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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
' ; 1..-ASST CC
4 l...STENO SOP
"FBI | L. .C-#1
‘ 4---C-#2
Date: 7/18/68 1...C-#3
' Y---C-#4
Transmit the following in ] C-#5

(Type in plaintext or code) A i i

: 1...C-#6
AIRTEL AIR MAIL Lo C-#7
(Priority) 1---S-#1
L-.-_-_SL#Z___.
% . S=H3
DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) -e--S-#4
ceaS-#H

SAC, SPRINGFIELD {(44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

ReBuairtel 7/12/68

Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of previously
prepared Bureau circular letter re JOHN WILLIAM, CLOUSER, Aka.

.

It is requested that the format used for enclosed
circular letter be used for circular letter in captioned matter.

Assuming that the circular letter comes to the
field folded, franked and sealed, the following is the cost
data concerning distribution:

CHICAGO DIVISION $20.00 (stenographic manhours needed to
. address 1400 plus circular
letters for distribution to dry
cleaners in Illinois).

Regarding distribution to 325
laundries in Illinois, there will
be no charge for the use of the
Laundry Institute's Addressograph
machine in Chicago.

INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION - 27.00 (for addressing 1800 letters)

ST. LOUIS DIVISION - 10.00 (for addressing 700 letters)

Total $57.00 ,(/f'.é/ =

-~ Bureau (44-38861) (Enc.l) 1 - Indianapolis (44-){Info)
1 - Memphis (44-1987)(Info) 1 - St, Louis (44-775)(Info)
~ 2 ~ Chicago (44-1114) 2 - Springfibldei(44-561)  / \

WCR+vr SERIALIZED /5 FILE Tt

(10)

Special Age,nt in Charge : ; / :/1 ey

A

Approved:
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
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Date: 7/22/68 | ””S:ﬁ 10 SoP
PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

Transmit the following in

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JULY NINETEEN LAST,

HAZEL DREW, PAMELA SCHNEIDER, CAROLYN LEE, CAROL WYATT
AND PCI HELEN GRABLE, ALL OF WHOM ARE ACQUAINTED WITH SUSPECTS
IN ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON, AND HAVE EXPRESSED DESIRE TO
COOPERATE WITH BUREAU, ADVISED THEY HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO
DEVELOP ANY INFORMATION IN ADDITION TO THAT ALREADY FURNISHED,
ALL INDICATE THEY WILL CONTINUE TO SEEK POSITIVE INFORMATION
IN THIS REGARD,

DEMOS NICHOLAS, MADISON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE,
DEVELOPING WILLIE LEE AS INFORMANT; STATES HE FEELS LEE
HAS INFORMATION TO PROVIDE AND WILL ATTEMPT TO DEVELOP
SAME AND PROVIDE INTELLIGENCE TO BUREAU.

MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS,

{u"

N\ 2 bm
1 - Springfield (44-561) ‘6/ m
D= Chicago (44-1114) N
1 - Memphis (44-1987) Wl
1l - 8t. Louis (44—775)
RCH/ssj (4)

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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Date: 7/23/68 e ASAC™
A b
(Type in plaintext or code) ‘ il -é:?gg;ocgop
URGENT o ==--0-#1
(Priority) o _C-#Z

Transmit the following in

ilbsa
TO: DIRECTOR; FBI (44-38861) ----gfﬁS
me==U=3F0
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. ) '"”E'#¥
R i Yoo
MURKIN Ln el S 2
LS
RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JULY TWENTYTWO, LAST, g#g
AL Sy i

AS RESULT OF DREW PEARSON SYNDICATED COLUMN ON JULY

TWENTYTWO, LAST, ALTON AREA POLICE AGENCIES AND NEWS MEDIA
CONTACTED AND WILL IMMEDIATELY FURNISH CONTENTS OF CITIZEN
CALLS RESULTING THEREFROM.

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN - C WILL NOT RETURN TO ALTON AREA
UNTIL FRIDAY.

