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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 -
Photo.graphs of JAMES, EARL RAY taken in 1985, 1960, 

and 1966, and of the bedspread ~eoovered ~t Maphi8 on 
APl9il 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS• 
Apa.rtment GB, 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tenn~aaee~ 
STIPDNS i§~id the. 1955 and 1960 photographfl of MY wer~ not -
fui11A~ to him, b~t be advised the 1966 profile photograph 
of IAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442 .. A, April _19, 1988, rutd 
fd~ntifiea.tion Order 4182 dated April 20 j 1968, l@@kGd lik@ 
th@ man he saw i~ ~partment SQ ~n April 4, 1981j t~lktng to 
Mi!S, s1ss11··s1dER.' STEPHENS ·so.id he only saw the m&n•s . 
proft1~ in th~ boarding house and as a re~ult could only ~ay 
th@ P~@l.il@ photog:ra.ph of RAY in 1988 looked very much 1ik~ -
tit@ above mc,nt icnod 21uin in Room, ·SB, 

STEP.H11lNS_~aid he ha4 :~ever, a~~n tho bedsproad ~, 
1.nr aimil1tr'·bed11pi'ea.d @ither at'the rooming llou8o or'inywh@re 
~1§@, . ,, . , . . 

. . -- i, I ~' I 

, q t-

§A STIPHIR Ma DAILIN6TONt~&P 4/11/@8 
by ===;:;================D&t@ di@tflt~ti ======== 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-1S-641 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date -~A-p_r_i_l~2_5~. ,_1"""'9~6~8_._,... 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, 
Tennessee, April 4, 1968~ were shown to Mr. ~ILLIAM CHARLES 
ANSCHUTZ, Apartment 4B, 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee. He advised none of the men in the photographs 
were familiar to him and that he would not be able to 
identify the man he saw running down the hall on April 4, 
1968, in the late afternoon after hearing the noise which he 
thought was a shot, as the man was covering his face wtth 
his arm as he ran down the hall. 
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On 4/24/68 at __ M_em___;_;_p_h_i_s..;;..,_T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File #. MemJ>his 44-1987 

SA STEPHEN Mo DARLINGTON:jap . . 4/25/68 
by -----------~----------Date dictated----.--......,.--
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to. \' 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ,,·f.j 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES\GATION 
) 
\ 

1 •: April 25, 19~8 
,\; Date _ ___;------r-.,----~--,--.-
~ 
"'?·._ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at~iMemphis, April 4, 
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESS IE RUTH BREWER,\ Room No. 2, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee~ ,~h~ said she 
had looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968·, .. _when it was 
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police. 
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house 
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her 
life. Mrs~ BREWER said none of the men in the photographs 
shown her were familiar to her~ She further advised that 
·she did not believe she would recognize the man using the 
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to ttwalk up and say hello to 
me right now." She said she did not look at the man 
called WILLARD "squarely in the faceu and as a :result, does. 
not think she will be able to identify him8 
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On April 24, \P68 Memphis, Tennessee File # _M_e....:m....:p=-h_is __ 4_4_-_1_9~8,,...7 __ _ 

by __ S_A_S_T_EP_H_EN __ M_ .. _D_A_:a,_L_I_N_GTQ_N_: J_. a_p _____ Date dictated __ 4_/_2~5/_6~$_,..., _ __,....,...,.,... 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the Fl:11 and is loanea to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUR EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1. Date __ A-=p,_r_i_l_2_5_,'---1_9.,._, 6_8 __ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the b~dspread recovered at Memphis, Tennessee, 
April 4, 1968-t were shown to Mr. BERTIE L. REEVES, Apartment 3, -
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. - He advi~ed ~one 
of tke men in the photographs were familiar to 4im and that 
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it. 

8 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at ___ M_e_m ____ p_h_i_s_,_T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File # __ M_e_m ____ p_h_i_s_4_4_-~1_9_8_7 __ _ 

by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_EN __ M_o_D_!A_R_L_, _IN_G~TO_N_:_J_. a_p _____ Date dictated __ 4_/_2_5_/_6_8~-.---,-,---

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ancJ i~ loaned to 
your agency, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 April 25, 196$ Date __ "-----'----,--,--

Mr~ FRANK BREWER 1 Room No. 2, 422½ South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee._, advised he never saw the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD at the boarding ~ouse. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960., 
and 1966 1 and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mro BREWER,and he adv~sed none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him. He 
also stated he had never seen the bedspread or ~ny bedspread 
similar to it. 
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4/24/68 Memphis 1 Tennessee Memphis 44-19~7 
On _______ at ---------------File#-------.~.~ • ..,.._"'"_.__, ____ 

SA STEPHEN Me DAR~JN(ITON:jap 4/25/68 
by -----------'---'------------Date dictated---~--·:~,~......,,,..~.....-,_-

••-- .. •··· .............. ·-·•~-... 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI trild is .loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside yo.ur agency. · ' :,, !,,, ·, · 

- -- ----- -- ---·-·--- --
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _....;A__,p.__r_i_l•_. ·_2_5,......,_·....:.l~9_6_8~-

Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS, Apartment 68, 422½ South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised she never saw.the 

· man registered into Room :_59 o,i April 4, 1968_, as:,she was. 
sick in bed.that entire week; 

Photographs._ of JAMES EARL MY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at.Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs.· STEPHENS, and she advi$ed 
none of the men. in .the p~otographs were f~miliar to her. .She 
also stat~d s.he·· hfd neve:r seen the bedspread or •any "·· 
bedspread \siai'lar to it before·: 

10 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at. Memphis, Tennessee File # __ M..;;..em;...;.P .... h ... 1_· s.;;._._4-'-4-'-•-· l""'~ ..... 8...,.;7'--__,...~ 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 4/2&/88 
by ------------,-----------Date dictated ---.---,..---.,,.,....,-
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to. 
your ag~ncy; it and its contents are :not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1 

Various photographs of ERIC S. GALT were shown to·· 
·the following individuals on April 18, 1968, by SA's JOHN w •. 
BAUER and HARLEY E. GYLFE at Memp~is, Tennessee: 

BESSIE BREWER, 422½ South Main Street; 
FR~ BREWER, 422½ Soµth Main Street; 
CHARLES STEPHENS, 422½ South Main Street; 
ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Manag~r, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar.Avenue; · 
HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenue; 
VICTOR DUPRET, owner, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar 

Avenue; 
·sARA LOVING, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue; 
SADIE MC UY, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue. 

The above individuals stated that the p~otographs 
$hown to them of ERIC S. GALT do not in any way lo~k familiar 
to them. 

L,i., 
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PERSONS AT REBEL MOTEL 
3466 LAMAR AVENUE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date April 23, 1968, 

Mrs. HENRIETTA HAGD!ASTER~ Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue 9 Memphis 1 Tennessee, was 
shown various photographs of JAMES EA~L RAY and advised 
that none of these photographs looked familiar to her. 
She added that she still felt that she would be unable 
to reCOJnize the individual who registered at the motel 
as ERIC s. GALT even if she had a face-to-face confrontation 
with him. 

13 

On _4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at Memphis~ Temuuessee File # _M_em_p_h_is _____ 4_4_-_1,......9_8_7 __ _ 

by SA JOHN W. BAUER:tjm Date dictated --4---'-/_2_2_/_6_S ___ ~ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loa-ned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Various photographs .of JAMES EARL RAY. wer.e shown :t'q. • .. ;_; ; · 
,the following individuals on. April 3;9,::. 1968, by SA JOHN W .. : ,,"~, ·:. · _'.: . ·· 
BAUER at the Rebel Restaurant, 3464 'Lamar ,Avenue, Memphis·,,' · · ·· 
Tennessee : _ ... ,. . . : .. 

• • ..,_ I 

GEORGE D. BUNNELLP:-~wn.e~-e ·Rebel Restau,rant; 

METH.EL STACKS, waitress~ Rebel Restaurant; 
-C • • I ;j . -• . •' 

JOYCE B. FOLLIS~ ·wa:i:ltresS,i•' Rebel Restaurant; 

JUANIT4 WILBON~. cook 9 Rebel Restaurant; 

L. V. CAMPBELL~ cook 9 Rebel Restaurant. 

Th~ above individua.ls stated the photographs shown. 
to them of JABS EARL RAY are liilOt . ~n any way familiar to .them:. 

14 
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OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE 
WH!~JJAVEN, TENNESSEE 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 4=/~1=9~/~6=8 __ ____,.-,-,,-

Mrso PEGGY BROWNe 4810 Richland, was int~rviewed 
at her place of employment-~ Oliver Rexa.11<.Drugstore, Highway 
51 South, White Havene Tenhesseeu at ·whic1{ time she viewed 
the photograph of ERIC STA~VO GALT wherein\GALT:is depicted 
with his eyes closeti a'r\d sli~ furnished the ?folli:;>..,ing information: 

'1 ~ •· . 

She stated that tj:lis photograph generally .depicts 
the individual who was in t'}~e dru~a,t,.ore on/~pril 3~ 1908, phe 
advised that the individual, in th~ store wa~; generally 
of the same age as GALT f )iad the ~ame color~ hair, and 
similar type complexion. , :/ Photograth of GAL~\' appeared to 
resemble the individual 1.;n t.he manner of bwj.ld it). a ge~eral way. 
She advised that she is ~mable to say if thlis is, ::.th~ shme 
person who was in the st~reo She CC,\~ld not\: say 'Whet.her the 
facial characteristics d~picted in th~ phot9.gr,p.ph are simila;-
to the man who made the t~urehas,~.. She adviS:S;!d she does not 
have a good recollectio~ of the p&r$on.and·ro(y be able to 
identify this individual if she were tto see ~min person. 
She could not comment regarding the eyes, nosJt, and other .~acia:l 
characteristics depicted in the photogr~ph asi~he· does not know 
if they are similar to the customer who purch~~ed .the Gillette 
razor kit. \ 

16 

On 4/19/68 at Memphis@ Tenne@see File # ME 44-1987 

by SA ANDREW SLOAN/raj Date d}ctated ___ 4~/_l-"-.9_,,./_6_8 _ __,,,,~ 

This d6cumel'!t cont~ins neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaneq to· 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be d1stnbuted outside your agency. . , ,· 
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YO~K ARMS COMPANY . 
16.2-SOftB MAIN STREET­
MEMPHIS, TmJNESSEE 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date April 25, 1968 -~-------....-
Mr., -RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTER, 4844 Durbin Street, . 

