
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 5/_8_/_6_8 _____ _ 

JAMES Wo BROWN 9 Route 1 9 ·' 

Box 116=.B 9 Re.ll:(Ll)Jl."41! 9 .MJ.labilll.fila 9 .ai.J.vi~ed that he was rs:ente:ncedl 
to the Mi~si©uri State Pell'lli te!!i\tia:iry 9 Jefferson City» Missouri P 

in April of 196(0) all'll.d Wial.SJ 1rells;li!ll,~~d on June 15 9 19,65~ He 
:stated that he knew JAMES EARJL RAY while ·he was 'in pris@n 
aID.d first meet lhli:m ~@iri'M;'Jtime il!ll 19(63., He :stated that he lhl@l.d 
beell'll. ill'll groups wlm~l'.<e ~y w~s talkill11.g OIID. several occa:Elli@ID.S 
and had talked tio, him per~©mt@l.lly a few times. 

BROWN sta1:ted: t·h®.t MY made the statement that he 
was glad whtellil JOID{: :F" KENNEDY W@l.S killed. 9 and hadl m@l.de iSl@me 
statem,\?Jl.TI!ts at tl'misi t-ime to the effect 90'lrhat is on~ 9 Nigger v = 
lovillilg S.,0.,Bo that g(O)t slhlotouv He stated that RAY did llil<Dt like 
Neg~(O)®~ al!ild that during th® time MARTIN LUTHER KING W@l.S leading 
some of his dem©nstrations ~l!ild this ifilformation w~s being 
published i~ the newspapers 9 RAY used to curse KING al!ild the:. 
Negroes& The news of the dem@nstrations and marches used 
to aggrtdl.vate him. (::©Jnsideralblyo He stated that MY m21.de the 
statem~nt 'that KENNEDY wa~ running the country and especi~lly 
in the racial field 9 al!ild that tiliTIN LTO'THER KING could.get 
the Federal Government t© d© @l.filything he wanted them t~e 
BROWN further advised that h@ had hceal!~d some p)fison. l"Umors 
th@l.t RAY was supp©sied. t@ h:a1w@ killed three Negroes while he · 
WilllS in the Miss«:nll.ri St~te· P~llilitelliltiary., 

BROWN adviised tlhlat si@mietime in the Fall of 1963 9 

RAY made the st~tement that he was g@ing t© get MARTIN LUTHER 
KING when he gl\J)t ©Ute He stall.ted that he heard him say S«Jlmething 
about COOLEY (plhlonetic} @r COOLEY 0 S «JlrganizatioID. would pay 
$10 9 ij00o00 t@ have KING d~ad., He ~t~ted that he could furnish 
no further illilfo:rmatiiollil c@friciel"ning this: alllld MY did not mention 
it ag@l.in imt his pres,e!mc® 0 ·-

BROWN f\Ulrther advi.fSled that RAY seemed to have a 
sufficieID.t :supply of· irnonef a)IBd thra1.t he gambledl with the 
other convicts c©ID.tinuously in the pris©n yardQ The cofilvicts 
used chip~ made from bottle cap~ @r gambled f©r cigarettes 
and they would settle_,· their giei..mbling l!t»sl'::ies at th.e en4l \Olf t~~ 
month., He si®.ted th&t RAY im1di~:ai,ted ial.t oltlle time that he goi. 
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@. ch~<ek or Illl(!j)l!')l®Y iregu.l@.rly flf(Q,"'ffl :sl@me Si©llJIJt"C® @n th.® ©utside e 

He s.;t@.t@d th@.t BAY did driD:l\k ~!Olme lel.D:l\dl he ih!.mi,d dl<et~cted !a11C©hol 
on hi:SI breatlhl @n «:Ufferent <OJC~®.iSJi@ns o The c@Dwict::s m@,de 
whiskiey in th@ p:ir'if§lon @.!\1\d Si(Q)lllffi® ©f the guards sold whi5>key 
to the COl!l\WiCt&Sl ®-1:S@., Hie s;t@,'(t;~d there W@.,S a 11.C)t <.C))f ID!@.:ll:'C_o_tic:s; 

pas~~d @,round in th~ plr'i~@n @,Dd the gu@.rds would brillllg S(QJme 

of it iD ®.Dd ~@mm~ co,f it 'iW®'fS b®.Jilillg br©ught iD by vi:sit©rrSJe 
He never hlel.d lel.llllY p@~~@Dlel.l kD@Wl@dge thlel.t RAY u~ed D@.re@ti~s. 
He W@,S unable to D@,me giJ,ny S:JPi~cific gu@,rd th@.'lt sold <n@ntr@,lbr;l1fili.d 
to the c@ll'llvi~t~;; h©w,tH11f:r1r 9 h® did s~y thmi,t mu', gm.81:lt'd ;w~rs c~uglhlt 
selli)l].g c©l!iltl!:.":il1lbl:il1Dd to the ©©l!ilvicts in 1902 or 1963 :il1ID!dl w~:s 
firedo JH!e ~t@.tied ~lblmi,t RAY did t@.lk t@ @ne p:il1Jrtimilia!.1" gu:il1:ird @. 
lot; lbl(QJ'N/i'~rv@r ~ he does lm«:»t 11:'ennembrer the gu8al.rd Os ll'll®.ldl\~ o 

BROWN st[a).ted th:il1t h® -hoo.SJ n@t se<Em RAY is inc~ he left 
prison and h:il1~ n~ ide@. wh~re he might h~ve gofili.eo H® st~ted 
th~t RAY h~d t:il1lked @.b@ut tunID!ellifili.g out of pl"i~©llll ®.l!ild goiIDlg­
to Virgifili.i:ID, ~nd hiding in a c~vea He he:ID,rd RAY ~:il1Y th:BJ.t re' 
had ~ largre supplyu•of gmn.s bef@:lt"e h~ Wia1s in :pri~©fili. &11,l!ild hieard 
him menti<.Qlllll ~ submachin~ guno The @nly f@reigIDl c©untry he 
ever he:ID,:ird MY ment'i@n Wlal.S Lib@:iri:il1v A:friclal.v aIDld. RAY ~t®.t®d 
that he h:BJ.dl @, br©ther=il!il=li!il.W W@rkillllg there al!lld th®.t lb!@ was; 
mruting :ID, l@t of mol!lley. ·· 

BROWN adyis@d ,thilil,t RAY Wilil,S not t@o friellll~ly;. 
however~ he w@uld t~lk ~ID. gr©up:s., MY told B~ll].~<e tlhl~t 
he had been in Bir111ingha,m 9 Al~bpa 9 and that .. , had . 
stated that Birmi~gh&im W:ID,S :il1 g@@d t©Wllll t@ ste®.l illll., He 
never discussed hiF pa·fft\ lif(@ ilrll If:lROWN g S preS<!;'Jllllce IID.@d BROWN hilil.:S 
no idea wlheJt'~ RAY l:$ fr@m ©Jr' :il1llllything ab@ut his f?iil.mily o 

JOHNNY V!A1LEN"l':ll'. {)Plm@n~tic) 

VALEff! is believed to be from B:BJ.t@~ R@uge 9 

Louisiana am:l B,RO\'\lli believes he is :sitill in I»&',llaSi©lllle VALENTI 
talked ab@ut Mexico~ lot and c©uld spe~k Spani~h. RAY 
st~ted one· .time thiffi,t he was g©ifillg t@ visit a frielilild of his 
and VALEN"I'Ius (this friend 0 s n~me unkn@wn) who W:ID,~ rele~sed 
from prisol!ll and g©t married ~llild it is believed t~@,~ he is ~un= 
ing@. c~fe De~r Moberly~ Mi~~©urio 

00TICK00 W'.ILSON, wh@ wmi,s killed while ilTh I~Ii~f§l(GUl"i 
State PriSJOl!Jlo 

JOHNNY JO~NSON 9 who is from the K~l!Jl!S@.~ City ~re~ 
and is beli~vm t@ b~ still in p:iris@llil ~s he Wffi5l s<:e:JJ:"Wi!lllg ®. 
twenty=year sentence. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



R.ICHARD BEEMAN 

(FW) MAYBERRY P fr\Olm W'e:st Plailiil:S 9 Mis:s@uri. 

BROWN wa~ s~@wn a c@py of IoOG 4182 a~d he ~tated 
that the celDlt®r picture l©@k~ exactly like he r~mem~ered him 
in pris©IDl aimd the other pi<etu.res resemble hi:m. al:si©., : 

I , 
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.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

i 
\ Date· __ M_a---"y_

1

_.8___,,'---l_9_6_8 ___ _ 

JAME@ We·BOOWN 9 ' 305 South E~st Street, Talladega~ 
AliBl,i!:»lmlilllID. 9 .W$l.~ r<eillllit<eil"viewed. $J.J!ld furnished itlme follewing 
inforl00lta1.tion: 

lHfe w~~ r<e<e:ellltly imrtervi<eiwed aJmd furnis.b~d ~11 
tlme iimf(Q):!flilla tiCQlllll tt0 his kmtlQJwledge a:s to his as:si\Ocia tion 
with JAUS EARL RAYa As to the informatiolDl he furnished 
concerlllling the fact that he heard RAY remSJ,rk that

1
the 

Cooley ©l"g~mi~:a tiomt would pay $10 9 000 to get M..A:J;tTIN LUTHER 
KXNG killed 9 :and he was going to kill K!NtG upon lhd.s release, 
he s~id there were at least three person~ whom he.can 
r~c~ll wlmo were present o~ this date and heard RAY·make 
tlhlis st:atement. He said they were JO~NY VALENTI~ NOONIE 
EDEN (phoirnetic) 9 tJlllM:l CHESTER EALEY (phonetic)• He said 
he believers tlhle:se three persons are stiil in prison in 
Missouri. He said this statement- was made by RAY· during 
the latter part o·f 1963. He said he would testify to 
thi~ i~formation. · 

' He said he has no idea as to the identity of 
the Cooley organization and has never heard this organi­
zation meirntioned by anyone ot!rn,er than RAY on·. this ;one 
occasion. . ' . 

