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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _A_.=-p_r_i_l_2_3....:,;___1_9_6_8 __ _ 

Mr. JERRY RAYNES, Route 2, Center, M:ssouri, was 
contacted at his residence. Both interviewing agents iden­
tified themselves to him by exhibition of their credentials 
and he was advised by SA DUFFEY that they desired to inter­
view him concerning JAMES EARL RAY,' who was believed to be 
his son. He was told of the seriousness of the investiga­
tion and of the provisions of the harboring statute by SA 
DUFFEY. 

Mr. RAYNES stated he would willingly cooperate 
and conducted the agents through the bedroom and into the 
kitchen in order that they might see no one else was at the 
home. 

Mr. RAYNES stated he is 69 years of age having 
been born-I I He· was married to one LUCILLE 
MAHER, now deceased. Eight children were born to this mar­
riage. Mr. RAYNES stated that his memory was somewhat fuzzy 
and that he experienced difficulty in recalling specific 
events. He stated that he doubted that all the children were 
his but was of the opinion that JAMES EARL, who had been born 
in Alton, Illinois, in 1928, was his own.child. He stated he 
knew nothing whatever of JOHN .. One son, FRANKLIN, -also known 
as t.BDZZY',' or 'BUZZ", was killed in an accident at Quincy, 
Illinois, in about 1958� He has another son, JERRY, who is 
currently living· in Chicago, Illinois. He has a daughter, 
CAROL PEPPER 1 who lives on Belleview Avenue in Maplewood, 
Missouri� and-another daughter, MELBA.RAY, whom he believed 
currently resides in Quincy, Illinois._ He stated that MELBA 
was a mental case who had received treatment in the Illinois 
State Hospital at Jacksonville, Illinois. He recalled that 
there were two other children, and SUSIE, who were given 
away by their mother after his aration from her. There 
current whereabouts are unknown to him. 

Mr. RAYNES stated he had little contact with his 
children during the past 17 years, except for CAROL. ·To the 
best of his recollection he last saw JAMES EARL RAY, 17 
years ago and has had no direct contact with him since. He 
was aware that subject nad been in the penitentiary from news 
i terns and from information he had received from the c·hildren 's 
mother, LUCILLE. He stated that she had become an alcoholic 

On 4/19/68 at ___ C_e_n_t_e_r ___ ,_M_i_s_s_o_u_r_i ___ F- i le fJ _ ___,;;S;.:;L;;.......;4;;..4;;..-...;7:....7:....5 ______ _ 
SA;WILLIAM R. DUNCAN SA HAROLD R. DOBSON 

by 
SA JAMES A. DUFFEY . HRD/leh Date dictated ____ 4;;,s./"""2.,.;0"""'/_6 ___ 8'----__ 
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T is document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of tle F' BI. It is the property of the FBI :and is loaned to 
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




