
- - - - cc 

STENO SOP 
7-16-68 - - - _:-#1 

PLAINTEXT - - z 
TELETYPE URGENT - - - C-*5 

- - - - C- *6 
- - - C-*7 
- - - 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) - - 

- - - 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P 1) - - - 

- - - 

MURKIN. 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU JULY FIFTEEN LAST. 

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C CURRENTLY AT ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS, 

ENDEAVORING TO DEVELOP INFORMATION RE JOE HEINTZ. 

HAZEL DREW, MOTHER OF PAMELA SCHNEIDER, STATES JOHN 

MC CLINTOCK LEFT ALTON JULY FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN 

TWO DAYS AFTER BANK ROBBERY AT THE BANK OF ALTON; FURTHER 

THAT MC CLINTOCK HAS ALWAYS BEEN CLOSE TO HAROLD RICHARD 

COVINGTON AND WILLIE LEE. 

PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY DISPLAYED TO HAZEL DREW, 

PAMELA SCHNEIDER AND PCI HELEN GRABLE. ALL STATE THEY 

ARE CERTAIN RAY NOT AN ASSOCIATE OF MC CLINTOCK, COVINGTON 

OR LEE AND RAY UNFAMILIAR TO THEM. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P. 

L.- Springfield (44-561) 
L)- Chicago (44-1114) ( Info) (AM) 
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (Info) (AM) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (Info) (AM) 
RCH:ras 
(4) 

xlk•i 111-11 

tED 
sir LJflhJ 

JUL 171 

-4- / 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



7/17/68 

TELETYPE URGENT 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (4438861) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 

MURKIN 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED JULY SIXTEEN LAST. 

CANVASS OF APARTMENT AND ROOMING HOUSES VICINITY THE 

BANK OF ALTON INITIATED; PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY DISPLAYED 

WITHOUT EFFECTING IDENTIFICATION. CANVASS CONTINUING. 

ALLEN L. CALVEY, ALSO KNOWN AS BUTCH, FORMER POLICE OFFICER, 

ALTON PD OF KNOWN UNRELIABILITY, CLAIMS HE HAS INFORMATION 

HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON DEFINITELY INVOLVED IN ROBBERY THE 

BANK OF ALTON, AND USED MOTOR BIKE TO EFFECT ESCAPE. SAME BASIC 

INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED BY CALVEY COULD NOT BE VERIFIED. 

CALVEY REFUSES TO DIVULGE SOURCE OF HIS INFORMATION. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. 

1---l Zpringfte Id' (44-561) 
Chicago (44-1114) (AM) 

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 
I - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) 
RCH/t ip 
(4) 

JN4Zo 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F'r-36 5-Z2-64) 40 
L/-AS AC L AC 

i. .. 
ASST CC 

I STENO SOP 
FBI 

Date: 7,'18/68 

Transmit the following in  (Type in p1ainext or code) ... 

-- C-#6 

AIRTEL   AIR MAIL  
Via   (Prionty - S-#2  

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 

MURKIN 

ReBuairtel 7/12/68 

- - - S-#3 
- - -. S-#4 
- - - - S-#5 

Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of previously 
prepared Bureau circular letter re JOHN WILIIIAM.CLOUSER, Aka. 

It is requested that the format used for enclosed 
circular letter be used for circular letter in captioned matter. 

Assuming that the circular letter comes to the 
field folded, franked and sealed, the following is the cost 
data concerning distribution: 

CHICAGO DIVISION 

I NDI ANAPOL IS 

- $20.00 (stenographic manhours needed to 
address 1400 plus circular 
letters for distribution to dry 
cleaners in Illinois). 

i.y 

DIVISION 

Regarding distribution to 325 
laundries in Illinois, there will 
be no charge for the use of the 
Laundry Institute's Addressograph 
machine in Chicago. 

- 27.00 (for addressing 1800 letters) 

ST. LOUIS DIVISION - 10.00 (for addressing 700 letters) 

Total $57.00 

3 - Bureau (44-38861) (Enc.1) 
1 - emphis (44--1987)(Info) 

Chicago (44-1114) 

1 - Indianapolis (44-)'Info) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775)(Info 
2 - Springfid4-56Th) 

.VI: 
(10) 

L .-.-.-I-
1C 

Approve-J:   Sent 
Special Agent in Charge 

lj,Jr\' 41, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



A S A C 
S - CC 

. .. .ASST. CC 
sop 

7-18-68 

PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE URGENT 

- 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P 1) 

MURKIN. 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED JULY SEVENTEEN 

LAST. 

CANVASS OF APARTMENTS IN ROOMING HOUSES VICINITY OF 

THE ALTON BANK CONTAINING APARTMENTS AND ROOMING HOUSES ON 

BROWN AND EDWARDS STREETS CONTACTED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. 

NO INDICATION JAMES EARL RAY KNOWN OR EVER RESIDED IN 

THOSE NEIGHBORHOODS. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS, P. 

1 — Springfield (44-561) 
-. Chicago (44-1114) (AM) ""-

1 - Memphis (441987) (AM) 
1 — St. Louis (44775) (AM) 
RCH: ras 
(4) 

\ 

I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- "AC 
SAC 

- - - _cc 
- ---ASST CC 
-- -- STENO  SOP 
-  - - 

7/19/68  

PLAINTEXT - - - - C:#4 

TELETYPE URGENT - - - - C-#6 

- - - - c-#7 
- - - 

- -. S-#2 
---- S-#3 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FrOM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1 P) 

MURKIN. 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU JULY EIGHTEEN, LAST. 

CANVASS OF APARTMENTS AND ROOMING HOUSES VICINITY THE 

BANK OF ALTON COMPLETED TODAY; DISPLAY OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF 

JAMES EARL RAY UNPRODUCTIVE. 1(1 
(11 

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C CONTINUES AT ROCKFORD, 

ILLINOIS. 49 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P. 

Springfield (44561) 
Chicago (44-1114) 

1 - Memphis (44-1987) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775) 
RCH : skr 
(4) 

ka• -/ ---
33 7) 

SMED -  .... ... INDEXED 

SEtALtZED.._t(....FLED.. 

'JL 2 2 1968 
F-CHtCAGQ  

I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3, ,-22-61) 

Transmit tha following in 

Vi u AIR 

F B i 

Date 

(Typc in ploiri/ext or code) 

TO D:tRcToR, FBI 

SUB k 9 

('\P -, rrPTiP 
jVVV V V V_'' • -A 

(J'rioiit) 

flc: c fQ H;rc to Bu:.cai. 6/27,"63 

- 

- - 

44 
th:5 

Erie1s od wdr e fo Cb e c i . 3J 
of boh r - ' b I'c ., L'fl' Ifl £ 01 

fc' Lrc t e 11 o f 1 I Jui 0 J.. , Jr1 t ' 

The one 05td list uas ob' ii'Ed from i. 

i'ti.on:zL Inst itu{; o:' Drj C1e. 
Si.e:t S:ring 5 
'J ' h c]v 'J L 

('T" r" r' 

909 L)ur:!. .rrc 0ii Iv:ri: 

c)o.JJ 9 23  

dos n"t h'v:: 

j 3Of 

acdrossc:a:;7h cqu:1 pTnt- t: t.n :i1 .' \ O pCr1-:o3 i':L'On 

J Purnoll Mini s. ' .1 ov in r' <" ç 0 

at Ov  

citb:r tibc:'o;. or bi,'.:'. : ro!i : 1f; 
labe lm which c - 'l  lie Cons ) ' 01 .  

that tile j.i!; ; ut. -: cozs 11A io pr: •' 1•: ' 

labels but Ont cc C--;: e  

¼ F  

T;?03O' of (; TLii:CLLi 

; 

V -, V S V. 

HT COL'  butt 
zip Code 

.L" 
i"-IJ.J•\f P 

:c1vi e cl Uh t; thoic 

- 1:'o -- u (Ii I:J,2T y.\ 
rIL_ . . 

