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» LA. Time§; peclal
'MEMPHIS—THe rifle be-

‘lieved to have been used to
slay Dr. Martin Luther King-
Jr. was purchased in Birming--

bam,. Ala., it was  learned;
Wedsbsday.

The Federal Bureau of In-
'vestigatibn ' refused to. com-.

ment, but informants said FBI
agents traced the rifle through
its serial number to a store in

B1rm1ngham and that it wasj_

purchased new over the-count-

er-a few days before the slay-
ing here last Thursday.
‘Tested By FBI

been

- The weapon, which h: }
-undergoing tests at thg FBI

: blue} leatherette case -confain-

ling & the - binoculars® were

entrance by a man who- was

after the slaying.

The binoculars. were pur-|
chased on the afternoon of the
slaying and the clerk-who
sold them has been inter-

‘Memphis police and the FBI.

" ¥ the man who purchased
the rifle in Birmingham and
the man who bought the binoc-
' ulars in Memphis is the same
| person who ~fled from the
‘roommg house, then at least
face
; it

Seen By Tenamt

labor{tory in Washingbn, is
a Remington 30.06 pump-action
rifle with a telescopic sight.
It -fires the same bullet as
the Army’s M-1 rifle.

Results of the laboratory
tests have not been disclosed.

It could not be detérmined
whether the telescopic sight
- also was ‘obtained in the Birm-
‘ingham ‘store -or whether the.
‘purchaser left any information
about his identity.

‘Authorities also have traced .
‘binoculars left near the scene
of “dssassination. by the

| Suspec d slayer. Thg binocu-{,
- was - learned- Wednes—_

lars,
-day,
Arms Co., a sportin

['store located about six’ blocks{ ;i
from ‘the rundown = rooming’ E

héuse where the slayer set up
h: .

. Besides the sales clerks, the
\others Mrs. Bessie Brew-
‘et, the] landlady who rented
an $8.§-a-week room 1O the
suspectt and ~ Charlie gh
Stephens, one of her tenant.

Mrs. Brewer and -Step ens»
were questioned again’
day by FBI agents and shown
a drawing of the suspect de-
veloped by the FBI from de-
scriptions.

‘Stephens told ‘the . Los An-
geles Times Wednesday that
the drawing did not resemble
‘the - fugitive and. was ‘much
.younger than the man. he re-
membered. - Mrs. Brewer sald_

viewed several times by|

{dropped on- the sidewalk a few
. feet from the rooming house ‘_- 51

seen leaving a few minutes |

four persons have seen his: [
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‘”--*‘i"rt. w’asﬁ"t the face 1 zo-.

- called,” Stephens said.
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ep
ml w1tnesses at Jlms
I »uext to the reoming

p
and that they noticed it was
gone shortly after 6 p.m. But
' none of them saw the suspect

The auto has not be
| rectly ‘linked to the abassi
‘a,l_thmigh U'S. Atty. Ger R

“This fsketch, distribute
polide all over. Mexicc
“saidbto resemble suspédte

slayer of Dr. Martin :iuther
‘King “Jr.. ‘A Mexico Cﬂy' 1
pohce arhst made 7
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aily News Wire Services

b
MINGHAM, * Ala. —-A
‘boarding - ‘house -.owner said
Monday - e had indentified a -
drawmg of ‘a'man-sought 'in
‘the: slaymg of the Rev. Dr .
Martin Luther ng dr; asta -
roomer known' by the nameJ
Eric Galt. - . -

consented to talk afte¥ the FBI
‘responded to his request that
it released him from a secrecy
‘pledge.

showed Him drawmgs about

last We esday, or two. days

before a car registered in the /

name of Eric Starvo Galt was
: founq abandoned in Atlanta.

. The car; a white Mustang
w1th an Alabama license tag,
‘matched the description of a
‘ear seen leaving the assassi-
nation scene in Memphls
Tenn., where Dr. King was
.shot Apr114

- Cherpes was shown g news-
‘paper . artist’s ‘drawing§ of the
" assassin. Mor

it was sfh like the dfawings
iexhlbne by federal .Aagents.
-Cherpes: s ald . the - ‘sketclies

©7n Galt rented a room from

id ; Birmingham creatmg a false i

“ilofa map’s ' fa

1Galt.

