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JOHN TERRY

5323 Rutherglass

Houston, Texas

Texas liecense NB2767, Chevrolet

W, B, HAKEY
618 Venice
- Sugar Land, Texas

JAMES P, EADIE

3604 Milton 1
Dallas, Texas T
Tennessee license, Ford (rented)

DUANE E, FULLER

2154 East 3300 Street

Salt Lake City, Utah

Utah license BDS5L7, Plymouth

C. W. MILES

2716 NWorthfields Road
Charlottesville, Virginis
Virginia license 54031, Buick

JAMES H, MNASH

4914 TPoplar

Alexandria, Virginia :

Texas license FIEP 244, Mercedes

H. A. SEWELL

South 418 Avenue

Newport, Washington %
Washington license PEG531, Ford

JIMMIE B, BORKOWITZ

2817 E. 12th

Cheyenne, Wyoming ;
Wyoming license 2-386E, Chevrolet
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B :
'ED&!. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

' 4/24/69
| I ' d Date_ L
BEOOKS PHILLIPS, Ouwner, Southern Motel, Highway 72
West, Corinth, Mississippl, made savailable the motel regis-
tration records for the period March 29, 1968, through
April 3, 19568, The following individusls were registered
during this period:

GLEN M, SWICEGOOD

501 South Cherokee Avenue

Dothan, Alabama .

(Foreign Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention)

F. C, McGINNIS

125 Lake Drive, Northeast
Birmingham, Alabama

Alabama license 1-56569, Chevrolet

T A Ft‘_‘l-‘..!.I,'-?Y
Sheffield, Alabama

L. 0. ELLIS
Sheffield, Alabama

"JACK CORNELIUS
413 Tia Juania Street
Muscle Shoals, Alabama

EARL CRAWFORD

Route 4

El Dorado, Arkansas

Arkansas license J=5092

; %
ERVIN SHERWOOD

118 South Harrison

DeWlitt, Arkansas Al : .::I' Q‘TAE'E

On 4/15/69 ., Corinth, Mississippi Jackson 157-9586

Flle g

SA FRANCIS G, HONAN /bdb ' 4/21/69
= Dole diclated H

This docemant santains netthar racomemandonons aar conclussons of the FOI 10 iy e proparty of he FBU and l laned

Mond (%
“rd Il contonts are aol fo be dhitributed sutilde your egengy
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BLOUNT
,enardo Drive, S.W
Georgis

: Contracting Con ;Ji.::_';.":l

R. C. BOEO
212 North West
Waukegan, Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. C. F. CRACE
2920 Grail
Wichita, Kansas

GEORGE WALEER

14 Hilby Road

Louigville, Kentucky
“License J29-270, Chevrolet

Mr. and Mrs. 1‘."[. PLATT
‘P, 0, Box 153
Angola, Louisiana

CJOHN D, SHMITH
2334 Coronet Place

Jackson, Mississippi

M. COLEMAN ]
9764 MeCoughan Avenue
Long Beach, Mississippi

SHIRLEY JACKSON
4 Elm Street
Natchez, Mississippi

JIMMIE L, KIMERY
Byhalia, Mississippl
License 47=-504, 1965 Dodge

214 Pollard

JAMES L., TERPO

Batesville, Mississippi
License 54-1293, 1966 Plymouth

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Jn 157-9586
3

JAMES E. SWOPE
Box 97

University, Mississippi

Reverend WILSOR W, BOGGAN
+-Box 643
Lucedale, Mississippi
George County Baptist Association

JAMES E, WASHBURN
Caruthersville, Missouri

_TOMMY LEE JONES
P, 0, Box 5352

{. Releigh, North Carolina

JOE BEE (illegible) and family
34 Clemson Drive :
Aiken, South Carolina

SAM NORRIS
56 North McLean
Memphis, Tennessee

JOE M. SMITH
. Memphis, Tennessee

0 T JVER HERDERSON
£050 Kenach

Memphis, Tennecssece

FLOYD PALMER

427 Worth Craham
Memphis, Tennessee
License PR 9481

ELIZABETH TRULY
130 Merth Willomet
Dallas, Texas

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Bureau ajirtel, dated

to Bureau, dated 4/15/69, and Jac

dated 4/18/69.
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JN 157-9586

Enclosed for each office, except for Memphis and
Birmingham, is one copy of referenced Bureau airtel, dated
4/7/69.

As directed by Bureau, a review of all motel records
for the period March 29, to April 3, 1948, of motels in Corinth,
Miss., made and the names of those individuals registered at the
motels during this period have been obtained, and Cheir names
are revealed on appropriate FD-302s. One copy each of the
FD-302s, where appropriate, are being submitted to the
appropiate offices, as set out below:

FD-302 Division

Mrs. LOUISE EREWER, Mgr.

