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further describe the car that pulled away, but he heard one
of the Negro male customers tell the Police that this car
that pulled away was a Mustang. He definitely knows the -
car was white and was sure that the car was a smaller car, .
possibly a compact car, rather than a full-size average
American car such as a standard model Ford or Chevrolet,

He stated that it would be his judgment that the car was

at least a 1965 or later model. He did not observe the
license plates at all. , : -

Bagsed upon the period of time which elapsed from
the time he heard the "thud” near his front door until the
time he walked out of his front door and saw the white small
car pulling away, coupled with the fact that he did not see
a man proceeding south on the sidewalk as he locked south,
Mr. CANIPE feels that the man who had dropped or thrown the
bundle in front of his store was the man driving the white
- small car away from the curb, as outlined above. He only
knows that this man in the small white car drove north on
Main past his front door. He does not know whether the
car turned off Main Street at the next block or whether it
continued to proceed north on Main Street. He does not
think that the car was traveling unusually. fast and he did
not hear the tires ‘'screech” as the car left,

As to a description of the man who dropped the .
bundle and walked south on Main past his store, Mr. CANIPE
stated that he only had the opportunity to view this man
momentarily, seeing the back of this man. He stated he saw
the man's back and the man’s left side only. He stated he
did not see the man's face unless possibly he got a '
fleeting glance at the left side of the man's face., Mr,
CANIPE furnished the following description of this man:

Race: Yhite

Sex: Male . _
Age: 25 - 30, possibly older
Height: 510" - 6° .

{at first placed height at
6 feet but on reflection
stated man might be shorter
and in no event could he
be certain as to approxi-
mate height) _
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Weight: 178 = 200 pounds :
(at first estimated weight
at 170 - 185, stating if
man is #s tall as 6 feet
then he might weigh as much
as 200, as he gained
impre951on man was Ychunky"):

Build: "Chunky®

Hair: Dark, cut normally
(definitely bareheaded):

Dress: Gained impression man wearing

dark colored suit

Over-all Impression: Very clean, neat in appearance;

clean cut.

Mr. CANIPE advised that no one was in his store at
the time of the above related incident other than the two
Negro: males, one of whom hag been purchasing records from
him in the past, the other not being recalled as a former
customer. He stated that he cannot recall any other persons
in the immediate vicinity at the time, and the next person
he saw after seeing the unknown man who dropped or threw
down the bundle was the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff who
was walking rapidly on the east side of Main Street toward
CANIPE's store, having his gun drawn, when Mr. CANIPE looked
out the door as outlined above. He described this Deputy
a8 a white male, age twenty to thirty, bareheaded, 5'10",

165 pounds, wearing a Sheriff's Office uniform and definitely
having the Shelby County Sheriff‘s Office insignia on his arm,
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1 Date ___April 10, 1968

Mr., BERNELL FINLEY, 1468 Kyle, Memphis, Tennessee,
home telephone number 275-6524, who stated that he is an ’
offgset pressman at the Church @f God in Christ Publishing
House, 930 Mason Street, Memphis, Tennessee, telephone
number 526-1169, was interviewed at his home by Lt. J. D,
HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police Department, and
Special Agent FRANKLIN L., JOHNSON, He furnished the
following information:

He got off work at approximately 5:20 P.M.,
. April 4, 1968, and he and a fellow employee, JULIUS GRAHAM

- drove in Mr, FINLEY’S car, a 1964 white, four-door Rambler,.

. directly to Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street,
where they wanted to look over some old phonograph records.
As they proceeded north on South Main Street to the viecinity.
of this store, they observed that all of the parking spaces
in the block in front ¢of CANIPE's store on the esast side of
Main were filled with automobiles. They continued north on
South Main to Huling Street, turning right and parking Mr,
FINLEY’s cary near a driveway under construction in the first
block east of Main Street. They walked directly to Canipe
Amusement Company. He estimated they arrived there about
5330 P.M, There were no customers in Canipe Amusement
‘Conpany other than Mr., FINLEY and Mr, GRAHAM., The two of
them proceeded to look at old records in shelves on the south
side of the store near the front of the store, The owner,
Mr. CANIPE, was playing the "jukebox,"

Sometime around 6:00 P.M,, Mr. FINLEY heard a
noise that sounded iike a shot, He does not know whether
Mr, GRAHAM or Mr., CANIPE heard this noise, as they said
nothing and he said nothing. He attached no. particular
significance to hearing this noise at the time, but continued
to look at records. Shortly thereafter and certainly within’
a matter of just a minute or so, he heard a second noise near
the front door of CANIPE's store. He, Mr, GRAHAM, and Mr.
CANIPE all immediately looked to the front door where they
Saw a box or package or bundle lying immediately in front
of the door of this store. As his attention was attracted
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to this box or package, he also saw a man walking rapidly .
south on the sidewalk on the east side of Main, it being.
obvious that this was the person who had dropped or thrown
the package in front of CANIPE's store, there being no one
else around in that area and the box or package not having
been there earlier.

Mr. FINLEY recalls that Mr. CANIPE walked up to
the door and Mr., FINLEY followed him, Mr., CANIPE opened
the door and started outside but immediately backed up and
said, "Get back, there'’s some kind of trouble out here and
I don't want no part of it."” Immediately thereafter, Mr,
FINLEY saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk
south on Main, with his gun drawn, this Deputy not stopping -
but continuing south on Main in the same direction in whigh
the above mentioned unknown man had walked, A few minutes
thereafter he saw this same Deputy in front of CANIPE's store
with his gun still drawn looking up as though he were trying
to observe the upper stories of the buildings in the vicinitys

A number of other officers arrived immediately thereafter, i

all of them being on foot.

Just about the time that Mr, CANIPE started out
of the front door of the store, Mr. FINLEY heard the "sqreeah"
of tires and looked up to see a white Mustang speeding north
on Main past CANIPE’ store,

Mr. FINLEY explained that there was a car parked
in front of CANIPE's store and therefore he did not get a
full view of the car which had sped away, but he did see
the rear portion of the roofline, as well as the trunk of
the speeding car, and there is no question in his mind that
this was a white car and there has been no guestion in his
mind but what the car was a Mustang. -

At the time this car sped away, Mr. FINLEY stated
that he did not associate the speeding white Mustang with
the man who had dropped the box or package, but after he

learned what had occurred and after reflecting on the matter,

he is now of the opinion that the man who dropped the package
and walked south on the sidewalk past CANIPE's store was

probably the man who got into the white Mustang and sped away .

from the area, going north on Main., As nearly as he can
recall the seguence of the events, this white Mustang sped
away from the curb moments before the Deputy Sheriff walked -
south past CANIPE's store. ’
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As to the cars in the parking spaces in front of
and to the south of CANIPE’s store on the east side of Main,
Mr., FINLEY advised that the car in the fivst posgition (that
is, the car in front of CANIPE's store) was there when he
first arrived at CAWIPE's storé and was there when he
eventually left the area. He stated that after he had been
gquestioned by Police and left CANIPE’s store, there were
no other vehicles immediately behind the car in front of
CANIPE's store. He stated he was not in position to tell
whether the speeding white Mustang pulled away from a parking
space immediately behind the car which remained parked in
front of CANIPE's store, or whether possibly it pulled away
from a parking space farther south of this point.

Mr. FINLEY stated that he simply did not observe
whether there was one or more occupants in the speeding
Mustang, and he did not observe the license plates on this
Mustang, He stated that the Mustang was one of the standard
varieties and not the “"Fastback" variety of Mustang.

Mr. FINLEY stated that the first person he saw
in the area after his attention was first attracted by the
dropping of the box was the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff
with a revolver in his hand, and he knows of no one other .
than himself, Mr. CANIPE, and Mr. GRAHAM who saw the man
in question and who saw the white Mustang apeed away from
the area, going north on Main.

