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5/15/68 4/5/68 - 5/10/68 
TITlE OF CASE 

JAMES EARL RAY, aka -
FUGITIVE, 
1.0. #4182,· 
W.F. #442-A, 
TOP TEN FUGITIVE; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
(DECEASED) ,... VICTIM' 

REFERENCE: 

REPORT MADE BY 

SA RAYMOND B. HOWE 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

CR - CONSPIRACY; 
UFAC - ROBBERY 

Memphis report of SA JOE C. HESTER dated 4/30/68. 
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KANSAS CITY 

AT KANSAS CITY 

Will continue efforts to locate JAMES EARL RAY. --~ . 

Ha~dle all leads immediately, 

:ADMINISTRATIVE: 

I 
TYPED BY 

· rmb 

At the. outset of this investigat±bn, the Kansas City 
Division conducted the following extensive ;investigat·ion concerning , 

:Accomplishments Claimed: None 
.l'IPPROVED 

COPIES MADE: 
. 5 Bureau (44-38861) 

5 Memphis (44-1987) 
l Atlan'ta· , 
1 Birmingham 

.((1) Chicago 
'-f-1 Houston 

·1 Jackson 

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 

·1 Los Angeles 
1 New Orleans 

· 1 St • Louis· 
·1 Springfield 
2 Kam~ IN()T\JJ RE~~~1to'iti~)ACHED REPORT 

AGEl'lCY •••••••••••••••••.•...•••••••••••••••••• _' •••••••••••••••••• · •••••••••••••••..... 

REQUEST RECD, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

DATE FWD.·•·'.·· .........................................•.............................. 

HOW FWD ••••••• ··---···· ..................................................... . 

8Y •••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••••.••.••••.••••••••••••.••.••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••• 

NOTATIONS 

U,$. G0~[IU,,1U:N1 l"'JIIHTIJrtG or,1ca 16-76324:-1 

CO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

SEARCHED INDEXED -
SERIAllZED+FILED--­
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ERIC STARVO GALT~ HARVh-Y LOWMEYER 11 and JOHN WILLARD with 
negative results: 

All Federal, State, County 1 and City agencies, this. 
area; all Credit Bureaus and 1a·w enforcement agencies, plus 
Bureau of Vital Statistics, Driver's License and Motor Vehicle 
Departments for both Missouri and Kansas, Selict~v:tservice 
records for Missouri and Kansas for birth date all 
logical residences and rooming houses on Chestnu reet, 
Kansas City, Missouri; voter registration records; Department 
of Public Welfare; Liquor Control Board records; Bartenders 
and Truck Drivers Unions; Marriage and Divorce records; all 
utility companies; records of Workmenvs Compensation, U~ S. 
Department of Labor; financial institutions; all dancing 
schools and academies; all logical laundry and dry cleaning 
establishments, this area, contacted. 

All Criminal, Racial, Security Informants, and 
Sources in hippie and drug traffic areas contacted with negative 
results. 

Also, numerous look-alikes have been reported, located, 
interviffived, and eliminated as possible suspects. 

All above information is on file, Kansas City 
office, however, the negative information not pertinent in 
this investigation is not being set out in this report. 

It is to be noted that JAMES EARL RAY escaped, 
Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, on 
4/23/67. ·Because of this, an Unlawful Flight to Avoid 
Confinement investigation has been conducted by the Kansas 
City Office. When information received from the Bureau on 
4/19/68 that GALT and RAY were identical, all pertinent 
information regarding subject was furnished the Bureau and 
all offices by teletype and information from the UFAC file 
was included in the Civil Rights case 1 and it continues 
to be investigated under that caption. 

Extra copies of th:is report are being furnished office 
of origin in event of future dissemination. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
IC WILLIAM C. MC DONALD at Jefferson City, Missouri: 

On May 1, 1968, Missouri State Peni tentiar·y (MSP) 
record.s were che&edfor RAY EUGENE WARREN. The following 
information was obtained: 

RAY EUGENE WARRUN was received at the MSP on 
June 9, 1·955, to serve a 10 year sentence on charge of 
robbery first degree by means of a dangerous and deadly 
weapon under court case #1941-C. He completed this sentence 
and began an additional 20 year, .. sentencs on July 11, 1961, 
on charge of robbery first degree by means of a dangerous 
and deadlyv,eapon, court case number 1945-C. He was assigned 
MSP number 69963. WARREN was discharged by conrrnutation of 
sentence from April 13, 1968. -Relatives listed on WARREN's 
correspondence and visiting list are wife DORIS WARREN, 
3330 Sims, St. Anne, Missouri; brother-in-law BILL SCOTT, 
same address; sister, BETTY WARREN, Route 2, Box 187, 
Robertso.n, Missouri. Records reflect that WARREN was 
visited by his mother and brother, PAUL WARREN, Robertron, 
Missouri, and brother, SCOTT WARREN, Pomona, California. 
While WARREN was in the MSP, m,was in the following cells: 

From November 6, 1959, until January 4, 1960, G70; 

From January 4, 1960, until Ju:ty 1, 1960, G89; 

From .Ji.y 1, 1960, until August 31, 1960, C20; 

From August 31, 1960, until 9ctober 31, 1960, ESO; 

,October 31, 1960, until January 6, 1961, E33; 

January 6, 1961, until March 17, 1961, F96. 

C 
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Warden HAROLD SWENSON advised confidentia-lly that 
WARREN had assisted his_department in an investigation which 
had been conducted and that from November, 1965, until after 
JAMES EARL RAY escaped from the MSP, that WARREN was in 
solitary confinement being given maximum security for fear 
of his life. Warden SWENSON continued that if at all possible, 
WARREN should not be contacted as he is-extremely nervous and 
fearful for his life. However, Ward.e:n SWENSON advised that 
WARREN is ,to be livi-ng witl'l his brother, SCOTT L. WARREN at 
17902 Edmond ,Place, Covina, California. 

SINCE WARREN WAS- SENTENCED TO THE MSP FOR A TOTALI=ERIOD, 
OF 30 YEARS ON CHARGE OF ROBBERY WITH A DANITEROUS .AND- DEAl5LY • 
WID\:PON i:Th,rb IS EX'l'REMELY NERVOU$, rm SHO'tJ!FBE KWH.OACDD wrra 

• CAUT!ON7rn1r1:io--S-STBLY' Ctm'SlDERElf "'Th"1:mn -KND DANGERoUS. 

,..;.,_;_~ 

All inmates and former inmates that have furnished 
information regarding subject requested that their identity be 
concealed by the Bureau for fear of retaliation from other 
prisoners because of their furnishing information to law 
enforcement agencies. 

----- ---
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UNl"I. ~ATES DEPARTMENT OF JU.E 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA1'10N 

·· . '. lie,oatofs 
Oates 

RAYMOND B. HOWE 
May 15, 1968 ' 

Offlct1 _ KANSAS CITY 

FleW Office FIie No.1 

!ti·. ' 

44-760 Burtau FIio No,: 44-38861 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DRo MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo 
(DECEASED)-. VICTIM 

i · a-ct,11 ··CIVIl'-i RIGHTS .... · CONSPIRACY; J . ......... · UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO · AVOID CONFINl!MJINT - ROBBERY 

I. JAMES EARL RAY reportedly ·escaped from M:tssquri State 
ff Penitentiary (MSP) on 4/23/67, where he was serving a 
,, twenty-year sentence for Robbery First and Operating a .MotC?r 
;•. Vehicle Without Permission. :rt is believed he escaped by 
1fi:. hidin•g in a bol1t deliver'ing bread to a prison farm located 
>' . . app~ox-imat .. ely five miles. from the- main prison. Subject's 
)'; · · · brother, ,10HN RAY,. St. Louis, Missou:r:t, v,isit~d him at the 

pr.i'son on 4/22/67. Interviews w:tth fellow inmates and' prison 
o.ff,icials reveai subject-··to be a "loner-'' and •was ·call~d the. 

· 
0 hide-·out guy'',: because h'e would stay hidden within :th·e 
confin·es -of· MSP' for a matter. of days at a ti~e.. Subject 
reportedly used amphetamines and barb~tes while in• prison.· 
RAY preferred ~o cell ~lone at -prison, ~as. very quiet, and 
m~de f.ew friends. Reports conflict as to any hqmosexual 
·activity o.~r his part;_ "Qne inmate·stated :he r~ad "girlie." .. ~ ... · .... 
books· and even.engaged in selling .and.renting books at MS~~ · 
H~ reportedly was· 0 very tight" with his money and used :Lt 
mainly to support his drug babit~ Reports· oonfli9t on his· 
anti-Negro sentiments, however, at one time.:in u. s. Penitentiary,. 

·.Leavenworth, Kansas, he stated he· could not, 11v·e :i.n a dormitor)" • 
that was integrated. At MSP, RAY always worked in- 1 k~t~hen 

· or b'a:ke:ry. Subject had made previous att13mp~s to escape ;from 
MSP·, but was unsuccessful. Because of t .. ~ese attempts, he was 
given a psychiatric evaluation. ·1n October, 1~~6. This 
revealed h~ had no physical. 'Cl:isease ·or defects .. requiring 
treatment. He was diagnosed . as havin_g a. sociopatli:Lc· 
persona;1.ty, anti·-s9oial1 type wit.h an.,1et;v a_nd depressive 
f~atur~~, but no:mental 1disease 1or defect wit~in the meaning. 
o.f 1 .the Missouri Sta.te. Code. 01p~GE BEN EDMONDSON, 

1 
'former 

' ' 
I 

. . ' 

ftll -=at entalu ultut mommollltatkml nof fM!ol1111on1 of the nr, It Ii the 11ro»01W ol Iha nr: 1!14 11 louecl ·eo ,om .....,, a ... 
. ltuontmtl IIIL'it liOUo 1.!1 dl1tril111ted_, ~!dU•OJll' .&trll1;18Y,.. . • , . ,. , , , , 
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escapee from MSP, who was located in Canada and is 
currently incarcerated at MSP, advised that RAY-associated 
with all the St& Louis inmates at the prison and is familiar 

·with the procedure to get Canadian passports, which are easy 
to come by in Montreal, Canad~. Handwriting samples were 
obtained from prison records and forwarded to FBI Laboratory, 
which resolved that the "GALT" writings have been identifi,ed 
as being prepared by JAMES EARL RAY. One former cellmate of 
subject advised that RAY had told him that he had hidden out 
on two previous occasions on the outskirts of a town called 
Campeche, Mexico, and that he smuggled small appliances to 
that area from Brownsville, Texas. Pertinent information 
from prison records and interviews concerning other suspects 
or look-alikes in this matter set forth. IN VIEW OF CRIME 
FOR WHICH SUBJECT BEING SOUGHT, HE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED 
AND DANGEROUS. 

- p -
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T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S 

DETAILS REGARDING ESCAPE -

WARRANT OF ARREST 

HANDWRITING SAMPLES 

INTERVI.EWS WITH FELLOW INMATES 
AND OFFICIALS AT MISSOURI STATE 
PENITENTIARY: .JEFFERSON CITY s MO. 

