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HAROLD E. RAINVILLE, Administrative Assistant 

to Senator EVERETT DIRKSEN, 219 South Dearborn, Chicago, 
Illinois, advised as follows: 

RALPH KUNSTADTER, Pediatrician 9 home 900 North 
Michigan, office 664 North Michigan, office telephone 
DE 7-4545, Chicago, Illinois, sometime ~n the past had 
advised-that he at one time employed a man as a chauffeur 
who subsequently worked for KING as a cnauffeur. This 
man had been required to carry large sums of money in · 
a bag for KING and this man was scared that someone would 
rob him of this money .. · This man b.ad been advised by 
Doctor KUNSTADTER to contact RAINVILLi but this man 
failed to so contact RAINVILLE. 

Doctor RALPH KUNSTADTER, 664 North Michigan, 
Chicago, Illinois, advised that for several years his 
family had employed an elderly colored male, KELLY 
WILLIAMS, as a chauffeur. Approximately 18 pionths ago· 
this man had been released from his service by KUNSTADTER · 
because of his physical condition which Doctor. KUNSTADTER 
recalled as being syphillis of the brain. Doctor KUNSTADTER 
stated this person was probably deceased by now as he 
was over 65 and on Social Security. 

Dodor KUNSTADTER stated he later heard this 
man went to work for KING but he had no recollection of 
hearing any.thing· to the effect that this man was required 
to carry over $200,000 in cash in a black bag at all times 
for KINGo . 

KUNSTADTER stated ttiatapprox:imately one year 
or so ago this man had contacted his family and allege-dly 
had some knowledge· of threats which had been made against 
Senator DIRKSEN. Doctor KUNSlADTER accordingly attempted 
to have WILLIAMS contact Senator DIRKSEN's office· concerning 
this matter .. 

It is to be noted that in Septembe.r, 1966, 
the Chicago Office co_nducted extensive investigation con­
cerning a similar story concerning a person who allegedly 
worlted for Doctor KING as a chauffeur· and who formerly .. 
worked for Doctor RALPH KUNSTADTERa This investigation 
developed the identity of this individual as KELLY WILLIAMS, 
:full details of which were furnished to the Bureau. No further 
investigation was conducted at that time due to the readily 
apparent.mental problems of WILLIAMS, coupled with the serious 
doubts which were cast on his veracity 0 
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Re: WILLIAM FERBER or 
WILLIAM FARBERS (Look Alike) 

. On April 18, 1968, at 3:15 PM, CLARENCE PETERSON, 
Assistant Vice President, Amalgamated Bank, 111 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, telephonically advised that an 
unknown white male, strongly resembling the likeness of 
ERIC GALT, appearing in the April 18issue of the "Chicago 
Tribune" appeared at this bank shortly before 12:30 PM 
and requested to purchase a $10,000 certificate of .deposit 
(savings) for cash. Mr. PETERSON inquired as to whether the 
unknown male had an account with Amalgamated and was· 
informed that he did not. Mr. PETERSON then proceeded 
to make inquiry concerning this unknown male's background 
whereupon he became reluctant to furnish background 
information and inquired why it was necessary for him to 
identify himself. Mr. PETERSON informed the unknown male 
that it was the bank's policy to have some identifying. · 
information andl>ackground concerning its new customers 
whereupon the unknown male produced a driver's license issued 
by the State of Wisconsin containing the name WILLIAM 
FERBER or WILLIAM FARBERS. The unknown male explained that 
he presently resided in another state and that this-license 
was the license issued to him wnen he resided in Wisconsin. 

Mr. PETERSON advised he turned the driver's 
license over on its reverse side to observe the signature 
which he found was obscured from·v1ew by a card containing 
the words, "National Association of Ballroom Dancers .. " 
Mr. PETERSON advised that before he could examine the driver's 
license any further, the unknown male grabbed it out of his. 
handi stating he iould not see why he had to fti~nish ·any 
information about himself. Mr. PETERSON-then stated that 
before he could obtain a certificate of deposit, he would 
be required to fill out the necessary savings account f·orms 
and furnish specimens of his signature which h·e, PETERSON 
furnished to the unknown male. The unknown male informed 
PETERSON that he would fill out the signat-ure cards at the 
counter and left PETERSON'S desk and proceded to a counter 
in the lobby of the bank. PETERSON stated that he left his 
desk temporarily for .only a few seconds to report this 
incident to his superiors and turned around to see if the 
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unknown male had finished executing the cards and returned 
to his desk whereupon he found that the unknown male had 
disappeared from the bank. Mr. PETERSON said that he 
immediately examined all the waste recepticles in the 
vicinity of the lobby counter where the unknown male was 
last observed and failed to find the blattk savings account 
signature cards indicatihg that these b1ank cards were 
apparently not left in the bank by the unknown male. 

PETERSON said during his lunch hour from 12:30 PM 
to about 1:30 PM, he was reading the "Chicago Tribune!t and 
observed the photograph of subject GALT appearing therein 
and immediately felt that it was a strong likeness of the 
individual who had just attempted to obtain a certificate 
of 'deposit at Amalgamated. 

PETERSON described this un~nown male as follows: 

Name 

- Sex 
Race 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Complexion 
Characteristics 
Eyes 
Hair 
Wearing apparel 

WILLIAM FERBER or 
WILLIAM FARBER$ 
Male 
White 
About 35-40 
5 ' 8" or 5' 9 · 
160-170 
Ruddy 
Square jaw, clean shaven 
Dark 
Brown. 
White shirt, three .quarter 
lertgth tan light w~ight coat. 

Review of Chicago classified and telephone directories 
faile~ t~ locate any listing identifiable wi.th National 
Association of Ballroom Dancers however a copy of the March 
1968, issue of. "Ballroom Dance Mag~ine": published monthly ' 
by Dance Magazines, Inc. , 268 West 47th Street, New York, New York, _ 
disclo~es numerous advertisements for ballroom dancing throughout _ 
the United States, only one of which is possibly identical with · 
National Association of Ballroom Dancers which is .. Ballroom 
Dancers Association, Inc., 0 756 7th Avenue, New York, New York. 
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On April 23, 1968, the Milwaukee Division advised 
that the Motor Vehicle Division, Madison, Wisconsin, has three 
listings under the name of FERBER. WILLIAM A0 FERBER and WILLI.AM 
G. FERBER were eliminated on the basis of their dates of birth, 
which were, respectively, and~-----~· 

WILLIAM H. FERBER, date of birthJ :a¼ 
was eliminated on the basis that Chief ofoiice HAROLD PHEL , 
Hales Corners, Wisconsin, advised that FERBER was arrested 
February 27, 1965, for operating with an expired drivers license. 
FERBER has been self-employed in the above town since 1948. 

On April 25, 1968, the New York Division advised 
that. the National Association of Ballroom Dancers is unknown 
to the officials of Dance Magazine, Inc., and Ballroom Dancers 
Associationo Also there is no organization known to these 
officials that issues orange membership cards. A review of 
the subscription list did not indicate any subscriber by 
the name of FERBER or subject. 
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RE: LOOK-ALIKE DRIVING BLUE CHEVELLE 

BEARING ALABAMA LICENSE 42-7866 

• 

On April 18, 1968, Sergeant SAUTZUS, 9th District, 
Chicago Police Department, telephonically advised the 
Chicago Office of the FBI that Mr 0 SOL LEVIN, 7337 South 
Shore Drive, Chicago, reported seeing an individual resembling 
the assassin of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING driving a late 
model Chevelle bearing Alabama license 42-7866 in the vicinity .. 
of 31st Street and South Halsted Street, Chicago, Illinoiso · 
Upon interview by SA JOSEPH S 0 REICHART, Mro LEVIN stated 
that a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY somewhat resembled the 
individual he had seen in the Chevelle; however, Mro LEVIN 
was not able to describe that individual in any detailo 
He did say, however, that the individual was accompanied 
by a blonde woman 0 

On April 24, 1968, the Birmingham Division.advised 
that 1968 Alabama license 42-7866 was issued to EDGAR Fo 
BORDEN, Moulton, Alabamao Mrso WALCIE JOHNSON, BORDEN's 
mother, advised that her son was last known to be residing 
at 2344 Sacramento, Chicago, but is in the process of moving 
to an unknown address ~t San Angelo, Texas 0 · · 

On same date, the Dallas Division advised that 
EDGAR FI.DYD BORDEN, San Angelo, Texas, was interviewed on 
same date and he advised that although instant vehicle is 
still registered in his name, he sold the vehicle to RUSSELL 
RALPH, 2344 South Sacramento, Chicago 11 lllinois 0 Interview 
With BORDEN determined him not to be identical with JAMES 
EARL RAYo . 

