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had had a baby ·in 2~68, it.had been nec~ssary 1~ hi~-t~ w~rk 
lon~. hours .and to atso be at home ·on a regular bts1s· to take 

. car1 _ of the RIFE 's three other children.. _ :l · _ 

· He again stated ·that me~bers of the Qu~ncy Police 
For_e_co':,lld verify that RIFE_had been in· Quincy ?n a daily 

. bas~s i1;asmuch as the police checked, the .Virgi~ir Hotel . 
evely_ ,n:1,ght. ·. · _ . _ _ 

, RIFE advised that-he would be availabl for inter-
vies by the FBI at any time-and that in the event that.he 
was not working or at his home 214 Lynn Street, Ruincy, 
111=,.nois, SAMUEL EDHA HARPER, a Clerk at the Vir~inia Hotel, 
wou d know of his exact whereabouts, and RIFE co ld be . 
rea,hed in a short period o~ time. · 

RIFE advised that he could not remembe anyone ,in 
the Quincy area who was close to the subject and could not 
thi1k of anyone who might have any information concerning 
RAY 

RIFE advised that he did ,not feel_ tha · MELBA 
MARE .R¥AN, the sister of the subject, has had any·contact 
wit. RAY and he certa·inly is aware of the fact hat MELBA 

. MAR E RYAN has had serious mental problems and hat any 
inf rmation that she ·,would furnish could not be re.lied on • 

.... , :,. .... 
1,: 
I!" 
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'The following ihvestigation Was condu ted ~y SA'S · 
ELY N. IL. DAvn:f AND THOMAS M~- SCHOENI:IOFER- on· 4-! -68: 

. . . - 'Trooper EARL MC FEETEHS, Illinois. S_ta e Police, 
Hull, Illinois, ·advised that he has s•ince 3-18-~. s· seen _ 
·Lo I IE RIFE and- ,vALTER RIFE almost on a: daily, b s·is. He·. 
advised that until recently, WALTER RIFE had li.ed at the 
horn of LONNIE RIFE i however, WALTER RIFE is nm working 

-at the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Ill~nois, oper ting the 
restaurant in th;:tt .Hotel. MCFEETERS advised tat.he does 

.. not bE.)lieve ei.thEclr RIFF; has made fl.DY long trips from the 
Quincy, Illinois,· area or has been gone from Qu · ncy, 111.·, 
for any extende~ period of time during the past month. 

On 4-19-68, Detectives DON CAPPS and AROLD LAMB, 
Quincy, Ill., PD, advised that they are night ddtectives for 
that PD. Each advised that as a usual thing on~their night 
routines they pass the Virginia Hotel, 534 Nortl Second St., 
Quincy, Ill .• They advised that they cannot-sta ,e for certain 

. on ny exact date that WALTER RIFE was at the Virginia Hotel; 
ho,ever, they have seen him there practically e~1ery night 
~pe a tin_ g t. he _res tau.rant in the Virginia ~otel •. ~ach adv is. ed 
that RIFE- ~e;i:-.tainly Gould not have been gone fo any extended 

_per?-od · of time from Quinqy without their knowing_ of this ,;tnd. 
that RIFE was certainly·,pot gone for several da sat. a~y .time. 

: - ', : ;. ·.\-- . 

On 4-19.;..68, . MARY•\JAN RIFJl, home .. addr~ s ,214 Lind 
StrE=let, Quincy, Illinois," wrl:~ interviewed at he place of 
~m loyment, th~ restaurant at the Virginia Rote , 534 North 

_Secon<:} Street, Quincy, Illinois.· She advised.tat she is .· 
ma ried to WALTER TERRY RIFE .. and . that her husb~nd has. been·· 
?-_n· Qu_incy, __ ll_linois, fo_r eve:i;-_y day sirice Februa y, 1968; <_She 
st ted that her husband certainly was not gone ny day from 

· -. 3- 7-68' through °4-4-68. She advised that _he waE1· working 
ea h day at the restaurant in ,the.Virginia Hotel operated 
hy ,her-husband~· She··v-iewed a -photograph of JA1

1

S EARL RAY, 
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FBI# 306 443'·A;-~ade ,on 3-17-60. · She advised· hat she hair. 
nev r seen this indiv,iclual in her life and had ever heard 

: her husband speak concerning tl:is i~div idual. iiARY JAN R°IFE 
adv ·sed that she has been married to WALTER TER~RY RIFE since 
·196 and that during that period of time JAMES •ARL RAY has 
nev ~ contacted him for any reason~· She ad~i~e · th~t MEL~A 

·-MAR:IE_ RYAN ·resides at. the Yirgin~a ·IIote·l and· th t shortly ·. 
bef' re being ·interviewed she had learned that· M LBA ~IARIE 
RYA was ·supposed. to be the s. is ter o. f the ind iv ~dua. 1 charged 
wit the shooting Qf l\iIA:R_TIN LUTHER KING •.. She. a~vise·d this 

_ was: the first time shG had ever heard of JAMES ~ARL RAY and 
did not ~now _th~ t RAY was :a_ ~r~ther ;to ME_LBA _MA.

1
IE RYAN. _ .. 

Illinois,· on numerous occasions. - · . 

.-

She also advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN is a mental 
cas and ha·s been in Jacksonville_·state Hospital·' Jacks_onvi11e, 

On 4-19-68, SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, De? Clerk, Virginia 
1, 534 North Second Street, advised that WA .,TER _ TERRY RIFE 
ates the restaurant in the Hotel. HARPER a vised that 

WA ER TERRY RIFE had been working every day at- -the restaurant 
since 2-68 when he took over the operation oft e restaurant. 
He ·dvised that RIFE's wife had given birth to child in 
_2- 8 and that during the period of _time that RI E's wife was 
in the hospital, he had operated .the resta,urant practically 
wit. out any help and had worked from 15 to 18- h, urs a day~ 
HA PER advised th?, t RIFE has not been gone from 9uincy,. Ill., 

·.fo. any one-day period s,ince taking·ov·er.the op ration of the 

• re~:taurant~ photograph :/},AMES. EARL RAY was ex ib~ t,e~ to • 
. HA .PER. HARPER.advised tha't_ this individual wa unknown to 

hi and stated he had never· seen RAY to his rec llection 
-du ing 11.is life. ' 

.HARPER advised tha·t ME:f.,BA MARIE RYAN l' esides aj: 
th Virginia Hotel; hmvever, .. h_e had never heard her- men t:i,on 
JAr.- SEARL RAY and did not know that this waste brother of 

•• 

0

lilE BA .MARIE RYAN until that date. HARPER advised that ~IEL_BA 
MA IE RYAN had re.sided at the Virg.ird.a Hotel si~ce 1_2-67 and 
h{;;l is certain that RAY has not visit~d the ·virg'nia Hotel 
du that_-period of time •• ~ · 

'., ... ··--·--------·· 
I,' .. 
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On 4-19-681 . attempts were made to inte view ME_LBA 
MARE RYAN; however, she was in a hysterical state and it 
was 1i~possible to ccinduct an interview oti that d te. She· 
adv sect that she would be available ·for an inter~iew on 
4-2 -68 and that she was ,villing to consent· to a~ interview 
wit the FBI. She dic:l. ·stated during a-short per'od of time 
an nterv iew was attempted to be conducted that he ha.d. rio 
ide · as to the whereabouts pf her brother JAMES ARL RAY. . . . 

.... . 

·~ .. ~. . -........ 
. .. . '•! ,I'. 97 :.. 
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On April 19, 1968; WALTER-·TERRY RIFE, ome. address 
214 Lind Street, ·Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed ·at his 
pla e of business; Virginia Hotel, 53'4' North Second Street, 
Qui cy, Illinois. Before the interview, RIFE was advised. 
of is rights by SA ELYON ,IL DAVIS and a Waiv_er of Rights 
Fori was read to RIFE 0 RlFE advised he would not sign the 
-ai ar of ~ights For~ but that he ~as willing to ~iscuss 
any hing with FBI Agents. 

RIFE .furnished the following information: 

RIFE advised that he last saw JAMES EA L RAY, FBI 
443 A, in 1957 when WALTER" TERRY RIFE was released from 

United States Prison at Leavenworth, Kansas. 

