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JOSEPH ADAMS currently imcarcerated at the |
11linois $tate Penitentiary was acquainted with JAWES EARL
RAY at the Wissouri State Denitentiary. ADAKS left the|
pnitentiary in Cctober, 1987. w

RAY brought food to the hospital where ADAMS vas
working and he assumed RAY worked im the prison Kit@h@ml
He described him as a quiet individual, but he never taﬁk@d
directly to him nor did he ever observe him with any @tﬁez
iomates. ‘

- LEC BARFETT currently imcarcerated at the *

Florida State Prison, Raiford, Flovida, knew JAMES FARL!
RAY im the Wissouri State Prison from about 1982 wntil
August 1, 1966. He met him through BILLY ¥ILES, present

" at the Few Penitemtiary, Moberly, Missouri. .

RAY mever said wmuch, did mot bother anyb@dy,.
was a lomer and had 2 bad mervous comdition and a defin
mental problem. He was taking powdered zmphetamine whi
in prison and would suffer weight losses and gains of 1
to 15 pounds over short periocds of time.

w
BARNEBIT stated that amph@tﬁmim@ ‘taken im quamtitles
wgmld produce @ substantial rapid weight loss. !
The amphetamine supply, prior to 1964, was %g‘
shot or less amd after 1984, although the supply WaAS limitedg
it 8till sold for the same price.
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JAMES T, BOND, is currvently im Cuyahoga County
Jail, Cleveland, Obio, for carrying a concealed weapon
and had been an lnmaﬁe at the Missouri State Penitentiary
from COctober 1962 until December 1965, .

RAY was a bread man, working in the bakery,
slicing the bread for meals, RAY was a racist and was
many times heard discussing his dislike for Negroes.

RAY was hooked on amphetamine powders and always had

a nose dropper and needle to shoot the solution made

up from the amphetamine powders into his veins., The
amphetamine was obtained through a source in the prison

at a price between $50 and $100 per spoonful, and on
occasion would break down the amount of powder he would
receive and in turn sell it in smaller packages. When the
amphetamine was not available R4Y would break up "bennies"
and use it. !

He was a "lone wolf'", never discussed his own
personal background, and was am avid reader of sex books
and girlie magazines. RAY never trusted anyone and had
a feeling that everyone was out to get him. He also had
a habit of pulling at his left ear constantly. RAY purchased
the amphetamines from a fellow convict, JIM BRADLEY, described
as the "top con' at Missouri State Penitentiary.

RAY had talked of eScaping on numerous occasions
and on one occasion was caught with a rope and hook. He
also participated in a tunnel job which was discovered,
though the authorities were unaware of who had been involved
in this attempt.

|
JAMES HARVEY BRADLEY, JR,, currently incarcerated
in U, 8. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, under number
84515, is serving a 15 year sentence for violation of U, S.
Postal laws, BRADLEY disclaimed any knowledge of RAY
personally or by name.

JIMMY Z, BRADLEY has Missouri State Pemitentiary
Number 71844 and is currently serving a life sentemce. He
was incarcerated in December 1956, He knew JAMES EARL RAY
as an employee in J Hall for a time and knew he lived alone
in a cell in K Hall. He always desired to cell alome,

49 |
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BRADLEY was in seolitary when RAY @scap@d‘and knew
nothlng of it. He described him a8 an exceptionally quiet
and "odd" person. RAY took mild drugs such as ampﬁ@@amxne
and had very small veins, making it difficult for him to

main line" his shots. He purchased barbiturates dnd
amphetamine whenever he could, but always believed he was
ill, using drugs on occasion as a matter of m@di@im@o

JEROME (NKN) CARPENTER, possesses Ml&S@url State
Penitentiary #0304 and is serVA@g a life sentence g@r murder.

He has known JAMES EARY, RAY since about 1963, but
not well. He knew JERRY RAY, br&,h@r of JAMES RAY, and
their father was named JERRY RAY.\ When CARPENTER was 15
vears of age his mother ran away w\th JERRY RAY and went
to St. Louis, Missouri., They separilsd after two years
and his m@ther has returned to Quineyy Illinois.

He described RAY to be a gquizt, meek person who was
very soft-spoken, S

CARL BENTON DRAKE, now a self ;&Qley@d @entract@r
at St. Louis, was a fellow lnmat@ at the Mlssouri State
P@nltentlary with JAMES EARL RAY, during iﬁ\NSQELOd 1860
or 1961 until his release in 1965 RAY is ddscribed as a
loner, closed-mouth, who never discussed anynhxng but mixed
well with the other inmates, both black and white, | RAY
never displayed propemsity E@r Vl@l@m@@ or racist sentiments.
RAY was not addicted to drug-h but n@ar1§ all the
inmates used any drugs available. W - ‘
N ]
(InformatiQn received elsewhersNpoted @hét DRAKE
had stated he received two t@l@ph@m@ @all&vfr@m RMY since
KING was killed, one call coming from New ¢ \xfams L@uiSLQna,
and one call fr@m North Carolina.) |
THOMAS BRITTON became acquainted with JAﬁES EARL
RAY in November 1965 while both were inmates at the Missouri
State Penitentiary. RAY worked im J Hall as a "walk boy "
He would take orders for cigarettes, gum, candy, amd the
like to be purchased within the prison and would brlmg hot
water for shaving and coffee to the inmates. He Was the omly
"walk boy" in J Hall and was free to contact any 1nmat@ and
could walk throughout the hall freely. C@ﬁv@rs&tl?ns with
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RAY indicated he was intimate with the area in Al@bama known
as Walker County and had stayed in Birmingham,. Alabama, dm
the past. RAY on a daily basi§ would read the "P@Stmﬂerald"
) n@WSpap@r of Birmingham, Alabam&°»~

|

.RAY r@p@rt@dly stated that" 1f he ever g@t out of
jail he was going to make himSelf a 'bunch of man@y" and said
that the Businessmen's Association has offered $100,000 foir
killing MARTIN LUTHER KING, and KING is five years past due,
RAY did mot know what the Businessmen's @sgo@iati@n|was but
he intended to fimd out,