PENITENTIARY RECORDS -

MISCELLANEOUS 

3 

- - -
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DETAILS: 

DETAILS REGARDING ESCAPE 

On April 22, 1968, Warden HAROLD SWENSON, Missouri 
State Penitentiary, .Jefferson City, Missouri·, furnished the 
:following reports from their office concerning the es·cape by 
inmate JAMES EARL RAY, number 00416, on April 23 1 1967, to 
Special Agent ROWEN B .. ·. AYERS .. 

In addition to these reports, warden SWENSON 
advised that their records reveal this inmate had a vi.Si tor 
at the prison by the naine of JOHN RAY, St. Louis, Missou~.i, 
on April 22, 1967. JOHN RAY had visited him eight times prior 
to this visit. The only two other individuals listed by subject 
on his visitors' list at Missouri State Penitentiary were.MARY 
MAHER, St. Louis, Missouri, grandmother, and JERRY RAY, St. Louis, 
Missouri, brother. Records show the grandmother did not make 
any visi.ts to the prison, and JERRY made five, the last being 
in 1965. I 

4 
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I. 

n~ ~ ... -t. 1•" 1,., .-.-.,~: of ~ ... , .... ~l"\c': .,..., ... ~,.. -::..,'c" 1,_., __ .....,. • .._.._,.,_'-" ...... v-.J 

~-C::.;'?.i1-C~ cuirtiiJNIGA.TlCN 

To: 1'!..\Y 3, 196 7 

From: CA?rI.!'..N D~NTON STZELE 

~orkic$ upon the -premise th3t I~~3ta J~=~3 E~=l Ray tOC416 cade good his esc~pe 
f:-o::i the institution,":"Sunc!a.-:,•, A:,=H 23, 1%7, by co!1caalin3 hi::i.<Jelf in th~ R.!nz 
rar.i:i bread bo:i-: am! :ridin:; out :ha S.1.lly ::?o:-i: on tha ~!c;::.z F.z::n truck, I have 
inte=--✓i~,-:cd all eoncc!:'n~d w!.th the Renz Ji'"-n bt"cad r:m -Z-:?.d have fon.:i~d th~ opinion 
tl1st Ir.:i:11tc R~y. d·id ciffe.ct his E:~C!!.;?O ,Ji:! t::c Rc!'.Z F:iro bre~d run and the -ee.:lns 
of his esc~pa has rc;::!.:lit1ed a lll/St!'?:-y for t.en ~::.ys be-:ausa of gross derllliction of 
c!uty involvir.i t~rco .:nd possible ::::.:1-! p.::!.scn ?C:'Dor.::.d. 

~h~ Renz Fa=i:t true~, driven by G~~~d Of~icer Al=~cd Bu~~h~rdt c.'.!::lc through the 
Sally Fo;:t a.t a.p?ro::d-i'l.r.ely 3: 00 A.!·!. to pie~: .!? t~12 Renz F.:irn br(!ad, r.s.dc !:he pick 
~7 ~nd cc::,:e bz.ck t"hrouzh th~ S.:i.lly ~01:i: ct a.:,p::o:-:ir.!c..:cly 8: 16 A.?·!.- i-:h.an the truck 
arrived at R,1;nz 7ac a.--1d -.,.,as unla~.:icr. it l,Z:5 discov~rcd by Nr. Berna.rd P~scheng, 
c:ivili~n coo}:, th<!t the bread va~. tern and crus!i.od to tba extant that only a fc\1 
lo:ives wer~ us.!:ile and the res!: ha.t !:o bZ? fed to l:.~e chickens. To oy kn<mlet3c, 
up until the ti=:~ of this ra~ort, t11:)!'I! hai: b1:.:~i.l no :i.otific-ation frou er.y Renz 

.fa:-::i sou::ce o_f the condition of tl::..:! b::a.:d d::?livc~i· of that d~ta to any officer or official 
of ·the :paniteni:i?ry. Hr. ?csch~.:i.z tli.c. st.:,.te :o i:tc thac after he hoaid of Insnte 
,,.,.~'s " 4 ~-.--...,e.~r-n.C"' '""' d"'d .;..,..~ . .,. ........ r~--.--1 • ...... ,,,, .. nn,..._,. .., ...... b~bly c.,._,.,. out in t·•,,,. br,..,d ·~ii,I,,., U.a...;>Ql"'r - <.i.L 'Ir;. ... .:.. A .. w'-•••'- 4,.,··- -..... .L., .... _ •• .:...w .: .. -., .,.,.u \Jo . .;- ... ,_ i. '•'- ..,_~ 

box". ~:ncn as!,ad ;.;lty he did not .:~?c::t this to so:.:ccn3, Mr. Pesct-i:mz said he _did 
:e1]0rt it to Of ficcr !:u=kha;:-.:lt. ~nd <:o sc:::~onc it-:. the office. (He could not rs..~:nber 
who.) He ~lso said he told !-11:. Ji.:1 Stone, Civilia~ Cook, ,-,hen he c.a::ic to ..,ork tbe 
ne~t day. 

-Y:. Jio Stone, civitie.n coo!:: .:1t Renz 1a:rm, s:.id he sa,.; tbe bre.-1d the next day flnd it 
loo!:~d like it "ho.d been s!-lovclcd i"rrto th~ bo1:". Re said it: was not fit for use 
and w~s fed to t~e c~ick2r.s. 

Serge~nt John Setser wes the officer in c~~rga o: Renz Far~, Sundny, Ap~il 23, 1967, 
and h~ z tG.tcd that he could not .:-cc.::!11 }1r. Pc:.:;c~1cr:3 notifinz him of the condition 
cf the bread upon a-:riv.il ~t P.,-;:-:z F.::.-:r;i. ('this. seem.a a l"-Zther wca~, state:-a~nt:.) 

·cusrd Off iccr Ezra Sb.~ld~n ~ti!tc~ that '::.e c:ifi:.it~l:, rc!nemb(?r c:hcckinz tbe Ronz 
_Fam bread bo:-; .'.:nd a.lthouzh he. did no·;: bcr-.-:.le :;tw, ln:02.d it w.'.ls ne.:itly st.2ckcd 
,.,...,os-t to t'"'" ton- o,(! .. ...,,. bo·· (' 11'"'" Mov 1~01 ,~.,. ',r. 1 ,..,,, ... s "'en.,, '?l'!'I...,.. o-Ae•,..,.d 40 ~-..... :;_.4._, • "- 1,,,..,_._ "~• ,.:..,,._ :,I 611111 ,..., _'\.i....., V\,,i _...., •• ,, - ) I\. • - • ~M;.a 4"Wi •W 

loaves~ th~ bo:-: should ha.•,a b-.:;:::n t,hl~thi.:d £ull.) . 

Incat:.e Ray evidla!ntly r.!~de zooc. hi.;: esC.:!fJ;: via tha Re~z F~r..i. bread t-ruck. l!c oust 
have uzed a false bottom fo;: tc~ o:-~cd to be c::~.cl:ed as neatly ~s OfficGa:- Shuldon said 
it t--as. ~to one c.t Ren~ Fnrr.1 .::-:-:.1:!.::3 SN:inz thi:: f:,:sc botto.:!. t-111y shoold tb.e b~.atc 
dispo~e of tbe fa.lac botto:::i w~~n t:~~ b:::-c.~d ~.'.l3 :;::.~;zlcd beyond us~? 

.5 
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To: Date: 

From: ., . 

. , 

Subject:· 

Civilbn cool: nerna:-c1. Pas~:~i.:iG .,;;.r.J ,;,~1-:;av::r;: else i:-. ~-:1 of fici.s.1 ca~acity -t~~t was 
:J!.J~.:::e of th.:? b::-ar..d dcliv.r?ry r-.::e ;3-;Jilty of c:o!lc · ~\~tli~a11c.2 aiid de::eliction of 
C:uty and shodd be e.;,:;::o::-d~:.:!ly° ~i:::c}?li::'";;• 

--. 
R~fer to ~y rcpozt of ~,ril 2~, ~~~7, su:;ject i,~.1t3 J~7.cs E~rl R~y. It ir~te Ray 

..... 

did as.c~pa vit1 tCe R.e.n~ Fa-ro l)::Q::.~} ·r1.:n, :\·L~t"t. t;\c:-c is ~ dC~crer,zncy in Ga.l~d Off icci-: 
· Jo!,nni:!· Petre~ 1 s s~~t:c~':?:~:t t!:in~ :!c 't~~ r!:t:.1. ou: of ~~a l~i!:ch~:1 Yi1an· the t:,.;1ii1lii\e 

t d .. 16 
- • .... - .. :1 ,.,. h~-- ~,.~,· . G d 01! ... i p ~ "S u.:-ne oa-.. 1:0 .. rcc~ea~ion ya.ra ~"?.~o ne .. , .. ~r~ _:;""-\-1 ~ -•• " 0 ... _n. uar .r cer et.=ae 'U'" 

on duty a.t the !!.itche:i Ct:.:~ a!.1 t:;!s ;:.l.-i~. 

Officer Alfred Du?:!-.ha!'ct 1.3 en hi~ r~.;ul;.= cc.y 0£-E tH.s d.:te end I ~ ... .: unable to 
co.i.tt.ct hir:1. · I su3~cct th~t lt-~ ~1~ in::~~-·/i!.!~-:cJ -114 tl1~ ::tu:,sp!icra _of tl1a ,-rs~dcn•s 
o.ffica end ~cqu~in~cd ·~ith w:,.;..t wt: ch·e:..:S::: t-:::.ow. H:1:ibc he c~n. clear this thir.i up. 
So~o:':.e sec....~ to have bca11. doi:!S co!:;~ cc·....-~rinz \l~. 

cc: t::1.rl~11 . 
?-!r. 1~:-n 
C:l].)t;, Steele 
Fila 

-....... 

· i ~ ti it t ► -ri 1 
l ~ i, l ~t .. ~ 

· t r1• ~i_r\ ; : 

.... '1- t fl'~ 
6 
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To: 

From: 

Subject: 

' -·· 
.;}--·•--.. ~-,-~ .... of c ... r .. •·,,..~~i .... ·n.: • '"i'"·· ..... •~·-- ~ ~..., __ ..,_~ 

INTE!°~•Ol•1F!CE CC~DI'iJI\TICATION 

Dnte: _MAY 4, 1967 

Ceptnin Leroy Ca~ey ~nd t1ysclf int~rvic,:cd G:wrd Of~ic.er Alfred Bu;:kh.atdt this d.ite 
4nd obtained hi~ account of th~ Renz t":-::l br~~d :un on Sunday, April 23, 1967. 

Office:- Burkhardt st:at:e<i that '\,,;lie~ ho i:;.:i.cnc<l the ~:itchen doc!: that corning ha 
ur.lo~cod his c:i\pty brand bo~: c'.i.,H.i ~-t~td: t.:o chc bread .:oo:.i in the main kitchc-n via the 
elcv.c.to:. ac ch~cke:d th~ R.::nz Fa:.~ bo:-:. _:..i::.d. ::occd th.:i.t: hi:. b.:e.td .-1as loc.a~ci., 
~cco::pnnie<l the it1:a!<'-te w~o whe:c,lE:~ tho boz .:.o t:lt. loadt·.,::; dock, and 'li::.tchcd the box 
rct:!.:>Vccl .frol:! the ca.:t sncl loaded on i;h;;: c::.·.;;c:.~ by- th.; kitchen ir.o::ito il::.id tl:c !;:.side 
truck <iriver iru:iate. Officer nu::.:kha:::<lt s\:.:.tc<l tha:: he did ·not obsc=ve the ir.n~tcs 
strair;inu ·under any e:<t.;a load. H~ t:1,~n ,;n:oc.eud~~ to the Sa.lly Port. .'.'!nd i-:.ts present 
whcr. Guar<l Officer Ezra Shcl<lcn e.:_.i.::,in~<l the 1.>n,i,<.l bo::-c. Officer Burk.~arct not3d at 
chis til>1~· that tho bre~d was still nostly st~cl;~d nee:: the top of th~ box c:s it-
we.s wh:m he left tha bread 1:ocn. 