[ sdme name OF SIMilar Bames
‘from Virginia -to Florida and
'sifting -dogens -of stores
‘and busines§es in Birmiingham
for clues tof the missigg man.

The FBiflast Frida§ issued |

a “locate and notify” §i
for Galt in Florida: &t
‘the time the white Mustang
was being impounded in At-’
lanta. The' alert was. with-
drawn four hours later with
the explanation that # had:
been erroneous.

| Sincethen, the FBI has de-

| clined to say anything about |
Galt.” There was no warrant |-

. for . Galt, the FBI said last
\ Frlday

’hun Cherpes said, last fall, at

(about the time the hunted man |

obtained an Alabama drwer S
license.

. He also purchased with cash
a white Mustang from a Birm-
ingham car salesman.’ He lList-

‘ed his occupation as metchant
seaman, unemployed. :

THE POSSIBILITY has heen
raised f that the: mfsterious
white .
‘tioning} i
King d

identity. - . . .
Federal agents have 'coured :
Birminghdm showin

about the namse
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11;10n as 5—11 175 pounds, bmq

;’ state birth records, sta ez

tax records, credit records. Sl
T

‘eyes and brown hair—the same
general description as. that of
'a man° seen’ fleeing a Mem-
phis rooming house after the
: slaymg

WHO IS Enc Starvo Galt?
m is so

'ing

“I don’t guess there’s any|

such thing as a typical per-
son,” Davis went on. The best
he could recall was that Galt’s f
general

-seems,

-description , was|

The only Galt in the Blrm-f
mgham telephone §irectory is |
Galt, a-

.structor “a Mﬂes College, a;

predominantly - Negro private:
i school.
“We don’t know - thmg

ti's' wife:
oes, it

this  person,”

‘Hal Iy anyone

“brown hair and. blue' eyes, ..’

_about 511,

d Hill Hardy, who
works *the 3 p.m. to 1k:30 shift
-at a paper plant, said he had’
lived "at. the stucco rooming |
house since. it opened last

September.: But he "didn’t re-
member everseeing:-Galt.
Other boarders were unable
to remember much ¥ii any-
thing -about the marf'who had
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RMINGHAM Alaj—An el—
defly
sajf Monday that he had

- dde titied for FBI agents two
“sketches of a man knowii to-
him as Eric Starvo Galt,
-Wwhose name has become in-;

“Jolved in the investigation of

the slaying of Dr. Martin -

Luther King Jr. in Memphis.
Dr. King was slain by a-
sniper on Apnl 4.

Peter N. Cherpes, 72, speak-
ing to newsmen only after ob-
‘taimng permission from the
FBI to break a secrecy pledge,
“said he identified Galt last
Tuesday or Wednesday from
drawings—one profile ‘and one
full face—as the man who
boarded at his place for six
weeks, from Aug. 26, 1967, to
Oct. 7 ,1967. :

Cherpes also said that Galt
had received a package and
a letter from Chicago during/
his stay at the boarding
house. But it was not known
whether the mail was- con-
nected with the investigation.

= . Similar Sketches

Cherpes told reporters the

_prof§le sketch was Bimilar . to

boardinghouse& Kkeeper |-

dress .as: Pascagoula, ‘Miss.,
-and he said he planned to- sbay
three or four months.

“He told me," said Cherpes,
““that he 3 was .on a vacation. 1

months was an unusually long
vacation and I asked h1m
about it. -’

“Hg said he had been lork—

ing lIy hard and 1 dﬂ
a lodg rest,” Cherpes [saud
Chérpes said Galt told him
when he registered that he
had been working at- Ingalls

goula. .

In Pascagoula, a spokesman
for Ingalls said company rec-
ords show that no one by the
name of Galt has been em-
ployed there. -

Carefully Probed ;

He said it was ‘possible that
someone in a minor job, such
as a sweeper, could be em-.
ployed under a ficticious name,
But a majority of the ship-

Jonejdrawn by a]Memphis
ne’ per artist, With help
‘fron% an eyew1tness ‘ ’

Galt’s name entered the
case last Thursday when the
FBI office in Miami put out a
“locate and notify” bulletin-on
him over- Florida pelice com-]
munication facilities. The bul-
letin: was canceled a few hours
later without explanation.