Round=-Town Motel Birmingham
Chicago
Dallas
Detroit
Indianapolis
Jacksonville
Kansas City
Little Rock
Louisville
Memphis
HMiami
Milwaulkee
New York
Omaha
St. Louis
Springfield
Tampa

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 157-9586

FD-302

Mr. DON M.
Holiday Inn

S TRICKLAND, P
Motel

WALTER COUTURE, Mer.
Cannoneer Motel

=]

i -
or
1248

Division

Atlanta

Birmingham /

Charlotte
Chicago
Cincinnati
Columbia
Dallas
Denver
Detroit
Houston
Indianapolis
Jacksonville
Kansas City
Knoxville
Little Rock
Louisville
Memphis

Albany
Atlanta
Birmingham
Cincinnati
Denver
Detroit
Indianppolis
Kansas City
Knoxville
Memphis
Miami
Milwaulkee

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Miami
Minneapolis
Mobile

Newark

New Haven

New Orleans
New York
Oklahoma City
Omaha

Philade lphia
Richmond

Salt Lake City
Savannah
Seattle
Springfield
Tampa

Minneapolis
Mobile

New Orleans
New York
Oklahoma City
Omaha
Philadelphia
sacramento
St. Louis
Savannah
Springfield
Tampa




H 157-9586

EROOKS FHILLIPS, COwner,
Southern Motel

HOWARD STARNES, Mgr.,
Illinois Motel

WILLIAM PHILLIPS . Owner,
Phillips Motel

H. C, FREEMAN, Owner and
Operator, Carona Plaza Motel

Divis ion

Atlante
Birmingham /
Charlotte ¥
Chicago
Columbia
Dallas

Kansas City

Atlanta
Birmingham
Chicago
Cleve land
Dallas
Detroit
Indianapolis
Jacksonville
ansas City

Atlanta
Birmingham
Clewve land
Columbia
Dallas
Detroit
Kansas City
Enoxville

Birmingham
Chicago
Cleveland
Dallas
Denver
Houston
Indianapolis
Kansas City
Louisville

Memphis

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Little Rock
Louisville
Memphis
Mobile

New Orleans
St. Louis

Knoxville
Little Rock
Memphis
Milwaulee
Mobile

St. Louis
Savannah
Springfield
Tampa

Little Rock
Los. Angeles
Memphis
Omaha
SacramentCo
St. Louis
San Diecgo

Miami
Minneapolis
Mobile
Oklahoma City




JN 157-9586

FD-302

Mrs. FREDDIE GLOVER, Owner,

Merry Acres Motel

Mrs. BERRY (SHIRLEY) SMITH,
Owner and Manager,

El-Ray Motel

Mr. PAUL HAYES, Mgr.,

Dixie Court

J. H. WICKER, Mgr.,

No=El Motel

Mrs. G. N. PRUETTE, Owner,

Teetotum Motel

Mrs., BERRY (SHIRLEY) SMITH,
Nite-Fall Motel

Division

Birmingham
Little Rock
Men phis

Birmingham
Chicago
Cleveland
Columbia
Dallas
Detroit

Memphis
Milwaukee

Albuquerque
Atlanta
Birmingham
Buffalo
Detroit
Indianapolis
Knoxville

Memphis

Atlanta
Indianapolis
Little Rock
Memphis
Minneapolis

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Milwaukea
Minneapolis
Springfield

Indianapolis
Memphis
Miami

New Orleans
Sc, Louis
Spr ingfield

Little Rock
Memphis

New Orleans
Oiclahoma City
Savannah
Springfield
Tampa

Omaha
Richmond
5t. Louis
Springfield




JN 157-9586

A Xerox copy of each motel registration has been
made by the Jackson Division, and copies of these reglstrations
are béeing maintained in the bulky exhibit file of Jackson
File 157-9586.,

It is noted on the registrations that there is
registration frem Saskatchewan, Canada, at the Round-Town
Motel, and a registration from Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada,
at the Holiday Inn, during the pertinent period. It is
being left to the discretion of Memphis, the Office of
Origin, as to whether appropriate LHM should be submitted
to the Bureau to have these individuals identified in Canada.

The names of those individuals appearing on the motel
registrations who reside within the Jackson Division are being
identified through indices check in the Jackson Office and
appropriate credit and criminal being conducted within the
cities in which they indicate they reside.

LEADS:

ALL RECEIVING OFFICES

All offices receiving copiles of this communication
will review the FD-302s which they have received for names of
those individuals who reside within their respective divisions
and will review the names through the approgpr jate office indices
and will iL]rnt;_:":; the individual th: 1.1;:1-',]: :‘Jr:]'u‘l:;?l‘f-"l-"t.' credit and
criminal check, and if deemed advisable, will interview the
individual if there is a possibilicty of any association with
JAMES EARL RAY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FO-38 (Rav. 13-13-38)

Transmit the following in —

A IRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-3BE6l)

FROM: SAC,

MEMPHI1S.~ (44-19E87)

SUBJECT: MURKINY

Bureau advised that in
14M BRADFORD HUIE stated
ight of 4/2/68 in a motel
tructed Jackson to review
inth to determine the identities
ing the period 3/29/68 to
Juckson Office advised
Corinth, Miss., had been

nimeé 2nd aliases and had been
née number. Nothing

d.

By airtel dated 4/7,/8%, the
a third "Look™ magazine article
that JAMES EARL RAY had spant the
near Corinth, Mizs. The Bureau 1
motel records in and around Co
of individuals registered thare dur
4/3/68, By airtel dated 4/18/66
the Bureau that motel records
reviewed under the subject true
reviewed for subject's Alabama 1ics
identifiable with the subject was

2

the

locate

Mizmi
Milwvau
Hinnea

Bureau 2 -
Albany 2z -

g

Albuguerque
Atlanta
Birmingham
Buffalo
Charlotte
Chicago
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Columbina
Dallas
Denver
Detroit
Houston
Indianapolin
Jackson
Jacksonville
Kansns City
Knoxville
Little Rock
Los Angeles
Louisville

B3 B3 KD BO BO B3 B3 B3 B3 B3 B B3 b BI B B BIIBI BI B B2 B2

olis
Moblile
Nowark

New Haven
New Orleana
New York
Ok lahoma
Oma hi
Phil ,:vlphin
Riz -

City

Eﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁ_*_“jggg
T T TR

MAY 1 & 1989
e $0.7 Lo

nringfield
L i
2 ~ Wemphis

Approved;

Elpnsent ,, .

