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RUSSELL PERRY BRANNEN was interviewed at his place of
residence 1933 Dolman, He is cmployed at the Modern Jacket C@mpany,
L1000 Washington Avenue, BRANNEN was released from th Mlssourl .
State Penitentiary September 10, 1964, He had been sentenced to
this imstitution om April 1, 19@2 from Bethany, MiSS@HTl, in con- ,
nection with an auto theft at whi@h time he r@cemved a 25 year sentence
under the Eabitual Criminal Act, : ; :

BRANNEN stated during his last severd years|at the Missouri .
State Penitentiary, he worked under the immediate sup@rvxslon of
Major POIRY (phonetic), Deputy Ward@n, and was in charg@ of transfers,
cell changes-and classxflcatlon of prisoners, In this capacity he -
felt that he undoubtedly came im contact with Submect JAMES EARL RAY
‘but he had no specific recollection of subject's contact, After’
viewing subject's photograph, he stated that th@_face}lowked familiar
but he still had no specific recollection of subject RAY, He demied .-
having any contact with subject RAY subsegquent to RAY's .escape from

the Hisgouri State Penitentiary, He mentioned he recalled discussing -
subject “RAY with one JOENNY VELANTI after VELANTI brought up the ,
subject &nd asked him if he, BRANNEN, had any recollection” of ‘subjéct
RAY in the‘\Missouri State P@mlw@mtlary and if he, BRANNEK, recalled.

any contact\ bgum@em VELANTI and RAY while in the PenéﬁenLlary.

BRANNFN advised when questioned c@n@@rmlmg @me JIMMY CARPENTER,
that he knew CARPENTER and had seen him o~~asionally (in the renent
past, He did not recall having discusscd subject RAY om amy occision
with CARPENTER and stated CARPENTER was entering the |St, Louis Ciiy
Hospital in the asar future for 2n eye operation. It was his under=-
standing that @rwwag@M@ntb had been made for CARPENT R to enter the
hogpital by a southeids St Louis politician k@@Wﬂ O ly to. hlm as
"LEIEUREY (phonetic), '

BRANNEN advised that he was born , at Gallatin,
Missouri, and that he is presently on parole from the Missouri State
Penitentizry and that his parole is up in September of 1968, He
promised to be alert for anyone with whom he came in | contact for any
information which might be of value in trying to ascertain the present
whercabouts of subject BRAY or anv. known associates of RAY who might

be in & position to furnish such information,

g0

On _ 5/31/88 ot _ St, Louis, Missouri
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BRANNEN advised upon guestioning that he had not heard
any discussion concerning the method of subject R&Y's eglscape as
to whether or not he left im a bread truck or walked out of the
prison with a group of visitors. :
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NEIGHBORHOOD =~ MISSISSIPPI AVENUE

The following was conducted by SAs PATRICK *. BRADLEY .and
ROBERT A, HESS om Jumne 3, 1968: -

JOHN PAUL VELANTI indicated an un-named convict allegedly
told him he had observed subject in the 1800 block of| Mississippi
Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri, approximately two weeks following
subject's escape from the Missowri State Pmmntanv4&rv April 23,
1967,

Observation dis ulmqed there is no 3@@@ hlock of Mississippi
Avenue in St. Louis, Missouri. At the point where Mimsissippi is
intersected by Geyer Avenue, the numbers jump from 1779 to 1915,

Photographs of subgect were dmsplayed to th following
individuals on Mississippi and CGeyer Avenues, with tje result that
nome of them were able to recall having observed anyone of subject's
appearance in fthe area or ever having been acquainted with anyone
of subject’s name or &Tnaseso : ,

MISSISSIPPI AVENUE (SA BRADLFY)

1750 HERVWAN BLACKWELIL ' 721 CARRIE B, D WEY

1722 JOHN J., C'BRIEN 1728 TILLIE B, FUu

1726 JAMES LACEY 17943 HEUILAH PIERC

1730 OMA BANXS OPAL CONNOR

1779 WIBES AUTO REPAIR _ 1815 BILIS BARBER SHOP -
(JAMES WIEBS - OWHER) - . JOSEPH BURES - Barber
Geyver Avenue Intersects 1.OLA ¥, COFFMAN

1918a SHERMAN WOLLTVER ‘
Allen Avenue Intersects

GEYER AVENUE (SA EESS)

1216 EVERETT BOYER - 1918 ANNA NAGY
1919 HENRY WILLARD . 1820 GUY KIRK
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1924 MAY's CONFECTIONERY , ' CARROLL E, R4
~ EVERETT W, KOLB
1926 J AND S USED FURNITURE HAZEL FISH
EDNA DAVIS '
1928 EISELL's BAR =~
JOSEPH EISELL
{(Mississippi Avenue Intersects)

200 Geyer Food Shop - 2005 JESSE RHYNE
WILLIAM KDJENER
2006 MAX AND GENE's TAVERN 2007 ALLAN D, EAR
MAX LABIAN .

2009 ELIZABETH MERSEAL 2010 MARY WILSON
2013 VIRGIL SIMMONS _ 2014 LUKE FIELDS
2015 GRACE PAYNE 2016 JOSEPH OPERSCHALL
2017 FRANKLIN ANDERSON . 2018 WILLIAM ¥, POLITTE
2020 ELIA SALEMIE, '
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" Date May 22, 1968

OPAL HIGHLY, 1630 South 18th Street, wa
viewed at her res1dence and furnished the followi g informa-
tion:

She formerly was the operator of Opal's Bar, 1805
Lafayette. She advised that she ran Opal's Bar at this lo-
cation from 1947 until 1961. From September, 1939, until
1945 she operated a bar, also known as Opal's Bar, at a dif-
ferent location near 18th and Lafayette, St. Louis, Missouri.

She v1ewed photographs of subject, JAMAS EARL RAY,
.as depicted on Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer
number 442-A dated Aprll 19, 1968. She advised that the two
photographs appearing on the left side of the wanted flyer
appear to be familiar but that she cannot associate the face
with a name or place. She advised that she has read accounts
of the MARTIN IUTHER KING slaying in the newspaper and ad-
vised that this picture may appear familiar to her inas-
much as she has preV1ously ‘seen it 1n the newspa er,.

HIGHLY pointed out that she does not recall the
names of patrons frequently visiting her bar, She did know
some of her patrons by their first names. The
RAY means nothlng to her Do e oo

She is acqualnted w1th a JACK (last name unknown)
who limps, and has been in and out..of the penitentiary all
of his life. She advised that JACK (last name unknown),
would. .now be approx1mately 70 years old. He used .to live
~around Kennett Place, or. another nearby street. She advised:
that she .did not recall this .man until recently when the .man
spoke with an associateé of her, TED RICHARDSON, who also
works for her. .This man advised that his name was JACK and
told .RICHARDSON to ask HEGHLY if she, remembered him. HIGHLY
.pointed.out that she .did not remember . him at that time. oty
Later, JACK (last name unknewn) again contacted ‘RICHARDSON
and told RICHARDSON to.tell HIGHLY that he. was . the man who
used. to come in her place with a big woman and boy who.
11ked to dance. . Upon receipt of this 1nformat1 n, HIGHLY
recalled JACK as a frequent patron at .Opal's Bar. He always’
came in with a big woman who drank beer. This was approx1mate1y
fifteen years ago. The woman who accompanied JACK had a boy

g

on __ 5/15/68 .

SA F. JACK WILLIAMS . , | ,
by SA WILLIAM H. WARFIELD _ WHW/leh Date dictated 5/17/68

St. Leuis, Missouri File #__SL 4-775
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The boy liked to dance

about fifteen years old.
danced at the bar. '

 HIGHLY does not believe that the dancin
She noted that the danc

subject, JAMES EARL RAY,
only be about 30 years of age at this time.

EIGHLY advised that she was always at t
its hours of operation and was well acquainted wi
tomers. She advised that a LESTER GUIBOR, presen
at National Fixture, 7000 South Broadway, used to
for her. She advised that MARIE MC MURTY, 1634 S
Street, was employed by her in‘Opa;'s Bar as a wa

HIGHLY advised that should she gain any

concerning JAMES EARL RAY, she would immediately
FBI.
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Date: May 22, 1968

MARTE MC MURTY, 1634 South 18th Street, St. Louis,
Missouri, was interviewed at her residence and furnished the
following information? : T

She was employed as a waitress at Opdl's Bar,
1805 Lafayette, St. Louis; Missouri, in 1958, or 1959.

