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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _..;:.4/"--'-'7 /._6=8,._' ----,--,-

.WILLIAM.CHARLES ANSCHb"TZ, 422½ South Mainq Apartment 
4Bq Memphisq advise~ that he is employed by the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Company 0 . 1054 Firestone Avenue 0 Memphiso 

He returned home from work about 2~30 Pom. 0 

April 4, 19680 Mis$ JESSE LEDBETTERu a neighbor in Apartment 
lB, ,came to his room to watch television.. They watched telev;i.sion 
throughout the afternoonQ 

On two occasions during the afternoon., ANSCHUTZ_ trr~d 
to get into the bathroom at the end of the ha-11 to pour out 
some water be had used to wash disheso Each time someone 
was in the bathroomo The second time ANSCHUTZ went to the 
bathroom., another neighbor q CHARLIE STEVENS of Apax:tment 6B, · 
told ANSCHUTZ that a new tenant who rented Apartment SB 
was in the bathroomo ANSCHUTZ did not know the exact 
time of his attempts to get into the bathroomo but he indicated 
these attempts were only a few minutes apart& He does not know 
how long the new tenant was in the bathroom 0 but it s;eemed like 
a long time to himo 

Later ANSCHUTZ heard a shoto He had been watching 
television for some time 0 but he did not have any idea what, 
time it wase He got up and went to the dooro As he opened 
it a man came down the hall. ANSCHUTZ thought the man came 
out of Apartment 5Bu but he could not tell for sureo 

The man was running and as he passed ANSCHUTZ's 
dooro he held his hand and arm ever his face so ANSCHUTZ 
could not get a good look at himo As the man passed ANSCHUTZ, 
ANSCHUTZ said., 11 I· thought I- heard a shot! •0 The man answered 11 

111 Yeho it was · a shot o 
10 

_ · 

The man was carrying $Omething under his armo It 
appeared to be something loll'ilg and was wrapped in what.looked 
like a blanket. ANScmn'Z thought it might be a gun. 
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ANSCHUTZ knew that the shot had been fired nearby, 
but he could not tell i'f it catne from the bathroom or from 
apartment 5B. He had never seen the man or talked to him 
until he saw the man running down the hall. He thinks the 
man went down the stairs to Main Street, but he did not follow 
him. 

Afte1-<tlle man had run down the hall, CHARLIE STEVEN'S 
came out of his apartment~ and said he had also heard a shot, 
ANSCHUTZ went into the bathroom, and looked out the window. A 
police officer in the backyard yelled for him to get away 
from the window. ANSCHUTZ heard a girl say that the shot had 
come from the window. 

After leaving the bathroomj ANSCHUTZ went to the 
other side of the roominghouse, and told the landlady, 
Mrs. BREWER, that he had heard a shot. Then he went back to 
his room to watch television. To the best of his knowledge, 
ANSCHUTZ cannot remember the man having any other luggage, etc., 
except the object that was wrapped up in the blanket. 

ANSCHUTZ des·cribes the man as follows: 

Height: 
Build: 
Age: 
Clothes~ 

6' 
Slim 
30 9 s 
Did not seem to be wearing a 
coat. 

ANSGHUTZ did not see the man's face because -the man 
covered it with his arm and hand. ANSCHUTZ does not think he 
could identify the man if he saw him again. ANSCHUTZ said he 
had not been drinking at all during the afternoon. He had to 
stop drinking for health reasons4 

ANSCHUTZ advised that JESSE LEDBETTER 1s·a deaf mute. 
She can read and write and can speak 'sign language. ANSCHUTZ 
does not know if she saw the man when he ran past the door. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4_/_10_/_6_8 ___ -.--_ 

Mr. CHARLlCE QUITMAN STEPDNS 9 Room 6-B, second floor, 
.gl:22½ S. Main Street, furni~hceid the following inf oJrmation. to 
Lieutenaimt J. D. HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON: 

Mr. STElP!llIENS~ who statcei~ he is 46 years of age, 
and his wife occupy 2 :ir-oo~ illll the lillorth wing of .a rooming 
house 1 the add~ess of which is 422½ S. Main Street. This 
~ooming house actually cover~ tb.e ~econd floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPJHENSi room being located in the 
n.ortlla ·:building in the southeast corlIM~ll:" of the north building. 

Sometime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
he and his wife were.in their room. His wife, who has 
i.recently bceen in the hospital foir an extended period. of 
1.ime, ··was in be<dl in. thei:tr combil!hatioim of living-bedroom. 
He was in the kitchen 9 which is east of the living-bedroom. 
He was repairing a radio on a itable located at the north 
wall o:f the lki t<ehen. Imm.ediately noJ.M.th;~-- of him is a common 
bathroom which is located at the ea~t end of an east-west 
hallway in the nortlb. 'building. Whil@ h~ was repairing the 
r~dio~ he heaird what he is certain wa~ a $hot, an~ he is 
certain that shot cme f~om the bathwoom from a point 
within•just a few feet of whe~e he wa~ sitting. He has no 
way of klllowiirng the time but can only estimate it was sometime 
between 5:00 and 6:00 PM. 

Upon hearing this shot, he walked out of the kitchen 
through his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto _ 
the hallway and ob$erved a man. runlllling west down this hallway 
~nd this man was ~arrying a large-bundle of some kind. He 
would estimate that this bun~le or package was at least 
3 or 4 feet lo~g and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the 
man and the bundle only mm1entarily, he gained the impression 
that the bundle·was ~~apped in ~<Offl.ethingg possibly a newspaper. 
This man cion~inued runimiin.g to the eim«R of the hallway turn.ing 
left (south) and apparently thereafter ran down the stairways 
onto the street~ although he could not actually see the man 
going down the stairway. 
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. Xt imme<dlia te ly O(C(!:Ulr'll"®ID'l to Mr • . STEPHENS that· 
this was the same man b.e had se~llll earlier in the afternoon, 
possibly ·ar~umid mid-afternooim~ sta1!1lding at the door to _- '­
room 5-B which is located immediately west of Mr. · 
ST.EPDNS ti living-bedroomo JH!e statetd!_ that ai'<tMlllM! mjd­
after~oon he had seen a man with Mrs. llmEWE~ standing in the 

'h$illway at th~ <e!lllt>l"aBll(Ce. to room. 5-B looking into room 5-B. 
He --saw the man's left side. Th® 111uun ha<dl nothing in •bis hand~ -
at the time. He assumed thi~ was some new guest looking 
at a room. 

Mlr. STEPDNs··stated that he and his'wife remained 
in·:·their room thee rest : .. of the afteiriiool!II. · lie pointed out -that 
he' 1ir.' STEPHENS ir::{a=:,,Fdi~abled. veterallll ·who-. hasJ- been treated f t ' ' 
fe>r····tuberculosis/'-and-'1he-'speim4's ~qst of bis. ·timie in hi!$ rooms 
'wft:h2;hl$ wife who] iEl,'.~\also;:; i 11 : and \vho-:, at . pre·selt is a bed 
J)atient. ' . , . . 

Sometim~ -.aftter seeimig thismiim with .Mlfs. BREWER,. he 
beard someone in r~om 5-B ana a~sumed the man behad seen 
had rented tbe room -imext door. Ee stated tm t. he recalls -on several different.occasiou heari~g foot~tep~ in this room 
a,nd, al.~o leaving f)fom_ this room past his (Mlf-... S'li"EPl!lIENS 's) · 
room and ·into the common bathroom at the east end of tbe 
6aii, ' He was also very mu(Ch aWalt"e tlhla:Q:· when the person went 

I 

\ 

:trom room 5 ... 9 to t~e J>atlllroom, th.at person re_ained in the bath­
room, _.for a consid~rL.".abl~ 'period of tim.e. H~. po;pted out that 
~~is:::is par~icula;:_ly noticeable sin~e. this ·1s,:a-. common bathroom 
i.lii~b:must be used},JJ>y:a. number of di:f~en-e11»:t,.-:tenants. He ,_ .,.-. 
ai'ls<>Specifically'•re~t:"alled ·tlhlat only oin" one ocaS'asion did '" :,•. 
he hear'' the commo«llie beilliig flushed and be was therefore cur.ious 
-~s to· why this person was speim<dlilillg so much time in the bathroom. 

' ' ' 

He stated that Olm tb.e last occasion that someone· · 
wellllt from imum.ber 5--B to the.batmroom prior to the time be 
heard the shot , he would jet imate that that person :remained 
iliJ. the bathroom for · at lea~t 20 to 30i minute$.·:_· During · -,, ·,·---
this i pe:riod he heard'·no"'·n.oiiies COJnill'Rg• froor''tbe' bat.broom .. 
He also specifically Jrecall~ that during this same period, _ 
Mr. WILLIS AMCHif.nl'Z (pheiietic) 11 who occupies room 4-B, immedi­
ately west of 5-B where t!te lll\®W tenaimt apparently was located_,_ 
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had kimookced on Mro · S"ll":EPHmNS 9
$ cdilOl(O:if alllld somewhat ~r. angrily 

inquired as to who was $tayiimg illll the bathroom so long. 

It wa~ at the eimd of thi~ latter peJriod of time 
that Mr. STEPHENS heard the above de$~ribe~ shot which he 
was certain came from the batfuill>oom •. He stated that immediately 
after the shot was fired he hearcdl some people located across 
the stree~ east of the bujl~iimg where he livesp screaming. 
Due to the excit~meimt of th~ mom@imt 9 the fact that people 
across the street illll the viciimity of the Lorraine Motel 
were screaming 9 alllld the fact that his hearillllg is not the 
best 9 he did not hear alllly a~ditioimal imoises caning from the 
bathroom. He poiimted out that be would expect to hear a 

eescuffle" coming from the bathroom if the man in the bathroom 
had fired the shot that kille~ MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he 
caRutot recall heaJring such a eoSSlcuff].e. u He ~tated that he 

!:i\imply has llllo way of kimowillhg whether th~ man came out of the 
b athr.oom., wel!ht into room 5-B aWJ.<d th@im ran out of 5-B down 
the hall ·toward the front of the buildillllg 9 or whether the man 
in the bathroom raim directly from the bathroom down the 
hallway toward the front of the building. He stated he did 
hesitate a feiw momemrtts after h@a.lt"illllg the shot and hearing the 
screaming outside before he wel!ht to th~ door and looked down 
the hall to ~ee the mallh runllllillllg carrying something in his hand. 

Mr. STEPHENS advi$ed that the Ollllly people in the 
north building of this :iroomillllg_ hou~e at the time of this 
~ncident we~e (1) Mlr. STEPD~s, (2) Mir. STEPHENS vs wife, 
who was in bed and who 'Was rmeve~ in a po~ition to'observe 
al!hytbing, (3) Mr. WILLIS AN'CHUZ (phonetic), above,in room, 
4-B, who came out of. hi$ roQm and was see~ by Mr. STEPHENS 
at the ~am.e time Mr. STEPHEl'S ~aw the man ru@imixng down. the .. 
hall, (4) MJ:>g. JESSIE LEDEEffER, a ~eaf alllld dumb lady who re­
sides i.lill 2room 1-B towal"«ll the fwormt (west) of theiri,rmo~tb wing 
or n@~th buildillllg 9 al!lld (5) the unknown malll ~ho had occupied 
room 5-B who was rullllning down the hall a~ previously_ stated. 