ﬂ.,...]

S:ncicl Ag

nt in Charge
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ME 44-1987

By 1lch were not
furnished the B out leads for
those offices | leation are designated.
There offices | : veral hundred
persons who spont I b Corainth, Miss., on or
rbout 4/2/68

In wie hapn a yenr has passed
since these person 1 Corinth, and since
gimilar investigati yo has previously
been unproducti ' that RAY
frequently 1
Bince it is i lcular imp L
to establish wheth [ RA Y taved over night
at Corinth on 4.: gard the leads =i
out in Jackson r :pecifically advised
by the Bureau to
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S8AC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (RUC)

MURKIN

Re Jackson airtel 5/7/69, and Memphis sirtel
5/14/69.

In view of the instructions set foarth in
raferenced Memphis airtel, no leads have besan set Corth
by the Charlette Office for interviews with persons from
N.C. who stayed overnight in motels at Corinth, Mies,

2 - Memphis
1l)= Charlotte
CFvigca

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC, ATLANTA 6/30/69

BAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
./"

NURKIN

offices receiving this cosmunication should
discontinue efforts to locate Rev., JAMES L, BEVEL for
interview in conneetion with this case,.

Atlanta
Charlotte
Columbin
Jagkson

New York
Philadelphia
Savannnh
Memphis

JCH: jap
(9)

2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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[Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

Ray's Sicther
Wins Acquittal

SAVARNAH, Go. — James
Karl Ray"s brother, Jerry Wi
linm Ray, has been scquitted
{ & charge of agpravaled s

Il n the skooting of & 17
-old youth

Jerry Ray, 55, whose b
s imprisoned after
gullty ta e s
Dr, Mania Lu King
wad cleared |
day

He snld he shat the bay, Sie-
ven Dunsld Blsck, I eeli-de-
fende after caiching him n the
a0t of try stosl records
[rom 1he heads 2 of the
racis N Slmtes  Righis

e It a Eecl-
seemerod
‘=
ind i the chest

lnesification

Submitting Cffice:

sing [nvestgated

SERIALIZED | o
NOvZ2s i:!.?[_'-

FBI — ;_.-||._1,|. DTAE
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MRELS AT PLAIN
5853 PN URGENT JAN. T, 1576 HLF
101 DIRECTOR (44-38861)

EL Pas0

LOTTE
ATLANTA (44-23B6) (F)

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, JANUARY &, 15978,
FOR INFO OF EL PASO AND CHARLOTTE, ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON
OWEN POWELL, WHITE MALE, ADVISED ATLANTA OFFICE THAT DURING LATE
EARLY KOVEMBER, 1967, HE AND & BROTHER, CLAUDE
POWELL 4 JR+, AKA "SHOTGUN" POWELL, WHITE MALE, WERE IN PETE'S BAR,
ON MORELAMD AVEMUE IN ALTANTA, GEORGIA WHEN APPROACHED BY MUTUAL
MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS
POWELL BROTHERS, WOULD BE
INTERESTE | MAKING $5B,008, GODFREY WOULD GE THEM IN CONTACT
WITH AKOTHER IMDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM jq MURDER MARTIN LUTHER
k§i§3¥;§£§£;%§§§H&T§E§E JFIK,DRT Hsl MALE CAME INTO
THE BAR AMD ASKED FOR THE POWELL JL(JFJL
THIS WHITE MALE PUT HIS BRIEFCASE OW THE TABLE AMND SaAlID,

THE WHITE MALE ISTRODUCED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



? . .

PAGE TWO C(44-23B6)
HIMSELF OMY AS RALPH. HE {EN OPENED THE BRIEFCASE AND
DISPLAYED WHAT HE SAID WAS $25,8@88 AMD SAID, "IF YOU DECIDE TO
TAKE THE JOB, THERE IS %59,0P2 MORE WHEN I1T"S COMPLETED.,™ CLAUDE
POWELL TOLD RALPH THAT HE AND HIS EROTEHER WNEEDED TIME TO THINK
IT OVER, AT WHICH TIME RALPH STATED, “IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE
UP WOW 1 CAN"T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU.™ NOTHIKG ELSE WAS SAlID.
RALPH OLOSED THE BRIEFCASE AMD LEFTS POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH
MEVER ACTUALLY STATED THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO HIM WAS
.T0 KILL MARTIN LUTHER KIkKG. LEOI I ADVISED KIS BROTHER
IS NOW LIVING AT THE SCOTTISH INI ID D, TEXAS, POVELL
DENIED THAT HE OR HIS BROTHER WERE 1 ED ‘1IN THE KILLING OF
N LUTHER KING, JR. AFTER SEEING THE ASSASSINATION
HE DECIDED TO COME FORWARD AND FURNISH
FORMATION. POWELL STATED THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND

HIS BROTHER WERE CONTACTED 1S I E HIS BROTHER , CLAUDE

SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBEE ) AT THAT TIME 1IN 19567,

H1S BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUNF
POWELL SATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT 1E » CONSTANTLY CARRIED A
SAWED-OFF SHOTGUN. LEON POWELLY ALLEGED THAT PETE DAVIS, OWNER
OF THE BAR , NOTICED RALPH (LNU) COME IKTO THE EAR AND WOULD BE

