesr at alther of the sbove eatablishmsnts,
Both stated they would advise the #BI if they receivied any information
concerning the whereabouts of RAY. :

ARMED AND DANGEROTIS

n vt If{i
LAl

Buy U.5. Savings Bonds Regulariy on the Payroll Savings Flan
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5/29/68

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P)

MURKIN

ReBuairtel to Charlotte 5/22/68, re HERBERT H. EATON,
and CE airtel to Buz:auu 5/28/68.

.on 5/28/68, MELVIN PUCKETT, Puckett's Grocery Store,
Stovall, N. C., advised that he and his brother, ULYSSES,
operate a combination drug stors and grocery store in the
Stovall community, of Granville County, N. C. PUCKETT
stated that he cannot recall any conversation in which ha
was alleged to have participated on 4/3/68, concerning the
announcefl candidacy of BOBBY EENNEDYhor could he reecall
making any statement to the effect that "That man won't
live to carry cut what he aims to do, we have a man ocn the
way to get him." PUCKETT advised that he often discusses
current events with customers and that ha would be unable to
even guess the identity of the farmer with whom he was
speaking on 4/3/68. PUCKETT advised that the statement as
described abovae, does not sound familiar to him and that he
could ndl imagine any conversation where he would have made or
even recall hearing such a statement.

3 - Bureau
1 = Memphis (Info.) (44=1987)
<1 = Charlotte
JTR2 {mh e A
(5) L A0
| LY,

akhlAadil "! JRLLL .

SEARCHID &/ ~—ROEKD
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CE 44-1365

PUCKETT stated that the only group that he is a menber
of is the Stovall Baptist Church. He stated he had no further
information which could shed any light on the conversations
in referenced Bureau airtel.

on 5/28/68, ROBERT HYLER, Grocery store ownex,
Bullock, W. C., advised he is acguainted with the PARHAM
Brothers who own and operata the Bulleck Garage. HYLER advised
that the PFARHAM brothers have operated this garage since
2/68; to the best of his knowledge are law-abiding citizens.

\ DHB advised he believes thers are three brothers, D. A. PARHAM,
b\ LEMIS DARHAM and GRAHAM PA + ,HYLER advised that all three
oy brothers reside in Granviile County, N. C.

b |
'l On 5/28/68, DAVID A, PARHAM, JR. was contacted at
his place of employment, the Bullock Garage, Bullock, M. C.,
and he advised that he and his brothers have been operating
the garage since early in 1968, and that he is the mechanic,
LENIE is employed by IBM Corporation in Durham, N.C., and his
brother, GRAHAM is a farmer in Granville County, N.C.

PARHAM advised he does not nor ever has owned &
Mustang of any color; however, he was driving a red Camaro,
Chevrolet, around the beginning of April, 1968, for a couple
of days. He advised that he did not leave Granville County,
N. C., during April, 1968, until he was called up as a member
of the N. C. National Guard on 4/5/68, as a result of the
racial disturbances at that time.

The following deseription was cbtained from interview
and ocbservation:
2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CE 44~-1365

Name DAVID ALGER PARHAM, JR.
Race White

Sex Male

DOB 10/31/43

POB Granville Co., N.C.
Height 59"

Weight 180 l1bs.

Eyes Hazel

Hair Sandy blond

Build Husky

Marital Status Married

Occupation Mechanic

In view of the foregoing information, the
Charlotte Division is conducting no further investigation
regarding this matter.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum
SAC(LL =1365) DATE: 5/28/68
SA WILLIAM HARRIS
SUBJECT:
Re Agent's Memo dated 209
On 5/24,/68 Dr. JOHN L. WILLIAMS, C oner, Stanly County, Albemarle,
16

N.C. advised that he had no uniden 'ied dead.

on 5/28/68 Rufus Honeycutt, Coroner, Rowan County, China Grove, N.C.
advised that there are no unidentified dead in county.

WA =) 3

SEARCHED,

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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SERIECT

I\HEI!‘\I ATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

(137-2129) ¥ My 29,1968

David W. Wa tescn gl s —1 R (Frob

R

CE=2216=C

Fu rlﬁ.- I;ELE:EI.'. -L:ﬁl:nl';llyl

8 of Contact
May L and 28, 1968
nd I'ile #8 mn which contocted
57-11{1?}4.- UNSUB=Thaft of$6,870.00 in Jewelery and 1l Bulesve—Portebl
Stereo=iloy's um.rn]:w 175 §H, Main 3%,, Mooremiille,H.C.
March ;-1’-'-&1;. 1G65- ,51"
ST=11816=UnNStB= Tholt tr‘[‘_u'rﬁtlﬂ'l:l_ in "atoliae, Aings and Uismonds
i from Luptls Jewelers, Futaw -u-or-ﬁint el e L LT

N.C, Aprd]l N, 1968~ ITSP

|HEGATIVE
FOSITIVE  Informant advised he had no information on eny of the
STATISTIC gbove three llsted casea,

3ince Informant has not furnished any pertinent
information for long pericd of time 1t is recommended
insta nt ocase be CLOSED.

nformunt cerl
urm st III
by him w

jd= 137-312G

1- .!1?..4.1 ol
1- 87-11716
3= _L4~1365 Doww
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AIRT

T0: BAC, LOS ANGELES (Bl-1574)

FROM: GAC, ALBANY [-"»---41--' (r)

MUUEKIN

CR
Re Los Angeles airtel to Buresa 5/22/58.

