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L S.pecimena recelved 8/26/ vffON FBI Chicaﬂ"

Lo Eight payroll chocks of Indian Trail Reataurant Inc., payable
) -‘to JOHN RAYNS . or JOHN L. RAYNS further described as. f+llows

spﬁcIMBN ;3 NUMBBR K DATE Auounrjj,j"'

Q398 . 4838 §/7/67 384 89 ol o
Q399 ... . 4913 5/14/67 -~ 84,89

Q400 T . 4987 - 5721767 - 84.89
Q401 .~ ' 5058 5/28/67 . 84,89 .
Q402 - 0. 5130 - 6/4/67 -  89.63 .
Q403 .- 5209 . 6/11/67  89.63
Q404 .j~¢5283"='--6/18/67 95,19
Q405”1 5357 . 6/25/67 . 77.53

"_:0406 Bmployea's Hithholdinq Bxemption Certificate datu"A
- - May 10, 1967, bearing Social Security Numbor\
~and signed "John L. Rayns”

'“Speglmens recoivad 8/26/68 from FBI Chicaso

.Q407 Sheet fron rooning house lodger page 15 bearin% on]"”
. line 24 the" signature "John Larry Rayms”‘ ,
-~VQ498 Reg;stration card, No. 8075, dated 6/18/67, bearing,the -
o s1gnature “John L. Rayns _ B

_  ‘Result of examination'

' It was" conaluded that JAMBS BARL - RAY K171 (211 and
.k257 propared the quustioned Rayms ‘signaturo. on Q407; the quos-
tioned handwriting on Q408 and the quastioned hsndwrit_nu:und-
hand printing on Q406.  Although significant similarities were
noted in: thu endursowonts on 0398 through 0405 oxcopt|the |

Page 1 (continuqd on next pago)
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endorsement on 0403 when compared w1th the known wrltlngs
of RAY, the presence of unexplained variations, - insuffiicient
comparable materidl and distortion in some of the quesfioned

~éndorsements precluded a definite determination:as to
RAY prepared the endorsements on 0398 through 0405

whether

. " The endorsement on Q403 is too distertcd for . :
comparlson purposes. Although some similarities were noted in

the date on line 24 on 0407 beside the Rayms signature

when

‘ compared with the comparable writing of RAY, the- limit:
written nature of this date precluded a definite deter
a5 to whether RAY prepared this date, ’ o

; ' 0398 through Q408 have been photograph:d and
returned to Chlcago separately S

Page 2. ‘
D-680826101 JK
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy. to:

v

Ronn of: o 54 RENE J§ . ﬁ%fﬂﬁ Office: ' ehieag¢
* Date: 10/2/68 : SRtttad

Field Office File #: 44=-1114 Bureau File #: 34=3886]

e JAMES EARL RAY; .
| bR, WARTIN LUTHER KING, JS.

Choratten  CEVIL RIGHTS - GONSPIRACY
- URLAWFUL FLIGHT 1O AVOID ammmm ~ ROBBERY

Sﬁopsis
' ‘faubject employed at Indian Trail Restaurant, ¥inoetka,
: Ill:lm:lss, trom 5/3/€7 - 6/24/67, a5 a diahwmher‘ and -
- cook's heloor under the name of JOHN L. RAYHS,
| _ RAY yesded at 2731 North Sheffield

An 545 west Luny, Chicago, Illinois, during’ tha
Owners, Inglan Trail Restaurant, ‘intervieve:
' iay WILLIAM BRANFORD HUIR. " author, who has umdewr‘tten
+ co3t of RAY's défense for exclusive atory rights, |
HUIE's version/of KING's murder obtained from subj ct
‘as told to restaurant owners set forth: Right' thufnb
print of ‘subject’ davelopad on ;:ayeheck £rom Imi:lan
' 'I'm:u Bea‘&aurant. - :

This document contatns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

f-U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967—-0-273-878
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Coon bargns.A ‘He alse rugailed that whon Er. :%fﬂs Left the

Capariment ; he Eaia be was golng to Canada and was Boing to
- lock for s job in. Canada. M. DONNRLLY could oot recall if
o this WAG raaeiwad aﬁx mail whilu h» sta,ad a& thmiaﬁﬂrﬁmﬁﬂiw

_ Cos Eﬁﬂﬁ“LLY ﬁaid ha &i& nat knﬁw iﬁ H? ﬁAYKh
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- of. work he did, but He aid anuw hm }eft the aparcmﬁn% avurv
day as 35 1@ gﬁ to weﬁk. . , . i
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: ‘ ﬁr. ﬁ@ﬁﬁg&LY avaaed aftgr laoking at - t xercx.ccp;
aﬁ page 13 of the vent redord book thai it appsared the mext -
. person to rowt tha rear nqxamnng apaytm»at wis G ESE WA&HIH&%Dﬁ
' lﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ,jJr.- AR .. i S _f ]'