END PAGE TWO.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREe (44-23B6)
ABLE

TOLD HIS WIFE, ANNIE LOIS

ON

JANUARY T,

DIRECTORY AND GREATER ATLANTA S

WERE

B

FOR THE YEARS 1367, 1968, REV

REGARDING ANY ESTABLISHMENT

PLACE OR ANY SIBILAR

1575 MORELAND

LOUNGE,

MATELY SEVER OR EIGHT

.._I_:, IK J'ﬁL::- OW N

AVENUE «

i

Lyl

LAKE WIFE, DOROT

CONTACTED AT
ER MOTHER
ONE TIME, WAS

g

NAMES
HUSEA KD

COULD

COMPOS OF

RALPH (LNU), LEON

10 VERIFY THAT PART OF THE SIORY. FURTHERMORE, LEON POWELL

IME MEETIN WITH RALFH.

1976, ATLANTA CITY DIRECTORY, HAINES CITY

IELEPHONE DIRECIORY

IEWED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS

AVENUE
MDER , DRIFTWOOD
ORGIA, ADVISED APPROXI=

INDIVIDUAL MAMED PETE DAVIS

A S5ED

KY DAV1S, COULD PROEABLY BE
DOROTHY DAVIS ADVISED
AVENUE «

AKD, AT

HUSEAND DIED MAY, 197%.

AND CLAUDE
TALKING ABOUT RAY GODFREY,

EE LOCATED .
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X . .

PAGE FOUR (44=-2386)

NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE ANNIE LOIS COMPOS AT HER

RESIDENCE, 4128 GLENWOOD ROAD, DURING JANUARY T, 1576, PROVED

REGAT IVE .

OK JANUARY T, 1976, MRS, L. So PENNINGTON, DIRECIOR OF
PERSO NMEL, CITY OF ATLANTA, RDVISED HE HAS REVIEWED CIT
PERSONMEL RECORDS AND COULD FIND MO RECORD OF RAY GODFREY
OR RAYMOND GODFREY EMPLOYED OR HAVING EVER BEEN EMPLOYED AT
THE CITY OF ATLANTA. Ca. L. SHEED SECRETARY, MUSICIARS
MUMBER 48, ATLANTA, ADVISED HE REVIEWED UNIONW'S RECORDS AND
COULD FIND wmO REFERENCE TO RAY GODFREY. RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD
IEGATIVE RE RAY GODFREY.

RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD REVEALED CLAUDE POWELL, JR. HAD BEEN
ARRESTED ON MAY 1@, 1549 YOR ARMED ROBEERY BY MECKLENBURG
COUNTY POLICE, CHARLOTTE, BORTH CAROLINA, AND SENTENCED TO
SERVE BETWEEN FIVE AND TEN YEARS IN STATE PENN§ ARRESTED JURE
£8, 1965 FOR ALLOWING INTOXICATED PERSON TO DRIVE, BY ATLANTA

SENTENCED TO SERVE EIGHT MONTHS IN ATLAKTA CITYY FARM3
ARRESTED AUGUST &2 1575 FOR IMDECENT EXPOSURE AND DRUNK BY
ATLANTA PD AND SE BCED TO THIRTEEN DAYS OR %25, MECKLENEURG

END PABE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE (44-2386)
COUNTY PD ARREST NUMBER IS 4822, DESCRIPTION OF CLAUDE POWELL,
JRe IS WHITE MALE, DOTE OF BIRTH MARCH 26, 1526, SI1X FEET TwO
INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY-ONE POUNDS, FBI NUMBER 212 946 A.
RECORDS OF THE ATLANTA PD REVEALED LEON POWELL ARRESTED
AUGUST 26, 1955 BY PROVOST MARSHAL, FORT BENNING, GEORGIA,
CHARGED WITH ARTICLE 86, NO DISPOSITION AVAILABLE. ARRESTED
JUNE 28, 1962 FOR WIFE BEATING AND ABANDONMENT, CHARGE WITHDRAWN
JULY 6, 1962, LEON OWEN POWELL DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, DATE OF
BIRTH APRIL 27, 1945, FBI WNUMBER 22¢ @812 E,
BRENDA POWELL, DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF LEON POWELL, &DVISED LEON
POWELL WORKING AT UNKNOWN LOCATIOR IN ROCKDALE COUNTY AND WOULD

NOT RETURN TO ATLANTA UNTIL LATE PM OF JAKUARY 7, 1976,

REQUESTES THE FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION TO RESCLVE ALLE-
GATION MADE BY LEON OWEN POWELL:

EL PASO AT MIDLAND,., WILL INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL AT
SCOTTISH INN FOR ANY INFORMATION HE HAS RE LEON OWEN POWELL'S
. ALLEGATIOK., OBTAIN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LNU) FROM

END PAGE FIVE,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CLAUDE POWELL. HANDLYE THROUEGH FACIAL IDENTIFIATION CATALOG

PAGE SIX (44-23586)

AS SET FORTH Ik FBEI HANDBOOK, PARK 1, PAGE 2
FACSIMILE RESULTS DIRECTLY TO EXMIBITS SECTION, FEIH@, AND TELE-
PHORICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTISI'S CONCEPTION DIRECTLY
WITH EXHIBITS SECTION

CHARLOTTE AT CHARLOTTE. DETERMINE ALL PLACES WHERE
CLAUDE POWELL REPORTEDLY INCARCERATED 10 DETERMINME IF EVER

WCARCERAED WITH JAMES EARL RAY.
ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. * OBTAIN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH
{ LEON OWEN POWELLS CONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE RAY
ANNIE LOIS COMPOS.
ALL OFFICES HANDLE ANY ADDITIORAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL

LEADS DEVELOPED DURING INTERVIEW. IF ANY QUESTION ARISED RE

COVERING ANY ADDITIONAL LEAD, PROMPTLY CONTACT FEIHQ.