RAY alse stated that he h&s'@ Ql@@@ pl@k@@ out where

- he could hide, but never identified Lﬁs 1@@@@1@n° I

RAY would be easy to Ld@ntixyy @V@@ if h@\atﬁempted
to disguise his identity, in that he is definitely I's Llough=
footed" and his toes point out noliceably whem he Walk@d
causing his heels and soles to wear down on the outside
edges., He also has a prominent cleft om his chin and RAY
liked to drink. PR |

_ : w

RAY also picked up and d@llV@r@d W@g@rlngiti@k@ts
in the cigarette lottery imn J Hall, - N

RAY mever discussed his family nor did he- @ver
indicate from which part of the United States he @@@@

RAY, in commection with the lottery, was closely
connected with JOHNNY VALENTI and am individual named
"BOST@N”9 subsequ@ntly identified as MILTON ZAVALOFSKI.

I

JAMES W, BROWN, Reform, Alabama, was an imm@ﬁ@
at the Missouri State Penitemtiary from April 1960 @hr@ugh
June 1965, In 1963 he met RAY and heard him make the :
statement that he was glad when JOHN F, KENNEDY was killed,
identifying KENNEDY as a 'nigger lover', RAY dzsllk@d
Negroes and during the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was leading
demonstrations and marches he would become aggravated . and
upset when reading this information im newspapers t@ the
point that he would curse KING and the Negroes.

' : BR@WN also h@ard RAY make the statement that he
was going to get MARTIN LUTHER KING when he got .out.,,
“Cooley’s organization” would pay $10,000 to have KING
dead., BROWN had no knowledge @@n@@rnimg this organization
and only heard it from RAY, 51 .
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RAY was not ov@rly frlendly and never discussed
his. past life in BROWN's presence, He had mentionéd about
tunneling out of prisom and going t@ Virginia to hide in
a cave,

RAY was friendly to an inmate, JOHNNY VAL@NTI
who often spoke about Mexico amd could Sp@ak Spanxsh

RAY had also mentiomed at ome time that His
brother~in-law was working in Liberia, Africa, and was
making large sums of money.

BROWN further stated that VALENTI had told him
he and RAY committed a robbery of an oil company 1n Atlanta,
Georgia, committing the robbery about midnight,

BROWN overheard RAY tell VALENTI that wh@n RAY
got out of the penitentiary he knew & guy names "COOLEY"
who would hide him where no one could find him,

(Credibility of BROWN, FBI HNo. 5049773, has not
been established to date, it b@xng noted he has furnished
conflicting information about the persomal habits of RAY,)

EVERETT WAYNE COX, FBI No. 127115C, interviewed
by the Oklahoma City DlViSlOM, advised he was an inmate
x\at the Missouri State Penitentiary from 1961 until June
"1964 when released and was friendly with JAMES EARL RAY.
He worked with RAY in the prison bakery and was a partner
§h~h1m in operating prison poker games, .
RAY expressed some interest in learming to speak
Spanlshg studying the language from a Spanish dictionary
belonging to COX, He also read books about Mexiceo which
he obtained from the prison library. '

-\A

N

w

\\' Addresses were exchanged with RAY in 1964 but he
was not seen or heard from RAY since being released ' '£ rom
Uf@ penitentiary. I

\ In searching his belongings COX located the name

ERIC'TARSON who was the inmate supervisor at the pemitentiary

bakery\ywhom he described as the most likely person to know

the whilreabouts of RAY,

=\
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THOMAS BEECHER CREWS, Missouri State Penitentiary
No. 71845, is currently serving a life sentence for; murder.
He came to the Missouri State Penitentiary in 1956,

He said he did not know JAMES EARL RAY in the
Missouri State Penitentiary, though the photograph of RAY
contained in the newspapers looks familiar. He did not
know any associates of RAY either., ;l
’ |

RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS is currently Ancarcerated
in the Whitfield County Jail, Daltom, Georgia, pend;ng an
appeal on a life sentence for murder,

He first became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY
in March 1955 in the Jackson County Jail, Kansas Cityg
Missouri, where RAY was incarcerated om a Post Office
Burglary charge., They were cellmates for six to seven
months, During this incarceration a friend of RAY's would
visit him, Thxs friend had been a cellmate with RAY at
Menard, Illinois, This individual kept RAY im spendlng
money while RAY was in prison and it is CURTIS® oplnion
he would harbor EAX

After thls incarceration in the Jackson County
Jail they both at different times were transferred to
the Federal Penidentiary in Leavenworth, During thls
period at Leavenworth RAY, to his knowledge, Spoke:of no
girifriend and corregponded with none, He mentloned that
he “operated' which CURTIS stated meant engaged 1n'burg1ary

and payroll jobs, out of Quincy, Illinois, |

RAY is a good poker player and he with CﬁRTIS
participated with fellow prisoners in croocked pokey games.
At a subsequent time they were both incarcerated in the
Missouri State Pemitentiary, occasionally in the same
cell. While in B and C Halls they were together 1n a
three-man cell with a third individual, and it was, during
this period that President JOMN F. KENNEDY was 3853551nate .
Subsequently im 1963 or 1964 the movements of Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER KING became topic of conversation at the p@n;tentaarY
and word got around to the prisoners that busxnessmen ,
raised a considerable amount of money, about one m1111’n
dollars, as a bounty on KING's head. RAY mentioned ¢/
times ﬁhat had he known about the bounty on JOHN wa
head and had been out he would have collected it; find if he
got out in time and if KING was still alive, he w uld like
to get the bounty on KING g