Mr. STEPHENS stated that Mr o AN<CHUL-"Z made som.e remark 
to the unknown man who wa~ rurmrmirmg down the hallway and the 
unknown ma~ appa~e~tly made som@ ki~d af-~~ply. 

24 
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Mr. STEPlHIENS adwi~e~ that whereas he could hear 
footsteps- in 5-B and could heal!" footstep$ between 5-B and the 
bath?'oom, he \at imo · time herur«ll any <eonve1rsation in 5-B, 
and he i~ certain that the~@ wa~ no conversation in 5-B 
from the time the new termamrtl; checked in until the time.' ·;_ 
he heard the shot. He ~tated he never heard any noise or 
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noises 
in.the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and he definitely 
can hear normal conver~ation comiimg from t~at room.. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that when he ~aw the new tenant with. Mrs. 
BREWER standing in front of 5-B, be only saw the left aide 
of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway carryill1lg something, he only 
saw this pe,rson from the rear. He . pointed out he ne.ver saw 
him directly in front, but based upon his observations be 
would. describe this person as follows~ 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Ageg 
Height: 
Weight·~ 
Build: 
Posture~ 
Ha-ir: 

25 

Unknown 
White 
Male 
0 in lhi~ 30 ws • " 
5 i 10-11 fl 

165 pcn1nd~ 
Average 
Man stood e,re~tly 
Described as sandy, also 
described as 98dark blond" 
tm>•,baving the appearance of 
unwashed sand. 
Further described bd.rline 
as receding on left side 
(and p?'esumably on both sides) 
m~ki~g it'appear he would have 
9'peaks 9' on ei"ther side but 
~ith full thick hair toward 
the front center of his head 

· between the peaks • Hair 
~ombed 2traight back. Normal o~ ave~age haircut. 
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• 

Dress: 

General Appearance~ 

26 

• 

Bare headed, wearing dark 
suit 
Clean shaven, neat appearing 
inrdi vidual. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 4.:..../_7..:._,/_6_8 ____ _ 

CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 68 0 422½ South Main 
Street0 Memphis 0 advised that on the afternoon of April 4 0 

1968, he was with his wife at the ab~ve addres$o He stated 
that at about 3:30 pom&o ~n the above date, he began working 
on a table· ,1n0del radio of ·his which was ;..a need of repair o 

He said he 0took a radi~ to the kitchen ajl).~ placed it on the 
· table .whieh was again.st the wall that w.-• adjacent to the 
bathroom which was used by all eenants ,_ ~is flooro As he 
was working on his r~dib he could hear ~he man in the next 
apartment tQ.hi~, Apartlll$nt 5Bo leave ~is room several times 
and go into the bathroomo Mro STEPBE,NS stated that he knew _ 
it was the ·man who had j·ust ahecked .in to Apartment 5B that ' 
afterno'On becaus~ he ~o~ld hear the door of Apartment SB .. 
open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathraom, 
the bathroom door would.open and then c1oseo 

Mr. STEPHENS said that during th~$e various trips ~hat 
the_individual in Apartment SB made to the'bathroom he failed 
to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of 
the. last time he -w~s in the bathroom •. At -t;.his time he flushed 
the toilet. He stated that this i~dividual seemed to be spending 
an undue ·1ength of time in t;his bathroom. At about 6:00 p.m .. , 
on April 4., 1968., Mr. STEPHENS heard a loud no'ise which he described 
as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom. Upon hearing 
this noiseo Mr.. STEPHENS 'mn from t.he kitchen where he was repairing 
his radio to bis door that led to the hallwayo H~ stated this is 
only a distance of about 10 to i2 feetD ~pen opening the door 
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of about three 
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He s,aw 
the man run down the hall and then t~rn left as if he were trying 
to leave the apartment buildingo As this wa~·happening WILLIE 
ANSCHUTZo who lived in Apartment 4Bu came out of his apartment 
and, went to the- pa:throomo ANSC~UTZ then told STEPHEN~ to look out 
of his window .. STEPHENS said,that he then loGked out of his, 
kitchen window which faced the Lorraine Hot.el and saw a lot of 
policemen scurrying about arid people rumiing'screaming in the 
vicinity of the hotelo 

2'7 
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Ml'. STEPHENS St$1.t®d. tlhl~t tlble miai.111 who was in 
Apartment 5B ht1.d checked in about 3: 00 or 3 ,:30 p ~in. on 
April 4 9 1968. ,Be stated he watSJ ®wre of this because be--had,, 
heard the ~andlady showing him the ap~rtment at. that'~ime~ He 
~t,ated he glanced out of lhlis door> ai1Mi got a fairly godd look at 
the ma!ll who he described aSJ beil!llg a white mi.le; 5' 10-11";, 
weighing 165 po~nds; sl~lllder ~~ild; r~ddy ~o~plexion; sandy 
hail".; lhlad· a long 9 sharp pointed imose; wearing what appeared to 
be a dark blue or black suit 9 white ~llhi:i.rt and dark tie~ -

. Hr•' SDPIENS stated that the ia.:n w~o he saw r,'-;!DBillg 
out of the bathroom clo~ely rese~bled the ma.lll who h~d e~ecked 
illlto Apartment 5B. He ~:mid he could, only s~e the man who ran_ 
f~om the b~throom from bebindp but his general build, hair 
coloring and cl~thes were the-same as the individual in 
Apartment 5B. 

'Mr o $TEPHENS d.e~Clf:r.ii bed,:.~ t..ll'Ae iimdi widua 1-, ne · saw;: running 
QUt of the batllhwoom as follows,: 

•• • , _,, • •• 1 ·P;,;·~ · , ··• · 

•:'~~, 
, ,§ei. 

,Height 
Weight 
Build 
dompiexicm. 
ua11r· 
Cloth.iimg 

,White 
i,Male 
---- 5'10-11 9' 

165 
j ~-, , ~lender 

Ruddy 
Sandy 9 slightly on dark side 
Weari~g d&rk suit 

, I 

Mr; STEPHENS .added tlmai.t llle bi!ll.d. lilever '.met the man who , 
cibecked ·i:mto Apart~el!'ilt 58 9 talked to lh\imm 9 or knew his name • 

. r, 
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F'EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date ____ 4_._,/.....;..6..._/..;;.6..;;;..8~--

Mrs. GRACB lllAD~ &?RPHINS 9 Apia\rtm.ent 6=B, 422½ 
Main Street, Memphis, Te!l1l.!lllessee, furnished the following 
inform~tio!l1l.: 

Mrs. STIPHBS s~id that she w~s in ·oed all day 
Oll'II April_ 4, 1968, as she has fole®JB ill for several mon·ths. 
She advised that she be~rd a mio ise, which sounded like 
a firecracker at 6 p 0 m0 , April 4, 1968. She said the noise 
sounded to her as if it came from the yard on the east 
side of her apartmellllt 0 She s~id she did not think anything 
about the noise as it was commo~ for trains to set off 
f irecr:ackers on the tracks -o!lll the. ®ta!.st side of her 
apartment. Mrs. STEJPHBNS said sb® heard soft footsteps 
coming from 9ut of the b&tlnlroo~, -~hicb is located adjacent 
to her_ apartment, a!l'lld proceedillllg -.rapidly down the hal!,way 
toward the &Jmtrance to the ~~rtmellllt buildilllg. ·- .,,,.__ 

Ml-so STEPHENS s~id sh~ t~e1m heard screaming 
and yelling from the east side of her ~p~rtment near ~he 
Lorrtiine Hotel ~:t 406 Mulberry Street. Mrs 0 STEPHENS 
said sb.e did not get out of bed at a~y time on April 4, 
1968g and did ·not see anyone leave the apartment bathroom 
and knows nothing else ret~ting to the aoovementioned noise. 

On __ 4-=/'-,5-'-/_6_8 __ at lrlem.)Phis, T@!llllID®ssee File# Memphis 44-1987 

&s STEPHIN M • . DARLINGTON 
by __ a_n_d_· _Ji_O_HN __ W ...... ___ Bl_U_BR ______ SDW_~:g~•--Date dictated __ 4_/_S_/_G_S ___ __,__ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU :OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_1_0_/6_8 ____ _ 

Mw. B&TIE L. EJ:EVES~ ~<0@m 3 9 wouth. wing of rooming 
hous® looated·oD se@om fl@<O>:il? 9 422½ So Main Street, Memphis, 
·turnished· the. followi)l')).g ill1fo~matiol!ll to Lieutenant Jo D. 
HAMBY, Homicide Bur®au, Mtempbi~·Police Depa:irtmeJ11t, and 
SA FRANKLIN L. J'OlfflSON., :Mbro UEWS 9 who advised he is·74 years 
of age, retired, fcat~m.®:a?l.Y a ~:iraglillll® opell?atoir II railroad 
firemall1 and hotel clerk, a®lvi~ed he ha:Bl :iresided at this 
address for the past 8 yerurs •. 

He ~tated that ~ometime in th@ late afternoon of 
Ap~il 4, 1968, exact time l!llot re~all@d, he was in his 
A"'oom wh.@ll1 he beard a shot. He ilmln@«U.ately walked out into 
the large hallway at which time the'Jlandlady 9 Mrs. BESSIE 
BREWER, allll.d her husballll.~ FRANK, who oceupy· room 2, next 
door- to his room, also ©ame. out of their ro~m. The 3 o:t them 
proceeded ea~t down th@ large hallway or lobby of this wing 
of the rooming' h0use to 'tl:he east @lool".. As they wa~~ed 
down the hallway.they heaA"'d scream$·Coming from· across the 
street to the easrt of tlbl:i~ buil«Ulnlg ill1 the viccin.:lty of the 
L~ine Motel. ~pollll. arrivilIDg at the lr®ar (east) door, 
poli~e officers ill1 the area iMtA"'ucted ·them to get back 
inside and · they did so. 

Mr. ~EEWS advised he did lnlOt see anyone leave the 
build_ing and do®s ~ot know who fire<dl the shot an.ti has no 
way of knowing the exact loeatiolnl of the $hot ·which he 
heard. 