On --1-5_/_3_/_6_8 ___ at __ T_lilJ._l_la_·_d_e_g_a._,_A_l_a_b_iat_m_a_. -,---File # __ B_H_4_·4_·_-_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 

SA JOSEPH T. LANDERS:cap/~ss , 5/6/68 
by --+---------------------Date dictated---------
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

I 

Date __ M_a-'-y_l-'-, 5---'9~1_9_6_8 __ _ 

i 
I 

JA!tl!E~ Wo BROWN~ 305 E~~t Street 9 T~ll~d~ga 9 Alabamall 
Wtalfi:ll imrttervi(6)W®d ~t t[tl.\(e ReJ'm~lbilitia/.titQllD!. Ceiratrer 9 ,· T~l!ladiegall 
~l!ld furl!lislhled tlhl~ ftQJlltQJWilDlg~ 1 

I 
BROWN <el!lt(l';J:!l."ed tlhle liil5l:souri_ St~te Pieini.teriti&J.ry 9 . 

J@ffer~on City 9 ~i~~~uri 9 @ID.\ Marclm'25 9 1960 9 ifter having 
tOJeel!l convicted ill! K~lDl~ill1~ City 9 Mi:ssouri 9 · f(Q)r Mlll~qer till.IDld . 
receiving a tweIDlty-year sentence o ,. He stayed 0 inside tlhle I 
wla!.lls u1 ~ t Je:ff~i':S©ll'.ll City until Felbru~ry 9 1964 p • ·wlhlen .he W!ll!.~ 
traJm~f®!"E'ed t© a b>r~l!llclbl ©f tlhle, Pemiten.tiary Syst,Ejm at !. 
Fordl~l!lla 9 ~i~~ouri. 

I 
DurilDlg lhlis impri~onment 9 BROWN b®c~me aQqu~inted 

with one JOWffl'Y WE°LAJN'J.C'IC (pJ'm(O)lllleti~) • VELAJN°J'JC had it@ld BOOW!N 
tlh\@l.t VELA.NT! ful:ID.d s©m(E!) relatives in Baton Rouge~ Llouirsianai1 

al!.d VELAN'K'Jl: w~~ servilDlg a twel!llty-year :sientence af,ter being 
co.nvicted in lKal!ls~us City 9 Mis:souri 9 for robbery. I V LANT!, 
had alSIIQJ ~laime<d to BROWN tlllat whe.n he WtiUll arrestled by j 
the Ka.nsas. City Police Department he 9 VELANTI, Jh.ald in 
his posseiSlsiollll .tlh\e nialm<e of a notorious K:a1Msias Ci t!y g&J1.ng:ster 9 

which had been giveJm t© VELA.NT! by a. New Orleans Lfriend. 
VELANTI did llllot identify either of these two names~ but .· 
claimed hie iwas questioll'll.ed ii.tJt».©roughly 11u by thee Kan.Sas City 
Police :Department about tlhlis name VELAN'Jl'I had in his 1. 

posrsession. · · I 

BROWN claimed lh\e ~lllld VELANTX became goodj friends. 
duriJlllg this time all'l.ld ~@metime in either November br 
December 9 1963 9 t.hrouglh\ VEl..AN'li'! 9 BROWN met JAMES !EARL RAY, 
another iJnm[al,te lffi.t tlh\~ p~lD.itentiary" Tlblis meeting! took 
place i.n thi<e prison yatrd at a time shortly after lthe 
assassi.nation. of P.reil§lident KENNEDY" At t.he time of the 
meeting 9 RAY wa~ i.nvolved in a poker g~me and VIL~NTI 
told BROWN that he 9 Vfil.iiAN'TI 9 w~s a per~on~l friend of 
RAYis 9 who was doing twe.nty years for robbery. VELA~"'TI 
introduced J;lAY to BROWN as '\JAMES R.Ayuv iellllld told BROWN 
that everyone called .him vvRAY. vii Later 9 at an unr/eciilled 
time9 VELANTJr told BRmm that he, VELANTI, lh\:a.d kl!l.lOWD. iURAYV9 

j/9/68 Talladega, Alabama ml 44~1140 On I at ______________ File # ------'~------
I . 

SA ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
SA W!LLEAl! A. SAUCIER / RMB:hss ,I 5/14/68 

by I Date dictated~.--'-------
1 ' This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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• • 
in Atlanta 9 Georgia. 9 and that they (VELANTlC and,RAY) had 
commi tited a robbery in AtlaJ1ll.t~ together. BROW'?N claimed 
VELA~""I'I had told lbdm tha. t VELA1Nl".lr! and RAY had robbed a 
@il c©mpiainy ab«:l>iut midni.glill.it aftter having wa. tched \i,, t for 

about ~ weeko · V.ELANTI .ei.lslQJ told BROWN that VELANTI ~rs wife 
and three children were tb~n, 1963 or early 1964, living 
in Atla.llllt.a ~nd U11a11t VlilLAN'I'I 0 rs eldest son had beelll killed -
in :aJ.lll a1JJ1tomobile &J.((;;Cide.n.t iJ.n early 1964. Ab©1Ut tlb:iat time~ 
early 1964 9 VI:LA.N'fI 0 s wife quit writing to lhlim and'.VELANTI 
tried to get the Catholic Cha.plain to contact his •ite in 
an effort to lb:iave her resume writing. BROWN also tecalled 
thta.t VlreLANT! had told him rme·was serving :Bl sentence for 
the rointt»ery of a Kansrei.s City hoteL BROWN and VJri;JJ1,.NT.li 
had tl1i«:1>tlt1 been in the same jail at Kansas City, Mi.ss;ouri~ 
it tlble f&l~me time but were imi different ttai.JDJks and did n<0>t 
actually meet until they got to prisono 

BROWN stated he was present during about 1 three 
or four convers~tions between VELANTI and RAY, but 1 that · 
BROWN and RAY. never had any detailed conversation 6f any 
kind. BROWN recalls in one of these conversations in late 
1963 RAY :said to ,VELAN'I'I that Jhte 9 RAY 9 was going tJ esc~p<e 
from the "pen 11 aJThd tlbl:BJ. t RAY knew a · "guy .named COOLEY" who 
could hide RAY where no one could find himi. BROlWN :claimed 
that RAY al~o st~ted tlbltildt COOLEY would p~y $10 0 000 to iii_nyone, 
who would kill MAR"Jl:]Ji LltJ1'lli!ER KING. In other C0.111lVe~sl8!.tions, 
BROWN recai,lled RAY ti!l\lking about tmmelling out of :the 
penitentiary,if he had to, and· going to Liberi~ where RAY 
claimed lbJ.e kn:ai.d 1a1 b:r@tlmer=:!ilTh-law living 9 wkllo ·was vvmakiirng 
good mo1rney. 0 BROl'tl':N recra1 JI. ls thZ:ii, t iai. t an@tlhier time 9 i'.n 
discus~ing the a!Ell§i.ffi~~il!llll!l tioin cof Presideint- K.ENJN/EDY, ;vELAJN/'I'X 
stated he did not believe anyone ~hould kill the P~esident, 
to wlmicfm RAY Slalid thlBl.it L11e 1 RAY, would have d@ne it ·himself 
if he had had the ~lbl~)l')lce tand that KENNEDY vvw1ill~ n©tlhl,ing but 
a damn C~ th©l ic. 01 Ac~ording to ·BROWN~ RAY ~fte.n expre:ssed 
his hatred for c~t~oli~~ and Negroes. I 

BROWN illilso rec~lls RAY claiming he knew v)he.re ~ 
cave was loc1Bl ted in Virgini n, rvh<'Yt'r: ,u\ V could hide 

1
upon 

his esc[a!pe ,' BROWN bel ievcro: 1:hat nnc oJ Uie prisoners ·wlmo 
overheard some of t.h(:::::o COiWorcrnt tons wRs "NOONEY EDENe vu 
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BROWN C 1laims that VELANTI. told BROWN· O.Q 'mor~ . . . 
than o.ne occ~sion: that 1lAY had killed three Negro~sl :in ' :. i__'. ·. 
the peni•telllltiary with a., "shivn (knife). BROWN claimeq . . . ., ... , ::it!!c:~t know the .det.,ils concerning these all,;,g(<j < ( , 

B,RO\ffl bel:lLeves he once told RAY that· lie· (IBffl)WJf). ,. .•'..:'.- -· · , · · 
w:as f'rom Alabama ~nd recalls RAY stating ~),lat Bir~i!ngha.·l!I': ... , :·: ·:. -·. 
was :m good town tlo s'teal in ~nd that RAY tiad one~ s!iQle: a~: · : .. 
c~r ~n Birmingham! b~f?re he_ was arres_ted i~-. Kans~s eitY: .": -.. ·- · .. ,_·: .. ...,_· _ 
BROWN was of the opinion that RAY, at the t1m~ ~e ~~t,·.-p1,~·, .. ·.· .. · 
was livin.g in nc"1 Hall and ·was working in the. licen~~ · ,, - . 
plate 'pl:ai.nt. BROWN further stated he believed RA¥ wa~ · \'·_'-~::-.>_ ··_· .... 
left-lb::iiai,nded 9 smoked Wins ton cigarettes, walked pige~n"""•tP~~1,: ·:: •• •• •• : 

and lhlad ::a Zippo l'.iglblter with the initials 0 J. ij." s~~~tQht<-1:'.' .-~ . · · · 
on it. · I ..... :'.?:_{_.•.:':_,/:'.'. .. 