Memphis, Tennessee, a salesman at the York Arms Company, 
162 South Main Street, Memphis 1 was shown a group of pictures 
taken on different dates of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI No. 405 942 G. 
Mr. CARPENTER said of the picture of RAY taken March 28, 1955, 
that he could not eliminate this as being a picture of the 
individual to whom he had sold a pair of Bushnell binoculars 
on April 4, 1968~ He said that the purchaser of the binoculars 
did not have any beard or mustache but his facial features 
resembled those in the March 28 9 1955, photograph of RAY. 
CARPENTER said the 1968 picture of JAMES EARL RAY, as shown 
on the current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks more like the 
binocular purchaser than any picture he has seen to date. 
CARPENTER mentioned that he does not recall a protruding left 
ear of the customer and did not note any scar on his face. He 
said he could not positively identify this 1968 picture of 
JAMES EARL RAY as being a picture of the binocular purchasep 
above mentioned, but he believes that it is. 

18 

On __ 4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at __ M_em-=-p_h_i_s~~_T_e_n-n_e_s_is;_e_e ___ File # Memphis 44-1987 

\. 

F 
·i.. ;:, 

'· 

' 

by __ S_A_R_A_L_P_H_J_ .. _L_I_EW_E_R_. _: J_· a_P ________ Date dictated __ 4_/_2_5_/6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBJ and is loane~ to 
your ag-ency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · · 
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F-RAL. BUREAU OF INVESTI_GATIO~ 
·. --•.·· ?f:t''l: 

. . ., I• 

. ·. '. .. 

l . Date April 16; JL~6$, · ' ,~J!;r}. 
Mr~. NORMAN (GEORGIA M.) .pAVISi, 733 Cecil Avenue1' .. ·:· . . i.·,.. ·)1~ 

tcuisvill~, Kentucky O _was in~erviewed at her r~sideitce •. Shle . . ·: 
. furnished ·.the following· information: , __ :.._--:,;,..: 

-- .t . ' ~-- .!.: 
. She .. is a Kentucky State Se·na-tcr from the 33:td . . . J 

District of Louisville, Kentucky. She is also a Board member • .. , 
and Chairman ot the Finance Committee of the Kentuc~y Christian . · .. · ···:· ;· 

· Leadership Conference (KCLC) which is affiliated with the .. .- · :·_.:· 
Southern Christian Leadership ·conferellllce (SCLC). · ·. . ~ 

· · · · 11 

.. ·". 4 Mrs. DAVIS in · the company 0>:f M.J,"s. LUKIE WARD and Rev. ·:· ·t: 
. A.D. WILLIAMS KING of Louisville, Kentucky, were· in Memphis~ · -[;. 
Tennessee at the Lorraine ·Motel on April 4~ 1968. Their puroa .· ·} 
pose was to participate in a march scheduled in Memplmis I) •· 1· 

Tenllllessee for April 5, 1968., to be led by the late Dr. MARTIN... -_:~~ 
LUTHER KING, JR·. Mrs. DAVIS volunteered the following as bJIICk- . ·f., 
_ground data concerning .the ac ti vi ties of herself 9 Mrs. WARD and .. 

. Rev. A.D. WILislAMS KING· i~ediately prior ·to their visit to · .· ,l:;· 
Memphis, Tennessee. \ · · .-r.: . . . . ·, . . \;. h 

On :M2 rch 23 ~ 1968 . ., Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD left ·. · , .. ·1; 
Louisville, Kentucky 9 travel'ing in Mrs. WARD~s Otdli-llla\c automo-· .. -; 
bile 9 to go to Florida for a vacation. On the night cf March . ·. ·: 
23 9 1968, they stayed at a Holiday.,_ lllll.n Mo-tel lllle~r Birmingham 9 . . . ! 
Alabia1ma 9 possibly located on Highwa"y,.,.?l. The next day they dr:ove .. .ii 
to -Floirida where they stayed at a HowaritJ Johnson Motel in the· .... , :d+ 
viciimi.ty of Fort Walton Beach. On March'·,-2~, 1968 9 _ thtey drove -to · _,p 
Paiim~ma1 City 9 Fl(Q)r.ida 9 where they relGlted ki tcbenette #4 of the . ji 
Tl'easures Isl~nd Motel which was, ope1C'ated by ·sup JJASTINGS and ·1 
his wife FRANCES.. These individuals also owned'"the nearby r 
Sunglow Motel. When Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD occuP4~d kitchenette. _.j-; 
#4 at the Treasures Island Motel, no other individuai1.s were .. : .· ,k 
occupying the mote 1. · · ·· t 

. . t 

On April 1, 1968, Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING of Louis- .U 
· ville flew to Panama City and was met at the airport by Mrs. · . ·: f 

WARD and Mrs. DAVIS, and on that date, he occupied! the kitchenette/ --p 
l;, 

. ·rF 
-----------------------------------. ·.·.·• lr" 

' · On __ 4_=_1'"""5_-_6_8 __ at Louisville. Kentucky File # _L_S_4_4_-_9_47_· _· _...,...... _____ _ 

by __ S ____ A...........;l\ .... 1A ____ R ___ R~E~·N ___ L"""'. ,._..W ...... A-=L ..... SH=----· ___ W=L ....... W __ /_ds ______ Date 'dictated __ . 4_ .... _1_6_-6_8_· __ _ 

-E 
-l: 
!' 

t 
: i; 

. ~ .· ··1 
_.,:l 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to · . · · ;. f, 
. your agency; it and it!!. contents are 1:1ot to be distributed outside your agency.. · . . I 
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-next to #4 at the Treasures Island Motel believed to be #5. 

About 9~30 a.m.l> April 3P 19689 Mrso WARD11 Mrs. DAVIS 
and Rev. KING lef.t Treasures Island Motel in Mrs. WARD' s auto= 
mobile for the purpose of going to Memphisp Tennesseep to parti= 

· ·ci.pa te in the scheduled. Ap,ri 1 5 1 1968 9 march. Mrs. WARD left 
some·of her clothing in kitchenette #4 at the Treasures Island 
Motel as she planned to· return to the motel after the march fer , i · 

further .vacationing~ Mrs. DAVIS does not believe that the owne.rs 
of the motel 11 the HASTINGS 11 k1mew at the time Mrs. DAVIS and .her . 

. . comparmions left the motel that they were going to Memphis·, but·· i : .\'. __ . 
the HASTINGS did know that Mrs. WARD planned ·to. ll"eturllil in a-.. fe·W . ·' :_ · ' 
days to the motel • 

. Mr$. DAVIS later learned that when Mrs.· WARD, 'because ·. ' .. 
. . . of the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KINGp deci(led no1: ;.to fu;!l."ther -:' :·. · · 

. _.,. .... :; ':'· -·va_ca"tion in Florida and had flown to Panama City on ·April 6ll _.;. ;.,, ... , .:.,: 
. ., · ,,.:.: •· 1968p to: oi'bt~in the remainder of her clQthilllgp that ·Mr.· and · ' .. 
·,·· .', .. · ·. : .. ·Mrs. HASTING~- had. expressed some displeasure tQl M~s. W~RD.· · . 
.. :'·:. , ·. ·about having as guests Mrs. WAimp Mrs. DAVIS and Rev.· Ao_D • 
. ," . . . WILLIAMS KING. M:rs. DAVIS believed the HASTINGS .orig.innally 

came fll"om Birmingham and recalled that Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING.:.:.·· · .:· 
used to· paistor a church. ·there. · · · ·· · ·_ •:,· .·• ... 

· Mrs. ::DAVIS and Mrs. WARD· and Rev. KING arrive·d . i~_.' ,:•: .>/:\~>t!;\; 
Memphis 9 TeJmnessee from Panama City P Florida 9 · :l!lllld registered··. ,,_,,,,,~"'··' 1

: ·' 

at the Lorraine Motel at about l a .;m. P AprU. 41) · 1968. Rev. · 
KING and Mirs. DAVIS. did the registering 2nd Mrs. ·DAVIS occupied 

>: :<:,.:-- · ,· ·: Room 201 and Mrs. WARD. Room 207. · · 

_: ··,-

Immediately upon their arrival at the Lorraine 
Motel, Mrs. WARD 9 Mrs o DAVIS and Rev.. A .D. WILLIAMS KING started.• 
making inquiry ~f other guests at the motel as to the where ... ·· · '. 
abouts· of Rev .• KING~s brother p Dr. MARTIM LUTHER KING. He could. 

•not be located at the motel' and HOSEA WILLIAMS remarked that 
Dr. KING was at a strategy meeting ~ta church, the name of 
which Mrs. DAVIS recalls .as the Church of the Mimimal Salary 
(Phonetic)o ·Mrso WARD 9 Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. KING then went to 
the church but Dr. KING was not there. Rev o .• ANDREW YOUNG and 

. some-other people, identities not known to Mrs. DAVIS but . 
appearing to be · p0>ssibly local pastors and ministers P were hold"".' 
ing a meeting at the church. A man called 9iCABBAGE 99 was speak= 
-ing at the meeting when Mrs. DAVIS 2nd ~er ·comp,2nions ~rrived~ · 

.·. '"'' 
21 
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but· Mrs. DAVIS and her ·companions did not stay a't the meeting ·. · ... :. '. :·: ·:· 
upon learning Dr. KING was not there Mrs • DAVIS and her com- · ·,: , · 

' panions went to a smaller room in the church whe·~e they met' t~- --
Rev. JESSE JACKSON from Chicago 9 Illinois and conversed with 
Rev. JACK&ON'for a few minutes. 

Mrs. DAVIS and her companions thereafter returned to 
the Lorraine Motel arriving about 3 a.m., and the three of them 

··. · · went to Roo:,m 207. · Her~ "they conversed among themselves with 

·,· ... 