: My “Qﬁﬁﬁbh? statéa,that auaeaﬁe cf thx &ndi*idéa3s
who had Inved in his apartmeonts had told him he was wmovieg ek
. of the apariment 1o go bome avd stand trial for’ ﬁa rdsrieg his
 brother-in-law. However, Nr. DONBELLY wag uviable to rocall who
. hag made this %i&?aﬁﬁﬂt ce him, wnd ke £id Aot mﬁ&% AT this
"atatbﬁgni BRG woan m&du Er EAYHS ox samﬂ caher paraaa.
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uaughtﬁr,?ﬂihhlﬁ had &cﬁnpimé the front bagement apartment
R (v a*ﬁr@ximately twe years. They moved seme {ime in the
- ogpring of 1867, and wxy have been liviag in the fyvont. |
~ bagoment aa&rtmﬁn& at ihd same. tims that Hr, &Rﬁ¥§$ Wms'
' .Iiwimg iu the Teny baganﬁnt apartmﬁ»t 8

o - CHrE ﬁ&@ﬁﬁl&? x@vi@ﬁad Her Rest ﬁucavﬁs gaﬁ frna
~~_tha$a ?ﬁﬂﬁfﬂC sha &Qviﬂﬁd gn"individunl named GEQEh :
. BASEINGTION WACEE, Jn. anpenrmé “to' be the next msn ¢ rgut
" the reax naﬂemﬂnt apartwent.  The ?*ﬁﬁfﬁ Book anﬂwei that. h
';,Mr %aﬁﬁg ren tbﬁ this &pﬁttﬁﬂﬁ* ﬁﬁ Hag 37, ”ﬁ&? or June: 17, 1967.

S s, DO iﬁﬁlh?’ﬁta‘@é thare 15 r*rrent‘v~n dx@m .
L eﬁﬂﬁﬁct§a phone in. the vear basement apartment, Zhe 4ia
aet kuow how loug this pbone bhad besn in the apart mezi o
oy ii it had hﬁem.c@aﬁectﬁ% ghen My EA?BE 11?nﬁ inl{the -

. spRyiment . s, DOUNELLY. aba\h & this phose aad ﬁ?wﬂfﬁiﬂ@ﬁ
" the ﬂ&ﬂhﬁ or the ﬁhﬁnﬁ'lﬁ é??»ﬁudﬁ,n o .

ﬁ;m. Eﬂﬂﬁﬂka’stataﬁ ”hﬁ fﬂdlﬁ hﬂt recali k)
?&?ﬁb isav;ﬁg 3d§$higg behind ﬁbﬁﬂ he 1aii vﬁhér than

‘723—
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o -ﬁG é@~113ﬁ o ; _“"' ,:
L Eose tmuk&gg uieﬁmils w%im¥ EﬁQZG haw .Q?ﬂi 1@2& in.thm ,
.a@axtm@nt far t%@ une wf at&?? aq npRnke Qﬁ that Tyﬁy ﬁ?ﬁt.

E - J?M. ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi&? %W% ﬁ&wa ﬁhﬂt@gra§h$ af
fﬂl ow&ﬁx iﬁuiviﬁﬂalﬁz L

. EOHERT ¥ . EENGEDY, Fedevel Buvenu ﬁi" xm miigzgzzim |
8 Fﬁl}kuﬁ&&rﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ' e T o

| FRANK m‘;mmzn%m, 81 mmzmr ééaz:m |
©. SAMES RARK BAY, TRT Numbew 405042 6. |
ﬂ“*iIL&Z? Jﬂsxﬁﬁ K“hTE ﬁha’&gﬁ QQ‘ict Ehwfgﬁﬁ z;f}
%mmhax 80281 ‘*_ - A L :
© BoRIRY 1, L,&EE* 8, w81 xmzi%x .;,Lsm-"@ EEE
- WIELIE G, ﬁ?xﬁﬁﬁs“ﬁ%ﬂi’hk 5;31: Smns&z:ér 50 exz. F o
: s . DOSKELLY simm she was unble o Adentily
any @f‘akean 1”ﬂ§¥€ﬁualﬁ 28 beling the- man &amﬁﬁ ﬁ@?ﬁ& vhw'v‘

' ,r@uxd vk Eﬂ thu h&ﬁ@mﬂ“ﬁ nartmau*

g . ﬁ@%ﬁ?l?? &tﬁﬁen t¥e mersan. @ﬁ&_kéﬁfﬁﬁﬁ_éﬂﬁﬁ', .
eziWﬂt wi&h this nnn was her supt, JEAY WILES, sow Sgesaged,

: Hrs. RILES zen the roosing house and haby sat fer Ner mvsmm‘ .