IMMED IATELY CORDUCT THIS INVESTIGTICON AKD SUTEL SUMMARY
BASIS UNTIL INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED. HAKDLE ANY
'ELETYPE, HAKDLE PURSUANT TO
MARUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS., ALSO FURNISH
ALL INFORMATIOR TO MPHIS OFFICE OF ORIGIN AND ATLANTA,
COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.
END .
JdEXEEXKLX

JDC CE FB1I ACK FOR |
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NRE16 AT PLAIN
6153 PM URGENT JAN. 7, 1976 HLF
T10: DIRECTOR (44-38BB61)

EL PASO

CHARLOTTE

MEMPHIS

ATLANTA (44-2388) (P)

BUREAU TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, JANUARY 6, 1976.

FOR INFO OF EL PASO AND CHARLOTTE, ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEOWN
OWEN POWELL, WHITE MALE, ADVISED ATLANTA OFFICE THAT DURING LATE
OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, HE AND WIS BROTHER, CLAUDE
POWELL , JR., AKA "SHOTGUN® POWELL, WHITE MALE, VERE IN PETE'S BAR,
ON MORELAND AVENUE IN ALTANTA, GEORGIA WHEN APPROACHED BY MUTUAL
FRIEND, WAMED RAY GODFREY, WHITE MALE, APPROXIMATELY FORTY YEARS
OF AGE, WHO ASKED IF THEY, THE POWELL BROTHERS, WOULD BE
INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,200. GODFREY WOULD GE THEM IN CONTACT
VITH ANOTHER IWDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM T0 WURDER MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.-éE:éjf;ia.—ﬂllﬂ 98023300 )na34 , A WHITE MALE CAME INTO
THE BAR AND ASKED FOR THE POWELL BROTHERS,

THIS WHITE MALE PUT H1S BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID,

I GUESS YOU KNOW WHY I'M HERE". THE WHITE MALE INTRODUCED

END PAGE OMNE.

m': Fﬂ}-:l -
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HIMSELF OMLY A5 RALPH. HE THEN OPENED THE BRIEFCASE AND

PAGE TWO (44-2386)

DISPLAYED WHAT HE SAID WAS $25,8@@ AND SAID, “IF YOU DECIDE TO
TAKE THE JOE, THERE IS $50,8P8 MORE WHEN IT®S COMPLETED." CLAUDE
POWELL TOLD RALPH THAT HE AND HIS BEROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK
IT OVER, AT WHICH TIME RALPH STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE
UP NOW I CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU."™ NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID.
RALPH CLOSED THE BRIEFCASE AND LEFT® POWELL ADVISED THAT RALPH
HEVER ACTUALLY STATED THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO HIM WAS

TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. LEON POWELL ADVISED HIS BROTHER

IS NOW LIVING AT THE SCOTTISH INN IN MIDLAND, TEXAS. POWELL
DENIED THAT HE OR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. AFTER SEEING THE ASSASSINATION

DOUME KTARY ON TELEVISION, HE DECIDED TO COME FORWARD AND FURNISH
THIS INFORMATION. POWELL STATED THE REASON HE BELIEVES HE AND
HIS BROTHER WERE CONTACTED IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE

SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBEERY AMD AT THAT TIME IN 15967,
HIS BROTHER HAD A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPERT WITH A SHOTGUNF
POWELL SATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME , CONSTANTLY CARRIED A

SAWED-OFF SHOTGUN. LEON POWELLY ALLEGED THAT PETE DAVIS, CWHER

OF THE BAR, NOTICED RALPH (LNU) COME INTO THE BAR AND WOULD BE
END PAGE TWO.
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PAGE THREe (44-2386)
ABLE TO VERIFY THAT PART OF THE STORY. FURTHERMORE, LEON POVWELL
TOLD HIS WIFE, ANNIE LOIS COMPOS OF iHE MEEIIN WITH RALFH.

ON JANUARY 7, 1976, ATLANTA CIiY DIRECTORY, HAINES CITY
DIRECTORY AND GREATER ATLANTA SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
FOR THE YEARS 1967, 1968, WERE REVIEWED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS
REGARDING AKY ESTABLISHMENT ON MORELAND AVENUE NAMED PETE'S
PLACE OR ANY SIMILAR MAME. SHIRLEY LANE, BARTEMDER, DRIFTWOOD
LOUNGE, 1575 MORELAND AVEWUE, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVISED APPROXI-
MATELY SEVEN OR EIGHT YEARS AG0, AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED PETE DAVIS
DID, IN FACT, OWN AND OPERATE A EAR IN THE NEXT BLOCK OF MORELAND
AVENUE. SHE HAD HEARD THAT PETE DAVIS HAS SINCE PASSED AWAY.