ARRANGEMENTS MADE TODAY THROUGH DEPUTY DEMOS NICHOLAS,

MADISON COUNTY SO, TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE WHOM NICHOLAS IS
USING AS INFORMANT. RESULTS WILL BE FURNISHED BUREAU PROMPTLY.
MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

1+~ Springfield (44-561) W

1/- Chicago 544-—1114; S o é b7

1l - Memphis (44-1987 aa.ARaHFJ m

1 - St. Louis (44-775) = @mmu“ “#Lﬁ

RCH :mpb P o N 41968

(4) /] sy |
AL : ) o ’“f&‘.‘:.“"’” Sl

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI | nSST CC

L-...STENO SOP
Date: 7/24/68 L_..C-#1

| C-#2

Transmit the following in i 'c.ﬁa
(Type in plaintext or code) i

L...C-#4

Via TELETYPE URGENT L...C-#b
(Priority) i_ el _c-#ﬁ

i v SR

o rSeil ]

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 24#:‘::2s

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. 1) ----g-ﬁg

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JULY TWENTYTHREE, LAST,

NEWS MEDIA, POLICE AGENCIES AND BANK OFFICIALS AT THE BANK
OF ALTON REPORT NO REACTION TO SYNDICATED COLUMN OF DREW PEARSON
APPEARING NATIONALLY JULY TWENTYTWO, LAST.

WILLIAM MAHER, UNCLE OF JAMES EARL RAY, ADVISES HE IS
CONVINCED RAY HAS NOT BEEN IN ALTON AT ANYTIME SINCE ESCAPE FROM
MSP. MAHER BASES OPINION ON CONTACT WITH RELATIVES AND
CONTINUED READING OF KNOWN ITINERARY OF RAY,

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, ST, LOUIS, P.

1 - Springfield (44-561)

A - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)

RCH :mpb — // ,:---,:{ ’é ?/

(4) .
SEABCHED . INDEXE t
SEMALIZED A FILED
JUL 2 Sc\g 98 i
—=CHI ! ra .
F8l 7*

A G[-$373

Vi
N

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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Date:  7/26/68 4

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP,

MURKIN

RE SI TEL JULY TWENTYFIVE, LAST,

CONTACT INITIATED WITH HOTELS AND MOTELS, GREATER ALTON
AREA INCLUDING DISPLAY OF PHOTOGRAPH OF JAMES EARL RAY, CONTACTS
TO DATE PRODUCED NO IDENTIFICATIONS 1O INDICATE RAY IN ALTON
AREA SUBSEQUENT TO ESCAPE MSP.

NO OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION DEVELOPED TO DATE.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST, LOUIS. P.

/L- Springfield (44-561)
1 = Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 = Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St., Louis (44-775)(AM)
RCH :mbpb

(4)

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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DIRECTOR, ¥BI (44-38361)
SAC, DALLAS (44-2649)(P)

HUREIE

Bg Chicago airtel to Heaphis dated ¢/11/68; Duveau
telotype to Pallas dated 6/14/88, and Dallas asirtel to Burean
dated G/18/68, all relating to possible invelvement of GENE
BASE in conmpiracy to kill ﬁm'rm LUTHER EING,

On ’?ﬂ;/é%g W GENE BASD yawe interviewed by SA
VILLIAM B, HOLLOMAN at Dallas, foxas, BASS donied Enovwing
any present oy fmmer iﬂm%ﬂ of the “ashington State Peni-
tontiary. ke stated he certainly did sot give anyone any
asoust of sopey o have HARTIN LUTHER KING killed. Me said
he has beoon almoet destitute hirself 7or many months and
has had to resort to writing bad checks and potity thefts to
sustain hivself, e denied that he bas any Lbuowvledpe of
any congpiracy to kill XING or has over sade suy statesent
to anyone concoruing havine EING Eilled, Be stated ne does
ot owe any meat packing company but has worked as a woat
cutter and delivery nan for meat packers in the Pallas avea.
e is preseutly enployed as & meat cutter for Acers Heat
Company, 1737 dtreat, Pallas, and remidos at 3320,
Sarvin . Love Freoway, Apt. 108, Dalias,

=202, nine copies, setting forth results of
interview of BABS are enclosed herowith for Memphis,

UACE, ne furthor investigation re BASS bheing

] < M s (4410873 (R N SEARCHED
2 = Homphis (44-15 o, TSEARCH FLD...
- Chicage (44-1114) (IM@) \SER!ALIZED ...... JiaiF) ;

i ﬁ’ i
Mttm (44-371) (Info) Fé“_._émcmo /

AT TON

<
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Date: 7/29/68 - C-#2
sl b S