On April 25, 1968, an individual identifying 
himself as RUSSELL MILLER, 1811 South Ashland, Chicago, 
Illinois, telephonically contacted the Chicago Office of 
the FBI and said that he had heard from his friend, EDGAR 
FLOYD BORDEN, t,hat the F.Bl was looking for the car that 
he was drivingo He advised that he could be contacted at 
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the above address on the following date,. 

On April 26, 1968, investigation to locate RUSSELL 
MILLER at the above address proved negative; however, 
individuals residing at that address stated that the photo­
graph of JAMES EARL RAY did not resemble anyone residing 
at that address,. 

On April 29 1 1968, RUSSELL RALPH, also known as 
RUSSELL MILLER, was interviewed at his residence, 2344 South 
Sacramento, first floor, Ch_icagoj Illinois,. He advised 
that he no longer had the car in question but that he was 
driv.ing it on April 181 1968, in the vicinity of 31st Street 
and South Halsted Street in the company of a blonde womaio 
Further inquiry revealed that RALPH, born I ~at 
Ypsilanti, Michigan, is 6 1 1 11 tall, and weighs 210 pounds., 
A comparison of the scars and marks and fingerprints of JAMES 
EARL RAY with those of RUSSELL RALPH determined that RALPH 
was not identical to RAY O • 
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Re: JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE 

on April 19, 1968, the Springfield Division advised 
that information had been received from the Jackson Division 
that the Pascagoula, Mississippi, Police Department stopped 
an individual driving a white Corvair bearing 1968 Illinois 
license DG 31090 He idetttified himself as aboveo He was 
accompanied by another white male whose identity was not 
determined and MONTAGNE indicated he was a musician and the 

i. other person indicated he was a seaman, with both heading 
, for New Orleanso 

The officer who stopped the above individuals said 
that MONTAGNE resembled the photograph of the subject. 

Indianapolis Division developed from auto registstration 
records that the above license piate registers to RAYMOND 
HILLBURN, 6039 North Ridge, Chicago, for a 1956 Dodge. No 
other fegistration or drivers license information regarding 
MONTAGNEo . 

On April 20, 1968, MARIA HILLBURN, former wife of 
RAYMOND HILLBURN, 4700 Magnolia Street, Chic.ago, advised 
SA JAMES W o SWINFORD that HILLBURN purchased a white Corvair 
convertible, model unknown, approximately two weeks.ago and 
departed the Chicago area for Alabama on April s·, 1968 o · She 
further advised that she had been contacted telephonic ally 
by her husband on April 19, 1968, at which time ·he advised 
her that he is now residing with LUCILLE HASSEY, 130 Patton 
Street, Montgomery, Alabama, telephone 265-4836. Mrso HILLBURN 
advised that her husband in no way resembles the photograph of 
the subject, nor is she acquainted with any associate of his 
who could be identical with the subject. She said that the name 
of JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE is completely·unknown to hero 
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RE: DALE BAXTER 
ET AL 
GARY 1 INDIANA 

• 

On April 19 1 1968 1 art anonymous male telephonically 
contacted SA ROBERT J 0 DOLAN and advised that he wished to 
furnish information concerning captioned mattero He declined 
to identify himself but stated the following individuals» 
all current residents of Gary, Indiana» are reportedly in 
possession of information concerning this, matter: 

DALE BAXTER 
Resides 40th and Tyler 

SHIRLEE MACKOWIAK 
Resides 40th and Tennessee 

JACK WEISSBUCH 
Resides 4160 Broadway 

Caller stated above had been bragging they have 
information concerning the killing of Dr 0 MARTIN LUTHER KING 
and know the whereabouts of the suspect presently being sought 
by the FBI 0 They also said the FBI does not'in fact have the 
actual weapon utilized by ttie killer but the whereabouts 
of such weapon is known to the above trio 0 Caller declined 
to furnish additional.information and terminated the callo 

On April 23, 1968 1 the Indianapolis Division ad­
vised that all of the foregoing individuals had been contacted 
and denied having any knowledge concerning captioned case nor 
any knowledge concerning the weapon used in this murdero' 
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RE~ TENNESSEE LICENSE BK 1897 

On April 19, 1968, Mr., JOHN POWELL, 8655 South 
Elizabeth, Chicago, Iliinois$ employment Adolph tevin 
Company, Incorporated, 5 North Wabash, Chicago, Illinois, 
was interviewed at the FBI·Office, Chicago, Illinois, at 
which time he had furnished the following information:. 

At approximately 8:40 a.,m., oh April 18, 1968, 
Mr., POWELL was proceeding to the Chicago Loop area via the 
northbound lane of the Stevenson Expressway., Mr., POWELL 
stated that he exited on ·the Stevenson Expressway and 

· immediately stopped for a red light at which time he 
noticed a 1962 or 1963 yellow Pontiac Catalina convertible 
bearing 1968 Shelby County, Tennesseea license BK 1897., 
He stated that this vehicle was occupied by a white male, 
believed to be identical with subject JAMES EARL RAY, and 
a white female., Mr., POWELL stated that the white female 
was driving the vehicle and when stopped at the red light, 
the white female got out from the passenger 9 s side of the 
car and went around the front of the car to assume the 
driver's seat~ . POWELL advised that at this time, he was 
approximately ten.feet away from this individual and he 
described him as follows: white male, height 6 ~3" (Mr.,· 
POWELL stated that subject could have been much taller than 
this as he was sitting in a car which is low. to the ground 
·and subject was on a pavement inclineJ, early 40 9 s, dark 
co~plexion, 190 pounds, brown hair, medium build, no 
c;:mtstanding characteristics or scars, wearing brown long­
sleeved sweater ·with gray "V" down the front. Mr., POWELL 
was furnished two photographs of subject, one taken in 
1952 by the Chicago Police Department and one taken in 
1962., Mro POWELL advised that he was positive that the 
individual in the-photograph'taken in 1962 was.the-person 
whom he saw in the 1962 or 1963 Catalina convertible., , . . 
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. RE: LOOK-ALIKE IN CAR BEARING 
1967 TENNESSEE LICENSE BW 2739 

On April 20, 1968, BERNICE THOMAS, 6140 South 
Dorchester, telephonically advised SA DANIEL M0 CRAWFORD 
that she had observed a man resembling the subject sitting 
in the back seat of a car bearing 1967 Tennessee license 
plates BW 27390 She advised that the car was going north on 
Milwaukee Avenue at Division Street and that she had a good: 
look at this individual. A man and a woman were sitting in 
the front seat., She said she had observed this car on the 
afternoon of April 19, 1968, and did not call until this . 
date.because she thought that her friend had called yesterday; 
however, she found out on this date.that no one had called., 
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Re: E. M. RAY 
Pascagoula, Mississippi 

Mrs. DENORE STEWART, 3538 West Hirsch, Chicago, 
·telephonically advised at 4:20 PM, April 20, 1968, that 
her son GERALD mJLTGREN is living in Pascagoula, Mississippi, 
Box 195, with an individual named E. M. RAY. RAY is unknown 
to STEWART as to description or background. 

GERALD mJLTGREN is described as a white male, 
born j j 6' 3". 170 ~ounds iil 1960; Social 
Security Number I _ e has a background of 
javenile trouble and Interstate Transportation of Stolen 
Motor Vehicle matterso He was turned· over to 3uvenile 
authorities at Cook County, for prosecution in 1960. 