As to the box or package dropped or thrown down
by the unknown man, Mr, FINLEY stated that he observed a
pasteboard box about 4 feet x 6 or 8 inches x 3 or 4 inches,
having a tag of some kind on it, the top to this box being
partially off to the point where he could see from one foot
to 18 inches of the barrel of a gun. Eventually he observed
that thig gun was a rifle with a scope on it. There was ,
some type of luggage, approximately 2 feet x 14 feet x 6 or
8 inches, larger than an attache case, and some type of
cloth folded over both of these items,

Mr. FINLEY stated that after the above mentioned
armed Deputy Sheriff walked past CANIPE's store and after

some other officers had arrived and were in front of CANIPE'S

store, Mr, CANIPE motioned to the officers from inside

- CANIPE'’s store, attracting the attention of one of them and
pointing out the items left in front of the store and ‘
explaining to them what had occurred.
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Az to a description of the unknown man who dropped
or threw down the package, Mr. FINLEY pointed out that he
gaw this man only momentarily, the man not taking over one
or two steps while still im Mr. FINLEY's view. He stated
that he "only got a glimpse of the man,” not seeing his
face except enough of the left side of the man's face to
tell that he was a white man., He furnished the following
degscription of this man: :

Race: White :
Sex: Male ' o
Age: Simply not in a position to

judge other than to state
that man was not an old man
{based upon the manner in
which he walked),
Height: 58" to 5'10" (Mr., FINLEY
' at first placed the height
at 5'6" to 5'8", stating
that his final estimate
was a little better than
a guess), -
Weight: Around 160 pounds (stating
‘ that hig estimate as to
weight would wvary depending
on the man's height, that
the man was not skinny and
not fat but had an average

build) °
Build: Average
Hair: Simply eannot recall observing

area of man's head; does not
recall whether wearing haty .

does not recall observing hair,

Dress: " Wearing dark suit

et
L
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1 Date __April 10, 1968

Mr., JULIUS L., GRAHAM, Apartment 5, 804 North
Fifth Street, Memphis, Tennesses, telephone number 527-3817,
enployed as gen@ral agsistant at the Church of God in
Christ Publishing House, 930 Mason Street, Memphis, Tennessee,
telephone number 526-31169, furnished the f@ll@wing information
to Lt., J. D, HAMBY, H@micide Bureaun, Memphis Police Department,
and Special Agent FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON:

He accompanied Mr. BERNELL FINLEY from their
place of employment to Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South
Main Street, Memphis, where they arrived about 5:30 P.M, -
on April 4, 1968, He recalls that as they approached the
store, proceeding north on Main Street, there were no parking
spaces on the east side of Main in the block in front of
this store. He also recalls that as they were looking for
a parking space there definitely were two white cars in
the parking spaces in front of and to the south of Canipe
Amusement Company. The second of these two white cars, or
the one slightly south of the CANIPE store was definitely a
white Mustang. He believes the other white car, the one in
front of CANIPE's store, was probably a white Rambler, He
cannot remember a third car being parked beliind the Mustang.
The Mustang he saw as they approached the store looking for
a parking place was the ordinary variety of Mustang rather
than the late model "Pastback” variety. He did not notice
the license plates on this Mustang.

Mr., GRAHAM ecventually parked Mr. GRAHAM's car
on Huling Street, east of Main Street. Mr. GRAHAM and Mr,
FINLEY thereafter walked to CANIPE's store and started
looking at phonograph records in shelves on the south wall
©of this store near the front of the store. Mr. GRAHAM did
not hear a shot or any other unusual noise while looking at
records until he heard the noise caused by a man dropping a
package on the sidewalk immediately in front of the front
door of CANIPE's store. He stated, however, that he saw
the man who dropped this package before he heard the noise,
He happened to be looking toward the front door, his attention
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having possibly been attracted by the footsteps of a running
man, He is not sure but he believes he heard the footsteps
of a man running and therefore locked toward the front door.
Almost simultaneously as he looked up and saw a man carrying.
a large package of gome kind, thiz man, who was walking
south on the sidewalk immediately in fromnt of CANIPE’'s
store, stepped to the left and dropped the bundle in the
recess in front of CANIPE's store and continued south on
Main Street, Mr. GRAHAM stated that in his opinion this
man was runnping rather than walking fast.

Mr, GRAHAM advised that the attention of both
Mr. CANIPE and Mr. FINLEY was attracted by what had occurred
when the man dropped the package, and all three of them
started looking toward the front of the store and at the
items which had been dropped. Mr. CANIPE started out of the:.

front door, and as he recalls, "leaned” out of the front door gﬁwﬁ

looking in either direction, following which Mr. CANIPE came
back in- the store and made some remark about some trouble
outside., Immediately after this a Deputy Sheriff walked
south on the east side of Main, immediately in front of
CANIPE's store, this Deputy passing the store and not stopping,
He saw no other persons in the vicinity until some additional
officers arrived on foot. Mr., GRAHAM later saw the same
Deputy Sheriff who had walked past the store in the area in
front of the store, still with his gun drawn., Eventually

Mr. CANIPE was able to get the attemtion of one of the
officers outside and pointed out the items in front of the
store and the circumstances surrounding the presence of these
items., WMr, GRAHAM observed a part of a gun barrel inside a
large pasteboard box and also observed what appeared to him

to be some type of green matting or cloth which appeared to

be wrapped around the box containing the gun.

Prior to the time the armed Deputy first ran south
past CANIPE’s doorway, Mr. GRAHAM heard tires "screech" and
observed a white Mustang to speed north on Main. The other
white car, which Mr. GRAHAM believed to be a white Rambler,
which had originally been parked in fromnt of CANIPE's store,
was still parked there at this time, and therefore his view
of the car speeding away was partiaslly obscured; however,
Mr. GRAHAM is positive that the car which sped away was a
white Mustang and there is no question im his mind but what
it was the same Mustang he had seen earlier when ki @M
Mr. FINLEY arrived in the vicinity of CANIPE's store, as
outlined above, He stated he did not observe whetherthere
was one or more people in this speeding Mustang.

76

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




ME 44-1987 | B

=

&s to a d@scripti@n of the man seen by Mr.,GRAHAM o
.@arrying 2 package and later dropping this package, running
south on Mainm, Mr, GRAHAM pointed out that he saw this :
person primarily from this person’s left side and saw hinm
‘only m@m@ntarily, but he believes he might recognize: him
if he sees him again. He furnished the f@ll@wing descripti@n

of that person:
Race: White o S e
. 8ex:s Male v
- Age: : 25 - 30
7 Height: BT - 5IgT
Wedght: , About 165 pounds -
Build: dverage (Mr, GRAHAM heard

M, CANIPE tell the Police L
that he thought the man had
a “chunky” build,. but :
Mr. GRAHAM got th@ definite * RERIR
impression of a man who was - o
neither thin nor fat but ST
who was average in build), A

oo

Hair: Dark (either black or dark '
E brown, normally eut), T
Tress: Dark clothing (@ith@r a aark _ L

suit or a dark dresgs-type
Jacket and slacks; no hat;-
: did not notice shirt or tie ,
- General Appearance: Neat and clean in app@aran@e,‘
: created inpression of a R
salesman or businessman,
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Date  4/12/68

Mr, EDWIN BODENHEIMER, 180 Clark Place,
Memphis, Tennessee, telephone number 275-9844, who
stated that he operates Shelby Amusement C@mpamy, _
975 Jam@s, Hemphis, Tennessee, wag interviewed at i‘
Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Maim. Street by
Lieutenant J, D, HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Momphis
;P@li@@ﬁnepartment, and SA FRANKLIN L, JOHNSON, He
furnished the f@ll@wing information:

\@g-
@% B @m April 4, 1968, he spent & good part of
: the day with Mr., G. W, CANIPE, & competitor and personal
-friemd, and he (Mr. BODENHEIMER) wes not at the Canipe _
-.AmuS@ment Company at any time on th@ afternoon or evening
- of April 4, 1968, _

. He stated that as an aid in heiping M, CANIPE
. to estimate what time Mr. CANIPE returmned to Canipe
Amusement: Company om the afternoon of April 4, 1968,
he recalled that it was 5:20 p.m. when Mr,»CAHIPE
- telephoned Mr. BODENHEIMER, and he would estimate that
Mr. CANIPE could have omly been at CANIPE's place: of e
business a few minutes at this time., Mr. BODENHEIMER
stated he could furnish no information which would be
‘0of assistance in the investigation of the shooting of
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING,
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NO. 2 ENGINE HOUSE,
MEMPHIS FIRE DEPARTMENT,
474 SOUTH MAIN STREET,.
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

(This section pertains to interviews
with firemen stationed at this house and with
police officers and sheriff's deputies who were
on duty at or near this fire house as a result of
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., being at the Lorraine
Motel located in the immediate vicinity of this

engine house,)
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Lt. JUDSON EUGENE GHORMLEY, Deputy Sheriff,
Shelby County Sheriff's Office, a white male, age 40,
residing at 4124 Ronnie Avenue, telephone 386-6034, furnished
the following information:

On fpril 4, 1968, he was assigned to Tactical
Unit 10, which congzsted of three vehicles and twelve officers,
both Beputy Sherifis and Memphis Police Officers. The
Deputy Sherifis,in addition to GHORMLEY assigned to Tactical
Unit 10 were W,-Jo BERRY, R. N, BAKER, W, A. DU FOUR, V, V.
DOLLAHITE, and R, W. MALEY. Memphis Police Officers assigned
to Tactical Unit 10 were Qfficers DOUCGLASS, GROSS DUNN,
LQNDERS WRIGHT and MORBIS

At about 6:00 PM on April 4, 1968, Tactical Unit 10
had stopped at the Memphis Fire D@gartmenﬁ Engine House
located at Main and Butler, about 3 block southwest of the
Lorraine Motel, and the unit was in that location when a
Negro male detective ram into the fire station and stated
that Doctor KING had been shot. Upon hearing this, the
members of Tactical Unit 10, including GHORMLEY ran east
on Butler to Mulberry and north on Mulberry toward the
Lorraine Motel. While en route, GHORMLEY observed a number
of Negro males and females standing on the balcony of the
motel pointing towards a building west of the motel, the
fvont of which was located on S. Main Street.