: i aa.C-#4
Transmit the following in A B A g .:C-#5

w--dC-#6
TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. 1)
MURKIN,
RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JULY TWENTYSIX, LAST,
CONTACT WITH REMAINING HOTELS AND MOTELS, GREATER ALTON
AREA AND DISPLAY OF PHOTOGRAPH JAMES EARL RAY UNPRODUCTIVE.
SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN - C REPORTS NO NEW INFORMATION
DEVELOPED,

MALL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST, LOUIS. P,

/;A- Springfield (44-561)
1/= Chicago(44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)

1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH :mpb

(4)

JUL 3 11968
?n“mmm¢$;;gﬁagﬁyggj;;;

4

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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Date: 7/16/68

e

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO: ALL SACs
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
Re Bureau airtel to Memphis, 7/9/88,

The Bureau has requested that all

_ : divisions continue
to submit monthly cost data until

further notice.

In view of the above, all divisions are requested
to comply with the Bureau's instructions, including offices
who have negative cost data to report.

SEARCRED Nakege. .
SN miep [
JUL'1 21968"

IR,

2z | ,’(p“‘@
AR
§

@ ALL OFFICES
2 = Memphis
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sl | ..._ASST €€
? | ... STENO SOF
Date:  7/30/68 VL as )
[t Qaned
PLA INTEXT J
|
|
|
|

--..C-#3
(Type in plaintext or code) s uCedtq

---.C-#5
----C-3#6

o C-#T
Wl oiu ol

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

- - -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) ----g:ﬁg

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) ::::g:ﬁg

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JULY TWENTYNINE LAST,

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED
THAT AS RESULT OF TRIP TO NORTHERN ILLINOIS, HE DEVELOPED
INFORMATION CONCERNING ONE BENNIE BUSHYHEAD, AN AMERICAN
INDIAN FROM OKLAHOMA CITY, WHO ALLEGEDLY WAS FRIEND OF
JAMES EARL RAY AND MAY HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH RAY IN
MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY.

INFORMANT WILL BE INTERVIEWED IN DEPTH TO DETERMINE
RESULTS OF INQUIRY SINCE LAST CONTACT AND RESULTS REPORTED
TO BUREAU,

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

1l - Springfield (44-561)
(- Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) : )
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) ; Hels ik 654
I({ACI){/ g SEARCHED s NDEKED e ’
. s ot SERIALIZED . oeden FILED et

ﬁ(f AUG 1 1Sty
‘V FBI—CHICAGO /) ) |

i .J;»- oo
o

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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$ i SAC

A__;Agﬂcwww:mw

%_.-CC

il _ASST CC
4. USTENO 'S

Date: 7/31/68 I C'#;] o

Geu Qe g

Transmit the following in ; C-#
(Type in plaintext or code) ot i
J...C-#4

TELETYPE URGENT W peh

(Priority) 0 b
FLAHTE 2y M L0

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) gﬁlz

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. 1) ----g'ﬁ

MURKIN. ----S-#5

Fol

RE SITEL TO BUREAU JULY THIRTY, LAST,

CONTACT WITH MARION VANFOSSEN AND HOWARD SHELTON, STATE
PAROLE AND PROBATION :OFFICERS, MADE WITH VIEW TO DEVELOPING
INFORMATION FROM PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS WHO COULD FEASIBLY
HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF JAMES EARL RAY AND/OR ROBBERY OF THE BANK OF
ALTON.

CAPTAIN EBERT GRIMES, EAST ALTON PD, ADVISED HE RECEIVED
INFORMATION FROM INFORMANT THAT RAY DEFINITELY NOT INVOLVED IN
BR AT ALTON; THAT BR COMMITTED BY ROBERT L. STANTON AND JACKIE
LEE CRIDER; THAT STANTON KILLED CRIDER IN DISPUTE OVER SPENDING
LOUT. FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU, STANTON SHOT AND KILLED
CRIDER IN JUNE, LAST, LATTER INFORMATION BEING FOLLOWED
CLOSELY AND BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF RESULTS,.

MAIL COPIES T0 CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS, P.