STEWART 
about three weeks 
unknown location. 
known to STEWART. 

last heard from her son and RAY telephonically 
ago. These two men were to take a trip to an 

The employment of RAY and HULTGREN was not 
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The Atlanta Division advised on April 25, 1968, 
that Mr. RANDOLPH B~ JONES, Pure Oil Company Dealer, . 
Americus, Georgia, advised he sold gas to an individual on 
April 16, 1968, who closely resembled 1968 phpto of JAMES 
EARL iAY. Mr. JONES described the car he believed the. 
person to be driving as well as furnishing a physical 
description of this inlllividual. · He also stated tha.t he 
believed the individual purchased gas on a temporary Pure 
Oil Credit Card, which he believes expires in August or 
September, 1968. He also advised that the credit card slips 
were purchases on April 16, 1968, and had already been 
forwarded.to the Pure Oil Company Retail Department, Palatine, 
Illinois. 

On April 26, 1968, Mr. CLYDE E. PHODES, Accounting 
Department, Pure Oil Company, Palatine, Illinois, was. 
telephonically contacted by SA RENE Jo DUMAINE, at which time 
he advised· that the package of credit card .slips mailed in 
by Mr. JONES on April 17, 1968, would already be in the 
Balance process, Accounting Department, and would take until 
a.p::.-least April 30, 1968, to locate. He said it· is possible 
that he would be able to locate the credit card slips mailed 
in on April· 22, 1968. He requested that he be furnished . 
with the Transmittal Slip number used by JONES in submitting 
the credit card transactions. . . 

On the same date,.Mr. RHODES was furnished with 
the following transmittal numbers: 

4/18/68 ~ 7-021799~ 
- 7-0218000 

4/22/68 - 7-0217997 
7-0217998 

The foregoing were obtained from the Atlanta Division in 
contact with Mr. R~ B. JONES •. Mr. RHODES advised that he 
had located all ·of the credit card slips submitted on 
April 22, 1968. A review.of these slips did not reveal any 
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credit card slips for any transaction on April 16, 1968. 

In a continuing review of Pure Oil Company 
records, in conjunction with Mr. RHODES and THOMAS DAVINl 
by SA ROBERT F. PEVAHOUSE on April 29 and_30, 1968, 
located the list of credit card invoices submitted by Mr. 
JONES on April 18, 19680 Credit card purchase number · 
0882579109 was made by Lt. Col. WILKERSON, however,. the 
-invoice itself could not be located and the address was not 
yet in file. The charge for credit card number 603-855-3685 
is anotb,er coml\any credit card and the ticket tlas already · 
aeen separated elsewhere. No further effort will be made 
to locate this card in view of the comments made by Mr. 
JONES. It should be noted that this review did not reveal 
any purchase made on a temporary Pure Oil Credit Card. 

There were purchases made by the following 
companies; 

Americus Utility 
Aladdin Insulaters 
Georgia Highway Department 
v. R. Busb Company · 
Southern Beil of Georgia·. 
Simplex Nail · 

.· w. c. Page 

· The charge for H 0 Oo JONES, JR 0 was not further 
checked out since it was in the amount of $101.43, ~hich 
could not have been a mere gas purchase. 

A r·eview of the credit card slips submitted 
reveals the following purchases for gasoline on April 16, 1968: 

A .. U .. ARNOLD 
RFD Americus, Georgia 

JAMES Fo TRAINOR 
P.O. Box 265 
Damasaus,·Georgia 

J .. ROY STUDSTILL 
212 Daniel Street 
Americus, Georgia 
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Re~ R., TAYU>R 
OAK LAWNg ILLINOIS 

Investigation regarding the above-named individual 
was initiated upon receipt of a typewritten postcard by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Headquarters in 
Washington 9 D.,C., The card was postmarked April 22, 1968i and 
the Bureau instructed the Chicago Division of the EBI to 
attempt to locate R., TAYU>R and interview him regarding any 
inf orna tion he might have perlinent to this case., 

The contents of the po~tcard are quoted below: 

0 Dear Sirs, 

A lot of us knew J., E., Ray from Fullerton Ave in 
Chicago., Maybe he did steal cars or armed robbery but 
he never killed anyone like the Niggers ·do in riots., 
We thaQk him for killing Mo King., He was nothing but 
a trouble maker., If we do see him in Chicago--we will 
reward him with a couple of thousand dollars--not turn 
him in., He did us Chicagoans a good turn., 

We have an ad in the paper which he will recognize~ 
but you wouldnit the way it is typed out.,: 

We ali in Chicago are so happy King is dead 
(except the Nigger The Liquor business i's at an all 
tllne high We hope he never gets caught so that if R~ 
Abenathy (King 8 s Succesor starts something he w1ll do 
the same to him.. We love J O E" Rayo 

~ 

R .. Taylor" 

The following named individuals in the Oak Lawnll 
lllinois 9 area were located through credit and police depart­
ment checks and through a review of appropriate telephone 
directories., The firs_t four individuals were interviewed 
on April 26 1 1968 9 and the fifth individual 9n April 29 9 1968 
by SA ROBERT F., SWIERCZ 0 , 
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1) ROBERT C.. TAYLOR 
8725 Stevens Drive 
Oak Lawn, Illinois 

2) ROBERT Ro TAYLOR 
6540 82nd Place 
Oak Lawn, 11}.inois 

3) RONALD P .. TAYLOR 
7721 Laramie 
Oak Lawn, Illinois 

4) RUSSELL C.. TAYWR 
6810 Saratoga Drive 
Oak Lawn, Illinois 

5) ROY Go TAYLOR 
5332 State Road 
Oak Lawn, Illinois 

All advised they had not written or mailed the 
postcard quoted above, nor could they think of anyone who 
might have done so .. · 
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RE: TROY EARLS 

Following investigation conducted by SA JEROME 
F. NOLAN on April 26, 1968, at Rockford, Illinois. 

CATHY SHARP, Clerk, Rockford Police Department, 
advised records reflected TROY HERMAN EARLS was charged 
with speeding September 20, 1962, age age 22, white, male., 
with residence 1063 West State, Rockford - nothing further 
reflectedo 

Mrs. VIOLET NORD, Rockford Credit Bureau, advised 
records reflected TROY EARLS, 4240 11th Streett Rockford, 
was placed in file July, 1959, at age 19. Employed Elco 
Tool Company since November of 1958 whichwas verified 
March, 19630 Wife, MARY, employed Barber-Colman Company; 
and as of March, 1963, had two children. Credit excellent • 

. The foregoing investigation was based on informa-. 
tion furnished by ~he .Omaha _Division ,who advised tha.t on 
April 23, 1968, GREG .J., KIBBLE, Chief of Police, Valley, 
Nebraska, advised he works part time at the Two Rivers'State 
Recreation Area, south of Venice, Nebraska, and that on 
_April 22, 1968, the Superintendent, RICHARD WOLKOW, had 
advised as follow~: · · 

. . . . . .· . . . 

On April 17, 1968, TROY EARLS~ 4240 11th S_treet, 
Rockford, Illinois, was registered as· an overnight camper; 
he was driving a camper, matte not recorded or re.called, 
Illinois license B 282390. 

After viewing TV and newspaper photographs of 
him, WOLKOW concluded there was some resemblanc·e between 
EARLS and JAMES EARL RAY, aka, Fugitive, and recalled that 
EARLS had inquired of him regarding gun laws in the State of. 
Nebraska~ · 
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RE! JOHN H0 CARNAHAN (LOOK-ALIKE) 

On April 28, 1968, the Milwaukee Division advised 
that TED WROBLEWSKis Assistant Park Manager, Interstate 
State Park, Sto Croix, Wisconsin, telephonically advised 
that he had read an article which set forth that the 
operator of the Modern Frontier Motel between-Mandam and 
Bismarck, North Dakota, reported a man resembling RAY· 
accompanied by a blonde female and driving a pickup truck 
.registered that motel on Aprii 25 1 1968 0 

in view of this, WROBLEWSKI advised that on 
April 23, 1968 1 a white male who gave the name J 0 CARNAHAN, 
Skokie, Illinois, accompanied by a blonde female,. driving 
a Ford pickup with camper, Illinois license B 291617; registered 
at his parko . 