RI.FE adv is:ed that' he had been arrested in 1955 
wit JAMES EARL RAY at Hannibal, Missouri, and both had been 
cha ,ged with ·the · possessi'c>n of stolen. money orde :s from a 
Pos Office.· He advised that th~se had. been taken from a 
Pos Office at Kellerville,, Illinois, in a burglary and that .. 
he nd JAMES EARL RAY had theri traveled throughout the United 
Sta es cashing these postal money orders. He advised that 
the had traveled ·t,o Nevi Orleans, Florida~ Kansa: City and 
Cal· f ornia, ~as.hing the stolen money orders bef re being 
arr sted at Harinibali Missouri. . . . 

Both were then sentenced to the United States . 
. ·Pen· tentiary ·at Leavenworth, Kansas. 

' , •.. ...-~- .) r . 

. RIFE adv.ised .that he had se·en JAMES".EA L RAY almost" 
on . daily basis at the pet;ritentiary .'at Leavem;:~rth ·from 1955. 
unt. 1 RIFE was released fropi thE;:l penitentiary in 195.7. RIFE . 
lat r learned that RAY was n.ot released· from the penitentiary 
at eav~nworih until 19~8~ He stated ~hat.h~ had noi been in 
con act with RAY since that date and. had no ··knm1 ledge of RAY' s 
act ·vi ties · other than he had heard .th·a t RAY was sent·enced to 

· :_.--: __ -cthel\lissouri·:State Penitent:fo.ry·:in tlj:e:'early· 1960's. · He'·nad 
no : dea as to the chµ.rge . concerning RAY at th·a t time; howe.ver, 
he hought it was· som'e type. of armed ·robbery.· 

OMAS. MO SCHOENfrtiFER 
( ~ 

br----,-=-=--F-==:,,,,,::=~...__,D~A~~__.. ---'-'/r=a=S 'Date dictated-:--+-·4_-...,.2_·~5_-_6_8 ____ _ 

This document c ntain~ neither recamme,;dations ~or, ~cnclusicns cf the FBI. It is·· the property ~f the F:Bl .nd is leaned lo your agency: 
It and. its canten s ar~ ncl to be distributed outside ~our ogi---:. · ·· • . , · · . 

. ,, :i ·. 
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mon y and he lrne·w tha·t during ·tha t .time- .·tha t RA. broi~~ into 
hou es and stole money· or goods he could sell. RAY ·also 
puled stick-ups with a gun and that RAY commi~ ed burglaries 
in yhich safes were involved. . RIFE advised tha he does not 
wanr to talk about any particular job tha·t .he m. ght have been 
invplved- in with RAY •. He stated that RAY would also roll • 
dru!ks _to obtain money and would obtain money any way that · 
a t1ief coultj obtain money~ He·stated that RAY ras a roamer 
and a·ioaner and did not seem t6 have any close friends •. 

. . 

. RIFE felt that in the event that JAMES EARL RAY . 
ev~I returns to the Quincy, ·Illinois~ are~, RAY ill contact 
RIF·. -RIFE stated, however, that he has no knowledge that 
RAY has returned to Quincy since 1955 and doe~ not believe · 
RAY has retu~ned. to Quincy or he would have know something 
con erning -the return of RAY~ 

RIFE advised that he would not hide JAMES EARL RAY 
and \you1ct· immed~~ tely notify the FBI of any inf 0[1 

ma tion he 
rec,ives concerning RAY's whereabouts •. 

I 

RIFE advised that he personally knew n thing·con­
cer ing the shooting of Dr. · MARTIN LUTHER KING i Memphis, 
Ten essee and th~t he most certainly himself was not in the 
Mem his area during the period of March 27, 1968 through 
Apr 1 4, 1968. He advised that this could be ve ified 
fro' all people conne9ted with the Virgini~_Hote as -weJl 
·as ·· embers of · the Po],_;i.ce., .De par tmen t of Qtlincy; I ~linois •. 
He f!tate~ t~a~ night 'pol,1?ez:ien c_ruise by his resrauran~. 
at· ,he Virginia Hotel' pr~c~_1ca1·1y every hour of each n.1ght 
and that ~he 'night detectiy}~s a_nd also p~trolmanl 1:'ARI:Y- COLLINS· 
cou d verify -~hat he had no\ left the Quincy, Iltl1no1s, area. 

RIFE advised that he knew that JAMES E _RL RAY's uncle 
EAR RAY had 'moved to California from the Quincy, Illinois, area 
·ten to fifteen years before and ·that he·thought the uncle had 
die _with a h~art attaqk. ~e knew that somewher4 he ~ad undet­
sto d that E_ARL RAY was dead. 

. ,• 

RIFE advised that he could furnish no nforma tion · · 
con ,erning popsible- contacts of JAMES EARL RAY. 

The Harboring Statute '~as expla·ined to I RIFE by SA 
H. DAVIS. - ~-. 

··.--- -------
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RIFE advised· that he first met· ·JAMES1,-E L. RAY. around 
when apparently RAY and his family moved to Quincy,' Illinois, 
some small town in Missouri. He stated tha RAY had close 

ections in Quincy and that.during the period of time that 
ad known RAY, RAY.had ·res.idecl with. his Uncle'· EARL RAY, in 
cy and at1 the time he and RAY were ·arrested ,· n Hannibla, 
ouri,. RAY was living at the Victor Hote~ <;>n , orth Sixth 
et in Quincy,· Illinois. ~e advised that the Victor Hotel 
been· closed f'?r many year~ a.nd that he underrtands· .. the 
ator of the Victor Hotel is now deceased. . 

. . . 
' . . 

: RlFE advised that he had never heard RY mention his 
er. or talk very much concerning his relatives and RIFE 
sed that he did not know that MELBA RYAN, whp resides at 
Virginia Hotel was RAY's sister until learni g on that 
.that RAY was charged with the shooting of M . TIN LU'£HER 

RIFE advised that when he a:nd RAY were apprehended 
annibal, Missouri, they were accompanied by THERINE DORIS 
IRK. He advised that he is certain _that RAY·had never met 
IRK until thS date of their arrest in Hannib 1 and that he 
•) had picked up ~USKIRK in a tavern in Qui~ y ind took 
to Hannibal on.a date. He advised·that BUSKIRK is pre-
ly married to WILBUR CONNORS in Quincy, Illi ois. 

- '· 

RIFE stated that he remember~d.· distinctly that. BUSKIRK 
did not know.":eac,:'li other until he· introdu ect· them on the 

the three were ·arre"s·ted in Hannibal~ He -st ted that BUSKIRK 
not.actually arr~~te~-~Ut wis ~~leased and tat she had ~othing 
o with the passing of~t~e stolen·postal mane orders.· 

\. . 

. . " • 
RIFE advised that he had':·nevei' visited in the RAY 

in Quincy, Illinois, and hac:l'.~t'o· idea· as· to the_ ~ddress 
AY 's people or the numbe.r of relatives that AY had in 
cy_.. lie s.ta ted that he and RAY as a norma). t in_g'' did: .·not 
ally run around together but would cieet each Qther in 
rns at which time they Would t~lk and decif!§! .. to do some-
g together. · 

RIFE advised· that during the· period of time that. he -
known JAMES EARL RAY, RAY ~had been "a thief". He stated· 

'Would do anytnipg during that·: period of time to make 

- 100 ~ ,;, 
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The £ollowing investigation was condu ted by S~ 
NH. DAVIS: . 

On April 23, 196-8, MARY JAN RIFE, 214 ,Lind Street,· 
cy, Iilinois, adv-ised she is certain _her hu band, WALTER 
Y RIFE, has no'knowledge of the present act"vities _or 
eabouts ·of JAMES EARL RAY. 

She-stated also that MELBA MARIE RYAN, sister of 
RAY still resides at the Virginia Hotel and.~~~s almost 
all of her meals at RIFE 's restaurant in the. hotel· •. -She 
sta eel that MELBA :MARIE RYAN has. told her .on several ' 
oc~fsions d~ring the last three or fciur diys that she has 
no fnforma tion or lcriowledge of the· whereabouts of JAMES 
EAR ·RAY. . . 

