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REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BIRMINGHAM MEMPHIS 
TITLE OF CASE 

ERIC STARVO GALT, 
aka Harvey Lowmeyer, 
John Willard - FUGITIVE; 
(FNU) GALT. . 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR~~­
VICTIM 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIO0 

4/4-17/68 

SA HENRY A. SNOW 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

CR - CONSPIRACY 

REFERENCE: Memphis telephone call, 4-4-68, and other 
numerous communications. 

----,----,. __ A_c .... c_o_M_P_L_IS_H_M_E_N_T ___ s _C_LA_IM_E_D __ ...-------1ACQUIT- CASE HAS a EEN, 

CONVIC. AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS 

TYPED BY 

PENDING OVER ONE vEAR OvEs [1JNo 

APPROVED 

C0l"IES MADE: 

4 - Bureau (44-38861) 
2 - Atlanta (44-2386) 

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 

2 Los Angeles (44-1574) 
3 - Memphis (44-1987) 

(l - USA, Memphis - HOLD) 
1 - Mobile (157-2627)(lnxor 
2 - New Orleans ©- Birmingham (44-1740) 

SA Birmin· am - HOLD 

Request Recd. 
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By 
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OVER SIX MONTHS 

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

SEARCHED ........ 'f ···'NDEXEO ....... T .... . 
SERI LIZED ..... .; ....... FILED ....... 71' .. : ..... . 

MAY 6. 1968 
0 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



------ ------

• 

No leads are being set forth i~ t~i~ report a$ 
tall ful~ve beiell:i\ Ihlmndl.eid by t<.el®}'l)lm©ilM.~ @l"' tel\6typi9 dllllE'i.ll'ilg 
pr@gre~s of the inve~tigmti@~o 

Two c©pi@~ are beill'hg furmished ~uxili$ry @ffice~ 
w~ich have conducted i~t®ll:il~ive investig~ti@ll:il im thi~ mmtt®r 
for t@eir ill'hformati@n. 

Ona extra copy of this rep@rt is bei~g furni~~@d 
to tme Memphis Office m.$.rked ~9Elold for 111 o • S ~ lt(t;t@:ir.im@y~ 
l&emphifS 9 ~

0 to· be rele$l.sed ©filly i!ApiOlzm Bllllre&.u autfulori ty o 

Alm attempt lm~si tt:1Jeerm m&d@ tc limit the v@l@in@ of 
reporting herein ~nd the hundred§ of negmtive c@ll:ilt$ctm~ 
which were m~de durill:ilg mll phase~ of the inv®stig~ti@fil 9 

~re not being included but the ~~m@~ 9 ~ddresses ~nd the 
re~$@D for cont$Cting these numerous i~dividu~ls h~ve ~®®~ 
rec@rded in the Birmirng@mm file in this rooatter. 

Beginning ~t th~ imcepti@Th of t~i$ investig~ti©fil 
@n the night of 4/4/68 9 ~11 logi©$l CI 0

~ ~~d PCI~s ~illid 
other cofilfidenti~l sour©~$ .~v~ilable t@ the Bi~~iillig~m~ 
Offi:ce ~m.d tllu.·@ughout it~ te.rrit@ry have b®®@ coillitmct@crL 
No positive re$ult~ resultede . 

On 4/8/689 SA DNRY A~ SNOW C@@ta~t@d BH 36i-c9 
a reliable confideillitial S@1!.llrce w~o is employed i@ th@ 
Delivery $!.XlM:l Money Ord({l)E' Departime@t @i l"E~TEU- UNI©M mt 
Binn:inghi!lmo CX wa&ll reqtIB.ei[llt®d t@ cJmeck $!Thy $.V&\ilri!bll@ lfe~@l"id~ 
which might reflect a 'i'@®~ter@ Umi@@ mi@@@ly @'.!!."@er !bieiroig 
received during the ~erti@e@t period wh~n GALT purchffi~@d 
th@ 1966 Mus tang for $1 9 995 o @O ¢ CI rep@rt®d tlmw.:t &11 
rec@~d~ pertairnirm~ to m@miey orders rec@iv@d wy ~~st@rmi U~i@mi 
f@r the ~onth of Aug@~t 9 1967 9 had b~elTh f@rw~~@®@ t@ t~~ 
~in Off ice @f Wiers tern UJnion St!, t Mi1lllme&p@l:ift& 9 ~:i.inirm~s®tal. ~ 
or might possi~ly be in th® Atlmnt£ 9 @e@rgi~ 2 Are& Officeo 

- -·----

, I 

,· 

·,.,cc.)~i 
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BB 44-1140 

Those Agents of the Birmingham Office who are 
familiar with matters relating to the Ku Klux Klan, hate 
groups,,and bombing suspects, thoroughly reviewed the 
voluminous files relating to such matters in the Birmingham 
Office for any logical suspect whose identity might be 
reflected therein" This file review did not produce positive 
results, but all bombing suspects were eliminated during 
t~e period of the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

A second subject, (FNU) GALT, is being carried in 
the title of this report to include.that individual a:sa 
subject of the Conspiracy violation of the Civil Rights Act~ 
upon -whi-ch the complaint and warrant were issued. at .Birmingham 
on 4-17-68" The identity of (FNU) GALT is unknow~ to the 
Birmingham Office but mention of him was made by subject 
ERIC s. GALT at the time he exchanged weapons at the 
AEROMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY .. _ 

An extra copy of this report· is being maintained 
in the Birmingham Office for delivery to the USA, Birmingham~ 
upon receipt of Bureau authority. 

C 

COVER PAGE 
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BH 44-1740 
·. NPS:jml .. 1 

• 

AT BIRMINGHAM t..!b~BA~~ 

• 

Oil Ap:r.~il 10, 1968, ,M.r.· HUGH JSGERTON, Postal 
Inspector, Birmingham; .. was confidentj,.ally · advised of 
the necessity for determ.ining any.forwarding addresses 

. left in either. the South Highl~nda: ~ranch of the Post 
'Office or the -Bi~ingham Branch· in th~ names ERIC 5 0 

GALT, HARVEY LOWr,IBY.ER or JOHN WII . .LARD ... Mr. EGERTON was 
· also ·reque$ted- to determj.ne, if poss;tble; the identity 
· and present disposi tj,.on of a. package and letter shipp~d 
from some c.ompany in Chicago, Illinois, ·to Mr. ERIC s.' 
GALT; 2608 Higb·l,and Avenue, Birmingham. He was further 
requested to review the su'Q:sc:ribers -of all :Post Office 
boxe~ · in the ·mai.n Birmingham station and the South High= 
lands· station. · 

On the same date, Mr. $GE~TON advised that 
he could locate no forwarding address~s .for any of tbe 
three individual$ menti.oned. He stated that it is 
impos&ible to determine the date or disposition of any 
package .delivered· to 2608 Hi.ghland Avenue, ~nless it was 
registered or COP, which would have. required a signature. 

· H~ .said .that_ any_ letters d~livered. to tbi,s address and 
not claimed would be returned·to tbe sender, if one was 
indicated, and, if n9t, would be retuJ;'ned to the dead 
letter station at eithew At~mphis, Tennessee, or the city 
in which postmarked. . · · ·· 

On the samt?,· date , Mr. EGERTON advi s,ed that he 
che~ked the carrier· :for this particular address to 
c;letennine the identity-of people moving away from this 

· address during thii:l pertinent per;iod. He determined thatr; -, 
on October 4, 1967, Mr. SAM J,, SCRIVER moved from 2608 ' 

· Highland. Avenue to· 1805 Pinson Str~et, Tar:J;"ant, Alal:ntma. ·. 
On October 18, l967, Mr. WILLIAM E. WILKINSON moved f~~m 
2608 Highland Avenue to 1805 Pinson Street, Tarrant. On 
December 26, 1967, Mr. GEORGE -DWIGIJT PARK. moved from 2608 
Highland Av~Que to tho YMCA 1 Birmingham. · .. 