.· ~. the d©Jo!" to the motel room open for about an houir or an hour 
· and a lm$.'llf at which point Mrs. DAVIS .happene/d to observe a taxi 
cab 9 identity not recalled, arriving at the motel ~Jmd to depart 
from the cab Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 Rev. RALPH ABE"llNATHY 9 · . 

and Rev. BERNARD.LEEo Mrs" WARD immediately went out alill<l_in­
vi ted the three individuals into RQom ·207. Doctor• KING a·nd~ 

I. 
I 

' 
' 

. -·. ~ : , ., .. 

his companions joined Mrs. DAVIS and her companions _in Room .....____ 
207. After a ppirox ima te ly five minutes Revs • ABERNATHY -and_ . , .. ·. 
LEE left the room, presumably to go to their own rooms. Mrs~ 
DAVIS 9 Mrs·. WAIU), Dr •. KINQ a~d Rev •. K;[NG remained iim .Room. 207 
until-about' S·a.m. wheh Dr. KING left 9 advising he wrais going to 
:itoom 306. 

. During the conversation by the·:.above in4iv-iduals in 
... :: ''·Room 207 no Qne ·made any mention of indicition that they ·were 

· ·'· fearful• of any attempt -beiing made that day Ollil Dr. KING 9 s l_ife. 
. / 

After Dr. KING left Room 207 9 Mrs. DAVIS also left 
.. . .. . the. room and went to Room. 201 . A'bou t one-h~ lf hour later, 
· · . ,_- Dr. KING came to Ro.10.fm 201 and visited with; Mi's.· DAVIS for about 

,: . . . I 

/· an hour P the talk consisting of general matters I'> Mrs o ~AVIS 
remembering specifically that during this time she ;meb.tionie4:f;,;.i:'t:c:· '. 

. to Dlr. KING that Miss KATHERINE PED IN of Kentucky was .running ., . 
for UeSo Senator from Kentucky, and Dro KING indicated he bad-· . ~-· .. 
met Miss PEDIN as she had interviewed him as-a member'of .the 
Presidentas Commission on Civil Disorderso Also during this ·:·· .. '(-~; 

:!:!:1::s Te~!!!:e!0 ~~v~!g ~!!~ :::~h!~ur!:wf~~m t:;;~ r~h t!n : . , :''.\f.:\rf 
Apl"il 8:1 1968 9 Mrs. DAVIS would probably not remain in Memphis .. _:,.:: .. :·:· 
over the weekend 9 but would return to Louisville. Howeverp Dr",-···::~;: 
KING asked, that before Mrs o DAVIS made a final decision he ·· :·.-'. 
would like to· talk to her further about this but that he had <' 
·to leave as he had a strategy meeting planned in·Room 306 at 
8 a .m. 1, April 4j) _196~ 9 .and he anticipated he would re=contact, 

22. 

.. "· ;, .. . .. .. "'.-J • . . . 
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· ··her about her decision. aibout noonp. April 4, 1968 ......... 
I 

-. 
' ' ... ·.·' 
. ~ ·. ". ' . 

Shortly· after Dr. KING left Room 201 9 Mrs. W:ARD ·- · .. •. -.. 
-joined Mrs. DAVIS in Room 201 where. they had coffee and con- . ;:/,,;, .. ·./,-r·:-. 

. ~:r~~:o u: :!: ;!~u ix:~~:e~!:!e:r~~ :~:- ~;it ;nd A:~~ is!d PM:;. ·. , /._:: .·; !;:),/)'.)/ 
---.. ·•·· _. ... 

; .· .. . _,-·· ... 

DAVIS that he needed to relax for a short while and left · : ··' ·,, 
Room 306 so as not to be bothered unless important mattell:'s :-<:.,··r{J 
occurred. From Room 201 Dr. KING pho!llled Room 306 and spoke =-· 

·· -·:.:•. ', '· ., · . with Rev.;_ LEE advising Rev. LEE as to his whereaibouts al!lld 
:"'•· illllf@rriaed Rev. LEE he did not want to be disturbed uimle$S 

.. :_' .. ::. ,_. it was allll important maitter. While in Room 201 on this «llccasion · ·· .. -
Dr. KIN@ made several phoime. calls using· a.· c:i:redi t :c~rd. Mrs. 
DAVIS recalls thait Dr .. KING phoned bis secretary 9 DORA McDONALD, - · .. i 

in Atlanta, Georgia 9 and also made a call to New Ycrki, identity _ / · · ·: 
· of person called not specif:ilc1B1lly remembelr'e<tLby Mrs. DAVJIS 9 but· ·· · 

.. ·> · · •·· · .. possibly being a STAN .LEVINS(Q)N (phonetic) or a (First Name . ..- , ! 

·/::r· /·< ~._ Ullllknown) WACHTEL .(phonetic) as Mrs. DAVIS had beard Dr o KING jf· 
·. · · . :,' _ spe~k of these individuals. _ / .. \j!·: 

. Thereaf~er as Dr. KXNG was just dialing his m@th~! 
· 1.n Atlan.ta 9 Georgia 9 Rev. AaDo WILLIAMS KING came into Ro<im · :. /.-:.·.->,-iJ 

·· · · .. _ 201 and Dr. KING and Rev. AoD~ WILLIAMS KING coimversed with _:. :-,".: .. :,·.FA) 
:::· :.·/ _- their mother telephonically for a· few minutes. About 45_ · :;·=::;_.~:·/.····i 
. . minutes later Revs. ABERNATHY and LEE came to Room 201 and Mrso,-· ··:'°"· · :\ . ·. · > · ,;,'./\ DAVIS then phoned Mrs. WARD and invited her to Roa,m 2019 . Mrs. - · · · 

· ·.:·\WARD did come to Room 201. J: ·· ···: , ;--·:;:.1 
Shortly after Mrs. WARD's arrival in Room 201-i,_,.'M;s. ->\~::i:r()-t 

WARD left to pick up some cleaning for Mrs. DAVIS at a laundry . .._. :/-<:·_.·f 
· and dry cleanin_g store p name not rec.a lled p located at Beale : ··_: -i: 
-~-q,~ Third Streets. in Memphis. Mrs ..... WARD had takeim the clean=· ,· ;"_: . f 
ing to."th:is location ~arlier (Q)n April 41! 19681! for Mrs. DAVIS, __ :_:. - ·j.­
probably about 10 a .,m~ and as Mrs., DAVIS recalls 9 she .h!!sL-b_e~-~+. 
accompanied on that occasiol!h by ·Rev. A oD·. WILLIAMS....K!,NG. · · .. , t 

During the absence of Mrs:·~~~~ .from. R«»om.··201; '· .·.'..f,, 
. •:.• . . CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOEP the attorney from Chicago 11 and Rev. ANDREW _·.f.t_·: 

YOUNG9 came to Room 201. Mrs. WARD returned from her visit ~ 
to tb.e lauimdry very shortly thereafter 11 making a total of . - k 
eight individuals in the room. The above eight individmils - '. · · f 
conversed generaily urntil about 5: 45 p. m,, ii whle1;n Dr;.: Kll:lTG· ,ai1?1.n9µnced : > · k 
that he was. going to dillllner at tne home cf . Rei., BIL~Y KYLES _ . _ •'· ,., . t~-
_in Memphis ~nd he invi.ted Mrs. DAVIS to join him for. dinner. , i( 
at the Reverend Os home. . She advised him that She would imeed ._:- :· ,r: 

. . -/ •.; .. l 
.. : . - . ·/ . · ... · ... ' ' ·-t 

\ ·23 . . , · ..:.·: ... :i. 
. : '·,:1-;.,-: \ . _,' ' .-·<t 

.,.,....------, -_ -•-.::~•;°''""'.' .. .- 'L ••-• ~>.·,_. ,-~--'--_-:......,.--..,.,..,...,.,-,,•_.,.,._,:~ .• ~~•.•••·••~•-•·,.:,.,_:;,•>::,,,,:~~ 
',_._:-_ .:-~~', --·-·-·-·--·- . '. -~•.• ' . .- _., . : •. ~-:~---·.:.,;·:.:~ .. ~·--:j-:f§ 

-- ·•;, ... 
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about 15 minutes or so to freshen up and he sta.ted he would 
·-. ·· go to his room and freshen up and wait for her •. Mrs. DAVIS 

had just completed her prepara,tion for leaving for dimuruer be-
cause. she recalled that she was ·standing in front of a mirror. . _.. ;-:, 
with her raincoat· on taking a last look ais to her appearanee· · .. •.;•·'.-·:·<. 
when she heard a shot. She was stunned for just an instant · . _ :--' .--· .. : 
but then :immediately went outside the room and heard someone.::_ -<<--.:,:;._· 1:::;; 

ye1i Dr. KING had just-been shot. She looked up.towairds:· · · · 
Room 306 and saw what she is convinced were Dir. KING• s· ·feet 
on the bslcony protruding slightly over the edge •. Theire was· . 

. -.:·- · ·· consddex>:a.ble co:omfusion and panic and police arrived alm(!J)st 
- immediately. Mrs. DAVIS cannot be entirely certain of 

immediate events following 9 but as she recalls Rev. ·JACKSON 
was in the motel courtyard at the time shewsnt out of Room 201 
as was Mrs. WARD., Mrs. DAVIS immediately pJroiceeded up to 
where ·nr. KING was lying.and remained in that vicinity until 
Dr. KING was -taken away in ~n ambulance which Mrs., DAVIS esti-
mates was approximately 10 minutes after she had heard the shot. 

. -
.Mrs. DAVIS can recall no incident which she observed 

after comi~g out of Room 201 after the shot h2d been fired which 
she feels hi!s smy bearing on ascertaining the identity of the 

-, · individual responsible for the• shot. 

Afte~ Dr. KKNG had been taken from the motel i~ an 

' .. · 

ambula~ce, Mrs. DAVIS recalls that Rev., JACKSON was""in the , 
courty~rd and gave a press statement.· T~ereafter Mrs. DAVIS :

1 went to the motel off' ice where slh:!e fourmd Mrs·. WARD who wa~ ~~ _ l 
orderilD.lg coffee. Then Mrs. DAVIS aJl'lid_ a man M.irs. DAVIS recalls · __ l 
as a HAROLD MILLER 9 possibly a local minister f.Irom Memphis_ or · ~ ·i 
Atlanta 9 went to Room 207 to advise Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING'~ 
the shooting of his brother. Rev. KING was asleep .and they ''! 
did not succeed-. in ~wakening him~ Thereafter Mrs. WARD came ) 
to Room 207 arid Mrs. DAVIS and the man she believes was named -:;:J' 
MILLER left the roomo - ,. 