_L- J) '. - .L 

11 - 

A £iJLM..I C"Th, 1 

JL3 (1 

- 

is no br 

L7/4/. 

SEAROIIED.--..-. 1NOEX[D.,.. 
StR1MJZED..J_......FlIED 

UL24 196 
CHlGiu 

Auproved: 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.4. O 

BA L1J4669 

flo a3ditiona].. re uet \ii.13. te rr1dc 0i IdIrs iOIf 
pending pec:fic :tnstructIor; from ohcr i;ho D'au or 
Chicago in connection uit.h the enclosed li of dj 

2 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4 

A 

tO: 

JtC 0 CfltC 

UJCT: kui!c 

o? 
of Dry C1*i 
XcD*ua, ind 

LII (44-1) 

0 (44JiF.t) 

31ti:e &irt1 to Liretrtor 7/Z3'/, anclosing 
iit or ters * ad G ttr3 Hat tomal. ut%tt 
At as Jun, for the States of II1tuos, 

CtaG Oflce in fl the 001'r- 101k tat it wou ld e X­
*xPeOttous to MOW ot ctrI*rs tID vWUIvrs XLM* 
Of tb* R*tinui1 1iiettte or Dry Cleaning ttu'gt tate of 
thashre I*teI ra4 (i'IL DOLAS of t* Watt1 
Institute of £1*y Cjeantitg In $i'e2" 4pri', VaryJaM, 
voluntsere4 to run oc:. iFbi 1bc1ø cwuid t* be AUn1xd 
to Vm c1rculars which are to be 4etrt1ted. 

UACB, Dal,ti 6tore ts rçueUd to rect*et ri*. 
3IA5 and rqet that abov dttbd I&bIs Le prjrei. 

wcztbe 
The Hurvau 

tIre prepared 
01 Sp 

requetc4 to jjdvjss 
Irculskravtfl be sett 

kreau 
*3tore (44-t) 
Ix3zp1I$ (1fO 

*.gfio 
L Lutds (Info) 
Cbkao 

- 11 ;'ASP  

(1/(, atE331s 

It iskore 

out t.r7d* t 

EARC11JI  
flR!AJJTZED  A  

ED 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 ( Rev. 5-22-64) 

Transmit the following in 

is 

FBI 

Date: 7/22/68 

PLAINTEXT 

S 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via  TELETYPE URGENT  
(Priority) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44561) 

MURKIN 

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JULY NINETEEN LAST. 

HAZEL DREW, PAMELA SCHNEIDER, CAROLYN LEE, CAROL WYATT 

AND PCI HELEN GRABLE, ALL OF WHOM ARE ACQUAINTED WITH SUSPECTS 

IN ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON, AND HAVE EXPRESSED DESIRE TO 

COOPERATE WITH BUREAU, ADVISED THEY HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO 

DEVELOP ANY INFORMATION IN ADDITION TO THAT ALREADY FURNISHED. 

ALL INDICATE THEY WILL CONTINUE TO SEEK POSITIVE INFORMATION 

IN THIS REGARD. 

DEMOS NICHOLAS, MADISON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 

DEVELOPING WILLIE LEE AS INFORMANT; STATES HE FEELS LEE 

HAS INFORMATION TO PROVIDE AND WILL ATTEMPT TO DEVELOP 

SAME AND PROVIDE INTELLIGENCE TO BUREAU. 

MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. 

 LC7_ 

c' 
- 

WwwsV 7Th' 

OA 
1 - Springfield (44-561) 

- Chicago (44-1114) 
1 Memphis (441987) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775) 
RH/ssj (4) 

SiARM 

SERIAU!p 

JUL23 1968 

Approved   Sent  M Per   

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 ( Rev . 5-22-64) 

Transmit the following in 

FBI 

Date: 7/23/68 

It 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via  TELETYPE  URGENT 
(Priority) 

-I-

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (pp. 

MURKIN 

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JULY TWENTYTWO, LAST, 

AS RESULT OF DREW PEARSON SYNDICATED COLUMN ON JULY 

TWENTYThO, LAST, ALTON AREA POLICE AGENCIES AND NEWS MEDIA 

CONTACTED AND WILL IMMEDIATELY FURNISH CONTENTS OF CITIZEN 

CALLS RESULTING THEREFROM. 

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN - C WILL NOT RETURN TO ALTON AREA 

UNTIL FRIDAY, 

ARRANGEMENTS MADE TODAY THROUGH DEPUTY DEMOS NICHOLAS, 

MADISON COUNTY SO, TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE WHOM NICHOLAS IS 

USING AS INFORMANT. RESULTS WILL BE FURNISHED BUREAU PROMPTLY. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST, LOUIS. P. 

1- Springfield (44-561) 
1'- Chicago (44-1114) 
1 - Memphis (44-1987) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775) 
RCH:mpb 
(4) 

) 

- SAC 
LASAC 

- -- -ASST  CC 
- - - ... STENO SOP 

- - - - C-#4 
- - - - C-#5 

I' .LL, 
----'-I -

- - - C-z±7 
C.' _.L. 

- - - 

- - - S - # 2 
#3 

- - - - S-#4 
- - - 

SiARCJEb 

- I 1:ij n 

JUN4 1968 

Approved - 

Special Agent in Charge 
M Per   Sent   

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JLW O STflTJ 
C, 

il Photocopy of two- page handwritten letter on prison 
stationery beginning "Dear John I will just write 0 
and signed "Lord R G. Sneyd 17 

It was concluded that the questioned writing 
earing on Qc39l was prepared by JA'iES EARL RAY S 
4OL942G0 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MtlRKIN 
CR< 
09: M~mphfs 

.;. Excill'ilnci U.on requested· by: :_'. 

• i 

Refere·noe: 

reques teq: 

FEDERAL · BUREAU/OF· ,1·1vesr· 
•. · · . :ASH1INGTOM,f::i,.\:c •. \r 2.0 

.. ,,_:.i··; . .1t\t;:, ;:/} ·{)\,, 
.(44-1987)'., 

,1,,, ,••, 

Chit1ago 

Airtel- ·1/15/68 · 

·t>oc\llllent 

FBI File No'. 
Lab. No, 

.. 

44-3:8861 
·. D-6807l905S. 

. . : ,,, ::;·1' 

.......... ,. :'·"·,,_,:·. 1.',,f: :~\>:· '' 
·.·_.,:~:<.';>:"" 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 ( Rev. 5-22-64) 

JA 
.ASAC 

I cc 
FBI - .ASST CC 

...STENO SOP 
Date: 7/24/68 LC-#1 

L r 
Transmit the following in   C-#2(Type in plaintext or code) 

- - - C-#4 
Via  TELETYPE  URGENT  

(Priority) - -C-#6 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) - - - 

- - - S.#3 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. 1) - ---: 

MURKIN - - 

RE SI TEL 10 BUREAU JULY TWENTYTHREE, LAST. 

NEWS MEDIA, POLICE AGENCIES AND BANK OFFICIALS AT THE BANK 

OF ALION REPORT NO REACTION TO SYNDICATED COLUMN OF DREW PEARSON 

APPEARING NATIONALLY JULY TWENTYTWO, LAST. 

WILLIAM MAHER, UNCLE OF JAMES EARL RAY, ADVISES HE IS 

CONVINCED RAY HAS NOT BEEN IN ALTON AT ANYTIME SINCE ESCAPE FROM 

MSP. MAilER BASES OPINION ON CONTACT WITH RELATIVES AND 

CONTINUED READING OF KNOWN ITINERARY OF RAY. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS. P. 

1 Springfield (44-561) 
£D- Chicago (44-1114) (AM) 
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) 
RCH :mpb 
(4) 

Approved   

Special Agent in Charge 
Sent   M Per   

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'I 

TELETYPE 

7/25/68 

PLAINTEXT 

URGENT 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) ( P) 

MURKING 

RE SPR INGF I.E U) TELETYPE TO BUREAU, JULY TWE NTYFOUR, 

LAST. 