· -On· April 11, 19$8, Mr. EGERTON advised that b@ 
agatn_ch~cked with. two ca~riers, Mr. R. a, WYNNE and 
Mr. w. It. V~ST, and learned that his ca~riers' bo~k ~h@w~ 

. that ERlC s. GALT was noted as n.o longer living at 2608. 
Highland Avenue as .of.October·2s, 1967. Mr. EGERroN ~a::a:d 

'-•--
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BH 44.-1740 
NPS:jnil 
2 ...,. . 

• 

that this indicated that GALT had received mail on 
October 28, 1967,.o~ shortly before, and it was returned 
to the carrier on October 28, caus:t::ng him to make this 
notation in his bpok.. ·· 

Oi;i the san1e date, J,!r; EGERTON advised that he 
had checked all box holders, pr~sen.t and for the past 
two years, in .the So-uth Highland~ Branch and had not 

· found e>ne in the name of GALT,. J.,.OW'MEYER or WILL.ARD., He 
stated that he would perso11,ally check· alltbe box holders 
in the downtown branch, but that this would take more time-$ 

E 
COVER PAGE 
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·FEDERAi- ~UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 12 ;. 1968 

On April 12, 1968, Postal Inspector Hugh Egerto~, 
u.: s. Po?t Office Building, Birmingham, Alabama~ furnished· 
to Speci~l Agent Lawrence G. Gettings two.copies of a , 
M.!=1-il Arrival_ Notice. The Article Ntimber,· as it appeared 
on the M~il Arrival Notice, was partially obliterated; 
however, it appea:red to be 676236~. The na.me·and address 

_ which appeared on the notice was Eric Galt, 2608 Hi_. Ave. 
The Mail ·:Arrival Notice ,reflected that the· article was 
mailed and insured at Chicago, Illinois. The notice was 
signed by R. Cherpes on 10-4-67. · The· name of· the postman 
who delivereq t~e package, as it-appeared on the Mail 
Arrival ~otice, was not legible to the naked eye. 

On 4-12-68 at Birmingham, Alabama File# 44-1740 

;t. 
, -·. ·· SA Lawrenc~ G. Gettings :rlg :,;,,lJ1 .. , 4-12-6 8. \i\ · by ____ .;.___""!:_, _____ .;._ ________ ~~-·::..·· -" -D,ate dictated ---~--,,-----

. ·- . This:document contains {1,either recommendations nor conclusions of the FBl. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
ci·, · your agency; it and its c9ntents are not to be distributed outsid ·~ eJI•; · . . ' 
t(. 

. , 

-,·, 
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v-2 04 (Rev. ~ -,., , -- . . . -
Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA HENRY A. SNOW 
April 17 1 1968 

I 

Office: BIRMINGHAM 

Field Office File -ff.: BH 44-1740 Bureau File_ -/1.: 44-38861 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

ERIC STARVO GALT; 
(FNU) GALT. 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KINGi, JR .. - VICTiN. 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Murder weapon, a Remington 30. 06,, . Model 760, Serial 
No. 461416, was one of a shipment from Remington-Arms 
Company, Bridgeport, Connecticut,·Jo•Wimberly-Thomas 
Hardware Company, Birmingham, and sold on 8/31/66 to 
AEROMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY, Birmingham. Employees that 
·concern recall an individual, who was tater identified 
from photograph as ERIC S. GALT, had first visited 
Aeromarine Supply Compa11y on two oc·casions Friday, 
3/29/68, when he purchased a .243 caliber Remington 
rifle, Model 700, which was equ,ipped on that date with 
Redfield scope 2x-7x; paid casii:,"and gave name HARVEY 
LOWMEYER, 1907 South 11th Stree~; Birmingham. On 
following day, Saturday, 3/30/68;_ .$ame individual 
returned after telephonic contact and eKchanged this 
rifle for the murder weapon, a Remington Model 760, 
30.06 caliber, to which scope.was attached. Investi­
gation at address given, 1907 - 11th Street South, 
and a11·surrounding neighborhood revealed that LOW'MEYER, 
or any individual possibly identical, was unknown as 
residence occupied over thirty years by elderly mother 
of local attorney, w. A. JENKINS. Records Jefferson 
County Department of Revenue, Birmingham, revealed 1968 
Alabama license 1-38993 issued to ERIC s. GALT, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham, for 1966 Mustang two-door~ 
VIN 6T07Cl90647. Previous registration for this car 
was to WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, residence - 701 South 48th. 
Street, Birmingham. PAISLEY advised he purchased car 
from local Birmingham dealer on 12/15/66 and sold same 
to· GALT on 8/30/67 for $1,995000 cash, paid in front of 
local downtown bank after GALT had visited his residence 
and inspected car on 8/29/67oin response to newspaper ad. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of t.he FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agericy, 
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BH 44-1740 

Synopsis: (continued) 

Investigation determined GALT rented room at rooming 
house operated by PETER CHERPES, 2608 Highland Avenue, 
on the sout.hside of Birmingham, on 8/26/670 .Maintained 
room until approximately 10/7/67 when departed for 
unknown destination; had in possession the 1966 Mustang 1 

which he kept parked in center median of the avenue and 
apparently used same very little. While there,-dlALT w~s 
unemployed 9 claiming he was on vacation and did not 
associate·with,other roomers, all.of whom are being 
contacted._ Shortly prior to departure from rooming 

- house, received package later determined to have been 
shipped from a photographic company in Chicago~ which 
contained a camera and other equipment. A rtandard 
Oil Service Station on Highland Avenue _determined to 
have been source o:fS & H Green Stamps distributed 
during period 9/8-22/67t which were recovered from 
GALT 0 s effects in abandoned Mustang at Atlanta, Georgiao 
Also, a dry-cleaning ticket recovered at Atlanta 
determined issued by neighboring cleaning establishment 
on Highland Avenuej Birmingham, under name GAULT., On 
8/28/67, ERIC s-~·/.GALT<.;r.ented safe deposit box #5517 
at Main Office, Birmingham Trust National Bank, and 
record reveals entries to box after that date on 
September 5, 21 and 28, 1967. Box surrendered to bank 
12/13/67 after receipt of letter from GALT enclosing 
both keys., stating he no longer needed as had moved. 
Letter believed postmarked Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
GALT determined to have enrolled for five weekly classe$ 
in'dance instruction at the Continental Dance Club 
Studios, Graymont Ave., Birmingham, on 9/12/67. Gave 
same rooming house address on registration card. 
Operators of that establishment anqpersons who attended 
classes with GALT unable to furnish pertinent background 
information regarding him. Extensive investigation 
conducted in effort- to secure furt'her information re­
garding GALT during his period of residence at rooming 
house·and also on the days he apparently ret~rned to 
Birmingham to purchase rifle.- This encompassed nu~er1Du~ -
n~ighborhood investigations, contacts;with boarding 
houses, hotels and motels, financial institutions, 
airlines, taxicabs, bus stations, aQtomobile insurance 
agencies, libraries 1~ laUJ1dry and .dry-cleaning establish­
ments, divorce records 1 barge line operators, and all 

_other similar investigative phases, which did not produce 
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BH 44-1740 

Synopsis: (continued) 

additional evidence. On 4/16/68, a photograph forwarded 
to the Birmingham Office by the Los Angeles Office of 
ERIC S. GALT was exhibited to three witnesses at AEROMARINE 
Supply Company, two of them stating in their opinion same 
was identical to the HARVEY LOWMEYER, purchaser of the 
murder weapon. On 4/17/68, AUSA R. -MACEY TAYLOR, 
Birmingham, authorized the filing of a complaint charging 
ERIC STARVO GALT with Conspiracy to violate Section 241, 
Title 18, USC, and recommended bond in amount of $50,000. 
On same date, SAC JOSEPH H. GAMBLE filed the complaint 
before USC MILDRED F. SPRAGUE, Birmingham, and warrant 
issued, which is being maintained in Birmingham Office. 
SINCE SUBJECT IS CHARGED WITH MURDER BY USE 0~ A HIGH­
POWERED RIFLE, HE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMELY 
DANGEROUS, 

- p -

DETAILS : AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

-3-
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KEEF, RALPH . • • • . • · • .. • . 

. KELLY, HERB;ERT • 

. KLYCE, JOE • • • • • • Clo 0 . . . 