2 y o S (O Y 4
1 - Springfield (44-561) L= ] [ (&
/1~ Chicago (44-1114) (AM) / : ) /
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) ™~ : SEABCHED __INDEXED 4/
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) /Qf, SERIALIZED __ AL FILED L
RCH :mpb A ,\4 AUGL 1968
(4) /] Lf O FBI—CHICAGO  _n

/474
/jd"r
2L

Z
4

Ly
Approved: M
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Gl o
LA R G
Ll
L2 JASST €0
-...STENO SOP
; MR
F B T lGu2

Date:  8/1/68 o

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN | ( /

Re Kansas City letter to the Bureau 7/24/68 and
Atlanta teletype to the Bureau, Interview in County Jail,
Dalton, Georgia, 7/3/68.

Enclosad herewith for Chicago is one copy of
each referenced communication,

For the additional information of Chicago, it has
been determined the houseboat capable of travel on the
Mississippl River was at one time owned by one CHARLES
WILLIE, now deceased, a well-respected and wealThy Pranta-

¢ tion owner of Wabbaseka, Arkansas. One A, D,/CARTWRIGHT,
JR., owner of the Cartwvlght Nursery Company, E"Tilbrviiie
Teénnessee, obtained possession of the houseboat in Februaay,
1966. The results of interview with CARTWRIGHT are not
known to Jackson.

3 - Bureau RM) 2,
(2 )= Chicago (Enc.”2) (RM)

1 - Memphis (44~ 1987) (Info) (RM) 0 v =419
2 - Jackson ; / 147/6.,_ _,_/// //// S / (f | Ay
;

JGWmif g
& H M - na
| N

fJu? 19(”;1

) _FBI—CHICAGO _

v". "
S iy AL 4 ;
!z ~

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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/; : The following lead will be given expeditious
| /attention, UACB:

|| LEAD:

oy
(" cacaco

A 4
¥

S
'} Y AT TLLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY, Will, if JAMES jﬂ /
#)/° 'ROBERT WILLETT is still incarcerated at Illinois State
‘Penitentiary, determine if he is the individual referred
‘to by RAYMOND CURTIS as "Mississippi,'" and will thereafter
conduct exhaustive interview concerning the allegations
made by RAYMOND CURTIS.

Will furnish results of the intérﬁiew to the
Bureau by report or LHM.

If WILLETT is no longer incarcerated at the
Illinois State Penitentiary, will set out such leads as
are necessary to locate and interview him, as above.

UACB, interview of DONALD ROY WILLETT and MILTON
LAWRENCE WILLETT, the other inmates of the Missouri State
Penitentiary by the name of WILLETT, who were incarcerated
subsequent to 1960, will not be conducted, as no information
was contained in the Missouri State Penitentiary Records
indicating that these individuals have ever resided in,
or had contacts in, the state of Mississippi.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Lah

g ‘The*fOIIOWIng 1nvesfigat10n was 
‘W,ILLIAM:}C-:-HC DONALD: . 1/ (v e

State Penltehtlary (MSP),wfurnished the fallowxng

on. inmates with ‘the last name .o  received

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

cers_




“i~1001e County,
MSP 12/1/60

, PY
0 Recbrds reflect WILLETT escaped
from the Church Farm, MSP 1/;3/ 2. |

above named inmate was-. ‘called to the psychlatrlc serv1,
on Septémber‘lﬁ 1962 :for interview and evaluation
‘subject has just completed a three months tour en

for becoming 1nsolent~and.abu31ve~ta Lt. Williams.
‘subject has a history on the psychiatric service of be
“hospitalized from June 26, 1962 to”July 5' ‘ )
account’ ‘of 'self-inflicted wounds‘and '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



nce that t1mejhe Says he's rever had
‘present time he states that he would take
any-job, but«that he would like espec1a11y' ) cin

It is recoﬁmende&"that hebe assigned:to workgy
commensurate with#his aﬁ;lltles and’ accordlng-to what“

Obscenltles on’ a test paper.

had hls-Yard ‘and Show‘prl ilege” den1 d

12-29- ea | Asslgnedi
tralning‘ orts

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. states that‘he correspnds every‘
his mather, BerthafWillet;'
sister,’Lois L