GHORMLEY saw Ofificer DU FOUR running up the stairs
of the Lorraine Motel toward the balcony where Doctor KING's
body was lying. DU FOUR was followed closely by Officer
BAXKER, DU FOUR and BAKEER, in that order, would have been the
first officers to reach KING,

GHORMLEY also saw Officer LANDERS scale a wall on
the west side of Mulberry Street and enter a back yard,
which he later determined to have been behind the bulldings
known as 418, 422% and 424 S. HMain Street.
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Seeing the people om the balcony pointing’tOWard
the building on Main Street, Officer GHORMLEY stopped and

retraced his steps around the fire station and ran north .,

on Main Street. As he approached the building at 424 S. N

Main, he noticed a suitcase, blue in color, a rifle box, which
was partly open and what appeared to be a blanket lying in

the doorway at 424 S. Main. He could see the barrel of a .
.rifle in the rifle box. At this time, a white male whose name.

he later determined was Mr. CANIPE, came to the door of 424

5. Main and advised him that a white male, who CANIPE des~
cribed as tall, a little om the heavy side, wearing a dark colored
possibly black suit, a shirt and tie, having dark colored

hair possibly black, moments before had deposited these

articles in the doorway and had then rum south on Main Street.

Using his walkie-talkie radio, GHORMLEY advised
his dispatcher of the information provided by Mr. CANIPE,
He also guarded the articles lyimg in the doorway So no o
one would disturb them. Upon talking: further to Mr. CANIPE,
he learmed from CANIPE that shortly after the white male who
left the above described articles in CANIPE's doorway, had
run south on Main Street, that CANIPE had noticed a white
Mustang automobile drive past that loclation at a high rate
of speed headed morth on Main. At thils time, Officer GHORMLEY
again used his radio to advisey his disspatcher of this '
information. ,

. The next officer to arrive at GHORMLEY's location
was Officer DOUGLASS, who drove the station wagon assigned to
Tactical Unit 10 from its locatiom at ﬁ&e fire station to
a location directly in front of 424 S. Main where Officer
DOUGLASS double parked the station wagom and aided im guarding
the evidence left by the above described white male.

The next officer at this location was Deputy
Sheriff Vv, V., DOLLAHITE, who approached the location from
the north on Main Street after having apparently circled the
block. About this time, Officers from the Memphis ﬁo?icide

Squad arrived at the scene and took charge. GHORMLEY!
estimated the total time lapsed .from th% time he heard that

|
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KIRG had been shot until bhe discovered the suitcase, gun and
blanket, was no more than 2 or 3 minutes. GHORMLEY does not
recall seeing a white Mustang parked along the area of S.
Main, which he covered during the time immediately following
the shooting, neither does he recall seeing anyone running
south on Main Street in this same area.

During the incident described above, GHORMLEY was
dressed in a khaki colored long sleeve shirt bearing the
insignia of the Shelby County Sheriff 's Department, and dark
green uniform trousers. He was not wearing a hat or helmet.
GHORMLEY recalls that Officer LANDERS, whom he saw scaling
the wall across from the Lorraine Motel, was dressed in
the usual Memphis Police Department uniform comnsisting of a
blue shirt and trousers. Officer LANDERS was not wearing a
hat or helmet. GHORMLEY recalls that there were 2 Negro males
in Camipe’'s Amusement Center at the time he was talking to
CANIPE, He thinks these person may also have seen the above
described white male deposit the gun, suitcase, and blanket
in CANIPE's doorway and may also have seen the white Mustang
speeding north on S. #Hain Street in front of CANIPE'’s store,.
He does not know the names of these Negroes.
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1 ‘ Date 4/13/68

Patrolman VERNON VERNARD D@@@AHITE Patrol
Division, Shelby County Sheriff's Office, residence
3330 Dawn Drive, Apartment 12, home telephone
358~8067, Memphis, Tennéssee, was interviewed by
Lieut@nant . 8. S@HULTZQ Homicide Bureauw, Memphis
Police Department, and SA FRANKLIN L, JOHNSON, at which
time he re-enacted his movements on the aft@rn@@n of
April 4, 1968, after he learned that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING had b@@n shot at the Lorraine Motel, He furnished
the following imf@rmati@m‘

: On Thursday, April 4, 1968, he was assigned
to Tactical Unit Neo. 10, consisting @f 12 men, half of

whom were Deputy Sheriffs and half of whom were police

officers, which unit was located at the fire station at
Main and Butler around 6:00 p.m., when he learned that

Dr. KING had been shot.

: Around 6:00 p.i,, he and other officers were

~ inside the fire station when he heard someone yell that
Dr. KING had been shot. He immediately ran out of the
door on the north side of the fire station, them ran
east toward the Leorraine Motel, jumping over a fenece,
and then dropping down about a 10=foot concrete retaining
wall which runs along the west side of Mulberry Street.
‘He then ran to the driveway on Mulberry Street, which
leads inteo the Lorraine Motel,to a point beneath the
balcony where Dr. KING's body was lying. He stated that
he heard an unkhown Negro male at the scene say, “"The
dirty m £ police shot him,*

As he ram into the driveway, he dropped his

firearm and had to stop momentarily and pick up the .
firearm, checking it briefly, and then continuing, After
‘going to the scene near where the body was lying amnd , R
determining that other officers were convergimg on the Ty
area, he immediately ran out of the driveway, running “y |
north on Mulberry Street to Huling and west on Huling G
Street to Main Street, then south on Main Street. As he
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ran out of the driveway at the Lorraime Motel, he was
Jjoined by an officer named MALEY, who ran alomng with him
to a driveway on the south side of Huling Street between
Mulberry and South Main Street. Officer MALEY stopped
at that point to observe, and DOLLAHITE kept running
toward Main.

Upon reaching Main Street and turnimg south
on Main Street, he saw no pedestrian traffic whatever,
He continued running south ot Main Styreet until he came
to Jim's Grill, a restaurant at 418 South Main Street.
The door was standing opem. He stepped inside, looked
around briefly, seeing customers sitting around eating
and drinking, and he announced to all present that no one
should leave that restaurant until the police had arrived
and approved their leaving. the premises. He then
pulled the door to the restaurant shut and continued
running south on Main Street.

As he came out of Jim's Grill and started
running south again, he observed some items lying in the
doorway to Canipe Amusement Company at 424 South Main,
At the time, he had no idea as to the sgignificance of
these items lying in that doorway. He did not stop but
kept running south on Maim past Canipe'’s, going a distance
of some 20 to 30 feet before stopping. His purpose in
running past Canipe’s was in order to look east around
the corner of the building in which Canipe’s is located
to see if he could observe anyomne running or any other
suspicious activity, DOLLAEITE stating that at this time
he, of course, did nmot know the point from which the gun
had been fired resulting in the killimg of Dr. KING.

Upon running 20 or 30 feet south of Canipe’'s,
he observed that there was no area at that location where
anyone could rum or conceal himself, there being some
large outdoor signs and a fence located just south of
Canipe's. In addition, he observed other officers running
north on Main on the east side of the sidewalk, coming '
from the directionm of the fire statiom, so that these
officers would have been in a positiom to see anyone
running or any other suspicious activity in the general
area in which DOLIAHITE was proceeding. He them turned
around and walked north on the east side of Main to the
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vicinity of the doorway to Camipe Amusement Company .
About this time other officers arrived on the scene
and took up a position arcound the items lyimg in front
of the doorway to Canipe Amnusement Company. Patrolman
DOLLAHITE then walked west across Maln Street im fromt
of Canipe Amusement Company and stationed himself

near a blue Camaro parked on the west side of Main
opposite Canipe Amusement Company.