~ 

ite then i)rocee<l~d to the Ren~ J:nnn, s;;o:;~,ing on tlie way ~t l-Ir. Carl Mill 1 s residence 
~o dcliv.?r }ir. Hill's bread wl.:11.c:. w;;,.s in a scpcrc1.tea bo:<. Officer Burkhn:-dt st-ited 
that b.o went to tho roar of the t.:-.:d, auci. irn:.::otc. Lloycl R. Reno ifl0970, who rode 
the c~o of tbe true!, with hill.:, gv::. in the back of the true!{ end ha.need him Hr. }till' s 
i:,1:ee.d, i;:b.ich. he dclivc:-e<l. lie did 1.1ot at ·this tit.~e notice anythii1g emiss in tho 
truck. 

Wh~n te rc~c1!C:d the Ad.--:1iniscration bul.luir.g ho backi.a:d.° ap to the Front Door, want to 
the l:'c.ar. of the truck sr.d watched the. Renz ;:-'~rrl ki tch~:1 inmates unload the bread. lfa 
Sl:Z;.ted that at this time or.<? of the i;.:IuU.t:es c,lr.;:;:~1,tcc thut the br.?n.d v.1s sure in ~ 
lliCSS. Re saia. that he ncv~r lookc<2 ~t . t~·.c. b.:ead o~ g.-.ve: it: a thouiht as· to uhy the 
ba:ez.d ·would be riassed up buc that hu ..ilcl a~!~ the fa-.i.,a~e if ha thought. thay would · 
have to ~o after ,,mother ·lo.ld, The i;.w.n.t~ eseurcd him th~t they could u"t.a the brcc.c 
and ha dropped the natter • 

. Off icet: Burl--..hardt er.1p~1aticully $tat.es t~w.t. be never sut-1 the bread after it reached 
t~,e -F..cm:. Fo:r::::,. Hr: .Bernard l?~si.;h.:.1-t~ ue:vor 1.·e~iv.:.:ed the c1>n<lition of th~ bread to 
hio, ~nd that he h~d· n.eyer l1~ar<l oi th:: c.)nC:.ition o!: the bread fro::::i sr,~rv~\c else. 
Ue -was. asked w11y it di~n' t se~r:1. strri-:-,~~ to ht:n th'"t, after seeing the bread naatly st:1.c!~d 
in the Sally !lore, it should i.>a in ::. ~~~;; upor-. a-rri.ving at his destlnation. · ae 
said he just nc:vcr thought 2.i1ythi;:,~ .:.!; .:,~~ it any f1.i~tbc-r th.an checking as to whathet' 
or not he ~oul<l have to return fv~ ~o~c b=e~d. 

Captain Lc1.·oy Casey, in ·the co·,n:s~ of hi:; inv-:.stii:atio,: cf Ino~te J~uas Eurl Ray's 
escape, t~lkcd to Offic~i:' Bu~l~cr .. ~t on the tdi;,>hcr.o }1oncay~ April 2l,, 1967. Offic~r 
~uil,hartlt, at thc.t time, 1:olJ C<l{,~td.,1 C .. :;~y tac~ ~la.,cr~iv.:?d at th3 R~nz Fc1L.:i witb all. 
·the b-read he bad left the wo.11:. 1·1::.th, L~,~~ C.:.1,t~in. Ca:,,;:y tal":;ed \-iith Offic.?.r 
t·ur!;tu1rct in p~rsor:. ~md w:1.s to l<l 0y t::,c o.f.f icci: t:1 .. t h~ actually had not s~en the 
brc~t! .ift(:r it re~c!"lcd =~,~ f=.:::.~ b1Jt z.:;~:-.::·:.~d it ;.t,s all then~ because they didn't run 
out of b-re~d and tl~cre were no cv:·,::,1.aint..,,. 
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. pup:1rinuml of Corr<:-t:tforis 

lrER-0:-'l•:l~E CO?;li:HUN!CATION • 

· Subject: IU.Y, J ~es I il0C416-J Date April 24,1967 
To: B. J. PO I:i Y, H.1.J OR 

1.t':.GE III 't:).lfj .. 
. . 

cmmLUSIO!!S: 

Guard Oi'ficcr Jo1mnio Pctz-eo ,·;.:ls ncgligc:it of his dt..ty iri. 
not trying to locl:.t0 I:!:,:at~ Rey w~1cn he did not r~~ort for 
work at 11:00 A.!-1. ~id in not reporting the ab5encc or 
Ir ... "':l~te Ray to Centro}. C~ntol"' u!1d to O.f:ficcr Harold Sch~ffer 
,-tao :rolieved. hin at ·12:0·J P.~.1. 

Gue.rd Of.ficor naroJ.d Sch~fE'c1" ~,ms r..cslieent to a lesser 
e:-:tent -in n·ct kno-:-:ine to ::hc:::i. h~ zpol::e to over the ~elephone 
on a natter as i:.1pcl~tn:rr~ o.s a r:1.issin!.; in::1ate, ru.-ro- for not 

re:porth1g to Ccntr.::il Cs~tcr, e;Spc~:.:cll:r sine e In.-:iato Ray 
i~ ,·{ell. kz10:m c1s bcine er;?.::po prone. · 

The daily cai1 sheet :for the kit.~hcn is nade out by lCitd1cn 
off'i co iri..!-:..:l.t$S cl?'ld zi31cd l,:.r tb3 cc..1.:J.rd o.f:fi cer on duty. 
ir.'lcthcr "1.'..his proce()::.:r·c is d:11·-cc-tcd by civili.:?.n. cooks is not 
elec1r •. Tho call sh-8ct. is delivered. in tho evening (for the 
next de.y} by the ir:1"10.t,c ... firi:/.:, .. c:;ok. This call Gl1cct s..'1-iould 
be directed by a.'1.<l cic;:icd by t1H3 civili.:1z1 cook in clrn.rga ru1d 
countcrsizned by the gi.:c:d o.fi'iccr. In:-~atcs should ba required 
to honor ~he call ti1:~ot; unlc!:m c::.ncclled by tha cii.d.lia."1 c◊ok •. 

All of£ duty kitch~"1 a:d c.cck lJOr1-:t::!•S m-o allo:.,1ed to ea~ 
their m.ocls in the kit~}-.. 0..."lo This cre~:tes too much traffic 
a"!d confusion~ 'l'he !Iitcr.c..-i G~.-~~ Office::- ~·:ould be able to 
better control tr.~ tr,:.ffi c if cnly duty \':orke!'s \·toi ... -a allo:.·rod 
in tho kitchen. 

The lm. .. ge nm:ibcr of outside p-zopla 1.:;ot!:1 ir.zw.te ru:d civilia."1. 
nllo:;:0d insi<le th0 1:,:--D..ls on •.-:c:.;l~cnt.ls is tlofinitely a security 
risk, especially ,..-hon t!·w r~~·-!l.c.rily &r,sisncd Rou:id Gato c:.."'ld 
Front Door oi"ffccrs uro not O!l d:.ityl>. Definite procedures 
~hould be sc-t up. · .· .. 

cc: i·:arden s,-:anr;o:2 
Hr. Elliott, A.~;-.c. 
file 
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'F.0-302 (Res. A·IS-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Oate,_....,......4.,.../....,2_4_/_6._8 ____ -,--

On.April 21, 1968, Major BERNARD J. POIRY,, · 
Custodial Officer, Missouri State :Penitentiary, said he 
has been unable to recall the name of the person who told 
him about RAY escaping in the bread container from the 
prison bakery in April of 1967. He said, however, the 
person who allegedly helped by putting a card board cover 
over him was not GEORGE OWENS, but GEORGE JONES, who is 
still in the penitentiary and employed in the bakery. . 
He said there·is no doubt in his mind but that RAY escaped 
via the bread truck •. 

I 

Major POIRY also said that he received information 
on April 21, 1967, from the prison "grapevine,_no source 
identifiable, that the talk in the pen is that RAY made 
contact with WALTER NOLAN-, who was released from the 
penitentiary on a writ, and that probably NOLAN' was the 
11 brains" behind the KING murder. He said there .was absolutely 
no information to confirm this report and he has no infor­
mation'that NOLAN- and RAY even associated together in 
the penitentiary. 

4/21/68 at· Jefferson City, Mi-·s·s·ouri Flle#·_-=-1~;_:·C:___4:....4:....-_7_6:....0 ______ _ 

by:_· ___ , S_A_R_O_W_E_N __ B_._A_Y_E_R_S ____ : ____ S_S ___ Oote dictated __ 4_/_2_2_/_6_8 ____ _ 

T~is document contolns neither re<:ommendallons nor condusi~ns of the FBI. II ls the property· o! the FBI ond is loaned lo your agency';_ 
·1t and its con.tents are no_t to be dfstri_buted outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
4/21.f./68 Date_ _________ _ 

GEORGE HAROLD JONES, Missouri State Penitentiary 
(MSP) #45.51.6, who has been in the MSP since 1957 from 
St. Louis, Missouri advised he is now head baker at the 
.peni-t,e-Rt-iaFy ~ He. ,said he was working in the bakery with 
JAMES EARL RAY when the latter escaped in April of 1967, 
but he has never been contacted in connection therewith. 
He said he also worked in the bakery when RAY was working 
in the kitchen. He said they were acquainted for six or 
seven years. He said he never talked to RAY about his plans 
to escape and did not know how RAY escaped. He said a man 
could conceal" himself in the brea·d boxes used in 1967. · He 
said they were wooden boxes about 4 1/2' by 2 1/2'. 

~ 

He said however if a man concealed himself in one 
of the boxes the officials of the penitentiary would have 
known about it as soon as the box was relivered without bread. 
He ,said after RAY was missing, the officials continued their 
search for him for about 12 or 13 days on the theory he had 
.-'hid out tr as he had done before. He said inmates we!'e 
forbidden to take sandwiches out of the eating areas because 
officials thought they might take food to RAY. He said he was 
making a sandwich one afternoon and a lieutenant asked him 
what he was going to do with it. He said he was going to take 
it to RAY, in a kidding manner. The officer said "he knew RAY 
went over the wall". He did not recall the identity of the 
officer. · 

JONES said he did not know RAY's friends. He said he 
never heard of a RAYMOND LEWIS CURTIS. He said RAY is not the 
type of person who would kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. He said RAY 
never talked about Negroes or anything else and he believes 
"they have the wrong guy". 

J0NES· said that he never heard of RAY using drugs 
and he knew RAY was not a hom0sexual. He said he could not 
furnish any information as to the whereabouts of RAY or could 
he name anyone who could. 