Thursday efening, a g
whlt Mustang s1m11 r toone |

yard’s employes are carefully
investigated for secum/cy\rea-
sons, - he said. :

The spokesman sald the

\Sh1pbu“ldmg Corp.. in Basca— i

FBI has -checked ' company
petrsonnel records - atid - photo-
graphs of employes.

- Galt stayed only. six weeks
Cherpes said, and gave. no. ex~
_planation when he left. 7

Cherpes sald but was ref

ecause there was no fofward-

ng address.
The Birmingham post ofﬁce

could give no forwardmg ad-| | 5.;

dress for Galt.
Cherpes said he- would have

estimated Galt’s age-at from

25 to-30.. Galt’s driver’s li-
_thought that three or four. |

nse, issued - in Blrmmgham
st -Sept. 6, listed him at 36
nd. described him as being'5

t 11, 175 pounds, with brown

hair and blue eyes. -

Cherpes recalled th Galt
Tever had ‘any caller§ durmg
his' stay nor. any te phofie -
" calls.

|
¢
{
!
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time:

¢ | Galt “was above the -average
K __roomer in dress;’ tally and, ap~
- | pearance,”. Cherpes faid. “He,

i. “He dldn’t say much about

I Daily News Wire Sefyices

. BIRMINGHAM, Atla. — Eric
Starvo Galt, the mystery man
in the FBI’s investigation of-
the slaying 'of the Rev,.Dr.
‘Martin’ Luther King Jr., re-

«reglstratlon card in
h1s files. He found the card
then, but last week, when FBI
agents tracked Galt to the
rooming house, Cherpes . said

his family affairs, only’ that
he was- divorced. . He - only
talked about ‘the . weather,
never about politics or raciak
problems.”

He said: Galt asked him
shortly after he -moved into
the boarding house t0:go with

ceived a-package mailed from
Chicago while ‘he lived at a
.Birmingham tooming house.

Peter tholas Cherpes, - 72‘

said alt received the prepaid
pack e last September.

‘was about two feet ng and a
foot wide, Cherpes sakd.

The next day, Gak told: the
-landlord - he had received the
wrong package and was . re-
; turning it. “About a half hour
!later ”? Cherpes said, ““I saw
[ium carrymg the box 1o hls
car -

IN OCTOBER Cherpes sald

¥
[
s
i

“vance and left, saying he was
going to Mobile to seek a job.
. Gait told Cherpes he would not
;return,.but was expecting a.let-
“ter from Chicago ‘and wanted

him to hold it until Galt found’

~@-new tesidence. Cherpes said
; never saw Galt agam /

Galt paid a week’s rent. in ad-|

the registration card was miss-
CHERPES told newsmen
Monday that an artist’s con-

ver’s tESt

‘| ception of. the -man wanted in

Ity
weightd. about 25 pounds and.

 name Galt 'was an elaborate:
tly devised alias.- The man

it seems likely

icannot be traced before he:

|

\took a room in Birmingham
‘ last Aug. 26 or after his aban-
doned  auto was -impounded:
'by the FBI 1a’st week in At-
lanta ‘And “his ‘whereabouts
“petween Oct. 7, when he left
the rooming_house, and the
day ' his car %as beized also
are.a mystery. : .
His car fits the descr tmn
of “one scem leaving the Mem-
phis flophouse from which
the fatal shot was fired at’ Dr,
ng April 4 i
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m# on that.-basis. JIf
‘had asked for my.recor
dation, I. would have . investi-
; gated him more closely.”. .’

-

Yoia s,
i’i,/} g“'?{w’ 4 ¥

him downtown to take a driv-

“He was ‘a new man to Ala-

. i/;.«,

—
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-fneveals He Recelve
Chlcago Package

[From Tnbune Wire Services]
0 Blrmmgham, Ala., April 15—
A' rooming house owner said.
-foday-he has identified a draw-

ing of a man as that of a room-

er known to h1m as “Eric

l

Cherpes'saxd Galt stayed at
his rooming house from Aug.
Z6.to Oct. 7 last year. .