Patrolman DOLLAHITE advised that he is poesitive
that after he arrived on Main Street, and until the officers
had given their approval, no person left the area on foot.
He is equally positive that no vehicle sped away from the
area around Canipe Amusement Company after he arrived on
Main Street, He stated that the only time he was not in
a position to observe the activity in the 400 block of
South Main after he first arrived there was during the
time that he stepped inte Jim's Grill, He stated, however,
that he was in this grill only momentarily and he is
certain in his own mind that he was not in Jim's Grill
long enough for anyomne to have run from either of the
exits to a rooming house at 422% South Main and thereafter
run to an automobile and leave the scene without his
having seen such activity,

With regard to the owner of Canipe Amusement
Company, a white man, and two customers inside Cahipe
Amusement Company, two Negro males, he stated that he saw all
three of these persons and was with a group of officers who
were talking teo these individuals. He stated, however,
that as he ran south on Main before leaving Canipe
Amusement Company, he did not see the white male, Mr.
CANIPE, step out onto the sidewalk. He stated that since
he was alone and one of the first officers to arrive in
this area, his essential purpose was first to attempt to
observe and locate any suspicious person who might be
attempting to leave the area, and secvndly, wherever he
saw any people in business houses or otherwise, he
instructed them to remain where they were so that officers
later checking the area would have an opportunity to:
interview everyone who was in the area as soon as possible.

Patrolman DOLLAHITE advised that after other
officers had arrived im fromt of Canipe Amusement Company,
and after he had learned during the conversation that
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one or more of the three persons ingide Canipe Amusement
Company reported hearimg the "squealing” of tires as a
white Mustang sped away from the area, he observed what
he regarded to be skid marks at & point approximately
one car length south of the doorway teo Canipe Amusement
Company. In pointing out the gemeral area where he
observed these skid marks, Patrolman DOLLAKITE observed
that there is gpace for three automobiles to park bhetween
the first driveway south of Canipe Anusement Company

{on the east side of Main) and a no parking zone around
a fire plug just to the north of this driveway. He
stated that he would estimate that the skid marks whieh
he observed were made by an auvtemebile parked imn the
center parking area, assuming all three parking spaces
were filled at the time.

As to automobiles parked on the east side of
Maln in the area in front of Canipe Anusement Company at
the time he arrived on the scene, he stated he canmot
now recall a description of the vehicles which he did
see. However, he does recall observing about & 1962
red Chevrolet station wagon which he believes was parked
in the first space south of the above-mentioned driveway.
He advised that he was also under the impression he had
seen this station wagon at another point just north of
this driveway and possibly the owner had meved the car
later on during the evening. He stated that there was an
automobile parked directly im front of Canipe Amusement
Company, but no automobile parked im the space immediateiy
behind the car in front of Canipe Anmusement Company.
It was in this blank space, or the number two position
south of Canipe Amusement Company, that he saw what he
thought to be skid marks and which appeared to have been
made as a car pulled away from that position goimg north
on Main Street.

- Patrolman DOLLAHITE advised that he had his
firearm in his hand at all times when he was in the 400
block of Main Street, and if the witnesses im Canipe
Amusement Company reported seeing a Deputy running south
on Main carrying a firearm, then undoubtedly these
witnesses were referring to him, Patrolman DOLIAHITE,
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TORRENCE N, LANDERS, Patrolman, Memphis Police
Department, furnished the following information:

On the aftermoon of April 4, 1968, he was a
member of Mobile Tactical Unit Ten which consisted of 3
vehicles. Shortly prior to 6:00 PM, theunit stopped at the
fire station located in the 400 block of S. Main Street
at E. Butler Avenue. Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., was
staying at the Lorraine Motel at the time, and the motel was.
located approximately one block from the fire station.
At approximately 5:50 PM on April 4, he heard a sharp sound
which resembled a firearm being discharged, however, no o
| - one else paid any attention to the noise and he paid no
further attention to it, however, a few moments later someone
in the fire station announced that Doctor KING had been shot,
He immediately left the fire station by the door on the
northwest cormer, ran along side the station to a retaining
" wall in back of the station which is also Mulberry Avenue.
He and another officer jumped down onto Mulberry Street
and ran to the Lorraine Motel where a group of Negroes
-were gathered on the walk beneath the balcony. There was
a great deal of turmoil, and he asked ome of the men .
present , from what direction the shot was fired. This individ- -
ual pointed to the second floor windows of a rooming house
on S. Main Street and said, "from over there." o

Officer FLANDERS immediately left the motel on
foot, ran across Mulberry Street, and leaping om an
empty 55 gallon drum which was on the sidewalk, he boosted . o
himself up onto the top of a retaining wall. ﬂb then searched -
the ground in back of the rooming house for footprints,
however, he found none with the exception of 2 footprints
near a cellar door. It had rained the previous day and
the ground was soft and any footprints would have been easily
noted., Just a few minutes later, he was joined im the search
by a deputy sheriff, who was wearing a light colored helmet,
LANDERS stated that he himgself, had no hat and he was wearing
a light blue Shirt no tie, and dark blu@ trousers,
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The ground level premises in the area were immediately
searched , however, nothing was revealed or noted connected
to this investigation. He also advised that in a matter of
a few minutes the area was swarming with officers who sealed
off the area in a effort to apprehend the imdividual responsi-
ble for shooting Doctor KING, He reiterated that he is 1
positive if anyone had been across the street from the
Lorraine Motel in the area behind the rooming house in the
400 block of S. Main Street, he would have been able to
observe the individualls footprints, however, none were noted,

g,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date _APril 16, 1968

CHARLES ELVIN STONE, 584 Orchard Drive, Memphis,
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Number Two Engine House,
Memphis Fire Department, 474 South Main Street. STONE advised
that he is a member of the Memphis Fire Depariment, and has been
in this employment for the past three years. He stated that he was
on duty at the Firehouse on April 4, 1968, and was a witness
to the shooting of DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that at
approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date, he was in the rear locker
room of the Fire Department; and was looking out the back
window across the street to the motel where DR, KING was staying.
He advised that DR, KING was standing on the balcony outside
of his hotel room, and was talking to another individual below
the baicony. STONE stated that there was another man standing to
the yight of DR, KING, and a number of other individuals located
in the courtyard directly below the hotel room of DR, XING. '

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual
below him, 2 shot rang out, and DR, KING fell over backwards.
STONE stated that he was stunned for a few seconds, and after AT
realizing what had happenped, rap inside to the center of the g2
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and the police B
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that DR. KING
had been shot. At first the officers thought that STONE was
joking, but one of the other firemen came rushing in saying. the
same thing. At that instance, all of the police officers
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area
in which the shooting occurred. STONE stated that at approximately
ten seconds later, he went out the side doox of the Fire Department,
and proceeded towards Mulberry Sireet, the street on which
DR, KING's motel was located, STONE stated there was mass .
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had
bappened, and the only opes he saw on the sireet at that time
were the police officers who were converging on the area. STONE
stated that he did not notice aany white man in the area
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual
wearing a white hood. STONE stated that after a few minutes,
he walked to the front of the Firehouse, but stated that he did
not observe any white Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity.
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STONE also advised that he did not notice a Mustang of
that type neaxr the Firehouse at any time during that day.

STONE stated that with him-in the locker room at the-
time of the shooting were Lientenant LOENNEXKE and Fireman KING,
both members of the Fire Depariment, and a Negro police '
officer, Officer RICHMOND, STONE stated that all of these |
individuals werecwatching the- hotel room at the time DR, KING
was shot, and all saw the actual shoeting. STONE stated that
from the sound of the shot, he thought it came from the parking
lot located north of the Fire Department, but that it could
have been slightly further north,

STONE advised that he was unable to furnish any positive
information concerning the individual who fired the shot killing
DR, KING, i :

FE
:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date .A.p;fL;_l..J_ﬁ.,_l.QﬁB.—

Mr. GEORGE W, LOENNEKE, 1390 Smythe, Memphis,
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Memphis Police Department,
and furnished the following information: '

LOENNEKE stated that he is a Lieutenant at the
Memphis Fire Department, and is regularly assigned to Fire
Station Number 2, located at 474 South Main Street. He advised
that he was on duty at this location on April 4, 1968, LOENNEKE
stated that at approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date he was
standing, looking through a peephole in a newspaper, which
had been placed over the window on the rear door of the fire
station, He stated that he was in the locker room at the
rear of the station, and with him was a Negro police officer,
Officer RICHMOND, and another fireman named WILLIAM KING.

[

LOENNEKE went on to state that as he approached his .
locker, which was to the right ¢f the window, Officer RICHMOND
called him and said, "DR, KING is fixing to leave his hotel
room.'" LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to
let him look at KING, as LOENNEKE had not seen DR, KING for
approximately two years. While LOENNEKE was looking through the
peephole of the window, he saw DR, KING standing and leaning
against the rail, looking down to the parking lot, saying’
something to another Negro male., Individuals by the name of
BABY JESUS and Reverend BEVEL were standing to the extreme right
of DR, KING. LOENNEKE stated that as DR, KING turned slowly to
his left to say something to the individual below was when the .
shot was fired. LOENNEKE advised that it appeared to him as i
though DR, KING was looking at something or someone that fired #
the shot. LOENNEKE immediately turned to Police Officer RICHMOND,
and stated, "DR, KING has been shot."” He stated that Officer
RICHMOND went in a state of shock at the sound of this news,
and did not take any immediate action.