On the same date, the Springfield Division advised 
that records, Motor.Vehicle Bureau, reveal above license 
number registered to JAMES MC GOVERNi 10023 West Devon, 
Rosemont, Illinois, for .a 1966 Chevrolet p~nel trucko 

On the same date 1 Mro JAMES J 0 MC GOVERN~ above, 
advised SA ROBERT L0 BAKER that he is the owner of a 1966 

: Chevrolet panel truck bearing 1968 Illinois license B 291617 o 

This vehicle was observed and both license plates were 
attachedo Mro MC GOVERN could furnish no further informa­
tion in this matter and was not identical with the subjecto 

jQHN H., CARNAHAN,9138 Kilpatrick, Skokie,. Illinois, 
was located and interviewed·by.SA BAKER 0 He advised that he 
and his wife were camping in Wisconsin this weekend and were. 
driving a Ford pickup·bearing 1968 Illinois licenseB 271617 
and ·were hauling a rented camper. CARNAHAN. E the owner of 
Skokie Auto Air Company and is not identical to subject RAY o 
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Re: JAMES E. BODKER 
14341 South Avalon 
Dolton, Illinois 

On May 1, 1968; the Atlanta Office advised that 
CHARLES Vo TYSON, Manager, Hertz Rental, Albany, . Georgia, 
stated that at .12: 15 PM, Apr it 19, 1968 j a white male 
identifying himself as JAMES E 0 BODKER, rented a 1967 
Ford Galaxie, 4-door, hard top, white over biue, Vehicle 
Identification Number 7A56C207625, bearing 1968 Georgia 
license 8J5039. This car was to be used in the vicinity 
of Albany and returned to Albany, Georgia, on April 22, 1968. 
BQDKER gave home address as a.hove: and ciaimed to be manager 
of Suburban Motors, address not given. He 0 furnished Illinois 
drivers license number. Vehicle not retur.ned as of M~y 1, 1968. · 
Description of BODKER fits general description of JAMES EARL . 
RAY o One Her·tz employee states BODKER bears close resemblance· 
to. 1968 photograph and:believes BODKER·could be .. identical to 
subject. . . 

The following investigation-was conducted by SA. 
THOMAS W. PARRISH.on May 1, 1968: 

The records of the.Dolton, - Illinois Police nepartment 
were reviewed and contained no informati~n ··identifiable with 
BODKER. 

LARRY MILLAR, 14341 Avalon·, .Dolton, Illinois, advised 
that lle is the brother-in-law of BODKER who uses·. the above 
address as a mailing address ·but does not ·re'side at tli.e location. 
He could- furnish no 'information regarding )30DKEii's present·• . 
where.a.bouts. DONNA MILLAR appeared at the above residence and 
furnished the same .information as her husband. She fu·rther · . 
advised that on-the day KING.was shot, BODKER and the rest of 
the family were attending a birthday party for their ·mother,. 
Mrs., ZELDA BALDUC, 12357 Ashland, Calumet Park, Illinois.. .­
Both stated they would have BOOKER contact the FBI if they 
located him. Both were also advised that the auto rented 
by BODKER was overdue and that he should immediately advise Hertz.-
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Mrs. BALDUC was connacted and verified information 
given by the MILLARso She exhibited a photo of BODKER. 
Comparison of this photb with that of the subject did hot 
appear to indicate any similarity. 

On May 2, 1968, BODKER was contacted at the North 
Side Inn, 125th and Western, Blue Island, Illinois. He 
bears very little physical resemblance to subject RAY. 
BODKER exhibited numerous identification to establish his 
background. Handva:i.ting samples were obtained and appear 
identical to other signatures going back ten years. He. 
advised that on the evening of the KING murder he was at his 
mother's home with numerous other guests. 

BODKER is presently on parole and has served 5 
years, 10 months of a 14-year sentence for voluntary mansiaughter; 
he has also served time for burglary and auto theft. His parole 
records are maintained with the Illinois State Probation Office. 
He advised that he returned the Hertz car to their Chicago 
Office. · 
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Re Look Alike, O'Hare Airport, Chicago, Delta Airlines, 4/9/68. 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
DANIEL R. lIDNTINGTON on May 1, 1968: 

LOU MYERS, F·ield Ticket Off ice Manager, Del ta 
Airlines, otHare International Airport, advised that from 
his records the two ticket agents working the express baggage 
check in counter where seat selection formerly was located 
were JOHN WINNICK and PAUL VANA~ MYERS said that Delta 
handles from four to five thousand passengers a 0 day from 
O'Hare and advised that the seat selection is now handled, 
and was at that time handled, at each gate. However., if H • 

. ALVIN SHARPE is a frequent .Del ta Traveler, he would have 
recalled that this is where seat selection had been for a 
number of years. 

WINNICK interviewed at _length, however, he recallecf-> 
Se has seen many 

cannot recall any 
nothing of incident described. 
photographs of subject, and states he 
person resembling subject. 

PAUL VANA recentiy.married, on honeymoon at the 
Island or Aruba, off· the coast of South America, and unavail­
able until May· 8, ·. 1968. 

The-foregoing investigation was based on informa­
tion furnished· by the New Orleans Division on April 29, 
1968j indicating thatH., ALVIN SHARP,. Educoin Company, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, advised that about 2:00 p·0 m., he· went 
to the Delta Airlines Ticket Office; O'Hare Airport, and'.' 
while there, observed a man_ talking with one of the·seat 
reservation. agents.,· SHARP thought he knew this man and 
and then his-attention was further drawn .to him by the fact 
that the passenger said_ he wanted to go to New Orleans but 
did not.want the_fl,ight via Atlanta •. SHAR~ spoke to this 
man, thinking he·washis friend, apologized and theh noted· 
that this person remained at ·the counter and seemed to have 
a "hasslei' with one of the two men at the counter., This · 
conversation_apparently continued for thirty minutes., 
SHARP did not see this person again, .states he believes this 
man was the subject after observing a new picture of RAY~ 
SHARP stated· the 1968 photo· of RAY does not resembl_e man -
at airport.. · 
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SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Immediately upon identification of the murderer of 
KING as JAMES EARL RAYt contact was established with the 
various airlines at O'Hare International Airport, with 
United States Customs and with airlines having international 
operationsQ On April 25 1 1968~ all airlines at OiHare 
Airport as well as the O'Hare Detachment of the Chicago Police 
Department, Immigration and Naturalization Service, and United 
States Public Health were contacted by SA JOHN Wa MORAN and 
SA DANIEL R., HUNTINGTON at which time supervisory personnel 
were furnished with Identification Orders and.wanted flyers 
of the subject which they agreed to place in a promihent spot 
and discuss instant matter with their employees., They also 
advised that they would insure that the FBI was immediately 
contacted in the event any employee observed a person that 
resembled the subject., 

On April 24, 1968, Mr. CHARLES G11 WARD, District 
Supervisor, Federal Narcotics Bureau, United States Department 
of Justice, Room 1836, Federal Building, was contacted by 
SA CLARK A.,-HULL at which time he was furnished 25 copies of 
the wanted flyer for JAMES EARL RAY 0 Mr .. WARD advised that 
all sources of the Narcotics Bureau would be contacted con­
cerning the subject and should any positive information be 
received about him or his whereabouts, he would immediately 
notify the FBI.. . ! 

! 

All ITSMV cases in the Chicago Divi•sion have been 
reviewed from March 23, 1968 1 to date where tne car was 
stolen in or near Atlanta, Georgia. To date there has 
been no indication from this review that the subject was 
responsible for an~ theft that area based on Chicago informa­
tion .. 