BROWN claims he· ltnows of 110 lottery_ o~ gQ.r1~l-.i.DJ·./,:>-: .·. : ... 
operation conducted by VELANT~ in wnich MY toolt an

1

, •~-1ii;.~~i,-. · : . ··,: · 
part. 

1 
.·.• : • .-. . • 

BROWN stated he would cooperate w~th 
.any way possible and was doiµg so~ tiot for a11y 
but because he felt he should. 

r -

tp~ ~~x,· iff. · ... _ :.-.:.: ,: 
:rew~p<i,·'>__.­

·I., __ · I.<· .. 
I . 
I 
r. 
I 

.1. 

I 
I 
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Confi!dential sou::rce 11 whose :reliability lhas 
not been established, advtsed th~t he was recei~~d in 
the~Missouri_State Penitentiary ,during September~ 1965,­
and was immedia,tely placed in quarantin~ for a _ ttjirty~day 
observation pe:tjiod which :i,s required of all n~w prisonets 
and thereafter 'he was assigned to Cell 188, Tie~ l#B, . 
J -Hall 9 and scheduled to wo:rk in the c.arpenter s~op. 
In this connection, the source stated t~at there 1is · 
only one inmat~ to a cell and that -the Missouri State 
Penitentiary has five h~lls within the prison wa]l whicl). 
house p:K"isoners. I; . 

The source said that while in J. Hall, [duriqg 
November~ 1965~ he first bec~me acqua:tnted with JAMES 
EARL RAY 3 who 'Vas already af;lsigned to J H~ll and lwho 
worked daily iri J Hall as a ''Walk ·ijoy." The soutice 
explained that ·the duties of JAMES EARL RAY as a v'Walk 
Bo~" were to ta,ke orde:ri;'s f<?r <:igarette~ P gum, catjdy,. etc. , 

. which could be ,Purichased wi th1n the prison and tq br;i.n~ · 
hot water for ~having and instant coffee to the ,n~ates, 
The source addted tb,at JAMES EARL RAY was the onli "Walk 
13oyn in J' Hall! and further that h,e was free to 9oqt~c;rt;: 
any inmate and could move throughout the hall fr~ely. 
He pointed out _that this was :RAY 9 s only duty in ~h~ 
hall and that b'.e could remain inside during work:ilpg 
hours 11 huanri ng no · other a:ssignmen ts• . . i 

, I 
The source said that his first convers~tion 

with RAY took placce when RAY observed him reading a 
Birmingham. 9 Alabama 00Post=Herald n newspaper whic~ he haf;l 
a subscription to while in prison. The source advieed 
that RAY asked 

1
him on this occasion if h~ was frtjm the 

State of Alabama to which he replied he was from iWalker 
County~ Alabama,. RAY said to the source that he !knew 
whe·re Walker County, Alabama 11 was located and fur

1
thel.' 

that this was a dry county» serving no alcoholic 1beverages, 
which gave the source the impre~sion that RAY kne,w what 
he was talking ·about 11 especially since he mention!ed 
beer joints like the All State Tavern, another bder joint 
which sou.rce b~lieveq was Rose 9 s Plaiee and River~iew Cafe. 

~ I 
J 

\, 

I 

I 
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RAY s~i«:1.that he had visited or stayed in the Bi~minghai:n, 
Alablillm.:a:., :area in the past; however, RAY never rneritioned 
any associates, :acquaintances, friends, relatives or 
employments in the. State of Alabama. The $Ource 'advised 
that this cconv@irsation ended with RAY asking him. 'if he 
could have his Birmingham, Alabama, "Post=Herald "; 
newspaper when he finished reading them each day ,I which 
was agreeable to source. The source advised thereafter 
.RAY would ©om.e by his cell each evening and pick 'UP 
his lli!t9W:spaper which he would place between the ce1;ll bars. 

I 
I 

The :source said that RAY never discusse1d his 
family nor did he ever indicate from which part df the 
United States he came from, but the source believed that 
RAY was from th'e southern part of the United Stat1es onl,.y 
because RAY never indicated where he was from 9 co:upled 
with his interest in a southern newspaper. 

The source stated that he personally ga've RAY 
his present home address-and telephone number .on bne 
occasion, telling RAY to stop by his home sometim'.e if 
and when he ever got released from prison and the1y would 
have a drink or two together. The source pointed: c;mt 
that RAY did not ask him for his address or telephone 
number and ·that he merely furnished this to RAY knowiq.g 
that he was doing a 20 year prison sentence and m!o1"e than 
likely he would never again see RAY :after he leftl prison. 
He stated that when he gave RAY his address and tlelephone 
number, RAY replied ggDon 9 t be surprised if I cal~ you up 
sometime 19 and thereafter placed this piece of paper in 
his pockete I 

The source said that RAY was a very qui!et 
individual~ soft spoken, calm, clean, never laugh:ed .or 
enjoyed a good. story, solemn face, and remained ~o 
himself most of the time. The source advised that he would 
often see RAY i'n the prison ya:rd and on occasion !attempted 
to strike up a conversation with RAY, but he neve:r appeared 
interested so the source gave up trying to make 9onversation 
with RAY., 

I 

'fhe :source said that the, only topic which would 
arouse RAY's interest wa:s the subject- of money. :The source 
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stated that on one occasion during a conversationlwith 
RAY, RAY said ogone of· these days if I ever get out 
of here I am. goin~ to m~ke myself a bunch of money;n 
When source asked how he intended doing this:, RAYi 
replied he had contacts and ther~ are mor~ ways of 

- making money than robbing bankso Source then ~sked 
RAY what his plan was, to which RAY replied nThe I 
Businessmen's Association has offered $100,000.001 

. for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING and he?s five year~ 
past du.een ·The,source stated he then asked RAY I 
what t~e Businessmenvs Association was$ to which ~y 
repliei'd ~ur don 1 t know but I will find out~" The I 
source added that this was the first and last tim.e 
RAY ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER ·KING nor did he I 
ever again mention the Businessmenvs .Association ! 

in his presence t _ I 

The source said· that RAY told him that ne 
always worked alone and therefore limited th~: I 
po~sibili t.y of bei.ng. caught and :said 'fl have got a · 
place picked out where I can hide," never mentioning 
where the place was located. \ 

I 1 

The source stated there was :a prison I 
cigarette lottery going on almost daily in J Hall

1 and that RAY was involved in t~is lottery, delivering 
wagering tickets as well· as picking these up and l1oul'!i 
deliver the wintlings to inmates each-night. He 

·said there were 'two separate lotteries in J Halle One 
lotte~y was run ;by two ,inmates n~med JOID'f.NY VALEN'lj'I 
and another 'individual from St. Louis, Missou.ri, ~ame 
unknown& - The source described this individual as 

1

a 
white male 11 Italian,- age 43 to 46, dark complexion with 
gunshot. wound i.rt face and nicknamed u0Dago. 00 The : 
source said the 1othe~ lotteiy in J Hall was run b~ 
an individual nicknamed "B<?ston, :0 who was ~oing, a 1-20 year sentenc~ and described .him as,, a wh:i te male;, 
45 years of age, very short and occupied either c~ll 23, 
24 or 25 on the flag in J Hall, meaning the firs~ floor., 

The __;sour(Ce said th~t he did not like VA~ENTI'.s 
wagering odds stj he always placed his wagers with ;the 
individual nick~amed 99Boston." The source stated 1that 

, I 

I 
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RAY would ah17,a}'i:s h~n1r.Ue the w~lllg·~r:s :since he it.:ouul 
talk to any in1rl'iJll.tes in. the . cellblock and was reim,trursed 
by JOHNNY VALJ,;JNTI and "Boston°0 for this service e 1 Source estimated that there were :appro:xim.ately h~o 
dozen lotteri~s being opeir~ted ln. the Missou1• Sta

1
te 

Peni bmtiary, w:hich ©Olt'lls:tsted of five sep~rmte ha.111:s 
housing the pri:son®Jt.':S s 1 

.I 

The s,ourtCe :advised that he never saw RMl 
run :niar~oti«;;s or handle contraband at any time ~nfd on 
one o~casion RJ\.:Y showed him his arms to prove thait he 
had neve:it' been addict®d to narcotics~ The source.[ added 
that he never olJnsE!lrved RAY with :any lal'ge :sum.:s of1 
money. 1 

I I 
The source advised that there was an 1 

organization being operated at the Missouri State! 
Perd tentiary by the inmates and this organization! was 
called vvcooley ws Organization. 11 The source said tthat 
this was a protection and enforcer organization atnd that 
while en route :to the Missouri State Peni tentiaryl he 
first became aw.are that suir.:h /i\l'll organization exisited. 
The source :advi.sed that he was at one time lodgedi at 
the County Jail .in Springfieldi Missouri, for sev~ral 
months and became acquainted with a prisoner 9 -(FNU) CRAIG-, 
whom he describ~d as a q~four time loser." The so;urce 
said that CRAIG has a bl'othe:ir who is :a detective p:n the 
Sp1•ingfield Police Dep~l"tment and that CRAIG had I 
previously se:lfved ti:mce-J a.t Missouri State Peni ten t1ia:ry 
and was being retu:r!rned to this penitentiary. The.1 source 
said that when CRAJ(((! learned that he al:so wa:s en oroute 
to the Missouri State Penli tentiary, CRAIG a.thrisedi him 
to join tbe Coo:Iey's Organization at the Missouri1 State 
Penitentiary since he would nEH?Hd to get ~long with 
other prisoneil"s, and be being a membe!' of this org1anization ~ 
he would obtain, 60spe~ial favo1°s e qv vrhe source, sai~ that 