. . She adv ise'd that MELBA W\RIE · RYAN has highly 
emo ional ·du~ing the past few days and. she felt this 
was clue to numerous re.porters attempting to inte view MELBt"i: 
MAR E RYAN. . 

She _advisect·_that MELBA MARIE RYAN .. is:a meinta1·case· 
. and .no.relia-nce can.be placed on any statement de by MELBA--
RYA. 

, I 

101 - - , ... 
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The following investigation was 
. I 

H. DAVIS: 
i ' 

On. April 23, 19.6-8, · WALTER TE:RRY RIFE, 
Sti et, was reinterv~ewed at his place ·of busin 
Vir ·iniri.Hotel Restaur~nt, Quincy, Illinois • 

by SA 

Lind 
the 

. . RIFE advised.that once when he was gerprinted 
his arrest on a possession of· ,stolen post · 1. money . 

rs with JAMES EARL RAY in 1955, he was· book d under . 
naiue of VERNON ELMO RIFE. · He stafed that V •RNON ELMO 
has never been an associate of JA.MES EARL ..,.,AY. and. has 

nev r been ih jail with RAY and this is the reason records. 
in ;fissouri would show RAY was arreste.d with VE NON ELMO 

. RI . instead of WALTER TERRY RIFE. 

RIFE advised. that when .. he and JAMES EA I., ·RAY were 
. pas ing the stolen money orders throughout the nited States 
.. aft r·.thejr arrest in ·uannib~li._Missouri, they claimed they· 

had.purchased these money orders from a wino nam d WILLARD 
J. C BRIDE. ' . He advised that this inf brma tion i not correct 
and, _they _did' not pur.chas.e .the n\oney orders -from ny WIL'r.ARD -

- J. IC BRIDE. . He advised that· he. has. never known a WILLARD · 
J. IC BRIDE and that ·he-and RAY obtained. the mon y,"orders. 
in dams County·, Illinois. He said that the Post Office .. · 
at ellerville, Illinois, ig located in Adams Co nty,· Illinois~ 

.~nd that he did not inteµd to admit to any bu~gl iy but that 
her RAY nor RIFE .'Pb½liined the money orders o tside. of 
s .County. · \ \.· 

• . ·1,. 

i ; . . 
RIFE advised tha~t\cfor-ing the pel'iod time that he 

and RAY were passing_ the., mon~y orders; they trav led extensively 
thr ughou t ,the. United States to towns in Florida · Ne\: Or le2..ns, 

.. Lou siana, ·st. Louis; Missouri, Kansas. City, Mis ouri, across 
the United States· to Califo_r_nia · and. pack. to the L uincy, Illinois, 
Han ibal, ·1v11ssouri, ·area, where they were arre~t d •.. He.stated 
tha_:~here was_no particular place tbat RAY seemtd f~nd of· 
dur ng that -trip more than .anywhere else a·nct_- t.na .. they tr~weled 

·:fro·· town to·town on.a spur of the moment deal ad nq plan· 
or cheme was involyetj in their. trave:1s. · · -~--- :~,:.: _______ _ 

·.,. .. ~-
·-•· 

: ";' ' 
:. I 

-.~ L ! 

' ··i . 1:02 -
,! . 
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He advised that during these iravels h and RAY did 
not contact anyon~ named COIN and did not contact anyone· to 
his knowledge, in New Orleans,· Louisi~na~ 

He advised that.they did contact a COHN in Kansas 
Cit , ~.Iissouri, and sole COHEN some of th~ rnoneytorders. 
RI•• was not certain as to the description of CO EN but thought 
tha _he. ~·1ould no"w be a~ old man. RI!i'E personall did not kl)OW 
COH"N or anything concerning his whereabouts or ctivities. 
He tated that COHEN was a man that they cpntacted in a tavern 
and sold him some of the stolen money orders.• H~ stated that 
the contact COHEN by just asking questions in t1verns as to 
who ould by money orders. -- · 

R;[FE advised that.he knew that·JA.MES ERL RAY dis­
liked Negroes- immensely; .however, he had no ide as· to the 
reason.why. He adviied ihat he had never known ny incident 
involving RAY and Negroes. 

.. 
'' 

... 

·~.,, 
··~•i· 

.•, r·. 

; 

I . .-

· .. 

. .. 
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The following.investigation was conducte by 
SA EL ON H. DAVIS at ~uincy, Illinois . 

. . WALTER, TERRY RIFE, opera tor, Virginia· Re ta ura nt, 
Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, Quincy, I linois, 

·was recontacted- on April 30, 1968, Mey 3, \968, Ma 10, 
·1968, nd May 13, :1968, .and on each date advised t at he 
could furnish no additi6nal information concerning JAMES 
EARL Y. He also advised on those· dates that de:f·'.nitely 
JAMES EARL RAY l\a:s not contacted MELB.I\ MARIE RYAN t the 
Virginia Hotel.· 

' • I 

SAMUEL EDWARD -HARPER, desk cl~rk, Virgin·a Hotel, 
534 North Second Street·, Quincy, Illinois, was rec ntacted. 

·by SA LYON IL DAVIS.on.April.25,-196.3-, April 30, 968, _· 
'May 3, 1968, and May 9-, 1968, and on each date actv·sed that 
he cold furnish no additional information conc~rn·ng 
JAMES ARL RAY. On each date, he advised that MEL A MARIE 
RYAN, AY'·s sister, still· resides at the Virginia . otel 
and that the restaurant 6f the Virgi~ia Hotel is o erated 
by WA ER TERRY RIFE. 

On May 3, 1968 and0May 9, 1968, ART CONN whbse 
wife o :vris the V:irginia · Hote 1, 534 North. Second Str et,. 
Quincy, Illinois, was recontacted on each date and a~vised 
that he had no information concerning the wlu~rea bo ts or 
activities of JAMES EAR:f:, R/21:Y not previously furnis ed. 

I :,,, \ 

. On May 9, 1968, A:RT~_CONNORS, Virginia Ho 
Quincy, Illinois, advised th?t. to. his· knowledge, _n 
phone alls have· be~n charged\fo the. Vi~ginia. Hote . thRt 
were made by MELBA MAR.IE ·RYAN. · He advised that he remembe+s 
his wife placing a call or else accepting a teleph ne call 
in April, 1967 :from his son Sergeant .ARTHUR A. CON ORS, JR. 

·who is sta tion~d in New JerseY. and was coining home to visit 
his pa ents before being ,transferred t9 Vietnam. , ONNORS 
a dvise.d that h_is son Sergeant, ARTHUR A. CONNORS, J , • w2 s 
presently at the CONNORS home, Rura 1 Route 5, Quin Ill-
inois .. · · ' · · 

. On May . 9, 1·96 8 ,· Se rgea n ~-- ARTIWR A·. 
Rural oute 5, Quincy, I,llinois; advisecl SA ELYON 
that h placed a collect" telephone~call t'o the 
Hotel from Long Branc~~·:::New Jersey on April 9, 

' 

''--104-
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advis this was of a persona 1 nature to his other 
conce ni~g his transfer-to Vietnam. 