. L~.'ter on the night of April 4 9 1968 9 possibly a:roua:nd.. 
··8~30 p.m. someo!llle 9 Mrs. DAVIS did not know who 9· felt that Mris. 

WARDP Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.:P. WILLIAMS KING should JJN>t spend 
, :.J}t-J~ :---.the remadndel!' @f that night at the Lorraine Motel a!llld Mrs./- . 

·ii~j;,\;;/\f .. _-;-:DAVIS recalls. p3!cking her clothes and the. three of ~hem ~oing 
·: ;,;;•''-·• · . out to the home of Rev. KYLES. After arrival at th:n.s homeg 

:· it was decided again by someone not known to M!"s. DAVIS (that 
·· Rev o KING would remain at Rev. KllES that evening but th:m t . . . I 

24 
.. I 
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. · Mrs . WARD and Mlfs o DAVIS should spend · the evening at a . 
·Howard Johnson Motel in Memphis. Mrs. WARD and Mi's. DAVIS 
together with i'.t~di viduals not now recalled went to the Howard 
Johnson Motel where Mrs. WARD registered for the. ·two of them, 
but the plrains again changed as Mrs. DAVIS recalls .HOSEA 
WILLIAMS indicated that Mrs. DAVIS and her- companions should 
return to the Lcr.raine Motel for the evening. Mrs. WARD a11d 
Mrso DAVIS were then driven in Mrs. WARD 9 s car by ~n unknown 
individual back to· the Lorraine Motel where they entered Room 
201. A short time later Rev .. KYLES brought Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS· 
KING back to the motel ·-at which-point Mrs. WARD left .. Ro:roim·:2.01. 
Mrs. DAVIS sp,ent ,the remainder of the llllight by herself in 
Room 201. . \,__ · 

·, . 
. On Friday morn~ng,,._Apl"il' 5,. 1968 9 Revo AoDo WILLIAMS 

·KING left·-. the JD())rraine ·Mo:tel tQ go to the :aiirpolt"t to meet the 
wife of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING-~h9 was arriving in Memp~is'on. 
tha. t morning. '·- ··- · · 

-.... ,. 

Mrs. WARD alllld Mrs. DAVIS lef t··-M~mphis ·9 Tennessee, 
about 9 a .mm., Aplt"il 5 1 1968 9 and drove to 'A~lant~ 9 Georgia .. ·· 

',. ,· . . ............ , 

Mrs. DAVIS advised tllia t charing her stay in Memphis, 
on April 4 =- 5 9 1968 9 s_he persona1lly had recei_ved>n.o threats 
against her life nor does she.have.any knowledge of~ny~ne 
~i~· the Lorraine Motel being specifically threa ten.ed on that 
occasion. 

· 25 

... : 

''. ·. 

. ,•.,, 

. .•, 
·· .. ::•,• 

,.,,,,···· .i:,,. 
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.... > l Date Apl!'il 16 9 1✓ss 

./ 
M:ii:·s, ,J'A!:,?Il.R lt., (J1,VCRE'Jf'!A B .) WARD~ ~1$0 kiffi@iW~/ ;a1s 

LrJJkie W&u0d 9 2540 B.mrm~·:l.•all p 'L.@ui.sn;ilJLeQ Kefill tlUlcky p ¾'$$ fi.llliter­
viewed in the @ff.ie(0 ot the Fedleral Baii.J.reau 10f !ll'llve:stig$tiol!ll ,· 
fF"B!} 9 1L@ui.sviJL].e 9 Kern.·Ulicky 9 :an.id: fMJr'll'l1iSJhedl tfue f@lLJL@wilmg 
infO!'n&$1 ti.Olli~ · . 

ro.r the !P)m:s t: sieve1r'-m l yieiraur:s she has. s:-eir•vet.dl as a.i(dlmirais~ 
t:rati,ve ~ssist'81.ilu'lt to Reiviei.ll'.'®illld A,D,. wn.,1,JlAMS KXNG of I.©wdsvi].lap• 
Ken tlitcky 9 a:iim:hw :e;ect0 ert~1·y" of tthe Keimti\Jlcky C!llri,a;t:b:urn L'l?l:eid!e!'slllip 

.. Corn.1fer.e~1ce {KCLC}; mt Louis\\' il'JJ.®, Kerrttuieky ,1 ia.1l!li a1ff'iJi .ill! t,e of the 
Sioutit-1,rn::•.n Cli'iJ)t'istiar~ t.e!llldlreirsRnip C'olillf.iWt'ermca {SCtC)) ,. 

AbOJtJt midlrniglmt ,4p:t:ii..lL 3 p 1968 9 «:\Ill: sllil©t'i.l;Jly t;lhleire:after 
(O)il1 A:P.,Ir 11 49 1968? . Ml':S ~ WARD in tlme •:'::@l!ll)PX~ll!i"lY @f ,Wr~ 0 @E©RG!A 
DAVKS cf ')[i,@~lii'-Svil:Ile ~ 1Kellll t1lllcky ~ &! . B@mr<dl mie:mlb>®ll:" @f. tlhle KCJLC. airr-:i(c1 

m Ken tl.lwky ~5:tim tei S.f)ib1$1 t@lr .. f:t.t"(l)lffi'tt lr.@uisi ~ :iLlll@ ~ · and t hes Revce11:'eltlld 
AoDo WltllJLeIAMS: K:L~ft (Q)f KCL,C 13!/ll\<dl pai:s::t@l" «»f th<e Zi@ml B;$11PJti~t 

· C!m~rct,1 i.n tx.misvt]J.,e~ :at•lf.iV®iil. in Memi11piltlli:si 9 1'erumessee~ i.n ~!Jr's. 
! \?,tfRD''s -1967 C~dllllt!<C:i f:"1Je:ll!!"i1r».g 1968 ~ediltllllcky ].ic@nse K19=44'1: / 

·. -~ '!'llM:l _pult"p0>se ©f the11Jr.' vis:.t t 'Ito ll.ier,llph.1Ls 9 1'erme.ss,e* was to par ti=/ . . -., 
cipste in a sc~ed~led mmrch there on April 5, 1968 to be led . __ -
~ '1",.,,,. 'ilii_olo~"f''lfr 11 r"ll"'1f.li'T.'Til ~_.,-.,'"1,,~,r;: TI!:i> 1" '!1"il.e"'" " i:,, ., ·. -- . ~ i;,i;y .i.;,.._ ~ . :~s...."'o.C(',1' .~_.,\/ l); .. \I)" 1·;,.,dn ll't.)h'f,.)' p ',c,,,., ,,,l}t'.S O •H-i.:3jj 2\illl·:aJ l,,•S.'il'.' C(CDm)Pl~:tl\l,OitJ.~~ - . ; . 

:ir·eg:ii5:lltert:Hl! 1.ir~ th® t«»lr'):C'a!ill"l,:fJ Motel @(C'1:•\Ulf'f lfig f.'.11,'l)@ms 2@1!. $.Ind 207 o •· 

~tir·.s • WAR.ti' di tdl lrll@ t J1 eiri.1 ve ·u-ne r:.,.ow oc·:at in® M@te l f !'©Jm 

. the time @f !ffie.r.· t1r·.tr·iv-%1l. \l.lltl'i.ltil Ydte:ir th;ei Slh©@tinig @:f Dx "· MAR,,TIN 
(:' :_ 'I:Jl!'pi, .. E'R K'.i(N'i} .'J',t. "t,!IT!lf?i m@teJL :Blt a~out 6 jp).m." @lffi Ap.rrill 4 1 ].968, · , . 

· · et~C<fJP,t f'@lr' ©ini® @c<elffi'5 i.@i:ri1. · "£}¥tr-;, w~s i.im tlbve m .f tS11t'J!l)@co;@ of; Aprr i JI., 4·, 
19689 JP)@.SSibly t,11(·mtl!!!i<d 3 f!lolmo, wnel.li! MIC'S. WARD left the re.coteJ'tc 
go to iai n<Je~.r'by ].,aniimd.n:·y ~, ex;a:ict; l@c;BJ tiOJi!'il ;mot 1!:'(:H:';Sll lled 9 tn11 t / the . 
im~me of the ltJJU!lii~r'Y be:li.iewerl! toi J,e Q!.!]e•~.,H_ou:i( M'~1rti1i1izifill.g. The 
·pW!;'p@se of -her g(Q.lill'l!.g to the biu!!lldry 'll!l':ai:s t«:» pick up s@me cl@thes 
that '$1ell'e th~lr'e 1·a:rudy fa,1e d!elivell:'y;to M1<'.'s~ GEOR(GI.A DAWJlSo When 
Mifs'. WAffO 1·etuirne11:dl .f:rr'O)l!ill. it.he l~urmdlry ~ she j@iilll11Hi la\ gr©up that -~,. 
was gaiU:iered! in Ft@©ii!l 20]. @f the L@1t'll":at:irru:i1 MoteL As she1-... -re-c-a~ 
the i il'Rdi vi dum ls in the 1room were· Dt' ..,.. JiaE,TJ W J,I:_TI{En,rrt7.z. v JR. 9 

B r R 11t 'i' _'.l"l,H t U?."'R'H • 'ii""~"'-!" n ~ ,O.?c.lffi,1!'.>'l:'?'l ~ \-;,;•iw•~~('"~ t~ " 1 "· CWd :,;-;,·,~!"'Ti"~" ev • •"nill,.!"'.,~ ,tp.i;.,, .• ~k .. h /1. v if'.e, • ~1,,, ~;;s,.i::o1~ • -wl,./~, "· ~ -:-11 -a: t.©rtUt~Y -=~•." li,·,,,l<'\.•'"" ~ 

ES.RJUDGE~ Rev"'" EEFINA'RD 'tEEv Bf'nY. A .. D~ tn:~S,,IJnl.S K!NtG a1:rndl. M~s. 
~,EOE[?,!A I.HJYTfL ·. 