Lieutenant EMIL GIESE, Commanding Officer, Identifica­
tion Division. Chicago Police Department, was contacted by 
SA RAMON W. STRATTON ·on April 22, 1968, with the request that 
the latent fingerprints presently outstanding in the Chicago 
Police Department unsolved criminal cases be checked against 
the known prints of JAMES EARL RAY. On April 26, 1968, Lieu­
tenant GIESE advise-cl that he is continuing the program con­
sistent with the available personnel., He said that he had 
several thousand latents in file and to this t~me, he has 
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eliminated an estimated 200 to 3000 He advised that he is 
aware of the importance of this matter and is person~lly 
spending a considerable amount of time When possible 
eliminating these latents assisted by three latent examiners 
when available., On May 3, 1968, Lieutenant GIESE advised 
that he has elimihated about another 300 prints without 
developing any that could be identical with the subject., 

On April 30, 1968, the Chicago Division instituted 
personal co~tacts with •11 rif the country clubs within the 
territoryo The contacting Agents reviewed the employment 
records of the various country clubs for any possibility 
that the subject could have been employed at the club at 
any time ahd if he had been employed sirice April 23, 1967 .. 
These contacts met with negative results; however, a copy 
of the Identification Order fo~ the subject was left with 
appropriate personnel who advised that they would check all 
individuals who applied for employment in the future and 
would immediately notify the Chicago Division if there 
appeared to be any individual answering the physical descrip­
tion and photograph of the subjecto 

The records of the American Bartending School, 
334 Sou th w·1:1.bash, were reviewed by SA. RICHARD G., STILLlNG 
and contact has been maintained with Mro GERALD R~ SANTORO, 
Director, on a continuing ba_sis in the event.that the subject 
might contact the schoolo · 

. The records of the American Bartending School were 
reviewed in an effort to find the attendance of JOHN RAY, 
subject gs .brother; h6wever, i sear6h of these recorda goin~ 
back to 1962 did not develop any information that JOHN RAY 
had attendedo - . 
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UNKNOWN SWJECT, 
·also known as 
. Eric Starvo Galt,. 
Harvey Lowmeyer; 
John Willard; 

~ · DB. MAB.TIN LUTHER KING, -~ .•. - VICTIM . 

Character: CIVIL.RIGHTS 

At about:.6 :OO PM on 4/4/68,_ wb:l1e staimcU.ng on ~e~cnd · 
floor balcony: outside room 306 of the Lorraine Motel~ 406 . 
Mulberry;Street~ Memphis, Tennessee,.victim was.struct in 
right side of face by a single bullet.; Autopsy report indi-
. cated that · "the severing of· .the spinal cord. at this level · l:, 
and to this •xt~nt was· a wound that was fatal v~ry shortly 
after lts occurrence." This' investigation, predicated 
upon a specific request from the Att<;>~ney General of the 
u.a., ·disclosed fatal shot was fired. fr-•. the bathroom. 'of 
a rooming house located .at: 422½ .s • Main Street, Memphis 9 

-:which·. bathroom was located at the ,rear of the rooming . 
ho1Jse, .. and which. had a window overlooking the Lorraine Motel o · 

(Crime s~ene diagram included in details.) On afternoon of :,-
4/4/68, . Unknown Subject rented_ room 5-B at ~22½ S. Main , · : . 
Street and paid one weeks rent. After hearing ri:t'l~ shot '\ · 
at. about 6:00 PM.on 4/4/68, other tenants in rooming ~ouee 

.oos,rved Unknown Subject flee f~om rooming house carrying a. 
lar,ge package -Which .was ;subsequently abandoned by him on 
sidewalk.in. front of Ca,.nipe,,Amusem.ent Company, 424 s. Main 
Street, fro!I} which place he was observed to flee in a white 
Mustang. Found abandoned in front of 424 s. Main Street . 

· was 30-06 Rfmingtcn model 760. rifle, serial number 461476 9 

a small p;last_ic suitcase CQntaining n\m.er~~s articles,: :_. 
undershorts , . _ a tee shirt , binoculars, ·· and a 'brown. and gr~en 
bedspread in·which all of these items were partially wrapped. 
Investigation at motels in the vicinity of Memphis, Temu,,staf), . ·­
to locate an individual driving a white Mustang, disclosed:· 

l'Als·docu~ contal111-Hlfht recoJJ11Hndatlons nor conclusions ol;~1'v:ltlncl: If li·tlte propeny ofilte 'Fill,· onfl Is a lo.an to you~ apnq,; · 
ltIOnJ/ot •Iii cont•nts ore.not ·to ·6e dfst,16ut.eFoutslcle y9u, crgeriey. 1-'/''621f-l GPO 

• ~_,: 1'~' ·,. 
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that BRIC s. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
Alabama, had spent the night of 4/3/68, at the- Rebj:,l .Motel,_. 
3466 Lim.mar Avenue, Memphis_, Tennessee, &nd was driving · 
si. Mustang with Alab:auna license 1-38993. Investigation 
dtsclosed binoculars abandoned by Unknown Subject were 
purchased afternoon of 4/4/68, from. RALPH M. CARPBNTBR, 
salesman, York Arms ·company, Memphis. Gilletteshaving 
kit abandoned by Unknown Subject <dletermined to have been 
purchased Oliver: Rexall Drug Store, Whitehaven, Tennessee. 
Autopsy findings set out. IN VIEW OF THI CRIME FOR WHICH UNSUB 
BEING SOUGHT~ RB SHOULD B!" -cfJN'S!DIRID A~D' AND DANGIRous. ' ' 
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DETAILS: 

. This invest igat io1m Wl!!S predicated upon receipt -~­
of a specific request from the Attorney General of the 
United States on the night of April 4 ~ 1968, that the Fede.ral 
Bureau of Investigmtion conduct an investigation into the · 
murder o~· Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., at Memphis, Tennessee, 
on that date. 
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I-NVESTlqATltON AT CRIME SCENE AND VICINITY 

Set forth on the four pages which follow is 
illu$trative materi~l which relates to the general area 
of t~e cr.lme scene ~nd particularly to the rooming 
house at 422½ South M~irn Street (where the Unknown 
Subject occupied Ro@~ 5-B and from which rooming house 
the shot was fired) and Canipe Amusement Company, 424 
South ~ain Street (in fr@nt of which numerous items 
were found ·-and which were reported):y dropped or thrown 
down by the Unknown Subject as he ran south on the east 
side of Main Street)o The illustrative material is as 
follows: 

1} A plan view diagram of the crime 
scene area 

2) A compo~ite photographic front view 
of the east side of 410-424 South Main Street 

.3). A floor plan. diagram of a rooming house 
located @n the second floor of two 
separate buildings over 418-424 South 
Main Street, the address of this rooming 

. house being 422½ South Main Stre~t . -

4) A map of part of the city of Memphis, 
Tennes~e~, showing the relationship to 
the ·crime scene of York Arms Company, 
where Unkn@wn Subject purchased binoculars 
which were later recovered; Oliver Rexall 
,·nrug Stora, where the Unknown Subject had 
- purchased a shaving kit which was later 
recovered; and the Rebel Motel, where the 

-- Unknown Subject was registered on the night . 
. -of April 3~ 1968, under the name· ERIC S •. 
- GALT. 
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• 
FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date April 8 9 1968 --==-='-------'-'----";..._---

Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming 
house located at 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis, 
Tennessee,.Police Department, at which time ·she furnished 
the following information: 

Between 3:00 PgM~ and 3:30 P$M. on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the 
rooming house and asked Mrs. BREWER if she had a room* She 
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see 
it. .Mrs~ BREWER showed him Room No~ 8 9 which is located in 
the southwest part.of the building, and the individual put his 
head into the .doorway and after looking 9 stated that this. 
would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and 
refrigerator but only wanted a sleeping room~ Mrs~ BREWER 
then showed this individual Room 5-B, ·and he put his head in 
the doorway of this room and said it would be fine9 At this 
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
·located., and she pointed to the bathroom located in the 
:no.rt-beast portion of the hallway which is located in the same 
hallway as Room 5-B~ She and this individual then returned 
to her office~ The individual stated that his name was JOHN 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week. 

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would 
be for one week, and MrsQ BREWER replied $8.50. WILLARD then 
put his hand into his right trouser pocket and withdrew a 
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed the money to 
her. She gave him change in denomination~ of one ten dollar 
bill and two one dollar bills~ When WILLARD·arrived at the 
rooming house 1 Mrs. BREWER did not not·ice any luggage in his 
possession, nor during the brief conversation with WILLARD 
did he volunteer any inform$tion concerning his home residence, 
line of business, or mode of transportation. WILLARD was not 
required to'sign any type of register 1 and the only written 
record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the 
$8950, which was m~de out in the handwriting of Mrs~ BREWER. 