. He advised tlblat ~arli@r ilID th® afternoon of April 4, 
1968, and-perhap~ around 3~00 PoMo 9 lm@ had returned to his 
room after goill1g to Jim q$ Cafe loo at~<dl · mi.@arby ~ As he approached 
his room, he saw a strange ma!lll stalfi<i!i1!ll.g at the door of . ~he 
landlady 9s room. This man th®r@aft®r left from the vicinity 
of the doo~ to th® lall1dlady'~ room afill©I walke@ north across 
a hallway to '!the m1ort.b willllg of t.bui 'room.imig house. _ He 
pointed out that th® reomiimg botis® lo©at®d O!lll the second 
floor i~ actually looate~ illll two diffelr®l!ilt buildings, but 
there is an enclrosi~d walkway to~a:ii:'d tlme front ofthese two 

30 
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se~ond floolf carm walk from the norith building to the south 
buildiimg. Th@ J!"ioo21Mil ifill th® llll.OF'th building have a uau 
number 9 such as 1-89 2-B am~ ~o fo:irth 9 wheJ!"eas the rooms 
irm the ~outh buil~?-nm hav@ mo lett®w of thea~phabe'tl: follow­
illllg the room l!llwnbe:ir~. Thi~ llil.®W te@afilt'(t. walked ·through this 
@nclosed walkway ftom th® south to till~ .llI!o:rtth building 
where the i,9n !'Oom(!3l a:ire looat@iL He «lid llhot ~ei:e him agatn. 
He pointied out that he cnmly ~aw ithi:si lfU1.lll . f:wom., thie rear 
and right side as the maim left th® lal:!idlady ;,l§\ 'dpor and walked 
north to the no:irth buil«iirmg. 

Ml". REEVES fUI'llILi~bed the fio:J..lowiifug description of 
the man seerm by him~ 

Name~ 
Race~ 
Sex: 
Age~ 
Height: 
Weight~ 
Build~ 
Hair~ 
.Drew!SI i · 

General Appeal"ance~ 
Mi®ciel laneious i 

31 

Ufil\kllltO\Wl!». 
Whit@ 
Mal@ 
25-30 
5 j 11°~' t,; 6' 
1Gs-:i'15 pouifua~ ,, 
Avewage), . . 
1Da1"k 1 ful l.' 0 he/ad of hair . 
Bal"® h~a<ili.ed f tlhl' dark sui t·i r_ 
d_Jd !lll.dt ~aw] /i!lfrt ow tie· 
~~retty meat v, 
Mir. REEVES stated that 
'fthi~ marm definitely was not 
~a1"~Yillllg anything when he 
saw him and'the man did not 
say anything when he was in 
th@ Wa!lll 9S presence. 
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( FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 Date _________ _ 

. · FRANK BREWE!\j422t South Main Street, Apartment 2 9 

Memphis 1 ad.vised that \:is wife 9 BESSIE_BREWER, is the · 
landlord of the rooming:tiouse at 422½ Soti"th :Main,,. Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

BREWER works at Velsycol Chemidal Corporation, 
1199 Warford, Memphis, Tennessee. He arr>ived home from work 
abo·ut 5:30 p.m. on April 4, 1968. He'' immediately sat down to 
eat supper. His wife told him that she had rented 
apartment 5B that afternoon, but she did not mention anything 
about the person to whom she rented the room. 

BREWER finished his··supper and sat down to watch . · 
television;· He figured the t.ime to be just about. 6:00 p.m. 
He heard a·loud_ noise that sounded like a gun, but he · 
thought it must be a firecracker. He got up and went to the 
door to see what had made the noise. He opened the door that 
leads into ~~e hall. He heard people-behind the roominghouse 
yelling_, ''01( God, help me!" He also heard some firemen from the 
nearby fire ·station running toward the.Lorraine Hotel, and 
one of them said, nsomeone has been shot.H 

,_ .B;llEWER ran to the back 
porch. . '":rt took him two or three 
and get' it open. BREWER figures 
when he heard the noise until he 
was about 15 - 20 seconds. 

·out on the back 
seconds to u ~ock the door 
that the time elapsed from 
stepped onto the back porch 

As· he stepped out on the porch, a uniformed officer, 
possibly f~om the Sheriff 1 s Office, ran into the backyard of 
the rooJpinghouse and yelled to BREWER, 0 Get back in the house 
and lock the door," BREWER thought he was from the Sheriff's 
Office because he was wearing dark green pants and a tan shirt" 
As BREWER ·started back inside, another officer yelled, "The shot 
came from there," and pointed toward the northeast corner of the 
roominghouse. BREWER thought the officer was pointing toward 
either the windows _on the northeast corner or the roof. 
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BREWER came back into the apartment house and 
locked the door. He looked out the window arid-saw two 
poli~emen on the roof of the building that faces Mulberry Street,. 

· and is just northeast of the building at 422 South Main. 

BREWER went back to his apartment and sat down. 
He did not hea:r·anything until WILLIAM ANSCHUTZ 9 who lives 
in apartment 4Bp came to BREWER'S door and yelled 9 "The guy 

· that rented the room ran down the steps~ and had something 
wrappt;:d up that · looked like a gun~ 99 

. BREWER did not go out 
to look for the man. 

The police came to the door within a minute or tw.o i 

and offi?ers w~re there the whole nighta , 

'BREWER and his wife have lived at 422½ South Main~ 
Apartment 2g since March 12, 1968. BREWER ~ever did see the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD, and, thus, could offer nothing 
concerning WILLARD's appearance. BREWER examined the rent 
receipts dating back to January 27 9 1968, and could find no 
record of a JOHN WILLARD l~ving here before April 4, 1968. 

f 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 4/6/68 Date __________ _ 

Mr. HOWARD OONNKE VANCE, 422½ South Main Street, 
Apartment 4 9 Seuth Wiimgr M~mphis 9 Tennessee, furnished the 
following info~matio~: 

Mr. VANCE S:i.id he w&11Js ' 9 intcxicated." for the two 
days of April 3 and 4~ 1968. He s~id he went to the bathroom 
twice on April 4, 1968~ at 9 a.m. and at 3 p.rn., and did 
not see anyo~e or be$r anyo~e @~ those two occasions. 
VANCE said he lives aio~e in his room. He said he was 
completely unaware of any activity outside of his room 
for the two above-mentioned dates. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date _4~/_l_l~/_6_8~--,__,~ 

Mr. J. L~ MESSER~ 422½ Seuth Main Street, Apartment 
5, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following information: 

Mr. MESSER 3 speaking in a very loud tone 9 stated 
that he was extremely hard of hea:riimg and was almost deaf • 

. He stated that he did not know anything had happened that 
was out of the ordinary on April 4 9 1968, and that he was in 
his room the entire day. He stated he did not know anything 
had occurred until that mcrnirng 1 April 5, 1968, when Mrs. 
BREWER told him that someone had been killed. Mr. MESSER 
stated that he has been having trouble with his back and 
that he spends mast of his time either in bed or sitting down 
in his room. 

He stated he could furnish no information in thts 
matter. 

35 

On 4/5/68 at Memphis , Tennessee File # Memphis 44-1987 

SA JACK D .. VAHRENWALD and 
by _..,,SA=--=E=U=G,,,,E ... N,.,.E,.___,.A,,__,eL...J.ME.....,.,00"'-"'-'R""'I.....,_, -'J...,R-· ..... a __ :E_A=M .... /..,.m,.,.,n .... r ___ oate dictated __ 4_/._l_O..._l ..... 6 .... 8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions· of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and jg loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTIGATION 

1 
} 
I 

4/7/68 
Date--------~--

\ 
FRANK M. MARLEY? 422½ South Main Street,.Apartment 7, 

advised that he was home all day on April 4, 1968. He 
heard a loud noise about 6~00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, but 
he had been drinking heavily all afternoon, and he did not 
get out of bed to see what was happening. 

He, did not see the man who rented Room 5Br, and 
he did not hear anything unusual after he heard the ·loud 
noise. 
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\._. /_ ' __ .. _pn ~pr~]., 5,_. 1968, an effort ·wa~ ~a~e by_ 
: Li~ut,e11u1nt_. __ J\ J>.· l!lMtB'jf, Homiciclle ~e~u., and SA . . ·- _. · 

'FRANILJN. L. ~to inter.view Ml". -FRANK '·M·lLLARD MARLEY 
· w~tte."Jaal~}:·•si, years :~id-, teimant in-. roor1f 7: s~utb wing-'if . 
. · ·rit>om~,1 .. house .·&1eceh~_ -~loor~ :422½ s ,.· Main•· ~tJ:~et_,, ·.Memphi~r., _ 

_ '._:. Tennesse$ ., , Extreme-,: d:l-fficulty waa-,experienced•·;:£:n. an eff·crt 
,: ~-~.:·-in.1:~li'-view· Mlr ~ . ~~!sEY wbo s'tated ·he· is ~l years .:o.f age:1·_ :.~1_,.,i_- :i 

.. MARLEY"stated he hat11·heud it shot:. sometime . late in. the . ·-:~::·. -,. · ... ·, 
·· · afte;rnoon of. April 4,· 1968,· at which time. h~ -stated :-ite. •a$·i :·_\f~-,~,:.:·/ -

- st~~di-ng ·011, .. the baek: po~eh (l~~ate,d ,at _the'. east end· (»f. a. ->----t~}~~~\ ,: : 
:large. hallway, in- the center of .. the, south b:uild ing or . south,<-: , .. ,':: .:,_f_J>. ' l 
wing.of. the tc,aing-h~use -•~ this ~ddres,t~.i. ~e-;.~t~~-- ;:tliaJ>-::-:.<-f . _·J 

_ b.e.-was- .on the- back. pC:>rch to hang o.ut ,some·.cl,othing,: He_ ; : , ).,, · • 
' pointed;;out·. ~me._ items· o~ clothing in water i~. :a,:_·wa•~: pan,,,;: · ,. · ·: · · · 

·It .... waif• 11oted· .thes~'t ittm~. of clothing had not. be,n·, ~~Qg on$ 
and·were-still in ·the wash water. · · :· ,.,i:.; ,·. , •. ._, 
':•,•,• ., '• : ,•.:,~_,• '• •,,'"• ' • ' -~ ••,;••,•, , .. •~•~;•;; I ~•I,_; 

• :,/ • ', .... ~ .j 

.·· .. , .. , Mr. 'MARLEY ·r~late<a 1:se:?Jveral .differei,t :terst:ons · · _, -I · ., , , .-.1 

. !~ ,.tc(.:wb~t he had ite!F ~~ w~ere h~ had.'-~eq:_ l9~·ate~.r>at , ' .. .J 
-P_.n_J,_,1>9_1~! ,-tating_ :t~,~~5,wer,,.,-3 ~en i.xr:votved,_·_i_~ !~~- -~I_J,otiil.J. , · ... :,1 
'.P,f,:,;~ij~~J LlJTHD KIJf? ·.a,_d-.th,~ he bad ~~en .9n~n::SJ th,~··_ . - _ ·· 1.) 
ijl!~in~. ·down a .ban\'.,dltst. of tbie above mentioneci_;·,t,a.ck .. porti.01( :·. :_ ~ 
wherea1f the other t nad run west out of th~. bui~~ing,_. At · · i . : : ; .·i-

this -point, .. he stat~~, that be ·was in. ·the baJlw_~f: when· ,the · ·. ; .. . _:_
1
"_j 