Géts Prepaid Package '

He said that during Septem-

- ber, ‘Galt received’ 2 ‘prepaid
¢ package in the mail from Chi-
. cago. He. said. it was about 2
i feet, long and 1 foot wide.
: Cherpes said Galt told him the |
. nex} day that it was the wrong |
. méchandise’ and thpt he|
i plapned to send it hac}.
" “®About half an hounglater 19
. saw Eum carrying thefbox to—
' His car, Cherpes said. i
i [In Chicago,-Marlin Johnson, 1
i Federal Bureou. of Investzgatzon‘
, agent-in-charge, refused .com-
ment Chzcago postal offwzals/“

ad -b

faif . a secrecy pledge. He said fhe

- FBI showed him the drawing
' ‘last Wednesday, two days be-
... fore a white Mustang registered
1" t{o Eric Starvo Galt was found

'become the object of a widen-
1 have .been contacting “persons
! with the same name or similar

* names in several states, includ-
" ing Virginia,

_1_ ha

" summer. They pointed ou
| it is virtually. impossibl

e FB. e i R s ¢ e s e

Cherpes saxdr 1t appea.red 1o
him the letter contamed al
check. ° p

When lie recelved the’ 1et

file to Jgok for Galt’s
tion . ¢ d and found§t. ;
wheii- Bp1-agénfs ¢amebto him:
last week; Cherpes salc%, it was
missing.

Cherpes said he conéented to
"‘talk after the FBI responded to’
his request to be released from

abandoned in Atlanta.
‘The man known as Galt has

_ing search by FBI agents, who

Alabama, and:
.Florida and sifting thru dozeils
of stores and businesses ‘in
-Birmingham for-clews to. the
missing man.

‘Hint Contrived. Identlty‘ Sk

Meanwhlle, there ‘were hints
that “‘Galt” mnever actually
existed, "but was a carefully
contrived identit y created
months ‘before Dr, ng was
assassinated. i

Authorifies in Atlanta i
cat they, feared the id| _tll;y
t be a blind set #p
er them in their mvestiga-

i It was ‘learned: that mves
tors havé been unable to tra
Galt’s -existence - beyond -

(o
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‘ driver’s hcensvek“
March 1, investigators: said.
~ Hint Sluppmg Link -

Officxals .have ™ shied awéy‘
from any discussion of Galt ex-
cept to say that 110 warrant has

the Seafarers Internatl al un-
ion, and the United States ‘coast
Vguard have been checked fhr

;Just as, mystenousl . ;
quest was wnhdrawn five hours :.ag
later that day in Dade county, ' ai
Fla! By ‘Friday, it.was estab- J
lished thaf the ,u.to had be_en

‘CHICAGO SUNDAY TRIBUNE

CHICAGO, TLLINOIS
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PAGE:7 COL:/ SEC:/
EDITION: 4 STAR FPINAL
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walk away.atasoa g
- 5, _12 hours ‘after i
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By Laurence Stern
' : Spectal from the Washington Post -~ L
WASHINGTON—Enc Starvo Galt was charged Wednesday mght w1th“f—
murder and conspiracy i 1n the gssassination §f Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. | -

* April 4 in Memphis. - The - {tate watrant djc nT CHICAGO SUN TIMES

The Federal Bureau of Inves- mentx any conspiracy. :
tigation first issued a fugitive | The 'FBI complaint charged CRICAGO, ILLINOIS
warrant charging Galt with that the cons pi La crzwwas =
consplracy, with anbther man, [] .-, 5
e slaying of the Nobel
~Prize jwinner and clvil rights

FOUR STAR FINAL

oargs A~ /0 O

PAGE : // CoL: vZ

,4_.,_—_‘

nouncement by U.S. || FBI spokesmen wduld_ ot

The f
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark was || elaborate on the identity of O ‘
the first official allegation || the other alleged consp:rﬁtorg A EDITOR: EMMETT DFDMON |

that Dr. King’s death was the |
result pf a plot. Shortly after ‘l'tographs of Galt in wh:
the mukder, Clark had asserted cifls surmised to be

> - ders “uniform 8
. jagket and black
ot in the phbt

CHICAGO OFT ICE

that lhe act was .