· CRAIG informed 'him that the Cooley ':s Orgar.dzat:i.on1 would 
settle iallnlY grie:vance:s he may have while at l\Ussoulri State 
Penitentiary against other prisoners and that this was 
a very powerful 1 organization, having influence with guards 
and could even i,: for a price 9 arrange ova :mu\:.rder. v~' 
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Th® source advised that after his re1eJse from 
quarantine~ he ~gain observed CRAIG 9 who was thert working 
in the mess hall at the Missouri State Penitentittry. , I , 

The source advised that he then approached CRAIG 1and 
told CRAIG that he <desired to join the Cooley 9 s 1 Organization and at this ti,ro.e gave him a $10. 00 canteen 
book~ pointing out that the membership fee to join the 
Cooley 0 :s Orgaird.zation was $10. 00 and that this m~mbership 
fee would make an inmate a paid up member as lonr as he 
was i.n p:rison.· The source advised that CRAIG told him 
that he would obtain his membership for him and the :same 
night JAMES EARL RAY came to his cell and gave him a 
card saying ~uHere is you!' ca1•d," and nothing els+ ii and 
therefore he aiways felt that RAY was a member of the 
Cooleyns Organization since he was so trustede However,. 
RAY never said.to him that he was a memb'er nor did he • .. , I 
ever ask himo j 

The sou~ce said that his membership catd was 
type written with his nam® on it and had the hea~ing 
UUMembership Cooley Vs Club e II The sourrce said tha~ this 
membership ~ard was lik~ a credit card and it could 
get an inmate credit on pur©hases of candy and o~her 
sundries but ~ould not be used for ere di t p\xrposf s on 
lotteries. j 

' . i 
'I'he sou:JC'<e:e advised that he had two or ~h:ree 

differenices with prisonceirs over wagers wltdle in ~ Hall 
and upon getting no satisfaction, he personally ~ontacted 
CRAIG in the mess hall at which time he displaye? cto. 
CRAIG his membership card and filed h:is grievam:::, with 
CRAIGo The source stated that CRAIG inform.ad .him that 
he would handle this complaint; however, the feei for 
handling his gir.ievance was 50% of what was lt'h.lle a1 
prisoner. The. source added that subsequently RAW 
appeared at his cell in J Hall with his share of1 the 
cigarettes collected from his grievance. 

! 

The source stated that CRAIG was lateri transferred 
from. the mess hall to the Church Farm., which i:s ilocated 
outside the prison wall at Missouri State Penitehti~ryo 
The source said that prior to CRAIG vs departure 9 1 CR.IHG 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' I • I 

6 
BH 44=1740 ' ! 

contacted. him aud .instructed him who to see in the 
future to take :complaints :should he hav~ any I 
additional g:rie\,ances. At this point, the source[ 
pointed out tha,t mast grievances would be placed 
either at the mess hall or, the prison yard_, noting 
that only d-urin:g these periods .of time all the I · 
inmates from d~ffere.nt• halls could talk with eac; 
othero The sou;rce added that 'he was unable to · 
furnish any description of name of the individual 
he was instru.ct!ed to contact -in the mess hall af'tler 
the departure df CRAIG since he had no further I 
complaints and ;was s.ubsequently · transferred to t~e 
Renz Farm, T::1::~:e a:::t:::::: :::s:::i:::

6
prieson° 

01"ganization _ wa!s operating when he arrived at th . 
Missour State ~nitentiary and was still doing bdsiness 
when he departe;a an~ he felt that this operation lhad : 
been started and maintained by old cons who are now . 
trusties and who reside in A· Hall, which is the ~rustie:s v. 
barrack:so He ~dded thi:1t he personally feared th~ power -
of the Cooley u~ Organization as did othe.r irimate~ and , 
in his opinion, ha personally felt they could I 
~ender retaliation regarding him if they became aw~re 
that he gave iqformation concerning their organi~•tion. 

- : I I 
The source said that during·the time RAY 

.was assigned tq J Hall 9 he had attempted an escape 
which was unsuccessful and thereafter he never saw RAY 
again since RAY was not returned to J Hall and h~ 
later went to Renz farm. He said that while at Renz 

- I ' . I 
Farm he did hear that RAY su~cessfully escaped from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary by h~ding himself .in a· 
bred truck o : J 

The source was asked if there ever circiulated 
at Missouri State Peni te'ntiary. a rumor concerning the 
killing of thr~e Negro inmates and if RAY's name !was 
ever ment;i.oned .as a suspect or being involved in1these 

1killing:s.,- The :source said that he did lea:x-n that.when· 
prison authorities first·tried to integrate the prisoners, 
four white men 1·with pillowcases over thei.r -heads I waited 

- ;f ' 
r 

' 
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,I 

- I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I .I 

for five N®gro :prisoners to enter the shower rooj' on 
one Ot!::casion arid stabbed three of the Negroes to 
death 1 wounded :a fo~rth and the fifth escapeds He 
said that at.no time did he hear any rumor that RAY 
was involved iri these killings. I 

1 I 
The- sourrce said that the inmates located 

in J Hall at tJ:ie time he was also lodged there artd who 
could possiblyifu:rnish additional information cortcerning 
RAX_,were (FNU) !SPRATT, cell 187; and GENE (LNU),jcell , 
190s who escaped by overpowering a guard and tak1.ng 
his uniform 9 hdwever 9 this individual,was succes$fully 
apprehended and returned to Missouri State PenitJntia:iry. 
Source advised ;that another inmate ,nam.e unknown, I who 
occupied cell 190 9 was a lottery player. Another 
inmate 9 name unknown, nicknamed i'Cowboy, 11 was a tla11 ... 
fender in char~e of convicts in J Hall. I 

Tb.is:source was displayed numerous photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that all photograpl)s bear 
~ close .:resemb~ance to RAY; ·however, he specifically . 
identified the [photograph of .JAMES EARL ~AY take~ at 

-the Missouri state Penitentiary during the time ne was 
inca:rcerate«L :The source said that he would have no 
difficulty in ~dentifying· RAY should he ever seejhim 
again, even if :he attempted to disg'uise is ident; ty; 
giving as .his reason-!? that RAY was definitely ''slough= 
footecP~ and hi~· toe:s pointed out noticeably when ,I he . 
walked causing

1
his heels and soles to wear down <j>n_ the 

outside edges. 1.He has a prominent cleft·on his 9hin, 
which is noticeable and remarked that RAY liked ais 
booze and that'.he had the impression from talkint with 
him that he wa~ a heavy drinker~ The source als9· 
added that in ~is opinion from his knowledge of f,AY.in 
prison that 'hei~hought RAY.~ad a normal sex lifer · 

· The ~?urce· ad!ise~ t!Jat the only other I pe:son 
that he.knew that RAY might"' have been closely associated 
when in · prison was a full=blooded Indi.an prisonef' who 
was the barbel" 1 in J Hall but whose name·he could

1

not 
recall~ The s6ur©e stated that b,e definitely ha, not 
been contacted:by RAY since he.has been relea.sed 1from 
prison~ which was May 3, 1~67~ and stated that he would 
notify the Bir~i.ngham FBI Of_fice i.f RAY ever att4mpted 
to contact him.in any way or manner in the f,utur~. 

I 

-~ r 
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i 

Date _ __,,4~/...,,2,..,0~Y...,.6'-""8'----,----, 

I 
Mr. PETE~ CHERPES 9 Owner, Economy Rooming ijouse, · 

2 06 Highlanvdl Avern.ue 9 Birmingham 1 was given two. photographs 
o~·ERIC STARVO GAL~ and after-carefully·studying ·these. 
p otographs for several minutes, st~ted g "I believe tlfi's is 
E ·1c GALT who resi4ed at my rooming house. 'The photqgraphs 
bar a very close resemblance to him; howeverv I c~n~t be 
s 1 re until I. seeirn him in. person." . . 1 

' I 
I 

I . 
I 

I 
. I 

I 

On 4r8/68 •t Birmingham, Alabama File# BB 41-11740 

by SA WILLIAM A. SAUCIER:jbt Date dictated 4/ 119/68 

This docum~nt contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the F~I and is loaned to 
your agenc:yj; it and its contents are ·not to be distributed outside your agenc:ll".)~ 

. ,;.._ • :1 
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il Date _4_/_2_q+!/_6_8 ____ _ 
I 

. i 
Mr. HERBERT.KELLY advised that he is emp~oyed·as a 

cook at·the Economy Rooming House 9 2608 Highland Av!enue, Bir­
mingham, and that he was employed at this house du~ing the period 

. August 26 9 1967, .tl)rough October 7, 1967. I 

Mr. KELLY advised that during this perioq of time he 
prepared and se~ved the morning and evening meals and was 
acquainted with most of the tenants; ije said that/he did 
remember a guest by the name of ERIC GALT who resided at the · 
Economy Rooming House and particularly recalled thit he occupied 
Room 14 9 and was.always late for breakfast.- [ . 

Mr~ KELLY was given two photographs of ERIC STARVO 
GALT and after c,refully studying these photograph~ for 
several minutes, 1 stated, nI, believe these photographs of 
GALT are identical with the ERIC GALT who resided tt this 
rooming' house. These pictures bear a very close r~semblance 
to him. vv I · 

' ,:. 
Mr. KELLY stated that he would riot make a positi,ve 

identification p9inting out that he desired to view GALT in 
person before making such an ide.ntification. :1 

! 