QU
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PAUL ALVIN LAIL resides at 34 Barbados Drive
Palm Springs, Florida, and while an inmate at the Mﬁssourl
State Penltentlary for three years had met and known
. JAMES EARL RAY. He was not very friendly with RAY' but
did eat with him a number of times when RAY was in the
kitchen visiting with his frlend LEWEY "WHITEY" DOWDAo

He described RAY as a sharp intelligent guy who
hung around with the boys who were always up to somethlng
and were in on all the deals. He never seemed to hdve a
lot of money but always seemed to have enough to get whatever
he wanted. )

Most of the guys that RAY was with were oA dope
and were peddling it. ‘

There had been trouble with some of the Négro
prisoners in the Missouri State Penltentlary who were
Black Muslims., Some of the prisoners decided to teach
them a lesson, and three or four of the Negro leadefs were
killed, RAY might have been in on the actual k1111ng,
LAIL did not know, but if not, RAY was close with the one
that did it] |

IL stated that from his association w1tp RAY
he felt sure RAY would have a .45 automatic on hlsterson
somewhere and he would not give up or be taken W1thout a
fight, - He considered RAY to be a "killer' and would not
be easy to catch or find. .:

He has not heard from RAY since he got ouft of the
Missouri State Penitentiary over two years ago and, he does
. believe RAY would know how to contact him, w

JACK FOX LAMPHERE, Warsaw, Missouri, staqted serving
his sentence at the Mlssourl State Penltentlary at the same
time as JAMES EARL RAY. ' ﬂ

- Although RAY was not homosexual, he could be
- intimidated into doing almost anything.. He becamewlndebted-
- to an inmate named JIMMY CARPENTER who stood good for RAY's
debts "in the yard,'" CARPENTER also worked 1n theukltchen
of the prlson with RAY. '
"

‘RAY in his conversations would always mention his
11k1ng for the Rogue River area of Oregon, He seemed to be
familiar with saw mill work in Oregon., :

85
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LAMPHERE was called on the t@lephome at the City
.Union Mission, Warsaw, Missouri, by ROBERT DALE PORTER,
FBI Number 459042, telling ILAMPHERE he was in S@r1©u5
trouble and had to ‘keep moving. LAMPHERE turned P@RTER
dwn rendering any‘assistance and advised that P@RT&R knows
JAMES EARL RAY very well since he was at the Missouri
State Penitentiary in 1960 through February 1968,

CECIL CLAYTON LILLIBRIDGE, Hissouri State
Penitentiary Number 67755, knew JAMES EARL RAY at the
pen1tent1ary.

From h1s conversations with RAY he learneg that

his maximum ambition in 1life was to make a 'Score"wof
about $20,000 to $30,000 after which he would go to
‘Mexico to "hide out" living simply on the loot at @ﬁ@
favorable Mexican exchange rate. .4

|
‘ RAY had spoken of Campeche Bay mear the fucatan
Peninsula and of living with peasants on the outskﬂrts of
the town of Campeche, Mexico., He also spoke of a @heap
"red light district™ which was lecated im the town! of
Torreon or Torrejon (phometic), which is believed ﬂ@cated
. in north central Mexico,

LILLIBRIDGE stated RAY did not like N@grges in
general but expressed no particular feeling toward MARTIN
LUTHER KING although he did hear him refer to Dr. KING as
"MARTIN LUTHER COON",

RAY is 'deseribed as a hypochondriac in tﬂat he
took six or seven different kinds of pills daily, @magining
he had a cranial depression and a ‘'rapid palpltatlon of the
heart, He would use an inmate's wat@h with a second hand

' to time his pulse. :
RAY was acquainted with a man who @p@rated a
small-scale smuggling business who lived near theltown of
Campeche, Mexico. His name is believed to be either MATEO
LOPEZ GARCIA or MATEO GARCIA LOPEZ, who had apparently ’
lived for some time in the United Stat@% and whe gpoke'
English. He owns a small fishing boat and would smuggle
things from Brownsville, Texas, imto Mexico thf@ugh
Campeche Bay. . _ H
- 56 K oo
Hy
Y
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RUSSELL LEE MARTIN, Missouri State Penithtiary

Number 08014, was contacted by the Little Rock D1v1S1on and
stated he was ‘well acquainted with JAMES. EARL RAY wh11e
both were incarcerated at the Missouri State Penltentlary.
'MARTIN received pardon after helping solve a narcotlcs ring _
operating in the Missouri State Penlt@ntlary and was released -
.approximately three months ago. |

‘Prior to RAY'S escape, RAY sold narcotics| to other

Iinmates._

He stated that RAY was a loner and had very few
friends. ‘ J
MARTIN said that if RAY was in the BlythQV111e,
. Arkansas, area and knew that MARTIN was there, he would contact
» him,
| ' J ,

. FRANK JOSEPH GUINAN, currently incarcerated at the
Missouri State Penitentiary, has number 09297. He|recalls
JAMES EARL RAY as an inmate and believes he was add1cted
to "Bennies" and amphetamlneq RAY and NEAL AEBY,,another
inmate, were receiving this material at the Missouri S¢ate
Penltentlary through a guard who was later transferred to
one of the farms and subsequently fired for Smuggilng a watch
' into the prison farm, w
GUINAN believes there was an elderly con’ about 65
+ or 70 years of age, named JIMMY CARPENTER, who would have
known RAY, but he never knew them to cell togetherL

STERLING JUNIOR HILL, 9104 Walnut Kansas City,
Missouri, was an inmate at the Missouri State Penltentiary
at the same time that JAMES EARL RAY was incarcerated there,
HILL worked in the prison hospital, becoming superv1sor of
pursing. He was never a close friend of RAY'sS but RAY would
come into the hospltal few times on sick call,

Although he knew RAY to speak to, he neqer had an
extended conversation and knew very 11tt1e concerning his
personal life or friends at the prison. He described him
as a loner who always acted like he was tr©ubled,H
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FLOYD EVANS HILL, California State Prison #B111i2,
is 4n inmaté at this inst1tution having been arrestedIJune
1967 and having been in continual confinement sinee that
timeé. He is presently serving a 6 month to 10 year sentence
for grand'ﬁeft of a p1stol