EARL 
not r 
he ha 

r' 

· Serge,ant CONNORS ri dvised that th~. name J MES 
is completely unfamiliar to him and that ,e could 

photographs· of JAMES EARL RAY as
1 
anyon.e 

•·~ . _'~ . 
. ,• -

' ~ -~· ... ' 
. .-·- , . .,. __ , 
°} ~ . ' 
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The following investigation was· conduct d by 
SA ED ARD A. CARPEN'l'ER, at the Menard Brancp, Ill. nois 

who 
and 

· on D 
unti 
tot 
remai 
parol 
1955, 
again 
on Se 
when 
1959, 
on Fe 

Penitentiary, on April 26, 1968: 

A record was located for JOSEPH 
s FBI #821733 whose date of birth is 
o originally was received at the Men~r~~-~--------" 
ember 21, 1925, and he remained at the peni 
·July 22, 1949, when _ he was re le~se.d and was 

penitentiary on December 22, 1950, where h 
ed until, April 8, 1954, -whe.n he was release on 
and again returned to· the· penitentiary on ebruary 8, 

where he remained until April 27, 1956, whe he was 
released on parol.e and then returned to the penitentiary· 
tember 17, 1957, where he ·remained until Ma ·7, 1959, 
e was ag~in released ·on· parsole until. septem er 23, 
when he was returned· until his ultimate discharge 
ruary 23, 1965. · · 

According to penitentiary records, AUST! when 
he wa dismissed from Menard went to St~ Leonard's House 
locat d at 2100 West Warren Avenue, Chicago,· Illinois, 
and h received a final parole on discharge on Jul 11, 
1967., through the Par9le Office. located at 160 North-LaSalle, . 
Chica o, Illinois·. 

wast 
from 
retur 
used 

According to the records, AUSTIN _a.t one time, 
ansferred to the ... sta-;te penitentiary" at Joliet,· 
ugust 2, 1934, until _August 15, 1936, when h was 
ed from Menard. · Acc·orcling . to the records, A STIN -
he names JAJ.\iIES FREELEYi SHARKEY- AUSTIN and B C.l\E¥.. 

. ., ' . --~ 
. \. 

AUSTIN was origirialq received on a 25;...ye r 
sente ce for murder and a 10 to life sentence for. rmed · 
robbety from Morgan County, Illinois. According .to ·the 
recor s, AUSTI_N has a nephew _by the name of RALPH hose . 
full ame is RALPH TANNEHILL, 1432 '."'" 4th Street, M dison, 
Illinbis, a niece, Mrs. JOE _REESE, 316 North Hoosi r, . 
Brazil, Indiana; a brother, CHARLES, residing in,W verly, 
Illin is; a brother, BERT, residing in· Springfield, I-l·linois. 
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AUSTIN is descrioed as: 