File # _B_H_4_4.-":"_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 
I 

, I 

by +-__.,,,~W"-I~L'=!:!L..,_,I~A.!..!:M~A~__.!,S~A~U~C~I:!::E~R!..!::.a.1·~b=-=t:___ ___ ..=3_:~.:_-· -Date dictated _4-,-,
1 

/_1_9_/_6_8 ___ ~ 
This ocument contains neither reco~mendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property or'

1
1the FBI and is loaned: to 

you, renc,; it and it, content, = ,;at to be di,tdbuted outside you, ,gency. • ' 
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Date ---=M=:ai=y'--+--'\ 1=--=-0_,_, --=-l-=-9-=-6-=8 __ _ 
l 

PETER CHERPE~ 'j OWllll®r of ·the Economy Ro©lMlifig Houi'[§@ 1 
65 6((1)8 Highl~nd A'V~IDJ.lill@'j Biirmniin.gham. 9 Alabamai. 9 w~~ ~h©~Pltil 1,.\ 

photograph of JA~S EARL RAY 9 which photograph had b®®llll 
t~k~llll during the resid@rnce ~f RAY in Los A~geles 9 C~liforll1lia 9 

dllUtring lat@l 1961 :a;.nd early 19680 CHERPESv withollllt h@~it~tior!!., 
d@finitely id~filltifi~~ this photograph a~ beiThg a ph~t©glI:"~ph 
l©f ~ P®lr~O!Ill klllOWfill to CHERPESJ a~ ERIC s. GALT 'j who J:"@~iirJ~il! 
fill t CHERPES O rooming houis,ie :f'rom August 26 9 1~67, thrq1lllglhl 
:ill PP:ir'Oximm~ t~ly Oct@ber '1 9 19167. CHERPES ~a id this p~oit 1D= 

gr~ph ~f JAMES EARL RAY w~s the best lik@ne~s of them~~ 
~KWW!fi to CH.ERJPES as ERIC S. GALT that CHERPES had ~1@im t@ 

~t~o i 

I 
I 

I 

On 5/6 /68 at lUrmingham p Alabama File# :SH 44l:=>li'14~ 
I 
~AgS ROBERT M. BARRETT & 

b 
,xLLIA:M AO SAUCXEJR RlVIB~c~p . ' 5/$/~8' 

Y. I . . . . Da~e didated 
This docrment contams neither recommendat10ns nor conclus10ns of the FBI. It is the property of the• FBI and is loaned to 
your age cy; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ag_e:'J:l. · 1 
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I 

Date __ M_a--=~-.---l_0_,,'---1_9_6_8_...:....__ 
I 

, I 
l ' 

, I 

HERBERTr KELLY, who is employed as a cook 1:a t 
the Eccm,omy Roomi,ng House,, .2608-Highland Avenue, : 
Birmingham 11 Alabama, and who served meals to ERIC s. -
G-ALT ch:nring the r.~si:i.dence of GALT at the Ec<Dinomy Ro!om.ing · 
Hou~® p. was shown :a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, whlich 
had be@rn t~ken during the·re~idence of RAY in Los 

1 A!l)).geles, Ca liforn.ii~a, during late 1967 and early 196j8, 
KELLY definitely identified this photograph as b@ing 
a photograph· of th@ person known to him as ERIC s. ' 
GALT. KELLY ~lsio. said this photograph was the best 
l ikene~~ of @ALT th~ t KELLY had seen to date O 

. ' 'I 

i: 
I' 
I 

I 
,On , /6/68 at Birmingham, Alabama File #lBH 44=17140 

~Aes ROBERT M •. BARRETT & -'----+:------
by fILLIAM A. SAUCIER RMB:cap Date dictated 5

1

/8/68 

This docpme~t cont~ins neither recommep.datio~s n_or conclusions of the FBI. It is the· property of the! FBI and is loaned to 
your age cy; it and its contents are not t

1
o be distribute~ outside your ,,ag~2· •I 
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The 
SAs ROBERT Me 

I . MlSCELLANEOUS 

Qutlets of Salacious Books 1 

I 
, I 

f:ollowing inv~s.t igat ion was con(luct1ed by 
BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: :1 

I I 
Dl,lring investigation it had been dete;rmined 

that :subject RA:Y had.on more than one occ~siQn'w~ile 
residing· in .Cal;ifornia written to publishing houses 
dealing in salacious and sex books. In view of tlhat 
characteristic of RAY, all newsstands and book stiops 
serving as local outlets of that type of ~~t~ria~ wer~ 
canvassed and i~entification orders left with th~· 
proprietors. Np on,e during this survey recalled llllav!ng 
seen RAY in the[ir esta.blishments b_ut eacb promise

1
d to . 

notify the FBI at Birmingham should he be obs~rve:d in 
the future. 1 

I 
I 

Bank Robberies and Bank Burglaries 

The 
SA PATRICK J. 

r 
I 
' 

following 
MOYNIHAN: 

I 

investigation was conduct~d by 
I 

I 

Based on a suggestion from the Bureau, 
1
~ll · 

pending un~olved bank robbery files in the Birmingham 
Off ice· have been reviewed on the possibility that 1 subject 
RAY may have participated in such activity. Baseij on 
this review 1 RAY has definitely been eliminated as being:-
a suspect in any such bank robbery. I _ 

I 

aa 

' 
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1 

i 

Filiesipertaining to unsolved bank burg! ries 
in the lBirmingh,m territory were likewise reviewe1 l:)ut 
same :reflected 1:10 witnesses to such bank burglariErs 
and no latent ftngerprints which J!light l;>e compare, with 
the prints of RAY o · 

\ 
I 

I 
' I ,, 

I 

:1 

,I 

I 
I 

, I 
!I 
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SAs 
and 

_!!2,Qming Houses 

. I 

,I' 
I 

The following investigation was conducted by 
ROBERT M. BARRETT. WILLIAM A. SAUCIER, NEIL pl., MARTIN, 

. I RICHARD D. SCmV'EIN: . 

Although as has previously been reporteL by the 
Birmingham Office that all rooming_houses were cahvass~d 
with the photograph of the-- individtlal then identified as 
GALT, each 'of t~ese establishments were recontactfd 
during the peri0ds April 25-29 and May 3-7, 1968 1 and 
identification orders supplied to the prop~ietorsl Th~ 
proprietors were also questioned concerning the pbssibility 
of subject under the name RAY or ·additional alias«l:is then 
known as having 1 been a tenant in tpe past 1 especi!lly 
during the pertinent periods when his whereabouts 1were 
not known. The I nu~be( of· such rooming pous,es was I quite 

1· extensive and included all which advertised in the daily 
press 1 under the classified section of the telephqn~ 
directory~ or by sign advertisements. No identification 
of RAY having resided in any.such place resulted c}ther 
than as has beerl previously reported 1 his residenqe at 
the Economy Rooming House 9 2608 Highland Avenue 1 Birmingham, 
from August 26 _.,;,, October 7 9 1967. The above also j included 
checks at chariiy type shelter homes and institutions. It ·· 
also i1'cluded all YMCA operated establishments. \ 

I 

Ma~ri~e and Divorce Re~o!:5!s 
I 

j 

I 
I 
I 

The records of the Probate Court in: eacli of th~ 
31 counties c.omprising the terr:i,tory of the B:irmi~gham 
Office were s~arched pertaining to any marriage Olj divorce 
record of subject RAY under his true name or any J~.nown 
aliases. This resulted negatively but was·consid~red 
advisable in view of his veiled reference on one occasion 
that he had a divor,~ed wi'fe living "over the moun~a.in° 
ne:ar Birmingham.I 

I 

•• 1 

I. 35 
/ 
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Possible Local Robberies 

' 
Immediately after identification of RAY ~s 

being involved.in this matter 9 the Robbery Squad of tllle 
Birmingham Police Department was furnished with phcho­
graphs ~f him anq also pertinent dates during whic* he 
was known to have resid®d in Birmingham 9 i.e. Augu~t 26 = 
October 7 9 1967. · Members of the Robbery Squad hav~ 
exhibited his photograph to holdup victims occurritlg in 
Birmingham during that period without identificatidn. 

I - ' I 

At the ·present tima~ this facet of the irlvesti= 
· gation is being extended to include robbery squads -l'Of the 
. police departments in the six Resident A.gene ies of 

1

.the 
1 Birmingham Officei and to the cities of road trip 
terr itor.ies. · 

Unidentified Deceased Males 

I I 

Immedia~e ly after the ident if icat ion of JRlAY as 
the subject of t~is investigation 9 contact was had ~1th 
the Jefferson County Sheriff vs Office 9· Birminghami IAJ,.ab~ma 1 

a)l1d with t.he Off ice of the Coroner, which official w
1 

orkrs 
closely with the Sheriff 9 s Office. The Coroner was. · 
requested to advi~e the Birmingham Office should an~ un= 
identified deceased male be examined by his office.I As 
yet there have bieen no such instances coming to the 1

, 

attention of the Coroner. 

Based oh information contained. in Bureau hommuni= 
cation9 da~ed May: 9~ 1968 9 regarding this matter, similar 
inquiries and stop notices are being placed at t-he present 
time ·with coroners and ·sheriff's offices in the ccountiie:s. 
of the six Resident Agen~ies and to· road trtp · territories 
of the Birmingham; Off irce. ): 

36 
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1 Possible Employment of Ray 
· ! ~:y C0>untry_ Clubs 

I 
• I 

_ The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs ROBERT M. lBARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: 1 

' . I 
! 