In November 1966 he arrived at th@ MSP to égrve

a Gnth and a half.. He knew a lot of inmates but upén
vieWing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, he could not be suve
of his recognition of this individual as having been one

of his ¢ellmates. The éénter photograph on the Wantqd Flyer
of JAMES EARL RAY resembles a man Wwho worked ih the wood
shop at thie Mén's Institution Training Center, Mobexﬂy, whei@
Hiil remained for 6 months, This individual whé resembled
JAMES EARL RAY elaimed to know guite a bit about gafes; was
to get ot s66i, wanted to seore of safes in Califorhia,

aiid g6 to Mexicoe to ‘éeol it," |

Othé¥ thain this? he Has no knowledge of th loeation
of JAMES EARL RAYa

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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BILLY EDWARD MILES, Missouri State Penltentlary
Number 02185, is serving a 11fe sentence in the Missouri
State Penltentlary, and said he was interviewed by reporters
with the permission of Warden SWANSON and has been'quoted
‘without the use of his name about his knowledge of RAY.

He has known RAY since February 1961 and heard
‘RAY mention he had a brother and sister. !

No one was actually a "friend" of RAY'S aL he
had no close friends, but the person nearest to thls
category is a former inmate named CARL DRAKE with whom
RAY did get along quite well, w

RAY was always. looking for a means to @scape and
'was considered by some of the. inmates to be "crazy”lfor his
attempts at escape. w

He and RAY operated a book shop together at the
'prison and they made some money from this, They wohld sell
and trade them fox small amounts to the various inmftes.v

WALTER E, NOLAN has FBI No. 41847 and when interviewed
by the St. Lou1s'D1v1S1on was extremely hostile. He remembered
JAMES EARL RAY from being incarcerated with him at, the
Missouri State Penitentiary, but he knew nothing aﬂout RAY
now and would not tell law enforcement officials ady informatign
he did have, !

He denied hav1ng anything to do with theJescape of
RAY from the penitentiary and he said he had not seen RAY or
- been contacted by him since the escape. ‘|

NOLAN said that he knew RAY for, ten yearé in prison
and was aware of his planning to escape on three occasions,
but had no knowledge as to the details or. modus operandl.
~He considers himself the closest associate of RAY as an inmate
"and walked in the prisop yard with him daily. *1
|

It is his opinion that RAY does not trusﬁ any convict
and regards all as potential '"stool pigeons, 91nce RAY felt
. that two of his escape attempts had been thwarted!by informants,

60
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NOLAN's conversatlons with RAY concerned their
preparation of legal briefs in their attempt to galn freedom.
RAY was quite interested in law if it concerned his!' case
and spent extra money to purchase law books. !

HOWARD NUNN has number 68889 and is an 1nmate at
the Missouri State Penitentiary. He was in K Hall at the
penitentiary during the time JAMES EARL RAY celled there
in 1967, and at the time RAY escaped. |

He did not work directly with RAY but dld‘see
him and spoke with him. He worked in the bakery on the day
after RAY's escape but never heard any talk concerning this
escape nor does he have any information as to the identity‘
of apy inmate who may have aided him in his escapeq

He never heard RAY speak of any "bounty" for the
death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

RAY, in his conversations, did comment on New
Orleans, Louisiana, and he got the impression that'RAY had
lived in New Orleans; however, he does not recall any
specific comments concerning this city. |

|

JAMES LOAMA OWENS was interviewed by the|St. Louis
Division and advised he met JAMES EARL RAY in 1959 at the
St. Louis Rescue Mission as a friend of BLACKIE AUSTIN.
When he met RAY he knew him as JIM O'CONNOR, but RAY used
the names RYAN and RAY, always with the first name of JIM,
He described him as a professional thief, specializing in
robbery and burglary. He described RAY as a loner and
thinker, but never a braggert. He liked cars and pistols
and once demonstrated his marksmanship by hitting'a can
successively on a bounce. He is a moderate drinker of
bourbon . highballs, no beer., RAY's theory was that women
were to use and forget and he preferred female strqet bums
with no attachment to any female,

RAY once was seen with an older man named JACK
GAWRON who, with AUSTIN, appeared to be his only close
associate,.

. |
RAY once displayed $1,000 in travelers checks and
said he was going to Canada and the following month told
OWENS that he had beén to Camada. RAY also indicated at
least a dozen trips to many parts of Mexico to cool off,
"

61
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RAY ls a very gquiet indiwvidaal, always ipterested iun
escaping, and coused no one any teo

-

ible. He did Jm consider

1
RAY to be the tyne who would kill Dr. MABTIN (UTHER RING.

ormation concernias
d had no inforwation concerning
s escape from prison.

He could furnish oo ind
whereabouts of RAY at
have aided him in hi

EODWARD “TED” RiIJ
is currently emploved
Missouri.
He enteved the Missouri Staite reniientia Boa murder
from Trenton, Hissouri, is May, 1235, The ‘« L enne was
committed and he was released in March, 1965,
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| |
be worth & large amount of money to Memphis' businessi en to
have KING killed. This conversation had taken place lin his,
SERO's, presence in Memphis but it was mere Speculatyon and
had no basis in fact. This conversation was related to his
prison mates but he had no intention of implying that| any
person or group of persons had or was COntemplating|placing
a, bounty on MARTIN LUTHER KING.
\ w

It was hls recollection that RAY had a gre@t dlSw
like for Negroes and although he would not describe him 2s
a "lonmer"”, he would say RAY did not know how to make, friends
or how to mix with other people. RAY was & regular user of
amphetamines in prisom but he did not believe RAY US7d any
other narcotics.