Five hnurs after he FBI*’ *ide
moved tp apprehend Galt a

ified as Galt “also kno y
as Hlarvey Lowmyer and Joh
Wiljard.”

t Peter Cerpes, Galt’s
former landlord whe once
identified Galt from S
of the man seen runni
the scene of the assassina-

Tennessee.
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don’t know, I just dor
if it’s him,” when
shown the FBI pic u
1 noticed was that he was
neat dresser. That’s a Notb—
ingelse.” . :
Charhe Stevens, who
in the rooming house ‘and sa
the killer, said the photograph
“‘doesn’t register.” &

The itinerant Galt, said o ;L

have worked as a cook on
Mississippi river boats, as a
merchant seaman and as a
professmnally trained barten-
der, was described by the ¥BI
as “arjhed and dangerous}’ -

The ¥BI statement said fhaty
Galt bqught a 1966 white M
fang, a ma]or clue in t_he.

Rz Y

mphis and | yated from a Dbartenfling
tor J. Edgar course flast March 2, the bu-
2 - . reau afserted. =
a Was reported to have: The fannouncement pomted

erhi

'then he left for Atlanta.

fine. The warrant charged' :
| _“On or about March 29, at
am, Ala. ... Eric
( nd an individual
alleged to be his|

(ing house on S. Main St. in
. Memphis

“an av1d dancer” and said
he took- dancmg lessons in
New Orleans in 1964-1965, and

- | December, 1967, to Febrt ry,
1968. In Los Angeles he

s on April.3 out tha# Galt traveled from
4 ‘the FBI said, all_d Los Angeles to New Orleans

equipped with a telescoplc
sight was foum@™Tiear a room- |

immedia
the murder of Dr

e name for nearly a
re_still is no cer-

_in Long Beach, ~Calif,, fr;om
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ALLEGED m
BE BROTHER

Photo, Aliases of|

~ Fugitive Bared |

Y WIL IAM KLING
[Cmcaso Tripune Press Service]

Washingtory, April 17—A fugi-
tive warrant® for the arrest of
Eric Starvo Galt was obtained
today, charging conspiracy in
the fatal shooting of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. in
Memphis on April 4.

The warrant was issued by
United States Commissioner
Mildred F. Sprague in Bir-
mingham, Ala5=s¥==eomplaint
filed by the Federal Bureau of

Investlgatmn v
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THEN Herb Alpert a
Monda; r the -

At 8:30 tonig]
ourlong look at

“‘Not the Man’ / 3
Charles Stevens [right], whose description of Dr. Martin Luther iraliforni
composite drawing by newspaper artist Bill Harrington [left], said pictit Bermuda in
‘man he saw in rooming"housg on dayr ofﬂ;.-ging’-rs_'\?‘layihg.;: ey :
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spent $700 in-thfée months on

,dancmg and bartending lessons; |
The managers of a dancing

school and a bartendmg school

told newsmen they- identified a

former pupll as “Galt, ‘who is

‘wanted . in ‘thé. slaymg of Dr.

Martin Luther ng Jr on Apnl

4 in Memphis; . :

A FBI Clrculate Photo
Rod Arvidson, *'46, " general
manager of Natxonal ‘Dance

Studios, said he -notified “the

BI Saturday after recognizing
alt from a composite drawing

% a.newspaper. =

$“He's certainly no nl

-Aryidson said. “He had tfouble

coordinating * one foot  with

another.” -

A photo of Galt clrculated by

‘the FBI was obtained Tuesday

from. the ;[nternahonal School

of Bartendmg, the ; school’
director said. - The. dn'ector,

Tomas Reyes Lau, said aman

called Eric S. Galt was gradu-

,ated from:the Hollywood school

March 2 after an excellent

record in a $225- four-week

course, which he attended

Sdturday mornings. and Sunday
.afternoons. .\ .

' Fidgety Manner

L. Galt’s application” listed - his |

; address as Hollywood and his

, “birthdate as July 30, 1931, and

| stated. he was- smgle The FBI

tdn Washmgton 'said-the- wanted:

" As-agstudent of 'bartendmg
and da mg, not only Lau and
o} but twodance

S

e - measeim £ g imra e 8 8 At s = s rs m s e £ t0n s
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A 'T:mes Spectal .
YWOOD—Eric Starvm
rime suspect in the|
;. murder of Dr.’
Martin Luther
King Jr., em-
erged THurs:
day as: ‘
"A fervient
supporter™ of
the . presiden-
tial ‘bid ot}
2 | fo’rmer_'Al-
ERIC"STARVO . abama GovV.

-Wallace. .