2 .me11 .ran· west and"·en~, of ·.them ·t<0ld. him :10get · tbe,)iell out _- _, . _. __ 1 
of :--the_),ay ~." He a·illi\9·· ~tated at one _poi~t : tha~· ~ne of -·the. aep · · ;~ , · , . j 
ii_ .. u)tinin.g west had a,fJ:,uyiarikee · briogue.ot and at __ anotbe,:r• poi·nt · - .- ' .. ; . -. · ' .. i 
!t!t~~-,,.~pe. -of thean-r!~,.ok,~ .. 11~e !in X~dia~! .. ·:. ·· .. .-,,;,,'.~:·. :_ · .. - . • . · _· · .-·_ -_, _ 

Ml<I<~ ,, \ ,1.11. 1•· ,!/ ··, ,, , ',•~ • ,,t .' ' • • -~· •!1.• ~~· h., :? J , • 

~; :::u : :,:(., »wring ·e:ti~fts tQ · illlterview · Jlr·._ MARLEY _,Mr;·-:, :rivl~- (.' ..:_ ·j 
·.- .BREWER,, '·husband. of the landlady of this ~uilding,: · Mi-A.:),! ' -l 

. BESSX~ ··aREWER,, adv,ised .Lt.i- J.· •. D~ · HAMBY -and --SA ·FKAMK,.L.,. . . _, _ _J 

: JOHNSON that 'Mr,,'. MARLEY. is;, a ~oxqplete alcoho1i<::, __ st--ari -d~u~k _ ·; _ J 
:1• all the :t:~me, and' he persona~ly knows that <Mr,_. ll~~EY,iwa·s- · - · ;,· , ·' 
passed out .in h~s ,room at the time Mr:, BREWER,·· Mrs,i: ~~1.;a1,-, · · 
and an.ether tenant Mr. BERTIE REEVES · heard a shot·- around· ·t · 1 

~:OQ PJ&,_:Jipll"~l 4, 1968._ - - -

. .. (" ' . 
· _____ - ___ - _________ ,,!,·_,, --·-------

~ • :;; '-~ ,·t.HR(•!:{ 

Y· :,1r r._~r,,!C.Y~.•; 

' ' . 
. . \. 
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' .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _4"""/._7-'-'/'--6_8 ___ ___,..__,_,.. 

BAROID CARTERe 422½ South Main, Apartment 9, advist:Jcf.\',· 
that he arrived at home. about 4&30 Pemoo on April 4 0 1968. 
He··lent to his room and he was still there when he heard 
a shot about 6~00 Pomo He stayed in his room until the 
police came inside about 10-15 minutes latero 

CARTER did not see the man who rented Apartment SB, 
and he did not notice anything unusual before or after he 
heard the shoto He does not feel he has anythi~g that \«>Uld 
h~lp,in the investigation of this caseo · 
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• F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/7/68 

1 

ALFRED W. EATONj.422} South Main Street, 
Apartment 10, advise~ that'he had been in and out of the 
apart~ent most of t~e day on April 4, 1968. He had been 
drinking that afternoon 9 and was taking a nap when 
he was awakened by a loud noise and some commotion outside 
the boardinghouse. He got out of bed, and looked out the 
back window of the house. He saw someone covering up a 
body across t~e s~reet. 

EATON did not see the. person who _rented 
Apartment 5B in , the roominghouse. .He also heard nothing 
in the oth~r wi_ng- of the building- .(where Apartment 5B is 
located) af~_er the shot was fired . 

... 

EATqN s~id he went back to bed shortly thereafter, 
and did not know what actually happened·until the mornin~ of 
April 59 1968. _ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE$TIGATION 

Date __ 4_/_l_l_/6_8~---~ 

Mrs~ JESSIE LEO LEDBETTER, 422½ South·Ma~n St:ree~; 
Apartment 1-B, Memphis,, Tennessee, was interviewed with the ··i 
following results: 

Mrs. LEDBETTER is a deaf mute and an attempt was 
made by Agents to communicate wi:th her by writing questions 
on paper and using various hand and head motions, Mrs. 
LEDBETTER was unable to furnish any information of value in 
this matter. · 

" . 
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. LORRAlNR MOTEL ; 
406 MULBERRY STREET 
l\lEMPHIS, TENNESSEE . 

(This section of the report .ref.lects interviews 
with employees and custom~rs of the Lorraine. ..... . 
Motel,.-.as well- as with persons who actua.lly 
obs~rved_ Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, .JR. on the 
bal~ony at th~ Lorraine Motel.) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

April 12, ·1968 Date---"--------

MARR.ELL MC CULLOUGH, residing 270 Gaston, Apartment ~.~ 
Memphis, Tennessee, telephone 947-4265, who is employed as a · · ·, · 
wareh9useman by the Summerall Electric Company, 345 S • .' Parkway,· 
Memphis, telephone lYHS-4455, advised as follows: 

MCCULLOUGH is a native of the state of Mississippi 
and h~s lived in Memphis, Tennessee, since appro~imately F~bruary 
1967. He had been present at the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 · 
s. Mulberry Street, Memphis, from approximately 5:,55 p.m. until· 
approximately 8;00 p.m. on Thursday, April 4, 1968, and was.pres­
ent when Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., President of the Southern· 
Christian Le~dership conference (SCLC), was shot. 

He explained his presence as follows:. 

MCCULLOUGH, who is a Negro, had been a sympathetic 
· supporter of the Memphis sanitation workers who had been on 
strike· in Memphis beginning February 12, 1968. 

Beginning a:r:·ound the early part of March 1968, MC­
CULLOUGH, in his spare tim~ ,-· has. engaged in various strfke 
support activities sponsored by a group of Memphis Negro minis­
ters who have adopted the name community on the Move for 
Equality (COME) • -He ·has worked with this group and other · 
supporters in the Memphis community engaging in sympathy 
marches and other strike support activity which is primarily 
centered in the headquarters of the Minimum salary .. Division -
of the AME Church, 276 Hernando, Memphis, and at the Claybo1'n 
Temple AME Church at 280 Hernando. · 

Around March 18, 1968, the SCLC se-nt various of its 
staff to Memphis to assist the COME group in strike support 
activity, and in fact 1 Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. made a public 
speech in behalf of-the sanitation workers at Mason temple on 
the night of March 18, 1968. Dr. KING returned to Memphis on 
the morning of March 28, 1968 1 to lead a mass downtown Memphis 
strike support march, and after a major disturbance occurred in 
the Beale Street area of Memphis resulting in considerable 
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property damage by some of the marchers, the SCLC staff lefft 
various of its members in Memphis to further organiz~ the• 
strike support activity. Shortly after March_28, 1968, Mr. 
MCCULLOUGH became acquainted with two members of.Dr. KING's 
staff; namely, Rev. JAMES ORANGE, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and Rev. JAMES BEVEL, of Birmingham, Alabama, and Chicago.,. 
Illinois. and.he has worked with them on various projects since 
.that time. 

On the afternoon of April 4, 1968, MCCULLOUGH, who 
has a blue 1967 Volkswagen, 1600 series, fastback, drove to 
the Lorraine Motel accompanied in his car by Rev. JAMES ORANGE 
and Rev. JAMES BEVEL, and he fixed their arrival at the motel 
in the car at about 5:55 p.m. He parked his Volkswagen in the 
motel parking lot which would be on the east side of Mulberr_y 
and just south of the old hotel portion of the Lorraine Hotel 
and Motel. His car had been followed by· a white Pontiac Tem-
pest, exact model number not recalled, driven by CLARA ESTER, 
a student at LeMoyne .College and who he understands resides at 
396 Laclede, Memphis, and another young lady, MARY HUNT, who 
lives on Baltimore street in the Orange Mound area of Memphis 
and who he believes attends Memphis state University. These 
young ladies had also been working in some of the strike support 
activity sponsor;ed by COME, and they had been with BEVEL, ORANGE 
and MC CULLOUGH' at the Clayborn Temple prior to coming tc'f the · 
Lorraine Motel. 

They parked their car behind the Volkswagen, and at 
that point, BEVEL, ORANGE and MCCULLOUGH and HUNT -and ESTER 
got out of their cars and stood around the parking lot are~. 
MCCULLOUGH recalled seeing numerous other people on the north 
end of the parking lot area which is directly in front .. of the , .:~'. 
new motel portion of the Lorraine and· recalled seeing a Negro 
singing group managed by JAMES BEVEL known as the "Bread Basket 
Group.,. He did not know any of their specific ide~t i ties. · 

MC ct,J~LOUGH was first aware of the presence in• tJte, 
vicinity of Dr·: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. when he got out of ~is 
car and observed Dr. KING standing on the second floor -bal~ony· 
of the motel almost directly in front of Room 306, which h~d 
been Dr. KING's room during his recent visit to Memphis. :pr. 
KING was leaning over the rail.which runs in front of an out­
side walkway running the length of the second floor motel _ 
portion, and MCCULLOUGH noticed no ane else on the balcony 
with him at the time. 
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At this point, which would pro/ably have been close· 
t0 6:00 p.m. JI. eithel' shortly before or shor~+Y therea:tter a MX'. 
MC CULU>lJGH walked back toward the ca:i:r driv~ _by CIARA ESTER '. 
and Rev·. ~L and Rev. ORANGE walked north on the parking lot 
. toward the group of people who were standing there.· 

. Suddenly 9 ,MC C'ULLOUGE heard an explosive seund and 
re~al+ad that~he was standing_and facing north when he first 
heard ft~ He was · standing soi.fth of th.a pos :it ion occupied by 
Dr. KING and noted tl).a t the rail on which Dr. KING- ha.d been 
leaning runs north and southj and that KING would have been 
facing Mulberry street 1 pr ;t"_Ai the west with bis back facing · 
the ·doorway of the motel _and· to the east. MC CULLOUGH was· 

·· unable to adequately describe the sound other than ·it was 
rather loud and ha.d :a seeming echo to it. He bas served in· · 
the U •. S~ ·army and would offer ·an opinion based on his Army 
exper fence ,and limited knowledge of fi:rearms that the noise. 
which he heard was _a gunshot sound. · 

, :i:mmediateiy thereafter 1 someone :in; ·:,~he crowd, identity' 
not ,_reca-~-lE:dr1;oy MC CULLOUGH stated in essence-/- '1)1'':·· ~ING: ha;s been · 

:. shot. 1' -MC, OOLLOUGH pein.ted out that he had been facing nor.th · 
when· he. ]fe"ard'.:· '-the sound, and upon hearing the person· say some-

. thing to-' the effect that Dr. KING had been shot~ he looked eas- . 
terly and upward toward the :rail where Dr. KING, ·had been standing 
and observed Dr. KING falling ,~ckw:ard. in a southeastEir ly do.re·c­
t ion q It-appeared as though Dr.· KING may have been g~sping 
with ene of·his hands for his throat area, ~lthoughMC CULLOUGH 
cQuld not be positi,ve as to the ~hysical movement; if; any,· of 

. · Dr. KING' s hands. Almost immediately, .MC CULLOUGB turned b,is 
· head in a westerly direction looking across. Mulberry ·street:, 
which runs north and .south, and saw no ·on_ei"''either Oll' the g;round 
or in any of the buildings which face east toward the Lorr:aine n 
H®tel and Motel'. He saw no one in the area in the iVlicini ty of 
the motel with a gun or a weapon . of any sort .· " 

He saw no one running from the area i-n. ~,x,iy direct'iGn .. 1¥.. 
':Ti -

A. few seconds l~ter g be recalled· seeing·•a group of 
what he f~ l t~ :'.1¥8re":;\Memphis Fire Department. employee~ · running · 
from :the rear· ·entrance of the fire station which; ;,faces Main 

•'·' Str~e~··a11d rwh~s~,,real"' ~n-t;ranGe 'fa~~~·-!MUl~:try St_r·fi~t ·8;ll~H~h;1i~~r )1:''''•'.?.:'i:/"f,( 
is +ocated j•ust south of the mote 1: noting that ·tJ.tese. f :,i.remen 1 _ • ,; ' . 

seemed to be running toward,th~ vicinity of .the mo.tel. . . . _:y 
44 

.. 
' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-------------- - - . 