He did not believe RAY had any importantrCIiminal
connections and he had no idea where RAY might presently be.
He has not heard from RAY since he left the Missouri |State
Penitentiary. |

IVAN DALE UNDERWOOD, former NMissouri State Penitentiary
inmate, was interviewed by the St. Louis Division. He stated he
was not acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY while at thenpenitent1ary
but upon viewing his photograph he believed' RAY to be identical
with an individual who worked with RALPH RENFRO for a short
period during the late 1950's at Joplin, Missouri. RENFRO
carried on a furnace and heating business and would also "finger"
residences and buSIness establishments in the Joplln|area Under
the pretext of a free inspection of the premises, RAY would gain
entrance to case the place for a possible robbery orlburglary
or, if the owner appeared gullible, would attempt to sell a new
heatlng outfit,

UNDERWOOD kn@w RAY omly througn their mutual
assoclatlon with RENFR@ and has no knowledge as to RAY 8
present whereabouts or close associates.

JAMES D.' WALLACE, inmate #75682, Missouri mtate
Penitentiary, stated he was raised with JEMMY OWENS who was
arrested with JAMES EARL RAY prior to his incarceration at
the penitentiary. WALLACE, himself, was in the penitentiary
from 1959 until he was p&rol@d in 1965 and was again’returned
to the penitentiary in March, 1968. Last summer, 1967, month
unknown, he was coming out of the Jefferson Graveis Bank,

l
!
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While at the Mlssourl State Penitent;ary RAY quit smoklng.

RAY enjoyed tinkering with mechanical things, had
built an air-conditioner out of spare parts: for his prlson
cell, and was handy in the repair of radios, parts for which
he would obtain from the penitentiary machine shop. w

AEBY stated he would in no way render ass;s@ance
to aid in the capture of RAY. : r|

BOBBY FRED ASHE, Missouri state PEnltentlary #
01562, knew JAMES EARL RAY at the penitentiary but was not
too well acquainted with him. He stated no one was well '
acquainted with RAY as he was a quiet individual. He never
knew RAY to express strong opinions on any gubgect 1hc1ud1ng
racial matters, and he never heard of a bounty mentiohed in
connection with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

ASHE did not feel that RAY was involved in- the
sale of amphetamines or ''pills', or to operate or play in
poker games. : f ‘

JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN advised he is 69 years of age
and he knew JAMES EARL RAY for about 6 months during 1959.
He and RAY robbed a supermarket at Alton, Illinois, which was
the only score they pulled together. He claimed RAY | cheated
hlm, AUSTIN, of his part of the loot from the robbery.

AUSTIN was unaware that RAY had escaped from prison
or that he was being sought in the slaying of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KINGo L

LEWIE RAYM@ND DOWDA is an inmate of the Cobb County
Jail, Marietta, Georgia, and was formerly 1ncarcerated at the
M1ssour1 State Penltentiary. He was acquainted . with JAMES
EARL RAY for approximately three years. DOWDA was the chief
cook at the prison during this time and RAY worked as; 'a bread
sllcera ’

He described RAY as an avid reader who part&cipated
in softhall games as a p1tcher and would watch all the baseball
games at the prison. ' . ‘

In 1966, a group of Black Muslims pet;tloned for the
rlght to have their own religious services and a subsequent

69
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search recovered weapons in their possessxon, This was
followed by white prisoners arming themselves which 'in turn
was followed by 2 riot. Three Negro prisoners were killed
and, in his opinion, if RAY did not knife them himself he
would know who did knife them. RAY was a racist and|hated
Negroes° }

RAY often talked of going to the Iake of the Ozarks
when he got out of prison. RAY was particularly 1nterested
in Western Music and a number ot orchestras from the|Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the penitentiary. “

DOWDA stated RAY's dope habit was costing him from
$35 to $40 per week for shots and he appeared to be well fixed
and never wanting for anything. While in prison he used ‘
amphetamines which he took in shots in the "main lipe” and
he had known RAY to give free amphetamines to prisoners who
needed a shot. : a

NEAL AEBY was RAY's closest friend in the Missouri
State Penitentiary and was responsible for bringing. RAY in to

the kitchen., AEBY, at this time, was chief cook.

DOWDA claimed he had not been contacted by‘RAY and
had heard nothing to indicate RAY had attempted to contact
him. RAY had talked about traveling all over the United
States but never mentioned anything to indicate RAY was
associated with anyone in the Atlanta, Georgia area,

JAMES C. FLETCHER #72071 of the Missouri|praining
School for Men, had been in the Missouri State Penitentiary
at the same time JAMES FARL RAY was there and he knew him
from going back and forth to the dining room to eat’ Everyone

knew JAMES EARL RAY by his reputation as he had attempted to
escape several times.

FLETCHER reported RAY missing at the. time Pf his
April, 1967, escape to Lt. BILLY TURNER. It was rumored at
the time that RAY was going to the State of GeOrgia{if he

was successful in his escape. l|

: FLETCHER had no knowledge or information ﬂoncerning
RAY's current location nor had he been contacted by RAY since
his escape.

M
|
]
|
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' JOHN KENNETH HURTT is an inmate at the Mlssouri
State Penitentiary, having number 75502, 1In 1966 he celled

- in the same hall at the Missouri State Penltentlary as did
JAMES EARL RAY for two or three weeks, He: was not close to
RAY and knows of no close associates of RAY. ' ,

RAY waslalways "planning an escape' but HURTT
does not know who helped RAY escape in April 1967,'1f anyone
did help him. !. /|

He never heard RAY mention a bounty on the life
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, nor did he ever hear anythlng
from RAY to indicate one way or the other his feelzngs
toward the Negro race,
In return for sending about a $15 money order to
a stationery company under the pretext of ordering some
paper, all done at the direction of RAY, he (HURTT) was
given cigarettes in return by RAY for accomplishing [this
feat. RAY was always talking about the man who owned the
stationery company, and it is this person whom HURTT thought
RAY said lived in Kansas City. The name it was directed to
he believes was PEPPER, The paper never came and wﬂen he
asked RAY about dellvery RAY told him the paper would be
delivered dlrectly .to RAY.