Race 1Vhite 
Sex Male 

~~~ght ~,, 
Weight. 129 pounds 
Eyes Blue 
Complexion Dark 
Hair Gray. 
Ocqupation Farmer 

Has cut s·car on 
center of forehead 

A review of his correspond·ence file re lects 
•cor espondence with· Mrs •. DOROTHY SEYMOUR, at Fra klin, 
Ill nois, a sister; · · · 

ROBERT REED, a case worker ·from St~ Le-narct· 
House, 2100 Warren Avenue, Chicago, Il,inois; 

Father DOUGLAS. WOLFE, 
St. Leonards House, 

Attorney J. EDWARD JO:NES 
1432 .. West H~rrison Street, 
Chicago, 11.linqis; 

,. 
A~ ,.. o Farris. cb~pany/ Ince 
122 West Lincoln, 'A venue · 
Goshen, Indiana \,. 

. ~ -~ 

St~ Ant~ony~~ Inn :Inco 
· ·29 South LaSalle Street,­

Cb~cago, Illinois: 

· l\Ir ., GID\RD LETTMAN 
Warren· Clinic· 

~., 

2449 West Washington B_oulevard; . 
Chicago, _ Illinois . . 

. -•-;·,·, . 

... .,. I 

. ,' -..,, .. (· 
. .·-·. ~· 

~ -~ ~-::\~-~.::.~--· ·. -_. ... . ,:, 

i.' 
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Mr. and Mrs. MYRICK 
Caseyville Nursing Home 
Caseyvi1le, Illinois;. 

A. Bo ROBERTSON 
2011 Roa<l St~eet, 
~adison; Illinois 

Waukegan Rescue ·Mission 
Waukegan, Illinois .· 

I' 1· 

. ' 

,'I 

Friend . WILLIE :MAE MORGAN· 
Waverly, Illinois~ · 

MYRTLE COOK 
Acme Hotel· ... 
St. Louis, Missouri:" 

Cousi,ri GERTRUDE 1VALLING 
904 Lind Street, 
Quinci, Ill~nois 

No other information of . .value noted in file. 
for. USTINo 

- -..... 
i ---.. ---- i,, . 

. \ \,:.,_ 
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. On May 9, 1968, AUSTIN's brother,. CHARLE , wa.s. 
locat d and•interviewed at Waverly, Illinois and a,vised he· 
wt:,s i · receipt 'of a letter, dated May 7; ~968, fro+ AUSTIN 
w1.th return address of 2023 Warren Boulevard, Ch;:i.cago,: · 
Illinois. CHARLES AUSTIN was not sure if his brother 
was e,ployed or not. 

1 CHARLES AUSTIN was interviewed re subjec RAY ~nd 
shown·photographs of RAY but advised he was not ac uainted 
with he subject nor had he ever heard his brother mention 
the sbject. 

' . - ,,.. -· ··-· 
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The :following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYO D. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois, on May 10, 1968: 

GERTRUDE WALLING~ 1120 College Street,. uincy, 
Illi ois, advised that she formerly resided at-904 Lind 

· Stre t, Quincy, I1lino'is. She advised. ~~at when she 
live on Lind St.reet she occas-ionally rented roon s in 
her ome a.nd sometime around l,956 she .rented· a room .. to 
JOSE II ELMER AUSTIN. She advised ·that she remembered 
AUST N'S date o:f birth to be 1898 inasmuch as her year 
of birth ,vas the sanie and that was the only person 

. she lad ever I.ived in a house with who was born t 1e 
same year as- her. She stated that AUSTIN when he came 
to Q1incy, Illinois, came to Quincy through some 
cont;ct with a Ca thol.ic priest in either Quincy o 
Chic gog She advised that AUSTIN had been in the 
Illi ois State Penitentiary and came to Quincy in 
effo!t to obta~n a job and that apparently-this ti 
Ca th lie priest had obtained . ."1JSTIN a job in Quine 
Howe er, AUSTIN 1ived at her home less than one m 
'when he left and ·she heard shortly thereafter tha, 
had een arrested and .was returned to prison •. · She stated 
that she could not, remember the name of the toi.vn in which 
hews arrested and hid•npt seen AUSTIN si~ce- 195 She 
stat d as far as she kne\'i'AUSTIN did not have any relatives. 
or a socia tes in Quincy, )l~inois, and .. tha,.t A_USTI was ·not·· 
reia ed to her. He simply Lived in,her home for. perio~ 
of 1 ss than one month, and "'tha t vms as. a border •. · 

and 
RAY' 

· ·was 
. Quin 

. ·\ 

She advised that she did no~ know JAMES 
ad never known A"USTIN to speak conc-erning R1\ 

~rue name or known aliases:;;· 
~ ~' . 

RAY.-· 
under 

\ . ~.~ 

She stated that she is ·certain . JOSEPH E r.iER A UST IN 
ot a Quincy resident and that he .knew noth:i,n. -concerning . 
y at the time :he moved to Quincy.. · 

·. ·· · ··Pb.otograplis of .JAMES EARL.· Rlff' \veref exh.·:1.;<P.:LI.ea.:-~:--1 
. ·--··uERT ·UDE WALLING and she advised' ... that she h~\RftL-, 

. this individµa1 befo~e:. - -~·- · ·· ···· . •· -······ 
·. ") 

.,;,' .1:' 
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On.May 10, 1968, ELIZABETH ROTH, Cred·t Bureau 
of uincy, Inc., 528 North Fifth Stteet, advise that her 
fil contains very little ·information concernin° JOSEPH 
ELM R AUSTIN other than a newspaper clipping which showed . · tha:t. JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, age 59; had been ar~(;:!sted on 
Aug. st 4, . 19 57, .in Robertson County, .·Tennessee, i th 
JOH4 GEWIN SCROGGINS, age 38, and a DORRIS CALVI:i MEACHAM 
of Elkton, Kentucky. The three .had been arr~ste for the 
al1!

1 

ged kidnappin. g o.f a Gtitbr:1~, Kentuc;k;y.·, motel Clerk- . 
and'had allegedly taken. him across the state lin into 
Rob rtson County, Tennessee, where they robbed h·m of 
$13$.oo and set him free. The trio was stopped ·or 
spefding near Ashland City, Tennessee, and the·$ 39.00 
believed stolen from the Guthrie, Kentucky, mote clerk 
was. I found s·ca ttered along the hig~way near the s!ene of 
·arrJst. . · 

J · AUSTIN was then committed to the Centr 1 State 
Hos~ital in Nashville, Tennessee, after Govermne t 
attjrneys said they believed he might not be men·ally 
cap ble of advis~ng with. council. 

' ' 

. The article showed that AUSTIN came to Quincy, 
111·nois, in April, 1956, and previous to that h, had 
bee sent back to .. prison three times for y~ola ti J:1. of. 
par le and had·spent·three· months in a tuberculo is 

. ~an· tarium in JacksonVi 11.e'l· Il~ inois. 
' ' ·, ·:; ': .,. ' ' ' 

.... 

·:, 

:. ~-· - 112 --~-. ·. :i ·.·•···· .... __ ... · ........ ____ ~--
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: ' C. ' MILTON DEAN ''B.UCKY" BATO ELDER 

. ·, 
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On April 25, 1968, investigation at 
Illi ': ois, revealed MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER,,--------,-.~~~~~-~ 
as B cky, FBI #548 312 B, white male, dob 
at Q incy, Illinois, was the individual to"------=w~o=m~a~~~~a=-"1, 
MissJuri, policeman sol_d a car from RAY and forw~ e 
p~oc1eds to. Checks at_Menard State Prison, Mena , 
Illi ois revealed BATCHELDER was transferred to. J iet 
Bran y, Illinois State Penitentiary on September , 1966. 

11,4 -·· 

• •
0
r, I 

• ' '. ! 
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A review _of the Springfield ·files rega·rdtng PAUL 
ALVIN LAIL, JR.- reflected him as subject of a 1963 Unlawful 
Fligh to Avoid Confinement case, in which he was ,escribed 
as .fo lows: · 

Name 

FBI# 
Race 
Sex ' 
Nationality 
DOB 
POB 
Height 
we·ight 
Hair 
Blue 
Occypation 

Social Security# 
Teeth 
Scars 

PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR ·, _Aka 
_Paul A_lyin _Lail, Jr. 
Paul Lail, Jr. · . 
Paul Arthur Carter 
754 483 A 
White 
Male 
American 
I I 
·Marion, North Caroli a 
6' 5" 
·170 pounds 
Red 
Eyes 
Sign painter 
electrician 
truck driver. 

d . . 
ra 10 rena,f man 

I -

No upper 
Scar on left· knee 
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E., HILLIARD ALLEN SANDERS 

:.:..r, .;- , • 
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.. -------------..... -~~------
. _ .- - .. OJ.j_ }i::-l,""76 8,. SA 's FR.~NK E •. CORN, SR.• , a~ctii°cm~ltT C. 
· HAINES, int.erviewed HILLIARµ ALLEN SANDERS, at· 37 Ea:st 
•Ac _on Street, Wood River, Illinois. 

SANDERS stated that he was incarcerat din tbe 
Missouri Sta,te Penitent.iary,·_ Jefferson City, Mi s_ouri; 
ob 1-20-52, upon conviction of an aimed robbery chaige 
at St. Joseph, Missouii. He said he was ·r~leas don 
parole on 9-J.-6-ll. · 

SANDERS advise¢! that he never became cquainted 
wi h or had knowledge of JA1-fr~S EARL .RAY during ... he time ho 
was incarcerated in the .Missouri State Penitentt,ary. He 