She viewed photographs of subject, JAMES EARL RAY
as depicted on Federal Bureau of Investigation wapted flyer
number 442-A dated April 19, 1968. wShe'adViSed_thaf she
does not recall ever having seen RAY at Opal's Bar and that
_the name, JAMES EARL RAY, had no significance to her prior
to the recent publicity concerning him. o :

MC MURTY advised she would immediately jadvise the
¥B3I should she gain any information concerning RAY.

5/15/68, _ St. Louis, Misouri File # __ SL 44-775

A FJACK WILLIAMS : _ o
by e WITLIAM B, WARFI®LD WHW/ leb Date dictated 5/17/68
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA GEORGE M, PEETJ '

. On May 15, 1968, RICHARD MISSAVAGE, Computer Section,
St. Louis Police Department, advised that Field Interrogation
Reports (FIR's - forms filled out regarding suspicious persons
stopped and questioned but not arrested or booked) had been
searched for a record of subjéct RAY under his name and known
aliases with negative results., These reports cover the period
November, 1967,to date for the entire city and were gll that
are available. ‘ : :

On May 17, 1968, all original FIR's for 1967, which
were available at Third District, St. Louis Police Dgpartment,
which covers the area where subject RAY is krown to have

frequented; were also searched with negative results.

in addition, the FIR's were searched through computer
for a record of JAMES LOMA OWENS, FBI number 139 770 7, on
May 15, 1968, in an effort to ascertain his whereabouts for
interview.
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UNIDENTIFIED DEATHS

Sergeant BUFORD MC GAHAN, Fingerprint Sectio
Missouri, Police Departiment, and MRS HELEN TAYLOR, Cit
St. Louis, Missouri, advised SA JAMES T. DEARBORN on Ma
the Fingerprint Section of the St. Louis Police Departm

, St. Louls,
Coroner, -
10, 1968, ,

nt checks all

unidentified cadavers in the City of St. Louis, Missouri, and

obtains their fingerprints if the condition of the body

will allow,

These prints are then forwarded to the FBI IDENTIFICATION DIVISION.

No unidentified white male cadavers have been found in
St. Louis, Mlssourl, since April 4, 1968.

On the same date Detective JOHN LARRISON, St
Mlssourl, Police Department advised SA DEARBORN the same
is followed by his Department in St., Louis County, Miss
no unidentified white male cadavers had been found sinc
1968, - :

the City of

. Louis County, .
procedure
ouri, and that
e April 4,

Sergeant PAUL NAUMANN, Missouri State, Highway Patrol,
Troop C, Kirkwood, Missouri, advised SA DEARBORN, on the same date,

that the Patrol performs a similar service for coroners
Police Departments in the rural areas of Missouri.

and
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SALVATION ARMY AND OTHER CHARITABLE
TYPE MISSION PROJECT '

In view of subject's habit of staylng in flop
lower class rooming houses, the following charitable ty
personally contacted, on the dates indicated, and furni
Identification Order concerning subject. SubJect was u
contacted; however, they indicated they would immediate
cffice in the event they observed him or received any i
concerning hims ‘ .

ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI:

SALVATION ARMY S
MEN's SOCIAL CENTER, 3949 Forest Park, 5~24-68 J
JOHN MC ALLISTER - Personnel Director

DIVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 2827 Clark
MILDRED MAYBERRY - Director.

TOWER GROVE CITADEL, 1324 Tower Grove
Captain E C. ROLLIN - Dlrector

TEMPLE 3110 Iowa T
Paptalm LEE SMITH - Director

EUCLID AVENUE, 2618 North Euclid
FRIEDA HARPER - Secretary

HARBOR LIGHT, 915 Market
HAROLD RICHARDS =~ Personnel Director

CORPS AND YOUTH CENTER, 416 S, Main
(St. Charles, Mlssourl) Captain
ROBERT BUTTREY - Dlreetor

EMPLOYMENT SERVICE, 915 Market
HAROCLD RICHARDS -~ Personnel Director

houses and

pe missions were
shed the oo
nknown to persons o
ly contact this
nformation '

NAME . | .~ DATE  AGENT

OSEPH A, DUBYAK

ALAN E. MCELWAIN
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AGENT

LAFAYETTE PARK, 1710 Carroll
Captain JACK VAUGHN - Director

7701 Rawnels (Maplewood, Missouri)
Captain DONALD LOVEJOY - Director

NORTHS IDE, 1323 Sullivan
Captain DANIEL UPTEGROVE - « Director

SOUTHS IDE, 801 Allen 5-24~68
THOMAS ONKLE - Office Employee

WELLSTON, 6203 Cote . Br1111ante
Captain J, A, MILLER '

. BEREA MISSION, INC,, 3E36 Ru'ssell'
CHARLES RUSSELL = Business Manager

LUTHERAN MISSION ASSOCIATION, 1323 Herbert
DOROTHY HARTON - Secretary

CPEN DOOR MISS IONARY FELLOWSHIP, 4045 Ashland
H, H, PETERS, Secretary

DISKAS HOUSE, 903 Cole
VIRGINIA BRADSHAW - Secretary

FATHER DEMPSEY CHARITIES, 3427 Washlngton
BLMER WILLIAM -~ Manager

ST, LOUIS RESCUE MISSION, 4023 Olive
JAMES CARTER = SGXton

SUNSHINE MISSION, 614 Franklin
WILLIAM L, BUSCHART - Superintendent

SHINING LIGHT TABERNACLE, 1428 Monroe
Reverend JESSE GREEN - Pastor.
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NAME _ , DATE

AGENT

HUMAN SERVICE CENTER, 905 North 5th, 5-28-68
Poplar Bluff, Missouri
WILLIAM BRIGDEN - Manager

No other charitable type missions which furni
to indigents were found within the territory covered by
St., Louis Division, ,

WILLIAM R.BURTON .

sh lodging
the
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"IV, FELLOW PRISONERS
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. DONALD GARFIELD COX, residing at the northeast corner
of Case and Thelma, Berkeley, Missouri, was interviewed at
his place of employment, Derby Service Station, 8970 Natural
. Bridge, Berkeley, Missour1, and furnished the following in-
formatlon ; .
: He was confined to the Missouri State Penitentiary
from September, 1960, to September, 1963, after his" coﬂv1c-
tion for armed robbery in the eity of St. Louis, Missodrl

" He viewed a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as',

on FBI Wanted Flyer #442-A dated April 19, 1968. He.a

that he recognized'the_benfer'phbtograph'on this wante

as a JAMES RAY with whom he was acquainted in the, peni: .

He advised that he knew RAY only slightly and. deseribed; R

as a loner who seldom associated with,the other. inmates. .
He stated that RAY was not.well. liked :in the. pen1tent1 ry-

and that he came to the penitentiary with. the. attitude that [
he was a "big shot" and was going to run things. He a vised
that RAY was not a gambler to his knowledge nor did RA collect
gambling debts for anyone else. ) o o a9

While in the penitentiary he,’ COX associateg with
BOB BURNS, BOB DOUGLAS, CLYDE CASEY, and GLEN CHERNICK. 'He
advised that he is acqualnted with a JAMES BROWN from the .
~city of St. Louis. He advised he  is unaware’ ofwBROWN'E pre-
sent residence but that BROWN would be apprOX1mate1y 3 years
of age at the present. He is upaware’ “of whether or not;, BROWN
was close to JAMES RAY. He adv1sed that BROWN, had: "so many
stories'" that he tried to stay away ‘from BROWN. He advised
‘that BROWN was a ”11ar" and always had some stories. toftell.
He is not acqualnted with a (flrst name unkn wn)

ALLEN who was an inmate at the Missouri State Peni tentlary
He advised that he may recognize a photograph of ALLEN but
that he knew many of the inmates only by their faces rather
than the1r names. oo

He advised that he is acquaintedaWithfa "SLICK"
STEDHAM doing life at the Missouri State Penitentiary |from
Kansas City. COX also desciribed STEDHAM as a liar.