HURTT further advised that he never heardwof
'COOLEY s Organization" and he has been in the Missouri
State Penitentiary for the past 15 years. He also has
no information to indicate RAY was involved with the'sale .
of amphetamine in the penrl:entlary° .L

- DONALD JOHNSON," Mlssouri State Penitentiar
inmate 19987, believes that when he was in the penitentiary
during the 1960—1966 era he believes he may have knoﬁn who
RAY was during that time but was not associated or acquainted
W1th him personally.

He returned to the Missouri State Penltentlary in
February 1967 and worked- in the bread room of the penitentlary
in the early part of the year and he was work1ng the|morning
shlft during the tlme RAY escaped.

| |

' He does not know whether or not another inmate
aided RAY in his escape and he does not subscribe to the
theory that RAY escaped in the . bread box being delivered
to one of the prison farms. He (JOHNSON). personally\loaded
I : . i H
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the bread into the wooden bread box and took it down the

elevator operated by.an inmate to the dock and a551sted in
placing the box on the truck. .

JOHNSON denied having knowledge of any plan by
J&MES EARL RAY to escape and had no knowledge .as to his
possible whereabouts.

f
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. RITA STEIN resides at 5666 Franklin Avenue, Los
Angeles, California, and first met ERIC S, GALT in mld—
December 1967 at the Sultan Room, St. Francis Hotel Los
Angeles, California. In conversation with GALT reldt1ve to
‘her two children residing at her mother's home in New Orleans,
Loulslana, she was able 'to determine that GALT would drive to
New Orleans in hls own car and return the children to Los.
Angeles . He agreéd to take her brother, CHARLES STEIN, with
him on the trip. Conditions for making this trip were that
she, her brother and her cousin, MARIE MARTIN, a11|register
w1th GEORGE WALLACE's party in California. w

' ' The following morning GALT drove the three of them
to a location where they registered for-the WALLACE party,
Following this, they all returned to her res1dence, after
which her brother left for New Orleans with GALT, '

She next saw GALT wvhen he returned with her two
‘children apprOX1mate1y one week. He entered her house upon
his return but stayed only a few moments and then departed
He returned again the next day to bring one of her chlldren s
toy blackboard whlch had been left in his car the pfev1ous

day. 1

' Following this, she saw GALT in the Sulta? Room in
mid-January 1968 and had no conversation with him, ', This was

the last time she saw him. , H
| =

A photograph of ERIC S. GALT obtained from the
‘International School of Bartendering, Los Angeles,;galifornia,
.when displayed to RITA STEIN, reflected that this indeed was
‘lthe ERIC S. GALT Known to her. o

JEROME WALLIS VERNON, known also as Jay Wﬁlils Vernon,
resides in Apartment B, 1246 Woodbury Court, Upland| Ca11forn1a.

: He operated the Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleanlng-
:Company, Los Angeles, from January 16 to March 23, 1968 and

‘a man by the name of GALT was a regular customer at the laundry.
‘He believes GALT came in each Saturday afternoon. '] '

)
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GINGER LEE NANCE (nee CUNNINGHAW) resides 40§ First
Street, Dixon, Illiimois, On the first %atvwday or Sunday of
May, 1967, she and ANITA KATZVINKEL left Dixom, Illinois,
and pr@o@eu@d to Los Angeles, california, where they established
reglidesce at the Palms Apartments on Sunset B@ul@vard,”ﬁbllywsod.
'
tfter ahout three weeks, she and KATEWINEEL woved to
1538 Serrano and resided there for about s month and & halif.
' |
In Jure, 1987, she hitchbiked back to Dixom, fllinois,
accompanied part of the way by her boy friemnd, JI LEEHY. She
cannot recall writiag her name aud address on any paper n@r did
she give any name and address oz a paper to any of the p@@plb
who gave her a ride in a car. She did @myﬁy several rides
across country during her hitchhiking trip im ﬁustamgs,l
fthe stated that SUE HARRYS and ANITA KATZWINKEL were
working as prostitutes in Califormia, working out of SUE’S
apartment, ‘

~

|
: |
NANCE further advised the name ZERIC §, GALT j§ unknRown

CHARLES J. STEIN resides at 5666 Franklin Avedue,
Los Angeles, California, and first wet ERIC &, GALT at the
Sultar Room of the Saimt Francis Hotel, Los Angeles, California,
on December 24, 1987. His sister, RITA STEIN, was presémt
along with his cousin, BARIE MARTIN, at the time of the meetimg

to her.

GALT offered to drive STEIN to New Orleans t@ pick
up RITA's two children, and returm them to Los Angeles.

The morning after the initial meetimg, the thrée of

them registered at GALT's request in the political party,of

GEORGE WALLACE, |

|
STEIN and GALT traveled to New Orleans along the

southern route through Yuma, Tucson and Bl Paso. While en

route, GALT made several telephome calls, wostly while :

travellng through Texas and these calls were made from pay
telephones.

|
1
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GALT mentioned that he had recently returned' from
Hexico where he had formerly had 2 part ownership in a'bar
and that his former partner, a Wexicam, had bought outl!his
interest inm the bar. This bar was T@zat@d near a seap@rt
or boats. I

At New Orleans, GALT expressed the desire mot to
stay-at STEIN's mother's residence, but to stay at a mdtel
and he was directed to z motel im u@@ 1000 block of Charter
Street (determined to bhe the Provincial Notel), New Orieans,
They had driveb straight through from Los Angeles, zwriv1ng

on December 17, 1967, |

On the followimg day, he M@ﬁ GALT inm the qtreet near
the residence of CLOVIN: ALONZC, 19074 Royal Street, @TEEN s
mother, and GALT told him he maﬁ contacted the 1nd1vidugls he
needed to contact anmd wanted to begin the trip back to
. Los Apgeles. Subsequently, he telephoned STEIN and delayed the
departure due to 2 gtorm bl@ckjmv their present route. .