File # __ L_S_4_4_=_9_4._.7 _____ _ 

/ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property ·of th~ FBI and is loaned to 
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Tine above g"'""P remained together eilgaging in just : .,':,.•.:.:i 

general conversation Ul!Rtil 2Pt~roxim$1tely 5~40 pi.m., April. 4 9 . . : .. ·• - 0'.·f 
1968 9 . at -whi~h timia the g1roup decid®d thB. t they would go to , · ·· 11} 

dirme·:ir ~ and the iiradi vidua].s left to go to the'i!' varicus l"OIQlm.s · ·~: 
to freshen up for dinner. Mrs. WARD left R@o:m 201 ilnl the W 
company of Rev. A. D, WIL,LlAMS KING a:ull.d the two of them %'ent . t: 
to F..oom 207. Rev. _A oD. WH.i1.J'.AMS KrNG'i b..rad partakerru of some ~-
alcoholic beverages during the aftex·rnoon and had dlecided to -: -·. :. ~. _ 
rest :rather thaim join the group for dinimer. Appricxin'IMil'tely .1 [f 
15 = 20 minutes ~fte:ir arlt'iving in Room 207 ai.t which time Rev. f 

.. :;\.: · .. . A. D. W JJ.li.1lL:OCAMS KING was sleeping :1 Mrs • WARD heard ~ shot o r: 
-. 'She im..tne¢lia te ly opeimedl. the door to the room. ;im:id ll.@cke@ out :and f( 

-~ ~heard someone yell that Dir. MARTIN LUTHER KING had just been . ·. · : . · /;: 
'"' shot. The news stunned Mrs. WARD arnd. while s!h!.e cm l!llot be / · ·. ~ .. 

exactly certain of ~er ex&ct m@vements immediately there~ft~ 
as she rec~lls u.p@rrn hi.earing the 1mews she b>1riefly l:l"e=,£mtenred _ · ·.--' ,_ ·_: .'{f 
Room 2(Vii' airrnd then :llmmadia telly went out in to the courtyard of >· ... ::;>.:,-:?f 
thle motel. Tkilere wais mu.nch confwsi:fi.oim :llm.dl polica wel'e iRnllllmedisitely ,/' :'·, ·f 

. _ in Jhle ~rea_. fy"IXS. WAM o~~elt"v4:dl llll<Olthing which g!al!e he1t am.;v _ · ·. , · · ~ 
-- ,;;:'·,i.,ind1c&1 tion sis to the p@ssible 1.dell1.l ti ty of the imv.d!i vi«llua LE"esci ·: \: , f1 

· ·pon.sible foi:ir tfuie shooting,, las. WAIID recalls tba t she <&id ·not . , .·: :- .. · t 
• \ .. ' ' _ ' ~ • ' _- • • ' '.- , O _.,. I~ 

- aid!vise Rev" A. De WliLtJ[AMS KJl'.NG @f the sh@otl.llllf; of· his . 'bt>otM1J?.r - ·· > ._. -:Jt 
umiti]. ~bout 20) mirn\Ultes af tell" the incidlerrut @C<Cli.lllrl'e(i,L Rev- 0 -KltNG 9 s .... <· . ,r( 
reacti@llll W2:S On® Of eXtl'elP.iKS g:t"i.ef &.lllild hie g\lVG !Ill«:» imvrllication that . : 'Ii 
he mad 2l.rny :!!.dleai ~s t(l) tile idermti ty «»f t!b1e person resp@Jmsible ~ -- · · · f' 

0

T. ·• ~ .... ••• .i,•, • • ~• ft: 
·· · , As M:rs. WARD _lt"ec·.m].].s~• som,e<Qill'!le~ sp,e<l'.:dfic i«3!.el!1\tity .... r 

not imow recalled P 'itlllouglhlt it best tllna t Mws • WARD v Mrs • I))A '!I£._ ~- ~f, 
and Rev o A ~Do WILLIAMS KING not rem~irn time remlil inde~-~-fhe · . t 
night @f April 4 = 5 9 1968 ~ ta1 t the Lor'ira-irie -nfotel. Accordingly, · · · ... · L 
at about 10 Pom. timey left .the motel and went to t:he lmome of.. a . _ i,i, 
Rev .. WILLIAM KYl/ES whom Mrs. WARD believes is ai minister in _ , t 
Memphis • Rev o KYLES 01• someone suggested th~ t Rev. A., Do WILL IAMS !}, 
KING remain 2t his lblome that evening 2.m.d that M~s. WARD and Mrs .· 0:_·,-{;1' 
DAVIS obtain motel, accommo,aatiorras at lffi lll).earby Howard .Johimson ~s . · : r 
Motel. Mrs. DAVIS 'and Mrs. WARD did go. to such ~ motel and .· ·' - f 
Mrs.· WARD register·ed in the motel, ·but just mis she did Sf.Ql HOSEA · -. [1~ 

. WILLIAMS who was presern.t att the time decided th2t Mrs. WARD 1 .f, 
Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A~D. WILLIAMS KING shomld go back to the f 

-Lorraine Motel ~nd spelOld the ,rest of time llllight o They did this.,, {. 
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Mrs. WARD and Rev. A~Do WIL~IAMS KING being in Room 207 12nd 
Mrs. DAVIS occupying RoQim 201. En route Mrs. WARD b.ad stopp!3d 
at a drug store :a1nd ,P\trch$1.sed some sleeping pills which she 
administered to- the Rev. KING au1d Mrs. DAVIS beca.use of their 
extremely excited condition. · 

· MA"S. W.ARD commellll ted. that she posses;S1es ll'AO> inf c:rma t ion 
which she feels might assist in identifying the·individual ~es~. 
po1msible fer : the shooting of Dr. _ MART~N I~UTHER ~ING, _JR, •.. 

,' .. , ··: 

.J 
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rc.vcKAL 1:WRt:AU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
- -Date _A_p,_r_i_l_l_6_e_l_9_6_8 __ 

~1rs. JASPER D. 0,/li'CRE'.'1":!A B. j) WARD 11 . [k ls@ krrnow!lll *:is 
L.ukie wax·d ~ 2540 R.airnsdell II L@u.i:sville, Kentucky p telepi:!i<ti)ll1.\ic~lly 
furnished 'the fol lQ)wing inf 011'.'h'G.~ i iofill : 

. S"ince being intel'Viewed IOn AJP)ri], 15~ 19689 MK'S. WAP.D 
reclllllls that i!lil addi tioll'll to le2ving the t©r·r.2ine M<a>tel in the 
afterno«»n of April 4. 1968, she hts.id left the mc¢el oirm tihiBI t date 
on o~e other @ccasion, This was duri~g the m~rning~ believed 
to be ~round l.l. ~.m .. , when she tct0k ~ome cle~nirmg- for M~s. 
G:EORGlA DAVIS to the nearby cler!lll!'llers., the One..,Houi· .M~rtimiizing. 
On this (O)CC~sion, sha wais &:1~~©):mp~rd.ed by the Rev. A.. Do WILli..IAMS 
KU.'i@ be<rsau.se £ihe .irec1&ll1SJ th~ t as she '1.iias t~ki.ng the cleai!iling 
into the cleara!~lfs i Rev. KIN~ purchased some beer fronu a store 
located di2go~~lly across the co~~er. f~om the cla~~aJr~. 

Mrs. WARD als(O) a~vised that she ~nd ·Mrs. DAVES ~nd 
Rev. A.,D. WIL'LIAMS KING 9 priolr' to tlblei.ir• iairiri.v~l im. MSl!rtJ!»his, . 
Tenne-ssee ~bout m.idimightv Apl"il 3 9 1968 11 lhlad b<aeim v~~taiti@.rd.ng 
in P.aiirnam~ C.i ty, F'l<a>J.rid®. :1 at t.i'ne T.ireiaSt\ll'eS Island M@tel. They 
had .d.lt'iven to Memp)!llis ·in Mrs. WARD~s ~\Ult@Rli@bile fX:'om Fl©)l'ida ~ Prior 
toi leaving the .F'Jloirida. mote>l9 Mrs O WARD h~.d l!ll~tii'ied M'irS. FRANCES 
HASTINGS wbo 9 together with he~ hus~~~d~ @w~~ the motel~ th~t 
they were dep;m:il."t:i:mg but th:ro t she 9 MI'S. WARD,~ woul<d l'etun"n · 
shortly f<a>r ~bout a week• s stay. M:r·s. WARD in~dvel"t<eimtly \t0>1Ld 
Mr.s. HASTINGS that she ~nd he~ co~p~~i@@B were g@ing t© Birming= · 
h~m. . Mrs •. WARD 1t'ec.alls .tha t whel!ll ~he _a:mi.d : her IC<OilTh1aP1lllillLll\Oll'!lS were 
a1e~;;r•ly h~lfw~y to Memphis th3. t she .remE1mbek'ed that ~he lm:ffid 
erE(l)ilileJ(Q)US:l. 1 told ~:rs. HASTINGS they VJel!'e going t;(Q) Eirminghii8lm • 

. She fuels th&ll t she m.Side thlis mistake in th!lllt she b.m11d e:ail!."lier 
talked to the HASTlNGS who had told her they- were origii7!~11y 
from Birmingham 9 Alab«amtll. · ·· 

After DK'. KING~s. assassill!lililtioffil, ME'S. WARD changed 
her plans taib©ut spending aIDly further time-in Fll.O>irid~ and ~t 
6: 50 a .m. /) April 6 9 JL968 9 she flew from_ Memp>lh.tis, Tennessee~ 
·to Pan:ama Ci.ty, :F'loll'.'id:aiD to get the .n.•est of her cJLothes. She 
rented a car ~ t- -the aii:•port aimd d:rrove to the :m0>tel. • When she 
arrived at the· mot.el ., she met Mrs • flP:ST lNGS who tmmediia ·tel y 

On __ 4_-.... _-1_6_=_-6_8 __ at Louisville 2 · Kentucky File # LS 44=941 

SA. WARREN Lo WALSB:. 1-!LW/ds 4=16=68 by _.....;.;..;;..;...;..;...:.::....:..;..;.;;;.;;;.;_.;.:....::____;,___;,.:..-_-'--.....;..,.......---_.;..-----Date dictated ---,---------