LOENNEKE stated that he then ran through the apparatus
floor, telling other police officers that DR, KING had been shot.
He then went through the lumclroom of the engine house telling

91

On 4/13/68  at _ Memphis, Tennessee File # 44-1987

o

SAs EDWARD M. QUINN |
by SHIELDS W o SMITH / E}ﬂg a ,im& Date dictated 4/13/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4l

ME 44-1987
2 :

the officers in that location that DR, KING had been shot,
411 police officers, upon hearing the news that DR, KING had
been shot, immediately rushed out the door and proceeded in
all directions in order to surround the motel in which

DR, KING was staying.

" LOENNEKE further advised that after he informed the
police officers that DR, KING had been shot, he went out the
front door of the station onto Main Street, but did not
observe anyone running on Main Street or any pedestrian traffic
whatsoever, In addition, he stated that he did not see a white
Mustang on Main Street after the shooting nor did he hear the .
sound of an automobile leaving in a hurried manner.,

LOENNEKE stated that while he was looking through the
peephole, both before and immediately aifter DR, KING had been
shot, he did not see any person on Mulberry Street wearing a
light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it. He stated
that just prior to the time DR, KING was shot, two Negro females
were standing on the second floor balcony, a short distance from
DR, KING., LOENNEKE advised that at the time DR, KING was shot,
these women started hollering in excitement, and appeared to be

in a state of shock. He stated that both women, after realizing
what had happened, then began to attempt to administer help
to DR, KING, He also advised that there was a white man, without
a suitcoat and wearing black horn-rimmed glasses, who approached
the body of DR. KING, and then left to obtain more towels, which
were being used to stop the blood coming from DR, KING's body,
LOENNEKE stated that he had seen this white man prev1ously that
date with DR, KING, and assumed that he was in DR, KING's party.
&pprox;mately thlrty seconds after the shot had been fired,

a Negro wmale appeared on the balcony, and started taking
photographs of DR, KING's body. LOENNEKE thought this odd at

the time because the individual made no attempt to assist
DR, KING, but was more concerned with the taking of the pictures,

LOENNERKE further stated that at the time the shot was
fired, he saw only one man in the courtyard or parking lot
beneath DR, KING's balcony, and this man he assumed was
DR, KING's personal chauffeur.

ILOENNEKE advised that to the best of his knowledge, the

shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and
from a position which could not be seen from the window from which
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he was observing DR. KING. He stated that at no time did he
see a white male running from the area;, and could furnish no
positive information concerning 2 possible suspect in this'murder,

(XS

LOENNEKE advised that he was unable to furnish any
additional information at this time,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date __4/15/68

Patrolman BARNEY ¢, WRIGH?, Memphis Police
Department, home address 4264 Dumh Street, Hemphis, Tennessee,
advised as follows:

On April 4, 1968, he was assigned to a Tact Umit
which is am em@rg@n@y unito That unit consists of 3 auto-
mobiles with four police officers in each automobile.

The automobiles consisted of both Hemphis Police Officers
and Shelby County Sheriff ‘s Office Deputies. During the
~day of April 4, 1968, the members of that emergency sguad
did change cars from time to time so that at different times
during the day he, himself, was riding with different

police officers. They were doing this so that the members
of the Shelby County Sheriff's O0ffice did not feel that the
Memphis Police Department did not want teo work with them.
Shortly before 6:00 P, April 4, 1968, the 3 cars making up
the emergency sguad or Tact Unit parked in the driveway

of the fire station at Main and E. Butler Streets. That fire
station is located south of the rooming house from which

the shot which killed Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., was
believed to be fired. A fenced in parking lot is ‘located
between the fire statiom and that building. The 3 vehicles
making up the emergency squad were parked facimg HMaim
Street. Two of the vehicles were side by side, and the
third vehicle was @ir@@tly behind one of th@ 2 cars which
faced onto Hain Street. 0

’ He was sitting im the lounge of the fire station
at Main and E. Buller Strests shortly before €:00 PM
reading a newspaper when he heard rattling of the plate
glass window behind him. The lounge area of that fire
station is on the south side of the building. He does not
recall hearing any shot but only the rattling of the plate
glass window,. and immediately thersafter the other members

~ in his emergency squad began running out of the north side :
, of the fire station building. He ran out after them and °
+ on the outside of the building he was surprised to find
' that th@ ath@r m@mb@rg @f hi@ @m@rg@n@y squad W®r@ munning
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toward their emergency vehicles. He ran to Mulberry Street,
but: did not cross Mulberry Street as.there is a high re- '~
taining wall at Mulberry Street. As he arrived at Mulberryl.
Street, other members of his emergency squad had gone beyond
the rétaining wall, had crossed Mulberry Street, and were

at the Lorraine Motel. They were calling out that Doctor
MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot and the shot was believed
to have come from an apartment or rooming house north of the
fire station. He then ran back to the emergency vehicle
which he had previously been assigned to parked im theée fire
station driveway facimng ¥Main Street, and as he got into
that vehicle, Patroliman E, E. DOUGLAS also got into the

unit with him, and Patroiman DOUGLAS immediatély began
putting out a radio broadcast that MARTIN LUTHER KING -

had been shot. ;

He does not recall seeing any officer néar Canipe's :
Amusement Center, 424 Main Street, at the time he'and Patrolman
DOUGLAS got into their emergemcy unit. After Patrolman
DOUGLAS radioed the message that KING had been’ shot, they
then drove their emergency unit out onto Main Street but
instead of turning north toward the building ‘where the shot
which hit Doctor KING was believed to have béen fired, Co
they turned south on Main Street, circled around the fire station.,"-:
- there, and drove onto Mulberry Street amd im fronY of the = - i ..
Lormaine ‘Hotel. They stopped momentarily in front of the o
Lorraine Motel on Mulberry Street and them proceedsed on
down Mulberry Street to the next street which is Huling - : :
Avenue, and they went west on Huling Avenue and around to '
Main Street where they parked their emergency unit in front Co b
of the building in which the shot which hit XKING was o
believed to have been fired. He and Patrolman. DOUGLAS got
out of that emergency unit and took a position across the
street from that building on Main Street to watch for any
suspects who might come out of the building. He estimated
that it took he and Patrolman DOUGLAS from 2 to 3 minutes
from the time Doctor KING was shot until they made that
circle around the block and came back to their position in
. front of the building on Main Street.

He was dressed in dark blue tr@users a royal blue
shirt, a dark blue tie, and a blue steel helmet. He does
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not recall anyone im the area who might be ddscribed as
wearing a light colored upper garment, or wearing anything .
which might resemble a hood. He does not recall any officers -
in any of the positions alomg Main Street im fromnt of that
building north of the fire station where he held a position
after the shooting. He does not recall Patrolman DOLLARHITE

or any other officer running past U, S, Fixtures moments after
the shooting. He does mot recall seeing any officer near
Canipe’s Amusement Center, 424 Main Street, immediatey after .
the shooting. Since he and the other Memphis Police Officers
were interchanging cars and were switching off to wride

with members of the Shelby County Sheriff’'s Office Deputies

in their 3 emergency vehicles, the only persons he cam recall '
as being im the emergency vehicle which he was assigned to -
at the time of the shooting were Patrolman E. B, DOUGLAS

and Lieutenant J, E, GHORMLEY, '
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date _APril 15, 1968

WILLIAM BISHOP KING, 1776 West Lloyd Circle, Memphis,
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Central Police Headguarters,
and furnished the following information:

KING advised he was regularly assigned to
Number 2 Fire Station, Main and Butier, Memphizm, and that on
April 4, 1968, he had reported to work at 7:00 a.m., and was
to work until 7:00 a.m., April 5, 1968, He advised that during
this work shift, two officers of the ¥emphis police force had
been on location in the firve station conducting a surveillance
of the KING party from a doocy to the rear ©f the fire siation,

‘ KING stated that he occasionally looked through holes
torn in a newspaper which was being used to cover the rear
door and to cover the surveilling officers during this period.