On, __ 4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at Jefferson City, Missouri 

SA EOTMEN B. AYERS SSC 4/23/68 

by_:•---------------------
Date dictated _________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It i$ the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:. 

it and fts contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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KC 44-760 

The following invest:i.gation was conducted by 
Special Agent THOMAS H. WEAVER: 

AT J~FERSON CITY 1 MISSOURI: 

__ On April 23, 1968, Major BERNARD POIRY, Assistant 
Associate Warden of Custody~ Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP), 
advised that a thorough search of 'the property room at the MSP 
failed to reveal any personal effects of JAMES EARL RAY left 
behind after his escape. He said that he usually goes through 
any personal effects left behind by an escapee for leads, but 
he cannot· recall whether or not he ever saw anything left behind 
by RAY~ He stated that if other inmates know an inmate has 
escaped, they will strip his cell of anything worthwhile. Major 
POIRY advised that he will continue to search for any personal 
property of RAY and will advise if such is located. 

On April 29, 1968, Mr. BERNARD PESCHANG, Route 2, 
a cook at the Renz Prison Farm, Missouri State Penitentiary, 
advised that he had worked at the kitchen at the MSP in 
about 1963-64 when RAY was working there pushing a food cart. 
to the hospital. He recalled at the time that RAY was known 
as the "hide-out guyfl from a previous occasion when he.hid 
inside the ·pri.son for some time before being found. He 
recalls ·that on a Sunday morning, durin.g April, 1967, the 
bread truck arrived at the Renz farm when PESCHANG was 
there as the cook, and the bread was 11messed up". RAY had 
hidden out again once while PESCH.ANG was at the Renz farm, 
and when he saw the bread box with the 11messed up" bread, he 
thought then, without knowing why, that "JIMMY RAY must be out 
again". He did not know at the time, he said, that RAY was 
working in the bread room at the main prisont and he has no 
idea who might have helped RAY escape on this occasion. When 
he heard later that RAY had indeed escaped, he recalled 
the'\nessed up" bread and .notified his superiors. a'b the Renz 
farm. The bread box used to transport bread in an 
open truck from the main prtson to the farm had contained 
sufficient bread to be used on the day it was received, but 
it was a large enough box that a man in a cramped position 
could have been hidden under some layers of loaves. 
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KC 44-760 

PESCHANG said that he has no idea who RAY's close_ 
friends were, and a.s he recalled, MY ttgot along" but was 
not close to anyone. He knew "RAY ·wti.s unMippy in "prison, 
from working with him at the kitchen at the main prison, 
and he had heard RAY say that he would "make it to South 
America" if he ever got out of prison. He said·he never 
heard RAY make any statements to indi:cate he -wa:s un.usually 
prejudiced against Negroes, and. he -di:d not seem to he t·he 
type to have it "in" for anyone., ,b1:1t was just n.f.or JIM1lY .RAYu. 
He said that the bread i"n the bread box on the day RAY 
reportedly escaped, was turned -around and turned over, and 
not neatly stacked as it usually was on arrival at the farm. 
He does not believe any incidents at the time occurred which 
would indicate any guard had anything to do with helping RAY 
escape; and he could not be certain that RAY got out in the 
bread box, but it would have been possible • 

... 
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F0-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

.· ,;~\. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date_-__ 4_/_2_9_/_6_8 ____ _ 

·Mr.HAROLD SCHAEFFER, 630 Adams, Jefferson City, 
Missouri, employed at the Missouri State Penitentiary f.rol!l 
12:00 'PM to 8:00 AM as tower \11atch on Tower 14, formerly 
gate guard in the Penitentiary Kitchen (and bakery) said 
he-worked .on the latter assignment for about two years-in 
the period between 1965 and 1967, and knew JAMES RAY. 

He recalled that he went on duty at 11:00 AM on 
. April 23 • 1967. He said RAY worked in back of the kitchen 
. -~ ;Ji. ,'br\ead iSJicer who packed the bread boxes. He wor:lted 
-alone. He said be did not know RAY well. He said RAY would 
have had to leave the pepitentiaryt if he escaped in a bread 
box, sometime before 11:00 AM, as the bread. goes to the farms 
early in the morning, or at least before,11:00 AM .. He said 
the other guard on duty with him was ROBER'l' HIGGINS who now 
lives some place in Arizona. 

He recalled that about 3:00 PM>he was contac""l;ed by 
Warden SWENSON who told him that RAY had escaped and wanted 
to know what he knew about it. He said he did not know RAY 
had leftJ as he had no occasion to check on him. He said he 
was "bawled out". He said a search continued inside the walls 
for RAY for several days. 

SCHAEFFER said he did not know any associates of 
RAY, and had no dealings with him~ He denied that he had 
ever furnished RAY with any amphetamine, or any other type 
of contraband. 

He said he has heard very little talk about RAY, 
either following his escape or since the allegation appeared 
in the papers that RAY was being sought for the murder of 
.Dr._ MARTIN LUTHER KING. He said he could furnish ~o. infor­
mation concerning his whereabouts or of anyone who might ·have 
such information~ 

. Mr. SCHAEFFER said he knows "WHITEY" DOWDA. He 
sa·id about eight months ago, DOWDA was in Jeffers.on Ci,ty, 
•Missouri -with bis new wife, and stayed for a couple of nights. 
:He f,ormerly worked in the penitentiary kitchen, and would 

4/2'.5/68 Jefferson City, !Ussouri KC 44-7·60 On _________ ·at ______________ Flle# ___________ ---'--,--

SA ROWEN B. AYERS:ENV 4/26/68 
•bY----~-----------------Date dictated _________ _ 

This documenl contoins neilher recommendations nor conclusions of !he FBL It is 1he properly of 1he FBI and is looned to your agency; 
it ond its conlents ore not !o be distributed outside your agency. 
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-have 'known RAY, accordiµg to Mr. SCHAEFFER. He said he 
was walking on Capitol Avenue and DOWDA c.ame by and asked w. 

him if he wanted a ride to his car. He went with DOWDA and 
another guard by the name· of JOHN PETREKE or. PETREE,. or .­
similar, to a tavern and a few beers. -· PETREKE asked DOWDA. 
if he and his wife wanted to stay all night at the PETREKE 
residence. He did not know if the invitation was accepted. 
He said DOWDA was on his way to California at the time. He 
was_driving a Volkswagen which he said belonged ~o his wife. 
He said he was with DOWD1\. for about 1½ hours. He said he 
observed DOWDA at the front gate of the penitentiary talkin,g 
to the door man, but did not see him go in. He said he did 
not know how well RAY knew DOWDA. . . 

14 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15·6,4) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mr. STEPHAN I. KRAL, Elston; Missouri, Officers' Dining 
Room Supervisor, Missouri State Penitenti~ry, formerly guard 
at Renz Farm, said it was his regular job in 1967 to drive the 
tt-uck ·to the main prison for bread five days.a week, except 
weekends. He said the truck leaves Renz Farm about 8:00 a.m"!, 
·and gets the bread no later than about 8:30 a.m. He said the empty 
box is taken from Renz Farm and taken to the loading dock. At 
that place the driver gives the order for bread. The inmates 
take the·empty box on an elevator to the bakery and a box is loaded 
w.ith the order. It is then broughit ba,ck to the dock.. The 
driver is supposed to check it to be sure it contains nothing 
but bread.· He said the b~x was about 4 by 3 feet. He said it 
holds about 100 1oaves of bread and they are packed 15 loaves 
to each layer. He said he always ran his arm down inside the 
box to count the layers. He .-~id the truck then goes out to 
the truck tunnel. There a guard again checked to be sure there 
was nothing under or around the truck, including the box a.nd 
under the hood. He, if satisfied, sig·naled the tower and the 
exit gate was released and.the truck went back to the farm. 
He said the truck made several stops for lights, int-erse.ctions, 
etc., en route and one would have no difficulty getting off the· 
truck. H~ said the box was large enough to hold a man. 

Mr-~ KRAL said that he heard some talk; after RAY escaped, 
that some officers had seen RAY upracticing a little yogi11

, that · 
is, curling up in corners, a~d similar. He said he presumed he 
was doing this to see if he could fit in the bread box, but he had 
no personal information in this regard. He also said he "heard" 
that Renz Farm had been receiving more bread than requested for 
two or three days prior to April 23, 1967 •. 

Mr. KRAL said the entire delivery trip from Renz to 
the Penitentiary and back did not continue until after 9:00 a.m. 

He said he did not know what procedures of checking 
were followed on April 23, 1968~ as this was a weekend and 
both the regular driver and regular tunnel checker were off duty. 

0 4/26/68 t Jefferson City, Mo. # KC 44-760 · n. _______ a ________ ..;......;. _____ _rFile ---------~---

by __ SA __ R_O_W_E_N_B_._A_YE_r.,_R_S _____ C_l_i_b_) ____ Oote dictoted __ 4_/_2_6_/_S_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommenootions nor co.nclusions of the FBI. II is the property. of the FBI and Is looned to your ogency; 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your .agency. 
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'FD-302 (Rev. 4•15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Oote, _ ____:4..:../=.2..;..7.:../..;;.6..;..8 ____ _ 

Mr. ALFRED BURKHARDT, 305 Boonville Road, formerly 
employed by the Missouri State Penitentiary, said he was the 
relief driver of the nbread truck11 for Renz· Farm on April 23, 
196.7. He said he picked up the bread about 8: 30 a-.m. He 
noted the box was on the platform (loading dock). He said 
this was unusual because usually the empty is taken from the 
truck and the full box returned. He said he recalled it had been 
there the day before. He said he was supposed to check the box 
to be sure it contained nothing but bread. He said the box was· 
.a.bout 3 by 2-1/ 2 feet. - He said. he :had he,ar4 '.°'that ·s.omeone tried 
to get into one of these boxes, after RAY's ~scape, and could 
not do it with room for bread. He said the box is checked at the 
dock, and at the tunnel. He·said, however, that it was not 
"probed." He said the check was_ visual. He said the box was 
delivered to Renz- Farm and he heard no more about it. 

However, he "heard" the next day that civilian cook at 
Renz Farm complained ''that the brea<l had been all messed up." 
He also "heardn that there was no shortage of bread·on April-23, 
1-968. He said he also "heard" that some of RAY's · c·lothirig · 
ahd been found on the loading dock a week or two after the 
escape. He said the only thing unusual about. this particular 
trip and perhaps the 22nd, was that the box was on the dock when 
he arrived there. 

On lJ/26/.6•8 at- Jefferson City, Mlssou.ri Flle·# __ _,_.~K~C~-l.f.,:,;;;4:;.;;-;;;..7~6~0~--''-----

by.· SA ROWEN B. AYERS (lib) Date d lctoted _ ___.4..,_/...,.2....,6,.__._/_,6"-'8"'--___ _ 

T~is docurrienl conlal_ns _nellher recommendalions nor conclusi~ns of lhe FSI. It is the properly· of lhe FBI and is loaned to ·your agency·:. 
11 ond its contents are no! to be distriputed outside. your agency. 
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KC 44.a..760 

WARRANT OF ARREST 

On April 24, 1968, an amendect·complaint, as authorized, 
was filed by Special Agent ROWEN B. AYERS before United States 
Commissioner W. C. SHELEY at Jefferson City, Missouri, charging 
JAMES EARL RAY with Unlawful Flight to Ai(oid Confinement ill 
connection with the commission of a crime of Robbery First, 
in violation of Title 18 1 Section 1073, United States Code. 
Bond returnable was set by the United S_tates Attorney at 
$5,000.00 to the United States Commissioner at Jefferson 
City, Missouri. 