MS LANE ADVISED PETE'S WIFE, DOROTHY DAVIS, COULD PROBABLY BE
CONTACTED AT TELEPHONKE NUMBER 957-2626. DOROTHY DAVIS ADVISED
ER MOTHER DID OWN AND OPERATE BAR ON MORELAND AVENUE. AND, AT
ONE TIME , WAS KNOWN AS PETE'S PLACE. HUSBAND DIED MAY, 1975.
SHE 15 UMKAMILIAR WITH THE NAMES RALPH (LNU), LEON AND CLAUDE
POVELL. SHE REMEMBERS HER HUSEAND TALKING AEOUT RAY GODFREY,
HOWEVER , HAS NO IDEA HOW HE COULD BE LOCATED.

END PAGE THREE.
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NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE ANNIE LOIS COMPOS AT HER

PAGE FOUR (44-2386)

RESIDENCE, 4128 GLENWOOD ROAD, DURING JANUARY 7, 1976, PROVED
NEGAT IVE.

OW JANUARY 7, 1976, MRS, L. S. PENNINGTON, DIRECTOR OF
PERSO NNEL, CITY OF ATLANTA, ADVISED HE HAS REVIEWED CITY
PERSONNEL RECORDS AND COULD FIND NO RECORD OF RAY GODFREY
OR RAYMOND GODFREY EMPLOYED OR HAVING EVER BEEN EMPLOYED AT
THE CITY OF ATLANTA. C. L. SHNEED SECRETARY, MUSICIANS
NUMBER 48, ATLANTA, ADVISED HE REVIEWED UNION"S RECORDS AND
COULD FIND MO REFERENCE TO RAY GODFREY. RECORDS OF ATLANTA FD
WEGATIVE RE RAY GODFREY.

RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD REVEALED CLAUDE POWELL, JR. HAD BEEN
ARRESTED ON MAY 12, 1949 YOR ARMED ROBBERY BY MECKLENBURG
COUNTY POLICE, CHARLOTTE, WORTH CAROLINA, AND SENTENCED 10O

' SERVE BETWEEN FIVE AND TEN YEARS IN STATE PENNj ARRESTED JUNE

28, 1965 FOR ALLOWING INTOXICATED PERSON TO DRIVE, BY ATLANTA

PD, AND SENTENCED TO SERVE EIGHT MONTHS IN ATLANTA CITYY FARM;
ARRESTED AUGUST 25, 1973 FOR IMDECENT EXPOSURE AND DRUNK BY
ATLANTA PD AMD SENTENCED TO THIRTEEN DAYS OR $25, MECKLEWBURG

END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE (44-2386)
COUNTY PD ARREST NUMBER IS 4822, DESCRIPTION OF CLAUDE POWELL,

JR. IS WHITE MALE, DOTE OF BIRTH MARCH 26, 1526, SIX FEET TWO

INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY-ONE POUNDS, FBI NUMBER 212 946 A.

RECORDS OF THE ATLANTA PD REVEALED LEON POWELL ARRESTED
AUGUST 26, 1955 BY PROVOST MARSHAL, FORT BENNING, GEORGIA,
CHARGED WITH ARTICLE 86, NO DISPOSITION AVAILABLE. ARRESTED
JUNE 28, 1962 FOR WIFE BEATING AND ABANDONMENT, CHARGE WITHDRAWN
JULY 6, 1962, LEON OWEN POWELL DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, DATE OF
BIRTH APRIL 27, 1945, FBI NUMBER 220 012 E,.

BRENDA POWELL, DAUGHTER~-IN-LAW OF LEON POWELL, ADVISED LEON
POWELL WORKING AT UNKNOWN LOCATION IN ROCKDALE COUNTY AND WOULD
NOT RETURN TO ATLANTA UNTIL LATE PM OF JANUARY 7, 1976,

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CYD), US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
REQUESTES THE FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION TO RESOLVE ALLE-
GATION MADE BY LEON OWEN POWELL'

EL PASO AT MIDLAND. WILL INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL AT
SCOTTISH INN FOR ANY INFORMATION HE HAS RE LEON OWEN POWELL'S
ALLEGATION. OBTAIN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LNU) FROM
END PAGE FIVE.
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PAGE S1X (44-23E6)

CLAUDE POWELL. HANDLYE THROUGH FACIAL IDENTIFIATICN CATALOG

AS SET FORTH IK FBI HANDBOOK, PARK I, PAGE 21. IMMEDIATELY
FACSIMILE RESULTS DIRECILY TO EXHMIBITS SECTIONM, FEIHG, AND TELE-
PHONICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST"S CONCEPTION DIRECTLY
WITH EXHIBITS SECTION

CHARLOTTE AT CHARLOTTE. DETERMINE ALL PLACES WHERE
CLAUDE POWELL REPORTEDLY INCARCERATED TO DETERMINE IF EVER
INCARCERAED WITH JAMES EARL RAY.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. OBTAIN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH
(LNU) FROM LEON OWEN POWELLS CONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE RAY
GODFREY AMND ANNIE LOIS cCOMPOS.

ALL OFFICES HAMDLE ANY ADDITIOMAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL
LEADS DEVELOPED DURING INTERVIEW. IF ANY QUESTION ARISED RE
COVERING ANY ADDITIONAL LEAD, PROMPTLY CONTACT FBIHQ.

IMMEDIATELY CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGTION AND SUTEL SUMMARY
ON DAILY BASIS UNTIL INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED. HAMNDLE ANY
LEADS OUT OF YOUR DIVISION BY TELETYPE. HANDLE PURSUANT TO

SECTION 27, VOLUME II, MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS. ALSO FURNISH

ALL INFORMATION TO MEMPHIS OFFICE OF ORIGIN ANKD ATLANTA.
COPY MAILED MEMPHIS.