KING stated that he had been at the window observing .for
approximately ten minutes at the time DR, KING was shot. He -
advised that during this five or ten minute period that he
observed,DR, KING came out of his motel room, and steed .
on the balcony for approximately three minutes prior to the
time he was shot. He stated that an individual wag standing
on the balcony with DR, KING, and that DR, KING appeared to be
talking to someone in the courtyard. A% this time, KING heard what
sounded to be a shot, and he noted DR. KING fall on the balcony.
KING advised that he thought that it was a rifle shot because the
sound had a zinging tone to it. Immediately DR. KING fell,
confusion broke out in the motel. KING advised that he kept his
eyes on the balcoay, and did not actually look around the area,
and that he, himself, was in 2 stunned state.. At this ftime,
someone else in the firehouse made the statement, “Let me see,”
and he, KING, moved away from the dooy, and fhis person moved
to the door. KING could not identify this person, and advised
that he moved back inte the firehouse proper.

KING stated that at the time he was observing the
motel, that a Negro officer, a CHARLES STONE, and Lieutenant LOENNEKE
were also at the window. He stated that he could furnish no further -
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names of individuals who might possibly have been observing
the motel at the time DR, KING was shot.

KING advised that he thought a shot came from hzs left, .
and that at the time he heard the shot, that KING fell approximately
the same instant; however, KING stated he could not see any :
buildings to the left of where he was standing nor could ‘he see
the open lot to the left of the firehouse. KING advised that he
did not see anyoné outside the building, other than those persons
in the KING group,prior to the shot. He also advised that
following the shot, he did not see any policeman or any other
individual in the street before he moved away from the window.

o

KENG advibed that he could not identify any other
persons whom he had seen on the bal@ony either prior to. or
following the shooting of DR, KING as he was not- familiar' with
these individuals by name, He does reécall seeing a Negro woman
in the doorway of the motel room two doors down from the room
of DR, KING immediately after the shooting. He also recalled
that the individual standing by DR, XING at the time of the
shot was crawiing around on the balcony attempting to- aid
DR, KING. He advised that his view was restricted to-either : ,
side, and that:bécause of the manner in which the holes:were placed
in the newspaper, he could only see straight ahead to the motel,

KING could furnish no further information concerning
individuals who might have ‘been in or arcund the motel at
the time of the shooting, and could furnish no information
concerning any automobiles cutside the fire station as he: had
not gone out of the station immediately following the shooting.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date _ 4/15/68

Patrolman WILLISM E, GROSS, Memphis Police Department9
home address 4728 Tutwiler, Memphis, advised as follows:

On April 4, 1968, he was assigned to one of 3 ,
emergency units which make up what is called a Tact Unit for
controlling any disturbances which might occur in Memphis.
Those 3 emergency units are made up of 4 men,each of both ' -
Memphis Police Officers and Deputies of the Shelby County
Sheriff's Office. During the day of April 4, 1968, the men
assigned to those units changed from one car to the other.
For that reason, he does mot recall who was in the emergency
vehicle with him during the late aftermoon of April 4, 1968
except Patrolman BILL DU FOUR (phonetieg).

Shortly before 6:00 PM, April 4, 1968, the 3
‘emergency units parked at the fire station at Main and
E. Butler Streets, Memphis, s0 that they might take a rest
break. Since his wife had just gotten out of the hospital,
he went to the telephone in the fire station to call and see
how she was feeling, as the other men were taking their rest
break. . That fire station is located south of a building
on Main Streeéet in which a shot which killed Doctor KING is
believed to have been fired. Between the fire station and .
that building is a fenced in parking lot with a gate in frontf

As he was talking with his wife, he saw the other
men in his emergency unit began running out of the fire
station. He does not recall heaving any shot, but he knew
something was wrong and he immediately told his wife hehad
to leave and would call her later. He ran out of the fire
station after the other men and turned east once outside the

fire station, and he ran toward Mulberry Street and the Lorraine
Motel. Since a high retaining wall is located at Mulberry
Street, he never crossed that retaining wall or Mulberry
Street, but when he arrived at that point some of the other
police officers who had crossed Mulberry and who were at the
Lorraine Motel called out that Doctor KING had been shot and
they believed the shot had come from the building north of
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the fire station. He ran back through that passageway
which is between the fire station and the fenced in

Lot just north of the fire station to ¥ain Street. When

he arrived at Main Street, he recalls there were 2 Mewmphis
Police Officers and also a Deputy Sheriff already on Main
Street in front of the building where the shot was believed
to have been fired from, however, he cannot ideantify either
of those 3 officers. ¥Xe took up @ position in front of
Canipe Amusement Cemnter at 424 8. Main Street, Memphis. He
actually stood on Main Street in front of that doorway.
After he took up his position, he recalls seeing a satchel
and a rifle in the doorway in front of him. Those items
were lying on what appeared to be a green piece of cloth
material which appeared to be a blanket or bedspread. He
did not touch any of that material, nor did he go near i,
but he did watch it from his position.

Shortiy after he took up his position, which was
within 2 or 3 minutes after he received the report that Doctor
KING had been shot, he remained at that spot until the ine
vestigation was completed. Immediately aiter he took his
position, 2 other members of the emergency squad came to the
parking lot, which was between the building in which he was
then stending and the fire station. 7Those officers went into
that parking lot and searched it thoroughly for anyone who
might be hiding thereim, including a c¢lump of bushes located
at the back of the parking lot at the retaining wall. After
they found no one hiding in that area, they came out, locked.
the gate on the parking lot, and the 2 men stood there to
guard that gate.

After he had stood at his position for a short
time, an individual, who apparently wes the operator of
Canipe Amusement Center, came out and informed him that he
had been ordered to the Memphis Police Station to make a report
of what he had seen. He informed that individual that he
gould not leave the area until he (GROSS) had cleared it with
hig superior officer. After he cleared it with his superior
officor, he told the individual to go ahead. That man then
got into his pick-up truck which was parked on Main Street

7
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b@tween the buiiding h@ was standing in front of and the fire

station and drove away, apparently to the police station.

' GRUSS advised that he observed In&pector N, E,
ZACHARY, Memphis Police Department Homicide Squad, and’
another @fficer of the Homicide Squad, name unknawn, cﬁme
to the area and collected the satchel, rifle, and green
¢loth*material which he had been standing in front of. He
noted they did not touch any of those items; but used hand-
kerchiefs to pick it up. They placed the rifle and the
satchel in the green cloth material, then they picked up .
the green cloth containing the oth@r items and took it a11

of approximately 10 to 15 feet.

to police headquarters. GROSS observed this from a distance' o ‘

on April 4 1968 he was wearxng dark blue trouserq,

a roiéi’blue shirt, "a. dark blue tie, and a blue steel helmet.

He does not recall anyome in the avea. who might have been
wearing an upper garment which might be described as '
white or light coléred, and who was wedring an item of cloth«
ing which might bé déscribed as a hood. He doés not recall

' seeing Patrolman BOLLAHITE oY any other police officer
running. on Main Street near. the U, S.;Fixtures office
moments ‘after the’ shooting.% - -

5 He adviged when the 3 emergen@y un;ts ‘parked - by the
fire station shortiy before 6:00 PM, April 4, 1968, they parked
-in the fire station driveway facing the units toward south =~
Main ‘Street. Two: emergency units were parked side by side

and the third unit was parked directly behind one of the front

two. ' "He surmised” ‘that if the person who shot Doctor KING
had fired the shot-frdém the building north of ‘the fire
station on Main Street, and that indiv:dnalfhaﬁ then run
but ‘of ‘the buildilig 6ntd Mdin Street and hid“turned south on
Main Street, the first thing that individual would have seen
would have been 3 police cars in the driveway of the fire
station. Although those 3 emergency police vehicles were
unmannéd, he feels that is possibly what bappened in this
instance and that is why the suspéct dropped the rifle,
satchel and green cloth blanket or bedspread, which was in
front of the Canipe: Amusement Center at 424 S. Main Street.
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1 Date 4/6/68

Mr, CHARLES HARDY HURLEY, Advertising Layout
Department, National Food Company, 1797 South Florida
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, fumished the following information:

Mr, HUREEY said that he parked his car a little
south of the Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street,
Memphis, Tennessee, at 4:45 p,m,, on April 4, 1968, He said
that his car was facing in a northerly direction and was
immediately behind a white Mustang vehicle of an unknown year,
which was immediately in front of the Canipe Amusement Company,
HURLEY said he saw one white male in the Mustang car but could -
furnish no physical description of the man as it was too dark
in the man's car to enable him to get 2 good look at the man,

" Mr, HURLEY stated that he looked at the license plate of the
Mustang and believed it to be an Arkansas license with the
first two letters being "AL," Mr. HURLEY said he ‘could not
be positive of the two letters "AL" on the license, but he
believed these letters did appear on the license,

Mr, HURLEY said that he could furnish no further
information regarding the white Mustang and its lone occupant
a8 he, Mr, HURLEY, drove away at 4:48 p,m, on April 4, 1968,
and the man was s8till in the car when he left,

e
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' PEGGY JANE HURLEY, cistomexr services, Seabrook
Wallpaper Company, 421 South Main Street, Memphis, -advised

that at about 4:45 p.m., April 4, 1968, one of the girls in

the front showroom called to her and told her that her husband
was waiting on the street from her. Upon hearing this she went
to the showroom and told the girl that was not her husband's

white Palcon but it was a white Mustang. A few minutes later
Mrs. HURLEY stated that her husbapd did pull up in their white
Fal@on and parked behind the white Mustang which was: parked in :
front of Canipe's Amusements directly across the street. K She left
workgcrossed the street and proceeded home with her husband.