. This document contains neither recommendations nor con~lllsions of tl;i.e FBI. It is the ~operty of the FBI and is l!>!lll~d ~ 
. your agenN•; it and its co,nten~s ~e not to .I?~ <l1~tri\1llt!:!4 outs id,~ YC>Jlf !:\~l;lqcy. ·. · · . 
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advised Mrs. WARD that the motel was full and there was no .·. ~ 
· room for M.rs. WARD. Mrs. WARD felt this statemeimt to be untrue -; 
as there appeal."ed to be room. at 'the motel 9 and she spoke rather . 1 _ ji 
plainly to Mrs. HASTINGS aib~ut her feeling that Mrs. HASTINGS . ·,:: ' • i 
did not want her at the motel bect,u11se s.he had been in the compa[!)l.y ' ~-- t 
of two Negroes, Rev. KING 2nd Mrs. DAVIS. MK's. HASTINGS made . ·· · . -;- - ' 

! some comme:nt abou.~. tlmey ~ thE: _HASTINGS~ t·un ~ 1r-espectable motel 9 · : • 

'_:,.. _ Pond M1·s. WARD replied that it was. because the motel hi.ad th2lit / : ;..._ .. t 

) 

reputation that she and her companions had originailly decided~ .. :;, 
to vacation there. ______ : -.,, ·-·-

Mrs. WARD stated that it $ppeared ~o her that the 
motel CWIOJS?'S9 the HASTINGS, did ~©)t @bject to herse.lf arad Mrs. 
DAVIS having occupie~ the motel 9 but appxe1rently objected to ·-
the preselliice in the motel e>f Rev. A. D. WILLIAMS KING o · · 

J: . . . . -
Mrs. WARD st~ted that mt ~o time did eithe~ o~-the 

HASTINGS make ~Illy type of specific th.IC'e~t to Mrs.· WARD 9• aigainst 
Mrs. WARD or her companions, but it was clear to Mrsr. WARD 

'that.she was no le>nger w~lcome at ~he_HASTINGS' motel • 

•.•• ,\r· 

·: :·:: \:}:ft:(:t . 

. r -: ... 

• ;, .. 1, .- ! 

., .. Mrs. WARD lef.t-Paim;a\m<t., (;lty by plane ~bout 1:30 p,.,m~-· _:~)·:~:~ 
on April 6P 1968 and flew t<a> Atlamt~ 9 Georgi8!.\i, wh~~ef7iilis - .· l · -: 
met by Mrs. DAVIS. - ----- "'' . ---- . ,<I-• r ..• 
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F'D-302 (Rev, 4-lS-64). 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4=/__,;;1;;..;;7.,.:../_,,6~8_· -,-~_.......,..,....,....... 

WALTER LANE BAILEY, Owner, Lorraine Hotel-Motel, 
406 Mulberry Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that a cheek 
of his records reflected the following named persons as 
having been registered into his motel on either April 3 or ., 
April 4, 1968, or both dates: 

1) GERALD HARRELL 
Room No. 10 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 5427 Urguhart Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

JAMES LEWIS 
Room No. 11 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 78 West Trigg Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee 

3) Mo JACKSON 
Room No. 12 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

4) _R. ROGERS 
Room No. 200 

·on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

5) WILLIE WILLIAM 
Room·No. 201 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 810 Parson.Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

6) R. Bo COTTONREADER 
·Room No. 202 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 408 Third Street 

Marks, Mississippi 

31 

on_4~/_l_l~/_6_8 __ at Memphis, Tennessee 

SA EUGENE A. MEOORI, JRo and_ 

File# Memphis 44'71~87 

by ~S_A___:..:S~T=E=-P=HE=N,;;..;__;M;__;__;;;_. _;D;;..;.iA...;..;:R=L-'-I=N;_;;G=lfO..;;;....;;;.:.N_S'--MD____,_/_m_n-"r---.---Date dictated..,.,,-=4;,../..;;;;l'-'-7,,,_/.;;:-~8.::;:-,.-.-.---,--.--
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7) TOBIE WYNN 
Room No. 204 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 3204 St. 

Columbus, Georgia 

8) BERNARD LEE 
Room No~ 206 (on April 3, 1968} 
Room No. 205 (on April 4, 1968) 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

9) TRACY WRIGHT 
Room _No. 208 
on April 3-4-, 1968 
no address given 

10} ANDREW YOUNG 
Ro0m No. 209 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

11) JOHN WILLIAM 
Room No. 210 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

12) WARREN LARDSON 
Room No. 211 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 1076 Walton Avenue 

Dayton, Ohio 

13) EUGENE COURTNEY 
Room No. 212 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

14) WILLIAM MALONEY 
Room No. 301 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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15) P.A. RANCE 
Room No. 303 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room Noo 200 (on April 4, 1968) 
no address given 

16) JAMES ORANGE 
Room No. 304 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

17) JESSIE JACKSON 
Room No. 305 on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

18) MARTIN KING 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

· Atlanta, Georgia 

19) RALPH ABERNATHY 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

20) DOROTHY COTTON 
Room No. 307 

21) 

on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES LOVE 
Room No. 308 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 8231 Chancery Court 

Alexandria, Virginia 

22) JOSEPH LOUW 
Room No. 309 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 45 Tiemann Place 

New York, New York 

33 
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23) CHARLES BALLARD 
Room No. 310 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 506 Kansas Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

24) STERLING TUCKER 
Room No. 311 

25) 

on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 626 Third Street, N.W. 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Washington, D. C. 

SAMUEL KYLES 
312 
3-4, 1968 

704 South Parkway East 
Memphis, Tennessee 

26) JEAN SMITH 
Room No. 314 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

27) MABELLE HENDRICKS 
Room No. 315 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 767 Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

28) JAMES WELDON 
Room No. 316 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 111 Hunter Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

29) A. D. KING 
Room No. 201 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

30) OFFELIN RUTHERFORD 
Room No. 202 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

34 
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31) 

32) 

33) 

34) 

35) 

36) 

37) 

38) 

39) 

- - - - - -- --- ---- - - -- -------

• 
Jo B,. WILLIAMS 
Room No. 203 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 2510 Jackson Avenue 

Forrest City, Arkansas 

HENRY ANTHONY 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

BERNARD LA.FAYETTE 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

C .. A. DAVIS 
Room 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

L., B. WARD 
Room No. 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

BERMAN SWEAT 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

EARL CALDWELL 
Room No. 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JOHN HALL 
· Room No. l 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

S. MCCOLLOUGH 
Room No. 12 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenu~ 

Chicago, Illinois 
35 
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31) Jo 8 0 WILLIAMS 
Room No. 203 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 2510 Jackson Avenue 

Forrest City, Arkansas 

32) HENRY ANTHONY 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

33) BERNARD LAFAYETTE 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

34) Co A. DAVIS 
Room 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

35) L. B. WARD 
Room No. 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

36) HERMAN SWEAT 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
no.address given 

37) EARL CALDWELL 
Room No. 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

38) JOHN HALL 
Room No. 1 

39) 

on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

s. MCCOLLOUGH 
Room No. 12 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
35 
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40) 

41) 

42) 

43) 

44) 

45). · 

• 
---- HILL (first name not given). 
Room No. 13 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JIMER GUEMOOR 
Room No. 14 
on April 4r 1968 
address: 750 Pearl Street 

Grenada, Mississippi 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

H .. VERNER 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wo BENNETT 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

GARY MASSONI 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

JAMES BEVEL 
unknown room number 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 8407 South Ribash Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 

36 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _A....;;p __ r_1_· 1_2_6_,~1_9_6_8--,-..,...,...,... 

Rewere~d SAMUEL 8 0 ~S, ~imli~ter of the 
Mo~u~~tal B$ptist C~u~ch 9 1ij4 &~th P~~kway B~st, who 
resides ~t 2215 &J>uth Ptairkw~y E&1.s"t 9 :M@!!llphis, Tennessee, on 
interview mdvi$ed ~~ f@llow~~ 

Rewerr®R'Rd m.aESl9 who lhl:IDis 1 iwe<dl irol Me mph is for 
app:rroxid't@ly the p~st eight ye~:t>$ 9 is Ollll the Executive 
Board of the Memphis, Ten~e~see, ~~~ch of th~ N~tional 
Associ~tio~ for the Adv~~ceme~t of Colored People (NAACP) 
all1ld is ~l~o a ~mrer (O)f the Southe~!lll Cl®ristian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), the ~~tio~~l he~dqu~~ters of which is 
Atl~nta, Georgi~, ~nd the Presid~~t of which 9 up until 
April 4 9 1968, w~s Dr., MARTIN LtuTIDm KXNG 9 JRo 

Reverend KYLBS ~dvised th~t ~ ~~nit~tion workers' 
strike beg~lnl in Memphi~ 1 Te~Jnles~~ep F~b~u~~Y 12 9 1968, and 
that shortly ~fter it~ ~tart~ group of Negro miDisters in 
Memphis, including hi•elf, b~fillded 'I!; ogetther to form a group 
w~ich adopted the~~~ of Comum~nity olnl the Move for Equality 
(COME); :r~ising fullild$ for the f§l~J.!!1-t~t ioITTJ ~trikers and 
~ssisting them in d~ily ~~cbes a~d other ~trike-support 
activitys He st~ted th~t $~ e~~ly ~s M~rch 18, 1968, he, 
along with some of the other OOME le~dex-s, irruduced Dr .. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR 0 9 to ©(())me to Memphis wh@re, oim the night of 
March 18, 1968, he gave ~lnl i.lnl~piri11&g tia1lk ~t M~rson Temple 
to approximately 10,000 to 12 1 000 p~opl@, urging the Negro 
community of Memphis to u~1t® ~bi~d the ~a~it~tion workers. 