C 
SAC 

- - - - CC 
- - - .ASST CC 
- - - .STEIO SOP 
- - - _c-#1 
.-- -C-#2 

- - - 

- - - - C-#4 
- - - - C-#5 
-- - - C-#6 
- - - - C-#7 
- - - 

- --

- - - 

CHIEF WILLIAM H. PETERSEN (NA), ALTON PD, ADVISED THAT 

ALL INFORMANTS OF ALTON PD CONTACTED REGARDING POSSIBLE 

PRESENCE OF JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON JULY NINETEEN, SIXTY-

SEVEN. NO INFORMANT ABLE TO PLACE RAY IN ALTON DURING THAT 

PERIOD. 

PETERSEN ALSO ADVISED EXPERIENCED OFFICERS ACQUAINTED 

WITH RAY IN PAST HAVE CONTACTED KNOWN BURGLARS AND EX-CONS 

FOR SAME PURPOSE WITH NEGATIVE RFSULTS. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST, LOUIS. P. 

END 

Springfield (44-561) 
Chicago (441114) 
Memphis (44-1987) 

1 - St. Louis (44775) 
RCU/e ab 
(4) 

/ 'i•' -_ Leii' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I 
FD-36 ( Rev . 5-22-64) 

Transmit the following in 

FBI 

Date: 7/26/68 

(Type in plointext or code) 

Via  TELETYPE  URGENT  
(Priority) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. 1) 

MURKIN 

RE SI TEL JULY ThENTYFIVE, LAST. 

CONTACT INITIATED WITH HOTELS AND MOTELS, GREATER ALTON 

AREA INCLUDING DISPLAY OF PHOTOGRAPH OF JAMES EARL RAY, CONTACTS 

TO DATE PRODUCED NO IDENTIFICATIONS TO INDICATE RAY IN ALTON 

AREA SUBSEQUENT TO ESCAPE MSP, 

NO OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION DEVELOPED TO DATE, 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P. 

SAC 
III A SA C 

_Cc 
.ASST(CC 
..STEAO SOP 

— Springfield (44-561) 
(L'- Chicago (44-1114) (AM) 
I Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 
1 — St. Louis (44-775)(AM) 
RCH :mj,b 
(4) 

J  27198 

Approved   Sent  M Per   

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0 

SC TTh 

I (4443801) 

(4264:) () 

7/26/38 

Re Chicago Urtel to pii a trd C/i 1/68; Uureau 
tloty to Fa1iaa dated 6/I4/8, and IU1a airtol to Bureau 
dated OI1B/fD3 all r0lating to possible involvemect of OtNJ 

In cons piracy to hill LU1N LVIM W. 

On 7/73/03$ JVm) itcrvie1cd by SIA 
114J(L at riT,a eic I toig 

nt or former inntnto of vic washinctwn ttc xveni-
E0 f9tated he certainly did not give ay' any 

L:Oujt of money t have UARTIN LUT1 KflO killed. lbQ said 
hs beon a3ont dcstittc b1,øe1.f for many. wont u.r 

bar; 1d to reirt to writing bad chocks and petty toft8 to 
MX-ta-l-An hit li 110 kniod that he lizz any knlodrc of 
ay conpizcy to 1i1l RING or has over  ie any state.--t 
to anyona aonwrmiv, nving K!G illed, lo stated ue does 
wt ovit any meat pkiig .cony, but Las vord as a meat 
cttir and deiivoy .mi for meat pack,,erz in the I)llig area, 
fe is xrce:t1y ecloyd as a at cutt*r for Accra eat 
zzpay, llfl Levy tzectDallas  ane resides at 3320, 
1arvin D. Love ooway Apt. 10, lal1z 

nine copies, ettLng forth results of 
or W.-S-9 are on1ed h.rith £ot ) chis. 

TJACZ, no ftt1tbor invetigatiou re A being 

au 
his (44I?)(t ¶) 
o (44.ilU)(Thio) 
a (44?1)(Liio) 

Li 
SEP.RCU ...............IND C....... 

SERIALIZED ...... ....... FILE 
D........ 

JUL3O 
FB - CHICAGO 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 ( Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7/29/68 

Transmit the following in  (Type in plaintext or code) 

Via  TELETYPE  URGENT 
(Priority) 

10 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 

MURKIN. 

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JULY TWENTYSIX, LAST, 

CONTACT WITH REMAINING HOTELS AND MOTELS, GREATER ALTON 

AREA AND DISPLAY OF PHOTOGRAPH JAMES EARL RAY UNPRODUCTIVE. 

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN - C REPORTS NO NEW INFORMATION 

DEVELOPED, 

MIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST, LOUIS. P. 

- Springfield (44-561) 
- Chicago(44-1114) (AM) 

1 - Memphis (44-1987)(AM) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) 
RCH:xnpb 
(4) 

(PP. 1) 

8EARCED 

JUL 3 11958 

Approved   
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent  M Per   

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



The Bureau ha; requested that all ctivion 
monthly cost data until inrthr notice, 

In Vj1W of the above, all division5 are requetd 
to comply with the BureauFz instructions, including offices 
who have negative cost data to report 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-9 (Rev. 5--64) 

Transmit the following in 

Via  Atrtc1  

FBI 

Date: July 2 

(Type in plaintexi or code) 

(Priority) 

TO: SAC, Chicago 
Indianapolis 
St. Louis 
Springfield 
Memphis 

Director, FBI 

Reference Springfield airtel to the Bureau 
dated 7/18/68. 

cc 
- - - -ASST cc 
- - - STENO Sep 
- - - 

L 

Tighteenhundred copies of the circular letter 
are being mailed to the Chicago and Indianapolis Offices 
under separate cover and 700 copies of the circular letter 
are being mailed under separate cover to the St. Louis 
Division for distribution to laundry and dry cleaning 
establishments as per instructions contained in referenced 
communication. 

Fifty copies of the circular letter are being 
mailed to the Springfield and Memphis Divisions under 
separate cover for action deemed appropriate by these 
divisions. 

SECBED!.  .......... iN 

JUL3 1Y 
1.-.CCAC 

16 
Per   Sent Via   M 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/ FD-36 ( Rev. 5-22-64) 

Transmit the following in 

FBI 

Date: 7/30/68 

PtA INTEXT 

TELETYPE 
Via   

(Priority) 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

TTP(WTTP 

- - - SAC 
I,./- ASA C 

- - - - CC 
- - - ASST cc: 
- - - .. STENO sw 
- - - 

- - - - C-#2 
- -. .C-#3 

- - - - C-#4 
- - - C-#5 
- - - - C-#6 
- - - -C-#7 
- 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) ::: 1 
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) :::: 

MURKIN 

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JULY TWENTYNINE LAST. 

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED 

THAT AS RESULT OF TRIP TO NORTHERN ILLINOIS, HE DEVELOPED 

INFORMATION CONCERNING ONE BENNIE I3USHYHEAD, AN AMERICAN 

INDIAN FROM OKLAHOMA CITY, WHO ALLEGEDLY WAS FRIEND OF 

JAMES EARL RAY AND MAY HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH RAY IN 

MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY. 

INFORMANT WILL BE INTERVIEWED IN DEPTH TO DETERMINE 

RESULTS OF INQUIRY SINCE LAST CONTACT AND RESULTS REPORTED 

TO BUREAU. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. 

1 - Springfield (44-561) 
j7- Chicago (44-1114) (AM) 
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) 

RCH/ssj 
(4) 

SEARCHED,. .. .JNDEXED 

SERAUZEDL_,F 

Approved   Sent  M Per   
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



P0-36 ( Rev . 5-22-64) 

SAC 

L....Cc 
FBI t.--ASST CC 

4.. .. STENO SOP 
Date: 7/31/68 

Transmit the following in  (Te in plaintext or code) 
yp  

Via  TELETYPE  URGENT .-. 