Mr. SHELEY issued a warrant on the above complaint 
on April 24, 1968t which has been transmitted to the Office 
of the United States Marshal at Kansas City, Missouri. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KC 44-760 

HANDWRITING SAMPLES 

On April 20, 1968, one copy of a letter.in the 
handwriting of JAMES E. RAY dated October 24, 1966, was 
furnished to the FBI Laboratory for comparison purposes. 
The letter was from RAY to Dr. EARL C. KEPLER, Biggs 
Building, Fulton, Missouri, and was furnished to Special Agent 
ROWEN B. AYERS by Dr. G. B. PETERSON, State Hospital No, 1 1 

Fulton, Missouri, on April 19, 1968. 

On April 27, 1968, thirty-four pages containing 
purported handwriting and hand printing of JAMES EARL RAY were 
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory, also for compa.rison purposes. 
These items were contained in the Missouri State Penitentiary 
file of RAY and were furnished to Special Agent ROWEN B. AYERS 
on April 26, 1968, by Mr. HARRY LAUF, Records Officer, Missouri 
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri. 

On May 6, 1968, twenty-two pages of handwriting of 
JAMES EARL RAY as obtained from the U. S. Penitentiary, 
Leavenworth, Kansas, and one copy of a form dated April 4, 
1958, signed by JAMES EARL RAY, obtained from U.S. Probation 
Officer, Kansas City, Missouri, were forwarded to the FBI 
Laboratory for comparison purposes. The twenty-two pages 
of handwriting samples were obta.ined by Speci·a1 Agent MAX E. 
RICHARDSON and the form from the U.S. Probation Officer, 
Kansas City, Missouri, was obtained by Special Agent THOMAS 
J. CONNOLLY. 

18 
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~ LABORATORY _A...,;;.. 

FEDE~AL m.mEAU OF l~~VESTmtrrmN 

To: 

WASMH'JGTON, D. C. ~@§25 

FBI u h. (44-1987) Date: April 24 1 1968 
, .Lilemp is . 44 38861 

FBI File, No. -

Re: MURKIN Lab. No. D-561271. JK 
CR 

Specimens received 4/22/68 

Kl71 Missouri State Penitentiary form dated 10/24/66 1 
bearing known handwriting of JAMES Eo RAY 

ALSO SUBMITTED: Copies o:f_two-page report of psychiatric 
examina·tion dated 10/24/66 

Result of examination: 

The "Galtu writings considered together and specimen 
Kl7l·can be identified as·na.ving been prep.:.red by the sc:1.me 
individui>.lo 

Becc:1.-use of tne limited questioned m~teri~l it-nd the 
l.:..ck o:r compo.ra.ble letters and letter combinations, it could 
not be determined whether the u:darvey Lowmyern signature on 
the Q72 gun .invoice was prepared by-JAMES E. RAY, Kl71o 

Specimen Kl71 is being retained. 

19 

... \ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



------- ---

7-lb 

To: FaI, tremphis (44-1987) 

.Re: MURKIN 
CR 

Specimens received 4/29/68 

Date: May 1, 1968 
FBI Fl.le No, 44-38861 
Lab. No. D.-561775 JI{ 

K2ll Various documents comprising thLrty-fo1:1r pieces of 
paper bearing purpo1·te.,d known h:?..11dwriting and hand 
printing of JAI.lES EARL RAY, obtained from his file 
at Missouri State P~nitentiary 

Result of examination: 

It was ctincluded that the questioned hand printing 
appearing on items attributed to Eric S~ Galt was prepa~ed 
by JM,rns EARL RA?-7, Kl 71 ai1d K211. 

Because of the presence of characteristics which 
cannot be explained ou ti.1e basis of the knovm handwriting of 
J'.AMES E.f-lHL RAY, it cannot be definitely determined ·whether 
the 0 Harvey Low:myer" s:i.gno.ture 011 Q72 ".n.s prep8.red by this 
individual; hoTiever, sigµificant handwriting similarities were 
noted .. 

Specj.men K211 has been photographed and is 
temporarily retained .. 

,, 
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FEDERAL . BU~EAU OF INVESTIGATION 
·· _ WASHINGTON, D. · C. 2-0535 - · 

TO! - FBI, Memphis ( 44-1987) Date: . May 9, 1968 
FBI File No. 44-3-8861 

Re: ·MURKIN Lab. No. · D-562610 JK 
CR 

Specimens received ·s/7/68 

:). K257 - Twenty-one sheets of paper and one copy of a form 
dated 4/4/58, bearing known handwriting and hand 
printing of J~MES E~RL RnY 

. -
i1LSO SUBMITTED: One "Inmate Request To· Staff Membe·rf' form 

for JACK M. RAY, Noo 59602 

Result of examination: 
·'() 

The.additional known handwriting-of JAMES EARL RAY, 
represented by K257-, ·does not-sufficiently augment the known 
handwriting of this individual previously.received to-permit 
the identification of the· "Harvey Lowmyern signature on Q72 
with this individual. 

K257 · is temporarily retained. · 

- ...... 
'J ... 
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FO-302 (Rev. 4• l S-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote._4_/ _2_4_/_6_8 _____ _ 

l 

Mr. BEN GOODIN, Salesman, Schantzmeyer Ford, Southwes·t 
Blvd., Jefferson City, Missouri) advised that he formerly 
was chef at the Missouri State Penitentiary and knew JIMMY 
RAY well, actually being his boss for about six years. He 
said RAY was a good friend of a blond inmate by the name 
of DOWDA.. He said DO:.·lDA hated Negroes. He said that 
sometime about a year ago, DOWDA c~~e through Jefferson City 
driving a Volkswagen. He stopped to see GOODIN and had a 
female with him he introduced as his wife. He told GOODIN 
he had a Mustang and his father operated· a resort in 
Florida and he was mana~er of a chicken fry cafe in either 
Atlanta, -Georgia, or Montgomery, Alabama. He asked GOODIN 
not to indicate to·his wife that he had been in the ttpen". 

GOODIN said that sometime later DOWDA telephoned 
him from California, and said that he needed money and 
asked GOODIN to send him some. He refused, and DOWDA 
called a second time and GOODIN refused. He said he has 
not heard from him since. 

GOODIN stated that since DOWDA was a "racist" that 
he might be an accomplice of RAY in the murder of Doctor 
KING. He also thought that both RAY and DOWDA were mixed-
up in 11 peddling dope" in the penitentiary, but he could never 
prove it. He said DOWDA had a detainer from Florida which was 
dropped. He said he knew RAY wanted to escape and he "killed" 
a request by RAY for a transfer to a farm because of this. 
He said RAY was "strictly a loner" and very quiet. He knew 
of no personal feelings on the part of RAY in connection 
with Negroes. He knew of no other close friends RAY may 
have had. 

~/21/68 at Jefferson City, Missouri File#_K_C __ 4_4_-_7_6_0 ______ ~ 

by ___ S_A_R_O_t;_JE_N_B_. _A_Y_E_R_S ____ :--=-p_e _____ Oote dictoted __ l!_/_2_3_/_6_8_. -----

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond Is loaned to your agency; 
ii ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your 09ency. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4,_,/~2=-4-'--'/'----=6=8 _____ _ 

l 

On April 22, 1968, RAY PRUETT, number 2195, Clerk, 
K Hall, said that he knew JAMES RAY well and vis.i ted him on 
occasion in the hall. He said he considered RAY as a 
"neighbor". He said that RAY never used any type of drugs 
except for, medicine, had no ill feelings tmvard the Negro 
race and had no abnormal sexual habits. He said he first 
met RAY in jail in St. Louis about 1959 and knew him all 
of the time they were in the penitentiary except for a 
brief period he, PRUETT, was on parole. 

He said that 1 RAY is the type of person who has no 
enemies. He never said anything bad about anyone and minded 
his own business. He was very quiet; interested all the 
time in escaping and caused no one any trbu~le. He said 
RAY had no friends as such, but talked to·a few persons. 
His primary interest was baseball& He did not mention his 
family and was very conservative in rega1~ds to spending 
money. He did not gamble, according to PRUETT. PRUETT ✓ 
said that if RAY would say he killed-Dr~ KING that he, 
PRUETT, would not believe him. He said that .. RAY is 
just not the type. He said he could furnish no· information 
regarding the possible whereabouts of RAY and had no 
information concerning who might have aided in his escape 
from prison. 

He said RAY is not the type of person to have committed 
the crime of killing Dr. KING, in his opinion. 

4/22/68~tJefferson City, Missouri KC 44-760 File# __________ - __ 

SA ROWEN B. AYERS SS 4/22/68 by _______________________ Dote dictated __________ .;_ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ol the FBI. II is the property of the FBI and is loaned lo your agency; 
it and its conlenls are nal to be d;st,ibuled outside your ogency. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
lt/24/68" Dote ___________ ,., 

. On April 22, 1968, BILLY EDWARD MILES, number 02185, 
serving life in the Missouri State Penitentiary said he was 
interviewed by reporters with the permission of Warden . 
SWENSON and he has been quoted, without the u9e of his name, 
ab0ut his knowledge of RAY. He said he has kno~n RAY since 
February of 1961, and knew nothing of his family or back­
ground although RAY mentioned having a brother and sister. 
He said he celled in K-Hall four cells away from RAY and 
worked in the bakery with him. He said no one is aotua.lly 
a tlfriend" of RAY 1 s as he had no close friends. He said 
the·. person· nearest to bping his friend is an ex-convict 
from St. Louis, Misso¥ri, discharged about 1965 by the 
name of CARL DRAKE. He said RAY and DRAKE got along well. 
He said he believed he was as close to RAY as ·anyone else, 
but he could not say he was a good friend. He-said he attended 
baseball games with RAY and RAY was interested in following 
games on T.V. and in _the papers. He did not use drugs and 
MILES denied that he knew RAY as a homosexual or possessed 
of abnormal sexual behavior otherwise. He said RAY was 
always looking for means to escape, but did not discuss•his 
plans. He never mentioned where he would go should he 
escape. MILES believed RAY was above average, for a convict., 

.in mentalityl He said some of the inmates believed he was 
11 crazy 11 for his escape attempts. He said, for a time, he 
and RAY operated a book shop together. He said they made 
some money-off of this. This shop consisted of obtaining 
various paper back books and selling and trading them for 
small amounts. He denied that RAY was in any way 
connected with the sale or use of dope and did not know of 
his doing any gambling. He said RAY-talked to Negroes, but 
did not associate with them and expressed no animosity towards 
them. He said RAY was very retiring and self conscious. He 
could not imagine RAY taking dancing lessons, or spending 
money fo9lishly. 

him. 
MILES said RAYMOND LEWIS CURTIS was not known to 

' i 

4/22/68 at Jefferson City, Missouri• File#--_K-C_4~1f_--7_6~0~------
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1 
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On April 22, 1968, JJMMY Z. BRADLEY, in the 
Missouri State Penitentiary as JAMES Z. BRADLEY, number 
71844, said he has been serving a life sentence since 
December of 1956. He said he knew RAY as an employee in 
J Hall for a time and knew he lived in K Hall. He said he 
spoke to RAY on occasion and observed his activities in K 
Hall. He said RAY lived in K Hall for at least two years 
and always desired to cell alone. He said he, BRADLEY, 
was in solitary when RAY escaped and knew nothing of it. 