9t

On ___at i
SA WILLIAM H, WARFIELD

by SA MARVIN R, DORAN . WEW:amb Date dictated 6-7-68

6-5-68 ' Berkeley, Missouri ‘Rile #__ SL 44-775

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. ’ It 4s the property of the FB! .and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to.be distributed outside your agency. ’
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He was aware of no organizat1on at the M1ssqur1

State Penitentiary that acted as enforcers or who in 4

"ran" the penitentiary. He advised tha@ if. there . was

~ single organlzatlon or man who runs. the Mlssourl State
tentiary that man would bé& BOB BURNS whom he" described,
a small man presently doing 75 years from St. Louis fo
BURNS' brother is supposedly a detectlve lie

robbery
in the St. Louis Police Department.

With respect to known gamblers at the Missou
Penitentiary he advised that JOHNNIE JOHNSON from Kanﬁ
and JACK KALENKA (phonetic) also from Kansas. City were
gamblers who have now both been released.from the .peni
He advised that CLYDE CASEY, GLEN CHERNECK, and "SLICK
He advised he is unacqualnted wi

were also gamblers.
JOHNNIE VELANTI..

He advised that JAMES FARL RAY res1ded 1n B
when he was res%dlng in C Hall @t the penltent;ary

COX pointed out that he could furnish no inf

tion concerning RAY or the associates of RAY, however,
advised that should any information concerning. RAY. be
known to him he will immediately contact the FBI

has g good job,
law.
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RE: PRISON ASSOCIATE
CARL BENTON DRAKE

On June 5, 1968, CARL BENTON DRAKE was re-interviewed
by SA WALTER C. JOHNSON and said he had Jheard nothing regard-
ing JAMES EARL RAY. He again expressed a W1111ngn ss,.to co-
operate in the event he learned anythlng\of value.. . DRAKE
said he had been extremely busy doing tuckp01nt1ng work this
spring and did not come in contact with any of his former

prison associates.,
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l ’
BL: 44=775 : -
WRB:mjb ‘ RE: JAMES COOPER GREEN, JR
Grand,

On May 16, 1968, JAMES COG?ER GREEN, JR,, 94
Caruthersville, Missouri was c@mzﬁcted at the Town and Country
Supply_Compamy, Highway 84 west, by

SA WILLIAM R. BURTON,

GREEN advised that he /was sentenced to the Missouri
State Penitentiary at Jefferson’City, Yissouri, and aprived there
on November 29, 1965, He stayed approximately four weeks and was
trangferred t@ Algoa until May 3, 1966, at which time he went back
to Jefferson City for a period of two weeks. He was then tranmsferred
to the Moberly, Missouri, Farm, During his stay at M berly he went
back to Jefferson City to the hospital twice, .once for a one month
period in Augwt of 1966 and then for a week in ‘July o 1967. He was
released from Moberly on August 29, 1967, and returne to Caruthersville.
As he recalled there were two imdividwals named RAY a M@berlv at
the time he was there, one who was tall and thin who escaped but
was recaptured the same might, the other he hesard had @@@@p@d and
had not been recaptured., He did not know either of these RAYS on
a personal basis and is not positive that either of em is identical
with the Identification Order photograph of JAMES EARL RAY.ﬁ He
further advised that sometime imn 1966 while h was a M@berﬁ
and several other prisoners were caught gambl ng, ag a result
of this he attempted to make a deal with prison auth rities that -
he would turn over to them a shipment of amphetamine powder that
was supposed to be coming imto the prisoners. Inste d of giving
them the real amphetamine powder, he gave them a gr:gnish colored

food seasoning. They discovered the switch and as. a| result he
was taken into prison court, given ten days in the hole and a
20 days loss of merit time. To the best of his recollection and
knowledge, he never came into contact with JAMES EA RAY im regard

to this amphetamine.
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v FELLOW PRISONER' 'DAVID DON ﬁﬁ FARLIN

Mrs. JUDITH NC FARLIN of St. Louis indicated that
DAVID DON MC FARLIN was 1#St kuown to be residing with his
,mother Mrs. O. L, DAVIS General De11very, Advance, Missouri.

Oon May 23, 1968, Mrs. O, L. DAVIS Advance, advised
that her son, DAVID DON MC FARLIN, had recently moved (to Malden,
Missouri;, and was going to school at the Office of Economic .
Opportunity, Manpower Development Tra1n1ng School at S:keston,
M1ssour1 . ;

Efforts on that same date to contact MC FARLIN at
Malden Missouri, weré negative, and he was thereafter interviewed
at S1keston Mlssourl.

MC FARLIN, who gave his re51dence address as 703 Soﬁth
Beckwith, Malden, adv1sed that he was sentenced to the Missouri
State Pen1temt1ary in May, 1966, spent three weeks im |Jeffersom
City, and was then sent to the Number Two Farm for approximately
seven months, at which time he was transferred to the | Church
Farm and was subsequently parocled im April, 1967. He viewed
a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, stated the photograph [did not
look familiar to him, cannot recall ever having met the individual
while he was in the pen1tent1ary, and could furnish ngo other
information of -value. -. c s - ’

The foregoing was conducted by SA WILLIAM R, BURTON,
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RAY - FELLOW INMATES

Mrs. HAZEL MENARD, 26386 St. Vincent, was con
her residence, After Special Agents ROBERT A, HESS an
BRADLEY identified themselves, she stated “What do you
I'm in a2 hurry because I'm preparing to go to work.™
out to Mrs. MENARD that we desired to get in contact w
soms who were former inmates at Missouri State Penitemt
stated that she has three sons anhd one of them is curr
Federal penitentiary. She pointed out that the other

tacted at

d PATRICK W,
want now?

it was poimnted
ith two

iary. She
ently in the
two sons

reside somewhere in $t. Louls, exact whereabouts unknown and

employment unkoown, but she is of the opinion that she
these sons on Saturday, May 18, 1988, She was furnish
of the contacting agents and the telephomne number of t
Bureaw of Investigation Office in $t. Louls with the r
she have her sons contact these agents. She hegitatin
to do this,

19

The foregoing contact was made on May 16,

A check of the St
telephone book, and
same date

MENARD,

. Louis = St, Louls Coumnty
files of the St. Louls Police Depa
failed to disclose current resident addresse
BYI # 817 988 A, or RAVHOND COWEN MENARD, FBI #

will see
ed the names
he Federal
agquest that
ocly agread

68.

Directories,

rtment, on the
for LOUIS

471 B22 7.

s

=3

Police Departapmi records indicated RICHARD LAWRENCE MENARD, FBX

# 4 485 B48, is currently at leavenworlth Penitentiary.
MRS, MENARD advised May 21,
RAYMOND and LOUIS MENARD of the FBI int
indicated any intention of comtacting
to profess ignorance as te theilr place
and claimed inability to contact them,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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RE: NATHAN J. MURPHY - FORMER INMATE

The following investigation was conducted by SA
CHARLES S. DUKE at St Louis, Missouri: '

Teletype from Kansas City to the Bureau, May 22,
1968, indicated that former 1nmate was paroled, July 28, 1964,
from the WMissouri State Prison and was dlscharged from parole
on January 4, 1967, and could be reached through JOHN A,

ZITZENZANICH at 3177a Oregon Street, St. Louis,

On Mzy 24, 1968, JOHN A, ZITZ, 3177a Oregon Street,
St. Louis, Missouri, was contacted at his residence whereupon
he advised that his name was ZITZ and not ZITZENZANICH and
that he did not know a man by the name of NATHAN J. MURPHY.
He said that he had ad couple & former prisoners staying at

his place for a short period of time somewhere around three
to four years ago but he could not remember their names.

. He advised that since his wife left him and ran off with an
ex-convict he wanted to forget the past. ZITZ could offer
no additional information. . .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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May 24, 1968

Date

. WALTER E, NOLAN, ‘5206 Washlngton Avenue, |apartment
2, was interviewed at the office of the Federal Bureau of

Investlgatlon, 1520 Market Street, St. Louis, at which time
he supplied the follow1ng informatlon-

NOLAN emphatlcally denied since last being 1nter—
viewed by Bureau agents that he has had any contact with or
knowledge of the whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY. reiter-
ated what he had previously mentioned that he also has had
no contact with RAY since RAY escaped from the Missouri State
Penitentiary (MSP). He pointed out that at the priesent time
RAY would have no way of knowing that NOLAN was released from
the MSP and, therefore, would not even by aware that NOLAN

is in St. Louis, Mlssourl .

n the MSP,
have used
of RAY

Regarding NOLAN's association with RAY‘
NOLAN commented that it was possible that RAY may
amphetamines on occasjion, however NOLAN never kne
to sell or to deal in that or. any other narcotic.