‘An anti-Negro who once._ got
into a wild argument at a
Hollywood cocktail lounge
with a girl who defended Ne-
groes.

A man who made at Ieast
one mysterious trip- in recent
“ months to New Orleans, a fact
which appears to:be of great
mterest to the FBI.

" A steady drinker,” altdrnate-
ly. moody and. contentifus in
,pubhc

This picture came ito fo-
cus as the result of a series
of efclusive . interviews con-
efl by the Los Angeles

me§ with persons who |
knewGalt when he lived here.

A songwriter whom Galt
,,drove to’ New- Orleans and

back in a white Mustang in ‘;
; December .said he had a i’

impressxon that. -the |
t was not usmg h*is

o June -pri ‘ary ballot.

GALT - George C 

names he reportedly wused,”

:;_ Stein said = that after he

Stem said his sistef, Rtta,
had“made the arrangements
Whlle at the Sultan Roomi
loinge, she had Tlet it be
known that her two children
had.tp return soon. from her
sistér’s home in New- Orleans.
Galt. said he would be going.

there ‘and agreedto tgke Stein-
along to fetch the clildren if

Stein :fd sign upffor Wal-
lace

ext day, -Stein - said,
Galt cked him up at ‘the
sister’s home and drove him

to. Wallace headquarters.
"‘I’ thought he was -some

kmd f polmclan,” Stem re-

‘ordinator for Wallace “in Call-
fornia, disputed thls ik
~ “We checked all of our name
files here—particularly - those:
from the North Hollywood of-
fice—and found nothing under
the name of Galt or the other

| Walters said.

had registered : for Wallace's
. American - Independent Party,:
he and ‘Galt departed for New'
Orleans. -~ ‘
Galt ,d tiot disclose wh % he_’
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‘g tltiqus .identity,” Stein:
I got these vxbratmns
;{ dont thmk 1t 5 real !
A ':

-Galt. told hIS passenger he

ad: st sold a-bar. m Mexx-

9y
V. .

Durmg the«dnve the suspect
,also temarked ‘that he liked
Lo hunt, Stein said. " .
" Steird said- that"at one point
‘brought up the subject of
race. with- Galt,” commenting ,
{'that “the ‘same Creator made '
everyhody and that color is
Just incidental. He said Galt
was noncommual;:- :

*- Stein said- he. beheves the
suspect made & subsequent
{rip to New Orleans,

~ “1 heard he was asking peo-
ple if they wanted him te drop |
anything off while he was
“down there,” Stein said, -
*"Stein' said FBI agents have
bee visiting hini - almost ev=:

ay, showing great interest
e- suspeci%l activities -in

Orleans, ¥e said, how-
ever, that he and Galt went

what his compamon was up to.,
At the time of the trip; Galt

apartyent. Residents there
‘either .did ‘not know or -re- |
mamed tlght lipped: about him.

However, Galt subsequently

.Stabhshm g )

| their separate ways while .in |
that ¢ity, and he had.no idea |!

‘Was starving in a Los Angeles .

agd, .according . to ‘bartender
Bo Del Monte, G§lt was “a
nightly patron. He ould.come:
matamundspm.,perchon
a stool near the door, and or-
1 der the. first of several screw- |
drivers (vedka and orange !
juice). -

Adele Lewis, who was work-
ing there at the time, recalled
. that ‘Galt often got into argu-
' ments ‘when he tried to’ stnke
up conversations.
: “H one asked if b

“Huh, you think you’re too
good,” Galt bristled, accord-
ing to Miss Leéwis.

But the thing everybody at
the}Rabbxts Foot Club reg_e_m-

disbute he got into.

im Morrison, who wés. the
bartender that night, recalled:
that Galt was talking with a
young woman named Pattie.
Somehow the conversation
turned to Negroes; and she de-
clared them to be “good peo-
ple »

Suddenly, Galt began drag-
ging her by the arm toward
the door.: ’

pedks most about Galt is t big—

 tomer who had been datingthe

_and Galt fled.” - \

stmckmthenea by 2. 10C

| Galt with his eyes."clo

tion.. “
“§ here,”

“’ll drop you otf in Watts,
. redommantly Negro

| girl followed me pair outsixi;e, I

", A short time later, acccrd-
! ing to Del Monte, 2 Negro® was'

‘the. bartender quoted Ga ‘
| saying. 4

‘\ DelMonte smd Galt otwe:.‘
tried to-begin a, conversatlpnﬁ_

>1w1th a- Negro g1r1 ‘but;
walked away from him...-."
Nobody interviewed -at

I

'Lered Galt. giving his hame €.
fact, ‘nobody realized who.

in néwspapers on Thursd;
Del Monte said. the: photo»

caused

Del Monte said. Galt usuall
‘had four or five: Screwdnvem
a mght e ‘ﬁg
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i Rabbits Foot Club remem-j

was until his picture appeajf'edv

INDEXED _..