• 130 

. . . 131 

. . . " •• 39 

o • • • • e a o 65 

130 
.-· 

KLYCE, PETE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ·• • • • 130 

. KOPP 9 JOHN MICHAEL 

LADNER, Mrs. DORIS 

LE1HS, J. A. 

LIBERTY MOTORS . . 
LOWh!EYER, HARVEY . 

• • • • • • 

. . . . • • 

• . . . . • 

• • 122-125, 

. . . • • • . . . 105-10'1 · 

127 

. . . . . • . . • . • 133 

0 • . . . • . . • . . 18 

126 

MANASCO, CLYDE ROYAL . . • . . 0 . . . . • . . . • . 116, 117-119 
. ' 

. MAC MOTORS • . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . • • • 135 

/ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i 

I 

4 

BH 44-1740 

NAME 

McCLINTON~ WILLIAM P •. 

MORRISON, ROBERT D •. 

I N D E X 

. . 

MORTIMER, JAMES H. 

MYERS, MRS. JOAN. 

MYERS, MARLIN C. 

ODOM, LAURINE .. 

-a•,r,,i,(i-al)OQ9-!iiD-OD(la 

PAISLEY, WILLIAM D •• . . 
PAISLEY 1 Mrs. William D. 

PAISLEY, WILLIAM DAVID .• 

. . . . 

. . . 

P,ai.~ Nos. 

121 

42 

83 

100 9 101 ~ 102 . 

91~999 102 

130 

48, 50 
) 

56 

59 

PAISLEYt WILLIAM DAVID~ JR.,· ....••.•..• 52 

PATTERSON 9 WILLIAM • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 39 

PHILLIPS 9 JIMMY (Standard Oil Service Station) ••• 140 

PENTON MOTORS 

POPINK0 9 JACK. 

. . 

REEDY, Mrs. CATHERINE. 

. . . . . 

., " .., . 

. . 134 

40 

88 

RODDAM, GLORIA •....•...•••....•• i30 

RUFFIN, DEWEY ••. . . . 

SAFE DEPOSIT BOX# 5517 (BTNB) . 

SALTZMANN, Mrs. CHRIS .•••• 
• SHUBERT, DON. 

SIMMONS, RALPH .. 

. . 

. . . . . • 0 130 

. . . . . . 82 

. . 
. . . 

39 

47 

127 

SKELTON, Mrs. NEWTON (VIRGINIA} . • • • . . . • • 37 

SMITH, CHARLES T. 
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JOHN -· l.";: • 

- - ~--- '. 

8 I:·i I 'I'fi , J ,.. -L . 

S'fRI CKLAND, PE:RCY 

-STRICKLIN, HOLLIS 

SULLIVAN, MIKl~ •' .- •. . ' 
'_! "·.-: 
.•. ~--- '.,i 

TAYLOR, MACEY s. 

TRAMMELLt BARNEY -. 

TRAMMELL, BARNEY OLDFIELD., .JH. . ' 
WASHBURN, Mrs. SALLY ANN 

WlnLi WARREN, p, ···\·~ 
:., . ' l.J.tl. 166 

WHALEY, PAri'R'ICIA 1.29 

WHITE, BETTY .. 154 

WOOD, DONALD F. . • . . 
WOOD, ROBERT E. . , SR. 21 

WOODS, BILL . . 

/ 
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BH 44-1740 
ME. 44-1987 
HAS :mas 

L 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

LEGEND or· LOC..t\TIONS VISITED BY ERIC S. GALT 
DEPICTED ON CITY MAP OF BIRMINGHAM• ALABAMA ___ .......... _.... .. .._ ...................... """"' ............. · __ .......,.._._ .... ~ ... ---------........ -_.,,-,.-----·-----

Fictitious address 1907 11th Street South 
given by GALT at time of purchase of rifle o 

Location of Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701. 
Airport Highway, where rifle purchased. 

Rooming house operated by Mr. PETER CHERPES,. 
2608 Highland Avenue, where GALT resided 
from August 26, 1967, to about October 7, 19670 

Main Office of Birmingham Trust ,National. Bank$ 
112 North 20th Stre~t, where GALT m~intained 
safety deposit box from August 28t 1967, until 
cancelled· by bank on December ·13, 1967. 

Location of c01,tinenta 1 :Pa nee Club Studios, 
731½ G,raymont Avenu~, where GALT enrolled on 
September 12, 1967. 

Res;i.dence address of WILLIAM D. PA ISLEY, 701 
Soutb 48th Street, where GAL! answered newspaper 
ad to purchase 1966- white Mustang on August 29 9 

1967, and sale const;tmmated following day. 

Nffi'E: Th.e address of The Gun Rack, 1507 31st Street, SW~ 
and Long-Lewis Hardware Company, 2014 2nd Avenue North 9 

Bessemer, Alabamtt, are located several miles southwest of 
the area depicted on the map and not readily shown. These 
stores of interest due to d~scriptiQn of individual, possibly 
iden-t-ical with GALT, furnished ty salesman as exhibiting 
unusua 1 interest in gims and their ballistics. 

~-l1 ~:~-
· ·-

------'--------- --·· 
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BB 44-1740 
HAS:.hss / 

COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION GIVEN BY WITNESSES; 
ARTIST 9 S SKETCH; AND DATES ERIC S. GALT 
KNOWN TO ~VE BEEN IN BIRMINGHAM: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age~ 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 
Characteristics: 

Residence: 

Occupation.: 

Knowledge of Gun: 

White 
Male 
32 - 3@ 
5 9 8" - 5°10° 
165 - 175 
Blue; large pupils; habit ~f 
staring intently while 
co~versing;others say looked down. 
Medium brown, not parted, 
combed .oack, rather sAitort 
with some "rippl~- wave99 as 
appeared to have formerly 
been short crew-cut. 
Medium to pale -· 
Meek; mild-mannered; quiet; 
non-smoker but occasionally­
user of alcohol 9 possibly_ 
beer and/or Vodka. 
Ne~tly dressed on occ~sions i~ 
business suitt white shirt and 
tie; other occasions, sport 
clothes. 
Rooming b.ouse - 2608 High-1£\i.!IM:I 
Avenue, on south side of 
Birmi~gham~ Alabama. 
Unemployed while in. Birmiimgham; 
read newspapers and "relaxed. vv 

Witnesses at AEROM!ARINE SUPPLY 
COMPANY stated subject did not 
appear to have any knowledge 
of high-powered rifles. 
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1 • BH 44-1140 

DATES AND LOCATIONS GALT KNOWN DILE AT BIRMINGHAM 

August 29, 1967: 

September 12, 1967: 

October 3, 1961: 

October 3, 1967: 

Rented room at 2608 ~ighland Ave~~e 9 

Birmingh~m, in boarding b~U$~ 
operated by PETER C!!mR!?ES. 

Rented safe deposit box #5511 at 
Main Office of Birmingham Trust 
Natio~al Bank i~ downtown Birmingham. 

R~plied to newspaper cla~sified ~d 
for purchase of 1966 white Mustang 
from local residentj WILLIAM De 
~AISLEY, at his reside~ce a.nd sale 
consummated in do~.ntow~ Birmingham 
the foll@w:i.ng day 9 8/30/67. _ 

Period during which. S & i! Greeim 
Stamps, which were fOUR1l.d in GALT 0

~ 

abandoned Mustang in Atlanta, were 
distributed to customer~ at 
Standard Oil Service Statien 9 

2188 Highland Avenue, Birmingham. 

GALT enrolled for 5 weekly cla~se~ 
in dance instruction at Continerital 
Dane~ Club Studios, aka Friends~ip 
Clubj Birmingham, giving residence 
address as 2608 Highland_Avenuey 
Birminghamo 

Dry-cleaning ticket, which had been 
recovered £rom GALT 0s effects at 
Atlanta,, identified as having BJieen 
issued on this date for the pre~sing 
of a coat at Hayfield Clea!lller&sf, 
2222 Highland Avenue, under name 
GAULT. , 

Records of Superior Bulk Film Conmpamy 9 

Chicago, reflected ~hipment of ph~to­
grapbic equipment and camera to GALT 
at the Highland Avenue rooming house 
address. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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BH 44-1140 

October 5, 1961: 

October 1, 1967: 

October 22~ 1967: 

November 20, 1967: 

December 13, 1967: 

March 29, 1968: 

March 30, 1968: 

PETER CHERPES, @perator of rooming 
house, ~608 HighlaDd Av~nue, signed 
f@r pack~ge addre~~ed to GALT. 