ME 44-1987 
4 

When MCCULLOUGH looked upward again at the point 
where Dr. KING had fallen, he was first conscious of seeing 
Rev. JESSE JACKSON, an SCLC staff member from Chicago, looking 
out a.doorway of a motel room just south of the room previously 
occupied by Dr. KING. JACKSON would have been looking in a 
westerly or actually a northwestemlydirection 9 because he was 
looking toward KING's prone body. 

Almost instinctively~ MCCULLOUGH ran up the outdoor 
iron and cement stairway which lea.ds to the balcony from the 
ground level and which is located about two or three motel doors 
south of where KING's body rested. He turned north on the bal­
cony upon reaching the second floor level, running toward Dr. 
KING's,body,and noticed that Dr. KING was lying prone in a 
crosswise position with his head ·pointing in a southeasterly 
direction and his feet pointing in a northwesterly direction, 
his feet being located adjacent to the protective railing. 

Mr. MCCULLOUGH was the first person to reach the 
body of Dr. KING 1 and he knelt down to -f.Jr. KING 's prone body. 
Almost simultaneously 1 one of the Negroes at the motel, iden­
tity not recalleds handed MCCULLOUGH a towel which MCCULLOUGH 
used to apply pressure to the wounded area of Dr. KING's body, 
which he recalled was on tbe right side of his face in the 
immediate area of his cheekbone and running down into his upper 
neck area. The wound was recalled by him to be a large wound, 
not unlike a tear. The flesh on Dr. KING's face on the right 
side thereof appeared to be torn backward toward the rear of 
his• head area 1 and the wound appeared to start around the ., 
middle of his cheekbone and continue downward into hif}, upper 
neck area. He also recalled seeing splotches of blo~d, possibly 
pinhead in size, in the immediate vicinity of the large wounded 
area~ and his first impression was that these may have been 
minute pellet wounds, although he now feels that they were 
probably mere blood splotches or spots. 

MCCULLOUGH attempted to apply pressure.to the wound 
in an effort to stop the bleeding» as the bleeding was quite 
profuse at this time 9 and as he knelt·idown and observed Dr. 
KING's body in its prone position with his back facing the 
concrete floor and the front side of his body facing upward, 
the wound would have had to have been caused by a bullet or 
projectile coming toward Dr. KING from a northwesterly direc­
tion since it entered the right side of his face and since KING 
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was last recalled being seen by him looking directly west.as 
he stood against the hand rail. It was his definite impres­
sion at the time,, and he still holds to this impression;·· that 
the shot would have come from orie of the buildings to the · 
northwest. There is~ series of old buildings located just 
west of ·the motel whose fronts would .face on S. Main Street, 
which is the next north-south street west of Mulberry. · 

From the second story position of Dr. K,ING when he 
was .shot, coupled with the position of the wound .beginning 
around his cheekbone area ~nd dropping down toward his neck 
a~ea, he believes the shot'in all probabllity would have come 
from one of these buildings at an elevated level rather than 

.from the ground area surrounding the buildings. · 

MC CULLOUGH also reca,lled that as he applied the 
pressure around Dr. KING's cheekbone and upper neck area with 
the towel, he was aware,of an unusual odor whi~h was similar 
to the odor which one smells when a firecracker is exploded. 

Shortly thereafter, he was conscious of the fact that 
CLARA ESTER and· MARY HUNT had come up onto the balcony and were 
s~anding nea:ti: him: By this time, there wa·s no doubt in MC CUL­
LOUGH 's mind that Dr~ KING·was dead. Ther~ was no movement in 
his body, and his eyes were immobile and he~bbelieves they were 
open-, although he could not be certain of th•is. He estimatec;1 
he applied the pressur~ for one to two minutes, ~nd by this 
time, ·a number of Negroes had gathered around the body, and he 
recalled seeing Rev. RALPH B. ABERNATHY 1 Dr. KING's chiet aide. 
ABERNATHY knelt down and began. applying pressure with the towel 
which had originally been held by MCCULLOUGH. 

At this point, Rev. ABERNATHY relieved MCCULLOUGH, as 
MCCULLOUGH noted that (%ARA ESTER and MARY HUNT we~e crying anq 
appeared to. be shaken c,;:,nsiderably at the sight of Dr. KIN.G-' s 
body. He.was a,traid they would become hysterical and he.there-· 
after walked with them away from the area. They walked down the 
outside motel stairs to the south of Dr. KING 9s body onto· the 
parking lot area and stood around. 
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By this time, it would probably have been a few 

minutes after 6i00 p.m~ 1 and he observed a large number of 
members of the Memphis Police Department and possibly the 
Shelby County S~eriff 9s Office in the immediate area. one 
of the officersj-identity not recalled~ asked all of the 
people in the immediaterarea to remain and not leave. 

He estimated that he stood around the parking lot· 
area in the immediate hotel and motel area until close to 8:0Q 
p.m. and when no one had asked him specifically not to leave 
he left and returned to the Clayborn Temple. 

He had been to the motel on Wednesday, Apri1 3, 1968, 
with some of the SCLC people and representatives of the COME 
group, and at no time while around the Lorraine Motel did he 
recall seeing any individuals he co·uld consider to be suspic.,. 
ious or who may have given the impressiop they were observing 
the area other than the fact that he had from time to time 
seen law enfo~cement officers in the area. He was unable to 
pinpoint the exact times when he had seen this. 

MCCULLOUGH concluded that he knew of no suspects 
and had not recalled having heard any of his associa~esmen­
tion any suspects or any suspicious persons who may have been 
frequenting the area of the motel d~ring the day or two prior 
to Dr. KING's death. 

·! 
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Revere:imd RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, 690 La Verne Drive, No W., 
Atlanta 9 Georgia, was inte~wiewed ~t the Memphis Police Department 
at 10:55 p.~ April 4~ 19680 Reverend ABERNATHY was advised of 
the Agent's identity and of the nature of _the matter under investiga-
tion. · 

Reverend ABERNATHY, who described himself as Vice President 
at Large and Treasurer of the Southerim Chris.tian Leadership 
Conference,_stated he was Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING• JR.'s .closest 
associate anp stated that he and Dr .. KING ~lways shared a room 
whenever the,y travell~d together,, . He stated that at about 10 :30 a~m .• 
OJ!l Ap_ril 3, 1968, he and Dr. KING registered at the Lorraine Motel, 
Maphis, Tennessee. 

Reverend ABERNATHY stated that on April 4, 1968, he and Dr. 
KING did not leave the motel and spent most of the day in their 
room, #306, which is located on-the second floor of the motel. 
He stated that he and Dr. KING had been gone from their room for 
approximately one hour or less when they returned to the room at· 
about 5:30 p.m. He said they got dressed as they were going to 
dinner at the home of Reverend BILLY KYLE and that at almost exactly 
6 p.m. they started to leave the room~ Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 
for a moment and Dr. Kl.NG. walked out onto the balcony just outside 
the door to his room. Reverend ABERNATHY was still inside the 
mot~l room but could hear Dr. KING discussing the dinner engagement 
with other associates w~o Reverend ABERNATHY believes were standing 
in the parking area of the motel underneath and to the front of the 
balcony on which Dr. KING was st~nding. 

Reverend ABERNATHY stated he heard what sounded like a fire­
cracker and then heard the screams of per~ons to whom Dr9 KING had 
'been tal~ing .. Reverel!Ild ABERNATHY.weimt then.to the balcony_and dis­
covered Dr o KI.NG lyililg . there wounded iri the, right side of the face 
and :necko Be said.he believed Dr .. KING attempted to speak to him 
but -was unable t.o .do so. Revereimd ABERNATHY said he instructed 
someone to call an ambulance and then accompanied Dr. KI.NG in the 
ambulance to the hospital where Dr. KING subsequently died. 
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R~vereimd ABERNATHY s_t$tced th(i.t jmidging· fr9m the sound 
of the noise it $1.ppeare<dl. tlhtat th.e shot came from directly in 
froimt of the door a!lld not from ~ny gre~t dist~nce. lie stated 
he did not obs,erve a~ything that would indicate who .fired the 
sbot. Revere~d ABERNATHY :a1.ll:i'lo sitai.te<d that while .they were in 
the motel room Dr., KING did not 11 to his knowledge,- receive any 
teleplhlo:me c&lls of ~ threatening ntm.tllllre or call:sr fl"OIJl persons 
wb.o would not identify thems<elves~ Reverend ABERNATHY said 
Dro·KING had not fe$1red that al!lly particular persons m_j,.ght 
h~l'm hi~ and Reverend ABERNATHY w&s u~able to s~ggest any 
suspects or t9 provide any ot:~eno information Wh-ic.h might 
assist· in idei~tifying Dro KING'l·s killer., · · ·. .-. 
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Mr. CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, 123 West Madison Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, was interviewed at the Melnp~is Police Headquarters at 
12:05 a.m., April 5, 1968. Mr .. :ESKRIDGE was advised. of the 
interviewing Agent's identity and of the natur~ of the matter 
under investigation.· · 

.Mr., ESKRIDGE, .who identified himself as General Counsel 
for the Southern Christian Leadership Confer~nce, advised that 
be arrived i~ Memphis, Tennessee, at approximat~ly 11:30 a.m. 
on April 4, 1968 .. He stated he had been with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR~ during a portioA of the day on April 4, 1968, and at 
about 5:45 p.m. was standing in the pa~king ar~a of the Lorraine 
Motel when Dr. KING walked out of his motel room onto the second 
floor balcony of the motel and leaned over and·began to discuss 
his dinner engagement with other persons who were standing below 
the balcony. 