END.

dEXEEXKLX

JOC CE FBI ACK FOR 1 AND HOLD
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NR 206 CE PLAIN
6:s15PM NITEL JANUARY 8, 1976 JDC
T0: DIRECTOR (44-38861)
ATLANTA (44-2386)
EL PASO
MEMPHIS
FROM ¢ CHARLOTTE (44-1365)
MURKIN.
RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO THE DIRECTOR, DATED JANUARY 7, 1976,
CHARLOTTE, N. Cey AND MECKLENBURG COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT
RECORDS JREFLECT VLAUDE DOWELL, JR,.,, BELMONT, N, C,, WAS
SENTENCED MAY 16. 1945, FOR ARMED ROBBERY TO FIVE TO TEN YEARS
IN THE No C., STATE PENITENTIARY, RALEIGH, No C. ON MAY 22,0
19553, POWELL ARRESTED LOCALLY FOR FAILURE TO STOP AT INTERSECTION.
MECKLENBURG COUNTY CLERK OF COURT RECORDS REFLECT WENDELL
SUTTON POWELL BORN JULY 18, 15929, ARRESTED AND SENTENCED AT SAME
TIME TO SAME TERM AS CLAUDE POWELL ON ARMED ROBBERY CHARGE.
WENDELL SUTTON POWELL, POSSIBLY A BROTHER OF CLAUDE, HAS
SEVERAL OTHER ARRESTS FOR OPERATIMG A VEHICLE WHILE UNDER THE
INFLUENCE AND PUBLIC DRUNK, LAUT BEING ARRESTED MARCH 17, 1574,
FOR PUBLIC DRUNK. WENDELL SUTTON POWELL RESIDED 218 EWING
DRIVE , BELMONT, N, C., AT THAT TIME.

Z /', 4

4

cARCHED, INDEXED, e

onssmempemma

O ALIZED ¢ FILED _&
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CE ‘H-":' .

NO RECORD LOCATED RE EROTHER LE OWEN FOWELL.

ABOVE BEING SET FORTH FOR EL PASO FOR INFORMATION AS
EL PASO HAS LEAD TO INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, JH.

CHARLOTTE, AT BELMONT, Ne Cus, WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW

POWELL TO DETERMINE WENDELL POWELL'S HELATIONSHIP WITH

CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL AND IF HE IS ACQUAINTED WITH ALLEGED
MURDER PLOT,
END .
HXG

FBI EL PASO

CLR

Oilr- THF\
A =HEY

MmE

~ ImME
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FD-:y( (Rev. 2-14-74)
FBI
Date: 1/8/76

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)
S SN 2A S NITEL

(Precedence)

DIRECTOR (44-38861)
ATLANTA (44-2386)
EL PASO
MEMPHIS
CHARLOTTE (44-1365)
MURKI#

?f ATLANTA  TELETYPE 10 THE DIRECTOR, DATED ‘JANUARY 7 19708

CHARLOTTE S "N, ‘C., AND MECKLENBURGC 'COUNTY POLICE ‘DEFARTNMEND
RECORDS REFLECT CLAUDE DOWELL, JR., BELMONT, N. C., WAS
SENTENCED MAY-16, 1949, FOR ARMED ROBBERY TO: FIVE TO .TEN YEARS
IN-THE N, S STATE PENTEENTIARY., RALETGH, N¢ Co. ON MAY. 29
1953, POWELL ARRESTED LOCALLY FOR FAILURE TO STOP AT INTERSECTIONS

MECKLENBURG COUNTY CLERK OF COURT RECORDS REFLECT WENDELL
SUTTON POWELL BORN JULY 10, 1929, ARRESTED AND SENTENCED AT SAME
TIME TO SAME TERM AS CLAUDE POWELL ON ARMED ROBBERY CHARGE.
WENDELL SUTTON POWELL, POSSIBLY A BROTHER OF CLAUDE, HAS
SEVERAL OTHER ARRESTS FOR OPERATING A VEHICLE WHILE UNDER THE
INFLUENCE AND PUBLIC DRUNK, LAST BEING ARRESTED MARCH 17, 1974,

FOR PUBLIC DRUNK. WENDELL SUTTON POWELL RFSIDED 218 EWINF

'ARCHED ’lND/Eff

GPC: %S’T ‘lj_r, ﬁ {‘l‘/ o_ | JALIZED, L

f
3 s, 22

) st 7 :
*.qﬁrrhi:,zl,::/..’ N TE ETVDE Q ”/’f no | UO’L[

»o / 3“,~Vu

Per

DRIVE . BELMONT. N C 4 AT THAT TIME.