Cand ewss home a1l dayy &nd ﬁag &ﬂ?k mqu @mrtae% v1.L ;ba_~
-t@%ﬁﬁiﬁ thah ﬁﬁrﬁ?li. : _ - o

Borss . ?Jﬁf’hléi X dmr;Md JORN 1. mm@ BE m:a,mww
RF *ﬁiiﬁ snle, 18 bis late 20's op carly 20's, tall |asd ?Hxn,_ -
iﬁaxa.&air,,_ﬁh@ cauié mot- hﬁ BT ﬁﬁﬁv&fig ﬂ” &ﬁr ﬁ@mﬁ?iﬁ%iﬁﬂ,“

_ B ﬁrﬁ @Qﬁ%ﬁh&? mRde avad ;aalv ﬁage %ﬂmﬁwr 18 of bey o
Beot Rocord Bn&h thch thﬁtaiﬂﬁd thn %i;aaiu*e af g@ﬁﬁ §§£R¥
R&?ﬁﬁ.," ce S , b
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. by

" FD9302 (ReV

A

Sheffield, ihlcaga t“{limiw s iﬂﬁ@!"@fiﬁﬁiﬁ at mé m&m?wa.
wﬁ&‘hl&% woE SDhOwD g;m’}“i: g:mgmﬁ e:af the follewing individuals: -

RODERY T. ﬁh‘é’ﬁmﬁ?, mﬁaz’*ﬂ Burese sy" }I%ermig,aﬁmn'
(}*E*X) Hamboy 185530 & o

- FRAUK (RUDZINDEY, }.32 am’%f ﬂ‘iﬁemm.«ﬁ A
JAMBE 'il&i%ia iu’»!‘f F‘H-X Bnmbor 403342 €§

PEILLIP 3. EUREZ, Chicago Police Eupartmest IR |
- Bumber %‘»vlﬁ"i e D -

BOES i‘*‘i‘ e &ﬁﬁﬁ‘%’f‘ ?BZ m&ﬁiﬁ}&f &3 wz& {:

BILLIE G, I}iméa,i{@‘m%’iig, *BI. Rtﬁaiwit" "}ﬁ{}ﬁf“é 3

é.a!:LI*%fi afﬁvmmﬁ th& ph&'tﬁgragm f:»ﬁ' JAMES BARL

L

DAY bears 3 vosemblance 1o 3 men who had 1ivad in the roar
bagement apsriment at &?&‘.‘i Horth STheffisld, a*;»;;rcm#w tely

& FEAT “gm

. - BPEDEIRG advis ﬁaé& dhe men Be was volarripg to
$2E 3 %an nemod RATME., wmmw staded he nover saw thi@
Andividusl have any vimitors oF essociste with anyong is
the sres, Eo farther statsd this ser wss not friendly *siii‘a
any of the other pgople ldving in the Building. . e re- :
2alled ti:xat this man: 11?&# at the bul luizrg tor ﬁmmrokimiaiy
ong Bonih’

‘*ymm i @aé imed ;,rs %,i.s:mgm pn one cecexglon ko
s#w this man avroupd or getiing ivto as old car; hm&#&r e
could not Be cill the car's deseription.  SHELING
as;zmme to furaish ARy @t&x&r i’aats ?egarsﬁiﬁg this iﬂﬁ?ifiﬁ&ﬂi.

On

S/04F8E ot £hicams 3ia L File#_£63 44,3134

SRS “\-A‘z&k&;,‘ﬂ

SAs JOSEPE H. BURLD

ROVERT W OwAry JEA ot - : _Date dictated R

- ¢ : Es’[/uu‘fux?

< This documant contams neither recommendations nor conclusions’ of ihe FBL It is the property of !he FBl and Is’ looned to your ugency
It and its contenis are not to be distributed oulside-your agency. - -

| '”/f’.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

' D'o‘fe Eﬁ@?‘l mbvay O, LR85

AHRIE }f:gzbir*& 2721 Hoyrih ;:s},uﬂmm ii:i’»;maga
E}iimiﬁa, WRE iz:tﬁrview@ ot her rosidence., EOEEGAY sis wa‘i
-she did not gel aczgaammé with any of the poople f&}xf;a. bad
roors in ko basement, and she stated sho w08 neable
Lo provide any wim*ma*hn regording n person whe stayed
in th@ reay hauemm a;’mmm;t vho used tho name pf BATIS.,

‘On__ 8754 $§fﬁﬁfﬁ' ‘uf ity dmmmrarn ¥ % A den File # e . a5
s S S A o N TET

5 JOSEVE W, Qﬁ“ﬁl : S L, : |
by ?..‘.T}“ﬂm ¥ WAYY T'i‘é 7 gt Date dictated_RfRR /653

w 5

This document conrcms neither recommendations nor conclusnons of the FBIL. It is the property of the F8l an Is loaned to your agency
it and its confents are not to be dlstnbuted outside your agency.
// g
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F?-zﬁﬁ (Rev.v4~l5-64) T ‘ L V A . ‘ ‘
FEDERAL BUREAU OFI'INVESTIGATION

4 _ Date Geptember 2, 1988
PHYLLIS ;,::;a%im, :35 Schubert, Apaviment A, Cuicags,

ﬁ}iﬁ@m val interviswed &t her remma roe, LEUNING sdvissed

she formerly vesided st 2981 North Sheffleld, in the front

Vaseaont anaritmont. She gtuted she and her mmimr gm«fed fzwa

that spariment oo approxisately Yoy 10, 1067, &he stated

thesaartaent 24 P2 *@hmh&m, %15 roented ﬁ«m Hay L, 1267,

to ﬁm grmmat, . , o

LEARING stated sbe ﬁ;@uw notd reesll anymw woy iog
into ihe rear Lasoment spartment st 2731 Worth Sheffiielrd,
a2t she approximate Lise they woved from their fromt busemsni
apariment . IERWING wak atwm pfzmggraphs 34 t,!,w :ﬁnllmsmg
ir«ﬂ iv iwam H '

