. On May 17, 1968, Mr., WOODROW THOMPSON, Paits
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc.,
Interwational Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor,
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washlngton Street, _
Bloomington, Illinois, advised- that there has never been
a WILLIAM A, MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL

. with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois,

‘He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in

‘the Bloomington, Illinois area, -THOMPSON.further advised that

the closest representatlve for the International Harvester

Company is L, C, BARNETT, District Manager, International

Harvesiter Company, 505-Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois. .
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; |[Police Department,
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office, -
Bloomington, negatlve. - A search of clty directory |and telephone
directiory failed reveal'any llst1ng for WILLIAM A, [MARSHALL

or s1m11ar1ty. . .

Also on May 17 1968 Mr. LJ Cy BARNETT,‘
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, 1111n01s ‘advised that his office covers the
Northern 60 counties for the State of 1111n01s whi¢h includes
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the |name
WILLIAM A, MARSHALIL as being an employee of his or |as being
e franaise dealer in his district. BARNETIT further advised -
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district :
to the State of California., BARNETT stated that any further

. checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H o

. Home Qffices, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, I1linoiS,., .. ...
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A ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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e it © :
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nutually agreeable time and place during: which we cduld interview
her husband concerning this matter. '
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appeared in "Life' magazine and the Governor of 'L
placed a stop to the entire operation.

: Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in
contact with her daily but declines to furnish in
"as to his location over the telephoneé, as he is v
Mrs. [STRADER was advised to inform her husband if'
-information he desires.to furnish to. the: FBI, he

any EBI Field Office who will then arrange for an,

. with him,

CARL STERN, Washington, D, Ce, NBC Offic
~a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investi
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occas
coering a story in the South, had, on' April 24, 1¢
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohlp,' STRADER
he was en route to the home of his wife's parents
Illiﬁojs. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale"
STRADER, overhearing a 'conversation on March 29,

Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MAR
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the|

ousiana

1e1ephoﬂic
formation
ery afraid,
he has any.
can contact
interview

e, advised .
gatlon, that

jon while

68 telephoned
nformed him

rin Lexington,
bout him,
1968 in
TIN LUTHER KING.
people 1nvolved

-in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they

had taken his license number, STRADER believed t
had Been at least one shot fired at him'since tha;
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information c
'KING!s murder and called STERN for advice as to w
do. |STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfiel
the. *BI and they would make arrangements to have
him at his convenience “in “their territory. Accor
- STERN, BISHOP stated that*STRADER is afraid to ap
office and may desire to havé comeone . meet him at
other than an office. AR
The files of the Sprlngfleld Offlce con
f0113w1ng references to ROBERT STRADER, however,
determined at this point whether or not they refe
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

L On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6
.emplpyed cutting timber near Edwardsville, I1ling

construction work at Southern Illinois University,
. ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the

the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91

-

- 201 -

here

t time,
oncerning

hat he should
 Office of
someone .meet
ding to Mr.
proach any -
a location

tain the
it cannot be
r to ROBERT

t1r =2, 175 lbs.,
is, and in-
" Edwards-

robbery of.

-2642,
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By INVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS
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The following investigation Was conducte
B3ERT C. HAINES: ‘ “

'

At Edwardsville;'Ifhnois

States Attorney LEON D, ;SCROGGINS, Madi
irt House, reviewed files maintained in his g
nted that a warrant for neglect and refusal w
 CECIL RAY on.complaint of his wife JUDITH
unty Court at Edwardsville. He stated that
alion obtained at the time the complaint and v
ssued dnscioned that CECIL RAY was residing in
1linois, and accordingly, certified copies of
ire forwarded to authorities at Joliet. .
He indicated that he had no knowledge of
hereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in fi
ything except that he was in Joijeu.

gon County

ffice and
as issued

iin Madison
he infor-

arrvant were
Joliet,
the warrant
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During contact with Sheriff XELLY and Ch
SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the ¢
is group '"were a iittle on the stupid side,"

ief
ntire family
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