Approved y s
/ Special Agent in Charge //{
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e

Tranamit the following in

H4-1365
WEM PN

FOR TNFORMATION AS

INTERVIEW CLAUDE L, JR

ELMONT, N. C., WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW

DETERMINE WENDELL POWELL'S RELATIONSHIP WITH

CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL AND IF HE IS ACNUAINTED WITH ALLEGED

MURDER PLOT

END.
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91 15PM WITEL JAKUARY
TO: DIRECTOR (44=3B861)

ATLANTA (A44=2336)

ARCHHI __ INDIEXED)

T
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AND FACON 4

FAMILY KNOW
THEY HAVE

FamILY ARE

ELUX KL
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CE Lu-1365

TO ASSASSTINATE KINEC AT MTCKNAME YOR

YTARS ACO WHEM A AT TAVYTMY TEOM UTM BV

POLICEMAN AFTER CLAUDE WAS

WENDELL

ASSASSTNATED WHICH

CCURRED HAD FE LIV ). WENDELL STATED TN ADDITION BETNC

HCARCERATED BY THE L . PRISON AUTHORITIES

ERVED TIME

T A f ¥ R AN AF ATANCTA TAPAT

:"'I I.- ']"' AT | e ‘M . t - ¢ ; BATT ||_-|1-.-..-..--|-_ LT

IT JAMES TAPRL B

NFWEPAPERS ™ HIS

1T PRESENT OR FDOF

NR OTHEE EYTREMIST OBCANIZ

WENDELL POWELL SAID HE HAS THREE BROTHERS. CLAUDE

RESIDED IN ATLANTA. CA.. HFE BFLIE

[ETER. FLOYCE BRYSOM (WIFE
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SIDE BY SIDE IN

IF NOT

BEING FURNISHED EL' PASO FOR INFORMATION

PASO CONDUCTING ACTIVE INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER.

END.
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FD-36 (Rov. 2-14-T4)

Premsmit the following ia

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

CHARLOTTE (44~1365) (RUC)

STRFL VAT FLEY

Re Atlanta teletype to the Bureau dated 1/7/76,

and Charlotte teletypes to the Burepu dated 1/8/76, 1/9/76,

and 1/14/76.

A voview of Charlotta file reflects 21l
investigation has been completed, smd this matter is baing

congsidered RUC.

- Buresmi " |
] = HMemphis (44-~19087)
. Charlotte

GPC/kfb
(3)

2 ’
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FILES AND RECORDS
DESTRUCTION ORDER

File No. e

| have reviewed this file, and under the criteria get forth in Part 11, Section 3,

of Manual of Rules and Regulations, this file should be:

Destroyed

under the ] 120-day Ruole - 10-vear RHule

Retained

Justification for Retention is as Follaws:

Case Agent's Initials

Supervisor's Initials
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BAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365) T/aojT76
SUPERVISOR JOHN P. KENNEY
MURKIN

On 7/28/76, Bupervigsor JOHN T. ALDNIZER, Intelligence
pivision, FRIHQ, telephonically advised that Departmental
Attorney JIM WALKER would be coming to Charlotte om 7/30/78, at
10 A. M. in order to review Charlotte files concerning MURKIN.
fe indicated that Mr. WALEER would also review our files concerning
the security investipgation of MARTIN LUTHER KING and also Tile=s
relating to the communist infiltration into the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).

He stated that this individual would only be in Charlotte
Friday and possibly Saturday before going to Atlanta to join other
members of the Department to review the same files in the Atlanta
Office. He stated that if Mr. WALKER requests an LHM or report
he was to be given a copy and he was to be given complete access
to FBT files except informant files. We stated the Department
has been visiting various field offices in connection with their
handling of Murkin. Any questions wte to be referred to him or
Deputy Assistant Director JIM INGRAM.

(/ - Charlotte

JPK :cbw

(2) 4l| #i

F
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CHARLOTTE

RECTOR

IS (44=-19E7) F

PRIORITY

T

"RIORI

JUAH | 1Y

INFORMATION
19577, DR

SIREET,

CONTACT

I MEER Il [}
WMBER 4@, S

OFFERI NG

(44~ 3685

JANUARY 27

EPHDNE CALL JANUARY 28, 1977.

BUREAU

ENGENE

]

DURHAM, N. C., WHO

7 RORTH BROAD ST RECEIPT QOF

1577, FROM OTIS MOORE, LOMAS

#

N JuaN, PUERTO RICO, TELEFHORE

NUMBER

QOKS BY MOORE FOR PUBLICATION. MOO

RE

ETIRED S SERGEANT AND

U. MASTER

TATED

IS

moexD )

SEARCHED ____
r;nla.l,ﬁ{l;b 1y~ B0ED
A -
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CE A44=-1365
IDENTIFIED ASSASSIN OF ITHER XING AND IMPLIED
HAD FIRST SOUGHT TO HIRE MOORE FOR THE ASSASSINA-
CLAIMED To HAVE REPORTED INFORMATION TO FBI AND THAT
SIGNED MOORE A FILE NUMBER. MOORE INDICATES HE WAS
PROSPECTIVE PUBLISHERS AND ALSO CLAIMS

CHURCH AND EDWARD

PROSPECTIVE RECONTACT WITH
WOORE CONCERNING PUBLICATION ABOUT SUNDAY, JARUARY 38, 1977,
GRACE PLANS To DEPART DURHAM, N. C., NOON, JARUARY 28, 1977,
0 DRIVE To DIPLOMAT MOTEL, HOLLYWOOD BEACH, FLA., JAMIARY
MEDICAL MEETING. GRACE OFFERED TO FLY TO SaN
FBI UMDERCOVER AGENT AS
PUBLI SHER TO MEET WITH MOORE OR OTHERWISE COOPERATE
FFER OF HAVING FBI AGENT PARI PATE IN ANY
MOORE DECLINED, GRACE ADVISED HE WOULD REPORT

FUTURE CONTACTS

SAN JUAN BEING
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REGARDING OTIS MOORE ANI

FURNISH aANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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MOORE COMNCE

mANTC TTH MOANDD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