KY.LES ~nd so~ of the other COME le~ders also 
il!llducied Dr.. KING to return. to .Memphi~ on the morning of 
March 28, 1968, to lead~ -s~iv@ dow~town m~rch in support 
of the s~nitatiollll work®~Se 

Consider~ble b~®~killllg of d~w~town wi~dow~ and looting 
result®d during this gr©~, ~s ~ ~~sult of which,.KYLES stated 
the ~~nit~tion strike ~®c~ived ~~tio@wid® publicity, and 
Dr 0 KING ~greed to retur~ to M~mphis, ~lo~g with other SCLC statf 
memb®rs, in e~rly Aprilt 1968, t~ conti~~@ suppo~t on behalf of 
th~ s~nitatio~ workers 0 

On 4/23/68 

SAs HOWELL S 0 LOWE 
by 81nd WILLIAM IL LADINC:I WHL~gu Date dictated __ 4~/~2_5_,/~6--8_~--.--
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Reverend KYLiilS rec2lled that Dr~ KING actually 
lt"eturned to Memphis on Wednesd&y mo~~mg, April 3, 1968, 
with several of his staff ·assio«:d~tes i!Ol.elurl ing the Vice 
PresideDt of SCLC, Reverend RALPH D_0 AOORNATHY, and his 
administrative assi2t~nt BERNARD LE~o They all checked into 
the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 Mulber~y Street, Memphis, 
and actually KYLES huad Jt"e!rllted lt"OOlm.S fo:lt" some of the- SCLC 
staff members under his n~me~ He pointed o~t that actually 
he was registe!'ed in Room 312 of the Lorr~ ins Mote 1 as of 
April 3, 1968, although he ~id n~t physic~lly occupy this 
room and did :not now recall the e1u1ct SCLC individual who 
occupied Room 312d He recalled that Drd KING occupied 
Room 306, as did Reverend RALPH D0 ABERNATHYe 

He recalled that Dro KING and his staff remained 
in Memphis•on the ~ight of Ap~il 3 9 1968, and also remained 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968. In addition, he pointed out 
that there had been widespread publi©ity in not only the 
Memphis news media, including the two daily white newspaper;i, 
but also on virtually all of the radio &nd television stations, 
concerning the prese-ln!ce of Dr o KING ~nd his staff in Memphis" ',, 
and of the fact that they were stmying at the Lorraine Motel. 1 

He stated he could not rec~ll the specific radio broadcast, 
but there was at least one broadcast, possibly more, which 
even gave the room number, ~amely Room 306, in which Drp KING 
was staying in Memphis, and thw.t this inform.at ion was readily 
avail~ble to anyone who te~ded to read the newspaper or took 
the time to listen to the radio news broadc~sts~ In other 
words~ he said it was no secret $S to where Dr_ KING was 
st2ying" 

Reverend KYLES recalled th~t he personally went 
to the Lorraine Motel at ~pprox1mately 3:30 pom~ on April 4, 
1968 9 ·. and recalled tlbi.:lll.t the Operation Bre.adbw.sket band, 
a singing group of the SCLC, w~~ rehe$rs1ng in one of the 
roo1ns in the motel 1 this group be'ii!!bg led by BEN BRANCH,a 
former music teacher of Memphis, Tenn@sseeQ KYLES joined 
this group and they ~ll ~$1ng V$:t" i0us hymns ai,nd SCLC songs 
until ~pproxim.ately 5 p~mq At this point, Reverend KYLES 
we~t to Room 306 of the Lo~r~ine Motel to visit with 
Dr o MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR°" 9 and Eewei:irend RALPH. D~ ABERNATHY• 
He pointed.out that he had earlier inwit®d Dr~ KING and 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his home ffit 2215 South Parkway East foi:­
a ~~soul dinner 91 on the evening of April 4, 19 68, po int ing out 

38, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
3 

----------------------------------

that Dr .. KXNG and Reverend AB.IRNATHY both savored Hsoul food," 
which would normally consist of neck bo~es, chitterlings, 
turnip greens ~nd black-eyed pe~s, and that his wife had 
consented to cook such a din~~r fo~ Dr. KING and his group. 
He pointed out that both KING and Amm.NATHY h~d been reminde~ 
by him earlier that dinner was to oo ~t approxinmtely 6 p.m. 

He recalled th~t during the &pprox imate period f:i-om 
5:30 Pom., to 5:55 p.,m., April 4, 1968 9 th~t Dr .. KING,. 
Reverend ABERNATHY and Reverend KYLES s~t and talked in 
Room 306 as Dro KING and ABERNATHY dressed in preparation 
for the dinner appointment. At a time estimated by KYl&S 
as being 5:55 p 0 m.,, or the~eabouts, Dra KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorr~ine :Motel l> tlhe door of which faces -
west and overlooks a swimmi~g pool and parking area onto 
Mulberry street, which is~ narrow north-south street in 
Memphis. Dr. KING~s room, 306, was on the second floor and 
as one walks out of the room tmre is a balcony and walkway · 
are~ 9 the balcony having an iron rail approximately three 
feet high to keep one from f1alling off the balcony. · Dr. KING, 
KYLES recalled, stood on the balc~ny and was speaking with 
various people standing in the p~rking ~rea of the motel 
directly beneath himo .One of the pers©~s with ~hom Dr. KING 
was speaking was Reverend JESSBl JACKSON, an SCLC staff membe~ 
from Chicago, Illinois., KYLES recalled le~r~r'ing Room 306 and 
going out and talking with Dr. KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to his hou~e or there would not be 
enough food to s~tisfy all of them. KYLES also recalled 
that SOLOMON JONES, a loc~l Negro who works for one of the 
funeral homes, had· been Dro~KIWG·!s:chau:ffeu:r while in Memphis 
~nd that KING may have made some comme!Dlt to JONES about getting 
the car ready for their trip to the KYLES residence., · · 

Reverend KYLES also recalled that at about this 
period of time Reverend ABERNATHY had applied shaving cream. 
to his face preparing to take~ quick shave before departing 
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were st~~ding side by 
side on the balcony and he ~lso recalled that KING spoke 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE who is an attorney foll" SCLC and who 
was in Memphis with th® SCLC st~ff. 
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Others recalled by KYLES bei~g on the ground 
level within viewing and list~ni~g distance of Dr 0 KING 
were Reverend JAMES L. JmW'EL 9 also of the SCLC staff and 
who has recently been living in Chic~go 9 and several 
young Negroes, names not recalled 9 who had been hanging 
around and support i!Thg the sa!ll'l it~t ion workers strike. · 
He pointed out that he would put these folks in the 
category of iihero wox>shipers 99 who liked to be around KING 
and other important person~ges~ 

At this point, KYLES ~~timated the time as 
being approximately 6 oWclock p.mo, ~nd stated that he, 
KYLIS, started to walk north on th~ balcony walkway toward 
the old Lorraine Hotel portion of the establishment for 
the purpose of getting his car, which was parked on the 
parking lot. He recalled looking down and saying something 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who w~s standing on the ground and 
estimated that he had walked approximately four door ... 1engths 
north of Room306 when he, KYLES 9 heard a loud but possibly 
muffled soumL At first he thought it was ·.ll noise from 
the immediate area possibly c~used by the backfiring of 
an automobile or possibly ewen a loud firecracker which 
had exploded in the immediate vicinityo 

He was next consci@us of seeing Reverend JAMES L. 
BEVEL who had been st~nding ~n the ground north of Room 306 
running to the motel: a:rea o~ten$ibly for cover and recalled 
some unknown individual yelling i»:! ~ loud voice, '/'They've 
shot MAR.TIN q n At this point be turned around and looked 
back south toward the e~tr~nce of.Room 306 and was next 
conscious of seeing Drq KING 9 s prone bodyo KING was resting 
on the balcony floor with his back to the floor, his face 
facing upward, his feet parti~lly protruding through the 
grill work of the iron railwa~and his head headed· in a south­
ea~terly direction toward the p~ss~gew2y just south of Room 
306. 

KYLES continued th~t he took a quick glance at 
KING's prone body after reachi~g s~me ~~d ~aw a gaping hole 
in what he recalled to be the right side of KING'S face 
in the area of his cheek bo~e a~d pr~truding downward into 
his neck area. He st~ted tb~t be was not f~miliar with 
guns or gun wounds but he subco~~ciously realized that the 

\ 
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noise which h.e h~d he&.i.rd ltn$\d u!Oidoubtedly been that of a 
gunshot which had :wounded D~. KING. He pointed out that 
KING's eyes ~ppeared to bS open a~d th~t he personally 
felt KING may still have been ~live~ He was not conscious 
of anyone else near KING'S body at this time and pointed 
out that he went into~ state of shock ·and r~n rather 
hysterically into Room 306 where"'"h(I;) ~ttempted to use a 
telephone for the purpose of calling an ~mbulance. In 
the meantime, ABERNATHY had ru~ out of Room 306 with 
shaving cream still on his face in ~n effort to see what 
had happened to Dr~ KING. KYLES pointed out that in his 
confusion he was unable to pick up the phone properly to 
call the motel switchboard to ask for an ambulance and 
recalled ABERNATHY running b~ck i~to the room and telling 
him to settle down and gaJn his composure as everything 
would be all right? 

KYLES came bacl, out of thei room to the vicinity·.of 
KING'S body and w~s _next con$cious of seeing several uniformed 
Memphis Police officers running on fo(Ot toward the vicinity of 
KING'S body and recalled. some of them yelling 9 "What happened?'t 
He stated that he r~called yelling litlt some of· the po.lice . 
officers to call an ambulan~~o He was next conscious of· 
Reverend ABERNATHY lea~mg over KlNG1 ~ prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get some response from him and could 
recall hearing ABERNATHY s~y 9 n?MRTIN, can you hear me?" 

Reverend KYLES rec~lled running into Room 306 and 
grabbing up a bedspread off one of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING'S body a He reclo\lled that a white 
mr&le employee of the United st~tes Justice Department, name 
not recalled~ who had been staying mt the motel brought a towel 
which someone held over the large gaping wound on the right 
side of KING's f~ce. 