~was reared in poor f;nanclal circumstances_ln Mlesmss

‘and, Missouri”

;he ilvéd alternately w1th hls fami‘y 1h Mzsé;ss;ppl al
his half-brotﬂr,'Frank in Kennett‘yﬂlssourll His by

’18 said to’ have beeh in dlfficulty with t e~aut
Subject claims he got along well with all members

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'Subjec admlts having served a-sentence in ﬁlksis
' However, no: verified informatlbn

H1831881pp1 State Pr1$on in: May, 1958..w

year old girl 'and 1ived in Kennett, Missouri
He states‘that he had- cons1derable dlfflculty‘w1t’ hisg
in— aws.and that‘custody of his son ‘had been glven’to

not let him‘séé his son and he had forced his‘way
Because ‘of his difficulty he '
in order»tofhave moneyuto leave,tawn.‘

change of att,tuda mn thms regard.r

in education ‘and has little ambition.

- his record has been marginal, however, it wou
prohlblt further parole consideration.

'Huntsv11le, Alabama helght 5‘
brown, bu11d slende 3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



',Marks, MlSSlSSlppl |
:PRANK WILLETT General

recelved from Jackson County,,
“sentence on charge of Forgevy.,
2/23/65, and glven asflnalwd;s

He is deserzbed'aé |
Kansas, height 516", weight 114 halr brown, . ‘
small complexlon medlum,~accupation clerical, FBI #”145

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



v

FBI JKSN WMISS
832 P &P URGENT 7/ /88
iy DIRECTOR AND JACKSCN

- FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

MURKI N

RE BURE AU TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA JULY TWO LAST.
KA ﬁwﬁijpﬁll WAS IﬁTERVIE%ED AY WHEIREELD CO. Jak],
DALTON, CGA., JULY THREE INSTANT BY SAS THCMAS R. HENRY,
AND ALBERT Do MILLARD. CURTIS IS CURRENTLY CONFINED
; JAIL AWAITING APPEAL ON LIFE SENTENCE FOR
1S WAS ADVISED OF THE ILE
THRCUCGH LDISPLAY OF CR

Hi\‘xllb n.l ‘\"lé\ LH (;)‘ F\I\.’“x L»J }T{.—i\};;‘ }“\I.n: H'T. F’.EA:
b

ADVISED |

1

] SEARchEU —_INDEXED
SERIALIZED _£__FILED__
//.‘:kJG 2 1968

FBI—CHICAGO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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"PAGE TWO
STATEMENTS FADE BY HIN IN HIS LETTER T0 EB LONY COULD POSSIBLY

INVOLVE HIM IN A CONSPIRACY WITH RAY CONCERNING THE KILLING
OF FARTIN LUTHER KING, JRe. CURTIS CATAGORICALLY DENIED THE

FOLLOWING STATEM ‘TovaICH WERE IN HIS LETTER 10 EBONY

MAGAZI NE:
1. THAT HE AND JAMES EARL RAY PULLED A CRIME IN
FGUR.,

THAT RAY WANTED THE JOB OF KILLING KING.

« THAT HE AND RAY TALKED ABCUT KILLING KING FOI

4., THAT THEY TALKED TQ THE MAN
KNEW ALL ABCUT THE KK BUSINESSMANS
FUL UP IHE [MONEY. TO KILL KENG.

2 THAT HE KNEW THE MEN FROMN W ISSIFPI;

€s FOR THREE YLARS, T“ﬁT'HE AND RAY MADE NAPS JUST 10
FI8D THE RIGHT PLACE TO KILL KING AND THAT HE HAD MADE THE
MAPS OVER HIMSELF.,

7. HE AND RAY KNEW JUST WHERE THEY WOULD GG AFTER THE
KILLING OF KING,

§. THAT HE WAS TO BE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THRE

9, THAT THERE ARE FEEN IN FIVE STATES THAT ARE

BEHIND THE KING KILLING AND THAT DO NOT XNCW WHAT HE KNOWS,.