GALT wr~te typewritt~~ letter fr@m 
~i~ rooming ho~se at Birming!bla~ to 
the ~uperior Bulk Film Ccmpa~y, 
C!blic~g©, returllli~g @ne camera w~ic~ 
~ad bee~ delivered al@mg wit~ ot~er 
pJhl(Q)t_ograph_ic eq\\Ilipment. 

Approximate date of GALT 9 w departure 
from his Birmingha~ roo~ing h@tl.US®, 
and no further c~rre~pondence re­
ceived from him ~Y PETEn CHEru?>E~. 

Letter from S\\Ilperi~r Bulk Film Compa~y, 
Chicago, returned from the roomi~g 
!blouse address at Birmillllgl'mam •. 

R®cords of Superior ~ulk Film Comp~ny, 
CJ'micago, reflect typewritte~ letter 
from ~A~T requesting a refund on t~~ 
returned camera be sent to ~im at 
Puerto Vallarta, Jali~co, Mexico, 
l!i(!)tel Rio. •· 

Records of the film compalllly at C~icago 
reflect letter from GALT advisi~g -!'me 
llmd not received ~is refund and re­
questing same be sent then to 1535 
N~rth Serran@ 9 Los Angeles 9 California. 

GALT~s safe deposit box, -Birmingb~m 
Trust Nati~nal Bank, Birmingham, 
cancelled a~d found empty upon receipt 
of letter.enclosi~g keys, believed 
~iled in W\\Ili~iana. 

@ALT purchased @lllle rifle from AEROBRID 
Supply Company, Birmingham, and ~~d 
scope Mounted. 
GALT returned ~bova gun to AEROBRENE 
a~d traded same for th~ murder we~pon. 

10 
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VIEW OF AEBOMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY 
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FEDERAL BU~EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4=/--=1=1=/---'-6_8 ___ _ 

J'OE F • lBXDDLE, M~JtJl~l.~®1r 9 Sp@rting Good~ D@part= 
~®®t, Wimberl®y-Thoma~ Hardw~li"d C©mpany, 1809 Fir~t 

· ;.\w(ll)!!llU®, South, Birmingham, was contacted at apprmit::imat@Jl.y 
8:30 a.,m. and advi:sed that he bad already been contact@d 
lbly the ·man from ~emington-.6htllilll~ Company in Bridg~p@rt 9 

C@nn®ctictut, and bad b®@!ll advi~ed by him that Reidllllfgl;t@JJll 
30.,06 rifle, s~rial ~umb~r 461476i had b~en ~hipp®d t@ 
Wimberley on March 30, 196~ 9 ~nd@r Remington i~voic@ 
numb@r 55868. 1 

Mr. BIDDLE stated that this ordElr wa~ :r-@c®iv<ed 
31;md wa:s, in fact~ a shipment @f 418 guns of vari@U@£ t1p®~. 

He consult~? his record b@@k~ captio!lll@d D~ily 
Report of Sal~ of Guns ~nd Pistol~, and determin®d that 
Remington rifle, caliber 30.06 9 marketed under Remllt@gt@mi 
symbol number 9684, serial number 461476, had be@@ ~old @n 
Au.gust 31, 1966, to Aeromarine Supply Company~ 5101 A:ii.,r!P)@:irt 
Bighwayp Birmi~gham. · 

On ------41=5,,_/=6=8 __ at -~Bim_ing~am P Ala)l»a1i1Mll. Fil~ # _....,B"""H.,.__4.,__4..:::=::..sl._,,_'1_,,4=.@'------

by _...£S""'A~A __..NE~,lt,..,La1..., JP~-~·-..J!s;:,11· HA_NuA!4-JluA;uN.!..,:o.,,1jµim11.,1l1o..., -------,Date dictated ---'4""'./_,,l,._,,].""/-:,6"""8"----­

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the prqperty of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributeq,.Qµtside your agency. . . ··.,. j_d. 

,..,l!. 
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,·D-3 02 (Rev. 4-l 5·64) 

l FEOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4;:_/_l_l/_6_8 ____ _ 

At approximateJ,.y 10 :3o··a.m. DONALD F~ · WOOD 
was cont.acted at Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 ihUrpo:ir'lt 
Highway;:·:.Biuingham, and. advised that he is the son of 
ROBERT E;' WOOD, SRo, who'·is the owner of the Ae:womaX':i.iru@ 
Supply ·company. WOOD was discreet.ly questioned con­
cerning the sale of a Remington caliber 30.06 riflep 
serial numbex- 461476, which Aeromarine b.ad purchased 
from Wimberley-Thomas in August, 1966. - DONALD F. WOOD 
immediately stated that he had bea:i;-d the accounts ,of tlhl@ 
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING the previous day@~ 

- the radio and ha<,i immediately r~called selling a ri f1@ 9 

as was described in the newspaper as the murder weap@@9 'fr:@ 
an individual about a week be tore the murder. WOOD . 
immedi_ately- searched for an,d found a sales invoice in lbul~ 
records and indicated that-on Saturd~y, March 30i, 1968 9 b®' 
bad sold_ this gun to an individual. usj,ng the name HARVE'f 
LOWMEYER. . - -

. After, obtaining both copie$ of this sales 
invoice, ~. WOOD was reqµested to accompany th® int®Jl"= 
viewing Agent to the BimiQgham Office of the FBI g wb:lL©mi 
he agreed to dQ. Mr. WOOD was transported to the BiwrmiRil!Fl= 
ham Office of the FBI, where he furnished the foilow:iJIBg 
signed statement: 

"Birmingham, Alabama 
Apri 1 5, 196·8 

"I, OONALD F. WOOD, hereby ·m~ke 
this statement to Special Agent .-NEIL P. SHANAHAN 
who has identified himself to me as a Speriial 
Agent of the Federal Bureau of lnvestigationo I 
reside at 405' Lan~e Lan~, Birmingham, Alabama\a@d 
subscri:bE;l to telephone number, 8?6-4918. I am 
employe:d by my father, ROBERT Ee WOOD, SR. at th@ 
Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport Highwayp 
Birmingham, Ala., as a salesman. 

On _----"4~/_5~/..cc.6--=S __ at ---=B=i'""'rm=i __ n ..... g=h=am-'=-,,__, _A_l=a_b=-a-'m~a __ File # _ ___;_;B_H_4_4_=_1_7_4_@ ____ _ 

I 

by ---=S=A---=NE=I=L=--=P'-"~'---"'S=H=A=N=A=HA=N""":.~jm=l-------Date dictated __ 4_;_/_l_l_/_6_8_, __ _ 

This document contains neithe~ recommendations nor conclusions -of-the FBI,Ai'~t is the property of the FBI and is loaned ·to 
your agency; it and its contents ar~ not to be· distribv.ted outside ~our agenc..,.J.:5 · 

' a , 
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"On Friday, March 29t 1968, sometim® 
in the early afternoon I had just returned fr@m 
lunch when I observed Mr. u. L. BAKER, als~ a 
salesman, completing the sale of a rifle t@ an 
individual unlmown to me. Mr. BAKER had jani.':lt 
sold this man a Remington, Model 700, Caliber 
.243 Winchester wi.th a 2x-7x Redfield Scope 
mounted thereon. Atr. BAKER had made this sale 
and had also mounted and bore sighted the seep~ 
on our machine. This individual also bought o~® 
box of 20 rounds of .243 Norma a~munition. H® 
pa1ed c~sh for this sale. When I first otHs«-~rv®d 
this· man he wa~ dressed :i.I) a dar~ business suit 
with a whit~ shirt and tie, as well as I rem~mb®~• 
He was appro~imat~ly 5'8" tall, 150 to 160 pouiltdS 
and had dark hair. He had a mediuJll·complexi©lfll al!l\d 
appeared to be a meek indivi(lual. This individual 
had given his µame as HARVEY LOWMEYER and stat®d 
that he ~esided at 1907 South 11th Street, 
Birmingbam, Alabama. He also advised that be wa~ 
36 years of age. 