AAI:GH? ANDREW YOUNO was recontacted G{fjf?“
Docktor's Pet ...E"Iu{".-l" Fal rmount 'h'h'r ng Cente Syracus
N.Y., and tm idu’:t.ln ipd the photograph of TJ',,L :'1'. EDWARD
PACKETT, SEflTWA as being the *ndl {dunl he met at the
bar in ‘hn Lcl.nlt.:r of the Clark liotel on 4/17/68. He stated
that he recalled this individusl had a southern accent and
made soag comment about being from Tennesses.

]

In view of this identificatisn no further
inveatigation belng condvcted regarding this sapect of case,

2=Los Angeles ARMED AND pDANGEROUS
2<Memohie (44-198
1-Atlanta {
1-Hrmingham
litharigtte (Info)
l-Detroit (Info)
l-Kansas City (Info)
l=-Inoxville (Info
l=-Las Vegas (Info
l=-Miami (44=-1064) (Info)
L-}obile (Info)

=Albany
RERtad

(1
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UNITED STATES r:L.._.l-!Nw-"\.“i-

Memorandum
AC (Ll =-1365)

IILLIAM HAHRRI3

Re Memo of SA C.F. WILLIAMS dated 5/24 /68

On 5/29/68 Sheriff Halph MeSwaln, Albemarle, N.C. advised
that there was no Salvation Army Mission or Transit Home in Stanly
County.

On 5/29/68 Capt. Richard Jones, Salvation Army, Brinkle
Ferry Roed, Salisbury, N.C. was alerted as to the subject and

furnizhad an I.0.

SA Vander Gast Bovering lead in Cabarrus Coun

_(/ (/ _,.'r - ,r‘/ A7 - _/..
i ¢ e
| sEARTHED imDEET

| SERIALIZED st FILE( s ’
N4 1968/

h =i CHARLDTTE

«/ ..L,é,{.a-:f Fa— [/"]
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I\III D STATES CGOVERNMENT

Memorandum

W (137-3328) T May 29, 1968
€l 1] R {Prab)
David W, “atascon Pil ]

Jtephen F. Janco

Ha-—v-k-end-28,-1968 r

e-?—lla*?h— HEAUB=The s of $0,070.33 in {walrg and -1 Bulova Fertabl
= ’tﬂgo- Rey's umlr;g, 175 N, Main St.gMloresville, H,C.
Maroh 23-2i,1960-ITSP

37=1171lb= THSUB = Theft of #45,000, in Watehes, fings and LClamonda
__from Cuptls Jewelers, fuits w Shopping Cénter, Fayettevil
N.C. April 14, 1968- ITAP

[Pl B3REu - BRALE
|HEGATIVE
x POSITIVE

EEATIETIC Informant advised he had no information ra ths gbove

three liated casea.

V. Good No Change
Alternate Agent- 3A Inness R. Carlscn i ?/ =4
1- 137-3320

1= 87T=1169F f s '-'_|.r s R
1= O7=11716 | f ) 1968

1= lli=136% f/}m” jﬁj;“a-.!-r-'lf'
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IAC, MEMPHIS (44-=1

BAC, CHARLOTTE (44

MUREIN
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ME £44-1987
CE 44-1365
CI'W: chw

1

RE: INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLING
JAMES EARL RAY,
TRYON PLAZA MOTEL,
—— TRYON, NORTH CAROLINA

By communication dated May 22, 1968, the Columbia
Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation advised as
follows:

On the night of May 1B, 1968, BILL REID, a former
officer of the Greer, South Carolina, Police Department, who
now resides at Tryon, North Caroline, mdvised that he had
observed an individuzl at the Tryon Plaza Motel at Tryon,
North Carolina, on Mav 18, 1968, who fits the description of
and bears a resemblance to JAMES EARL RAY. REID stated he
did not know the name of this individual but he was occupying
f the office at the motel,

the third room east o
The following investigation was conducted by SA JOHN

R at Tryon, North Carolina;

May 27, 8, Mrs la
North Carolina, advised that she reecalls
3 i85 her daughter, Mrs. THELMA BURGETT, worked part
the day on Saturday. Mrs. GORDON advised that three doors
east of the office would be Room 9 at the Tryon Plaza Motel.
Mrs. GORDON advised that her registration cards reflect that
Room 9 on May 185, 1968, was cccupied by J. FLEETWOOD SIENIER,
148 Fasti Seventh Street, Jacksonville, Florida, representing
the Massey Company. irs, GOR advised that the registration
card indicates he drove a Plymouth with Florida license 2-=66110,

it

Mrs., GORDON further advised that Roomn 9 wos occupied
by R, L., BONE, 2103 South Main Street, Greenwocd, South
Carcli on May 19, 1968. This card indicated that Mv. BONE
represented the Saco Lowell Shops and was driving a 1865
Chevrolet with South Caroling license E-131608., Mrs. GORDOH
rdvised that she has always been an avid detective story 1
and has been gt L ination of MARTIN LUTHER
vory close 5 Hre. advised that she has not seen
2t the motel whe res 5 the photogra
which Eper
JRDON advised thet she and
IT; have talked about the
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ME 44=1887
CE 44-1365
2

On May 27, 18G8, Mrs. THELMA BURGETT, Tryon Plaza
Motel, adyvised that she recalls workipg part-time on Saturday,
May 18, 1668, Mrs., BURGETT sdvised she does not rectll anyonea

resembling the photograph of RAY registering at the motel.