Mr. ESKRIDGE stated he was standing with his back to 
Mulberry Street and was facing Dr. KING when he heard to his· 
right rear a sound like a firecracker. He looked to his rear 
momentarily to see if someone were behind him·and when he looked 
toward Dr. KING again he saw him lying on his back on the balcony. 
Mr. ESKRIDGE said he heard only one shot fired and he recalled · 
that Dr. KING was standing in front of his motel room at the 
time he was struck. He stated he believed the shot cam~ from 
the area of the houses overlooking Mulberry Street or from the 
high grass in the yards which were behind the houses overlooking 
Mulberry Street. 

Mr. ESKRIDGE stated he had been standing in the pa~king 
area of the Lorraine Motel for approximately 5 to 10 minutes 
prior to the shot and he had not observed anyone in the are~ who 
he believes might have fired the shot. He said he did not know of 
anyone who wished to barm Dr~ KING and he stated he had no other 
information whtch he felt might assist in identifying Dr. KING's 
Jttll~r~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date ___ 4/'----13----'/_6_8 ___ _ 

Mr., Sato.Ml.ON J'OM!E~, J'R., 0 374 Vance Avenue 0 Memphis, 
who is employed as a i~neKal dire©tor for Ro S. Lewis and Sons 
at the same addres$ W@S interviewed at the Lorraine Motel 0 406 
Mulberry 0 Memphis., 

Mro JONES advised t~at he had been serving as 
chauffeur for Dr., MARTIN LTLMr?lE!ER RING 0 JR., on Dr., KING's last 
trip to Memphis" He believed that he had started driving for 

1 Dr" KING on Apri 1 lo 1968,. He stated that Reverend JAMES LAWSON 
of Memphis had requested him to d~ive Dr., KING while he was in 
Memphis., 

, On Wednesday nighto April 3 0 19680 Dr" KING spo~e 
at the Mason Temple in Memphis and after the speech returned 
to the Lqrraine Motel 0 406 Mulberry0 Memphis., Dr., KING tQfd 
him to r~port back to the Lorraine Motel. on Thursday mornip.gq 
April 4c l968Q at. 8gJO a.,mo fl as lD.t'o KING was due to go .to 
court in Memphis in rega~d to a restraining ordero 

Mr. JONES stated that on Thursday morningo April 4, 
19680 he returned to the Lorraine Motel at about 8i30 a.m~o 
which motel i$ located at 406 M~lberry. He stated this motel 
is located on the east side of Mulberey Street and is bordered 
on the north by Huling Avenue and on the south by East Butler. 

He advised that h~ parked the carcwhich was used to 
drive Dro KING and whi~h car was a 1967 Cadillac and belonged 
to the R~ s. Lewis and Sons Fu~eral Eome 0 in the parking area 
of the Lorraine Motel. Ee parked thi$ car in front of Room 
207 which i~ on the ground level of the Lorraine Motelo The 
car was headed into the motel area which would have been in an 
easterly directiono 

A short time after he arrived Reverend ANDREW YOUNG6 
an associate of D~o KINGv d©~tacted JONES and stated that Dro 
KING was not going to go to court on the morning of April 4o 
19680 ~nd YOUNG was going to go to court. Reverend YOUNG 
informed JONES that h® wa~ to re~ain at the motel as Dro KING 
was to later that day addre$s the sanitation workers~ 
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JONES advised that he remained at the Lorraine 
Motel and ate his lunch at the motelo At about 3g00 p.m~q 
April 4Q 1968, Reverend BILLY KIZER (phonetic), a minister'in 
Memphiso infoxmed JONES that Dro KING and other members of his 
staff were going to have dinner at Reverend KIZER-' s home at 
about 5g00 p .. mo, April 4q 19680 . 

Mro JONES stated that Dro KING did not leave the 
motel area the entire day of April 4u 1968~ and JONES stated 
that he stayed in this area the entire dayo 

He advised that Dro KING and his group did not leave 
the motel at 5 i 00 p~·'° I) as had been originally mentioned to him 
by Reverend KIZER.. A:t approximately 6:00 pom'.o u April 4, 1968, 

. JONES noticed Dr.. KING come out of ~ room on the balcony . ' 
level of the Lorraine Motel which room was north of Room'306 
where Dr. KING was residing .. Dr .. KING proceeded to Room 306 
and as he was about to enter the room Dro KING told JONES to 
star~ the car as they were preparing to go to dinner. JONES 
stated he started the car and Dro KING went into R66-' 306 
where he was staying with Reverend ABERNATHY. , 

Dr.. KING came out. of Room 30,6 a short time later and 
was standing on the balcony area in front of Room 306a At this 
time Dr~ KING was fully dressedo Dr .. KING wa~ looking from the 
balcony level down to JONES who was standing beside the car on 
the ground leveL JONES advised the car was still parked in· .. 
front of Room 207. Dro KING was talking to JONES about the '. 
weather and JONES stated he told Dr .. KING he should put on 
a topcoat as it was cool outsideo He stated that he was 
looking up at Dro KING during this conversation and Dro KING ' 
was facing west and that heo JONES~ was facing,easto Dr. KING 
acknowledged JONES concerning obtaining his topcoat. 

JONES stated while be was still looking_ at Dro KING 
he heard a sound which he thought was a fire cracker o Dr. KING ':, · 
fell to the floor of the walkway in front of Room· 3060 At this: 
point JONES could :see blood coming from Dr., KING!> and realized 
the sound was actu~lly a shot rath~r than a· fire crackero 
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JONES stated that he started s~reaming and calling for help 
and repeatedly called several times 00Dt"., KING's been shoto JI 

He advised that at the time of the shooting that 
JESSE JACKSON, a staff member of Dr .. KXNG 0 was·standing, at 
Room 305.. He also recal:led that Dr o K:11:l.iG as lawyer by the 
name of ESKRIDGE of Chicago 0 Illinois 0 was standing near,JONES 
on the grou_nd level. 

After seeing Dro KING bleeding and realizing th~t 
he was shota JONES stated that he and ESKRIDGE did not run 
to the side of Dro KING as others were coming to Dr .. KING!s ai•~~ .. 
Howeveru he and ESKR.IDGE turned west since that was the dire.ctioµ 
in which the shot had origin.at.edu and went toward Mulber_ry 
Street which street is located on the front portion of the 
motel., They ran about 5-Cll feet and stopped opposite . the 
office of the motelo JONES stated he and the lawyer both 
then looked around and 2aw nothing. JONES stated he ran 
about another ten. feet we$t and stopped at the edge of~ 
the sidewalk in front of .the motel and stood beside a brick wa-llf.i·. 
He stated ESKRIDGE also ran up to same area opposite him., 
He advised when he reached this po1nt he looked opposite the· 
point where he was standing which was also the driveway area. 
He looked opposite the driveway area toward the west side 
of Mulberry Streeto This area has a l~rg~ retaining walle 
Immediately above the retaining wa~l is a grassy area with some 
small shrubs and busheso This area is behind some bw.dings 
facing Sputh Main Streeto He got a quick glimpse of a person 
with his back toward Mulberry Streeto 

He estimated ilhe .- person be glimpsed would have been 
appr1?ximately 60 feet from where he was -standing. He pointed, 
out it was dusk d~rk and he merely got a quick glimpse of 
someone in that areae He stated that it was the back of this 
individual and he could not tell whether the person ~as 
Negro or whiteo This person was moving rather fast and he 
recal1$ that he believed he ·was wearing ~pme sort of light 
colored jacket with some sort of a hood or parkao He state~ 
this. person· apP,ie~red tQ }l.im to b~ ab9uth?' 11 °8 or a..::i little tall(;!r .. 
He d1a not see him earry1~g anythilrrug in is hand anu did not 
notice anything ~~ncerning his dres$ below his waist~ · - · 
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He said he could not tell anything. further about 
this individual and it could have been 'an officer, but he 
could not furnish any further details concerning this individual., ,, 

He related that he did not look to his left or south 
ow. Mulberry Street~ After taking a quick glimpse he immediately 
ran back to the motel area where Dr~ KING was locatedo He ran 
up the middle ·stairway of the motel which stairway was opposite 
Room 308~· As he was running up the stairway he noticed a red 
ambulance had arrived and he believed this ambulance was a Memphis 
Fire Department ambulanceo 

At this point he stated he was in such a state of 
shock that someone puthi.m in Room 308 and he had to lie down 
for a moment~ While thev were pl~cing Dr$ KING into the 
ambulancief LEE BERNAR'Q, an aide of Dr~ KING, came into Room 308 
and told him to calm down and for him to drive the car and 
follow DrQKING's ambulanc~ .. JONES stated he drove the car which 
had been used for Dr... KING and followed the ambulance to the · 
hospital. In the ca~ with him was Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and 
LEE BERNARDo 
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Rev~ BERNARD SCOTT LEE, 334 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta·,_ 
Gee.rgia, was interviewed at_ t~e Police Department, Memphis, -
Tennesse~, in the presence · /Lt~ TOM MARSHALL,: Homicide -
Bureau, Memphis Police Dep ,, -t ment ., ~v ~ LEE voluntarily 
furnished the fo'.llowing irif·o:nna tion: ,.!· 

Rev._ LEE stated that he came to Memphis on. April ~3\· 
19681 with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and had been staying .. 
at· the torraine Mote·l since his arrival. He- was registered · · 
in Room 205 and was ·alone in that room. "'He advised . that-
Dr. K~NG was register~d- in Room 306 with Rev. ABERNATHY rt~ and: 
their room was immediately above his .and one do~~ ~outh;'_'of .« 

· his .. unit. -:~- ~:c .- ~- -- '} .. 
l)!~ -, •. 

Rev. LEE stated· th~t he and Dr.; KING and ;-,~,11 members , 
of their party had been·.around the Lorraine Motel most of the 
day. He advised that he dressed for dinner and left his 
motel room. at approximately 5:,45 to 5:50. P.M.,. a~d went_·to th~ 
court ;yard of the. Lorraine _Motel where . he joined other·. 
member.s. of the st.a.ff· of;, the Southern Christi-an Leadershi-p.; ... · =·'· 
Confere~ce (SCLC) -and ·1ocal cepitnuni ty _people/_ ·}LEE'. state:d·i:=at· 

. .~. ' 

_ that time he ·:was_.··~tandi~g about ··three fe~t ·from···the: steps /'. :_, 
on the north ~nd -of the.'eou.rt y~rd which led to thC:l second 
floor of the motel.i, He· said· he saw Dr.-- KING come out of 
his room· at approximately 6:00 P-.M. a~d-·'Dr. KING walked out 

··on the balcony in front-of ·that room. :aev; LEE stated about. 
that time his attention was directed· to two fem.ale workers,· 
names unknownt who were following· one of the staff cars of 
SCLC as they drove ·1nto·the Lorraine.Motel.· He·said as he 
was looking at ·these, ·1ndividuals,··11e heard a _sh~t and· knows , 
that. the shot came .. from, across the·· street : in front of Dr· • 

. KING~s room and which would be coming, from the west.· _Rev. · 
LEE said he immediately -realized.-_that. this -was not a -fire­
cracker and ·th-at it was a sho't from 'a· high caliber rifle. 
Hel<said . he based this .on hj,s ·expe~ience in the t:J ." s. Air 

. ~~.t .· . : ~ ; . . 'ht~•.1ir\ttJ:~?~i 
,! ·•: , i~ ' 

< -i. ·, .~~·~\:' .. , 1,. :.·.--·~-- ••. 