\Y to have
1. occas1ons

NOLAN d1d say that he ‘knew JAMES EARL R
a four for three loan business at MSP as on sever
RAY had asked NOLAN. if he ever needed .any money,
sufficient to loan him. RAY once told NOLAN that

~ paid off a debt, of an .unnamed, inmate and asked NO!
could receive the re-payment from the inmate since. the inmate
had arranged for someone outside. the prison. to p y off the
debt to RAY. -RAY desired to know how the money could. get
into the prison past the warden as the warden had questioned.
RAY on. several occasions regardlng money being h 1d. for -him

by prison authorities. NOLAN indicated that it was the
warden's belief that.thls money was. in payment for narcotics.

NOLAN was unable to recall whether he ad suggested
it to RAY or it was a mutual agreement between. he. and RAY "
that this outside person send the payment to RAY in the name
of oneof RAY's brothers. . NOLAN was of the opinion this was
how the re-payment was handled however - had no concrete know~
ledge of which brother's name was used or ‘the’ ajount of the

|

payment. NOLAN estimated that RAY possibly had |$300 to $400
at the most when he escaped from MSP but seriously doubts
that RAY had any more than that. :

| ol
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s NOLAN stated that while 1ncarcerated in M
worked in the bakery as a bread cutter. 1In additio
in the bakery, there were approximately 150 additio
NOLAN commented that he doubted that over six of th
inmates had ever held conversations with RAY totali
than 30 minutes.
clever and thoughtful person, a conservative thinke
closed mouthed and an individual who does not gener
things on the spur of the moment, NOLAN added that|
time did RAY exhibit any foreign language ability n
there any talk of travel outside .of the continental
States by RAY. -However, on one occasion RAY “did me
NOLAN that he ‘had been to- the West Coast Although
that RAY did .not have any close family ties, the pl
often spoken of by RAY was- Illln01s where NOLAN und
RAY's family are residents. ’

: : NOLAN commented that qprox1mate1y 95 perc
content of conversatlons ‘between he and JAMES EARL-
incarcerated in MSP was about how to get out of the|.
tiary either legally or 111ega11y . NOLAN. emphatica
that he had been engaged.in any illegal activity in

MSP and further -stated that he was not the 1nd1v1duF

‘caught by prison authorities with numerous bullets
He also .stated. that there was no truth .to the. state
JAMES EARL RAY ever had an-. inmate beaten While in .t
tiary for non—payment of debt, NOLAN recalled. ‘that
a Frlday or Saturday evening, RAY had sent word to

messenger that he wanted tomeet with him for ‘dinney|,

did join RAY for supper and RAY- commented that he h
granted. .permission to accompany his attorney to .a
Supreme Court hearing on the following Wednesday.
desirous of learmning the exact procedures in regard
of him.as a-prisoner and if there was any relaxatio
security, whereby he may be afforded a chance to es
reportedly -assured RAY that,there was no opportunit
under those circumstances. According to NOLAN RAY
"That's okay, I've got someth;ng else,” . .. -
T The follow1ng Sunday whlle walklng in the
MSP,NOLAN stated that he overheard an inmate, name.
plain that someone had stolen a set of hidden civi
however at the time dldnot pay too much attention t

0%

He stated that RAY was a good woxr#q
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Av again commented. that JAMES EARL RAY has a natura
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‘made. Several hours later, it was rumored that someone had
on that afternoon walked out the front gate of the MSP,
Eventually word came to NOLAN after a head count had been
taken that ‘evening, that the escapee was JAMES E

NOLAN conjectures that it was RAY who stole the

clothes and who probably changed in the confines

bakery and then mingled with the.weekend visitor

‘guard on the double gate was new, which NOLAN sa

true, RAY probably Just walked out 1n this manne;

' NOLAN feels pos;tlvely that RAY would n
‘come to St. Louis, Missouri, after his escape un ‘
was merely passing through. He jindicated that it is common
knowledge that the St, Louis Police Departmeént and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation in 8t. Louis are notorious

for developing a network of informants among ex~cons released .

from MSP. For this reason, RAY, who NOLAN reiterated never

trusted an 1nmate while in prison, would certain] y not come - . .
to St. Louis and contact anyone here after his e cape . NOLAN =

ability ~

ho usually

to make himself incomspicuous and an 1nd1v1dual
"stays at arm' - length from. everyone. .

t

NOLAN is of the belief- that RAY 1s not guilty of
the killingef MARTIN LUTHER 'KING, .JR., as the crime. is com-
pletely foreign to RAY's personallty. He does not believe
that RAY would kill except to avoid.returning to prison,
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' " FRANCIS POWELL was interviewed at his res
~advised that he is the father of ROBERT (BOB) POWEL
that POWELL is not living at his residence at this
Mr., POWELL did not want him to be closely associate
young daughters. He stated that POWELL visits his
on 1nfrequent occas1ons and comes to boxrrow money.

Mr POWELL stated that he had heard a rum
his son, BOB, had helped JAMES EARL RAY escape frou
in Jefferson City, MiSsouri. He stated that his so
mentioned RAY to him and that he was certain that h
uncooperatlve in any 1nterv1ew

‘Mr. POWELL stated that his wife, who is B
stepmother, told him that BOB had made the remark t
who turns in RAY is a dead man. Mr. POWELL stated
not believe his son had any information concernlng
abouts. _

Mr, POWELL stated that whlle BOB was 1n p
of his girlfriends would write him and use the’ Doe
on the envelopes so that they would pass through 't
censors. .He stated he had seen envelopes with the
BARBARA. He stated that to the best of his knowle
afmmumns person He stated that he did not know wh
son was. : . POWELL stated that if his son contact
would notlfy the FBI . Mr. POWELL stated that he ha
as to how BOB could be contacted but had heard that
part time in Farmington, Missouri.
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RE: FELLOW PRISONER RICHARD RENO

On May 8, 1968, RICHARD RENO, 411 East Swan |Avenue,
Webster Groves, Missouri, advised SA DONALD S, DE FONCE that
while confined to the Missouri State Penitentiary he Hhad
occasion on several different times to have a short cjnversation
with JAMES EARL RAY. He stated, however, that although he knew
him by sight; he did not consider himself to be an acquaintance
or even to be on a friendly basis with RAY. '

RENO advised that although he was not aware lof it at
the time, he apparently drove the bakery truck in which RAY
escaped from the penitentiary.

does not think that RAY would ever contact him; howev

er, promised
to advise in the event that he does.

RENO advised that he has had no contact W1t$ RAY and

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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1 , - | " Date ___June 13, 1968

WILLIAM E., RUSSELL, 9703 Holiday Gardens, residence phone
423-0460, was interviewed at that locatiom at which time he provided
the following imformatiomn: , :

RUSSELL after being apprised of the identity of the
interviewing agent stated that he was released from the Missouri
State Penitentiary (MSP) om April 5, 1968, after serving a total
of 39 months for armed robbery. RUSSELL stated that he had received
three six-year sentences and one five-year sentence, &oweVer, would
not elaborate regarding his criminal activities 1eadﬂ g to his
conviction. RUSSELL commented that simce he has been released
from prison he has acgquired a good job, has married and is making
every effort to “go straight.” He added that he has /discontinued
any associationwith his previous friends and did not |desire in any
way to furnish any information to amy law enforcement agency for
fear of reprisals and possibly getting him involved #n illegal activity.}
RUSSELL after being advised of the explicit purpose of the interview
stated that he had no objection talking about JAMES EARL RAY because
he felt he had very little knowledge of RAY; however, it should not
be expected that he would provide the mames of any individuals who
were connected with RAY or himself at the MSP,