ROBERT T, XERNEDY, FPederal ;a:nmm ot Invemtigation
(BI) Fumber 815550 4 o =

TUANE CUURBINSKY, FRI Nuwber 959022 4
S BARL RAY, FBI Nosber 405945 G

PEILLIP J. FUNTZ, Chicage Dolice aawremn
Hambor 803181 | |

BT 1, CRERN, FBI Nusber s20026 B |
AILLIS GENE DESRDNGWATEE, FRI Number 850024 7

mm £ Aa@w none of these individuals looked
izzm,lmv tor hoy . :

On sfi’éfﬁéi’ at é,xmap'a;:, Iilirmiﬁ File # $G 441334

‘n‘-ﬁﬂﬁw Jmﬁa?ﬁ M. 33.}5”'“ . o L ‘
byﬂﬁ%ﬁf B. HAlL J‘?&rgff"""k L “Date dictated B/28/68

This document contains neither recommendohons nor conclusmns of the FBl I| is the property of the FBlland s loaned to your agency;

It and its contenis are not to be dns!nbumd outsude your agency
‘,//,
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06 44~3114
JEE gi:e:fi;:,

oy

E - The failﬁuing iavaﬁtigaﬁima was fﬂﬁﬂué@ﬁgu
lby [1Y JﬁblFL ¥, Eﬂﬁﬁﬁ o1 -4 ggﬁst 24, 11@&8-

‘ A zkaﬁk of the y¢%1i¢ t@l&nhan&a scgiﬁﬁ ;
:ln the H, SARRATERY Dharmacey, 1900 West Riversay Parkway,
' @atermiﬁeﬂ tha nﬁmbﬁra of t&%ﬁ% tel&pa@xes are SAB-B4TG,
aad séﬁu%é?l : ' _ . S ’
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_FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ”

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

b, SRS IHGET, President m ﬁmaﬁ'l @u“;v:‘e@"@?,&“i 5
1OGT Femt &i%m“m%;, if,:m«"ai;,m Fliimsie, eas Istovviewsd at his
LR sa.i" ma-zurowsmi* A, ARSGET ﬁéuﬂmu an Lo ivi ﬁm xmmzéi
SRIBGTOM SALHS, 3rs, vas aaplored by uf&lﬁﬂﬁ

ppany fvea Mey L, IDSY, to dugust ©§, L0EY. &a‘::
m&s:» ‘ﬁ?&i’jml wgaE Ko a}}s“x{‘wﬁtw%*?} hmentonly

bradh z,zm, wagawgg&m Toourdg Yoy
- ang the Lims by wae hired ke
ragided ﬁe.’%} 5 ‘:M»& f?z;'i;‘* t:é‘mswgwms. Hy. MEBUET mads gerox
ax:pvim of & shael entiiled Souial Secerity Inderaiticn
¥:31 fmodgeoeag Indorest um ;1 GEORGE ¥alHE aud &
apwltoss lon for positi %D ¢ .»ﬁ%@# AR
w:,ngﬁa m:s inforsatios on SEOHD wtymg.

o - . ARRART slafad F&—’x doss ot Feww (ho guirrest
logation of GUOEIL WACHS.

21 st in B e e e - qzAL i e - ety .-; R BN, S
W eiay e o B Ju S g F X X B ATRE L SelE | R ik e B,

q‘%ﬁ %I "b‘&w}z éo i“wi 9 & ?’33":3 .ﬁgx‘g

e s E v . Date dictated

By Chaon it 8. SR GNLr TS W G i
This décument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the pr0perfy of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:

it and Ifs contents dre not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Y OETERETE

A PERTASEA fY e Ty L arie g i -
LAVIGTIGRTICH AT 1648 UE! ORI
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,FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ' “ ,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I.NVESTIGATION'

LS BRLIARS ;’;;i%? BE, Bay Clark 2t 18z Ldmdels
ésﬁ&wsm&au gi{;‘i;?ﬁ, L@aE dest Lual, Chicago, IXliscis, wan
. &BL m:ffis:mgm:} ad hew plaow of a:«aza-iﬁ aat .,  DEERIEDR was shown
s sopy of Hg ’%,ss‘ reiion Card Buwbaw 970, SBiha %édi‘;’? i3
-ma;é was pade get By hor sad Lho povedsy rogisy
vl out Che name, % s gtrost, t@w,mztguaaﬁ g 5320
: gtated ohe geesils
s Lhin oo *3 E“;%ti%-’:‘ L. RWNS 3:#;3:23?»;3“ ‘
Els &%{ii & g

Q&v&é»m R&&‘ix %

-

PRILE? 3. vié? 0%, Chisageo Peline Depactwsot

FEE Rusbey 2090380
Bomiy SEOUZAE

, ¥re, DIREINS stated moue &f Lhuse ias}miﬁm@isx
Epoad A s&iiiar Tar R . .