He said that l'-AY was·exceptionally quiet and rather 
an "odd person". He said he knows that RAY took mild drugs 
such as amphetamine and had very small veins and it was­
difficult for RAY to 11 mainlinen his shots. He said RAY 
always believed he was ill, and used drugs on occasion as 
a matter of medicine. However, whenever he could he 
purchased amphetamine and barbi tuat_es. BRADLEY said RAY 
probably had a source within the penitentiary for these 
drugs, but he declined to discuss the matter furtner. · He 
said RAY never sold such. 

BRADLEY said that RAY is very quiet and woul<l 
·be very hard to locate. He said he would not know where 
to locate him and could furnish no information as to who 
might. He said he did not believe RAY would kill anyone 
unless his life was in jeopardy. He said that no one 
could say he is a friend of RAY's because RAY had no 
associates who he would consider as "friends 11

• He said 
RAY is the type of person who might find employment on a 
ranch, a chicken farm,·or a lumber camp or similar •. He 
said if RAY took dancing lessons this would be completely 
out of character for him. He said RAY spent money only when 
he had to and "did not mess around with anyone". 

BRADLEY said RAYMOND LEWIS CURTIS is unknown to him. 

The following is the maili,ng list. for JIM z. 
BRADLEY, number 71844, as obtained from his file on April 
23, 1968:· 

4/22/68 Jefferson City, Missouri 
On _______ ,ot lie# -------------

KC 44-760 

SA ROWEN B. AYERS : SS 4/22/68 bye-· ______________________ bate dictated _________ _ 

This· ,docu·menl conlotns_ .ne.llher recommendofions nor conclusi~ns of the FBI. It is lhe property· of the FBI on</ is looned to you_r ogency: 
·lf ond its contents are nc:il to b·e dislri_buted outside. your agency. 
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Wife 

Mother 

Father 

I 

26. 

MAXINE BRADLEY, 135 St. George, 
St. Louis, Missouri, age 23. -­
PHIE BRADLEY, 1724 A. So. 14th, 
St. Louis, Missouri, age 49. 
JOHN B. BRADLEY, 1023 Lafeyette 
Street, St. Louis, Missouri, 
age 58. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV~STIGATION 

4/24/68 
1 Dote, __________ _ 

JEROME (NMN) CARPENTER, Missouri State Penitentiary 
(MSP) #0304, serving life for murder from June 15, 1961, 
stated he has been confined and has worked in the psychiatric 
section of the Prison. - ·He said he ha-s known JAMES · EARL RAY 
in prison since-about 1963, but does not know him well. 
He sa·id he used to live in Quincy,· Illinois and attended 

. school with JERRY RAY, brother of JAMES. He said he knew the· 
father of the RAY boys as JERRY RAY. He recalled that when 
he was about 15 years of age, his mother ran away with JERRY 
RAY and went to St. Louis, 'Missouri. He said they separated 
about two years ago and his mother moved back to Quincy 
and lives at 630 North 6th Street. He did not know what 
happened to JERRY RAY. He said his mother also wrote to him 
from 1818 South 12th Street in St. Louis, Missouri. She used 
the name of RUBY CARPENTER and RUBY RAY and worked as an 
inspectress at various hotels such as the Jefferson, Coronodo 
and the Park Pl·aza in St. Louis. 

He said he knew JIMMY CARPENTER who left the 
penitentiary some time ago. He said he did not know if this 
CARPENTER knew JAMES RAY or not. JEROME CARPENTER said he 
only.saw the mother of JAMES RAY once and that was when she came 
to the home of'his grandmother to find out what happened 
to her husband and his mother. · 

He said he heard of RAY escaping from the penitentiary 
but did not know the details. He said RAY was a quiet, meek 
person who was very soft spoken. He said he rarely saw RAY 
in the penitentiary and did not know him in Quincy, Illinois. 

·He said he could furnish no information as to the whereabouts 
of RAY. 

4/22/68 On _______ ot Jeff er son City , Missouri File #__:K;.;.,...C::.._...:.4...:.4_-...:.7...:.6:...0=---------
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
'-1-/24/68 Date __________ _ 

ORLAN EUGENE ROSE, Inmate No. 73723, Missouri 
State Penitentiary, said he first came to the Missouri 
State Penitentiary in 1958. He said he first met .RAY in 
jail at Kansas City, Missouri in.1955, and celled. with him 
and WALTER RIFE prior to the time that all three went to 
Leavenworth, Kansas. He said RIFE may have been a homosexual 
as he liked to .fool around with young boys, but he said at 
the Jackson County Jail, Leavenworth, and Jefferson City, 
Missouri, RAY gave no indication of abnormal sexual behavior. 

He described RAY as quiet, a loner, and "not a 
loud mouth". He could 11ot picture RAY, he said,· as being 
vicious. He said RAY liked to follow baseball. He said 
they both lived in K Hall and associated together. He said 
they talked every day. He said RAY "did not fool" with as 
many as five men in the penitentiary. He said RAY used 
amphetamines when he could.get them. He paid from $2.00 
to $5. 0 0 . a shot. He did not get in_to debt and did not gamble. 

He said he was in maximum security when RAY escaped 
and knew nothing of the details. He said the rumor inside is 
that RAY did not escape in a bread truck, but he had no in­
formation as to how he did escape. 

He said RAY has a half-sister in St. Louis> Missouri 
with his mother. He said ·RAY did not like his mother as she 
.left him and started living with an ex-convict out of Illinois. 
He said RAY has a brother and some half brothers. He believed 
his mother is living and re-married after the ex-convict died. 
She may have had some property "which she· lived up". 

ROSE said the inmates call him "The Jewn in the 
penitentiary, but he said RAY was "tighter" with his money 
than ROSE~ He said he could not imagine RAY spending any 
money for dancing lessons or leaving a gun behind him some­
place because of this characteristic • 

. ROSE said he did not know any RAYMOND LEWIS CURTIS, 
nor did he know of this person as an ass·ociate of RAY 1 s. 

~/22/68 Jefferson City, Missouri KC 44-760 o .. _______ at ___________ _;__ ____ flle#_-____________ _ 

SA ROWEN B. AYERS - lw 4/23/6~ 
by ________ _,_ _________ ~ ____ Oate dictated_· _________ _ 
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On April 22, 196&, Warden HAROLD SWENSON, in =· 
addition to furnishing a copy of the entire files of the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, furnished an article handed 
to him on April 22, 1968 by ORLAN ROSE which is: 
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____ ....._ ______________________________ . -----·-··· ... -·------·---

·warden Swenson: 

Would you_ lo_ok the attached article over and con_sider turning it· 

over to a report~r of the Kansas City Star newspaper. I have a feeling 
. I l 

that.Jimmy Ray might give himself up if he happens to read what I _have 

written~. It.you do release the article~ giye you full permission to ~-
reword it as you see ;1t as long as it contains the same line of thought. 

There is a possibility that he might get killed before it is ever 

learned whether or not he is actually guilty· of xv-&rld::Rg shooting Doctor 

King. If this would happen., it viould. be another ·oswald case in the 

eyes · of the ~orld _. 

If you do ~ot think it appropriate to release this articke to the 

news media., just tear it up, howev:er., knowir;g jimmy as I do there is' a 

very faint possibility that he would give himself up if he were to read 

what I have written. I am sure that he will be reading either the 

K.C. ·star or.the St. Louis papers whereev~he is.· - // ·. ·· . 
.L/- :i. 2- - Cy· -~- tA-f~ / ·y~-~~ -t;0 ~£.r...v~v( -¥-p~ ~~,,,~ .... u.,,. 

. . 
! 
' I 

-! 
I 
I 

~ 

' --

-C: ~~ ~ ~v ~-t_ ·0 -c:1?~~ · ~-~ / .3? 7-> I -bl~v.. ,i,-,~ ... )~...-,4 
--- .. --·----- ... ·----------~~·.---·-··--···· ... ·----· \ 
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Prt~on hospital and lifted weights d~ring his off duty hours while 

Jimmy and I either walked the yard or watched the b~ll games togethero 

I~ is true. th$.t Jimmy is sort of a loner~ but this is not unusual in 

a penitentiary. Being a loner doesntt.mean that he didn 1 t have many 

.friendso Jimmy always wore a smile and laughed softly at thevarious 

occurrences during our time together in jail and while _we were a~ 

Leavenworth. Hi~•friendly smile alone made him many friends and got 
' ' 
him many greetings 1 but he just wasn't one to mix or ~oin a· group bull 

session as is most usually the case in jail or prisono He would rather 

stroll around the yard with one or two persons and discuss clothes, 

travel, baseball; or the enjoyment he got while working as a painter 

just prior to his arrest. It must have.been one of the best paying 

jobs he ever had because h6 was always talking about it. If I remember 

correctly, I believe him and Rife lived in the Pickl•ri~k Hotel dnning 

the time they- both worked f'or the painting contractor 0 . He liked nice 

clothes and was always very neatly dressed during his court appearances. 

He would sometimes mention his brother 1 but I never hear~ him ever 

mention his mother or father in any of our conversations. I took it 

'£or granted that he had not been blessed with many luxuries while 

growing up~ He was very savi~g with the few·dollars he was able to 

obtain while serving time, in fact, I ·often accused him of being a 

miser. Somehow he was able to sm.uggle a wristwatch into the jail 

at ~nsas City and he was so proud of it t~~t I actually believe it 

was the f'irst wristwatch he ever .owned.. Re did not want to part with 

it for.anything~ however 1 he finally did so because he learned that 

he could not possibly take it into the prison at Leavenworth with him. 

I ended u; with the. watch and passed it on to my brother, but only after, I 

having paid Jimmy a much higher price than is usual· in jail •. Up until· 

I ~ft him at Leavenworth, he was one of my best ~riends and he was · 

always a very enjoyable person to be around. 

~Then I again met him in 1960 at the Hiss.ouri State Penitentiary, 

he had aged a great deal, he ~acked his usual smile, and his whole 

demeanor seemed to be changed" He was very withdrawn and it took quite 

a number of conversations before he finally opened up to me and told me 

why he felt so bad. ·we wer-o both assisr..ed jobs in the Food Service 

Department.· He worked upstsirs i~ the Balrnry and I worked on the bottom 
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.f~o_or whe:re he· would deliver b:read each weekday for outside delivery. 