sa·d that wh~le he was in the penitentiary, he .forked at 
several trades ·and that_ the last two jobs he .p.af in the_· 
pe _ i tentiary· had to do with the sewing -machine i1echanical 
se tion and that the last job .he had was a hall ender from 
·19 3 to 1964. 

I 

SANDERS said that upon parole he went to Gadsden, -
Al bama, where he lived and worked for approxim te·ly. 18 months; 
th~t he then.went tQ .. C~~1clen, South Carolin·a, wh~re. he whs _ 
em loyed by the.firm· of E. I. DUPQNT for 9 months. SA~TIERS 
sa." d that he ~hen ca~e \foJ\f ~o~ ·River 1 . Illino.is I I. where ·_he . 
ha been working on const~uctton at the Shell Oil Company 
Pl nt in Wood River. He stiid that _he arrived i

1 Wood River 
·1n 7-67 and has resided in~ood Rive~ since tha time. 

. . . · SANDERS conclt1ded by sta ting:.-.tha t whe 
pu· l·ici ty was released. con.cerning the· :iden_tif ic 
JA~; ·, S EARL RAY, he viewed photogranhs appearing 
~i ion and ~n the news'medi~ and· d~termined tha 
ne ·er known RAY while both were at the Missouri 
pe i tentiary. · · · 

·na-tiona_l 
tion of. · 
o.n tc le?_..:. 

he had 
State 

... ---··•-····--•-·------C... -~..:.........:~--'---+-~-~---------------'-"-~ 

118 ... 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44 561 

F. "WILBUR CONNORS 
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On 4/20/68 \ilILBUR CONNORS, aka MANNY CONNORS, 
8 5 South ~ift~ Stre~t, Quincy, Illinois, Was tnterview~d 
b 1.',.SA.C DONALD T. SULLIVAN and SA ELYON H. PAV[S and . 
f rnished the following information: : · 

. On that date·was the first ·he had le rned of his 
v, fe, KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, had been arrestra·wi·th 

*
llTER RIFE and JN--IES EARL Rl~Y in Hannibal, Mirsouri, in . 

1 55. He advised. that he had never heard his ··life mention 
J MES EARL. RAY and is quite certain -that she d" d not know 

Y or have much of any contact.with him. He ointed out in 
1 55 his wife was only seventeen years of age nd that she 
did not have-a criminal record and for this re son he did 

_nf! believe she had been involved with RAY and RIFE in any 
c ime. 

WILBUR CONNORS -advised that his sist r-in-.law, 
L URA. CONNORS, owns the Virginia Hotel, 5 34 1jo th Second 
S reet, Quincy, Illinois. CONNORS advised that he is in 
tis hotel on almost a daily basis and can st te that 
W LTER RIF'.E was certainly working each day·at :the restaurant 
ad the Virginia Hotel from the period.3/27/68 through.· 
4

(

416 8

• . CONN~mi a:v~~;;d that he Pernorially oes: nOt· know 
JjAMES EARL RAY and does n9t ·haverany informat"on concerning 

ll\.y' s activities or whereabouts. · ·. - · . . . · . 

On 4/20/6 8 LAURA CONNORS, ,owner,· Vi g1n1.a Hotel, 
534, _North Second Street, Qu_ incy, I.l.linois, was interviewed}, 

- y SA ELYON. H. DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T. SULLIVAN an_d · - . 
ur.nished ~he foliowing inl?rmatio4. . . : ·_ .. _ · _______ ... 

~ ~~ ---·-~ . ? . . 

· _.;. 120 
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Arbund 2/t/68 she had le~sed. the res au~~nt in 
t e Virginia Hotel.to WALTER TERRY RIFE. She fdvised 

.s·nce that date the re~taurant has been operated by RIFE· 
. . . h I a d that RIFE has been working in t e ;r-estaiir.a111t ~very· day. 

S e advised that RIFE' s wife, JAN RIFE,· gave birth· to a 
b 'by in late 2/6 8 and for this reasori WALTER RIFE h·ad \vorked 
f~om a~proxirnately 7:00 e~~h morning until 11:~0.at ni~ht 

. o era ting the. restau7ant._ She ~tated that certainly WALTER 
R1FE ·was working du;-ing the period 3/27/68 until 4/4/68. · 

: phe advised that she does not. know JL11ES El\.RL RAY, 
F I No. 306.443A, and after viewing five dif.fer~nt pho_ tographs 
o; RAY. advised that this is not an individual tho she has 
e er known. She stated that MELBA MARIE RY.AN. floes live at 
t e Virginia .Hot~l and .. that- sh~ Jl.'1-_<l. learned onl t}:1e pr~yious 
n-tght that MELBA HARIE RYAN was a sister to JAi-1ES EARL RAY~ . s,e stated, however, in her conversations wi th[MELBA BARIE • -
RJAN, MELBA MARIE· RYAN had denied any knowle<lg- of the . 
w~ereabouts of RAY and she does not believe th t RAY has 
c,ntacted ~he sister since.his escape from the Missouri State 
P nitentiary. · · 

On 4/20/68 ARTHUR CONNORS advised th the is the 
h_' sband of LAURA CONNORS, owner of the Virgi_11i Hotel,· 

. 5, 4 North Second Stree'):, Quincy, Illinois. A.R HUR CONNORS 

.. a vised that he can verify that WAL'l'ER RIFE .was working_. 
the restaurant•in the Virginia Hotel during the.period.· 
3/27/68 _through 4/4/68. 

ARTHUR CONNORS also ~iewed photog _phs of 
J ~-IBs EARL RAY, FBI #306443A •. CONNORS adyise =i that ·th.:i_s 
i 1 dividual was comp1etely unknown to him and lias never 
sen him at the Virgint~ Hotel. -., . 

... 
"\ 

\ • 
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G.· KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK C NNORS 

.. _,. 
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. . . 
On 4/20/68 KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK presently 

· ,arried to WILBUR CONNORS and resiqing 825. S uth Fifth 
Street, Quincy,. Illinois, was intervie·wed by ·AsAC · 
DONALD T ~ SULLIVl\N and SA DAVIS; 

' . 

. She advised that.she had never met JAMES-EARL 
RAY, FBI #306443A.,- until one night during 19 5 when HALTER 
RIFE·, an acquaintance of her, approached her ~n a tavern 
in Quincy, I~linois! and ~sked ~er ~f she wa~ted ~o go with 
RIFE t:o Harnubal, Hi:ssoun.·. While in the aut.o:mobile·, · she 
-ias introduced to ~JNIES. EARL RAY and after alt.rival in .. . '. 
Hannibal, Missouri, WALTER .RIFE -am1 JAMES EA L RAY. were 

. ~rrestea· concerning ~ome postal money orders t~at had been 
stolen. She advised that she had never seen RAY before 
that date and has never seen him since. She stated that she 

ad no information c,oncerning the t.,;.hereabout of, Rl\.Y or 
any information concerning_the background of.RAY. 

- ' 4 • • • • • • • • : • 

·. She advisee!. tha·t' her .·husband·· did n t 'know ·RAY·· and 
ad never heard of her being arrested with 1Y and RIFE in 

Iannibal, Hissouri ~ · 

·She. adv.:f.sef that· she is· acquainted• ~Ti t:h :-iELB.!\. i-l.;"\RIE 
Yru~ since MELBA· M ... '1\RIE,- RYAN resides at the ·v· rgini.a Hotel · 
tit that she did not kn;w that~ .this was a si ter of· JA:-tES ·. 
ARL RAY · : ~ \. . - - · . ~ 

' . "Jl) -~ • 

She advised that she would f"urhish any,information 
f value that she might learn to .the FBI con erning· ?J\Y or. 

the RA.¥ and· RYAN· family; -however, she had no 1e to furnish· 
t . the pri=sen t ttme ~ · , .. 
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The fol°lowing investigation was conducted .by SA 

ELY N H. DAVIS: 

CON 
tha 
lie 
FBI 
a11y 

On April 24, 19.68, . ART_ CONNORS, whose life LAURA 
ORS, owns the Virginia Hotel in Quinc"y, Illi ois, advised 

he had received no information concerning J MES EARL ~AY •. 
dvised t~at ~e intends to cooper~te iri every way with .the 
in th;i.s matter and will immediately advise t e FBI of 
hing con6erning RAY's wher~abouts.· 

He .advi~ed that RAY.'s s~ster, r,I~LBA MAf.IE RYAN, has 
ed numerous times she has no information as ~o RAY's where­
.ts. He advised that KATHERINE BUSKIRK, now rarried to 

C0.1. OltS' brother, WILBU:H CONNORS, known as MANNY CONNORS, 
. has told him. that she knew nothing concerning RA other . 
· tha she was a·rrested wi t11 RAY and WALTER RIFE al Hannibal, 

Mis ouri, in 1955. Inasmuch as she was not invo ved and 
kne,;' nothing concerning the passing of the stole money 
ord rs, she was released on the same day of the rrest 
and no charges pressed against her. ·i 

CONNORS advised .he .is certain in his O\ n--mind 
that neither MELBA ~!ARIE RYAN or WALTER TERRY RI E has 

. any_ inf·orma·tion -concerning··the whereabouts of RA • · · 

·,: ., 
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The following investigation was conduct d at 