. B, BEIFIRS wnd w« wailabis 2 bodgey shodb Ew-
CEEE BueRbaT iﬁ’f‘“‘ By &mw IGEY ., Thiw shoot showsy mpas nughay
196 was xeolisd i Juas 18, 1987, ¥ ;ww% faur b i rant
BRE 2 Lolsl of "L.ﬁ f:a' & soitntion on Jene 18, FreTied

Pebmongd s T. HRINE mdviged i:mgﬁ xmm;w ﬁ“"zm il
mi’ﬁ&iém %‘;;ﬁﬁ FLCEY ﬁ‘ﬁ.&& ’&-u%} ,;.ﬁ- iﬂ ¥4 -3 %12&‘3‘“33"" k :
: *;"s-u ﬂ@;iﬁ ﬁm&i’*{t his g&; ol ] ﬁif B me}:w;. & “":;,‘ir
sud a7 pet got Lasx his Bl gg : N

DHSPIAR stated sho recallod that the
sobond Rl rouom CEms 1o thw dosl, signed the
3

- sy I B -
TRYTy RS R St ACESAUG . VAEDRG hEF EEw 2“’ N TR

g -

4 A Pahrm ancA N <. & r3 = ey Lo G
EEF R 5E%r . CRYE WESSTE I N PR W NN EARE ¥ - T0nE ARG hd L5

PUEREE, gw. apd ”
Date dictated o ey o
o R - 0 B Ta
This document con’mlns neither recommenduhons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of fhe FBI and is loaned to your agency:

it and its contems are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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_fﬁ 44~1114

mlgn thm Jegistxa son Qg?ﬂg ha hni an. lubg“se. Bawavwr, ,
when he walkad arouand the windows on the ostside ta e 3 ia h;g-
apaftnent, sha raral @d hq waa arrying a sultﬂaa .

o 3?. nhuﬁlﬂs did nﬂ¢ ﬁﬂ& anyane w;th Er EﬂYNS anﬁ
o ﬁhu &1@ nst know him to ‘Bave any visiters; heweve: his
'fayartmsnt i suntorad fram tho raar ol the buil ding angd

L wisitors: wau;d ncg ama pq&t thﬂ daak where she Works.

: o ﬁr@. ﬁa&?Iﬂﬂ udvxsaé raam lﬁu i & agallLrﬂﬂm wi n
& ﬁma?i bad, chest of ﬁrawavs. apd tzble. Thy occupants. af

o room 168 SPEI@ Y bnth with eﬁher rbem@vs in tﬁe ar .

Mrs. ma?lﬁ afiawed the ledger 3R80t imr raom :
- 405 for Jung, 1967, and detersined Mr. RAYNS 4id nat make .
#ny - leng d;stnn 2R phene salls’ ox any phcn: Rl ls W] 1rh w""
Pﬁp@fﬁ&ﬁ on uhzﬁ lcéng ﬁhmet.;-' : : :
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|
. ‘ - . . . . coL L L.
L FDB02 Rev. d156a) . L u A
- SAee e B T e b F

Dofe ‘

' m',:s. H&E‘E mx&m mrﬁtaar, &;iumin ot Btel,
l%% "*Fﬁﬁil‘, Loggit y Chicago, . !llimiﬁ, telephone R0 4-0800,
_was interviowod 8t hevr guwa: ot employmant,. .&?..,. (ZA’%‘% mm
ﬁfmwa 92mﬁﬂgrmzhﬁ af ke .i’nllanmg iLm%iﬁﬁsmls* o oo

* . ROBERT T, m':ﬁm; mgman "%ur@aa amm,ﬂgaum i
-"(FBI} z%nhar @1*:»@38 & I o

L ERARE mampmm‘, mx ’ﬂnma@z:* *»mam -
h f‘ff&&m 3&% RA’E‘, m;e;t ‘Humber s;h}awgz A

e :‘vmmxn JOSEZH. imﬁ'.r chicitgﬁ %Iicaﬁa mmmm e
" IR Sember SO1BL I

: 'f'»--‘";mam 1. Cﬂﬁﬁh f*m mmm 5}"&"‘?}3@ AR
CRILIE 6. nmmm ,'.mmﬁ ym ﬁummnf; 024 F

- L EES. A‘:MHAF& «udvise& maa cu. tixumhl i@mm}hﬁ -
' lmk@é smmliax- te har. - .. S o

‘ E:m . cax-mzsa mviewd *z'm m@i&@%mﬁn £ &:i%?{i?" for
»Hay, am’ﬁ me, 1967 ; card nusber BOTE. reflected ‘
T person onimed JOUN L. RAYHE, mddresy 2731 uo:
Chivage; Ellimia, cﬁwckﬁd iate roow mimber X058 on Lo
C 1E,. 188%.  This san was checked in by c:teria LOLA .mszm.
ST ?‘Im mgiﬂxa’ﬁmzz cwd ia@-mked ﬁ'mawd m:s' V| ‘mek‘ :

S M, m}mm advi&era éim was mt i’a.ai"u L
. t.!m person nased JOBY %, RAYRS, whe siaysd in m 1“‘#
L a8 per the ktove infermaiicon. ﬁrg. CANADR ndvised the
- glerk, LOLA m&&m, sEil) works at the Lincoln|Apartment
-E&tﬁl and riw x*emrie:&, &m&:‘ Zfi'iﬁﬁi zmm& m 2311 BE%’%‘Z}&S