"This information was not given to m® 
personally by th~ individual, but I determinl!;ld it 
from the bill of sal~ that was prepared by 
lfr. BAKE!t •. 

, ''Following th~ sale this individual l®ft 
the store carrying the gun ih a cardboard box 
ut~lized by the Browning Manufactu~ing Company. 
This box was U$ed because with the scope mount~d 
the rifle would not fit in the normal Remington lb>®.:~. 
He also took the empty Remington manufacture~'s 
carton with him when he left. 

"It_ was, as best l recall, either latrer 
that afternoo~ or ~~rly the following Saturday 
morning when this individual called on the tele­
phone and stated that he had had a conversati@n 
with his brother and decided that the gun h~ ha@ 
purchased was not the gun he wanted and he r@qu®~t®~ 
whether he could exchange it for a Remingto~, M@d®l 
760, 30.06 caliber. I advised him that we c«:n11ld 
make· this exchange bu,t t:tiat it would cost him a!lll 
additional $5 0 00. 

16 
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"At appro~:i.ma~ely 9 :00 AM on Sat@l"<day, 
~arch 30, this sam® individual return®d t© th@ 
store with the gun h@ bad previou~ly purcha$@d. 
Wh@n he r@turn@d the ~,n he had the gun ~till i~ 
the Browning b~~. I told him that! would chang® 
the scop® fr~m the caliber .243 rifle to th@ 
Model 760, b~t that.it would take me until app~@~i= 
mately 3:00 o'clock i_n. the af.ternaon and I 
iltllstructed him t~ return at 3:0Q o'clock and it@ ~1r:!ID:t~ 
the original ~~mington box fo,r the ~alib@r .243 
w~apon with him when he came ·as X would_ n@®d a oo~ t@ 
~tore the gun in. I gave him the ~~del · 760 g\ll\111 aimed 
I b~lieve that J. left it in the Drowning cart@~. X 
did not receive the $5.00 because in exchang'i~g t~~ 
scope X bad to use a Weaver base and ring~ i~~t@~d 
of the Redfield base .and rings and this mad® ~P th@ 
cost difference,. I also exchanged tm box @f .243 
caliber ammunitiQn for a box of 30.06 ammumti©~ 

. which· I believe was Peters ·Core Lokt, 150 glt"ai rn, . 
20 rounds per box. He left the store car~ying t~® i~~ 
in the cardboard box. 

oenu.ring· the course of our d@aii lllg:S @ll:il 

Saturday I asked this individual why he didn't w~nt 
the caliber .243 _ gu.n and X told him that :it w~~ !iU. 
big en@u.gh gun to bring -down any deer in Jtl!.aballil1$J.. H@ 
stated in an offhand manner that he want~d the 3@.@6 
caliber gun because he was going to use it to ~~~t·i~ 
Wi~conmn. 

1
' At th® pl"~isent time this is all tlbiat )I ©Wlllil 

remembE.u~ corl°~®)rl/Utlg tQe transaction wi t.b this ir.1©1:i'l. wi= 
d'O.llal. 

"I have r~ad this- signed stat®m®lllt and · 
accept wheJre I have initiated one correctiollil. Jr 
find it to consist of t~is and t~o oth®r pag®~ a~~ 
it is true and correct. 

"/s/ OONALD F. WOOD 

"/s/ NEU½! P. SHf-H-1AHAN, Sp~oial Ag@nt, 
FBI, 4/5/68 . . 

;, 

"ls/ MARVIN M. EUBANKS, Special i\g@nt, 
FBI, Birmingham, •4/5/68. 9~ 
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\ Phone 595,2142 
AIRCRAFT=AUTOMOTIVE 

MARINE-SPORTING GOODS: 
PARTS & SUPPLIES · 

. : . ; ·. ~ -· .. 
·._·. ~- -~:~· .. : .. _~:.~ ~ .. •.· .. :·.·.~ : .. :. ~ ··:. ~-- .- . : ... - --~-.~ ----,----. .,_ . 

~ \-----·----:--~---.-. ·~~:--... _.--.. -.-:~--· ;, ..... :-:-~--;¼ 

AEROMARINE SUPPLY CO. 
5701 BIR.MINGMAM AIRPORT HIGHWAY·. 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35212 . 
INVOICE 
NUMBER 

rJu ·;,; .~·\,;_;,~ 
2251A 
196P 

.; 

•. · 11, C~'Etl lS CIVEH IN F\l\.t. OR l"AflT PAYM£1iT FOR 'tfflS ll'(YOECe;,. TlT\.I SMAlL 1'EW:AU( .. l'fH SELLEll 12RTIL CHIECw_: H~S 
CLtARtD BANK IIC YHICH Cl,Z.AWN, AT "rMIC OPT[ON or THt SEl.LlR.. 

RECEIVED BY 

. . _ ... _., _______ .. _. ·· .... '..;;. _._ . · _ _j 

' 
r / 

I 
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F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 

Date April 8 2 1968 

DONALD F. WOOD, residence 405 Lance Lane, BirmiDgh~m, 
the son of the owner of Aeromarine Supply Company 9 · .Airport · 
Highway, was asked if he could identify a customer who pur~has®d 
a gun case for a Varmint model rifle on March 29, 1968. WOOD 9 
after checking bis invoices, noted thJt there was such a sale 
made on March 29, 1968, but the. invoice was madf) out to '9Casful. n 
WOOD recalled,_ however, that this customer is a regular <e11:u~tom@r 
who is a white male, about 25 years old, five feet, te~ i~ch@s 9 

170 pounds, long, black hair, whose first name is JOBNo WOOD 
further recalled that he had sold a Browning pistol to this ma~ 
about two•-and one-half years ago. WOOD then checked his record~ 
and identified this man as JOHN WEBSTER DeSHAZO, 17 Montevallo 
Lane, Mountain.:, Brook, Alabama, who purchased- a irowning Staindard 
Weight Pistol on December llt 1965. 

Later on April 7, 1968, DON WOOD made¾available the 
following weapons which had been identified by JOHN WEBSTER 
DeSHAZO as having been handled by the person who purchased a 
rifle and scope sight at the Aeromarine SupplyCompan.y on 
March 29, 1968: 

weapons. 

One Browning Safari grade, caliber .243, 
bolt-action rifle, Serial No .. 3700Z5, 
Stock No. 946A. 

One Remington Model 700, heavy barrel, .• 
Varmint .243 Winchester, Serial No. 266009, 
Stock No. 753A. 

One Remington Model 788, caliber .30~30, bolt= 
action rifle, Se.rial No. 020726, Stock No. 756A. 

Mr. WOOD was furnished a receipt for the above 

on 4/7 /68 at Birmingham, Alabama File# BH -44-1740 
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT ME 44- 1987 

- and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER RMB:mas 4/8/68 · 
by . _ 1;:-· 11'"!:fate dictated . 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the~~ It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 

Date April 14 9 1968 

Immediately following the receipt of a package at 
approximately 12:30, a.m., April 8, 1968, containing three 
weapons from Special Agent ROBERT M. BARRETT, Special Agent 
RALPH N. BUTLER hand-carried- them aboard a Delta .Airlines 
flight~ changing to an. Easte;rn AirlinE;ts ·flight in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and ultimately acc,:ompanied them to Mr. GEOR~E BONEBRAKE 
of the FBI Identification. Division at approximately 8:00 a·.m. 
on April 8, 1968. · · 

These items, from the time they were delivered to SA 
BUTLER, did not leave· his possession until delivered to Mr. 
BONEBRA J{E ~ 

f . 

Birmingham, Alabama -
On __ 4_/_8_/_6_8 __ at Washington, D. C. File# __ B_H_·_4~4_-_17_4_0 ____ _ 

----==----Date dictated __ 4_;./fil_Jl._/:_E>_B ___ _ , SA RALPH N. BUTLER:mas by-------'--------, 
This document contains neither recommendations no '-"eonclusi' . the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outs.ide your agency. 