Mrs~ BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD returned 

9 

On __ 4/_5_/6_8 __ at __ M....:e __ m_:p:!:...· __ h_i--s.£..,_T--e_n..::.cn.:.::e-'-'s-'-'s---'e--'e'---__ File # ---=M~e:!e!,m!!!.p=h-=i~s~4.....,4'--..,,,1=9~8'-"7---.-

by __ S_A_RO_B_ER_T_F_$ _BO_Y_L_E_:_j_a._p ________ Date dictated __ 4--=/'--8--=/_6_8 ___ -.,-

This document contains neither recommendatio~s n.or conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be d1str1buted outside your agency. 
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~o Room 5-B o~ if he left the building at any time after 
renting Room 5-B. Mrs, BREWER did not again observe WILLARD 
after 'he rented the room. 

Mrs. BREWER's husband returned home from work at 
5;25.l>,.M. on April,4, 1968, and at that time Mro and Mr~. 
BREWER' commenced their dinner. After dinner Mr'. BREWER 
then turned on the television set and was watching the 
"'Rawhide" television program, and Mrs. BREWER_did the 
dinner dishes. Shortly after completing the dinner dishes, 
Mrs. BREWER also sat down to watch the f'RawhideU television 
program. Within a matter of a couple of minu,tes,· Mrs~ BREWER 
heard· w~at she thought to be a gun shot coming from the back 
of _her rooming house. Mrs. BREWER believed that this must 
have been around 6:00 P 0 M. on April 4, 1968. She advised· 
her husband that she thought i't was a gun shot. Her husband 
took time to put on his slippers and both of them then 
proceeded to the southeast exit -~f the building. Upon 
arriving. at· this point,Mr. BREWER attempted to go out the 
back door; however, a law enfor@ement officer was in the bac~ 
of the building and instructed both Mr. and Mrs. BREWER to 
close the door and return t·o their apartment. Mrs. BREWER 
did not hear any noise such as someone running through her­
building after hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she 
could recall hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming 
near the back of her building toward the Lorraine Motel. 

Mrs. BREWER examined cash that she had on hand 
and determined that- she bad three $20.00 bills in' her 
possession. She was unable to specifically pinpoint which 
$20.00 bi11·was furnished to her by WILLARD 1or payment of 
his.room rent. Mrs. BREWER made available the following 
described' twenty doilar Fe~eral Reserve Notes: 

(1) Series 1963-A 9 serial No. Fl4002844A 

(2) Serie~ 1963-A.I' Serial No. Hl6164663A 

(3) Series 1963, Serial No. F06445143A 

Mrs. BREWER furnished the following description 
of WILLARD: 

Race: White. : 
Sex: Male -
Age: Approximately 35 years 
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Height: 
Weight: 
Bw.ild: 
AppeaTance: 

• 
fP 11°Q to 6 9 

18@ polll.lnds 
Medi1lfflJ. (c~Tried weight well) 
Real neat lookings clean 
shaven& 

Mrs~ BREWER ~tate~ that WILLARD appeaTed to have a. 
smile or a sneer on his fa©e d~ring their entire conversation; 
did not appear as though he was the outdoor~ type; was 
wearing a dark ~port jacket o~ ~hort jacket 9 as he did not 

¾"•. have to ,pull the jacket back when he :it"®:ached his right hand 
into his pocket for hi~ money; did n~t notice any rings or 
watches; paid no attention,to hi~ shoe~~ pantm 9 shirtj 
or whether he had on a ties but wa~ quite positive that he· 
did not have a hat; did not give the appearance of needing 
a haircut 9 nor wa(Sl he wearing a muSltache o:r any long sideburns; 
paid no particula~ attention to his teeth while he was talking 
and ~id not particularly notice about any part of his face, 
including nose 9 mouth 9 ear~ 9 chin 9 or eyebrows. 

Mrs. BREWER claim$ that ~he did not particularly 
look at thi$ individual a~ $he did not like the smile or 
sneer that he had on his facag 

Mrs. BREWER did r®c~ll that when ~he pointed out 
,the bathroom faeilitie~ to WILLARD 9 ~be told him that everyone 
in the a~ea of hi~ room was u~ually quiet but that the guy next 
to him usually drink~ a little bit. Mr~o BREWER claimed that 
WILLARD then sitate-d. 9 HJ take a beel" once in awhile myself." 
Mrs. BREWER claimed that she tol~ him that wa$ all right as 
long as he stayed in hi$ room and kept quiet. 

Mx:'$. BREWER wa~ ~nable to state whether any of the 
other roomers at her rooming hou~e had an oppo~tunity to 
either obsie:irve or have any c@fillta~t with WILLARD~ nor was she 
able to furnimh any additi@~al info:t'lmatio~ conce~ning __ 
WILLA.RD'~ activitie~ during the brief p@riod that he resided 
at her rooming ho~~@. She claim$ that she does not believe 
that she would re~ogn.il?Z<e 'thi~ individual again ·t:rom a · ' 
photograph or if she had an oppo~tunity to $e® him in personj 
but qualified thi~ by ~tating that whe probably would be 
able to ~ecognize him from the ~mile @r ~neer that he had on 
his face if she were able t© @b~erve that in the future. 

11 
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She clai~ed that WILLARD did not volunteer any 
information concerning hi~ per~onal ba©kground or volunteer 
any information concer~ing hi~ reas©n for being in Memphis. 
She claimed that WILLARDfs ~p<eech was nj~st like the rest 
of us around here 1 vv ai.!!'Ad tlhlat hi$ vo@abulary and accent were 
not,out of place in her ro@ming ho~se~ Mrs. BREWER recalled 
that when WILLARD first looke~ in Rocm 8p he remarked that 
he only wanted a sleeping ro~m a~ he would not be in the 
room in the daytime 9 just at nighto 

12 
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F'D-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4_:_/_1_3_:_/_6_8 ___ -,--

Mrs. FRANK (BESSIE) BIWDR 9 Room 2, 422½ Sou.th Ma.in 
Street, •emphis, Ten~essee, who XM.Dages the rooming house at 
this address and who has bee~ interviewed previously by Agents 
of the FBI, telephonically contacted the FBI Office on April 10, 
1968, at which time she ~equested to be cont~cted by an FBI Agent~ 

Mrs. BREWER was contacted by SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON 
and Lieutenant w. s. SCHULfi, Homicide BW?eau, Memphis Police : 
Department, at whicb time she advised that she was beginning to_ 
receive mail from individuals unknowmi to her. She displayed an • ... 

0
~,., 

envelope postmarked April 7 9 1968, at Niagara Falls, New York, ·x.•, .. ·--.. 
bearing the return addr~ss, Mrs. ZUCC0 9 518 Ferry Aven~e, 
Niagara Falls, New York 9 in which wa~ located a one-p~ge hand­
written letter, which letter referred to newspaper publicity 
identifying Mrs. BREWER as operai.tirng a 9·'flop hous~," the writer 
of the letter referring to the fact that Mrs. BREWER should· 
"buy some paint" and ending by stating, ''I' 11 bet you even have 
cockroaches! '' 

A second envelope was postm&rked April -7, 1968, at 
·Des Moines, Iowa, which contained a printed religious tract 
and-neither the envelope nor the tract identified the sender. 

. ··.t,' 

--;Ql(t; the occasion ro/t,ytll)l:l,$1 :~ontact with .. P,frs-o;_,BiEWER, 
she fur~i~(hed"·the following iimformatioim: · 

Sh~11~rtated slhle w,~nt®<l! to point out that she 
has previously forgotten to advi~e officers of the 
Police Department and FBI Agent~ t~at at the time she 
rented Room 5-B to a ~tranger 1U1Sing the nhe of JOHN 
WILLARD on April 4, 1968, there was a small, cheap 
chest of drawers, blond in color 9 in front of the east 
~indow on the south wall of Room 5=B, whereas after the 
shooting of Dr. KING ind when she ~ext saw RoQm 5-B, , 
that chest ot drawers.was sitting against the west wall 
of that roem-and t.here was a elhlaix- sitting in.front of 

13 
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•t/ that window. Sh8' [lltated she was p@illll.tillilg this out since 
this would indic~te th~t the occ~pant of the rwom 
definitely handled thi~ chest of drawers. 