(Priority) -_ - 

 J— __c-#7  
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) - - - 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (Pp. 1) ----: 

MTJRKIN. 

RE SITEL TO BUREAU JULY THIRTY, LAST. 

CONTACT WITH MARION VANFOSSEN AND HOWARD SHELTON, STATE 

PAROLE AND PROBATION OFFICERS, MADE WITH VIEW TO DEVELOPING 

INFORMATION FROM PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS WHO COULD FEASIBLY 

HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF JAMES EARL RAY AND/OR ROBBERY OF THE BANK OF 

ALTON. 

CAPTAIN EBERT GRIMES, EAST ALTON PD, ADVISED HE RECEIVED 

INFORMATION FROM INFORMANT THAT RAY DEFINITELY NOT INVOLVED IN 

BR AT ALTON; THAT BR COMMITTED BY ROBERT L. STANTON AND JACKIE 

LEE CRIDER; THAT STANTON KILLED CRIDER IN DISPUTE OVER SPENDING 

LOUT. FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU, STANTON SHOT AND KILLED 

CRIDER IN JUNE, LAST. TATTER INFORMATION BEII'& FOLLOWED 

CLOSELY AND BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF RESULTS. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST, LOUIS, P. 

1 - Springfield (44-561) 
/j Chicago (44-1114) (AM) 

- Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) 
RCH :mpb 
(4) 

Approved   
Special Agent in Charge 

- INDEXED j f 
AUG 1 1968 
FBI—CHICAGO  

r  
t1   

Sent  M Per   
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8-1-68 

PLAI NTRXT 

TELETYPE URGENT 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (4438861) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P 1 ) 

MURKIN. 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU JULY THIRTYONE LAST. 

ROBERT L. STANTON INTERVIEWED MADISON COUNTY JAIL, 

EDWARDSVI LLE, ILLINOIS; DENIES COMPLICITY IN BANK ROBBERY 

AT THE BANK OF ALTON. 

STANTON' MEETS PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION UNSUB NUMBER ONE 

IN ABOVE BANK ROBBERY; HAS HISTORY OF USING AUTOMATIC PISTOL 

SIMILAR TO THAT USED BY UNSUB NUMBER ONE AND EMPLOYED PART 

TIME FOR CAB COMPANY WHICH HAS STAND DIRECTLY ACROSS STREET 

FROM BANK. 

STANTON REPORTED INVESTED HEAVILY IN NEW CABS SHORTLY 

AFTER BANK ROBBERY. 

ALL OF ABOVE BEING FOLLOWED CLOSELY TO VERIFY AND STANTON 

WILL BE REINTERVIEWED. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P. 

1 - Springfield (44-561) 
4- Chicago (44-1114) (AM) 
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) 
RCR: ras 
(4) 

---- SAC 

- - - - cc 
--__ ASST --- ASST CC 
- - - STENO sop 
- - - 

- - - - C-#2 
---- C-#3 

- - - C-#5 
____ C_#6 
- - - -C-#7 
- - - 

- - - - S-#2 
____ S-#3 
- - - - S-4 

scn JDEXED 
SiAtLriLFo__y -= 

I4UG 2 I%F, 
- 
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8/1/68 

AIRTEL 

TO: SAC, MEMPUIS (441987) 

FROM: /fS)3AC, CHICAGO (44.1114) 

SUBJECT: MURICIN COST DATA 

Re Chicago airtel to Memphis dated 7/5/68. 

The following information, compiled or estimated 
through 6/30/68, reflects costs incurred by Chicago Office on 
MUEKIN: 

1. TOTAL MAN HOURS 

A. SPECIAL AGENTS 

Regular Hours 68 
Overtime flours 2 

Total Man flours - 70 

B. CLERICAL EMPLOYEES 

Regular flours 25 

2. TOTAL MILEAGE TRAVELED BY BUREAU 
CARS ON THIS CASE 

60 

2 - Memphis (AMSD) 
Chicago 

LTD : MJD 

(1 - ASAC, Tickler) 
(1 - SAC, Tickler) 

rc1?l) 

rYl 

i 

70 / 

--
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CG 44-1114 

3. OUT OF ORDINARY COSTS 

A. COST OF COMMUNICATIONS 

B. REPRODUCTIONS 

50 Xerox copies @ 80 each 
450 Itek at 3ç each 

TOTAL OUT OF ORDINARY EXPENSES 

4. PEAK NUMBER OF SPECIAL AGENTS 
WORKING ON CASE DURING MONTH 

3 

-2 

$ 900 

4.00 
13.50 

$26.50 
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FD-,(ev',-64) 

Transmit the following in 

Via 
AI RTE, L 

FBI 

Date: 8/1/68 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

(Priority) 

---- SAC 

- - - - CC 
- - - - ASST CC 
- - STENO SOP 
- - - 

- - - - C-#2 
- - - - C-#3 
- - - C-#4 

  - - - - C-#5 

 i..S-41 
54*2 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) . 

MURKIN 

Atlanta 
Dalton, 

Re Kansas City letter to the Bureau 7/24/68 and 
teletype to the Bureau, Interview in County Jail, 
Georgia, 7/3/68. 

Enclosed herewith for Chicago is one copy of 
each referenced communication 

For the additional information of Chicago, it has 
been determined the houseboat capable of travel on the 
Mississippi River was at one time owned by one CHARLES 
ILLIEnow deceased, a well-respected and 

1t1on owner of Wabbaseka, Arkansas. One A. DQ/CARTWRIGHT, 
JR., owner of the Cartwright Nursery Company,_Col1iervii.e, 

.- - ', 

jennessee, obtained possession of the houseboat in February, 
The results of interview with CARTWRIGHT are not 
known to Jackson. 

3- Bureau (RN) , 

(i) Chicago (EncY2) (RN) 
I - I4emphis (44-1987) (Info) 
2 - Jackson 
3GW :mif 
(8) 

7', 

SEAIItD INDEXED ) 
SERIAliZED _jl FILED__J\— 

fJG 2 1968 
FBI—CHICAGO 

-) 

"1 

21 

Approved:   

Special Agent in Charge 

Sent  M Per   

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I 

.JN 157-9586 

The folloiing lead will be given expeditious 
attention, tJACB: 

LEAD: 

CHICAGO 

q AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY. Will, if JAS 
Ear ROBERT WILLETT is still incarcerated at Illinois State 
f Penitentiary, determine if he is the individual referred 

to by RAYMOND CURTIS as "Mississippi," and will thereafter 
conduct exhaustive interview concerning the allegations 
made by RAYMOND CURTIS. 

Will furnish results of the interview to the 
Bureau by report or LM. 

If WILLETT is no longer incarcerated at the 
Illinois State Penitentiary, will set out such leads as 
are necessary to locate and interview him, as above. 