-------
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·D-302 [Rev, 4•15-611 

l FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.4/11/68 Date----------

At_ appro::d~ately 1:00 p,.m. on April 5, 1968 9 

Mro OOBERT E 0 WOOD, SR., and DONALD F. WOOD acc@mpam@d 
the interviewing Agents to tne Ae:romarine Supply_ Comrra@Jr 9 

5701 Airport Highway, Bi~ingham, where DONALD F,. WOOD . 
made available a :Remington Model 700, caliber ,.243, ~!fl@, 
which was believed by them to have been handled by t~@ 
unknown individual who had purchased the Remington ll«@d.@l 
760 rifle on March 30, 1968. DONALD F~ WOOD also f\Ulz,1ruiwlb!®d 
ni~e boxes of caliber ,.243 awnunition from their inw@mt@~J 
stating that one box of this ammunitio~ was believ®d t@ 
have been hanqled by the individual who-purchased tlbl<e rg\lli1li.lu 
DONALD F,. WOOD also furnished a set of Redfield base~ :m.1md 
rings which had been the original ba~e.s arid rings f@Jrllili mh@«i 
by the manufacturer of the Reqfield $cope. 

Mr. WOOD j~irs-\ fµ.rni;shed a signed _receipt fo:rr 
the above item,;. , · · ,· 

. Imm~diately followtng the receipt of the~e it®~S 9 

SA NEIL P,. SHANAHAN hand oar~i ed them aboard a Uni t@d AiE>= 
lines flight, Qbanging to a Delta fligµt in Atlattta 9 t1-®@wita 9 

and ultimately accompanied tpe1t1 to Mr. GEORGE BONE!flRAD cr»f 
the FBI Identification Division at approximately 8:00 p.mQ 
same date. These items, from the t~me they were deliw®Jr@d 
to SA SHANAHAN, d~d not leave his possession until d®liw®W®d 
to Mr. BONEBRAKE. . 

4/5/68 Birmingham, Alabama BH 44=1140 On ~-----at ___ .,._ __________ File# __________ _ 

SAs NEIL P.· SHANAHAN and 
by NEIL G. MARTIN: NPS/jml Date dictated _4_/_1_1_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of tha,. · It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ag_ency. · ' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

. r 

· On 

FEDERAL BUREAU -OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ------"4"-'/....,.8"'-'f'--"6 ..... 8---

JOHN WEBSTER DESHAZO, 17 Mo~tevallo Lane~ Mou~t~illil 
Brook, furnished the followi'ng: 

DESHAZO is a regular and freqµent customer at Ae~o= 
marine Supply C()mpany, A.irport Highway, Birmingham.. DE snzo 
is also a member of the National Ri,fle. Association (NRA} a1md 
therefore has an extensive ~nd.avid interest in weapo~s. 

On March 29, 19-68, DE SJIAZO. went· to the Aer@m~rillile SU)l»ll}JlJ 
Company, arriving sometime around ·3 :OQ P.M. Be was the,re :lf@r 
about one to one and Qne-half hours. :At. the time he arrived s 

·· the son of tbe owner, DON WOODS, was Qut to lunch, and DE SDW 
wanted to conduct his business with WOODS. About twenty lffilil.lil1!.lltca~ 
after DESHAZO arrived, a man in a dark $bade of brow@ bmisi@ess 
suit which was wrinkled as if he. h,ad ~een working or travelillill 9 

came into the store. DE SHAZO said bis ·first impressiol!il of this 
man was. that· ·he did not look like· a hunter or an outdoor$MSUn 9 

and that he appeared to be out of place in the store~ It wa$ 
apparent to DE SBAZO in watching this man that be did ~ot 
know anything about rifles •. He looked at and handled sevelt"a:Il. 
dif~erent weapons and finally decided to buy a Remingt@n 
Model .700 .• 243 Winchestero :He also ordered a Redfield Va.~iable 
scope. The tot•l cost 0,f this purchase. would have bee1m ab@Ullt 
$270. DE SHAZO recalled s;1.ying ·tq tbi.Ei! man, uyou 9 ve ~eally 
got quite a gun there - you' 11 have to. learn bow to use i to oq 
The man replied ..that he was going deer hunting with his br@the:w 9 

or brother-in-law, in W~sconsin, who had invited him to hu14\to 
This man also $lid that he was now able to buy a rifle ooh® 

. was going to get a good one. $ometime while DE SHAZO \'W~s 
. observing this man,, he notieed t·hat be COl.lld detect the @d@:if 
of alcohol on his ·breath. He, sa~d the man was not drutmk 9 

bleary-eyed, nor was hi_s speech slurred·, but he had defitmit<e1ly 
been drinking. DE SBAZO said whe.n Ile left the store tlhli~ 
purchaser was still in the store waitlng f()r a salesmam, ~~~~d 
BAKER to get the scope. sigbt mo,u:ited on the rifle that tbis 
man had purchased, 

4/7 /68 at Mountain Brook, Alabama file# BH 44-1740 

SAs ROBERT M. IJARRJTT and . r,. 
by ____ W;..;;I=L=L=I=A=M..;..;. A~,·....,s=A=U"-C'"-I-E=R'""":=-R=M=B ..... :J .... · b.._t.CC.-_-:ii,:"£.""'"·-__ ggt~ dictated __ 4~/;_8~f_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains ~ither recommeridat~ons ~or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be d\stributed outside your agency. 
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; '.;H;J·2:vij~tt.~;i~;rtf ~0Ul~ :~J~;l o~ly two laborers c-iu,g 
.. ,. ·1:-n~o- ·t·.he··:•·st·o.re·.'·:wbfler ·this man was. there. and that tbe:t>e \Wex-e 

. ·. · _: two .. per-so*s )~ehi~d-· · the ·counter, BAKER ~nd a man named STEi»I!KI~JNfS • 
. -.,: '-~--~_;_-_-. . -_: .-·~· ... . _:;~:-•.• -':~ -~-.-,t·: .. 

t~~t JJ,,i}:l~ilri~:1:;z::,nTit;".,~,=~u::i' 1::~~==eu, . 
. :-,-.ndi;,w~:jf::'tt~if?~·b~~·fyed:)$mqJd'.ng at ia~f··-~ime·.: DE· SHAZO s~id ~@we:w&i.Il 
-t:~~.ii(}t.llii.~{/lil~\\~ltiii;~:iij~.·,J,a~:''.'q:,:"~WP,i· ~o:· t;~fs man- becalUse @:It Inti~ 
... lli9_l( cf~: ;;kb.t">W;l~e.ij:g~/,;of/-~~a;P,o~Jf :, ~n;a i: ·. iri •· ·.µE .. SIJA 2'Al' s opi ni@llil 9 t ltd~ 

:;-' ma·n _liij<t no:'\liuJs.i))e::$-a.jtet•ti~g :·a : i"j;f le: •. ->.u_e said he nad th@@glhdt 
' .. at:Jtie.: tim.Ef\tJlit:~·iit.t)l~:·,.i:,:1:{1:i~ i.1:y~:~ ~,t.'-perS(;)n who buys a :iriJ.f Jle 

·1;o kill ~i:s :~t:f~}ta:i~:t:\vh:o :gi:ye:s::'C;°he ~-~e·~f. weapons a b~d @~!!(ta®. · 
:,;:':.,.:~ ....... =.-. ---~:·,. ·_ . . _, .. _, •.f.•:~--.,,<-~.~-- ,. ::- :' . .. . . . . ,. . .. ' 

J;~"t\.-,.
1
,~,· -~ ·.· ... ·:···. _·:)~ii:•$,i!'i¢6;:;~~~.-:::ti~.':¢o.u!d :posi,ti°vely identify them~@ 

·;·: . ..,-.·,· , .... -w~<> ,put.chas~ij::,;th,eJ)tflJ.U~:·,~o.d_:s.c9p~:-sight. should he eveJr @b~el've 

cf tbe 

·,,, .'. 

back 1 

_;;_\'.':··{/,:: _·: > :·. · -; - -· ·- ... · cio:tJfing.- _ -_, _ Wearing wingttp shoesi a meid!\lJJSil•= 