.,,,·: 

Force and pointed out that he. has fired -the M-2 carbine -as 
well a.'s the , • .-22 ~aliber rifle-~ .' He said he immediately_ knew. 
that this was not·a blast from· a shotgun but from a high caliber 
rtfle·,. - Rev •. _ LEE: stated·:_lie- immediately leoked toward the 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4=/'-'l=l=/---'6:::..;::8=------
1 

Rev. BERNARD SCOTT LEE, 334 Auburn Avenue, Atlantft:/,­
Geergia, was interviewed at. the Policce Department, Memphis,••::·· 
Tennesse~, in the presence4(tiLt. · TOM MARSHALL,, Homicide · · 
Burea~, Memphis Police Dep~j'if,iment •. Rev t LEE voluntarily 
furnished the fol.lowing·_ information: ';.!• . , _ 

Rev. LEE stat~d that he came to Memphis on Apr11C'si 
19681 with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and had been staying, 
at· the Lorraine Mote·l since his arrival. He•w:as. registered · 
in Room 205 and was· ·alo~e in that room. "'Re advised . that:- . 
Dr.· K~NG was registere_d' in Room 306 with Rev. ABERNATHY~- and: 
their room was immediately above his and one· do0,.r, $.outh-:;cof : . 

· his unit· · · -':.:.. ~,~-,", 1 · , 1i· 
~~ ~ • C •0 • ~> ·~~• 

Rev. LEE stated th~t he and Dr,,{ KING and ~.~ll members: .... 
of their party had been·. around the Lorraine Motel most of the 
day. He: advised .·that he dressed for dinner and left his 
motel_ room. at approxima;tely s·:.45 to s·: SO. P.M, a~d went:·to. th~ - . . 
court ·,yard of the: Lorraine Motel where.· he jo:i!ned other·· .. :' ,,. ·. . · . ·; 
membe;r.s. of .the sta=:f~ · ~f .. , the S~uthern Christi:a:n·.:Lead~rsb~J>,,,.: __ ,J .. · •· ,~l?~~~t·~-!)!~;;\1 
Confere:q.ce (SCLC),' and local c0r,,.munity. peoplel ._.LEE. ~ta;te·4•,·1~t' . ,:. . .:.,ii, · · 

. that time. he .was. :.~tandi~g abo~t. three feet ·from'· the· ste.p:s · ',·:, .· ,::.),:':-'- ,· ,,. ..... , ... 
on the north e,nd -of the, court yard which led to the second ,, 
floor of the moteli·, He said. he· saw Dr.' KING come out of 

· . his room' at· approximately 6: 00 P .M. a~d · ·nr. KING . walked out · 
on the balcony in front -of that room., .Rev.· LEE stated about. 
that time his at·tention· was directed to two female workers,

1 

names unknown, who were following one of the staff cars of 
SCLC as they drove into .· the Lorraine ,Motel. · Be said ·as he 
was looking.at ·th~se individuals,>he heard a·sn.ot. and knows 

. that_ the shot came·' from 1 across the· stree,t tin front of Dr. · ' 
_ KING 9 s · room and which would be coming, from the west • · . Rev. · 
LEE said he immediately real:i,zed. _that ttds -was- not a ·-fire­
cracker .. and ·that :Lt was a shot from 'a, high caliber rifle. 
He~1sa;d. he based this -on h~s- experience in the u." s. Air 
Force· and pointed out that he_: ~as fired -the. M-2 carbine_ -as . 
well a·s the ,~,22 caliber rifle-~ . He said .he immediately knew. · 
that this was not a blast from a shotgun but from a high caliber 
ri_:fle-. Rev •. LEE: statedt he ~mmediate1,- looked toward .the 

- ~- '• C l ~' 
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buildings which were to t~e west of him but said he did not 
see anyone in any of th~ windows of these buildings who could 
have fired that shot. He said he only recalls seeing some 
white police officers who had shotguns but knew at the time 
that this shot was not from~ shotgun but from a high caliber 
rifle. Rev. LEE s~id he turned ~nd looked at Dr. KING and saw: 
that he had fallen back and was lying on th~ floor of the 
balco_ny. He si.aid he believed thmit he Si:01\V Dr. KINGts hands 
leave tke railing of the balcony and that this indicated to 
him that Dr. KING was le~ning over the b~lcony rail at the 
time of the shooting. Rev. LEE said be saw Rev. YOUNG 
running up the steps which were on the north end of the motel 
leading up to the second floor~ ~nd he imm~diately started 
to where Dr. KING WiaSs following behind Rev. YOUNGo He said 
when he re~ched Dr. KING 9 Dr. KING w~s lying on the balcony 
floor in a large pool of blood. He advised that he could 
tell that~ bullet had torn out~ section of the right side 
of Dr. KING~s face between the high cheek bone and the 
lower bone of the jaw. Rev. LEE said he immediately asked one 
of the police officers who had rushed to Dr. KING to call an 
ambulance and he said ~n ambulance ~ppeared on the scene 
shortly thereafter. 

Rev. LEE pointed out that he only heard one shot and 
is of the positive opinion that this shot came from a high 
powered rifle and defi~itely not ~ny type of a shotgun. He 
advised he did not see anyone fleeing the area around the 
motel who might have any connection with the person who shot 
Dr. KING and st~ted that at the time of the shooting he did not 
see anyone on the balcony of the m~tel with Dr. KING. 

'-. 

Rev. LEE continued by tBidvis.ing that the only in­
dividuals he can identify by name who\were in the court yard 
of the Lorraine Motel ~t the time of the s"ll'ilooting were Rev. 
ANDREW YOUNG, Attorney CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, rand- Mr. SOLOMON 
JONES. Rev. LEE st~ted that there were other individuals 
at the motel at the time of the shooting but he cannot 
identify them by n~me. Rev. LEE st~ted th~t Rev. ABERNATHY 
was in Room 306 at the time of the shooting and was probably 
the first person to ~rrive at Dr. KING 9 s side after the 
shooting. Rev. LEE stated th~t when he ~rrived at the place 
where Dr. KING was lyi~g, Dr. KING w~s unconscious but did 
~ttempt to make some sounds which he could not understand. 
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·ReYo LEE ~dvi~ed tb~t Dr. KEN@ W$S put i~ ~n ambulance, and 
Rev. ABERNATHY a©comp&nied him t@ the h@spital. 

Rev. LEE mdwised th~t ~e hms n@ ide$ who iG 
responsible for shooting DrQ KING &llld said he noticed nothing 
at the time of the slmooting whiieh migl'mt be of val-ue to identi-fy 
this individual. He reiterated that he was not looking at 
Dr. KING at the.time he was shot bV.:Rt w&J.s l@oking in the area 
of the court y~rd around the tor~aifil® Motel. He stated these. 
are all of the facts that he ©&n· ~e©~ll at the p~esent time · 
regardifilg _the shooting of DrQ KIN@ ~~d the events which h~ppened 
immediately after the sb@@tiug. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 . 
4/9/68 Date ---'----'--------

Rev., ANDREW J. YOUNG 9 1088 Veltre Circle, So W. ~­
Atl~nta, Georgia 9 h@me telephollll.e '153-832({) 9 business tele­
phone 522-1420, w~s inte~wiewed hy D:etectiwe a. Ro DAVIS, 
Homi~ide Bureau 9 · Memphis i, Teimmvessee ~ Poli<C3<e Department,· ·and 
SA EUGENE G. DOUGLASS at the Memphis ~li~e Department at 
$?.ppr«»:1dma·tely 11 :OO P 0 M 0 

Rev. YOUNG advised th~t he is the Executive Vice 
Pr~sident of the Southern Christi~n Leadership Conference 
(SCLC). He stated that on April 4 9 _ 19fli8, at approximately. 
6:00 P.M. he was ~t the Lgrr~ine Motel, 406 Mttlberry 9 Memphis~ 

He advised that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER- KING, JR., 
occupied Room 306 of th'is motel 9 and Rev. YOUNG occupied 
Room.209. He stated that at approximately 6:00 P.M., April 4, 

, 1968, · they were preparing to go t@ dinner with other members · 
of the SCLC staff. He advised th~t Dr. KING was standing on 
the second floor on the balcony pcrtien of the motel and Rev. 
YOUNG was down· in the court yard just below Dr. KING. He 
advised that D~o KING came CQt o~to the balcony in front of 
Room 306 Gf the llllOtel and C$lled dlG}Wlll tc MJt".o,· SOLOMON JONES, 
JRo, who was standing on the ground level and advised · 
Mw..•~. JONES to start the m@t(O)r of the c~r. Rev. YOUNG stated 
that he overheard Mr;~k JONES say to Dr. KING~ 0 1 think you 
need a coat"0 and then Rew. YOUNG adwisied th$lt a staff member 
drove up in a- car on the driveway of ·t~e motel, and he turned 
-away to look at this individual. 

At this point be stated ~e he~rd a sound and thought 
it was a firecracker but then 'h® liO)@ked up and observed.Dr. 
KING lying en his back ~n the floor of the balcony cf Room 
306. Rev. YOUNG stated h~ r~n up the stai~s to Dro KING and. 
o'bserved·tB:aat Dro KING w~s seriously.wou!lldedo He then looked 
across the street a~d Gbsened police officers coming from 
the area where he thought t~~ shot may have ceme from but 
stated be observed n~ one ~lse. 

,. Rev. YOUNG achrised that the police cffieers then 
called for a Memphis Fire D$partment ~mbulance and he stated 
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he helped cover Dr. KIN@ with 2 bl~~ket and stated he observed 
that Dr. KING was-losing blood rapidly. He stated that at 
this time he checked Dro KINGts pulse a~d n@ted it was very 
strong. He stated this was just prior t@ the arrival of the 
ambulance, but he noticed bl@@d coming from the wound on the 
right side of Dr. KINGes ne©k. 

Revo YOUNG st&ted that whe~ he ~eferred to the area 
from which he ·thought the shot bad come, ~e was referri~g 
to a large clump of bushes which is-located on the west side 
of Mulberry· dire~tly @pposit@ from the area where Dr. KING's 
room was located. He p©inted out that the motel is located 
on the east side of Mulberryo ~estated he was standing 
on the ground level below»~. KING talking to a staff member, 
whose name he could not ~ecall 9 whe~ be memrd the sound which 
he, later determined tc be a gu~s~ot. He stated that be.would 
net· have been able to cbsene a fl~sh from a gun being fired 
on the west side of Mulberry ~s the swimming pool wall 
blocked his view from th&t areao 

He pointed out th2t immedi$tely after seeing Dr. 
KING fall he ran upstairs to assist Dr. KING and then looked 
across the street but did ~ot see ~ny cars leaving the scene 
in a hurry and saw no individuals w~o he f®lt could have been 
responsible for the sho@ting. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 151 1968 

CEOLAR SHAVERS, 610 F Brownmall, Clayborn Homes, 
Memphis, Tennessee, fµrnished the following information: 

She advised that she formerly was employed as a maid 
at the Lorraine Hotel and Jl,lotel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee; and that she was on duty on the 11:00 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. shift on April 3 and 4, 1968. 