l

They returned to Los Angeles om December 19, 1967
with RITA STRIN's two childrem. GALT paid for all expenses
of food and gasoline in cash. |

STEIN stated that a girl, with blomd hair, ab@ut
S5°'2", by the name of JERI, according to information develaped
by he and LOUIS LONAY, a Los Aungeles newspaper man, had lived
with GALT while GALT resided in los Angeles. JERY is presently
in Milwaukee, Wisconsim, and had used several names in the past,
one of which he believed to be DYRELL. A
|

STEIN further stated that he learmed, following his
initial meeting with GALT, that GALT must bave thought he was
being set up for a robbery because MARIE NARTIN told STEIN
that GALE had made the comment following STEIN's departure
from the Sultan Room that “He would hate to have to kill
same@nea” i

. ¥hen &TEIN loaded his suitcase into the trunk of
GALT's NMustang, he noticed GALT's blue suitcase there, as
well as what appeared to be a Kodak camera box. This box
was yellow and black in color, two and ome-half feet long

and a foot wide. '
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Driv1ng through New Orleans, STEIN told'GALT'heoﬂV
was gratefnl to him for drivihg dovn to pick up the - |

children of RITA STEIN, but.GALT mentioned-that-he. was“notiﬂgvgff]-‘ L
doing anyome a.favor because he had business. to conduotiinf“'””'

New Orleans, himself, and he.mentioned an: Italian-soundingﬁi

pame, which he cammot recall, but is a well=known name&in-f"a}u

New Orleans and the street he mentioned. gave STEIN a mental
picture. of the Chalmette-lndustrial ‘Canal area of _[
New Orleans. SR SRR _r_‘ A ) {-fi_wg

Near E1 Paso, Texas, GALT purchased a:used tire”"*'“*“-v=:v,'~

. for the Mustang at a . tire store. Later in ‘the evening of
"the same date, December 16, 1967, STEIN recalled that he

awoke from a sleep and - found they had stopped and GALT wasiﬂ*ﬁ5"‘3”

making a lengthy telephone call from a public coin box’ ﬂ'

-telephone booth.. He believes this call:was made somewhere-:gg;}'

in the vicinity of Houston, Texas, and ‘since it was: dark
" - he could recall the light in the telephone booth- shining
down on GALT whlle he made the ca11 :

‘Later in- the day,'after arriving at New Orleans -

and GAUT s going to the Provincial Motel, STEIN went for|a ifu'v“
walk with his sons through . the French Quarter and over - near,Z';}m
" the new Trade Mart Building on Cahal Street. r Later in’ the - '’

day, during the .evening, GALT .commented that- he had seen; N
" STEIN and the two boys earlier that ‘day near: ‘the Trade" uart

Building while he was having a beer at a bar in the area'f'~~“

This was at the home of his sister, MARIE LEE, that the:Vf
conversation with GALT took place. v G AU L

oo On the evening of Deeember 19 1967 GALT, STEIN
and RITA STEIN's two children departed New Orleans for - “l
Los Angeles. They drove straight through arriving on ]l

-December 21, 1967, in the morning. L . -'*\

. ! ‘After this trip, STEIN. did- observe GALT on a U

- couple of occasions .in the Sultan Room of the: Hotel R A NIRRT
Saint Francis. - -On one of ‘these. occasions, GALT: mentioned'in:&'f

the fact that he had "just fimished bartending 'school.” |-

‘Sometlme after this either RITA STEIN or MARIE'MARTIN Wi;fhr :
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JOHN EUGENE GAWRON, residing at.: 1807 Sggth 11
Street, St. Louis, Missouri, was born on
at Chicago, Iliinois, and estimates that -
45 years of his life in penal institutions.

Paroled in 1954 to a Soldier's Ho" ;
Illinois, GAWRON became acqualnted at a- t
with LUCILLE RYAN who was separated from : _
JERRY RAYNES., LUCILLE had a daughter named -
living with her; a2 son named JERRY, who was also 11ving
her; a.son named JIMMY (JAMES EARL RAY), who was' when
serving a Federal sentence in the U. S. Penltentiary,w
Leavenworth, Kansas; a son named FRANKLIN DENNIS: RAYNES
deceased; a daughter namsd MELBA, who was in a- men
hospital in Jacksonville, Illinois;

Illinois; a daughter named SUSAN, who was in ‘a Cath011 o
orphanage located at Alton, Illinois; and a son namedT;T.
JOHN (JACK), who was serving a sentence in: the 1111n
State Pen1tent1ary, Menard, Illinois. s : »'

GAWRON, allegedly involved in a. burglary at Quinc'
Illinois, in 1956, had his parole revoked and was, returned.
to the Illinois State Penitentiary, but in 1959 he escaped
from this institution. After a few ‘days, he went’to the - -
home of LUCILLE RYAN (RAYNES) where her mother, MARY" MAHGR
was operating a rooming house, and GAWRON res1ded‘w1th )
LUCILLE at 1913 Hickory, St. Louis, M1ssouri .

- During a period of several months: in 1959 he wasi
closely associated with JAMES EARL RAY and taught|h1m to‘b
a burglar and they went together on a number of burglar‘
estimated to be twelve. They were committed . outside - St
Louis in the northern part of Missouri, in. Iowa, and in:
Illinois. GAWRON taught. JIMMY (JAMES EARL RAY) q always
wear gloves on any kind of a job, and he was surprised tha
he would now go on any job without wearing gloves at the
risk of leaving fingerprints, A1

3|

Together th@y spent a great deal of time, and
St. Louis they freguented a tavern known as Ruby's Bar, la
known as the Haven Bar, Lafayette Street, Just wesb of 18,h
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RAY generally drank bourbon, whi@h he mixed with swee% soda, . -
He did not drink beer or smoke. When mesting any girl for:

the first time, he (RAY) had a ﬁ@md@W@y to lisp or stutter ,

in his gspeech. When RAY wanted a girl, GAWRON usumlly found

& girl for him and on such occasions, hig relmti@nghip with-

the girl was only brief and temporary at some second or

third rate hotel room. .