) e mw.. CAﬁA“,& sade availabla mgﬁ.atrﬂi@ ‘~¢':ami
"vi:;;;ffi:?zfs o %:?n. :inwwiewing &gamﬁ:. L _ CoT

on \ﬁsuwm ot rhwm XI¥isais 0 . File$. (0 44

%s Jé}mm a zmxm U e e e )
b hORERT ® BALL mawpu Do dieled

i

* This document coniolns nelther recomrnendahons nor conclus ons o( the FBI: I! is the property of - )he FBI ond s Iouned lo your Qgen:y; s
nond ns contents dre- not to be dnslrnbuved out5|de your agency ' " :

; }?5 o

|
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- _ e SAC Chlcago

fmiaﬁ BUREAU o; |NV£596AT|10N[]_7""‘"’ ~
~ REPORT |

ol the

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

LATENT FINGLRPRINT SECTION

e 441114 August 30, 19F8 |
E 'lp'n.;'x.‘rluzmu.f, ' 344 38861 . L
- 1.(\1'1"%'1‘ L‘l\")»" N, 91075 o '

mr enence: Adrtel 8- -23-68 A _ L ,
©ExamiNaTioN nEQuEsTED BY: Chicago L

CspeciMENs: E1ght payroll checks of Ind1an Tra11 Restaurant ].E
06

-Q398 through Q405 o
Employee s Wlthholdmg Exemptmn Cert1f1cate, Q406

Specnnens examlned and one latent fmgerprm of value .

developed on check, Q404 : :
See attached page for result of compar1son
| Spec1mens enclosed | |
Labo;a_tory report sepaz_*ate'.

Enc. (9)
2 - Memphls (44 1987)

*THIS REFORT 15 FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
St
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' Your File. No,  44-1114 - August 30, 1
FBI File No,. = ' 44- 38861 .. . .
Latent Case No. 91075

RE: JAME;S .EA"RL,' RAY F_BI #40594ze j”

The la.tent prmt developed on the check #5283
1s 1dent1cal W1th the r1ght thumbprmt of James Earl Ray.

The check is enclosed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



" REPORT

s u.u__ x.nnomvroru. A

FED:*AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
" WASHINGTON, D. C. ‘20835

'f.Tf‘ FBI Memphis (44 1987) o _;':;Tnm»§°PL2?bﬂ§'éi'1968“

'?Bw MURKIN - © 0 teewel . Do6R0826086 JK
CUGR e D-680826161 JK

:S'peclmenn recelved 8/2 ,6 , fl'om FBI Chicago

‘ Eight payroll. checks ‘of Indian Trail Pestnurant, Inc., ‘payable
- to JOHN RAYNS or JOHN L. RAYNS further described as. fqllows:“v

SPECIMBN NUMBER - DATE AMOUNT;jj ,.'

‘Q398_'*&’Ij 4838 .5/7/67 $84.89
.. Q399 . 4913 - 5714767 - 84.89
Q800 - 4987 5/21/67  84.89
Q401 - .. . 5058 5/28/67 84,89
Q402 . 5130 . 6/4/67 -  89.63 .-
. -Q403 .. 5209 . 6/11/67 89.63 .
. Q404 - . 5283 . 6/18/67 95.19° -
Q405 8357 6/25/67 . 77.53

vQ406 Employee's Withholding Bxemption Certificate daited |
..+ May 10, 1967, bearing Socxal Security Number |
and signed "John L. Rayns® o

‘-f*s?eéimens receivod 8/26/68 from FBI, jChiéago-

Q407 Sheet fron rooming house 1edger, page 13 bearing,on .' ' -
;.. .. 1line 24 the signature *John Larry Rayms"' -
o -QAOB, Reglstration card, No. 8075 dated 6/18/67, bedring the

: 51gnature “John L. Rayns” . S

| ‘Result of examination.‘_

' It was- concludnd that JAMES FARL RAY, K171 K211 and
, le? proparod the questioned Rayms 'signature on Q407; | the quas -
© tioned handwriting on Q408 und the quostioned hnndwrimlng and
- hand printing on. 84 -AXthough significant slmilaritlies were -
, noted in the endorsements on 0398 thrauuh 0405 9xcept the -

Page 1 (continuod on next page)
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-fb}endorsements precluded a definite determindtion as to
' RAY prepared the: endorsements on, 0398 through 0405

fendorsement on 0403 when compared w1th the known wr1t
of RAY, the presence of unexplained variations, insuff
_comparable material and distortion in some of the ques

-1

,coﬁparlson purposes., Although some slmilaritles were.
- the date on line 24 on 0407 beside the Rayms signatura
'compared with the comparable writing of RAY, the limit

wrltten nature. of this date precluded a definite deter

asi to whether RAY prepared this date.

t

h returned to- Chicago separately

A Page 2 : L
- D- 680826101 J& »

The endorsement on - 0403 is too d1statted for'

ings
icient
tioned
whether

noted in
when

ed and over-
minat;on

- 0393, through Q408 have been PhOtOgraphed and will bé-f
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

IthbmHmequ B Springfield, Illinois
File No. . o Julv 18, 1977

A’ ASSINATION QF MARTI N LUTHER KIKG, JR.