the Jffenard Branch, . Illinois State Penitentiary, · o 
April 26, 1968: 

· On April 26, 1968, MAX FRYE, Warden, Me ard 
Bran; h, Illinois Sta~e Peni.tentia:ry, advised that one 
of t}e inmates by the name of JOSEPH ADAMS, _who works 
in t1?-e Office ,rs Mess at the Penitentiary, indica 1 ed_ 

. to h_:f-m recently that he· was acquainted with JAMES EARL 
RAY ir-aving.been with him at the Missouri State Pe itentiary 
in Jlfferson City, Missouri. . : 

, Warden FRYE stated that he did ion 
him oncerning his contacts·or knowledge of RAY b t 
thoulhi it might be of value to interview him. · 

· :: . On April 26, 1968, JOSEPH ADAMS, also , own as 
Shor•y, who h~s Menard #11745 was interviewed at fhe · 
p. enit•entiary and advised _after viewing a photograrh o.f. RAY . 
that.he was acquainted wit.h RAY when RAY was at tte Miss:uri 
Stat Penitentiary. · · . · 

I , 
i • ' 

ADAMS advised that he left the-penitenttary 
for Ji enard last .October.,. 1967, and that . when he git there, 
RAY as already there. . 

1 ADAMS_ advised ·that his only knowledge o{ RAY . 

in 
was working and _he assumed that RAY .apparen .ly worked 

e prison kitchen.-> · r • - . 

hat RAY brought food over to the hospital wh1re. 

. . . " .. ·,.~ . . . . . . 

ADAMS advised· that:·he neve! talked dire(ftly to RAY .. 
. at a y time nor did he ever •observe him with any , ther inmates. 
He d scribed R,AY as a very quiet individual and-tis is 
a11: he information he had concerning him. 

126 , .. 
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Deceascid, father 
mothe1· died -1051 

. _134334 

died 1031:' . . . . . ., 

Cook :i:nd b~~e1·. 
SmokeG, chEfws to mcco, and 

·c1rinl.-s.heavily 

':rnG .file roveulctl :th.nt G..4.WnOH vms· m.:-iginally r.Q~~ivetl 
liet, Ill-iuois, Pen5.-~cu-i:t~ry on Nm;ember 2, iS31:?:,. 1.rn<ler 
nee. of one -to. life for bu~gh1.l"Y~ Gli.in.lCN' recJ::•ivo<l },~on~rd 
h, Illinois L)tate Pcnitentir-.ry en July 25, .1f5D, fror:1 · 
County, I11inoi~:;, nn a p~role violn.to:t"_~ GAWl1◊1J p;:n•olod 

1,:anard on 1.!arclr 21, 1959, to Veto:;;~ans Adm.ini~tratJon Hospital, 

--- -·~ ·-.. -.. 
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j· 
I. 
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St. Louis, Mit:Jsouri 

t-Ii.~s c.; ... , ~-o:r __ ., J~,,.,, ~:r,7 P · 1 "'"'"C"l-" ci,o,,~,.,' S1 ~! '?'_-,:~~. • ; •.:;r.7 :r· :,,"".;)Dr,'•:'I _ .,.., ~ ...... :_!.·;:.r~ .... 1...:.t ... \,, -<1.- ..._. · .... ~.,_. 'El.,.., ........,_ ~..... ....... c .. .:t.,\.,.,,.... ~ .:!1.J.. ~ -=L,., 
a -~ ..... 1 ... ..-..-1 lC\1 ~ T{·lc!-~o~~u ~.,..,~r..c·'- <~J- J c·• ii S 'U~ ~,:;- ... ,uri' L~ ..-.... _..-~.:.-,..,., v-cJ J.-A~ .... :. ... .:, ....; ,__-'~ ...,,_;.... L,,. 2.." t., • .J -~- J ..... -.;.:),.;>U ,. 

d •., •·~•-1'T -·~.,.,_-.. ,-,·r, l,.,~.., - f: ., ., .. J s··t ·r • an 1u_t1..,~ .. t· l:·.t;,~•N;;.'H:;, 1 tJ.~ i,t1:.;ayoc,:-e ,.vonl!e, · ....... ouis, 
Missouri. 

Qi~estionrm:iroa · wore fillecl • out b:.:cthe 1""ollowing 
indi" ic1un1s: 

Dnte cf- questionrrn.ir not shmvn on file LUCTT.,LJ~ 
?JARY RYAH' ( f1.,iend)., ~:1ho l:ists an addre:.·s o:f ?Oll 
Washj.n_xton (date not shown) and" 521 Yo.~ir, Qui.n~y.: 
Illinois, :i:"n _Ju-ly, 1S67. . . . 

• • ~. 'v:11 • 

CAROL J\1~r1 M.AE};U ,·(•.Second cpusiJ:1) ,· l~tei• sho~;m as 
CAROL ANN PKPJ'>:~m,\,~~aa Henr.y, St~ LouiT, ~iiSZDT.1.1.? 

ALBERT TIE?my -PEPPER (fri~ncl), 1015 All· n,· St. Louis, 
Missouri 

'·Also includ:ncl in th~ :file wore 3 l'e-cl --ssificnt.ion 
.re:poits elated June. 10, 1~40; Decembqr 2, 1£161; r.rn. ·septot:ilier 2, 
· whicl would bo o.f ,pertinent background value.-
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On May 9, 1968, BERNICE DUCKAN·anq ELIZA ETH ZIMMERMAN, 
owner of the Jewel Lounge, 106 (rear) - 5th Stree~, Peoria, 
Illin is, advised that they have owned that tavern for 
a-ppro ,imately one year. Bot.h are from the State o California . 
and t ey advised that the Jewel Lounge· was formerl known as the 
m· & n Tavern and· --that · the tavern is· still commo~11y· referred to 
as th "Old M & N". They advised that the former· avern 
owner (1959) called "Rusty"was unknown to them and.they could 
f-urnis no information concerning.her identity or hereabouts. 

· On May 10, 1968, .LARRY ENNIGER, 1800 Nor. 
Knoxville, Peoria, Illinois, former tavern opera to,, ·ad-used 
that' usty" was widely known,in the Peoria,·Illin is a-rea 
inasmu h as during the 1950s she met tended bar at t o or three 
differ nt establishments. 

On May 13, 1968, BETTY MEYERS, owner of he 
Beer B rrel Tavern, suggested "Rusty" whose name s~'e did not· 
know y be employed at the Piere Marquette Hotel· ··n · · 
Peoria, Illinois. . · . 

, On th·e same date,' PHIL BUSSMAN,: Sales Re~ esentative, 
Piere arquette Hotel, identified "Rusy" as Mrs. RA M.-
TYLER, also known as MELVINA TYLER, 408 Bryan Street, 
Peoria Illinois and 213 Franklin Stre~t, Bartonville, Illinois. 
He adv· sed she has been-. employed as . wai-tress · in·- the· lounge 
of the, hotel for the p3:st 6 years. 

~· ..:r 

' 
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f'0-302 (Ro•- 4-15- 4) 

I 

FEDErt~L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ,, 

Dcite, __ .llif"',..,,___,1~64·i-,· ,-"· l,h.:,!._9~6~8 __ _ 
I• ,.. 

' . 

· · : . . MELVINA T.Y_LER', . also known .as· "Rusty", ·and '.'Mrs. Ray 
M. i yler, 213 Franklin·street, Bartonville,· Illinois, was 
int· rviewed at her· residence regarding· her knowledge or any 
pripr association with JAMES EARL RAY, FBI # 40 94.2 G. She 
vieted photographs of RAY.and advised that this individual is 
unkt' ow~ t~ her a~d th,a~ she. could furnish . abso.lutely no in-
for at1on regarding tlns man .... •· . . . . . • . · ... · . - .. · ... · 

. ·., ' . . '· . . . .. 
• She advised that she was the owner on· record, and 

ope: ated the M & N Tavern, 106 (rear) :..5th 'Street, Peoria, . · 
Ill~noi~, during 1958 and 1959 .. She said she purchased the 
tav rn from l\HLLIE and MAC B'URDIN who now operate the_ "Galley" 
ab sement night club at the Hotel Jefferson, Proria, Illinois. 
Shej said prior to 1958, she had operated bars at the Beer .. 
Bar el, 1034 Northeast Adams Street, Peoria, Illinois, and · 
·a1s the Pour House, 800 North Main Street, Peoria, Illinois .. 
She; advised she was born in Norfolk~ Virginia~ and came .to 
Peo ia, Illinois, at the age of. 16. She ad.vised that she 
mar ied · SM.I ALLEN. in :early 1950 and sh'e and ALLE had had 
bus· ness interests in the abov;e taverns· between 195.3 and 
195 . 

_ She stated-she divorced ALLEN In· 
RAY, M. TYLER, a brick layer by· trade, in 1960. - · 
she:· is the mother df two chi1dten, ages 7 and 8. 
she: has been steadily.employed.as a waitress at 
Mar ue·tte Hotel, Peoria, Illinois, for t}?e past 

.married 
he advised 

She stated 
he Piere. 

She w:as adviiied ·'.that it had been: r'2porte that she 
· .. may'. have associated ·sbc.f;::i;11y .with RAY and that .. s e had been 

ter, ed "a girl friend ·of· RAY" ·about .1959. She stated· that 
due' to her association wit"h-,, 'the -general public f r thy past 
sev ral years as a wait~essj she had become widely known in 
the: l!eoria, Illinois area' due to her natural. red hair, how- . 
eve_ ~ she advised that. in many instances she would. not know 
or ecall customers who may .. have remembered her· y name. She 

.... adv,•-sed -sn-'e. is positive t.hat: .. ·she· ~as; never known RAY socia-lly 
· ·and .has- never corresponded w:i._th him. She advise tba.t she · 

would· immediately notify the FBI .should any info mat ion con.:. 
,I • . 

by. _ ___,..._._~..u..:....u..i ........ ..___.::.....__._...1....1.~LU.L~--__;_--..s1o~~- Date dlctated-+___::5:.!/;_,;l=-S=.c..c/G.::.·..,:;s ____ __ 
lhls d r concluslons of the ,FBI. II ·.I~ the proOA.rty· of the nd ls loaned lo your o~ency; • 
■ and,I QC1Anru . ' .. ·'. ·::'•.·,._ ;,; ~-·, '. •' ·- . . 