Mrs. BURGETT advised there was an incident at the
motel at that time as an individual had come 1o the motel,
registering as a single and later she found out he had a
woman in the room. Mrs. BURGETT advised she approached this
individual snd told him to come to the office, and pay the
additional price for a second person in the room. Mrs, BURGETT
advised that when | got to the office, she discovered he had
not re :tered and asked him to register at that time. Mrs.
BURGETT advised that this individual refused to register,
stating that it was too late. Mrs. BURGETT advised that this
individual was a nice-=looking men; however, he did not fit
the description or photograph of “JAMES EARL RAY which appeared
in the local paper.
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6/5/68

AIRTEL

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

There are being furnished Memphis herewith 15 copiles
of an insert concerning an individoal who reportedly fite the
description of subject RAY observed at the Tryon Plaza Motel,
Tryon, N. C.

BILL REID, mentioned in the enclosed imsert, furnished
the information telephonically to BA JACK C. WARD at
Greenville, 8. C., on 5/18/68.

2 = Memphis (44=1987) (Enecl. 15)
(1)~ Charlotte (44-1365)

CFW:cbw
(3) 2/

.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) 6/4/68
FROM IC MARION E, HILLIARD
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Bureau radiogram to all SACs dated 5/23/68,

Mr. EDWARD WADE, Director, Driver's License Section,
North Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles, Raleigh,
North Carolina, on May 23, 1968, advised that if possible, he
would be happy to furnish the FBI a list of all driver's
license issued from April 1 through May, 1968,

Mr. WADE further advised that Mr. LAERON ROBERTS
is the programmer of the Data Processing Unit of the Driver's
License Section and that this job would have to be performed
by Mr. ROBERTS,

On May 23, 1968, Mr. ROEERTS advised Mr. WADE and
IC MARION E. HILLIARD that he would be happy to do this job
for the FBI; however, it would take him some time to program
and run the magnetic tape as the magnetic tape for all driver's
licenses issued in the #ate of North Carolina would have to
be screened.

On May 31, 1968, Mr, ROBERTS was reantacted, at
which time he advised that he was working on this project
and that it was very possible that he would finish this
project by June 7, 1968,
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MURKIN

Re Columbla airtel to Charlotte dated 5/22/68.

On 5/27/68, Mrs. RUTH GORDON, Tryon Flaza
Motel, Tryon, N. C., advised that she recalls 5/18/68
a8 her daughter, Mrs, THEILMA BURGETT, worked part on
of the day on Saturday. Mrs. GORDON advised that three
doors east of the office would be Room 9 at the Tryon
Flaza Motel. Mra. GOREDON advised that her reglistration
cards reflect that Room 9 on 5/18/68, was cccupied by
J. FLEETWOOD SIENIER, 148 East Seventh Street, Jacksonville,
Florida, representing the Massey Company. Mrs. GORDON
advised that the registration card indicates he drove

& Plymouth with Florida license 2-66110,

Mrs. GORDON further adviaed that Room 9 was
occcupied by R, L, BONE, 2103 South Main, Greenwood, S. C.,
en 5/19/68., This card indicated . that Mr. BONE represented
the Saco Lowell Shops and was driving a 1965 Chevrolet
with 5. €. license E131608. Mrs. GORDON advised that she
has always been an avid detective story reader and has been
following the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING very
closely. Mra. GORDON advised that she has not seen anyone
at the motel who resemblés the photograph of JAMES EARL
BAY which appeared 1in the local paper,

Mrs. GORDON advised that she and her daughter,
Mrs. THELMA BURGETT, have talked about the assassination
and no mentlion of any individual in the motel resembling
RAY has been discussed.

on 5/27/68, Mrs. THELMA BURGETT, Tryon Flaza Motel,
advised that she recalls working part-time on Saturday,
5/18/68. Mrs. BURGETT advised she does not recall anyone
regembling the photograph of RAY\registering at the motel.
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CE L4-1365

Mrs. BURGETT advised there was an incident
at the motel at that time as an individual had come to
the motl, registering as a single and later she found
out he had a woman in the room. Mrs. BURGETT adviszed
she approached this individual and told him to come to
the office, and pay the additional price for a second
person in the room. Mrs. BURGETT advised that when he
got to the office, she discovered he had not registered
and asked him to register at that time. Mrs. BURGETT
advised that this individual refused to regiaster, stating
that 1t was too late. Mrs, BURGETT advised that this
individual was a nice-looking man: however, he did not
fit the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY which appeared in
the local paper.
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