UACB, interview of DONALD ROY WILLETT and MILTON 
LAWRENCE WILLETT, the other inmates of the Missouri State 
Penitentiary by the name of WILLETT, who were incarcerated 
subsequent to 1960, will not be conducted, as no information 
was contained in the Missouri State Penitentiary Records 
indicating that these individuals have ever resided in, 
or had contacts in, the state of Mississippi. 

fly 

2 
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:,::'. ·,:lr':.:/V{/i .. :-::· ,-,_:,::><:::r. ·have '·:served·•onE? year of -a four, :year -sentence· _;fcir-_·:ijt½•f 
~

0?(1:/:;\K'.:'.;:;_:/':' •·, .. -.-~¼·Subject· admits. having• served.-~- sentence in:. -Missls,$ipp{.~_:.1 
· :_ ):tr:·'<>.::.' · · ~tate P'ri son« ····However~ rio verified informatio1("~'.~s, ~eflril; 

· •;•: -· · received concerning_ ,this t. and FBI ~ecord · does no'.ti{ 1.h.61{,·<::T;,1 
_. • · · d 1 ~ • ;, - I - ~ ·"' ...... >: ,., .. • >:·:t ., .... ,; .. -.. •~- ·.<1(/,t.1·• ,_,,<A(·~/_.;.\: .:.->: i_c··;'.: ... 7/,b~1t Qny- previous ,recor •• I •.' ·, , ,- , " ," ~,. ',-~ ·,,' ,. " • '.·;,i;,:,,,;·;,,",<1''-';, __ ,s:;,',;';,'('..''ir"·''•' 

. _;,\._'::- •."· ·:\,_};- :,i{J:::.•-•o·' -·--•. ,. '.\;i:3/:f;/r.c:. _•,,_ :.,//.,.: .· 2.·.:::_:;i,'i{\\,.\/'(if\~i;rtt~;{!;f)itt{,,/4,•• --
; :-;· - . ~ !'S1tblf;Ct ·:state$~that.he; was- released .. ~~mr:·r:\;~ :· 'i'.i,;,.,,,_,,,,;:;;t;: 
"M1ss1ss4ppi St~te·Pri$on · 1n -May,, 1958. ·, He marr:ied -_· a. 1J><u-~?;:;I.tii 

. '_ fourte·el), ,yea-r old :·g_irl ··and.·:'liv~d. in . Kennett ,:'Jiflssouri}/ii/1f~tti 
, : He ·states .'that .he had considePable· difficultyt::witb bi$''.;;'l';fi:1f}f 

-:.-·_:;,-~'1n-laws.:,:arid:that ·custody-_of .his s.on had been.: given_ ~o\{i/('.;'.,i'u1i::(: 
· , . his ,wife' 's. m.pther .. _: He stated·,, that 'he -had been :•arrest~(!t}::;::·i~f-\ 

. for_. disturbing the peace because his mother-in-la,i: ~ia::;i{:~f.f}~i;i)!l: 
. not. let h.im $ee · hi- son and he had forced h.is:··:~a.y· into::{{f:'.H\':' 
the home.·, B·ecause :of his ditlic:ulty he .forieo·:cr-: chac,.~:.·;}:f!\/1 

,,· in order to ,.have money-to- leave' town . --- ,· _ > ·• ,. · , ::'·.':\,ih, 
• • • : . ' ' ' ' • - : , ', ' I . , ' • .. ,_' • , '. ,, ', ' , . , ;: '::i'.f ~}'r:( 

_ ''Subject apparently has·_ lived. a ratherj_•, µ:n,sta):,le· ,':'°:(:>::\1; 
, ~ · and. unsettled life: and hcta been rather careleS$ .arid .:>t:':(} 

irresponsible. ' !t.'is not evident,. that he. ha$iha'd any ·,,':':.:St 
change of -atti tudia .in:' this, rE!gard~ · He . sees :ttttle :vaiµ~~t[If 
in education :'.an<i _ ha!i , little ambitiqn.: ... ·tn$titu*-~onally{;; \:/:1; 
-his -- record has ... been· )narginal,, -.however,. it . woul]fj4pt ·-\·, /;\?\i'r · 
·prohibit further paI'ole consideratlon :_,t _ _ · ·-.-.· ·:;: ::i::-': /::•:·: \-:)/}}.t 

\•._·. 
, ': ,· ", ,· ,. . ·. ·~ ' ' ~;;\:: ·.·· 

·. · • - .i-' . Records refl~~t )vILL~T_ was' discharged 
3/llf/6S. _, . ., ·:\>:.>:,; _ · .,-; · .. · .. ·. . . 

•.,:, :-~r<;;\:,:~(~?~.'~;•:\,) ' ••·• ·; ~• ;. 

'. . ;:•·A letter in WILLETT' s fi:te indicatEfd ,tha~ ''.h~:_:waij,·r: 
inca.~ceri;ited•iin the:: Illinois ·State· Penitentiary OJ\, '~l~i&~i?:-1 . ·: -. . -- · ,, .· -_._ .... -·~•;;,,\ ·. ,. ,:': _' i - ' ·, . ,' -. __ · ·:" ·::,, ·;:,:•;;??.'\)t:::·,. :>)t11t:'._; 

_ • _. - . _- __ , .: :,i WILLETT is de~~ribed as a _ i:1M):·.born. I __ • _ J,>.~t,:,::::;:;;;:::, 
· ,--. , . Hunt sv.ille , Alabama, he.ight: 5 l 9.0, < wel._glit ·-· ·l 3 5 ~ ··hair l>rq~ ;,·\· 
. ·._ bro_!~, .,_build' s_ len_ .. -d ___ er·<'omnlexi~_-_:_m_ edi·_,:1_U111' __ -___ ·_;_::'o_ccu_· __ P~t-- i~n_r1_:f~r_ 3_; __ ._.:;·_;·•_-- __ , 

__ · __ Soc1al Security Nt,. ~ _ )·,FBI' I 692 571'~:E,~. ,.t:~t~o-o.,:,:,r~:)!:;,:•,\,, .. , 
·_ · ·snak~ ·outev::_rigllt, forearm.; .. eagle_·: cent•r_-~of- ·eh~$t ;_'.nrime-~()~s-·::,,{:{)\1~\i.k 

other tattoos orf .arms •. · .. ·· . . . --·- ·- - . . -- ,i·•;r\::.· ·.<<,}j:,\;;;;:,/;ff' 
- ' - - - - --- - - . ,.:; :;~r:Ai::,,\:;:;{;;;,:J:i;i;:t~w 
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... Street, 

Th~re is· no itidicatl6it that 
Mississ·ippi ~· ··. 

/ I • > ' ~ ,r' , , 

, ',;, 

,,,;~ t1--- ~/· ~ 1'~9·-ti"~ r:~l,;1 ·-:-tt-1"! ':. ~'='~i' ,~.J'.r.•~ •, ~1;\"':i.~1 -~--_;;,tJ•~~~;~~ .:~-'~f~,4:~ ½t ~1tt~"~-:.rs ·~-

.) ·••~:: , ~~:,·:: ::·:.,,. :?t}iiiit::t~i,lil~ltii 
-.. ~~-?%;•~~~:{ _; ·,.~: .. ~~·-'· ... r 

··as.·: .. 
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HE 

FBI JKSN MISS 

32 PM P URGENT 7/3/66 ELS 

TO DIRECTOR AND JACKSON 

FROrI ATLANTA 44236 

tURKI N 

/ 

RE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA JULY TWO LAST. 

RAYMOND /CURTIS  WAS INTERVIEWED AT WHITFIELD CO. JAIL, 

DALTON, GAS, JULY THREE: INSTANT BY SAS THOMAS R. HENRY, 

JR., AND ALBERT D. iydLLARD. CURTIS IS CURRENTLY CONFINED 

WHITFIELD CO. JAIL AWAITING APPEAL ON LIFE SENTENCE FOR 

WRDER CURTIS WAS ADVISED OF ThE IDENTITY OF THE iNTER -

VIEWIUG A3ENTS THROUGH DISPLAY OF CREL)ENTIALS. HE WAS 

FURNISHED P. R1HTS AND AIVER OF RIGHTS FORM WHICH HE READ, 

INDICATED HE UNDEF?SiCCD, AND REFUSED TO SIGNS HE ADVISED / 

KNEW HE WAS SEIG INTERViEWED CONCERNING STATE1ENTS HE) 

ADE I r A LETTER HE. HAD ; AI LED TO MR .• SANDERS OF EE3ONY 

tGAZflE. CURTIS STATED HE WAS ( iERELY TRYING TO SELL A 

STORY 10 EBONY FOR APPROXIMATELY FIVE ThCUSAND DOLLARS T0 

HELF HIS MOIHER PAY OFF ,ORTGAGE ON HER XOE, WHICH SF 

CRTGAGED TO G3AI AITCRE' FEES FOR HIS CEFENSE. AT 

IRST HE STATED, WITH REFERENCE. TO iHESE STATEMENTS, ThA 

XE AND JAMES EAPL RAY PULLED A CRIME IN FIFTYFOUR, WHICH 

AS A BURGLARY IN JCLIET, ILL. IN OCT, OR NOV., FIFTYFO 
LHI,S POINT IT AT  WAS POItTED OUT TO CURTIS THAT CERTAIN 

L////4/ 7cc2 
8EARJHED INDEXED  

SERIALIZED _J FILED  

/UG 2 1968 
FBI—CHICAGO 

ro 

11 

r-
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PAGE TWO 

STATEMENTS MADE BY HIM IN HIS LETTER TO EBONY COULD POSSIBLY 

INVOLVE HIM IN A CONSPIRACY WITH RAY CONCERNING THE MILLING 

OF i'ARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CURTIS CAIAGORIC,4LLY DENIED THE 

FOLLOWING STATEMENTS WHICH WERE IN HIS LETTER TO EBONY 

VIA GAZINE: 

I • THAT HE AND JAMES EARL RAY PULLED A CRIME IN 

FL FTYPOUR. 