In a 'communication from the Bureau, dated May 10 9 

1968 9 it was pqinted out that while residing in ihe ~s 
·Angeles area during the early, pa.rt of 1968p and p:'.·ior to 

· his departure, t'herefrom in March 9 1968, · RAY had been 
determined to liavie made several telephone ·calls to country 
clubs in -an effort to obtain employment 9 especially as a 
bartender, sin~e he is known to, have pursued a cdu.rse in 

1bartending -while residing in _Los Angeles.· [ 

All country clubs in the immediate are~ of 
Birmingham were contacted on May 16, 1968 1 by SA~ ROBERT 
M. BARRETT and 1WILLIAM Ao SAUCIER, photographs exhibited 9 

and records-of applications and employees checked with 
negative ·resul11s. This matter is now receiving ~ttention 
by the nasident Agencies in Birmingham Offj.ce te:critory 
in connection with country clubs, located in thos~ a~eas. 

I 

Hotels and Motels 

I 

On th~ id~te~- .Apri-1 25, 26 and 29.P 1968,1 SAs 
ROBERT M. BARRETT, WILLIAM Ao SAUCIER 9 NEIL P., M~RTIN, ,. 
and RICHARD :Pe SCHWEIN conducted the. following i~we~tigation: 

· Afte~ the identification of RAY, his ptjotog_;rapfns 
and identification orders were exhibited to a~l hotels , 
and motels in ~he· ~irmingh~lll!=Bess~~er, Alabama, ~re~» 
although. employees of those <establishments had P1ieviou:sly 
been contacted and shown photographs during the period 
that subject's 1name was believed to be GALT •. ReqordS of 

r._,: 37 
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I 'I 
! I 

' these e:st~bli:shmler.ats W®re icbe<C'.ked thoroughly under! the 
name of RAY and lhis other aliases during any period he 

1 was kn.own to have been in the Bir.mingham area 3 bu.ti n.o 
/ such record of ~esiden~e ~ould be located. Exhib~tion 

! of bis photogra~
1

h was extended to include all emplloyee:s 
on all three sh~fts of each hotel and motel. No_ 1

1 employees could jmake any identification.~ 

7 

I 
J 

I 

I 
I 
,[ ' 
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Bt~s Stations I 

All e~ploye®s on each shift at the termln~ls 
of bu:s line's s<eirwi!Iilg Birmingham were again contacted \on 

· Apr i 1 25 _ a ncd 2 6 ~ 19 68 9 ~y SAs ROBERT M-.. BARRETT 9 ,, ILL ]j\M 
A .. SAUCIER, NEIL ·po :\\iARTIN, and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN 9 and 
identification orders pertaining to RAY were suppiied 

i 
I I 

to the employees without effecting an identification. , 
I I 

I 

Railroads 

! 

After 1 issuance of the identification or~er fo:ir 
the-arrest of s~bject RAYj employees of the city ticket 
offic~s and the I respective terminals of railro~H:!s 1 serving 
the city of Birmingham were contacted by S.As ROBERT M~ 

' I 

BARRETT, WILLIAM A. SAUCIER 9 NEIL Po MARTIN, and RICHARD 
D. SCHWEIN 1 and copies of the identification orders 
furnished to said employees. No one recalled hav~ng siee1!1l 

RAY in the capacity of a·passenger on any r:atlway 1 linre. 
) 
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! 
I Airlines . = 

I 
Although all city offices and-Mun!c'ipal ~irport 

stations of .~ach' airline s®rving Birmingham-had b@~n 
previously iconta~ted regarding subject then known ~rs GALT 9 ~ 

they were again canvassed on April 25y 1968 9 by SlMi: RO:BEJRT 
Mo BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER and identificati9n orders 
issued for RAY were exhibited and left with personbel of 
each city offiicei and airport. station of (i:'Jfach· airL.he. No 
identification was effected. I 

I 

:1 

I 

I I 

i I I. 
Car Rental Agencies I 

I 
I• 
I• 

On April 25 9 1968 9 all automobile rental! 
agencies in Birmingham were reconta~ted by SAs ROBERT Me 
BARRETT9 WILLIAM Ao SAU<CIERP NEilL Po MARTINY 'and RICHARD 
D. SCHWEIN 9 after the establishment of RAY being thcs 
subject in this matter 9 their records checked ~nd 1 

ident if icat ion orders .supplied to each shift of succh 
rental agencies~~ This resulted negatively ~s to •+Y 
identification of RAY ,utilizing such a miethod of trans= 

' portation during 
I 

the pertinent periodo 
1

· 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
i[ 

,I 
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L'llJl.gg·agce Storage 

I 
The foll~wing investigation was c~ndu~ted by 

SAs NEIL P. MART~N and. RICHARD Do SCHWEIN on May 1 9! 1968: 

Through the cooperation of the managers ~f the 
luggage storage departments of the bus ,.stations, railw~y 

, stations 9 shoppiq.g centers 9 and the Birmingham Municipal 
· Airport 9 all luggage whi~h had been allow®d to rem~in 
over the prescritjed period of stor~ge was examined)!· No 
itiem which could ,be attributed to RAY was noted. 

I I 

I 

Laundries! and Dry-Cleaning Establishments 

I 
i 

I I 
The fol,:lowing investigation was conducted! by . 

SAs ROBERT Mo BARRETT 9 WILLIAM A .. SAUCIER~ NEIL Po --'MARTIN9 

and RICHARD D., SCHWEIN: . I 

Since it ha~ been ©l~t@rmined from jnvest:l,~ation 
that the subject previo'llJl.sly known as GALT frequent!¥ 
utilized branch off ices of laundries and dry=clie:ani'ng 

. e:stablishm.ents 1 u~ually on a weekly basisp all mainl 
offices and the 2~1 branch off ices in residential n'righ= 

·· borhoc»ds were recont·acted after issu~nce of the identif i= 
• . . I 

cation order for TtAY. No employees other than lh~ b~®n 
previously·r.eported could identify RAY 1a1:s being a pktron 
of their establishment. Identification ord<ers were[ left 
•with each proprietor. 

I 

41 
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I 

Parco lee~ from Missouri State Pem.i tent i,a.r_y_l · 
I 

Mr. JO:a:N McINTOSH9 Chief Deputy 9 Uo So Pi'ob~tion 
Officer 9 w~s (COnt~cted by SA HENRY Ao SNOW to d~t~~min~ 

1 whether their files contained records of any parol~e~ 
1 from the Missouri State Penitentiary residing in t~e 

Northe~n District of Alabama$ who may hav~ be@n confined 
in the MisSOUl_ri ~rnstitution during the same perio«'ll: of 
confil!il~m~rn.t of RAY. Based on available recc©rds 9 1Mi.1r. ,, . I 
MclNTpSH was unaple to identify any SU(Ch state parplees 
who might be under federal :supervision at th.is time. 

I 11 

I . • I 

1 
Mr. WARREN GASTON 9 Alabama State P:arole f:lnd 

Probation Office:r 9 Room 411~ Jefferson County Courf H<0us®9 
was conta~ted for th~ ,same purpose and sugg@~rt@d teat Mr • 

. L., B., STEPHENS~ Parole Executive 9 _Alabama State Of!f;iice 
Building, Montgomery, Alabama 1 would have a r®ady r.~feren~® 
of all Missouri St~t® Penitentiary parolees pres®ntly 
under state supervi~i@~ in Alab~ma. He stat®d th~~ Mr._ 
STEPHENS keeps t)nes® r(eHc©rds undrer an interstate_ cpm_p~~t 
with the var iou.si stat®:s. Appropriate communiieat i?.Jirn wa~ 

_dispatched to th~ Mobil® Office for contacct with Mjt"• 
STEPHENS. I i 

I 

·, 

I 
. I 
i I 

I 

I 
• I 

I 

, .. f 
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I 
I' 
I 

'I ' 
, I 

~ In a <C!<Oll'!\llffillU!Di<eat ion dated M~y 6 9 1968 9 tlh'.e 
Bureiillu pointe«:! @)mt that it may have be®n possible ~or 
subject RAY wbillei f l@®ing on· th<e day a.fter the· murlid®r · 
from Memphis 9 Tehnes~®ie 9 to his next known loteation in 
Atlanta 9 Georgia 9 to have visited a bank aind ga_i1mefd 
access tco a safe depcosit box previously rent@d. Tihe 

. pertin~m1t date Wifll.S considered to be April 5 9 196fLi 

I . ·I · Through the <eo@peration of thie f«J>llowing bank--, 
off ic ia ls @xt@n'dibd to SA HENRY A. SNOW during the pe.lf iod 

I . ' 

May 8=16 9 1968 9 ;they. ~aused re<eordsr of the .-r~24:;'38.0.1~;..:: ::~.~ 
safe deposit boxes to be checked for the pertin(e)~tl date 
of entry 9 April ~1 1968~ I 

Mr. CHARlLES To SMITH 9 A\!Jl.d i tor 9 and 1 

Mrs. CATHERINE A. REEDY 9 Manager o:f <'> 
Safe Deposit Department 9 Birmingham 
Trust N~tional Bank 9 Main Office 9 I . 
and its 17 br~n<eh off ices ·. 

i 
Mr. CLAUDE LOVEJLESS 9 Comptroller 9 

· Fir~t National a~nk of Birmingham9 

a~d its 25 br~~~h offic@s 

Mro ROBERT Fe CRADDOCK9 Auditor 9 
Exchange Se~urity Ban~ and its 12 
branch off ices 

Mr. GEORGE MURPHREE~ Presid@nt 9 . City 
N~tional Bank of Birmingh~m9 ~md it~ 
four b:ic'anch <0>ff ices 

Mr. FLOYD Le JONES9 Wice President 9 

Centrai Bank and Tr~st Company 9 and 
its five branch offices 

43 
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Mr. Je Ma ]NGRAM9 C~~hier 9 

Ameri~an National Bank 
I 

I dent if h::ffit i©n (D)ridcersi wrere e.x:hibi teed airnd~ 
delivered to the llfil\!lil.n~g®r of ®i!il.(Ch of the fSJafei dep«:llf;Sl:it 
departments of ®iill~h of the b~nks with©ut a!Il!.y r<eic0>gll'l\iti<tHll 
of RAY as h~ving: b®@n ~ p~~t ~ustomer or~~ h~vingl 
~.u::ir.ess to ~iny rs:ai.f® <d®posit box on th® d~te April 5,9 

19680 E[8).ch of th® billl.nk officials 9 aft<er' having ic~.1\ll~®«ll 

a ch@~k to b® maidiei of their entry card~ :for the )Pl<tc,ftin®nt 
d~t® 9 -~~vised that ~«:li customer who might con~eivabiy be 
idien:t iical with RAY ent®red ~ box on that date. 