On June 21, 1977, Kent Collins, Hewscaster, XKHOA
TV, Quincy, Illinois, advised that on night of Jung 20,
1977, Jerry Ray, the brother of James Earl Ray, contacted
KHQA ~ TV and wanted to be interviewed concerning James
Zarl Rav. : o

Jerzy Ray adviged that be has been employed as

- a greens keeper at a country club in subsurban Chicago,

" Illinois area. However, Jerry Ray has lost his jobs due .
to Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) presgsure after
Jderry Ray stated that thz country club alse. emplovs a number
of illegal aliens and the country club did not want Federal

- authorities messing around the countiy club,

y Ray state? James Rarl Ray- doss not want
Lo go to a eral prison because Justice Departmant people
will see the Jamﬁr Barl Ray is naever heard of again.

4
H

Y (D
1<

e

OJRU I

rated that Jerry Ray has been inm contact
ouse Committee on assassinatidneg and

t few days he has talked to Walter Fanteroy.
James Earl Ray's escape and Lec:ptuxe.
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g; durine
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el s A
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James Ray claimed that a bhudine card was found
in the car James Barl Ray drove in M i at the time of
the assassination of ®ing. Thlg car o an individual
who alsc had the use of the ca? anﬂ Laﬂll sned

This document contains neither recommendations nor| conclusions .
of the PEI. It isg. the property of the FBI and is Loaned

to your agency: it and its contents are not to be| distributed
ocutside vour agency.
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; A‘"“B‘A‘ESINA‘“‘LGN or ¢ MARTIN LUTHER -
KiNG’ J.M.- ' SO SR

_ Ray claimed his brother, Jimes Earl Ray,
nce zuwug King's:assaszination and that there .

o, wab conne ected with' benﬂvﬁl In Igcxce
ho was four blocks away at the time f finq s’

T2 &

n-verify Raj cowlm ot have killed h1n90<

: Jarty Ray saw Jach¢ hakl ?ag few days| be For _
the e cape and at that. time James Barl § Qay was FErY ~&esponﬂentr
8O- JnEVj ?aj was not su*mzzqed otl*qn escape att empt,'- e

'?y ay i - that & itely. James arl Ra i

nt to g ; ';“._'*g 5 attentiayg Marion,
1?* Qtated wat at one. : ﬂ;“. . Federal dﬂupnzltxas
A 1 hospital
133 athempt Ja el Bard

a king.;~

ifae Quiney’ ne:a;d«unig, Quzncj,f X {'.- &at'

Lo 3
June2i, 1977, contained the to;;ow*ng artic soncerni ng
an 1ﬁterv19w ov A rrv Ray* S 4 .
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' By PAUL COLGAN

James Earl Ray was despon-.

dent over reports the House As-
s¢ssination Committee was to
b+ disbanded when he iried to
escape from a Tennessee
prison eariler this month, his
younger brother, Jerry, said in
Quincy Monday.
Jen‘y, 41, who lost his job as
ighmatchman at a couniry
c1 b near Chicago last week
because of the attention his
brother’s escape brought, was
in Quincy to visit his sister at a
nursing home.

Both Rays lived in Quincy for
a time in their youth.

Jerry talked about his
brother in a two-hour inter-
view. The following is a portion
of that interview.

Jerry Ray szid his brother
coasidered the Congressional

investigaticn his last hope tokbe .

exonerated in connection with
the 1957 Martin Luther King
slaying.

Jerry Ray maintained that
his brother was innocent of tle
kKilling and was ‘“set-un” by
others fo take the blame.

“He was depressed because
he knew they had a thing un-
derway to discredit the assas-
sination commitiee and try to
abolish it,”" Jerry Ray ex-
plained.

Jerry had talked with James
on the Sunday before June 10
when James and six fellow
prisoners scaled the wall of the
Brushy Mountain State Prison
in Petros, Tenn.

““He lo‘xd me ‘that's the only
Liope I've got left,” " Jerry Ray
explained. "He said ‘if they
ubolish the committee, I'll just
heve o get out some other

«-'.x;._v.‘ "

At the time 1t didn't
Ma\ he nieant,” Jerr , szid
SNew Yotk Times articie abo
trouble in, the committee a

me,
i A
ut
d

moves to abolish it published a
couple of weeks before his es-
cape was the cause of James’
depression, according to Jerry
Ray.

“The New York Times ar-
ticle set him off,” Jerry Ray
said. )

James Earl Ray has ex-
hausted nearly every legal
avenue he had, including a
review by the U. S. Supreme
Court, in attempts to have his
case retried. Ray had pleaded
guiity i the killing in retirn
for a iife sentence instead of
death in 1968 for the King kill-
ing.

Later, after he was
sentenced, Ray began to talk of
a conspiracy and that he had
not acted alone in the killing

Now his brother Jerry mc”l
tains that James had nothing to
do with the kiiling but rather
was used as a “‘set-up guy’ to
take the blame for the killing.