We both lived on the_ same tier in K Cellhouso and would often talk 

wi.th each other af'ter our jobs were over 0 It was du:ring these con-
. . 

ve:rsation:s that I i'inally loa:rned what I think to be the main reason 
-

behind his personality cb.bngeo He told me that two police officers 

had f'ramed him on the ro?bery charge he was serving the twenty years 

Ono He swore up and down that he was innocent of the crime, but that 
~ . 

he did not have the money to hire lawyers to prove his innocenee or 

carry his case into the United States "supreme Court. I later learned 

that the two police officers were not above planting evidence in order 

to convict an exconvict, and that their conscience must have bothered 

them because they both resigned from the police force shortly after 

Jimmy was convicted. Anyway., Jim.-rny m.ade several attempts to get his 

case reopened without making any headwayo Escape was conti_nually on 
! . 
i his mind and after four different attempts, he finally.made it 0 

'. 
i As far as him being prejudice toward any person or race, I have 

never heard h_im ever :mention one thing against anyone in all our time 

spent together. If he couldn't say so~athing good about·someone~.he 

just wouldn't say anything. In fact, there was no outward showing of 

animosity ever revealed by him towa1~d the two police of fie ers who he 

accused of framing him 0 If there was he just kept such things to 

himself() 

As far as him being the person who shot ¥J.9.rtin Luther King., I jus~ 

can't believe it is possibleo However., if ·he is guilty of it I am 

wondering whether or not it all leads back to the fact.that he was 

actually sent to l)rison on a tru~npted up charge which in turn caused 

him to do so as a means of retaliation against society fo:r the twenty 

year sentence he swears p.e didn1 t de_se:rve. 

I hope Jimmy is innocent o~ killing Doctor King~ I also hope that 
Q 

he doesn't become a scapegoat simply because he drove a white mustang 

and happened to favor the alleged assassinator of Doctor- King 

For the benef'it of you persons ,Jith hate· in your heart toward Jinuny 

before he has been proven guilty or given the benefit of a fair trial 
I 

I ask you to withhold your opinions~ Instead I would ask you to think 

of him as being innocent until proven guilty. In the meantime, put 
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• 
yo~rselves in his place., on.the run from 200 million persons, without .. : 
a known friend.or voice raised in your behalf., and a hundred thousand 

· do~lar reward placed on your· head. If you we.re in..'l'locent, how would you 

t'eel? 

In· closing·., I would like to say that if this article reaches a news­

paper and is publinhed and read by-Jirr.:.my., I would like to advise ~cu., 

Jim.~y, as a friend to :make immediate arrangements for your personal 
' ' 6 

protection by contacting a Judge or Lawyer and give yourself up so 

that you can be given a fair trialo Dontt put it oft until you are 

recognized by some trigger MFF-~ happy nut like Jack Ruby who wants 

to :make a name for hir11se'lf O You realiz_e that you are_ onr the top wante~ 

list with a large rew_ard o:ri your head. · You know that the odds are 

against you because of this. You cantt wino In the meantime, while 

you are thinking this over, if you happen to be ~ornered by police 

officers~ for Christa sake dontt hold a shootouto Grab a phonebook 

_and ~all a judge or lawyer o 

There is no need tor me to mention my name be_caus e you h-now who I 

am" You do have some friendso Turp. youfself in, but use discretion 

in doing soo 
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The following inves~igation was conducted at the -­
United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, by SA 
WILLIAM N. OUSELEY: 

JAMES HARVEY BRADLEY, Jr., an inmate of the 
Penitentiary, number 84515, stated he was presentiy serving 
a 15 year sentence stemming from charges against him for· 
violation of United States Postal laws. BRADLEY's cooperation 
was solicited relative to his knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY 
and FBI wanted Flyer 442-A was displayed to BRADLEY.· BRADLEY 
immediately stated that RAY was unknown·to him by name or 
face. 

It was pointed out to BRADLEY that the FBI was in 
possession of reliable information that RAY had criminal 
contacts in Kansas City, including contacts with fences of 
stolen merchandise. BRADLEY admitted that over the years 
he has met and dealt with many theives, burglars and ex­
convicts, and possibly at sometime he did meet RAY, however, 
he has absolutely no recollection of RAY and he feels he 
has never even met the man. 

BRADLEY indicated that in view of the nature of 
the crime RAY is alleged to have committed, and the resulting 
disorder that it brought about, he would not hesitate in 
cooperating if he had any knowledge whatsoever concerning 
RAY. BRADLEY stated he has followed newspaper accounts of 
this case and saw the pictures of RAY when RAY was first 
identified, however, none of it meant anything to him as 
regards RAY being anyone he has ever known. BRADLEY 
indicated that he personally has heard no talk among other 
inmates concerning RAY, that is, talk to the effect that 

· RAY was known to inmates BRADLEY has been in contact with 
the short time BRADLEY has been at ·the Penitentiary. 

It is noted that JAMES.HARVEY.BRADLEY, JR., more 
commonly known as JUNIOR BRADLEY, is now 41 years old and 
has been engaged in criminal activity since he was 16 years 
old. · For the past 15 to 20 years BRADLEY has had the reputation 
of being the biggest fence of stolen merchandise in the Kansas 
City area, having contacts in many other states in connection 
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with his fencing operation. In addition reliable infor­
mation has been received that BRADLEY's operation was 
intimately connected with the illegal operations of the 
organized Italian criminal element· in Kansas City better 
known as the 11 outfit 11

• 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 

THOMAS H. WEAVER: 

At Jefferson ~ity, Missouri: 

On April 23, 1968, Captain DON WYRICK, Assistant· 
to the Warden, Missouri State Penitentiary, advised a review 
of RAY's file with regard to a June, 1965 violation involving 
taking prohibited items into the hospital at the MSP, the name 
of the patient he was s"1pposedly taking the items to was not 
given in the violation report, prepared by Captain DANTON 
STEELE, MSP, following RAYr s search· by Guard HOMER BELL.· MSP. 
records show HOMER BELL resigned in July, 1967, and his address 
was Box 275, Dixon, Missouri, telephone SK 9-6401. 

On April 23, 1968, in interview with inmate FRANK 
JOSEPH GUINAN, #09297, MSP, GUINAN advised that RAY was 
addicted to ''bennies'' and amphetamine, and RAY and NEAL AEBY, 
another inmate, were receiving this material at the MSP through 
a guard named STOUT, who was later transferred to one of the 
farms and later fired for smuggling a watch into the prison 
farm.. GUH:AN said that STOUT' s wife operates a beauty parlor 
in Jefferson City. 

GUINAN said he believes there was an elderly con, 
about 65 or 70, named JIMMY CARPENTER who would have known RAY, 
but he never knew them to cell together. He said he believes 
he read in the St. Louis newspapers that CARPENTER is presently 
confined in the St. Louis County Jail. He stated that all the 
time he knew RAY, the latter was always in a single cell. 

On April 23, 1968, ABBIE LOOTEN, Secretary, Associate 
Warden of Custody, advised that her records show JOHN LEWIS 
,STOUT, 812 East High, Jefferson City, who was last assigned at 
the Renz Farm as a MSP guard resigned on Ma.rch 4, 19 6 6. It 
was noted that the ~Tefferson City telephone directory listed 
Marvelle Beauty Shop at 812 E. High Street. 

On April 23, 1968, JOHN L. STOUT, 1020 East High 
Street, advised that he was formerly a guard at the MSP, and 
he knew JAMES EARL RAY as just another inmate there. He said 
he did not know RAY or NEAL AEBY any better than the other inmates 
under his controL,at the MSP. He stated that RAY worked in 
the _bakery and AEBY in the· kitchen at. the MSP, and would have 
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had the opportunity to associate together in their work, but 
he never saw RAY associating with anyone in parttcular, as 
RAY was a "loner" in his opinion. STOUT stated that he was 
transferred from the walls to a farm in about 1966, and has 
not seen either RAY or AEBY since that time. He advised that 
he had he.ard rumors about RAY and AEBY taking "dope", but· he 
has no personal knowledge that they were in fact taking 11 dope 11 

and he never saw either.,one of them acting as if they were 
under the influence of any 11 dope". He was accused of bringing 
"dope II into the MSP by prison officials while he ~-Jas there, but 
he steadfastly deni~d having been involved in smuggling "dope'' 
or anything else into the prison and would continue to do so. 
Neither RAY nor AEBY have contacted him since they left the 
MSP and he.has not seen nor heard from either of them since 
about 1966. 

On April 23, 1968, Captain DANTON STEELE, MSP, advised 
that he vaguely. recalls .RAY and the incident wherein he had a 
violation through attempting to take prohibited items to the 
hospital to some patient, allegedly. He made no record of the 
name of the supposed patient RAY was taking the items to, and 
he cannot recall if any name of a patient was ever given. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV~STIGATION 

Dote ___ 4_/_2_6_/_6_8 ____ _ 

CARLOS LEE BILLINGS, inmate, Medical Cerrter for 
Federal Prisoner~, Springfield, Missouri; was adyised of the 
identity of JAMES A. MITCHELL as a Special Agen_t' of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. He was told the purpose of·the 
interview concerned a report he had made sometime ago to the 
FBI that he had been offered $50~000. to kill MARTIN LUTHER 
KING by two individuals identified only as JAMES and EDDIE. 
This took place in Columbia, South Carolina, in apout March, 
1965. He was furnished a __warning and waiver form, which he 
read and executed. He then furnished the following oral 
information: 

In early 1965, in Columbia, South ·carolina, he met 
a soldier stationed at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, who was 
td be discharged within a few days. His name was JIM or 
GLENN BARBER, but he is not sure of the first name or the 
spelling of the last name. He had just returned from Panama, 
and he believes he held the rank of Coruoral. BARBER had 
marijuana and pep pills in his possession and was a very 
convincing talker. BARBER had met a female in Columbia named 
JOHNNIE BLACKWELL. She worked as a waitress at a lounge he 
believes was called the 1tDowntown, 11 located near Chubby_' s 
Steak House in Columbia. She was from a little town twenty 
miles south of Columbia, name unknown. BLACKWELL r9omed with 
a girl named JUNE TAYLOR, s9mewhere on Bull Street in Columbia. 
Both girls were prostitutes, and BILLINGS lived part of the 
tim~ with TAYLOR. TAYLOR worked at a night club there called 
the 11 Red Rooster.u 

BLACKWELL had met two men known as JAMES and EDDIE 
and had filled a prostitution date with JAMES for $50. The 
initial meeting took place in some club, name unknown, located 
near Chubby' s _Steak House, possibly the "Downtown." BLACKWELL 
told JIM she had to leave because she had a date with a 
soldier from Fort Jackson, South Carolina, named BARBER~ 
JAMES asked her to ask BARBER if he could get ahold of 
any weapons, whereupon she told him BARBER had a machine gun. 