19. The apphcahon Tisted a Hollywood hotel as- hls home address and a pre:vmus work' al‘?Qﬁ
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> BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (UPI)
~FBI sources. indicated
Thursday that -informa-
“tiont. from- an-alleged conspir-
e assassination of
Luther King Jr.
ead{them to Eric Starvo]
Galt, thef accused killer. ~
An FBI spokesman in
Washmgton ‘said - “the FBI has
flo one in custody in connec-
tion with Dr. King’s slaying,”
but-- another source- indicated
the” FBI was either in com-
munication with or question-.

ing -the ‘“‘alleged brother’ of |’

Eric Galt. The Dbrother. _has
not ‘been charged

After -Galt bought -a rifle
from a -sporting goods store
here: March 29, sources said,
he took it to the “alleged
brother” who was quoted as
saying' the ..243 Remington
rifle was “dot- the gun we
need.” . Galf returned to the |
sperting goods store -and
swapped the. first: rifle for a
.30-068 Remington pump action
rife on March 30, sources
close to-the investigation said.

Tests Kept Secret -

The FBI has refused to say
what ballistics tests on t-
Wea on, found near the ‘M

i wy

FBI agents beheved at one
point Wednésday that they
- had tracked, Galt- down. Some-|
where in California, sources
close to the 1nvest1gat10n dis-
'closed Thursday.. :

-crime.” -

'I’he' tlp reportedly came fmm

other co - conspirator in' the
killing.

It apparently was because
of the expected impending
arrest that authorities ob-

tained a first-degree murder |

‘warrant against Galf, and also
a federal warrant charging

| him with conspiracy.

Where in California author-
ities ‘expected to make the ai-

rest was mot disclosed,’ but-
Galt is known to have spent

time in the Los Ange!es area.
‘Tip Believed Wrong
Sources - said that the tip
was wrong, or that Galt—if he
is in California — eluded au-

thorities. = - -
_ Galt was charged Wednes-

'day. on a federal warrant

signed by FBI- agent Joseph
H. Gamble and U.S. Comr.

Mildred F. Sprague with con-’

spiracy to violate the civil
rights of Dr. King. ’

All copies of thé warrants.
from the charge were in FBI |

hands and not being released
publicly. The complaint. from
which the warrant was drawn
said the charge was based in
part on “identification” fof the
gun used by defendan¥4(Galt)
found at the scene -

: Thousands of
white’ wanted posters - were
distributed throughout the na-
tion Thursday describing Galt
as

Willard: -and - Harvey Lowmy
er, an& carrymg the FBI,s

the “alleged brother” or some |

1 filed against Galt in Memphis,

‘Memphis police were known: to

‘el Motel in ‘that city that'a X

the FBI pictm:e and sa,xd i “Noy

black-and- |

s “extremely dangerous,” |
listing ' his aliases ‘as John |iia

5 pé cial Vemergency': ..phone
number in Washington; NA 8§
7117, ﬁp%?d'ns to can with
information.

Motel Visit Told

Although no 'copies: of the || ¢
first-degree murder warrant| .-

were -publicly -~ distributed, -
be: investigating a report. ‘by
.a night ‘desk clerk at the Reb-

‘man registered as - Eric S.
Galt on April 3 and a Whlte
Mustang auto with Mexican
tourist stickers was parked at
the motel. . , -
- The clerk, Ivan B. Webb, Y

said .the man apparent;y‘ did
not leave the motel rdom dur- |
ing the night, which. was the
night before Dt:” King -was
shot, and that room lights re-*
mained on’all night. . |CRICAGO, ILLINOIS
S, koperator of

ICHICAGO SUN TIMES

FOUR STAR FINAL
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identified
by FBI

Daily News Wire Services

. WASHINGTON — The FBI
Friday identified Eric Starve

Gault, sought in the murder of - .

the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., as' James Earl Ray,
an escapee -from the Missouri
Penitentiary who once lived in
Chicago.