She said that when they arrived home they hearad on the news that.
MARTIN LUTHER KING had bezen shot at the Lorraine Hotel, and that
the suspect had gotten away in a while Mustang. She said that she
and her huspand began to talk about the white Mustang which was
parked right in front of her husband‘’s car when he picked her

up on Main Street. She said her husband told her that he noticed
that this Mustang had Arkansas license plates on it, He also .
said that he noticed a white man sitting in the Mustang. He said
he was wearing what appeared to be a dark suit. Mrs. HURIEY
stated she did remember a man sitting in the car when she left
work, but she could mot determine what kind of clothes he was
wearing or what color hair heé had,

RN
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'ELIZABETH COPELAND, customer serv;cis,, ﬁéabroo S ,gﬁg
' Wallpaper Company, €1 South Main Street, MempHis;i'advisedi thaf:. 1 iT
-at -about 4°45 p.m., April 4, 1968, she saw a white car pull up CLvn o
‘and park across the street. She said. that she called to PE( ST
HURLEY to-'tell her that her husband had arrived as he usually ;. .
did at this time daily. When PEGGY came to the fromt showroon”
'she looked out the window and told her, ELIZABETH c@mmm» I
that the car across the street was not her husbandgs o e was a
Mustang, She stated she locked again at the car and ‘Saw-Ehére was. a
white man with dark:hair- sztting in‘ the driver's.seat. She added . .
that she believed the man was wearing a dark colored coat. . Mg
. COPEIAND stated Mrs. HURLEY's husband pulled up.in a few min
and then pﬁoceaéea to leave with his wife. At 5320 Mrs, COPE
stated that her husband who noxmally picked her up daily atitém
td park across the streety but the curb was completely filled s
vehicles. and he had to doublé park next. to the white car whic
she thought wa® a Mustang., She said when her husband' arrived she‘-;:‘;
left work, crossed thé street and got in her husband's car and - - .
left for home. She advised when she went to get in: her husband!s i’
car ghe noticed that there was no ome sitting in the whxte Must&ng,

"t
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=

. Mrs. FRANCES B, THOMPSON, Bookkeeper, Seabrook Wall
Paper Company, 421 South Main Streeta ‘Memphis, Tennessee, advised
that she finished work on April 4, 1968, at approximately 4:30
p.m,, and was in the company showroom at the front of the store
waiting for her daughter. She said that at about 4:30 or 4:45
p.m., she saw a white automobide drive up and park across the

street from her in front of Canipe's Amusement Company, 424 South ;gfi

Main Street, Mrs. THOMPSON said she thought the car belonged

to PEGGY HURLEY's husband and that he had come to get PEGGY; however,
PEGGY looked and said that this car was a Mustang and that Mr. HURLEY
would be driving a Falcong

_ Mrs. THOMPSON said that her daughter picked her up at
approximately 4:45 p.m., and the two of them le ft the area. She
said that when she left at 4:45 p.m., there was a white male . ‘
sitting in the front seat of the white Mustang. Mrs. THOMPSON -
was unable to furnish any other information concerning this
individual. .
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1 ’ Date 4/7/68

DAVID HARRISON OWENS Credlt Manager, Seabrook
Wallpaper Company, 421 South Maln Street, Memphis, advised that.

on April 4, 1968, in the afternoon, he was working in the warehouse Vi

at the rear of the store., Hé stated that at.6:00 p.m., he went .
to leave the building in order to go home and he noticed that
there were policemen everywhere and there was a great deal of
noise in the street. .

He said he saw a lot of policemen in front of the doorway :
at Canipe's Amusement Company and he assumed that there had been:
a robbery at Canipe's Amusement Company. He stated that he saw
several pol;cemen looking down at an object which was lying on
the sidewalk in front of the doorway at Canipé&'s Amusement
Company and it appeared to be a large canvas object about twelve
inches high and five feet long. Mr. OWENS said that the object
reminded him of a large mailbag. He said that when he went
to leave the store with Mr. COOKSY and Mr. HOLT, they were
questioned by policemen, and were given perm1331on to leave the
area, which they did.
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[t

Date — 4/15/68—

Mr. GEORGE ROWIAND HARDING, Room 3, 386% South
Main Street,'advised that he is unemployed and that he is
living at this rooming house at the present time. Mr.
HARDING stated that on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, he went
to.Jim's Grill located at 418 South Main and ordered a bowl
of chili and a quart of beer.

He further stated that he sat in the last booth

w1th a person by the name of HAROID PARKER who works for
Yellow Cab.

Mr; HARDING stated he was in the grill when a police
_officer came to the door and instructed everyone to stay in the
~ grill. He said he learned later that MARTIN LUTHER KING had
‘been shot. He said he feels certain he heard a shot, but did
not realize 1t was a gun that was fired at that time.

Mr. HARDING explalned that he had been sleepang
most of the day and when he awoke he was hungry. He said he
had been drinking heavily before he went to skeep and, therefore,
was not too alert when he walked down to Jim's Grill. He stated
he does not recall seeing any cars on the street either being
driven or parked and does not recall seeing any people on the =
street before he entered Jim's Grill. Mr., HARDING advised he 3
cannot furnish any additional information concernmng the activities’
that took place in the immediate vicinity of sz s Grill at
the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot.

&
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‘Date 4/15/68

Mr. ROBERT D. WHEELER, 908 Emery Street, Memphis,
advised that he is employed as a driver of a lift truck for
M. E, Carter, 415 South Front Street, Memphis.

Mr. WHEELER advised that he got off work at 5:00
p.m., and walked to Jim's Grill located at 418 South Main
Street, Memphis. He stated that prior to going to Jim's _
Grill hewas waitingonthe ‘orner of South Front Street and Hullng :
Street to get a riae home. He said that when he was unable
to get a ride he started walking dawn the east side of South
Main Street. Mr. WHEELER stated that when he was almost in
front of Jim's Grill he was told by someone, probably a Memphis
Policemanoxr a Deputy Sheriff, to go inside of Jim's Grill and
stay there and then the door was locked. :

He said he was walking alone and was not aware of any
activity in the immediate area at that time. He said some time
after entering Jim’s Grill he learned that MARTIN ILUTHER KING
had been shot. Mr. WHEELER stated he did not hear the shot and’
he did not see anyone running, walking or carrying anything in
the immediate area. He said he does not recall any cars parked
in the immediate area and does not recall seeing any car drive
away while he was walking down South Main Street from the
intersection of Huling and South Main to Jim's Grill.

Mr. WHEELER advised he cannot furnish any additional
information concerning any activity that took’ place in that
immediate area at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING, was shot.

Mr. WHEELER .said the above activity took place on
April 4, 1968

i1io
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Mr. FRANKLIN WIISON RAY, JR., 3639 Allendale Road,
Memphis, advised he is employed as a salesman by the Tayloe
Paper Company, 420 South Pront Street, Memphis.

Mr. RAY advised he left work approximately 5:30 p.m.,

‘on April 4, 1968, and walked alone directly to Jim's Grill
located at 418 South Main, Memphis. He stated he walked east

on Huling Street toward South Main and when he reached the
corner of Huling and Scuth Main he walked diagonally across

the street to Jim’s Grill. He stated he does not recall
walking past any cars other than STEVE CUPPLES'®' 1959 white

Chevrolet which was parked across the street from Jim's Grill.
He said he recalls there was a line of white cars parked at

the curb near the entrance to Jim's Grill.

' He said he was not aware of any actmv1ty in the S
nelghborhood and that he was playing pinball machine and shuffle-f :
board machine when a deputy sheriff came to the door and = _
advised that no one was to leave until further notice. He
said shortly thereafter an individual who he believed to he
with the police department came to the dook, requested that -
each one put their name and address on a sheet of paper
and it was at that time he learned that MARTIN LUTHER KING
had been shot. HKe said he does not recall looking out R
the window while playing the pinball machine and shuffleboard =
machine, but as scon as the deputy sheriff entered he recalls
looking out the window and saw STEVE CUPPLES! 1959 Chevrolet .
parked across the street and JIMMY WALKER's white Fairlane -
Ford parked just south of the entrance of Jim's Grill. He
added he also saw JOWERS® Cadillac parked directly in front
of the entrance of Jim‘s Grill..