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riing this individual come to her attention. 
~ 

The following physical description was .obtained 
m observation and interview and comments made by Mrs. 
ER: 

Name: 
Aliases: 

Address: 

Sex: 
Race:· 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 
Complexion: 
Marital Status: 
•Husband: 
·occupation: 
Previous address~s: 

Telephone nt-tvibe,i;: 
·, 

Occupation:· 

MELVINA YLEH. 
''RUSTY" 
Mrs.. RA M • TYLER 
213 Franrlin Street 
Bartonville, Illinois 
F_er.iale 
White 
40 
5'5" 
130 lbs. 
Red (shoulder length) 

· -,Fair, freckled 
· · Married , (1960) · 

. . ·' 

RAY M. T LER 
Brick l~ er 
408 Brya S~rect 
Peoria, Illinois 
Uniisted,·· · 
697-0122: 

·Waitress . 
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The following investigation was conduced by 
SA OY LEE WILKERSON, JR. at S~ringfield, Illin~·s: 

. ti 
On May lq; 1968, WILLIAM KSFFMAN, Divi ion of 

Sup rvision of Paroles, 103 National Guard Armor Building, 
Springfield, Iliinois, advised ·that his office h s a file 
concerning JAMES LAOMA OWENS and OWENS has been ·· ncarcera ted 
at the State Prison in.Menard, Illinois, and the' l\j.issouri 
St~ te· Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri. · K tFFMAN 
adv sed that JAr.Z S OWENS has a prison registory umber 
for the State Prison of Menard, Illinois, 1 being ,0208. 
OWES' registory number for Missouri State Penit ntiary 
at efferson- City, Missouri, ·is 69846. · K~t.1.Fi\'!AN ~dvised 
tha. the only description .tha t he has in his f i 1 1 is as 
foliows: 

NAME: 
RACE: 
SEX: 
FBI NUMBER: 
AGE: 
HEIGHT: 
WEIGHT: 
HAIR: 

' ·s.. EYES.: ;;_.- .;I 

COMPLEXION:· , .. 
OCCQ1?.ATION: · .. \ ·;1- :.,.. 

JAMES LAOMA OWENS 
White 
Male 
1-397-707 
27 on March 12,· 1 47 
·5 I 2½11 
129 
Charcoal medium ' 
Dark alack 
Fair 

·clerk 
CHARACTERISTICS:~ i~ . Top of head bald. ·, "- . ·" . 

OWENS was incarcerated at the Illinois State 
Pen·tentiary, Menard:B.ranch, .Menard, Illinois, h ving 
num er 20208; received from St. ·c1air County, Illinoi-s, 
Mar h 12, 1947, on the crim~·of .robb~ry; ... . , . . 1· ·.. V . . 

JIDUFFMAN advised that the moi:;t curre.nt ddress 
. his fil~~ reveal is an addr~ss· of 3904 Folsom Avenue, 

St.,Louis, Missouri, and this addr~ss was current as of 
:At~ st 15, 1965, as _a· communication sent to OWE.. s· on this 

. dat was not returned. -rAtFFMAN .. ~ta.ted that -On Augt1st 15, 
· 196, OWENS was issued·a Certificate of Restoration of the 
: . Rig_hts of Citizenship. K/{JFFMAN stated that. JA~r:' ::t:·· =-::11'/~,rl.Q.. ____ _, 
· was, discharged on Juqs 27 ~ 1965, · at th·e expi:r.a,·t~~~~E,?:f---hiyJi':oEXrn ___ . ·_ , 
sen ence from the Sza:te Prison, Menard B~~-~~-~-'- J~-~~sl#ZFILED~,.-"J/ . • 

~.·. ·.· .. . . . . . - .... --··-:···- - . .----- -----
:: .. ' ,;. 

,' 
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Illi ois. K?.J"FMAN advised tp.a t -he has not had an 
comi nication ot correspondence with OWENS •since 
1965. 

further 
ugust- 15, 

KA.lFFMAN·stated that any additional info mation 
needed· ccincernirig OWENS could-be obtained from th Missouri 
State Penitentiary at Jefferson ci·ty, Missouri, o the 
S:ta t~ Pen-i tentiary of Menard, -Illinois, and this · nforma tion 
at the penitenfiaries- would be more current then - he 
infor ation th~t he has, especially information c ncerning 

_ J descr · ption an·d background information. ___________ [ 
_# __________ • ~- ·-· • ,•··- ···-···· ·--••·•-·----------- ••••• ,.. --------· .·- •• - •• ___ ••• __ _ 

.. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 4 .;.561 

L. ANDREW WILSON" "BLACKIE" DE CORE 

(' 

J 

137 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1 

Menard Prisori records reflect on May 17 
W WILSON DE CORE, •also known as' De Cora and 
re, Menard #23415 .rece.ived Menard. Prison, Ju 
transfer from Joliet, Illinois prison to ser 
nee of 1 to 20 years for robbery. 

1968, 
lackie 
e 15, 1953, 
e a 

DE CORE· was ·paroled June 15, 1959 to Re. JAMES 
WINE GAR, St. Louis Rescue Mission, St. Louis, Mj"ssouri, 
and · as return'3d as a parole viola tor to Me11ard, uly 19, 
1960. He was paroled January 15, 1965 to Baptist Rescue 
Miss·on, Collinsville,Avenue, East st. Louis, Ill"nois. 
He was returned to Menard as parole violator, May 28,1965. 
He was d'ischarged upon expiration of sentence, 
Dece ber 20, 1966. Upon discharge, he expressed ·ntention 
of g ing to his sister's residence, Mrs. YALANDA I CASOLA 
and, er husband, VINCENT, 37555 Gl?nmore Drive, F ~emont, 
California. Other friends and relatives· containe · in 
pris n records are as ~allows: 

Brother 

ANTHONY DE CORE 
713 South Claremont, 
Chicago, Illinois or 
1938 North 70th 
Melrose Park, Illinois; 

...:.r. .; t 

.Sister ~·-
. \ ·,!:C:.,__ 

Mrs • MARTFµ\ BUTTITTO, · 
husband - BENNIE \ 
9241 North Maple Court, 
Morton G1:ove ,· Illinois; 

.,f..._ 

~ister 

· NANCY COSENTINO 
502 East Memorial 
ijensonville, ·Illinois; 
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Niece 

Mrs. GEORGE ~OGERS 
2020 North Le Clare 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Cousin 

PAT COLLESE 
1641 No·rth Latrobe, 
Chicago, Illinois 

Fia11:ce . 

. Miss -HELEN HARE 
·so20 west-Madison, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Brothers 

HARRY DE CORE and :NICK DE CORE 
addresses unknown 

Friend 

Miss MARY SAWYER 
City Hospital Number 1 
1515 Lafayette Street 
St. Len is, Mi'ssouri • . - ...._~ •. r 

'. 
/ \ ,;, 

~ ... _ 
,' 
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· • The following investigation. was conducte by SA 
EDWA R A • CARPENTER : 

At East St. L6uis, Illinbis 

On !\'fay 22-, 1968, Reverend DP, VID BLISS., P s tor of. the 
Bapti t Rescue Mission, located in East St. Louis, I Illinois, 
was c ntacted and adv1sed that ANDREw·.-v/ILSON DE CORE is unknown 
to hid, and according to his recor~s, he could no~ identify. 
him il· the East St. Louis, Illinois area .and could. not ·identi. fy 
him a having given any_service at the Rescue Miss on • 

. ' 
Reverend BLISS advised that in the event that DE CORE 

shoul contact the mission, that !:he would make th s fact known 
to th FBI. 

- 14 0-, ... 
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V. - INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS STATE PEN! NTIARY 
PONTIAC BRANCH 

••. '\ \,:.,__. 
...,, 

·-

14].__ -
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A. RECORDS RE JAMES. EARL RAY 
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STOW E; SYMON, Supervising Soc.iologist, · Illinois 
State Penitentiary, Pon.tiac, Illinois on· April 25, 1968, advised 
his f"le contains little information concerning Y who was 
a mod 1 prisoner while incarcerated Pontiac, ·July 7, 1952 

.until discharged March, 12, 1954. He stated RAY w s confined 
.on a barge of robbery under Criminal Court, Cook County, Illinois 
case 2-1155 which sets forth in statement of fac .s subject at -
time . f arrest, in Chi'c'ago, Illinois was wounded · n both 
arms y police bullets. No inf.orma tion was loca t d at 
Ponti c describing wounds or location. of scars. ubject 
RAY a Pontiac assigned Honor Farm, August 12, 19J2 until 
disch rge. This is dormitory type housing rather than 
cell! ype. Subject ,was assigned to the kitchen a a cook and 
also n offic_~rs quarters det~il.. ., 

· The following inmates were identif i.ed a are set 
with their last known addresses furnished t e pr iso_n 
ir time of release: 

LEE MILLER 
Pontiac Number 19200 
6538 North Talman Street 
3542 SouthPort 
Chicago, Illinois; 

EDJVARD PAUL RIVERA, 
Pontlac N~mber 19294 
515 West 63rd Street,· 
Chicago, Illinois;"'~·· 

If' \~ . 

GUS M,ARZAHN \. 
Pont:j.a_c Number_ 19095. 
1620 West Nelson s·treet, · 
Chicago, Illinois; · 

CHARLES REED . \_ '.\: · 
Pont,iac Number 18492 , 
2286 Street 
Madison, Illinois 

/ 

and 

143. --

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