RUSSELL indicated that he first met JAMES RL RAY when
he, RUSSELL, was working as an immate barber and thus on several
occasions had the occasion to cut RAY's hair. He stated he probably
knew RAY approximately two to three years and described him as a
- very closed mouth individual who kept primarily to bimself. RUSSELL
added that by keeping to himself waz part of the regson RAY tried
so many escapes from the MSP and nearly pulled them?off. He stated that
no one really kmew his plans, therefore, was ahead percentage wise
on chances of being successful, o

: RUSSELL commented that he was not aware of anyone who was
close to JAMES WARL RAY in the MSP; however, he added "anyone who
says they knew JIM RAY real well are liars.” -

RUSSELL related that at the time of RAY's| escape in April,
1967, RUSSELL was working on the farm and he has nz knowledge of any

of the details regarding RAY's escape. In regard to RAY's activities
after the escape, RUSSELL stated that he does mot know if RAY would
have come to St. Louis, Missouri, and he stated he]was not aware of
where RAY's home is and attributed this fact to RAY's being extremely
quet in pature and it was not a subject that was ever discussed. RUSSELL

/106

On __8/7/68 ot _Overland, Missouri File #__SL3 44-775

S& ROBERT A, HESS/mib o
by . ' : Date dictated 6/11/68
your agency; it and its contents are not to_b.e distributed outside your agency.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the prope]ty of the FBI .and is loaned to

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SL: 44-775

described RAY as being a man whom you would notknow ho& smart or

" dumb he is simply by his™being so quiet.

‘ RUSSELL denied having any extended conversat
- ‘RAY and those occasions when they did talk most of the

concerned prisom lifé)conditioms therein, etc. RUSSELL|

that RAY did use amphetamines; however, had no knowled

ions with
discussion
acknowledged
ge. Of RAY

dealing in same. There was no discussion regarding .travel inside

or outside the United States and there was no indicati
of any knowledg@ of a foreign language.

RUSSELL stated that RAY is n@t a “musce man®
does not know if he is capable of kllling anyone. He
has had no contact with RAY since RAY's escape, since’
of RUSSELL's current whereabouts. RUSSELL is of the o
he would not help RAY if RAY should comtact him; however

on by RAY

-

; however, he

tated he

1e has no idea

1n1on that -
‘he does

not feel that he wwuld advise the FBI if he had been cbntacted by

RAY

RUSSELL was apprised of the provisions of thﬁ Harboring
H

Statute and stated he was completely familiar with the
again reiterated that he would not help JAMES EARL RAY|
else.

All the known phefps of JAMES EARL RAY were
RUSSELL and he stated the one tdem im 1966 at the MSP
most familiar to him and resembles RAY as RUSSELL kne
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CHESTER SPRATT, 3809 Russéll, advised that he had
entered Missouri State Prison ‘at Jefferson City, Missouri,
durlng February, 1962, after being" eonv1cted of rape in Em1nence,
Missouri. SPRATT indlcated that he received ten years for
this sentence and was’ subsequently released from the Mlssouri
State Prison on June 6 . 1967, R . N ‘

IR ) -
= ! e I

SPRATT related that wh11e 1ncarcerated at th:'M1s—

souri State Penitentlary he worked in the license tag ectlonA

as a welder during his entire time there ' .

SPRATT was éxhibited” photographs of JAMES EA,L RAY
and stated that he had recently seen these photographs in the
newspaper and on te1ev1sxon in. St Louls *however, he as

- not fam111ar at a11 W1th ‘RAY. - '

that he was an 1nmate when RAY escaped 'in- the bakery truck
however, SPRATT onceé ‘again emphatlcally denled ever hav1ng
any acqualntance W1th RAY PN ey A
SPRATT 1nd1cated that he was’ unaware of knownng
anyone who may.be famillar with, RAY however”‘mentloned the
- possibility that CHARMFS WALTERS', also ‘known' .as “"FIFTY",  was
possibiy an individual Who may remember him ‘since WALTERS
had a wide acqua1ntancesh1p inside the penltentiary, ’
P B
' SPRATT was advised of the provlslons of the Harbor—
ing Statute at which £ime he- acknowledged that he was . familiar
“with the law in that regard and he promised complete caopera—
tion with the FBI, however, felt he would be of 1itt1e ‘help .
" since he was’ not acquelnted with RAY ‘ R

/09
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FELLOW PRISONERS

AT ST, LOUIS, Mzssomnlo'

On May 20, 1968 ' IVAN DALE UNDERW@@D Apartm@nt D,
5105 Minnesota Avenue, St_ Louis, advised he served two sen-
tences at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jeffersom City,
Missouri, The first sentence was from 1962 to 1964. [The
second sentence was from August 1966, to September 1967.

Both sentences were for fraud or confidence schemes, @
advised he served all of the second sentence on the peni-
tentiary's honor farm, He stated that he did not know JAMES
EARL RAY while he was incarcerated. He advised that om the
basis of the subject’'s mname and after viewing ‘his photograph,
he believed RAY is possibly identical to an indlvidua who
worked with RALPH RENFRC for a short period im the late 1950's
at Joplin, Missouri. The association between: ‘RAY and RENFRO
consisted of RENFRO having a furnace or heating buS1n‘sq and
RENFRO would finger residences and business. establishments in
the Joplin area and on the pretext of g@mdmgting a free in-
spection of the furnace and heating equipment would gdln
sntrance to “case” the establishment for p@S@ibl@ burglary

or robbery;: or if the victims were gullmbl@ an attempt W®u1d
be made to sell a new heating outfit.:

UNDERWOOD did not know where RAY resnd@d in the
Joplin area and knew nothing else concerining his background,
and stated he only knew RAY through RALPH RENFRO., UNDERWOOD
states that as of eighteen months ago RENFRO was working at
an independent service station on 20th Street in Joplin and
was hanging around at ELMER’s BAR on Main Street.

He described RALDPH RENFRO as a white male, 42 years
of age, short with medium build, and graying hair,

UNDERWOOD was interviewed by SA KENNETH A, WILLIAMS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PRISON INMATES AT THE MISSOURI
STATE PENITENTIARY WITH RAY

On May 14,
MILTON ZAVOLCOFSKI,
at Moberly, Misso

Massachusetts, on He was sentenced

State Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, on November 9,

from Lebanon, Misscurl, on charges of armed robbery.
transferred to the Missouri Training School for Men at
Missouri, on April 8, 1968, . He knew JAMES EARL RAY as
at Jefferson City, had no personal relationshlp with hi
recalled that RAY hid out in the prisor sometime prior
in 1967. Someone in the training center at Moberly sa
picture on television and brought it to his attentlon.
furnish no additional information,

MELVIN OLIVER GRIDLEY,
Number 02503, on May 14, 1968, advised that he was
on April 23, 1960, for burglary and stealing, from Jasp
Missouri. H@ served all of this time until July of 198
Missouri State Pehitentiary, Jefferson Clty, Missouri,
transferred to the Missouri Training School for Men at
Missouri, in July -of 196%7. He worked in the recreation
.at Jefferson City and was Hall Tender in J Hall when JA

Missouri Training Scho

Men,

RAY hid out in the penitentiary about a week in 1964 or

as RAY worked for him, He said f
no frlends. He szaid that he los

knew RAY pretty well,
was close-mouthed, had

with RAY after RAY went into solitary confirement after

1968, Special Agent WILLIAM R, DUN
Mlssourl Training School for Men, Number 01658,
ised that he was born at Brockton,
to the Missouri
1960,

e was
oberly,
an inmate

. He
to escaplng
RAY's

He could

ol for
sentenced
er County,
7, at the
until he
Moberly,
department
MES EARL
1965. He
hat RAY
t contact
he hid

out in the penitentiary over a year prior toc the time he escaped

in 1967. Since he hid out, he (GRIDLEv\ had not talked
He never discussed his business with GRIDLEY, as a mat
he did not know that RAY had any close friends in the
GRIDLEY could furnish no additional information concer
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V. JAMES DAVID DATLEY
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RE: J. Do DAILEY.

On June 4, 1968, Detective EDWARD SCHAFF and

Officer RONALD BOCKENKAMP, St. Louis, Missouri, Police Department

advised SA ROBERT L. BENDER that they were unable to

suggest the

identities of any persons whom they believed might be aware of
any acquaintance or assoclatlon between subject and J, D.