I 
I, 
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Aft~r r~~@ipt of inform~ti©n to th@_®ff@~t tlhat 
iill.m«:»J111g .lr'®<l;'.OV@r@d l!'::lffCel~t:s ·~bfil!lril«ll©l!ll@<di by ~ubj~~t 9 tlh®~~ w~~ 
@ liin®n llalu@dry )llfll?.ll.l"k 9 2(Q)=R=3 9 th®r~IDlITT\ 9 SJ/, lll&WJID T •1

. ll,U,1' 
on April 30 9 1968 9 d®t®r1mnin®d! from lin.llndlr' i®~ in t ~e 
Birm.inglham ill1l"@~ t hw,t ~l though ~om@ ut ili~~©i th<eJ Tli®:ir'mm«'JJ= 
Seal m~~hi@@9 llll©llll@ W@.lt"® l\Dlc~t@d! who h~w@ int~® p~~t 
i<d®ntif i®Jd li@<en~ in their lWJu@dri@~ by tlhl@ !liID.iill:ir'k' '1(C))=J.R=3o 

. . I . 
. I 

WIRGIL ES:C09 Pl!lllnt M:&11.na~@l!." 9 illiill.yf i® Jld Cl®iillm~r~ 9 

2JL9 South 20th Str@@t 9 ;l;l.dwi:sred thialt th<eiy h!e!V@ i!lll -~h~ pi;il.:~rt 
us@d the !!l!llillllrk 20=lR=; lh©W@l'V®l" 9 h® fll'.J)und t !hi~ t© b® I ffll W&lhi t® 
and pink ~tl"i)Pl® 'iflll!ll<d a Cl©tb fill!l:Bll"k. Tlher@f©lr®9 it 1i~ lIWt 
id~ntic~l witlh the mark 20=JR=3 which wa~ fo~nd on 

1
th® 

line@~ ilill inst~nt inw~~tigitlltion. 1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

On tlhei )P©S:Ellibility thill!.t Slubject l!tiff9 w1lr11q lhilil.iSl 
breen kll©Wn to h~v@ Pllll"CClh&ll~®d a usi~d wreihi~l® in th~ P&ll~t9 
m~y h~~®@gilil.in don® so through the m®diu~ ©f ~l~~~ifi®@ 
ad~erti!S®m®nts in th® @~ily pr®iSJS 9 ~ r@view ©f ~ll ~u~h 

• I 

adls w~filil milil.dle by SA!S lR lICHAJRD D. SCHWEIM &lu111d NE ]:JL 1P J ML~R'll' ]]f 9 

whiich ~d!ff:li ~PP®/illr®d itl'i! th® 001Birmingh~m lP'o~t=H@r.~]d 01 
(ml!)rning) ~nd tlh@ 00Birllliilingllul!m. Ne11iws 0

Q {@warni@gP f©r :l81 
period wlhice:h w~s <di®®i@@cdl to be pertilfil®mrt; :L@. ll\l!8J!.Jrdlh 21 = 

• I 

Apr1.l 2 9 · 1968. i 
I 
I 

After ~uclh re'(fiieiws 9 the owner~ of 8llll ~Q~h iCiBJ.r& 
who bad placed ads were contacted abd this amounted to 
486 &1i.utm¥1iobil®~; the period during wlhiit:lh the pr~w1m11s . 
OWl!l\®I"S W®.ll'."@ C©rnt~ctedl by SAs scmwE IN ililll'.i@ i!l!AlRTlli wi~ f:u:~m~J 
Mw.y 7=17~ 1968. I!til e~ch iL['fiSt~!tilC®9 the )JHJl!"~thil!l~®'!t" Qf tlhe 
vehicle was Sliil.tisfactlV>rily <datarllliilin<t:Jd lilJ©t to b® id@mt ic~l 
with S1ll!bj~~t ·RAY. 

\ 
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Dull" ing t !bl@ p<er iod ~<0lw®r@rd by t !hi~ r®p«::11ri )) 
C<Ollli!,Stant lillll.i~<0lllli lh\[al~ b@®n ll!lll:llli1tllt:aiinied -with tlhl® rd:8ltiiy 
pres~ ~nd t®l@wi~•i@!!'.il stID1t iolrlls in tlh@ Biirmingh@lm ~~®Silo 

Tlherse outl@t~ ~.il h$J.V@ publicized the plh«:»toglr'&llph~Wfl(l):ft: 
RAY eff~ctiv@tly. 'l"he W®@kly ' 0Birminglh~l!l'!l Wl©Jt'l<r:J 0

\ · lhliit:lh 
/ h:llls e~tenrsive «;: i:1r«;:Ulill!r iz~t i(Q)l!Il ifllM@ltllg tlhl@J l'l@gro .cit 1.zren111iS 

of Birr.rdngh~m 9 Iha~ llll.ls<D giv@lrll promiim®llilt -~p~ic@ to "ol h® 
pMblie~tion ©f subjiect 0 s plho~ogr:aiphs :llll!lld fil\@W~ it®!lf,~1§1. 

. I 

·. In fil!dl«$ition to tlhe iabove 9 SA llMlJ15ElRT J© 'Sf!&HNAL1L 
through ~rr~rngem®lllts effect@d with Mr. SA~ Co SP!\ffir••,yv 
Exe~utiv~ S@cretary 9 Th~ Alab~m~ Servi«;:@ St~tiollil 
As~ociati©n 9 llij2 South 20th Street 9 Birmingh@~9 1~u~@d 
~ full' pagce write;;,,up ~Ri!d plh.©tograph~ of RAY to bee I 
publ i&Sih@<d! (Q)[ll p~ge 5 of 'th® Ap1l." il i.SSU® of tlh® 1ffi:Jcll!Jg~~i!til® 

published by th~t a~~©ciati©n. This publiccllltion· ~®~~@®~ 
all serwi~e ~t~.riltibims in th<El St~t® of Al~'biil!.miil!.. 1 

. . . I 

I 
I 

ugL©@k =Llil ikes uu a!n1d l,U~~e l l~ne©mi§l 3u~<ect s I 

i 

' Biil!.S@d 'Olm wid®SJP)lf®&".l@ «!OW®l"/ag'® th!"©ugh l!il®J~ 
m@di~9 ®tee e 9 !!ll\UUMt®J.t"©US K'®]Pl©:it"tS h~w®l b®®Jm lr@(l';@iv@d ~lillifi111;qg 

the period! ((!(CJ)Vtel!J'®dl by 'tlhis lt"(tl)jpl(l)ll."t Wh®reiirn ~iti:Z@1!11~ &U.\1\l?e 

reported individuals resembling RAY. Without exc~ption 
ea«::h ©f thes® in~ti6l.J1M~e~ re<t'.'eiv®d! iir@l!lllledh1te 8lltt®llllt:i©im by 
Age~ts of the Btrminghallllll (Q)ffice mnd ~11 su~n ~~~®~ 
re:s:ulted in tlhe p©sitive @li!ll!ilin~tic[))D iof the ~uspce-@t®©l 
indliwi«:huals. l!M~ords of thes<e in:Eitill!.nces ~r® 1~'!!/iili!rlltiilliD®d 

in :1ll. sep~r~te ~action of th~ Birminglh~liIDl fil® iim 'itllili~ 
l!l'Jl/Blttero : 
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I 
Ch®cclk of M©t©r · Vrehiclie~ Stolen illll Ali!l),bfii1l11lilIBJJ 

I 
I 

lEy CCOllffllll\IDlicc~tion «b1t@dl April i6 9 196l8 9 t!.h@ 
!Burelfl\Ul m!Bldlre iiilWtaiil:able ~ list of·m©tor v@hi<el@~ ~tcil®llil in 
Alab~miill. a~ c©l!!lipfl@d fr©llliil in:f©ll:"miaiti@n r@t[lj),in@©J ~t NCXCo 
The Mobile Offirc,e 9 und®r date of May 6 9 1968 9 triaud~mitt@cdl 
t© th® Birmingh~m Offi(C@ ~ li~t of th©S@ W®hi(Cl®~ !~t©l@n 
i)Ijl th® Birmingham t@Tritory dhuuring tlhl® pertin@m1t !P/®:lr"i.(OHdlo 
At the pre:s®nt time th@ BirmiIDlgham Off i<e® i~ @llllgiaj®@ ill'.ll -
~®t@rmilliling wheth@r SUtbj®<et RAY may haw@ \bl®®llll re~p©nf§libl@ 
1£;~:ir the theft of on<e> of th@&Sl® vehicl~So I . 