DURING THE INTERVIEW, CURTIS DREW CRUDE NMAPS SETTING

GUT HOW HE THOUGHT RAY WOULD STALK KING. THIS MAP SHOWED
THE FOLLOWING TOWNS WHERE HE SAID KING MADE NOST OF HIS
SPEECHES: ATLANTA, LITILE RGCK, BIRMINGHAM, NOBILE, SELMA
JACKSON, VICKSBURGS, MISS., AND MARKS, MISS. HE FURTHER
POINTED OUT E WAS A MAN LIVING ON A HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSBURG
ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER (WHOSE FIRST NAME HE KNEW BUT WGULD
NOT DIVULGE) . THIS MAN WAS TAKE RAY DOWN THE RIVER
ON HIS BOAT T0 NEW ORLEANS AFTER THE KILLING., HE STATED IN

RTIS) HAD PULLED SEVERAL BURGLARY AND
ARMED RCBBERIES (HE WOULD NOT COMMENT ON PARTICULARS

THE {ISSISSIPPI RIVER

THE HIGHUA

THE MISSISSIPPI. HE FURTHER STATED

G KILLING WHICH

ELJ { A \-.4

E\&L’) P
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PAGE FCOUR

SHERIFF G, T. MAULDIN, NA, WHO 1S SHERIFF OF WHITFIELD,.

.CO.q GAs, AND OPERATES THE COUNTY JAIL, ADVISED CURTIS

HAD SENT NO LETTERS OR COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JAIL WHICH
WENT OVER THE JAILERS DESK. HE SAID CURTIS WOULD PROBABLY

:SE&D ALL PMAIL CUT WITH VISITORS AﬁD JAIL TRUSTEES AND
WOULD PROBABLY NOT HAVE BEEN OB DLRV?J BY WEN OF HIS DERT,
T IS FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT CURTIS® ATTORNEY, ERWIN

MITCHELL, FORMER U.S. CCNGRESSMAN FOR THE SEVENTH DISTRICT

OF GAey IS OF THE OPINION THAT MOST COF CURTIS'® COMMENTS

:,x' IS KNOWI E OF R S ASSASSINATIGON OF XING
" PURE FABRICATIONS ON THE PART OF CURTIS OR AS A RESULT

i LOCAL PAPERS.
CONCLUSION OF THE

INTERVIEW WITH CURTI

HIS LETTER
INDICATING THAT HE

KNG MURDER WHICH WGULD
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"PAGE Pl Mk

THAT REASON HE DENIED THE T?IE ERIS IN LETTER 10 EBONY, HE

THEN ADVISED HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY WHICH HE INTENDED TO

“SELL TO SOME MAGAZINE FOR THE PURPGOSE OF OBTAINING MONEY

FOR HIS NOTHER WHICH STORY WAS STILL IN HIS POSSESSION AND

WHICH HE HAD NOT YET SENT GUT T0 BE TYPED; HE ALLCOWED SA HENRY
*T0 READ THIS APPRGXIMATELY IWENTY PAGE STCRY, HANDWRITTEN, ;
ONE PAGE AT A TIME, HE DECLARED THIS STORY WAS XRUE. SHEFIRET

FLVE GR SIX PAG ; RY NMERELY SET OUT HIS EARLY
LIFE IN CRIME AND TH N ‘SENTENCES HE HAD SERVED AS

THESE CRIMNE 4 THE AGE OF FIFTEEN. THE
THE STORY HE SAME AS WAS SET FORTH IN THE
ORIGINAL INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS IN APRIL, SIXTYEIGHT CONCERN
HIS KNOWLEDGE AND ASSO N WITH THIS STORY DOES
REFLECT THAT HE FIRST BECAME ASSCOCIATED WITH RAY IN FIFTYFCUR
THEY PULLED A PAYROLL HEIST
THIRD INDIVIDUAL. SH
RAY WHEN HE AND THIS IHIRD IND
DOLLAR BANK ROBBERY
AFTER THAT HE AGALN BECAN

AND WHILE IN PRISON THEY

{ van gl f b va

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~ PAGE SIX
PRESIDENT JOHN F. XKENNEDY. RAY THEN DTAT D IT SOUNDED LIKE
A BIG JOB AND HE WAS ALWAYS ON THE INSIDE OR A PRISON WHEN
BE HAD, o

‘F JCh:i Fo KENNEDY, MARTIN
LUTHEr. KIuG, ’ S ECANE ENT Ahu RAY STHLED CN

SEVERAL CCCASIONS THAT SOMEBODY WA NG TO KILL KING.