DAILEY,

On June 6, 1968, They advnseu SA BENDER contacts with
their informants and sources had failed to disclose any additional

information in this regard

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. Date. June

JAMES DAVID DAILEY was interviewed at. Portag
Missouri, from 12:25 p.m. to 1:17 p.m., June 7, 1968,
Special Agents 1dent1fled themgives to him by exh1b1t1
credentials at the outset. He was then warned of his
Special Agent DOBSON. DAILEY stated he was well aware
rights and, that while he was quite willing to furnish

desire to execute a waiver of his rights or any other

He stated photographs of subject had been ex
to him during previous interviews, and that he had vie
photographs of subject on television and in various ne
during recent weeks. He was positive in his own mind
had never knowingly seen subject. He expressed the op

:

information in his posS®ssion.concerning this case, he

ville,
Interviewing
n of their
rights by
of his

any

did not
ocument.

€

ibited

ed several
spapers
hat he
nion that

anyone who said he knew the subject would undoubtedly be motivated
by personal animosity or by a desire to divert official ‘attention
from their own act1v1t1es. '

DAILEY 11kewlse was unable to recall ever haying seen
any of the subject's relatives. He stated if he could|see the
relatives face-to-face, he might be able to remember some of them
as persons he may have seen while he was living in St. Louis,
Mlssourl, as he understood from newspapers some of them resided
in areas where his restaurant and home were located, but in any
event, he was certain he had no association with any of them,

- as their names were in no way. familiar to him.

To the best of his knowledge, he worked at Q$s restaurant
in St. Louils, Missouri, each day during the period from April 23,
to - July 18, 1967. He had no records which would substantiate this
belief but noted that a small restaurant of the type he operated
in St. Louis usually requires the dally presence and effort of the
owner to "break even." :

or in the

City, Missouri,v..i-
All such trips -

n and, return

uri State

He specifically denied makipng any trips to,
vicinities of, the Missouri State Prison at Jefferson
or the Renz Prison Farm, nearby, during this period.
made by him were subsequent to the escape,- apprehensio
of his boyhood friend, THOMAS B, CREWS, from the Missc
Penitentiary during, herelleved, September of 1967,

3

_44-775 _

0;——292333§3i1l§+JmEﬂﬂﬁuﬂL_;Fﬂe# _8L:
, S HIRER f: ROREOB™

This document contains neither recommendations nor concluslons of the FBI. It is the property of
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

On _6/7/68

HRD/k1r 6/11/68

Date dictated

the FBI .and is loaned te

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2

SL: - 44-775

He recalled that during thefall of 1967, CREW
appeared at his restaurant one evening and had confided
that he had escaped. CREWS made no mention of the mann
which he had escaped but it appeared to DAILEY that he.
probably stolen some civilian attire from a clothesline
he was not in prison garb, CREWS indicated he had walk
considerable distance following his escape and had fin#

~managed to obtain transportation on a bus bound for St.

_DAILEY and CREWS '"sat up all night talking."
their conversatlon, DAILEY attempted, to the best of hi
to convince CREWS to give himself up, but was unsucces

S had-:

to him
er in
had

, as

ed a

11y
Louis.,

During
s ability,
ful,

CREWS was "scared to death" and appeared to be an extremely

desperate individual. It was evident to DAILEY that,

CREWS was successful in legitimately obtaining suffici
to continue his flight, he would undoubtedly "pull som
in which somebody mlght get hurt," Therefore, DAILEY
him $100. Two or three days thereafter, CREWS was appr
and returned to the prison,

DAILEY stated he was well aware that his acti
this regard constituted a violation of state harboring
but he preferred to consider it as "insurance" against
innocent person getting hurt, He freely admitted what
dore to memhers of the St. Louis Police Department,

Following CREWS' return to the prison, it be%
apparent he was suffering from terminal cancer.  Due t
fact, DAILEY has since visited him on several occa51ons
has attempted to secure his release‘through Jefferson C
attorney DAVID BRANDON.

DAILEY stated spe01f1ca11y he had never visit

corresponded with CREWS at the prison prior to CREWS' e
and return. 4 '

DAILEY stated positively he had never known o
the subject in any way, and had never been in a positio
agsisted him in any manner. Neither he nor any member
family have owned, controlled, or enjoyed the use of an
or farm property anywhere, which might be used as a hid
for an escapee, at any time subsequent to subject's esc

//.4’&‘

nless
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job
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He expressed the opinion that the subject is
undoubtedly dead or out of the country as he would oth
have been found by this time. He mentioned that the r
for subject's apprehension, which he understood had be
offered by Memphis businessmen, was of sufficient size
.cause anyone the subject might have contacted to turn
‘over to the authorltles.

erwise
eward

en
to
him

DAILEY further expressed the bellef that it bould

be impossible for any prisoner to '"simply walk out'" wi
crowd of visitors at the Missouri State Prison without
gross negligence or the convivance of prison guards.

- DAILEY stated he would “immediately contact t
in the event any information concerning subject or his
comes to his attention.

th a
the

he FBI .
whereabouts
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© Dote_ May 13, 1968

Mr. JERRY RAYNES Rural Free Delivery, Ce?ter,
Missouri, on May 9, 1968, adv1sed that he ‘had heard| noth1ng

whatever from subJect.

Mr. RAYNES volunteered that his sqns JOHN and

JERRY had visited him he believed the night of Monday,

" May 6, 1968, and had departed early on the followin morning.

" He- descrlbed them as "a couple of idiots" and stated that
most of their visit was spent in arguing. Both were drinking
heavily., He said JOHN appeared angry with JERRY anf : -
indicated his resentment as well as that of their sister,
CAROL PEPPER, of . JERRY's action in having sold Life Magazine
a story about the family which they both agreed nad been half

lies. , . _ [P .

it was Mr. RAYNES' understanding tnat JERRY'had
received money for ‘giving the Life interview and that :such
money was being used by him duFing his visit to St.| Louis.
He indicated his own personal resentment’ agalnst J ‘RY for
having given the maga21ne the story. -

Mr., RAYNES stated 1t was his understanding that
JERRY planned to return to the Chicago area socon and that he
would not sperid any further time with him at the fairm during
this trip. He stated that "JERRY is nuts, and the e is no
telling what he w111 actually do”, . _ e

Mr., RAYNES indicated personal resentment of the
article which had appeared in Life Magazine saying’|/that the
house in which the family had Tived inW Ewing, Missouri, had
not had a dirt floor when the family lived in it as alleged
by the magazine. He stated the house had not been in“good
shape but thaﬁ'he had worked hard to improve it. -

Mr.. RAYNES stated that he had¢ lived some time w1th
the children? s mother, LUCILLE MAHER, in a common-law relationship’
before their marriage. He was unable to recall the date of

“their marriage but did remember that they were married. by

a Justice of the Peace in the State of Florida. He recalled

that they had lived for awhile in Tallahassee, Flo; ida, and
indicated that the marriage might have. occurred th re.
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Mr. RAYNES stated he had little formal educationm

and experiences considerable difficulty in recalling

but he was sure that either in the late 1920's or ea
1930's he was married to the children's mother in Fl

under the name of JERRY RAYNES or JERRY RAYNS. He s
that lack of education was respons1b1e for the two S
he had used of his -surname.

Mr., RAYNES further advised that approximat

dates,
rly
orida
tated
pellings

ely four

days prior to the interview some reporter and his companion

had attempted to force their way into his house but
had refused to talk with them and had ordered them £
premises.

Mr, RAYNES reiterated previous statements
he had no contact with and no knowledge or informati
concerning the subject or his wheresbouts following
escape from the Missouri State Pemnitentiary in 1967.
was unable to recall any statements or indications f
of his chilidren that they had any further 1nformatio
the subject in this regard.

#r, RAYNES was again advised of the provis
of the Federal Harboring Statute, He promised he wo
the Federal Bureau of Investigation immediately in t
he receives any informatiom concermning the subject o
whereabouts. - .

that he
rom the

that

on

the subject's
He

rom any

n concerning

ions

uld contact
e event

r his
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“ May" 20,

-1968

Date-

Mr. JERRY RAYNES advised on May 16, 1968,

that

except for his daughter, CAROL PEPPER, who v151ts h1m

nearly every.weekend, he has not been in contact w1
member of hls famlly since the recent visit from h1
sons, JOHN and JERRY RAY. He recalled that his son
had indicated his plans to return to the Chicago ar
he presumes he has done so. He has not seennor hea
his son, JOHN, since the visit. HKe added that his

CAROL, visits him almost every weekend when possibl
brings him such groceries and other necessities as
by him for the week.

leaves-his residence.