• 2. THAI RAY WANTED THE JOB OF KILLING KING. 

. THAT HE AND RAY TALKED ABOUT KILLING KING FOR THREE 
YEARS 0 

4. THAT THEY TALKED TO THE MAN FROM ISSLSSIFPI THAT 

KNEW ALL ABOUT THE KK BUSINESSMAS ASSOCIATION THAT WAS TO 

PUT UP THE MONEY TO KILL KING. 

5. THAT HE KNEW THE MEN FROM NISSISSIF'PI 

6. FOR THREE YEARS, THAT HE A'D RAY MADE MAPS JUST TO 

FIND THE RIGHT PLACE TO KILL KING AND THAT HE HAD MADE THE 

V.PS OVER HIMSELF. 

7. HE AND PAY KNEW JUST WHERE THEY WOULD GO AFTER THE 

KILLING OF KING. 

b. THAT HE WAS TO BE IN 0N THE K I L L I N C OF KING, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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/ 

PAGE THREE 

9, THAT THERE ARE fEN IN FIVE STATES THAT ARE 

BEHIND THE KING KILLING AND THAT DO NOT KNOW WHAT HE KNOWS. 

DURING THE INTERVIEW, CURTIS DREW CRUDE MAPS SETTING 

OUT HOJ HE THOUGHT RAY WOULD STALK KING. THIS tAP SHOWED 

THE FOLLOWING TOWNS WHERE HE SAID KING MADE MOST OF HIS 

SPEECHES ATLANTA, LITTLE ROCK, B! RfuINGHAI, NOBILF r SELIIA, 

JACKSON, VICKSBURGS, cISS., AND MARKS, ISS HE FURTHER 

POItTED OUT —11-1ERE WAS A AN LIVING ON' A HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSSURG 

ON THE NISSISSIPPI RIVER ( WHOSE FIRST NANE HE KNEW BUT WOULD 

NOT DIVULGE) • mis AN WAS TO TAKE RAY DOWN THE RIVER 

ON HIS BOAT TO NEW ORLEANS AFTER THE KILLING. HE STATED IN 

THE PAST HE ( CURTIS) HAD PULLED SEVERAL BURGLARY AND 

ARMED ROBBERIES ( HE WOULD NOT CONVENT ON FATICULARS) 

IN TOWNS ALONG THE IS5ISS1PPI RIVER AND WHILE POLICE WERE 

LOOKING FOR HIN ON THE HIGHWAY HE WOULD BE ON A SCAT DOWN 

THE 1SSiSSI?PI • HE FURTXE STATED HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY 

CCNCERNING THE KING KILLING V HiCH WAS CURRENTLY OUT EEING 

1'PED AND IT WAS THE STORY HE ETIG 01 ED IN THE LETTER TO 

EBONY AND INTENDED TO SELL TO EBONY 

ED PACE ThREE: 
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PAGE FOUR 

SHERIFF G. T. MAULDIN, NA, WHO IS SHERIFF OF WHITFIELD 
a 

CO. v-  AND OPERATES THE COUNTY JAIL, ADVISED CURTIS 

HAD SENT NO LETTERS OR COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JAIL WHICH 

WENT OVER THE JAILERS DESK. HE SAID CURTIS WOULD PROBABLY 

SEND ALL VIAIL OUT WITH VISITORS KND JAIL TRUSTEES AND 

WOULD PROBABLY NOT HAVE BEEN OBSERVED BY MEN OF HIS DEPT. 

IT IS FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT CURTIS' ATTORNEY, ERWIN 

ff TCHELL, FORMER U.S. CONGRESSMAN FOR THE SEVENTH DISTRICT 

OF GA., IS OF THE OPINION THAT MOST OF CURTIS' COWENTS 

CONCERNING HIS KNOWLEDGE OF RAYS ASSASSI1ATION OF KING 
ARE PURE FABRICATIONS ON THE PART OF CURTIS OR AS A RESULT 

OF SO1ETHI NG. CURTIS HAS READ I N LCCAL PAPERS. 

APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE 

INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS, HE SENT A NOTE TO SHERIFF G. T. 

ULtI1 R USIIG TO AGAU SEE AN FBI AGLT, THAT HE 

MNTD TO TELL THE E NITIR 'LE TRU1X. CURTIS WA S AGAIN 

INTERVIEWED BY SA THOMAS R. HENRY, J ., AND AGAIN FURNISHED 

A RIGHTS FORM WHICH HE REFUSED TO SiGn. HE THEN STATED 

THAT APPARENTLY IN HIS) LETTER TO EBONY HE USED THE WORK 

"W!-I" INDICATING THAT XE AND JAMES EARL RAY HAD PLANNED THE 

KING JRDEH WHICH WOULD ! VOLVE HI IN A CONYIRACY AND FOR 
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PAGE FIVE 

'THAT REASON HE DENIED THE STATEMENTS IN LETTER TO EBONY. HE 

THEN ADVISED HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY WHICH HE INTENDED TO 

SELL TO SOME 1AGAZINE FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING MONEY 

FOR HIS NOTHER WHICH STORY WAS STILL IN HIS POSSESSION AND v 

WHICH HE HAD NOT YET SENT OUT TO BE TYPED. HE ALLOWED SA HENRY 

TO READ THIS APPROXIMATELY TWENTY PAGE STORY HANDWRITTEN, 

ONE PAGE AT A TIME. HE DECLARED THIS STORY WAS TRUE. THE FiRST 

FIVE OR SIX PAGES OF THIS STORY MERELY SET CUT HIS EARLY 
LIFE IN CRIME AND THE PRISON 'SENTENCES HE HAD SERVED AS 

A RESULT OF THESE CRIMES FROM THE AGE OF FIFTEEN. THE 

RaNAINDEF OF I E STORY IS 1 E SAME AS WAS SET FORTH IN THE 

ORIGINAL INTERVIEW WITH CUP, TIS IN APRIL, SIXTYE1GMT CONCERNING 

HIS KNOWLEDGE AND ASSOCIATION WITH RAY. THIS STORY DOES 

REFLECT IBAT HE FIRST BECAIIE ASSOCIATED WITH RAY IN FIFIYFOUR 

;HEN  1HEY PULLED A PAYROLL HEIST IN QUINCY g ILL., WITH A 

ThIRD INDIVIDUAL. SHORTLY THEREAFTER. HE LOST CONTACT WITH 

RAY WHEN HE AND THIS THIRD INDIVIDUAL WERE CAUGHT IN A FIFTY 

THOUSAND DOLLAR BANK ROBBERY Al SOUTHWEST CITY, MO. 

AFTER THAT HE AGAIN BECAM ACQUAINTED WITH RAY IN PRISON 

AND WHILE IN PRISON THFY BOTh LEARNED OF THE DEATH OF 

Uik t r D r t CT I i r-
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--PAGE Six 

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. RAY THEN STATED IT SOUNDED LIKE 

A BIG JOB AND HE WAS ALWAYS ON THE INSIDE OR A PRISON WHEN 

BIG JOBS AND BIG fONEY WERE TO BE HAD. 