Within a few moments an ~mbul~nce arrived to take 
KING's body to a hospit~l and be recalled that a JOSEPH 
LOUW~ an African who is 2 photographer ~~d who was staying 
at the motel, took some pictures i,n the immediate vicinity 
and that many of the people who by this time had come to the 
balcony seemed to point t-owa:K"d the west side of Mulberry 
where there is a thicket of bu~hes and empty land bordered 
further on the west by the b~ck side of some old two-story 
brick buildings which f~ce on'Mailn Street and indicated in 
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their point~ng and col!Wllaents th~t th® shot probably came 
) from that general direction 0 In otiller words, the shot 

came from the west toward the e~$t., 

Thereafter, ~ccording to Reverend KYLES, an 
ambul~nce crew took Dr., KING's b~dy to the St. Joseph 
Hospitalo 

Reverend KYLES lo~ked ~t ~ series of photographs 
which appeared in 9Life M~g~zine 9 n issue of April 12,, 1968, 
some of which were taken immediately ~fter the shooting of 
Dr., KING and prior to the arriv~l of the $J.mbulance andr.iWhicb 
depict Dr., KING's prone body lying f~ce up on the concrete 
walkway on tie second floo~ b~lco~y cf the Lorraine Motel 
and taken by Photographer JOSEPH LOUW. He stated that the 
only people that he could identify by ~~me in the early 
photographs prior to the arriv~l of the ambulance were 
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SCLC st~ff and som~ local 
unidentified Negroes who were app~rently assisting in an 
effort to render immediate first ~id to Dro KING 4 Reverend 
KYLES pointed out that these photographs must have been take~ 
almost imm.ediate~y following the shooting of Dr. KING becau$e 
they do not show the bedspre~d ower KING's body. 

He stated that very few people ~ctually were 
cognizant of the fact that Dr. KANG w~s to be a dinner guest 
at his home on the evening of April 4, 1968; that among the 
guests who had been i~vited to his recollection were Dr. KING, 
his brother, Reverend. A0 D. WILLIAMS KINGl) and two of the 
latter's companions 9 Mrso LUKII WARD and Mrso GEORGIA M. DAVIS, 
both of Louisville, Kentucky; and that Reverend ABERNATHY 
was to have been there, as was CHAUNCEY ·ESKRIDGE., He stated 
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and HOSEA WILLlAMS 9 both of the 
SCLC staff, were ~lso to be his dimmer guests on that 
evening. 

He stated that to his recollection there had been 
no publicity concerning the fact t~~t KING and his sma11 
party were to be his dinimel" guest~ and that it appeared to 
be a mere coincidence that Dr., KING w~lked out in front of 
the doorway of Room 306 and stood there some four to five. 
minutes prior to the time that he w~s shot., 

r ,. 
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Reverend KYLES stated th~t he had searched his 
memory during the intervelll·iing t im.® subsequent to Dr. KING' s 
being shot and that ~t no time could he recall seeing 
anyone to the west or northwest from which direction he 

·. is now convinced the shot c~me.. He s~w no one looking out 
2ny of the windows m the buildings facing Main. Street, 
the rear entrances of which would h~ve f2ced the Motel; 
&nd he saw no one on the ground belowo 

He stated that he talked with CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE 
shortly after the shooting ~nd that ESKRIDGE who was on the­
ground level in.the parking ~re~ in front of the!Motel 
stated that after the shot he, ESKRIOOB,, had run west 
from the Motel to the middle of Mulberry Street but that . 
he did not see anyone with any firearm either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings. Reverend KYLES recalled that 
SOLOMON JONES has been reported to have stated that he saw 
someone possibly with a white headpiece in the ground area 
just west of the west side of Mulberry Street behind the 
bushes and possibly saw someone drop something in that 
area. 

Reverend KYLES stated that in fairness to JONES, 
JONES could not have seen the ground art:Ht which he had. 
originally described because of the fact that there is a 
brick retaining wall which surrounds the swimming pool and 
that JONES would nave been behi~d this wall when KING was 
shot and could not have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street as t~is w~ll is about eight feet 
tall., 

Reverend KYLES concluded th~t none of his 
acquaintances in the SCLC or other acquaintances in Memphis 
who have been close to the Negro movement can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious movements in the vicinity of the 
Lorraine Motel immediately preceding or during .. the time that 
Dr. KING was shot. · 
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On April 18 9 l 968 i) -'Cl!M.RLES BALLARD t 830 Kansas 
Street, Memphis 9 Te:mmessee 9 personally contacted the 
Memphis, Tennessee, FBI Offi~e and advised SA HOWELLS. 
LOWE and SA WILLIAM H;, LAWRE~E tlln~t he registered into 
room 310 of the Lorra-iJme Motel OXA the a:fte·rnoon of March 
30, 1968, and remai.ned· ·registered at this motel until 
April 4, 1968. He departed' from this motel just prior 
to 6 P.M. the evening of April 4 9 1968. 

BALLARD advised he was Xl\Ot at ::t-he motel at the 
time Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot and,· advised he has 
no knowledge regarding who may· have shot Dr. KING. He 
stated that during the period he resided -ai: the motel, no 
one inquired of him of any_ in:formation >;~g~i;ding Dr. KING, 
and he noticed no one i~ particular expressing any unusual 
interest in the looatioia of Dr. KING~s room a·t the motel. 

. h . ~ .,.o; :·· 

BALLARD state<l' that whe~ he departed the motel 
at approximately 5:45 P.M., April 4, 1968, there were several 
persons walking around in front of the motel. He stated 
he paid no particular att~ntion to these persons and is 
unable to recall anyo~e in this group whom he knGws. 
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On April 23, 1968, SA's HOWELL s. LOWE and WILLIAM a. 
LAWRENCE interviewed an individual identifying himself as JAMES 
EX,M()RE PHILLIPS, JR., who resides at 1592 Short Street, Mempbis, 
Tennessee, and who is a senior at LeMoyne College, 807 - 25 
Walker Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. PHILLIPS advised that on or about March 30, 1968, 
he checJ.(ed into room 315 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, 
Memphis, and continued to stay there until the late afternoon, 
of April 4, 1968. He stated he well recalled the arrival of 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, in Memphis on the morning of April 3, 
1968, and recalled that Dr. KING and several of his Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC} Staff associates checked 
into the Lorraine Motel on April 3, 1968, with Dr. KING staying 
in room 306 on the second floor, which was several doors north 
of the room occupied by PHILLIPS. ,:;:-:-, 

_) .. ·. 
PHILLIPS stated that he left the motel about 5 :45 1:t'.m.: ,}<,_, 

Thursday, April 4, 1968, with some of his associates, CHARLES 
BALLARD, CHARLES LAVERNE CABBAGEi, JOHN BURRELL SMITH, and 
EDWINA HARRELL, who also had been staying at the motel. PHILLIPS 
stated he left on foot,. walke_d south on Mulberry to· Butler Street, 
west on Butler to Main Streeit·,· where he caught a #45 nwalker Homes 1

' 

bus, a city bus, going south on Main Street, c~itching this bus 
almost immediately after arriving on Main Street. 

He stated he rode this bus to·south Memphis and walked 
to 1644 Hanauer, apt. 2, the apartment currently occupied by- JOHN 
B. SMITH. He stated upon arrival at the SMITH residence, someone 
had on the television and they heard the report on television that 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 8 had been shot at approximately 6:01 
p.m. as he stood on t-he second floor balcony of the Lorraine MQtel. 

PHILLIPS stated that at no time during the period in 
which he stayed at the Lorraine Motel did anyone, to his recollec.tion,. 
inquire as to where Dr. KING was staying or as .to which room was · 
being occupied by Dr. KING and h.e saw no individuals in the ·area 
arousing his suspicions. 

PHILLIPS stated that he paid no particular attention 
to the buildings on South Main Street just west of the Lorraine 
Motel and recalled seeing no one look out any of the windows in 

(. 
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those buildings during the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
when he was in the process of leaving the motel. 

PHILLIPS stated that as he was walking from the 
motel toward the bus stop, as indicated above, he did not 
see anything of an unusual nature. 
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FO-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUR EAU OF IN'{ EST IGATION 

4/7/68 
Date -----------,--

. LOYD JOWERS 9 owner 1 Jim's Grill 9 418 South Main 
Street 9 ·advised that at approximately 3~55 p"m. on 

·<-~< April 4 9 1968 9 he arrived at the Grill~ and parked directly in 
back of a white Mustang that was parked on the street directly 
in front of his Grill. · He. sitated that he believed that the· 
car had Mississippi _license pl;a,tes: on it. because they were of an 
orange or orangish-yellow color. Se stated that upon parking the 

_ car he went into th~ Gri.ll w;here he saw a stranger sitting at- th~ 
- bar having a meal. He stb.ted that it was unusual for him t0' get 

any strange customers ih·the Grill since most of his customers· 
were local people of a s·teady nature. Mr. JOWERS ·described the 
stranger as follows: ,,,_ 

Race: 
Sex: 
Height~ 
Weight~ 
Build: 
Age: 
~a:i,r: 
Complexion~ 
Dress: 

White 
Male 
5 ~ 8 9q to 5 9 9° 
160 pounds 
Heavy 
27 to 30 
Sandy 
Ruddy 
tea~ing a dark suit. 

He stated that the man finished his meal and left-the 
Grill, and he could not notice in which direction he walked, 
but he did not get into the white Mustang 9 which was parked-_c;:i;n 
front of, the Grill. , ' . 

Mr. JOWERS stated that this same· individual returned 
to the Grill at about 8~00 p.m. on April 5 9 1968 9 and ordered 
breakfast. Mr. JOWERS stated that in his·estimation~ this 
individual acted strangely because he seemed very :.,~cnilm when 
everyone else at the Grill and in the area was excited over the.· 
shooting. In view of the fact· that·he felt the· individual was. 
acting s+,range and also· because he wa:~ a stranger in ·the are·a, .;,, 
Mr. JOWERS.called the Police 1 and told them that ·he had··a· maif.cff 
a suspicious nature at the Grill. He said that when the stranger 
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finished his breakfastj he left the Grill and was arrested 
on the sidewalk in front of the Grill by the Memphis Police 
Department. 

Liehteunt JIM JfilARRXS@~, H@mi~ide Bureau, Memphis 
Police Departme~t, l~ter. i~@~tified tbi~ arre~ted individual 
as GENE PEARSON CM.WFORD 9 32=B We~t~~@d ·Gruode!lils j) Jrtcks«>n, 
Tennessee, whe i&s determi~e~ t@ h~ve h~d ~o part in the 
murder of Dr. MARTIN LlWlHER KI~@, JR. 
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