Mrs o ·BREWER stated that sil!hce interviewed 
previously, she had been trying to think of anything 
else which might assist in idel!iltifyillilg the guest wh~ 
used the name wf JOHN WILLARD. She stated·as she h~s 
discussed the matter with her hu~barnd al!ild thought m~re 
about it, the one thing which impre~sed her most about 
the appearance oi this individual was the fact that when 
she first cracked wpen the d@~r to her room after this 
man knocked, she observed that he was st~nding at the 
door with an unus~al smile on his face. She went on to 
state that she would describe th® snnile as a nsneern or 
a ",smirk." She stated tbia.t she cannMJ>t be more specific 
other than to state that she w2s impressed by this 
expression on this mmn 9 s facep as th©ugh be :were trying 
to smile for no reason. She stated that she dia·not 
interpret the smile as ~n effort to be flirtatious. 

She also stated that h~r i~iti~l impression 
@f this man was that be did net t0fit inn with other 
te~ants in this rooming h@use. She pointed out that this 
ro@ming house is lo~ated i~ a p@@rer se©tion of town 
where mwst of the tenants a1re o'.!L©l&lf!PJ®«»ple or others 
with limited income, a ~umber of wh@m are alcoh~lics, 
and this man was clean and ne$tly ruressed, giving the 
impression that he could obt~in l@dging in nicer 

: surroundings_ · 

Mrs. B~EWER at this t~me attempted to ~ecall 
the words used by this person. ·As she r®calls, when she 
went to the doer a~d cra~ked open the d~or, leaving the 
chain fastened, the man's first w@rds were, 9~Do you have 
a room for rent?u She ·answered in the affil"mative and 
·asked him whether he wanted a :ir@@m by the week or · by the 
month. He replied, as nearly as ~he can recall, by 
stating simply, 01:By the week~ H At this point she 
unfastened the chain which ~e~wred the pa~tially opened 
d~or and walked directly to R@@m 8 lwc@ted in the s@uth 
wing of this rw@ming h~useo She stmted that the man 
followed her to the ~@@m and lw@ked imside the room but 
never actually entered the ro@m 1 at which time his word~, 

T ,. 1 I) fld\~L.O!i,' j 

yfllW '-\!!:Ii p,·•y: 
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~~ n®arly as she ~~Im re©ta).11 9 were 9 ~~'1'®11, X d«:m • t need the 
st@ve ~nd refriger~t@r ~i~ce X w@fil't be d@iimg ~ny co@king. 
Jr w~s thiXhking m@:r@ @f ~ ~l@epimig ll:'@@!lffll., ~9 

At this p@int ~$0 BREDR @~~l~ined that the 
@nly V$l©~nt usl<eiieping r@@m'' {@r :it>@@m with llil@ st©ve and 
refriger~tor) whic~ sh® h~d i~ @ither wiimg of the 
r~@ming b@u$e was R@@m 5=B iliil the n@~tb wi~g. She 
theref@re immediat~ly w~lked frwoo R@@~ 8 i~ the south 
wing aer@ss the eim©l@~ed w~lb~y which c@llilllil~~ts the 
s~uth wing to the n@rtb wing @f the r@@~ing ho11.llSe, 
and thereafter to R@@m 5=Bo Ag~in ~be w~lked in front 
@f the mana Ass@@~~~ ~he @pellil@d the do@r t@ R@om 5-B, 
the mn immedi~tely st~ted that he w@uld take th~t r~om. 
She then walked to beK r@@m i~ t~e ~@~th wing ~f the 
buildingp foll@wed by the ~nk~@wn ~~~, wh@ paid her 
$8.5~as outlined previ@u~ly by her 9 f@r the re~t @f 
R@@m 5-B for ~ne week i@ adv~~~e. 

Mrs. BREWER ~t~t~d th~t ~@~t @f the ro~ms in 
this ro@ming house c~n b@ ~ecured ~~ly with the use of a 
p~dlock, and after sh@wil!llg this individu~l R~om 5=B, she 
removed the padl~ck fr@m the d~@r a~d t~@k the padlock 
with h~r to her room. She stated it 1$ nece~sary that 
t®nants put up !!l dep@sit :if they secure th~. padl~ck, but 
this tenant did n@t i~quire ~st~ h@w he ~@uld lock the 
door and did not requ~t the p~dl@©k and~ key. She also 
added that she did ~@t explain to him the method of 
locking the door @r tb~t it was nece~sary that he put up 
a deposit in order t@ @bt~in the p~dl@ck. 

She stated ~t this p~i~t that she had been 
~o~ewhat unnerved when ~h~ first l@@ked at this ma~, at 
w~ich time he had the ufil@~~~l $~ile ~n hi~ face, or 
appeared t@ be '¥sneex-:iimgvi 11P.t .her, and tlbleB:'ea.fter she made 
a point of having a~ little to do wit~ him as possible, 
always walking i@ fr@mit @f him and av~iding all 
unnecessary c@nversati@llll @r <d®ali@gf§I with b.im. 

Mrs. BREWER \W~S a~k®d wb@tbe.lr she n@W feels 
that she could ide~tify this mallll if ~b~ ~ees him again. 
She ~tated that sh® th@ught $h~ might be able t@ identify 
this m~:n if 1.Sh~ WJ(e)~Wl hm ~g&i1iim. She ~tated time man used 
n@ slang or un~~~l @~~~®~~i@m ~~@ ~~@ ~@uld m~t ~sscciate 
his ~ccent with ~ny p~rti~ul~~ ~~®~p ~dding he had no 
particul~r ac@®nt. 
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She als@ stat@d that~~@;~ positive she has 
never see~ this ~n bef@re. Sh@ p@i~ted @ut that she has 
on.ly.been~handl:ing the rermtaJl. @f th.le r@@ms at th.is 
r@oming house since March 12v 1968, h©wever, and she 
w@uld have no way @f kn@~ing whether he stayed at this 
rooming house pri@r t@ that tim~o 

, ,. 

Sh'e stated ttaat at the tim$ she be~till,me tb.e 
landlady at thi·s ro@lJ'lling h@u!Sle, R@@m 5=B was @ccupie@ 
by an elderly man by the name of OODODORE STEWARTo 
This man was ill as @f March 12, 1968, a~d she believed 
that it was on March 12, 1968, that he w~s taken t® a 
Memp~is hospital. A @@~ple @f days later, probably ~n 
either, March 13 or 14, 1968, this llnllUll died. The room 
had not been rented fr@m that time until the time the 
stranger using the nam~ @f JOHN WILL/1UU> lt"eirirted this room. 

She1-understands that a number of different 
persons have acted in tbe capacity cf rental agent fer 
this rooming house in re~ent months, including Mr. , · 
WYATT MADDOX, who is n~w a cle!"k at the Tri=State Hotel 
located nearby, Mr. MADOOX never hav1ng lived in this 
rooming house, however~ ~nd apparently having acted as 
rental agent for only a sh@rt period of time. Another 
i~dividual wh~ handled the rent~l of r@@oos in this 
rooming house was H. R. THOMPSON 9 ~n @ld drunk, according 
to othe.r tenants, wh~ never lived in the r@oming bouseo 
One other rental agent ~t this r@@miimg h@use pri©r t© 
the time Mrs. BRUER asswrued these duties was w. v. 
SAMMONS, who she tul!1\derstand$ is llllOlW·'~t the Madison. Hotel 
in Memphis. She is ~rmre 'that Mr,. ~AMMONS was the rental 
agent in J~xu1ary 1968 9 based @n c@pi~s of receipts in. 
her receipt book. She recalled that~. SAMMONS stabbed 
his wife while he wa~ rental agent at this r@oming house 
and the matter received publicity. 