: Mr. RAY stated he was concentrating on playing the
pinball machine and shufflieboard machine and was not aware
of any activity in the immediate neighborhcod. He said it was
not until sometime later that he learned MARTIN LUTHER KING
had been shot. He stated he did not heay the shot and cannot .
furnish any information concernlng the activity in the nezghberhood
such as people walklng or running, cars parked or being drlven
any cthrer—activi tys -
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ROSIE LEE DABNEY, waitress, Jim's Grill, 418 South
Main Street, Memphis, advised that on April 4, 1968, she came
on duty at about 3:00 p.m. She stated that everything seemed
normal up until about 6:00 p.m. when she heard that a shooting
had occurred. She added that she saw nothing out of the
ordinary, and could provide no further information.
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Date _APril 15, 1968

Mr. HAROLD E, PARKER, 1054 Meada Street, Memphis,
Tennessee, advised he is employed as a driver for Yellow Cab
Company, 581 South Second Street, Memphis, Tennessee,

Mr. PARKER advised he got off of work at approxxmately B
4:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968. He stated he left the cab he
was driving at the gas pump at approximately 4:00 p.m., checked
in with his day's proceedings, and then left in his 1959 white
four door Rambler, License Number, Shelby County AS 6131, which is
his persconally owned auto. He stated he drove this car to the
area of Jim's Grill, which is located at 418 South Main Street,
Memphis, Tennessee. Mr. PARKER stated that it is his estimate -
that he arrived at approximately 4:15 to 4:20 p.m., at Jim's
Grili, He commented that when he arrived, he drove past the
Grill, and parked near the intersection of Huling Street and
South Main Street. He said he does not recall what cars were
on the street at that time, but does recall specifically that
Mr, JOWERS' Cadillac was parked almost directly in front of
Jim's Grill. He explained that Mr. JOWERS owns and operates
Jim's Grill. Mr. PARKER stated he cannot recall what other
.cars were on the street or what other cars were between his Co
1959 Rambler and JOWERS' white Cadillac, but believes that there " -~
was at least one, if not two, cars between his and JOWERS' car.
He stated he has no idea as to the color, make, or model of the
cars between his and JOWERS® car.

Mr. PARKER stated he was in Jimfs Grill having his'
evening meal of chili and beer. He said he was sitting in the
lagt booth in the Grill with a person whose name he knows as ,
GEQRGE HARDING. ‘He stated he does not know HARDING's oecupatzon -
or his address, but commented that HARDING frequents Jim's Grill =
guite regularlyv Mr. PARKER added there were a number of ' :
people in the Grill during the entire time that he was there, -
and that there were several young men playing the shuffleboard,
ping-pong machine, and the Jukebox, He said he was not aware of
any act1V1ty outside of Jim's Grill until a Deputy Sheriff
entered Jim's Grill sometime after 6:00 p.m., and told everyone. :
in the Grlll to remain there until they were advised they could 1eave.
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Mr, PARKER state@ he stayed in his booth the entlre tlme,

and did ngt look out the window at any time until he left,

He said # was not aware of what occurred out in the street,

and in the immediate area until Mry. JOWERS asked him if he had
“heard, the shooting: He stated he told JOWERS he had not heard

any shooting, and was shortly thereafter advised that - MARTIN LUTHER
KING had been shot. He stated he’ definltely did not hear '

any shot fived whzle he was in Jim's erll. .

Mr. P&RKER stated he dld not notice any new faees
in Jim's Grill while he was there, but commented the only: -
individual he actually knew was GEORGE HARDING, who shared the
booth with him, -He said he knew there were a number of regular -
customers in Jim's Grill, and these were young men who aré employed

by the Tayloe Paper COmpany, bu% ne is completely unfamiliar
with their names. /

Mr. P&RKER stated the only car he can remember on the
‘street in front of or in the immediate area of Jim's Grill =
when he entered Jim's Grill was Mr, JOWERS! white Cadillac,
He stated he cannot wecall any individual or individuals. either
walking or rumning in the immediate area of Jim's Grill when
he entered to have his meal., He stated he can furnish no-
information whatsoever coneernlng the shootlng of MARTIN LUTHER
KING on April 4, 1968. : Lo :
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Date April 15, 1968

Mr. JIMMIE RICHARD SANDERS, 1687 Childers Street
(Frayser), Memphis, Tennesseq, advised he is employed at
Wood Parts, Inc., 1590 Texas Street, Memphis, Tennessee,
Mr. SANDERS stated that on the evenlng of April 4, 1968, he
left his place of business at' Wood Parts, Inc. at approxlmately
4:00 p.m., and took a2 bus to the Arcade Restaurant, located at
the corner of Callibun Street apd South Main Street, Memphls,
Tennessee, which i8 approximately one long block from Jim's
Grill, 1ocated at 418 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee,
Mr. SANDERS stated he walked from the 1nterseet10n of South Maxn
Street and Calhoun Street to Jim's Grill, and arrived at
Jim's Grill at approxxmately 5:00 p.m. He stated he was alone,,
and entered Jim's Grill for his evening meal. He stated his
reason for eating at Jim's Grill was because he had rented a
room at 3903 South Main Street for three or four days, whlch is
in the immediate area of Jim's Grill.

- Mr. SANDERS sggted he sat in a booth for a whlle
and at the counter for a while, ordered his evening meal and
had several beers.,

Mr. SANDERS -advised that while he was eating his
meal, he recalls that at approximately 6:00 p.m. a Deputy Sheriff
came to the door of Jim's Grill and advised everyone in the
Grill to remain there until advised they could leave. He said
that at the time he had no idea as to why everyone was told to
stay. He said sonetime later everyone in Jim's Grill learned
that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot that evening from somewhere
in the immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr. SANDERS stated he
did not hear the shot that was fired that killed MARTIN LUTHER

-KING, and added he was not aware that KING was staying in the

immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr. SANDERS commented he did not
go to the window to look out after the Deputy Sheriff 1nstructed
everyone to stay in the Grill, )

Mr. SANDERS advised he was not aware of any cars or ,j
people on the street when he walked from the intersection of

Calhoun Street and South Main to Jim's Grill. He stated he is =
| 115 ‘ |
On 4/15/68 ot __ Memphis, Tennessee File # 44-1987
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0. JAMES HOLBROOK HEG: jms :
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;M

certain there were many caxrs both parked and being driven on

South Main Street, and that there were likely many people

walking in this area, but added he was not aware of any particular
individual or any particular car in this area, Mr. SANDERS
‘stated he cannot furnish any information whatsoever concerning the
shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING, '

11se
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OTHER PERSONS WHO HAD CONTACT WITH UNKNOWN SUBJECT

" YORK ARMS COMPANY
“°°162 S. MAIN STREET -~
MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE

(This section of the report pertains to the
purchase of binoculars by the Unknown Subject
on April 4, 1968, at York Arms Company, and a
subsequent inquiry that was made in the
immediate vicinity of York Arms Company.)
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LE e

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Daw April 5, 1968

Mr. RALPH. MEREDITH CARPENTER’ ;

84 ‘Dukbln Street
sed that he¥is: 'a

tb162 ﬁouih Moin

the/@as 1h§théiabove mentxoned ‘store tqlklngmto;ghé‘of%ihé
vother SﬂlOSan 1n the storefwhen an 1ndiv1duﬂ1 enterod and -

"!J f.Ol"I}OOI‘) »
tine and

ﬂs
wished “to purchas *some b1noc lagg,w,
him that he was about out of bx qulars a

qiaied that he belxevedﬁthesekwereAtoo»hlghiprlcedﬁfor h1m
and tahen Mr,” CARPENTER recalled that@there -might ‘be a cheaper
pair of blnocu]ars in¥the’ wxndOWQand advxsed the»1nd1v1dua3

that he would flnd out. ,Mr.¢CARPFNTERythereupon went to
the digsplay window in” thelfront ; ore,
fhat tlcro was on. dlsplay% “pair ofr Buahnell “binoculars
selling for $39.95, . He brought *these blnoculars ‘back to

the customer and expiazned that they were”a . Japanese: import
of hetiter qualxty ;he 1ndxv1dual seemed to ‘indicat

were wOMO good Japanesc 1mports
binoculayrs “to his” "eyes | and:=in” m
by Mr. CARPBNTER in dxcated thaf‘th‘
acceptable, ’ .~ v )

oty iR

Mr' CARPL‘TER recalls thatﬂthe .CH
: gandi'rl CGA:

that there were 1 Sfrucf1

e : ot (O
known toloperate.

On

SA ROBERT W GOODW N andw~

by
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