THE STORY VENT ON TO THAT CURING THIS PERICD AN
INDIVIDUAL CAME INTO THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY AT
JEFFERSON CITY FROM VICKSBURG, ISS., AND WHC, UPON LEARNING
CF JAMES EARL RAY'S FEELINGS TOWARD KILLING KING, ADVISED
HIM OF THE KK BUSINESSMEN ASSOCIATION CF THE SOUTH AND

OF THE FACT THAT PE
A

PLE IN FIVE STATES WERE PUTTING UP
SAS Izh . THE STORY FURTHER POINTED

TO HAVE EVERY-

SI Afl(\uo
THAT RAY ADVISED HE WCULD LEAVE N\ AND FALSE

TRAIL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE MURDER RAY WAS SUPPC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- PAGE SEVEN

GO TO VICKSBURG FOLLOWING THE MURDER, CONTACT THE MAN

FROM VICKSBURG, MISS., WHO HAD THE HOUSEBOAT, AND THIS
VAN WAS TO TAKE HIM EITHER TO NEW ORLEANS OR CANADA VIA
THE NISSISSIPPI RIVER.

: AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE INTERVIEW,

SILEY 10 ANY OF THE ABOVE,
CTFST CONFIDENCE THAT THE KA
INDIVIDUAL ON THE HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSBURG,

(FNU) WILLETT, ALSC KNOWN AS MISSISSIFPI WHO

IHE STORY -A1L50

WHC COULD OBTAIN ANY
OIN, WHICH INFCRMATICN

INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS,

OF PREVIQUS INFORMATICN HE
N 1 E 15 FELL ME WAS LSING

a7y

END PAGE SEVEN
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PAGE EIGHT

DID NOT WANT T0 BE
LIFE SENTIENCE., HE

BE XEROXED KOR WOUL

o A -
l.i‘.‘

HIS

DICTAII&G

F

ENTED

NUMERCUS SPEECHES
UACB, CURTI:
DICTATING

FACHINE I

SENT TO A STATE PRISON
STATED HE WOULD

Rl

N HIS CURRENT
NGT ALLCW HIS STICRY TO

D HE WRITE IT OVER AGAI
440 L g

CR ALLCW THE

HE DID STATE HE WOULD TRANSCRIBE

fIACHINE ARND

WOULD REDRAW CERTAIN

CR HIS STORY .

: CRUDE SKETCHE

| TE PEN,
THE TCW

1

U "‘

OF THE FED. PENITENTIARY
Iv ADDITION TO THE

NS WHERE KING MADE

'

WILL BE ALLOWED T0 LICTATE HIS SICRY

N THE OF SA THCMAS Re. HENRY, JR.

DUE T0 THE UNRELIASILIIY OF CURTIS, NO LEAD FOR Al

H FOR JACKSON

MISSISSERE]
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| FD<&% (Fev.5.22-64)
E B
Date: 8/2/68 boe STEN
|

. A TR g Nt

Transmit the following in PLA ;I"”?Xf _ — {:::gw,«;
(1ype in pitaintext or code .L___C-;’;%:-}
TELETYPE URGENT _! ...C-#4
(Priority) .i___C-#Ej

ST oo
ARG gy
. -iouS=gt]
G
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) [ ls.3
-..-S-#4
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2 PP) iia.S=#5

MURKIN,

RE SPRING?IELD-TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST ONE,
LAST, - |

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS
DEVELOPED INFORMATION THAT ON THE MORNING OF ROBBERY THE
BANK OF ALTON HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON, DELMER GRINDSTAYFT,

AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK WERE IN STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY-THREE

BUICK WHITE OVER BLUE TWO-DOCR; THAT COVINGTON WAS WEARING

DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER,JACKET, AND GLOVES, GRINDSTAFF WAS

. WEARING.LIGHT BLUE AIR FORGE.-TYPE.COVERALLS. CLOTHING
DESCRIBED BY INFORMANT POSSIBLY IDENTICAL TO THAT UTILIZED
TO UNSUBS INSTANT BR. INFORMANT FOLLOWING INFORMATION
CLOSELY TO DETERMINE ACTIVITIES OF COVINGTON, GRINDSTAFF,
AND MC CLINTOCK DURING DAY OF ROBBERY AND UNTIL COVINGTON
AND MC CLINTOCK LEFT ALTON FOR CALIFORNIA SHORTLY AFTER BR,