~- I 

"?f' In ~ddition theret© 9 thiei Birminghilll.llliil P©l:nlc@ 
Departm®nt 9 when previously contimict®d 9 :ffidWi\Sl®col t lh~t th® 
Auto Th@ft Squad ©f th~t ~ep~rtment will with©ut ~~~®pti©~ 
c@mp~r® ~ny l~tent fingerprints ©llll ~ny we~i~le ~tcil®llll in 

:· ·:· ·the St:ai.te l!)f Ge@rigi~ ~mrd Jf@~@v<e>rre<d l!i\t lBirlffillillllgh®.m. : Slpe<ebtl 
,:·.;; ,,Sll.thmt i©n !has been aff'©rdeirll by the Birmingh3ill'ifil ~©lire® 

,, ''.:Department to ~ny C?ill.:lt" r<e>porte<dl ~t(Q)l@n in Georgiiffi ! 
:i:: .. immmediately prior to ©r ~h<0rtly illl.fter the @ililt@ 9 A~ril if»l' 

--1968. , ! · 
I 
I, 

Xn 2ddlition t'© tlhe :lillbov® 9 <e>~rclh Int@r~tllll.1!® 
Tr~nsp©rt~tion of Stol®n Motor Vehicle (XTSMV} ~~~® 9 
~hiich h:ad b®®!Ill p®n«:lling in th® Birminglh:lllm Off icce iirlr,mlvin:g 
~~ unkilll©WIDl ~ubject eith@r st®~ling ~ <erffir in th® Birmingh~m 
t@tritory ~nd ~b~n~oning ~~m~ in,Atl~nt~ t®rlr'it©ri or wi~® 
w®rsa

9 
h:a1iS lbre®n r<eview®d !ffi!lllrdl ~p®cbd tffittrention giv@n it;((l) 

$llillY witne~~@~ to th@ theft (Q}Jl" lt"@(COW®l"Y of (§i)UJJ.<Ch w@tl:i.<Cl@. 
T© 1C'hil.t® 9 !tW ~udi witn<eis~ lhifll.S id@ntifi®d IRAY ilil.~ lb®ing rffi 

p@~~ibl® su~peet i~ any of thos@ ~~~®~o I 
I' 
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I 

l 

·1 . I . 

The f©lllowing investigation was cqnductedl by sA 
JBIORACE H .. lfl!:LLJ!:S ;l).mt alIT! isffort to identify t}le opera~or of 
a:im ~ut@m<01bile disp,l~Jil!lg A la ~ma lii;cens~ tag •2-7866 at 
~Jh:i,c~g@ 9 Illillll@i~li9 ©!Ol·April 19 9 1968. . · . . 1 

· . Jrmi th~ late evening of April 19, J,.968, GE~ ;FA~LL,. · 
Al~bamta St~te Troiipp@r 9 Florence, Alabam~, advised h;is of,fice 
at Flo:!r'ellll<e(!;1) :alllld Decatur, Alaba~, had no reco;rd of tne above 
lircel11t:l:);~ pl.ate 9 a:nd stated the registration perta~nirtg to 
thi~ tag could be; obtabaed · from the Probate· Judg~ 's[ Office, 
MtOJultollll, Alaba1irM1 91 on April 22 9 19~8. · :

1 

_,' 

. . l 
. OIDI April 22, 1968, records of the Prob~te; Judge's 

O~fiipe, ?.i!o~lto[)l 9 f labama 9 ref],e~ted the following iffoJ:"ma ... 
1 tion relat1.llilg t<0> ~his license plate. it was iss~E;;dl to 
EDGAR F., lBORDEN 9 .~oulton, A la~ama, for a 1966 Chev;rplet 
Cheve].JLep VXN JL38~'168(or A).176978, on March 12, 1~6~. 

I i 
Mrs o JUANITA JACKSON issued the plate,. an~ Mrs •. 

'JACKSON st1ated sh~ did not ·reca 11 what the p~rs<:m b~ying· . 
. this tag look~d l~ke. Aft<eJr viewing a photograph 01 ~JAM~S 
EARL RAY 11 ~he stated she had no recollection of eve, hav~ ng 
seen an il!lldividu.al resembling RAY. 

1 
· 

C©mid(f;)rable iIDlv~~tigation w~s conducteq ~pril 22 
thro1JJgh Ap:!l"ill 24» Jl.968 9 ilm aim un:iiuccessful effo·rt tp id~:ptify 
EDGAR F o BORDENo · · 

1 
• ·· 

i I. 
Oim .Apr::UL 24 9 1968 9 TOM ·PETTIJS, County·, At1torney, 

advised h~ .haumdleid ta, divorce for ~DIGAR T .. BORDEN frpm Cook 
co,1ullty 9 . JJ:11:illilois, 1 in. 1957, and PETTUS' records show~d tha~ 
EDGAR To BORDEN, Wife WA1£IE BORDEN, ha.d a son named EDG.11~ 
FLOYD BORDEN.. ; · . . . . I 

i - I 
~ Mr~o WAJ,JCIE JOHNSON was located on Rural !Route; 

Moult·o!ll 9 Alabama 9 ; a:nd advised she had a son, EDGAR ;FLOYD 
BORDEN9 who was il!l Alabama in March 1968· and purchaised a 
license plat~ for! his: Clll(evrolet Chevelle autom~bil_e'i, ~t that 
time. Shte said t,his son wa~ n9w i.n the process of moving 

. I 
J 
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• I 

i 

I I~ 

I 
I 

• i' I: 
I. 

. I 
I . 

I 

, f:irom 2344 Staci"aJ@$1llto 9 Clbl.i~~g© 9 !llinoisi, to 
St:!fe®it, Sial!'ll AIDlg~JLo 9 T(t;lxas 9 iIDl (C~re of ERWIN 

' de~c:il"ibed ·ElDMR FLm'D BORDEN ~s follows~ 
i 

2324 GLnwood 
BORDEN . S h@J . 

, I 
I 
I 

Ag<e . I 
Dat~ of Birth 

' ' . I 
Heiglhlt , 
l\f<eiglhlt I 
E!:aile' ,1 

EyelSl 1 
~:ti tal Status 

f 
I· 
I 

I 

I: 

[· 
I 

I 
,I 

'I 
I ' 

I 
,J' 

. ·I 
I 

I 
I 

/ 

) 

25 
I I · 
Lawre:nce Coumrty., A . a ham~ 
5v 5 1

' 0:»:' 6iV 

132 
Dark 
Brown 
Married 
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BH 44-1740 
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) 

0~Lon~ly Heart 90 Type Organizations Q 

I I 
I 

The folilowing investig~tion was ·condqc;:tec:J. by. : 
SA 9 S ROBERT Mo BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER:: . 

t ~ / ' ,. • .. ·~, / - . 

A revie:w of th,e Birmingham telephone and c;ftr ·. .• 
directories was :made on May 14, 1968, for any "lon~ly . _ . ;-•, .. ,-. . . .. · 
heartn type orga'!nizations,._ with negative results. -[- Th~.-' - ->'</\ .- .. _. '·: ·. 
only exceptio.ns I.noted were the listings for Electl"a~ ._ . ·. ·.::: ,'·-. .- · · 
Date Corporationl, and Computa-Date Corporation, Hci~ewoc:,cj;,_ ·, · · , .- .· · 

·Alabam:a
9 

a Birmilngham suburb. ·. ..• <: ___ ,- . :-. 
. I · .-,.: .. · -, . -.· . ,: .- . 

On May 114 9 1968, BILLY SELLERS, President, . i_:: .,:./.' ::·:-

Electra=Da t·e ·Cor1poration, #9 N.W. 23J"d J\,venue, Si]mingb~;m:f .. _ _:.:,:··-:. _ 
Alabama, checked· his records through the use· of a , ,· ·,_· ·. ·. · 
computer, for any record of JAMES EARL RAY, under his: •. ,_ · · · · '., · 
true name or knqwn aliases, .without affecting any ident- :· 
ification. · He did locate a record for one EVERET I S, 
RAY, P$ O .. Box 41231; Memphis,· Tenne$see, telepho,:ie · . , . · . . 
276-1217. This !RAY is a white llla le, age 44, 5' 8'' ,I 13fi - / 
pounds 9 does no~ dagce~ does smoke, and is a wel~e

1

r. _·· : >:; 

SELLER~ said he· would carefully scrutinizle a:11 · i 
subsequent appl¾cati'ons, and should he receive anyf for, 
anyone having t~e same C,e~cription, likes, dislil(e,s a1_1d 
preferences as does JAMES EA:ijL RAY, SELLERS would I 
immediately not:iJfy the FBI. 

,[ 

- On May !14 , 1968, RJC,HARD SAUNDERS, owner 
Computa-Date· Corporation, Homewood, Alabama, advi ed hi~-
busin.ess is enga!ged in prdlviding dates for both males- ·· · 

.and females,- th1iough an electronic computer. syste -~ :Jle :-; . 
added he present,ly has 28 offices in the Southeasiern · .. ·, 

1
·_ -

'Section of the United States, which includes the J~ates· · · _ ,_-
of Alabama 9 Geo~gia, Tennessee, Florid?, and Miss~ssippi~-,., 
He searched his rrecords I through the use of his CQlllpu'.t~r,. >,:._· .. 
for any record- 9f JAMES .EARL RA~, under his, true ~~me _ . . •·• .. 
or known aliases, with negative results. SAUNDER~ &$a.id. , 
he woul'd immedia1tely notify· the" FBl should he·· receive 
any application ;from any~>ne resembling JAMES E_ARir. jRAY, ,. ,,_ 
in any manner, ~r which applicati,~n would be o:f;_,•int~t~$t, 
to the FBI. . J; ·_: -

i 
I . 

I 
I 

,· 

'I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