. ';•,· .. · .. 
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• F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date ____ 4_/_S_f_S_S __ _ 

On April 6, 1968, JOHN DENNIS HAijNERSg 809 Meg Drive 9. 

furnished the following: 

BANNERS went to the Aeromarine S'1PP1Y Com.palmy @lli\ 
Airport Highway twice on March 29, 1968. The first time was 
about 10 :OO .A .M.,, , a~d he was there for about an hour 9 duri@g 
which time ·he made a purchase. He returned sometime bet~ee@ 
2:oo·and 2:30 P.M., and stayed until sometime after 4~00 P.,Mo 
About fifteen minutes after he arrived, a man wearing !B1. busilnle~s 

_!,• suit, dark brown in color, came in and looked at soime rifle~., 
From this man's action$ it was obvious to JlANNERS.that this 
man knew little or nothing about rifles.,. He was waited @@·by 
an employee named BAKER~ He finally purchased· a Remiimgt@~ 9 

model unknown, rifle and o~dered a scppe sight to be iim~t~lled 
at that time., HANNERS left sometime after 4:00 PoMo aimd rai.t 
that time this purcbaser was .~till in the store., At the time 
HANNERS left, the purchaser was watching BAKER. equip the rifle 
with the scope sight.. HANNERS s~id he is quite positive he 
could identify this purchaser if he ever -saw him agaiim. 

HANNERS recalled ·t11at thi~ purchaser talked t@- :m. 
customer who was in the store at the same time on March 29 9 

1968, which custo.mer · was buying a gun ca!S,e for a Varmillllt ., 
model rifle. This customer apparently was well kimo~n ·to BADlR · 
and·HANNERS recalls seeing this customer h•ve some coimvers~ti@~ 
with .the purch~ser of the rifle. 

HANNERS advised he · had no conversation with this , 
purchaser nor.did he hear him mention,any name 11 lOlc~litJ 9 @C©\lll= 
paticn, residence, 'and/or automobile. When HANNERS left t~e 
store he noticed t~ere were several cars parked in the st@r@ 
parking lot, but could not recall any 011e specific <ea11." 9 exce)P)t 
a small red midget-type compact. HANNERS further said- he h~d 
never seen the purchaser of the rifle before nor' has Ihle seellil 
him since this occasion. 

4/6, 7 /68 at __ C_e_n_t_e_:l"_P_o_i_n_t_,_A_l_a_b_a_m_a _ ___.,,File # _B_H_44_=_17_4_o_·_-___ _ 

SA s ROBERT. M 9 BARRETT and 

by WI~LIAM A .. SAUCIER:RMB:jbt I; -e4Date dictated 4/8/68 " 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion's'of the FBI. It is the property of the F~I and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be d\stributed outside your agency. · 
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HANNE~S f@rllllished th® followi@g descri~tio® @f th® 
~@~~~~oo~ @f t~e ~ifl@: 

Ilil$C€' 
Sex 
Age 
Heigft11!l; 
Weight 
hiir 

Cl@thirtg 

Spe@it;li 
Mainrnen:-

f9flbli te 
itale 
Abomit 38 years 
s~10° 
180 lbs,.? with slight n!P)@tn 

Dark browli! mnd ww.wy @fill it@)11) 9 

thick on the sides 
Opel!l as if l@oki@g :fi.tmte@tlL;w ~t 
something 

' Dark brow@ b~siToe~s ~~it 9 

white shi~t ~@d tie 
Possibly So~t~e~@ 
Acted shy 9 qMiet spoke®~ ®@t 
forward i@ mal!lllill®-Jr OR" sp@e©h~ 
not observed sm@ki@g" 

Ollll April 1 9 1968 9 JOHN DENNfS HANNERS $~id he di~ 
Th@t rec~ll heari~g the purchaser of the rifle spe~k ®Th@~g~ 
t@ definitely idem.tify his voice or his acce1!il.t 9 if, ~filly~· 
He @filly rec~lls the pMr~haser specifically sayi@g t@ BADR~ 
illll COl1'lll!'llEM:itiir»im with the pMrclhi:ase of the rifle 9 HJ u Jl.l t&k~ tlmiw 
@lllle., q9 

In gotng over bis :actio!!l:ls in the store ©® $i • mi®~itie= 
to=mfL@11J1te b1asis, HANNE!RS said he believes he arrived betw@e@ 
2:~00 armd 2:3!Ch P~M,. 9 tb$l.'t the p\U!:irchaser of the rifle ~X':iriv@d 
fifteen ffi-itm1UJte s lllll.ter ~ th:a t the s!On of th® owl!ll®:!r @f tlble wrtt@:ir® 9 

DON WOODS9' C$\.lllJ!lS illllt@ tlh\® S1:((,Wf8 abol\llt thirty !iiftiull'i!Jlte:ill ~:iE ite)f iUl'il® 
pwrch~$ell." of the rifl® !hlad arrivect 9 alllld th~t l!fflNNlER:S l®?:lft; tll»re 
store &bout on~ amd @@®=half hours after h® ~ad fiw~t ~~~iwed 9 

which would h~~e been sometime betwee~ 3~30.~@d ~~00 ~.~o 9 ~t · 
w!l'dcb t.ime the p@l'clluua:eE of the rifle was still i@ thee ~it@'.ir®o 

' HrANNimts recalled that the J<.!)tl]@g lli'HU'll ~wlru@ ~w.s lb@J:llJTurg 
the gu@ c2se fo1r the Vannirra.t model rifle was a whit@ m~l@ 9 a\bo%1tt 
25 yea1rl§l 9 s~1ovrt 110 lb$. p bl::u;k 9 thick 9 l@!ffig hfill.i:W CC@!Mlfuied 
stE'aight !back$ This i@dividllllal. .,-ms still irra tl'ile ~t@'.if@ wi'f.tllll tfme 
p~r~h~ser when HANNERS lefto . 

BANNERS said that th@ :!P)\lllil."Cfmmwe:rr ch0 ®W · lHU\-~lltS ~ !alit;f!.;eirorfti@@ 
be~~~se of bis obvi@~~ lack of k~owledge co@cer@i@g ~ifle~~ 

25 

·1 
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&NNERS also recalled that the~e ~~s ~@©ther sal@a~~ 
~ehilllld the c@~@te~ @ther t~llll B~liOR~ who was g~~y=hai~ed. HAlmffiRS 
:ft'mi:.f'tlm@lr' Jrecalled ~eeillllg thiID.t th®Jt'e was nM»rie timim @@ie wifle \l'J'Rll 
t~e ~@~Rllter du~illllg the tim® the purcha~e~ ©f t~e rifl® w~~ 
d l.S©USlS:t1111g the )P)ml:fr©h:l!i~e with BAKER. i 

·' 

26 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ___ 4..,,_,/._.8"""'/,_,6.....,8..,.__ ___ _ 

u. L. BAKER~ 1408 Clermont Drive II advised he is a\ll 
empl<O\yee of the Aeromarine Supply Company 1 Airpolr't Higbw~y I' · 

Birmingham. In connection wlth the sale of a gun case fol" a 
Varmint model rifle 9 BAKER said he recalled making su~h a 
$ale 9 but could not recall the date nor the name of the 
ro:ustomer. He said ·be cQ.uld no't state that this guira case Wf&S 
sold on the same date that he had ~ld a rifle and sc©pe sight 9 

which was March 29 9 1968. He said tn,e man who bought the gu~ 
case was a fiJ-eq.uent customer, ap.d described him as a white m~ le? 
27 = 28 years old, 5 '9", 180 lbs., heavyset p with bloi,md p 

thinning bair. BAKER identifted the other salesman 9 who would 
have· been behind the counter on March 29, 1968 ~ as the m~11nager 
of ·the store, J., HOYT STEPHENS. 