SHORTLY AFTER THE DEATH OF JOHN F. KENNEBY, NARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR .., BECAME PRONENT AND RAY STATED ON 

SEVERAL OCCASIONS THAT SOMEBODY WAS GOING TO KILL KING. 

THE STORY WENT ON TO REFLECT THAT EURING THIS PERIOD AN 

INDIVIDUAL CANE INTO THE fllSSOURi STATE PENITENTIARY AT 

JEFFERSON CITY FROM VICKSBURG, tMISS. 9 AND WHO, UPON LEARNING 

CF JAMES EARL RAY'S FEELINGS IOWARI) KILLING KING, ADVISED 

HIM OF THE KK BUSINESSMEN ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH AND 

OF THE FACT THAT PEOPLE. IN FIVE STATES WERE PUTTING UP 

)NEY FOR KING'S ASSP.SSINATIUi, THE STORY FURTHER POINTED 

OUT THAT RAY iNFORED HIM THAI HE INTENDED TO HAVE EVERY-

THING SET WHEN HE KIL-LED KING AND THAT RAY, THROUGH MIAPS, 

LEARNED OF KING*- MOVEMENTS SO HE COULD LATER STALK HIM 

TO THE POINT OF ASSASSINATION. THE STORY FURTHER POINTED 

OUT IHAT RAY ADVISED HE WCULD LEAVE A FALSE GUN AND FALSE 

TRAIL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING I E fliURDER, RAY WAS SUPPOSED TO 
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PAGE SEVEN 

GO TO VICKSBURG FOLLOWING THE MURDER, CONTACT THE MAN 

FROM VICKSBURG, MISS., WHO HAD THE HOUSEBOAT, AND THIS 

N. WAS 10 TAKE HI EITHER TO  LA NEW ORLEANS OR CANADA VIA 

THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE INTERVIEW, CURTIS STATED 

HE WOULD1OT TESTIFY TO ANY OF THE ABOVE. HE DID 

ADVISE IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE THAT THE NAME OF THE 

INDIVIDUAL ON THE HOUSEBOAT I N VJCKSBURG, MISS., WAS 

(FNU) WILLETT, ALSO KNOWN AS MISSiSSIPPI WHO SERVED 

11 r. E I N THE. f1SSOURI STATE PENI TENT1ARY 

THE STORY ALSO ENTIONED A I1AN FROM NEW ORLEANS 
WHO COULD OBTAIN ANY KIND OF IDENTIFICATION AND CURTIS 

LATEX IDENTIFIED THIS MAN AS JOE COIN, WHICH INFORMATICN 

HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN SET CUT IN AN INIERVIEW WITH CURTIS. 

THROUGHOUT THE INTERVIEW WITH CURTiS, AND WHILE READING 

CURTIS' STORY, XE CONTINUED TO EMPHASIZE THE FACT THAT HE 

WOULD flUT TESTIFY AGAINST RAY AS HE SEARED FOR HIS LIFE. 

HE INDiCATED THAT ANY STATE PRISON HE WAS SENT TO WOULD 

PROBABLY HAVE INDIVIDUALS WHO WOULD KILL HIM AS A RESULT 

OF PREVIOUS INFORMATION HE FURNISHED THE PRESS AND TV MEDIA 

AND ii IS FELT HE. WAS USING THIS AS AN EXCUSE AS TO WHY HE 

L 

( 

,t PA GE I. SEVE 
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PAGE EIGHT 

DID NOT WANT TO BE SENT TO A STATE PRISON ON HIS CURRENT 
LIFE SENTENCE. HE STATED HE WOULD NOT ALLOW HIS STORY TO 

BE XEROXED NOR WOULD HE WRITE IT OVER AGAIN CF? ALLOW THE 

PAGES 10 LEAVE HIS CELL. HE DD STATE HE WOULD TRANSCRIBE 

HIS STORY OVER A DICTATING ( ACHINE AND WOULD REDRAW CERTAIN 

MAPS HE PRODUCED FOR HIS STORY. 

HE THEN PRESENTED CRUDE SKETCHES OF THE FED. PENITENTIARY 

AT LEVENWCRTH, THE XISSOURI STATE PEN, IN ADDITION TO THE 

ABOVE VENTIOEi) fAP CONCERNING THE TUWiS WHERE KING DE 

NUMEROUS SPEECHES. 

UACB, CURTIS WILL BE ALLOWED TO DICTATE HIS STORY ON A 

DICTATING ACHINE IN THE PRESENCE OF SA THOMAS R. HENRY, JR, 

DUE 10 THE UNRELIABILITY OF CURTIS, NO LEAD FOR AN 

E>TENSiVE INVESTIGATION IS BEING SET FORTH FOR JACKSON 

IN CONNECTION WITH IDENTIFYING ( FNU) WILLEIT; AKA MISSISISIPPI 
UAC3. 

Li 

JWD 

FBI JKSN LISS 

PT 
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- cc FBt 

Date: 8/2/68 cc 

Transmit the following in  PLAIEXT SOP 
(lype in plaintext or code) 

C 
Via  TELETYPE URGENT .11 

(Priority) - - C5 

- - - - C-#7 
- - - 

- - - S-#2 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) --

- -- - S-#4 
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2 PP) - 

MURK IN. 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST ONE, 

LAST. 

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS 

DEVELOPED INFORMATION THAT ON THE MORNING OF ROBBERY THE 

BANK OF AITON HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON, DELMER GRINDSTAFF, 

AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK WERE IN STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY-THREE 

BUICK WHITE OVER BLUE TWO-DOOR; THAT COVINGTON WAS WEARING 

DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER, JACKET, AND GLOVES, GRINDSTAFF WAS 

WEARING- LIGHT BLUE AIR FORGETYPE-COVERALLS. CLOTHING 

DESCRIBED BY INFORMANT POSSIBLY IDENTICAL TO THAT UTILIZED 

TO UNSTJBS INSTANT BR, INFORMANT FOLLOWING INFORMATION 

CLOSELY TO DETERMINE ACTIVITIES OF COVINGTON, GRINDSTAFF, 

AND MC CLINTOCK DURING DAY OF ROBBERY AND UNTI-L COV INGTON 

AND MC CLINTOCK LEFT ALTON FOR CALIFORNIA SHORTLY AFTER BR, 

INFORMANT FURNISHED NAMES OF BILL DIXON AND GEORGE GOFF 

AS PERSONS WHO POSSIBLY HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIVITIES 

1 - Springfield (44-561) 1 - Memphis (44-1987) RCH:skr 
- Chicago (44-1114) 1 - St. Louis (44-775) (4)  

Approved:   Sent   M Per   
Special Agent in Charge 
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FD- 3 5-22-64 

'p. 

Transmit the following in 

Via   

11 

FBI 

Date: 

(Type in ptaintext or code) 

(Priority) 

-I--

PAGE TWO 

OF ABOVE LISTED SUSPECTS AND WHO MIGHT BE WILLING TO TALK, 

INFORMATION FURNISHED BY INFORMANT BEING FOLLOWED 

CLOSELY AND PERSONS NAMED WILL BE LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED, 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS, P. 

• Approved:   Sent   
Special Agent in Charge 

M Per 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FC-36 ( Re,. 5-22-64) 

Transmit the following in 

I 
FBI 

--j-SAC 

"cc 
_J.ASST CC 
-- j-STENO SOP 

Date: 8/5/68 -. 4-C-#2 

PLAINTEX 

- - - 

- - - - S-#5 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via  TELETYPE  URGENT  
(Priority) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44561) (1 P) 

MURKIN. 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWO, LAST, 

BACKGROUND DATA BEING DEVELOPED ON ALL NEW SUSPECTS 

UNCOVERED DURING INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION OVER PAST SEVERAL 

WEEKS. ON COMPLETION BACKGROUND DATA, ALL WILL BE INTENSIVELY 

INTERVIEWED AND ALIBIES CHECKED OUT. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P. 