She also stated that sometime around 6:00 p~m. on 
April 4, 1968, pursuant to instructions from her employer$ 
Mr. WALTER BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Hotel and Motel, she was 
proceeding along the second level of the motel on the balcony 
in a southerly direction to clean two rooms, which had not been 
taken care of by t~e ~aid assigned to these rooms. It was 
not normally her responsibility to clean these rooms, but 
the other maid left work at about 5:30 p.m. without attending 
to them. 

She stated she had not as yet passed Room 306, but 
estimated that she was in front of Room 304 proceeding in the 
direction of Room 306 when she heard what she thought was a shot. 
She stated the sound was very loud, and caused her to drop some · 
sheets, which she had been carrying, and that it frightened 
her quite a bit. · 

She stated that right after hearing the sound, she 
looked down into the courtyard parking lot area, and saw many 
people beginning to assembl·e. She advised that she then looked. 
in a northwesterly direction toward some buildings where she, 
believed the sound came from. She stated that she did not see 
anyone, and definitely did not see anyone in the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street nor did she see anyone running away 
from these bushes. 

She also stated that she had been employed at the 
Lorraine for about six weeks, and during that time cannot 
recall seeing or hearing anything suspicious nor anything which 
she would consider to be connected with the assassination of 
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

She further advised that after being startled by the lou~ 
noise,which sounded to her like a shot, she was very- frightened 
and did not look at DR. KING. She did not see him get hit. 
She did look at him shortly thereafter, and saw him as he fell 
to the ground. She remembers looking ~t his feet as he fell.~ 

She stated she then quickly went down the steps to 
the ground level, and recalls nothing else relating to the 
sound. ,-;: . ::·1 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date 4 /12'68 

WALTER LANE BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Motel and Hotel, 
406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennesseet furnished the followi'ng 
information: . 

He has owned the Lorraine Motel and Hotel since 1945 
and Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had stayed there on approximately 
twelve occasions since 1958. To the best of his knowledge, 
Dr. KING had never received any threats on his life while staying 
at the hotel: To--~is knowledge, n~ one,._had been acting in a 
suspic;:ious manner~-such as asking questions about Dr. KING['s 
whereabouts, nor had he heard ofanyone walking or driving up 
Mulberry looking as if he were ,,casingrr or "sizing up 11 -the 
-location during any of Dr. KINGfs_ yisits. - . 

. ~ . -· 
He stated he did not know Dr. KING very well but ·be­

lieved he was acting very strangely on April · 4, 1968. He ts•r-.ili'.':-t'hat 
Dr. KING norma;tly was very_-busines$like in manner and ne"U" "joked 
around 11 but on "that date at the motel he was very jovial and was 
"teasing and cutting up 1

'.. He belie'ved this type of behavior was 
out of-character with Dr. KING's pas~ activities and thought it 
strange but could attach ~o meaning or significance to it. · 

Mr. BAILEY said he heard what he thought_ was a shot 
at approximately 6:00 p.m., on Aprjl 4, 1968, while he was in 
the northern lower section of his hotel. He could feel the 
aitire hotel shake when the shot werit off. He ra.n outside and 
looked up and saw Dr. KING iying on the balcony in•front of his 
room, which was #306. He said confusion was all around the 
hotel an he could not recall any details·after looking up at 
Dr. KING. 

He said he had absolutely no information or thoughts 
on the assassination of Dr. KING but would notify the FBI 
should he acquire any information of value. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/12 /68 

OLIVIA HAYESj maid~ Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis 1 Tennessee, advised that she· was 9n 
duty ·at that motel from 12:00 noon until 8:0(? p.m., Apt:il 3 and 
4, 1968. . 

I 
She advised that she was i "cleaning up 11 the rooms on 

April 3, 1968, and worked as a desk clerk on April 4, 1968~. 
t ,1.' 

She advised that she was not in a position to observe 
anyone on Mulb~rry Street on Apr11·3, 1968, since she was 
cleaning up on the inside. She further advised that she could 
not observe Mulberry Street from hil:fr location behind· the desk 
on April 4, 1968, and did not see ~nyone on Mulberry when'she 
took · her work breaks . · 

HAYES said thatrn one made inquiries concerning Dr. 
KING to her and no one acted suspiciously on either date, that 
she could recall. 

She stated she could rec~ll nothing relating to ~he 
assassination of Dr. KING and could furnish no -~riformation at 
all. 
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F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4.._/....,1=2.,_/=6-=8-~~--,-

MARY ELLEN NORWOOD, Desk Clerk and cook, Lorraine 
Motel and Hotel, 406 Mulberry Street 1 Memphis, Tennessee, 
furnished the following information: · 

She worked from 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., April 3). 
and April 4, 1968, at the Lorraine Hotel in the kitchen ··· · 
cooking food. She heard a shot around 6: 00 p, m. on April 4 ,.. 
1968, and ran out of the kitchen, out the back door on the ~ 
eastern side of the hotel, looked around, but saw nothing 
and re-entered the hotel and ran out of the main entrance 
on the east side of the hotel. She looked up and saw Dr. 
KING lying on the balcony in front of room 306, but at no 
time did she look in a westerly direction towards South Main 
Street. She said she has no other information concerning the 
a~sassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and would 
immediately n9tify the FBI should she.recall or obtain any 
further information. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date·_-=4=/--=1=2~/6.=:...,8;:c._. __ ---,-_ 

EUNIS E. MILLER, cook and waitress, Lorraine Motel ~n.d 
Ho~el., 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that 
she worked at the hotel from 7:00 a.m. until _3:30 p.m .. on ··· 
April 3 and 4; 1968~· She said she had absolutely no infor; 
mation regarding the assassination of Dr. 11ARTIN LUTHER KING~·• 
JR., as she worked insi:l e the hotel both days and was not ·: • 
outside at all during her working hours. 

She advised she would notify the FBI should she . 
~emember or obtain any information regarding the assassination. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ Ap_r_i_l_l __ 0_,_1_9_6_8 ___ _ 

-!~. GUY WARREN CANIPE, JRo 9 1078 Brower Road~ 
M~mphis, Tenness~e 9 telephon~ nwnber. 324-0344, owner of· 
Canip~ Amusement Company 9 424 South Main Street,. Memphis, 
Tennesg~e, telephone numbe~ 525-0439~ furnished the following· 
information to Lt Q J. D. BA1\1BY 9 Homicide Bureau 1 Memphis '. · · 
Police Department 9 and Special Agell!t FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON:. 

He has been in business in the South Main Street 
ar~a f~r the past twenty year~~ Hi~ st~r~ had been closed 
and unattended most of the day 9 Ap~il 4i 1968 9 he having· 
been,with Mr,. ElOWIN BODENHEIMER, 180 Clat>k Plaoe, Memphi~, 
one of hi~ competitors and a ~lose friend, during the day~ 
He had left his store around-9:00 or 9:30 A.M. and did not 
return until after 5:00 P.Mo · 

Soon after he returned, two Negro males came into 
his store and started looking at phonograph records on some,.··; 
shelves on the south side of the store near the front door/ 
He had.been playing records on a "jukebozu located toward·tb.e 
:front of the store$ He did not hear a shot or noise· which ~•-,· 
he·thought might be a shot anytime around 6:00 P.M. One of° 
the Negro men was overheard by him /Subsequently to. say that 
he, the customer, did hear a shi0t o · · 

f ·. , · - :·· r:-/1,1,·.i:=,:t ·'.: 

Sometime around 6:00 PoMo (although he has no way 
of· fixing. the time), hie· heard a ~vthudn in the vicinity of 
the front· door of his storeo He looked up to observe ·a 
bundle lying in front of the door to his storeo He pointed 
out that the front door of his store is offset o~ located in 
a· recess off the sidewalk., Almost simul t.aneously as he looked 
up after hearing th.i.s ttthud~ 99

· he saw a white man walking· 
south on the sidewalk in front-of his storeo 

After hesitating.momentarily, Mr~ CANIPE walked 
cut onto t·he sidewalk 9 looking in both directions to see 
what happened to the man who obviously had dropped this 
bundle~ As ~e did this, a white small car, possibly .a compact, 
pulled away from the curb on the east side of Main Street 
at a point just south of his store. There was only one man 
in the carp namely the drivern. · 
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When Ml". CANIPE looked no~th on Main Street .he. 

' '' 

saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk on the 
east side of Main 9 app:r-©a©hing Mr a CANIPE~ this Deputy having 
his revolver drawn~ Mw~ CANIPE~ concluding that something· · 
unu~ual had just o~curred 1 immediately stepped back into' 
his store. This Deputy proceeded south on the sidewalk past 
his store, not stopping~ A short time later after other' 
officers had arrived, he saw this same Deputy·and talked 
to himo He does not know his name~ 

After additional officers arrived 9 their attention 
was called to the bundle lying to the front of CANIPE's store_~ 

As to the contents of the bundle or package which 
he observed, he pointed out that it appeared to be a rather 
large pasteboard box about the size he would expect a shotgun 
or rifle to be shipped in. The top of this box was ajar and 
he observed a portion of a gun barrel. There was some type 
cloth over the top of this bundle 9 which cloth was green· in 
color and which impressed him as possibly being a curtain of 
some kind. In obse~ying this bundle he noticed that the 
pasteboard bo~:ct-i'tie word nsrowning 99 on it~ Ue also saw 
some type of suitcase or brief case underneath-the c~oth~ 

As to the parking situation in front of his stor~., ... • .. , 
Mr. CANIPE furnished the following information: 

In front of his store on the east side of Main 
there are three parking space@ between a fire plug ang a 
driveway south of his storeo He usually is able to park 'in 
one of these spaces. Howeverj when he arrived at-his store 
after 5:00 PeM~ 9 April 4 9 1968j all three of these spaces 
were filled and he had to park his 1962 red station wagon at 
a point south of the above mentioned driveway. He does not 
recall noticing the make and model of the three cars parked 
in these spaces 9 but he is certain that there was a white 
smaller car~ possibly a Valiant or Comet 9 parked in the 
parking spa©e nearest hi~ door (which will be referred to 
as parking ~pace number one). He does not recall the cars 
parked in spaces two and three ~ Ytl:lth of this white car; 

I•. ·, 

•• i • 

He i~ certain in hi® own mind that the white small 
car he saw pull away from the curb as he looked out of his 
door 9 as outlined above 1 was parked in either number two. 
parking space or number three parking space 9 but he does not · ·":,;' · ,. 
know which.of these spaces this car was parked in. He cannot 
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