INFORMANT FURNISHED NAMES OF BILL DIXON AND GEORGE GOEF

AS PERSONS WHO POSSIBLY HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIVITIES

1l -~ Springfield (44-561) 1 ~ Memphis (44-1987) RCH:skr
(1)- Chicago (44-1114) 1 < St. lLouls (44-775) (&)

Approved: : Sent
Special Agent in Charge
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. FD-+38 (Rev.'5-22-64)

»

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TW
OF ABOVE LISTED SUSPECTS AND WHO MIGHT BE WILLING TO TALK,
INFORMATION FURNISHED BY INFORMANT BEING FOLLOWED

CLOSELY AND PERSONS NAMED WILL BE LOCATED AND-INTERVIEWED.

MAIL COPIES TO.CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST.-LOUIS. P

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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|
FD-%€ (Rev. 5-22-64) : .. 1.SAE
"' jitég*GWMMN
' .1 ASSY BU
F B --1-STENO SOP
--4-C-#1
Date: 8/5/68 Lua Cudtd

: S G oyt
Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT | C-#4

(Type in plaintext or code) h_]_c-#5
TELETYPE URGENT -4 -g-z ?
(Priority) armrL ) O e :

S-#1

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-388851)
FROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BU?EAU DATED AUGUST TWO, LAST.'

BACKGROUND DATA BEING DEVELOPED ON,ALL NEW SUSPECTS
UNCOVERED DURING INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION OVER‘PAST SEVERAL
WEEKS, ON COMPLETION BACKGROUND DATA, ALL WILL BE INTENSIVELY
INTERVIEWED AND ALIBIES CHECKED OUT,

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST, LOUIS,

l - Springfield (44-561)

@ - Chicago (44-1114)(AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987)(AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775)(AM)
RCH :skr :
(4)

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 ("ev. 5-#2-64)
B it

v

vatn ASST CC

Bl TI'STENO SOP

Date: 8/7/68
PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

TO ; DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2 PP)

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED_AUGUST g1x
LAST,

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE DEVELOPED
INFORMATION CONCERNING PERPETRATION OF BANK ROBBERY, THE
BANK OF ALTON, JULY THIRTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVEN, THE
RELIABILITY OF WHICH HE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO DETERMINE AT
THIS TIME, INFORMATION INDICATES PERSONS ENTERING BANK WERE
HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELHAR.GRINDSTAFF; THAT JOHN
MC CLINTOCK WAS WHEEL MAN DQIVING STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY-
THREL BUICK; THAT UNSUBS ESCAPED THROUGH TEN FOOT HEDGE
AT RFAR OF BANK AND MET MC_CLINTOCK ON BROWN‘STREET AFTER
WHICH THEY ESCAPED VIA LITTLE USED ROADS TO VICINITY OF

FOURTHd AND BROADWAY, uNITCHIVG TO NIHETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN

'7C/

PLYMOUTH. SUBJECT LBTER THAT NIGHT DISPOSED OF 32%9

3:f Springfield {(44-3551)
~ Chicago (44-1114) &AM
1 - Memphis (44-13%87) (&N)

l - St, louis 44—775 AM
?E%:sﬁl ¢ )( i /4L

Approved:

. -Special Agent in Tharge
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FD-36 (Rev.,5-32-64)
A
# W

£ B

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

— b w— - w— —— —— — ——— — — — — — —

PAGE TWO
STCNE QUARRY, WEST ALTON, MISSOURI,

INFORMANT INDICATES BANK LOOT SPLIT FIVE WAYS BETWEEN
ABOVE THREE SUBJECTS AND ROGER ALLEN, TAVERN OWNER, AND

LEON KOHLER, SUSPECTED FENCE,

INFORMANT CONTINUING EFFORTS TO VERIFY COMPLICITY

OF ABOVE LISTED SUBJECTS AND DETERMINE PERSONS WHO CAN
VERIFY.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS, P,

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge
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