M. RAYNES stated that during the late s’fiti

:
|

or early fall of 1967 he had decided to leave St.¥

had for some time been locking for a small acreage”

area. He had seen a real estate listing for a . farm
County priced at $8000., As he did not have .that mu
he had contacted the banker at the Center State: Ban
Missouri, concerning the possibility of obtaining: a
to buy the property. During this discussion the ban
indicated the bank planned.to sell 46 acres south 0
Missouri, at a foreclosure sale at the Court House '

London, Missouri, and that the bank hoped to realiz
for the property. Mr. RAYNES attended the . sale” “and
only one other person bid on the property he was .ab]
it for $2600. He used money obtained from the sale
property in St. Louis to buy this small farm on whic
resides, which consists of 46 acres. In paying for
he used a $1900 check from CAROCL PEPPER and $700 of
money, the surplus being used to pay back taxes. '

Mr. RAYNES stated that he has had no conta
the subject directly or indirectly since subject wen

s

h- any
two
JERRY,

a and

d from

laughter, -

For this reason, he seldom ;f"

n a rural
in Ralls
h money

, Center,
loan

eér had
Center,
in New .
$3000
since

le to buy

of his

2h he now

the place

|his own

et with
}t to prison

in 1960. Subject never. wrote him and since his esc
contacted him,

Mr. RAYNES stated that as a matter of_pur
since he had no actual knowledge of his own concerni

case and that if this was so such individual would
killed subject following the murder.- He was of the
that subject as an experienced criminal would know

1

it seemed to him that someone else had used subjéct|

1

pe has not

conJecture,
ng the matter,
in the KING
robably have
opinion

etter than
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to leave his fingerprints anywhere, He was of the o
that someone had "gqtten to”" subject following his e

. Mr. RAYNES then stated that he now recalls
during the recent visit of his sons JOHN and JERRY,
statement by his son, JERRY, to the effect that subj
wag in Chicago, Yllinois, during the summer of 1967
his escape. Mr. RAYNES was umnable to recall anythin
specific about the statement and admitted that he mi
misunderstood. He noted that bo&h his sons had’ been
heavily at the time.

Mr .
mother while he was im St.
about subject. He was of the opinion that subject
kill anyone unless he was under the influencée of nar
He does not consider the subject smart encugh to pla
murder alone,

RAYNES stated ﬁhat subject had llved W

, Mr,-RAYNES stated that he
and was afraid that Negroes might attack hiwm if his

to subject becomes publicly known., He stated furthe
duaring a recent visit from his daughter,
had indicated she had been interviewed by the Federa
of Investigation (FBI) and that they had indicated t
possibility that subject might have been in St, Loui
his escape. She has not exhibited to him any"kn@Wle
information as to any knowleﬁge on her part as to su
whereabaute. :

Mr. RAYNES again stated he would immediate
the FBI on receipt of any knowledge or information ¢
subject or his whereabouts.

was very fTearful)

CARQL PEPPE)

pinion
cape,

that

one -

ct

ollowing
more

ht have

drnnklng

lth his

Louis and that he knew verylittle

would not
cotics.,
n the KING

of publicity
‘elationship
r that

R, she

1 Bureau

o her the

5 following
dge or
bject's

1y contact
oncerning

The provisions of the Federal Harboring Statute

were again brought to his attention,
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DeteMaY 20, 1968

Mr. JERRY RAYNES RFD Center, Missourl, was contacted
and asked concerning the locatlon of his property - 1d St. Louis,"
Missouri, which was sold during the summer of 1967, | He stated
this property was located at 1819 Park, and he sold’ it to a man
named ROBINSON whose first name he believes is ARCH E who resides
on Hickory Street in St. Louis. He claimed it was an:.involved
transaction, that he first had traded his property .to ROBINSON -
for a farm and $2,500, but they had changed the: arrangement and
he accepted $3, 200 for this property. He stated he |turned the
money over to his daughter CAROL for safe keeplng. He stated
he did not loan his son JACK $1,000, but recalls that he did
loan him $700 through his daughter CAROL 3 S

Mr., RAYNES was vague about'dates and about specifics
in general. He was questioned twice concerning. thlé ‘and still
stated he did not lend JACK $1,000, nor any- money dlrectly, but
all transactions were handled through CAROL R o
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1 o ' o o - June 3, 1968

Mr. JERRY RAYNES IhIral Free Del1very, Center, Missouri,
stated he has heard nothing from the subject, either directly
or indirectly, and that he is completely unaware of subject's
whereabouts, He stated he has nc reason to believe that any
other mempers of the family have any knowledge or information
as to subJect's whereabouts. :

: . He expressed the opinion that subJect is probably
dead because in his estimation subject would have been unable
to evadethe intensive.manhunt which has been'underway for him,

Mr. RAYNES ‘stated that because news men have called
him at all hours of the day and night and due to the further
fact he has received one crank call, he had caused his telephone
number to be changed to the unllsted number - 267-3681. : '

were explained to Mr. RAYNES and he stated he would immediately
contact the Federal Bureau of Investigatlon in the event he
received any 1nformat10n as to subject s whereabouts, from any
source. ‘ .

The prov1sions of the Federal Harboring Staﬁuterf

Mr. RAYNES"stated"that’he'is extremely fearful that
Negroes might take retaliatory measures against him should his
location and his relatlonship to subject become publicly

- known. Lo ‘
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Date __ June 4, 1968

Mr. JERRY RAYNES, Rural Free Delivery, Center,
Missouri, advised on May 29, 1968, that he had no word

from or about the subject and that he had no idea a
subject's’ whereabouts.

He stated that after his famlly moved fro
Ewing, Missouri, they went to Quincy, Illinois, for
- time but that the subject was there only a short ‘wh
he went to live with his grandmother MAHER in Altonl
Illinois. Subject obtained employment with a shoe
tannery in or near Alton and worked there until he
the Army. Subject was very frugal, saved his money
reportedly had saved up $1400 at the time of his en
military service. He recalled that subject was ver
had no close friends or associates, and depended on
grandmother to take care of his money as he -apparen

+to

a short
le as

ompany

ntered
and
ry into
shy,
his

ly had

no use for banks.

Mr. RAYNES. stated that subject had not lived with
him except for a period of approximately two weeks in
Quincy, Illinois, he believed in about 1943, He thereafter
had little contact with the subjeet except for two ¢or three
meetings with him in St. Louis, Missouri, im 1958 or 1959 .
when subject lived with his mother and grandmother dn Hickory
Street in St. Louis, Missouri,

Mr. RAYNES stated that as he knew éubject he did
not believe he would hurt anycne. He expressed the belief
that subject lacked the intelligence to plan an&=carry out
the murder of KING and conjectured that somgone had |probably
coached him, payed him, and then after the murder killed him.
. He reiterated that in his estimation subjedt was a shy "countryfied"
1nd1vidua1

Mr. RAYNES was asked if the name LAFAYETT DIDTS
meant anythlng to him as being an individudal who might have
lived as 'a neighbor to the family durlng their residence in
Quincy, Illinois, during the 1940°'s. He stated that the name
seemed vaguely familiar but that he was unable to recall
ever having known DILTS. He added that in the event he had
known DILTS it. had been a long time ago and tnat he did not
remember him.
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Mr. RAYNES expressed fear that his daughter,
CAROL PEPPER, might possibly be 1ll as she had pomplainéd of
a toothache durlng a brief visit with him on the previous
Saturday and he has not heard from her since. _Duriqg the
Saturday visit she told him she was nervous because [of
the publicity attending this case,

Mr. RAYNES stated that CAROL PEPPER had never
.at any time given him any indication that she  had ever been
in contact with the subject since his escape from the
Missouri State Penitentiary or that. she has any knowledge
or 1nformat1on as to his whereabouts. , .-

"Mr, RAYNES stated that he had read some publicity
to the effect that subject had bad teeth which he did not
believe was true. He recalled that subject had good teeth
when the family lived in Ewing, Missouri, and Quincy, Illinois,
but admitted, however, that due to his infrequent contacts
with subject since that time the subject's teeth could have
gone bad without his knowledge.