1 — Springfield (44-561) 
tV- Chicago (44-1114)(AM) 
1 — Memphis (44-1987)(AM) 
I — St. Louis (44-775)(AM) 
RCH : skr 
(4) 

Approved   Sent 
Special Agent in Charge 

SERIPJJZFD 

AUG ? 14RR 

Per   
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ZoAU 

-- --ASST CC 
-- --STENO SW-

8-6-68 •- - 

- - - 

PLAINTEXT -- -- C-#3 

- - 

TELETYPE URGENT - - - 

--- -s-#1 

- - 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) - 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44561) (P 1) 

MURKIN. 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU AUGUST FIVE LAST. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON NEWLY DEVELOPED SUSPECTS 

CONTINUING. 

PHYLLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, ADVISED 

HER HUSBAND LEFT FOR CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT IN VIET NAM AUGUST 

ONE LAST. STATES HE IS CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK 

AND CLOSELY PARALLELS DESCRIPTION OF NUMBER ONE ROBBER AT 

BANK OF ALTON. STATES, HOWEVER, HE NEVER MENTIONED TAKING 

PART IN ANY BR NOR DID HE HAVE LARGE AMOUNTS OF CASE. STATES 

HE FREELY TALKED ABOUT BURGLARY ACTIVITIES. 

MARION ANN FOSSEN AND HOWARD SHELTON, ILLINOIS STATE 

PAROLE OFFICERS REPORT NO POSITIVE RESULTS OF CONTACTS WITH 

PAROLEES AND PROBATI ONERS • WILL REPORT FURTHER CONTACTS 

WHICH MAY DEVELOP, 

MAIL COPIES CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P 

L- Springfield (44.-561) 
- Chicago (44-1114) (AM) 

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)  

1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) 
RCH:ras 
(4) 
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FD-36 5-2-6,1.  _s..___ 
- - - 

_L..ASST CC 
F B '.. STENO SOP 

Date: 8/7/66 :: Lc:#2 

- Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT (Type in pla:ntextor code) - - 

TELETYPE  URGENT - - 

Via (Priority) L - - C7 

- 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SflC, SPRINGFIELD (44-.561) (2 PP) 

'p .mi thtxJ.N. 

RE SPRINGFIELD  TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SIX, 

LA ST. 

Sy SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE DEVELOPED 

INFORMATION  CONCE10TING PERPETRATION OF BANK ROBBERY, THE 

BANK OF ALTON, JULY THIRTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVEN, THE 

RELIABILITY OF VIIICH HE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO DETERMINE AT 

THIS TIME. INFORMATION INDICATES PERSONS ENTERING BANK WERE 

HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON. AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF; THAT JOHN 

MC CLINTOCK WAS WHEEL MAN DRIVING STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY-

ThREE BUICK; THAT 1JSUBS ESCAPED THROUGH TEN FOOT HEDGE 

AT REAR OF BANK AD MET MC CLINTOCK ON BROWN STREET AFTER 

WHICH THEY ESCAPED VIA LITrL.E USED ROADS TO VICINITY OF 

FOURTh AND BROADWAY, SWITCHING TO NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN 

PLOTJTH. SUBJECTS LATER THAT NIGHT DISPOSED OF , UIçK IN 

k. -  SpriDgfieid. (4455I) 
L-'- Chicago (44i114)(AM) 
I - Mphis (44i9S7)(AM) 

St, Louis (44-775)(AM) 
RH : skiA A t.-I 

I 
968 

Approved' 
Special Agentin charge 

Sent  M Per   
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-2-64) 

Transmit the following in 

FBI 

Date: 

Via   

(Type in plaintext or code) 

(Priority) 

 -- L 

PAGE TWO 

STONE QUARRY, WEST ALTON, MISSOURI. 

INFORMANT INDICATES BANK LOOT SPLIT FIVE WAYS BETWEEN 

ABOVE THREE SUBJECTS AND ROGER ALLEN, TAVERN OWNER, AND 

LEON KOHLER, SUSPECTED FENCE. 

INFORMANT CONTINUING EFFORTS TO VERIFY COMPLICITY 

OF ABOVE LISTED SUBJECTS AND DETERMINE PERSONS WHO CAN 

VERIFY*, 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P. 

Approved:   Seat    M Per   
Special Agent in Charge 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114) 

MURKIN 

8/8/68 

Re Bureau airtel to all offices and legats dated 
5/7/68. 

This matter has been reviewed within the Chicago 
Division, and it appears that all pertinent information 
developed as -- a result of investigation has been furnished 
in report form to Memphis and the other interested offices 
At this time, it does not appear that the amount of investi-
gation within the Chicago Division warrants individual 
reports. Therefore, inserts are being prepared in the 
future in lieu of reports, UACB. 

2 - Bureau 
L Memphis 

G,l'- s Chicago 

RJD:j 
(4) ? 

7oy 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



----SAC' 

- ---- cc 
- - - ASST CC 

::::'° SO 

#4 
• - 

- - - 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 

--- -S-#4 
MURKIN - - S-5 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SEVEN LAST. 

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN UNABLE 

TO FURTHER VERIFY INFORMATION SET FORTH IN REFERENCED TEL. 

HOWEVER, HE IS CONTINUING EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY PERSONS WHO COULD 

ASSIST IN VERIFICATION. 

ROBERT L. STANTON REITERATED DENIAL HE WAS INVOLVED IN 

ROBBERY AT BANK OF ALTON, HOWEVER, HE STATED HE HAS SOME INFOR-

MATION, WHICH HE FEELS MIGHT BE OF ASSISTANCE. HE STATES HE 

HAS TO "THINK IT OVER" BEFORE DIVULGING INFORMATION. STANTON 

WILL BE RECONTACTED AT AN EARLY DATE TO ELICITE FURTHER INFOR-

MATION FROM HIM. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. 

8/8/68 

TELETYPE URGENT 

..1- Springfield (44-561) 
(/'- Chicago (44-1114) (AM) 

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) 
RCB/t ip 
(4) 

&JIIED INDtXED 

SIADZED  J  FLED1L__ 

¶•' 1958 
FBI-CHICAGO 
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S 

PLA INTEXT 

TELETYPE 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: MtJRKIN 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST EIGHT, 

URGENT 

8/9/68 

LAST. 

DIRECTOR; FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 

- ? ASAC 
- - - - cc 
-- - -ASST  CC 
- - - - STENO SOP 
- - - 

- - - - C-#2 
- - - 

- - - - C-#4 
- - - - C-#5 
- - - - C-#6 
- - - - C-#7 
- - - 

- - - 

- - S-#3 
- - - 

- - - 

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE IS ATTEMPTING TO 

CONTACT THREE PERSONS WHO ARE BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE HAROLD 

RICHARD COVINGTON, DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, AND JOHN W CLINTOCK IN 

STOLEN FIFTYTHREE BUICK AND LATER IN FLYSEVEN PLYMOUTH ON 

DAY OF BR, THE BANK OF ALTON; FURTHER THEY CAN TESTIFY COVINGTON 

WEARING DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER AND GRINDSTAFF WEARING LIGHT BLUE 

COVERALLS, 

PHYLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR, STATES SHE CANNOT 

RECAlL COVERALLS, NOR CAN SHE RECALL DELMAR 'S ACTIVITIES ON DAY 

OF BR. 

COPIES MAILED TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P. 

I-Springfield (44561) 
)-Memphis (44-1114) 
(1Chicago (44--97r 
I-St. Louis (44-775) 
RCH/ma b 
(4) 

7J 

SERED .. JNDEXED 

SMLtZED_L.F1LED_ 
t ' 'r' • 

IUb A 
F -CH1CJ-GO 
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