RAY dresses extreme]y wall when he has money, likes
good food, and buys expensive clothes, but he always chooses - v7 g
a second or third rate hotel or a @h@&p rooming house in e
which to live. |

| S
GAWRON, RAY, and JAMES OWENS, with whom RAY was:
arrested and sentenced to the Missouri State Penitentiary, "
cased the Kroger Store in East St Louis, Illinois, ﬁor a
robbery. GAWRON declined to participate b@@ause of the
danger involved. ‘
|
The following day RAY and OWENS were arrested
and subsequently RAY was transferred to the MissourlrState
Penitentiary. GAWRON has not seen RAY sinece that tlme,

In 1961 'GAWRON ALBERT PEPPER, and JOHN RAY,
brother-in-law and brother of JAMES EARL BAY, respectively,
were arrested at Louisiana, Missouri, and while his parole f,“
was revoked, the other two persons received sentences of ..
ten days in jail, He does not believe that JAMES EARL RAY
knows ALBERT PEPPER, who is married to RAY's sister.

GAWRON is on friendly terms with JERRY RAY 'and
CAROL RAY PEPPER. All of RAY's family referred to him as-
"Uncle JACK," although he has no family relationship. ’
The PEPPERs have two young sons, the youngest being named
JIMMY, reportedly named for JAMES EARL RAY. The PEPPERs.
operate the Grapevine Tavern, and JOHN RAY is active:'in
the operation of this tavern at $t. Louis, Missouri.!

GAWRON stated that insofar as he knows, the
subject has not been in St. Louils sinece his escape from the
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The following is subject’s identification record

la@ furnished by the FBI Identification Division on Aprll 23

i1968

under FBI # 405 942 G-

|C@NTRIBUT@R OF NAME AND

FINGERPRINTS

NUMBER

ARRESTED

- OR

RECEIVED

CHARGE

DISPOSITiQN;Ii”

{
Army

I

Sheriff's
loffice Los
IAngeles,
ICalif,

PD, Los
Angeles
C@llf

|
80 Ceday

ﬁapids, Iowa

PD Alton,
ﬁllo

PD Chicago
I1l

|

Cook County

Jail Chicago
I11

j

State Peni-
tentiary,
Joliet, I1l.

James Earl
Ray
#16 163 129
Janes Earl
Ray #B-119908

James Earl
Ray #139648

James E. Ray
#5937

James Earl
Ray #7514

James Ray

- #D90696

James Ray
#131165

James E. Ray
#32419

2/18/46

10/11/49

10/11/49

4/18/50

7/23/51

5/6/52

5/9/52

6/13/52

suspicion
of burglary

suspicion
459 Penal
(burglary)

vagrancy

no opera- .
tor's lic-
ense -~ no

City License

robbery
{(Gun)

robbery

robbery

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

8 months County

- Jail suspended;

2 years proba- '
tion served; ' .
first 90’days”
County Jail; .
146 12/30/49
(s129438

I

released to- pay;~~ﬂ

later ‘

Grand Jury
$3000 - _

6/13/52‘sehﬁ." .
tenced to peni- -
tentiary 1 to 2.
years o :

1 to 2lyeafs7
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CONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND
FINGERPRINTS NUMBER

ARRESTED
OoRr
RECE IVED

CHARGE DISPOS ITION

 PD St.
Mo .

James Earl
Ray #81071

Louis

James Earl
Ray #00416

State Peni-
tentiary
' Jef ferson
City, ¥Mo.

16/16/59

3/17/60

suspicion

of robbery:
stealing &
fugitive
other (
authorities

20 years (20,
7, 5, con-
, current}

"TC‘"
operating
motor vehi-
cle without
permission
of owaer i
robbery first
"b/m DDW" |
(2 charges)

|

|
P
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ME 44-1987

ACORD, JOHN
ADAMS, JOSEPH
AEBY, BILLY BROWN

AEBY, NEIL 57, 68, 69, 70

AEROMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY 30
ALABAMA DRIVERS LICENSE

ALONZO , CLOVINA

AMERICAN - SOUTHERN AFRICA COUNCIL

ANDERSON, PATRICIA

ASHE, BOBBY FRED

ATLANTA, GEORGIA ADDRESSES

AUSTIN, BLACKY

AUSTIN, JOSEPH ELMER

AUTONMOBILE PURCHASE

AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATION

AVALOW CLEANERS & LAUNDRY, INC. 18, 19, 37

BANK OF AMERICA MONEY ORDERS 20, 23, 24,
26, 27

BANK, SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX
BARNETT, LEO

BARTENDING, INTERNATIOWAL SCHOOL OF

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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| ME 44;1987

| CREWS, THOMAS B,
CURTIS, RAY LOUIS

| DAY, GINGER

| DANCING LESSONS

DeGRASSE, MARIAN

" DENNINO, MARIE

DENNIS, DYRELL
DONIAN, MICHAEL
DONIAN, SUSAN

' DOWDA, LEWIE
'bRAKE; CARL BENTON
DYKEMA, DALE LEROY
EDMONDSON, GEORGE
FLETCHER, JAMES C,
FORMULA, E. Z.

FREEMAN, DR. MARK O,

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
FULLER, MABLE
FUTURA BOOKS, INC.
GALT, ERIC

GALT, ERIC S,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

55, 69, 70
60, 71

= a3
O O —h- 1> -5

[
ﬁ;“_

12
45

|
8, 26

|
8, 10, 12, 22,
23, 24, 33, 37

8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16,
17, 19, 20, 21,
22, 23, 24, 25,
26, 27, 28, 29,
30, 31, 32, 33,
34, 38