In connection wi~h the ac~ent or speech of the pe~so~ 
who purchased the rifle and scope sight, BAKER said he believed 
it was from "this" (Alabama.) general are1/l. BAKER silild tha. t 
the man. who vurchased the rif~.e had left the store Ofill Ma~ch 29 ~ 
1968, and came back later in the afternoon ~nd picked up the 
rifle. He w~s asked if it was possible that the ~an st~yed i~ 
the store during this time, and BAKER said he was not s~~e~ 

On __ 4~/,,_7_/_6_8-_at _B_i_· r_m_1_· n_g"-h_a~m_9 ·_A_la_b_a_m_a_~-File # BH 44= l '140 

SAs ROBERT M~- .BARRETT and 27 
by __ W__,I_....,~L-I_A_M_A_._S_A_U..,..C_IE_!l_. _:R_M~B_:_J_· b-:t--:------Date dictated __ 4_/_8_/6_8 ___ _ 

. , 

this document c.ontains lleither recommendations nor co~clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to . 
Y;'.~ur agen,_cy; it an..d its content~ ai:e not, to be distributed outside your agency. . .. 
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FD-302 (J;\ev. 4-15-64) 

On 

. FEDE-RAL BUREAU OF INVE~TIGATIQN 

1 Date 4/8/68 

J. HOYT.STEPHENS; re$id~nce 1108 South 55th Street 9 

Birmingham, said be is the ~anager of the Aeromarine Sup~ly 
Company, Airpor:t Highway' Birmingham. STEPHENS said he OOCS!J.Sl= 
ionally works behind the CQUnter ang would ~e the perso~ ide~= 
tified by a cus~omer as a gr,y .. ha~red. s111lesman other th.aim M1r. 

· u. L. BAKER. l 
. ~ 

STEPHEN$ S1aic;t ~e ~oul~i' not recall anytl:J.ing co!Dl©erIDlimig· 
the sale of a gun cas~ ~o:r a Varmint .... type rifle nor the Sllle @f 
a Remington rifle and scope sigbt on Narch 29, 1968. 

File # BH 44-1740 . 4/7/68· at Birmingham, Al,bama 

SAs ROBERT MI) BARRETT and 
by _ __::W-=I=L=L::::IA:::.:M:::.....:A::..:<t£.....-!:S=A=U:.:C;..:,:I-=E=R,.s.;:R=M=· B~; .J~· b~t,.__.,--· · ___ 2_~ate dictated _ __.,4 .... /""'8.L../~"""8"-----

This document contains neither recommendations nor conc)usions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be d\stri,b\lted outside your agency. 
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On 

1 Date __ 4=/~8~/~6_8'-------

A. L. ·IRWINs 7822 Sixth Avenue South 9 a patrolman· 
employed by the Birmingham Police Department, advised he is 
presently attending the police department academy for rookie 

.policemen. · · · 

IRWIN recalled being at the Aero Marine Supply 
Company', near-the airport 1 Birmingham~ on March 29, 1968»_for 
about an hour between 4 ~30 and 5 :30 P .M. IRlVIN recalled seeing 

, a customer in the store wearing a dark bu_siness suit. He co'dllld 
only rec~ll that this man was a white l"(lale, age about 36s 
abou:t ·5 °8" .tall, about 160. pounds 1 with· dark hair. IRlV!N satd 

·he could recall nothing else ab:>ut this man or _if he was still 
in. the s·tore when IRWIN left. He d_id. recall there were severl!Al 
cars parked outside the Aero Marine Supply when he left~ but 
could recall none· specifically. · 

-~ . . 

4/6/68 · at _ .... B .... i .... r .... m""'i=n~g.,..,h=a.,.,m~9 ·~A...,_=la=-b=a=m=a,--__ File # BH 44..;, l 7 40 
-~.- , 

;-'>::·· SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and Z9 
{f: by WII,J,.IAM A. SAUCIER :fil1B: j ht Diite dictated 4/8/68 tt . This document contains neither recoli.ultendations nor ~onclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to !(\· .. your ag-ency; it and its contents are ·not to be distributed ?utside your agency. · 
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BH 44-l740 
J'TA :cap . 

On Apl,"il 6~ 1968, CHARLES F •. CAUDLE~ em.ployed 
at Aeromarine Supply Company~ 5701 Airport Highwayj 
Birmingham~ Alabama~ advised that he did no~ recall 
observi,ng the individual at Aeromarine_ Supply Com,any 
on Mar.ch 29 9 1968, and March 30, 19.68 1 wh,o purchased a 
:r.:if le and a scope o . . 

On April 6, 1968, J. HOYT STEPHENS 9 employee 
of Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport Highway 1 

Birmingham; advised he did not recall observing the 
individual at Aeromarine Supply Company on March 29 and 
30s 1968, Who purchased a rifle and scope. 

30· 
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BH 44-1740 
ME 44-198"1 
HAS :mas 

The following classified advertisem~m.t a,ppetared i-n 
the morning ~ewspaper, The Birmillllgham Post-Herald, under the 
11.Articles for Sale11 column in. its issue of March 30, 1968, 
1lind had appeareid ill'!l the ·evening Birmiimgham News d1U1.ring th.19 
pertinent period: 

Rifles--Shotgu.~s--Pistols 

BROWNING--REMXNGTON--COLT 

--Hi-sta~dard--Ruger--Winchester-­
Weatherby--Savage--Smith & Wesson. 
over 1.000 arms in stock for your 
selection. Surplus Rifles, Pistols 
and Shotguns at bargain prices. 
Leather Bolts and Holsters. G1U1.n 
Scopes, Polychokes & Recall pads 
installed. Shotgun Shells 9 Reloadiimg 
Supplies & Equipment at discount 
prices. Colt An~iversary Presentati(Q)~ 
Revolvers. · 

REMINGTON PRIMERS: 
RIFLE AND PISTOI4 

$6 per M. Shotgim., $10 pe:ir M~ 

B1tnf---SELL--~TRADE 

AEROMARlINE SUPPLY CO. 
5101 Airp(Q)rt Hiway 595=214!2n 
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BH 44-1740 
JTA:rte 

The f@ll@wimig t~w@~tig~tiomi w~~ ~@lli1d~©t~d 
by ·Spe(Cir£1 Ag®i.mt~ Jr• ar-.., ARDff ~i.md PEUR .J'«ll~ OODl:XN · · 
at Birmingham, Alli.lbJ&JMi. 9 Ol!l\ April 6, 1968g . . 

Phot@gr~plh\~ @f tlhl@ f@ll.Jl.ni.mig. illldividlu&ls . 
were exhibite,id s@p~~t@ly t@ U0 ~., ~DR, -~a]._<e$.~llh; . . 
and DON WOOD, sal®$JM\Pll, Aerom~rimi.e Supply, ''5701' . 

· Birmingham Airport Hig:tirw~y, · Bilrmi®gham. . Aft®r viewimig • 
these photogr~phs, BAKER afilld.WOOD e&©lhl ~dvi~@d fil\@~@ · 

of the individuals imi th®si® plbl.@it@g&->&phl~ w@r\9 id®fillti@a.1 
t<> the person wh@ pur©ht~<ed ~ rifl® imi the l'lll&me @f · · 
HARVEY LOWMEYER P from th® A<eir@~illll@ Supply .. @ml.· 
March 29 .... 30, 1968. Plll({)t@g1"$.plbl:s ~·xhi-bit®id .wer@ 

•' as.' follows: · · 

EUGENE SMITH MANSFX~LD; 
_Tuscalo@sa Sh@riff 9 ~ Of,fi©@·N~ole7? 

HARRY Lo WILLUU, 
Birm1mgh~m P@li©® D®p&rtm®illlt N~ • ~28548, 

LESLIE WJrLLJIAMS, 
· Birmiimghsi.m Police D®JP~trmemrt No.87077, 

CLARENCE E" DdltEJL~ 9 . JR o , 

J~ff~r$@~ C@~~ty ~~®riff 9 ~. Offi~® 
.P.hotograph 9 J~~@ s9 l~~o 

JAMES ALT~N nt~liELS, . 
Sheriff 9 ~ <»ffi©®, Birmi~g~~m9 
Alaba• 9 ~@.961~~ 

THOMAS ALBERT TARRANTS, 
FBI No.157-758 

-SALAVAOORE FARlCN09 
Birmi~gh~m P®li®~·D@t~rtm@~t 
Noe l30l 581. . . 
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