:The provisions of the Federal Harboring Statute
were explained to Mr. RAYNES and he indicated that he would
never entertain even the slightest notion of harboring the
subject because in his estimation if subject is alive he is
probably extremely ill mentally and is urgently in need of
medical help. He stated positively that in the event any
information comes to his attention as to the subject's whereabouts
e will immediately notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
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i Date __ June ‘6, 1968

Mr. JERRY RAYNES Rural Free Delivery, Center,
Missouri, advised he had Just returned from shopping. He
stated he had driven to New London, Missouri, for this.
purpose as he also wanted to pay his electric bill.  He
explained that he has heard nothing about the subject. He
stated his daughter, CAROL PEPPER, had not viSiteF him since
she was ill two weeks ago, and therefore, he had been. forced
to do some shopping for himself,

- Mr. RAYNES was told that a recheck of Florida
Marriage records under the names RAY, RAYNES, and RAYNS had
failed to reflect his marriage there to LUCILLE M HER, - He
‘stated he could not understand that and again "indficated they
were married near Jacksonv111e by a Justice of the Peace.

WMr. RAYNES stated that he has not been contacted
by any member of his. family'except CAROL, since J
JERRY visited him. -a month age. ey RETTUEE Qg;j

0 j
N

He has not received any word directly fr

directly about the subject. 'He again expressed ;the

that subJect was "used! in the plot to kill.Dr. KI and . -
after the shoot1ng subJect had been killed. by whoever master-
minded the KING killing. He,was.of the opinlon that subject.
is probably. dead or he would have. been apprehende by this,
tlme.w He stated. he did not. consider subject to possess suffi-
cient 1nte111gence to so successfully evade capture for thls
length of time, were he alive, '

L,
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Mr. JERRY RAYNES, R. F. D., Center, M1ssour1, ‘on
June 6, 1968, was recontacted

He stated he had been in contact with his daughter,
CAROL PEPPER, St. Louis, by telephone on:June 5, 1968, and she
stated she had been unable to obtain any information as to
the whereabouts of the subject. She stated she plann d to
visit him this weekend and would bring any groceries he might
need. .

Mr. RAYNES stated that he has no idea where [subject
might be. He expressed the opinion that subject would not con-
tact him in any event. He mentioned the assassination of
Senator ROBERT KENNEDY, stating it "was a terrible thing" and
SHIRAHAN SHIRAHAN should be executed for this act. Hé also
stated that if subJect is guilty, heshould be execute also,
as the KING murder was the same kind of crime. He also men~
tioned the heartache SHIRAHAN had brought on not only the
KENNEDY family,’ but on the killer's own relatives. He stated
that all recent killings appear to him to be part of plan by
some evil persons.

Mr. RAYNES stated he weould lmmedlately notifiy the FBI
in the event any information concernlng subject or his whereabouts
comes to his attention.
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MR, JERRY RAYNES advised he was aware subje
arrested in England as he had gotten this news on telev

MR, RAYNES stated he had nothing to add to
had already told., He stated he has had no direct or iwn
with subject for years., He added he and subject have n
and subject has never discussed his problems or plans w

MR, RAYNES stated as fBr as he knows, JOHN i
St. Louis, He further stated he has heard no talk, nor
contacted for money to send JOHN to England to assist S

ct had been
ision,

that which he
direct contact
ever besen close
ith him,

i

s still in
hes he been

ubject, He

added such a gpsture would be futile and a waste of time and money.

He stated CAROL PEPPER had called him on se
sinrce subject's arrest, but never mentioned JOHN, or an
He said she was bitter because of the harassment she an
are getting from members of various news media who have
their home and talked with all their neilghbors.

He stated someone attempted to contact him
This person took pictures of his house and wanted to i
but he refused and ordered the men off his land,

MR, RAYNES was asked if he knew subject had
Canada in 1967. He said he did not., He was asked if s
any friends or assoclates in Canada, and he stated it w

but he does pot know of any connectlon subject would ha

veral occasions
y collection,

4 her husband
photographed

on Monday.
nterview him,

visited in
ibject had

s possible
ve there,
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RAY FATHER - JERRY RAYNES

The following investigation was conducted by| SA's .
ROBERT A, HESS and PATRICK W, BRADLEY:

Mrs. DELIA ROBINSON, 1826 Hickory Street, St. Louis,
Missouri, advised that she is the wife of ARCHIE L., ROBINSON,
who purchased the property at 1819 Park Avenue approximately
one year ago. , |

She made available a General Warranty Deed which
reflects that JERRY RAYNS, a single man of the City of| St.
Louis, scld to ARCHIE I, ROBINSON snd his wife, DELIA ROBINSON,
property in City Block #484, known as 1819 pPark Avenue, for
$100 and other valuable goods and comsideration. This| General
Warranty Deed was dated March 28, 1967, and rec@tded,o@ that

date in Book #8747, page 479, Recorder of Deeds Office
of St. Louis.

Mirs. ROBINSON stated that she is not sure .o0f
exact transaction that took place inasmuch as h@r;huéﬂ
handled the business matters. She noted that she was acquainted
with JERRY RAYNES prior te the purchase of that propérty, how-
ever, was not acquainted with any of his family although she
understood he had some children., She observed photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY and indicated he was completely unfamil
her. T

On May 21, 1968, ARCHIE L., ROBINSON was interviewed
in the vicinity of 1819 Park Avenue, St. Louls, Missouri, He
stated that with regard to the purchase of the property at
1819 Park Avenue from JERRY RAYNES, that immediately ‘prior to
transfer of the title he gave JERRY RAYNES $2,000 in'cash and
they were to transfer a piece of property he owns at " Naylor,
Missouri, to JERRY RAYNES, However, prior to the comSummation
of the transfer of the property at Naylor, RAYNESTWaﬁyed to
know how much cash ROBINSON would give to make it a -straight
cash deal instead of transferring the pr@perty;'-Mr;-ﬂCBINSON_
offered him $500 and they then considered the deal clgosed with
no transfer of the Waylor property being made. He noted this
made a total cash payment of $2,500, and this was completed on
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two separate days immediately prior to March 28, 196Y. Mr.
ROBINSON stated he knew JERRY RAYNES approximately one year
prior to the above-mentioned transaction while JERRY RAYNES
resided at 1819 Park Avenue upstairs, Mr. ROBINSON noted
that JERRY RAYNES had a daughter and son-in-law who had two
children, who visited regularly and sort of looked after the
old man. He spoke of a son that was killed and by impli-
cation, indicated that this son had sort of been outside of
the law and the bad one of the family. He mentioned| another
son, believed to be named JACK, who occasionally came to
visit the old man and on occa51©n stayed for short periods
of time, however, he cannot recall any time that h@ 1tayed
any great length of time, : o

Mr. ROBINSON observed the phot@graph of” JA&ES EARL -
RAY and stated that it is completely unfamiliar t@ ‘him and

he does not recall JERRY RAYNES ever memtl@ming a’ S@j named
JAMES or JIM. _ ]

On May 21 1968, CHARLES E, JOINES, 1817 ,
Avenue, advised that he reealls about three: y@aws AZO
RAYNES purchased property at 1819 Park Avenue and lived there
by himself upstairs. He remained there about tW@ ye*
sold this property about one year ago. i

Mr. JOINES stated that a daughter &nd'sbnwlnnlaw
frequently visited and sort of took care of the old !
on occasion a son named JACK visxted and stayed f@r
perlwds of time.

Mr. JOINES observed a photograph of JAVES E
RAY and stated that it was completely unfamvlmar t@ g

- - SHUN WONG and MUI WONG, 1825 Park Avemue, ]
that they have operated a 1aundry at this address smm,
They indicated that they did not know any residents™ at
Park Avenue, nor do they know any @f the other curre't
neighbors in this area. - . e
The. WONGs viewed the photograph of JAMES EA
and stated it was completely unfamiliar to them., |-

HOWARD KEYS, 1821 Park Avenue, stated that .he has
operated a barber shop at this location for less than one
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