Mrs. BREWER ~dvised that m~st of the occupants 
of rooms in this r@®~i~g h@ue are m@~e or less permanent 
tenants, although she does occ~si@nally r~nt a vacant 
r@©m to transients f@r o~ly ~~e night. 

Mrs. BREWER ~dvised-that there are 10 separate 
$.pax-tments or ro~ms in th® ~©>Ulth will!g oi:f this rooming 
hwuse and six sep$r~t~ ~part~ent~ or r@@U in the n~rth 
wing. The six r@@!lll$3 in the n@rth wi~g $r@ referred t~ as 
,1-B, 2-B, etc. ~ whlter<ei~~ the r@@n :;n the ·$@Uth wing have 
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no letter cf the alphillb®t f@lJ.©W:!.~ th® :ir@@m ID!Uimber. 
She furnished the f@ll©~i@g ilmf@~uti@~ ~©~~~~ming the 
statWSl of these r©@m ~~ @f Ap~il 4, 19~8 9 wherm t~e man 
using the name J'O!ffii WXLLAIID ©mie©ked imrt@ R@@m s .... B: 

(Rooms are ~wmbered i@ ~ ©@u~ter-©l@cbi~~ @rder, 
starting with R@©~ N@o 1 i~ the ~@utmW@$t c@r~er @f 
this wing of the r@@ming h@uSe 0 ) 

R«i>om l - vacau1t 

Room 2 = O~cupie@ by Mir. a~d ~$0 BREDR ~nd 
referred t@ ~s tlm® "@ffi©@.n 

R~om 3 = (t)teeupi@<d by Mr" BERTIE L. REEVE~, &\rm 
elderly m~@ wh@ is r@t~r~d and w~@ $ppears 
t~ bcei l'El~~©ima.bly r~~p@Mible. She. stated 
th~t ~. REEVE~ ©U® @~t @f ~i~ r@@m about 
the $fill'&® tim~ !llS Mr. ~ll'll<d Mr~ o JSRDER after 
all he~rd wh~t they believed t@ b~ -~ shot 
~b@ut 6:ijij Pom. 9 April 4, .1~88o -

R@om 4 ... &:l<:n1pi®d by HOW.Alm VAlWC.E 9 $!.Rn @ld@r M$.KA, 

c~r@1mi~ $l@@h@li©, wh@ ~@rk~ ~~ ~ h$~dyman 
at Ji~'~ @l-r':111 l@c&i. ted @cei~rby 9 but wih@ as, 
~f April 4p 1968, -~~~ k~©W@ by Mr~o BREWER 
',t@ illatwe bree1m m?unk f@r tw@ d~yis. M!'s. 
BREWER $t~t®d $h~ kimcew tbat VANCE w~s in 
hi$ r@@~ ~~ @f 6:00 p.m. 9 April 4 9 1968, 
inat ~h® al$@ klll®W thSlt be h11ctd. b<e®l!il ©Im a 
tw@=d~y dx>u~k ~~d th~t he'di@ 1m@t C@~e 
@ut @f bis .r@@mo 

R@@m 5 = 6~cupi®d by To L6 ME~~D 9 ~ ~a~ 15 to 80 
ye~r~ @f ~g® 9 who ha~ b@~1!ll ill r~cently, 
wh@~® h®~:ir>illllg -. i~ v~ry defecctive, am who 
was in bi~ r@@~ ~~ @f the ti~e @ft~~ 
sb@@til!llg. ~~ o BREffiffl ~dd@d 9 however, 
t~at duet@~. O~~ne$ age a1md'bi~ 
p~y$i©~l ~lUld ~®l!llt~l ©@~diti@~ 9 Mr. O~SER 
still d@~$ ~@t w~d®~~t~nd wmtt ~ctu~lly 
c~curred ~~d ~@llllti~u®~ t© ~~k ~b~t ~11 the 
e~@ite1m1®1l1\t -w~~ ~b@~t wbellll p@lice @ffi~ers 
a~d FBI A~~ll1\t~ q@®~ti@~~d OO©~~~~ts @f the 
buildiil:ilg,, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
6 

Room 6 - Vac~@t. M~n by t~e ~~me @f SAfflJRL WILBON, 
wh@ sh@ u@d@r$t~n~ h~d be@@ a te~ant for 
sevel"al m@~thsp v~c~ted thi$ r®@m @n 
Apr:U, 3 9 ll~68 ~ 

Room 7 - Ocellpie«i by FUR Mo ~Rx.iEY 9 ~im elderly 
•n wb@ i~ ~ Cfil'®tti© ~lc@holiC9 Wh© wa~ 
al8@ drunk~~~ i~ his r@@m m~ of the time 
@f the ~h@@ting. She $tat®d that MARLEY 
did not~@~@ @~t @f ~i~ r@@m around the 
time @f th@ ~h@oting. 

Room 8 - Va~~~t. {This i$ the r@o~ whi©h Mrs. 
BREWER. first ~hcw@d'.t~ the ma~ ooi~g the· 
name JOHN WII.oLARDo} 

Room 9 - Oc©~pi@d by RAROW CARTER 9 ® 11U,n 55 to 60 
yea!"$1 @f &ll.ge fl uim<empl©J®d, Wll'h@ rec.a i vers ,.,,. 
welf~re ch~ck~· ~@d who~~~~ physical 
$fflicti@n. (~~@ ~t~ted ©@e of hi~ hands 
is dle:f@wmed @l" H«irairw@ lllPo~~, She stated 
this m~@ ~1$@ dl"irma c@~$iderably. She 
does n@t believe b® wa~ b@me at the time 
of the ~h@@tirmg. 

Room 10 = O©cupi@d by LEO~ARD EATON 9 ~ge 60 t@ 65 9 
who ~he u~d®~~t~rmas t~ ba ~ l@~g=time 
resident ~t this r@@mi~g h@{!.l)Se,, who reportedly 
f~rme~ly work~d @n a rive~ b~~t. She ~tated 
it is hel" impre~$i@@ that he w~s in his 
.roo101 a.sleep at the tme @f the sh@@tilt!g 
arnd.that he t@@ h~d bee~ drirmki~g. 

{Rooms on north wing ~~e Tm1Wlil'lbered l=B thr@@gh 6=B9 

reading from west t@ ei@~t. Thoo@ d@@r~ hl!il.virmg !!1!.tm.bers 
h~ve numerals @nly @n t@e~~ but $ll @f the te~~Tot$ 
understand that ~he d@$lligimllti@ll1l @f 99B'I: .ll."@fel"~. t@ th,s ..... • · · 
ro@ms in the rn@rth wirug.) 

Room l=B = (l@cat@d 1l!'l@®t @f al llli@ritb=$©Uth hrallwtay 
whi©h _ c@@lm®(crt$ t© ~fill · e@cloo~d walkway 
c@lffill'j\e<rrting the tw@ willilgflSl @f .- tb® r@omirng 
1l@lU!$l~) @©©lllipieid by Mrs~ JESS XE L., LEDBETTER, 
a·widOlW wt@ $be und®~$tall1!.d~ h~s re~ided at 
this: a«lldw~~i&l/j f@E' ~@llEll® 8 t@ 10 y@a:ris; o Mrs. 
LEDBE'!Tlm i1§1 $1)" ©i@@if oolllit® " .• 
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Room 4-B - Occupied by'WIUJts BCID!JTZ!) employed'at 
puva 11 Triuisf~r Company. Mrs • BREWER 
later leiarmied ·· thlElt . Mr • ANCmTZ 
i"@p>@rt<edly saw ·"the marm running down the 
hall f@llowin.g the sh@oting and had some 
conver~~ti@n with him. 

Room 5-B "" R@('J)m occupied by ~the mian usin.g name-·-, _ -
UOHN WILLAIID::iand ·'which r@om had not '" 
been rented since former tenant, 
COMMODORE STEWART 9 died about March 13 
or 14, 1968. 

Room 6-B - Occupied by Mr. and Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS. 
Mr. STEPHENS is an U~®mployed tuberculO$iS 
pati~nt and his wife is presently confined 
to her bed. 
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