4/26/68 Springfieldi Missoufi KC 44-760 
0 ._ ______ ot ________________ Flle.# ____________ _ 

SA JAMES A. MITCHELL - LAC 4/26/68 by _______________________ Oate dictated __________ _ 

This document conlolns nellher recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. II Is the property ol the FBI and is. loaned to your aaency; 
It and tis contenls cire not to be- dlsfrlbuled ouls_tde your agency. 
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JAMES expressed an iryterest in buying it from BARBER and 
told her to pass this on to him, which she agreed to do. 
The prostitution date was filled in a motel in town, name 
unknown. · 

The following night, at the V.F.W., he, JAMES, 
EDDY and BARBER met. TAYLOR and BLACKWELL were present, 
as well as two other girls who worked at the ''Red Rooster, 11 

but this was their night, off. He does not recall their 
names. This was the first time he had met JAMES and EDDY. 
The men we~t outside and BARBER gave them each a stick of· 
marijuana which he had brought back from Panama. They all 
sat in JAMES's white 1964-6.5 Lincoln Continental and smoked 
mariJuana. The Lincoln had a Tennessee license plate 
beginning with the number 2, which designates Viemphis. JAl-'.ES 
was always smoking big cigars and wore a large dia~ond rin~. 
·He understood JAMES has money in Mississippi and Tennessee. 
He owns land in Clarksdale, Mis~issippi, has a big car lo~ in 

.Memphis and~ night club. In the old days he was a bootlegger. 
JAMES ~~spises the Negro race and, particularly, any with 
Communist leanings. · 

While· in the. cari JAMES told BARBER h~ understood 
he had a .SO-caliber machine gun and BARBER said he did. 
JAMES asked if he wanted· to sell it- and he said, 11 Yes. 11 

Either JAMES or EDDIE asked where the machine gun was and 
how long it would take to get it. BARBER said three days 
because it was in Westwego, Louisiana, in care of a friend 
who ran a night club, The Canal Bank Inn. He never heard 
this man's name. JAMES or EDDIE asked BARBER if he had any 
ammunition for it, and he said he had a whole belt. One of 
the men then offered him a thousand dollars for the machine gun. 

They all met again the·next night at the largest 
drive--in 'restaurant in Columbia, name unrecalled. JAMf.S or 
EDDIE aske·d him if he had ever used the machine gun before, 
and he said he used one while in military servic~. It was 
agreed that BILLINGS would take BARBER to W~stwego, Louisiana, 
w·hich i,s on the west bank of New Orleans, to get _the· machine 
gun. They were to meet JAl1ES and EDDIE· on a certain unrecalled 
date in Columbia and coll~ct $1,000. for the machine gun~ The 
meet -v-ras to be at some u;1recalled motel. · 13ILLIHGS stated he 
has trouble remembering things that happened this long ago. 
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He drove BARBER to get the machine gun at- the Canal 

Bank Inn, and BARBER contacted some man outside of his --
presence who reportedly told him the weapon had not arrived. 
He and BARBER stayed in an apartment house at the rear of the 
Canal Bank Inn for two days waiting for the weapon to arrive, 
but it never did. He became irritated with BARBER and then 

-- felt BARBER never had such a weapon. BILLINGS returned alone 
to Columbia, South Carolina, and he understood BARBER was going 
to his home in Fort Myers, Florida. BARBER's parents reportedly 
lived in and operated a trailer-park at Fort Myers. BILLINGS 
stated that at the time all this was going on he had and was 
driving a 1959 Chevrolet convertible, maroon in color, bearing 
a Maryland Temporary Tag. He bought the car under his true 
name from Luby's Chevrolet in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Upon his return to Columbia he met with JAMES and 
EDDIE and informed them he did not get the weapon. He was told 
the plan was for him and BARBER to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING for 
$50,000. $5,000. was to be in advance, with the remaining 
$45,000. to be paid to them in Greenville, South Carolina. 
JAMES said KING had to be "wiped out" because J. EDGAR HOOVER 
had reported KING to be a confirmed Communist and the most 
notorious liar of our day. The killing was to take place 
along a scheduled march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, 
Alabama. The machine gun was to be _placed in the back of a 
paneled truck and driven to a spot on the Selma-to-Montgomery 
route. When the front line of marchdrs, including Dr. KING,· 
approached the spot, the rear doors of the truck would be 
opened and the marchers machine-gunned. The truck was to come 
from some other state and purchased legally in the name of a 
deceased person. They would then drive the paneled truck 
away from the·line of march to a country road where a passenger 
car would be parked. The truck would be abandoned and then ' 
they would travel into Montgomery, Alabama, by a devious back~ 
roads route. They would then travel to Greenville, South 
Carolina, where they would meet JP.MES and EDDIE. JAMES would 
tell them how to get to Sydney, Australia, via Mexico, on -a 
freighter. 

JAMES has a friend who formerly lived in Mississippi 
but now has a sheep ranch in Broken Bow, Australia. This man 
-would help set them up in a bar or some other type of legitimate 
business. 
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When he told JAMES and EDDIE that BARBER. ·could not~·-· 
produce the machine gun, they said the plan hqd been dropped 
because MARTIN LUTHER KING announced he was not_going to 
participate in the march. 

He described JAMES as white male American, age LIO; 
5 feet, ·10 inch~s; 210 pounds; blue· e~es; br6wri hair grajing 
on the sides. JAMES lives on a farm eight miles fro~ Memphis, 
in Missis~ippi. 

6 
· 

EDDIE described as white male American;· 6 feet, 1 
inch; 180 pounds; brown hair; age 38, good dresser, residence 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

BARBER described-white male American, 22; 5 feet, 8 
inches; 170 pounds; black hair; husky build, and good looking. 
I!e believes BARBE~ a psychiatric case and believes this was 
the reason he was discharged from the military. 

He has seen JAMES and EDDIE since th~ above incident; 
howeve~, he is not going to say more unless the Government 
dismisses an Interstate Transportation of Stolen .Motor Vehicle 
charge against him. He has two detainers against him,. and 
one is a State detainer. The federal 'detainer is from U. S. 
District Court, Montgomery, Alabama, and this detainer pre­
vents him from making parole. He is eligible for parole on 
his current 5-year sentence in September 1968. He might get 
a parole to a State.detainer, but parole would not be 
favorably acted upon with a federal detainer on file. If this 
detainer were removed he would furnish the full names of JAMES 
and EDDIE and where they could be located, in addition to 
.subsequent c6ntacts he has had with·these men. He was told 
that ho promises of any kind could be made in this regard. 

A photograph of JAMES EARLY RAY, FBI R 306443A, 
taken at the Missouri Departrn~nt of Corrections, Jefferson 
City, Missouri, on ~arch 17, 1960, was shown to BILLINGS: 
and he stated that he does not know this individual either 
by name or photograph. 

BILLINGS admitted he was at the Medical Center for 
psychiatric treatment. He has a writ in federal court under 
the provisions of Title 18, Section 2255, U. s .. Code, 
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trying to get his original Interstate ~ransportaiion of 
Stolen Motor Vehicle conviction set aside on the grounds 
he was incompetent at'the time. He was at the U. S. 
Penitentiary at Lea~enworth, Kan~as, but was recently 
transferred to the Medical Center because he has been 
seeing a red man with a green coat and alligator shoes. 
This red man is responsible for all his troubles. He is not 
visible to him now, but he does see him when he is alone, 
but not since he arrived here in Februa~y 1968. 

The following is a descriptiori of BILLINGS as 
obtained through ~bservation and interview: 

Race 
Sex 
Nationality 
Height 
Weight· 
Hair 
Eyes 
Born 

FBI# 
Wife 

Mother 
Father 

White 
Male 
American 
6 r 
190 lbs. 
Brown 
Blue 

(no town) 
368794A 
OMA BILLINGS 

Box 214, 

in North Carolina 

Toughkenamon~ Pennsylvania 
VIRGINIA BILLINGS 
P. B. BILLINGS 

(Address same as above) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ _:.'+wf:.....2"'-6!,1,.L./~6~8 ____ _ 
l 

MELVIN LEMONS, Secretary to the Direc·tor, Medical 
Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, advised 
CARLOS LEE BILLINGS, FBI# 368794A, is at the Medical Center 
for psychiatric treatment with the long-term goal of an 
eventual return to the. U.S. Penitentiary at Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 

. He stated on April 2 , 19 6 8 ., the Medical · Center · 
directed a letter to the U. S. Probation Office at Little 
Rock, Arkansas, stating that although BILLINGS now appears 
to be competent,.severaYmonths ago he was too psychiatrically 
disturbed to·participate in any court here.· A plan is to 
examine him again in a month to determine whether or not he 
is competent to participate in legal proceedings. 

LEMONS stated that while BILLINGS was at the 
Medical Center on a previous occasion a.:.psychiatric report 
_prepared April 17, 1967, by Dr. ANDREW f. ·GUSCHWAN, M.D., 
Staff Psychiatrist, contained the following diagnosis: 

11 Schizophrenic Reaction, chronic undifferentiated type, 
sociopathic personality disturbance, anti-social ·type, 
migraine headaches, with possible brain.damage.n 

4/26/68 Springfield, Missouri KC 44-7£0 On _______ ,at ______________ __;__, lie# ___________ ~_ 

SA JAMES A. MITCHELL - LAC 4/26/68 
bY-----~-----------------· Date dictated __________ _ 

This docvmerit contains neither recommend.otions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is. loaned to your agency; 

ii ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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LEO HOLDEN PARKER, No. 15254, Missouri State 
Penitentiary, received April 19, 1968, to serve 15 years for 
.Armed Robbery-1st sa.id he was released on parole to Dismas 
House in St. Lo~is, Missouri, on June 1~ 1967, after serving 
13 years ~.f/4~urder in· Illinois. He said he was arrested· on~-.. 
July 18, ~ for having kidnaped a boy and girl and robbing 
them of money and t_heir car. The car was recovered in St. Louis, 
Missouri. He said this crime wa.s committed on July 11, 196'7, 
and he was arrested on July 18, 1968, and subseque~tly tried. 

·He noted the newspaner articles stated that the 
kidnaper had mentioned neing recently esca.ped from prison a.nd 
among other; things had b~ue ~Tes. He has brown eyes. He sai.d, · 
while in jail,- he talked to everyone he could to find out what 
prisoners had esc.s.ped from Illinois and Missouri. He wa.s told 
be a prisoner. at the St. Louis Ja.il that JAMES R.\Y had escaped. 
This was in September of 1967. He said this prisoneri whose 
name he could not recall if,he ever knew it,-said that RAY had 
been in St. Louis a.11 sumnier; had a car; was using or pu·shing 

·narcotics and was living and eating in a garage and had been 
ma.king money by various hold-ups. PARKER s~.id he tried to get 
his attorney to send for a photog:r•aph of RAY, but this wa.s not 
done. 

PARKER said that he did not see a photograph of RAY 
until this last week when pictures were published of him in 
newspapers in connection with the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING. He noted the close resemblance between him and RAY. 
He said he thinks RAY is responsible for the crime for which 
he is serving time and he is therefore desirous of doing every­
thing he can to help locate RAY. 

PARKER said a large blow-up picture cf him was used in 
his trial, but the picture had been "touched up 11 to l:'lemove 
facial scars. lie noted he has tattoos on his arms that would 
show and yet the witnesses did not recall them. He said he 
believed the victims had been influenced in identifying him 
by the St. Louis Police. He claims he had a good alibi and 
did not commit the crl.me, but was convicted on his record and 
from biased testimony based on faulty identification of 

·4/ 26/ 68 0 ._ ______ at Jefferson City, Missouri File# ___ K_C_4_4_-_7_6_0 _____ _ 

by. ___ S_A_R_O_W_E_N_B_. _A_Y_I:_R_S_/_r_l __________ Dote dictoted ___ '-t_/_2_6--'---/_6_8 ____ _ 

This document conto_ins neither recommendations nor condusions oi lhe FBI. II is the properly of the FBI ond is looned lo your ogen<y; 
II ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 

45 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