““He has witnesses to prove
hie was at a service station four
blocks away,” ai the time of
the assassination, Jerry
claimed.

“The only evidence thiey
could use against him was that
he had his fingerprints on the
rifle,”” Jerry Ray said. He
claimed James bought the riile
but didn’t shoot it.

A rifle found after the King
shooting in Mempnis, which is
believed to be the murder
weapon, had James Earl Ray's
fingerprints on it.

Because he believes his
brother innocent, Jerry szid h
feared for his brother ;rmz
the escape, thinking that other
involved in the conspiracy
might have arranged the es-
cape to kili him. "There was
somening sirenge about it”

Jerry said.

““& lot of people would lixe to
see him dead,” Jerry added.

3

-voived
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“I don’t know it he was
tricked out or if it was a legal
escape.” Jerry Ray explained.
“The reason I ‘thought ke might
have been tricked out was
because so many guvs ‘vent
and he never did cperate'that
way before. Before every time
he escaped it was by himself.
And this time they had seven of
ther that took cff so I figured
there might have been some
trickery going on.”

Jerry Ray said he didn't
believe his brother pianned the
escape.

“The guys he hung around
with, they didn't escape with
him.”

Jerry said he has not talked
with his brother since the es-
cape because James is being
held in solitarv confinement
for 30 days after the escape.

But ,,rison officials con-
tradict Jerry's version. séying
it was a well-planned escape
complete with a diversicn to
draw attention away fromt the
secluded section of the walled
prison vhere James Ray and
his comrades uzed a pipe lad- .
der to climb a wail and escape.

Ray was captured four days ;-

later hiding under a pile of
leaves in the wocded moun-
tains surrounding the prison.

Brushy Mountzin was con-
sidered escape precf but Ray
had ahways conternded he could
escape from any prison. He had
been o the run from an escape
from Jeiferson City prison in
Missouri when he became in-
in the King assassina-
tion.

Also, Jerry Rav claims that
the iederal cffic:ais did not
want .a Congressional in-

ationinto the Kinz asias-
and that the FBI and -
\,H were trying to stop Ray
from talking.
Jerry claimed the name of a




man on a card James had.at
, the time of the assassinatinn,
“-ard given him by the
" mysterious “'Raoul” who Fay
chiims planned the assassiha-
ticn, has been traced to the
CIA.

Jerry said that James

believes the Congressional in-

_quiry is his “last hope” in get-
ting to the truth in the events
surrounding the- assassination
of King.

Because of this, Jerry said
James has been extremely
cooperative with the panel giv-
ing them all the information he
has, including the name on the
card znd some phone numbers
given to him by “"Raoul.”

“He has given them every bit
of information he knows," Jer-
ry said. -

Jerry said he is constantly
besieged by reporters and FBI
men. “You just kind of live
with it,"”” he says.

He was working as a
nightwatchman at a.country
cluy near Chicago for the last
four years, but when the FBI
ana reporters came looking for
him, the club asked hira to
leave.

Bl
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TO: , DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) wumb~§
FROM:  SACQ, ,SPRINGFIELD (44-~561)

(]
SUBJECT: MURKIN e 3]
ha.v‘ecw‘wi 2W i N . e -
Re |Springfield airtel to the Bureau dated 6/23/77,
captioned “JAMES EARL RAY, Aka, ET AL, UFAC - ESCAPE",

Enclosed herewith for is the original and four.
copies of an LHM in captioned matter.

o

/ Enclosed for Chicago are two copies of LHM Chicago l

should disseminate information to Immigration and Naturaliz.;tlon
Service locallv. ;

. N [

Jreseivi, -
!

(RN TSP

2‘ ~ Bureau (44-38861) (Encls. 5)

@j— Chicago ((BEncls. 2)¢<pP H-l8 %4 _,///17L j

1l - Springfield (44-561)

: SEARCHED INDEXED s __ ./
I(*IQ_S/bbs . SEB'A“ZE,'g' ji.f‘!lm } 7 "{j’__,,w
) -+ w4
| - JUL 26 1977

Fm-cmc.\e ﬁb‘
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7/18/77 .

TO: |  DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: | SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

‘|, Re Springfield airtel to the Bureau. dated 6/23/77,
captioned “"JAMES EARL RAY, Aka, ET AL, UFAC ~ ESCAPE".
.- S Enclosed herewith for is the original and four
copies|of an LM in captioned matter. '
. Bnclosed for Chicago are two copies of LHM. Chicago -
" ghould|disseminate information to Immigration and Naturalization
Serv’i_c% locally. ' - ‘ .

¢

~ Bureau (44-38861) (Encls. 5) %7/'},/ ///7,’47‘0

2. chicago (Encls. 2)op [seancHel o woExey o )

Z

B N . ] - : i . . 2 L, ,_u__ .;7:!, . i m—

_ 1 - Spy ingﬁleld (4{4-—561) , Sﬁffffkl?g,;,’yg/ﬂuﬂg, /Z;v“lv
EAS/bbg L ' JUL 201977
- {5) : : .

FRILCHICAGO wamy

L
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