-‘Ray, 40, omgmally of Alton,

TIL,,

, once was arrested in Chi-

sfrved time in state prifon-at
Joliet and Pontiac,. IH

by pohce of the Chl-
rict. -

‘Eri Ga'lf’ﬁ

i cgeo. for armed robbery and - {*

. Police’. records in - icage -
show Ray- was .arrest May'

monthf. -
RAY WAS charged th
robbjng. Earl Docker, a fYel-
low Cab driver, and Louis
Knox, who then lived\ at 6945

N. Paulina. The robbery took

placé“at 2:55 am. in front of

| 19 W. Delaware.
He agpeared in: Felony Court 1

before Judge “Matthew Harti-
gan and was ordered held to

“the grand jury. Ray: posted
?33 000 bond, and on June 13,

term of 1t02 years in Joliet
penitentiary, but polIce rec- |
ords show he served his. tlme |

at Ponutiac pefitentiary.
He was released Mar‘

1954,, at the explratlon of
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1 - SAID, Ray hasl
B-'-xde, .Tames Walton, ,W'\:
Herron and Jameu O’Conner. !

Ray - claims to have been
bern' in Tlnois
—but the FBI did not say‘

38 ser"i“g 2 where. He is about 5-feet10,

year sentenoe for an arnied weighs 163 to 174 pounds; has i
rgbbery " in’ St. Louis - ‘and op- blue eyes and L hair and~
-erating -a motor vehicle with- two séars: A smﬁl%%ﬁh the ¥
‘out he owner’s permission. - center of his forehead and
~ “The FBI said Ray has been another on the palm. of hlS
a- -federal- fugitive since last! g :
July 20, when an FBI com- ——
plaint .was filed. at Jefferson
City chargmg him with unlaw-
fully -fleeing from Missouri to
avoid confinement.

- Ras, gwho had been at the
prison Jsince March .17,
spent.spme time in Septe' 3
1966, iff the maximum se@urity

Fulton, Mo.

THE MAN known as Galt
‘was ¢h ged WednéSday with

He, also is charged in a fed@ral
‘warrant with/ conspiracy d
murder m “the ng assassma- :
tion.., '

A drlfter since he left school
ini‘the: 10th grade at Alton, the |

: Jame Earl Ray, ahas Eric
eceived a three- || Starvo Galt. ~ ‘

; e’ at hard labor o
eing- driink -and “break-
g’ arrest while'in the army.-
. Ray—who works as a baker,

laborer and color matcher—
has an ‘arrest record datmg at
Jeast “ to 1949 when he was

convicted: for burglary in Los
Angeles He also Was«convu:ted
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e |
Slaying,
_ [Chicago Tribune Press Servicel
. Washington, April 20—James
‘Earl Ray, 40, sought under the
name of Eric Starvo Galt in the
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., was added to the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation’s
list of “10 most wanted men”

today.

The aim is to get the widest |

possible circulation of Ray’s
photograph and description in
hopes of an early arrest, said
J. Edgar Hoover, FBI director.

The escaped convict “has|
been the suf)ject of a massive |

and intensive search” since
King was shot from a nearby
flophouse as he stood on the
‘balcony of a Memphis motel
April 4, the FBI said.
Had Ample Funds.
Actually, Ray is the 11th man
on the “most wanted” list. The
_extraordinary move indicated
that the FBI has given highest
priority to his capture. .

[N. Y. Times-Chicago Tribune Service]
Birmingham, Ala., April 20
- —Eric Starvo Galt, whom the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion has accused of conspiring
to kill Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., seemed well supplied with
money when he lived in Bir-
mingham last fall creating a
fictitious identity.
agents have found where
nt more than $4,000, but
they{have been unable to d
he worked during tHat
period, or if he worked at all.
Pays Cash for Car
While he was in Birmingham,
Galt apparently kept his money
in a safe deposit box at the
Birmingham Trust National
bank. . < e :
On ‘Aug. 27, 1967, William D,

price at all,” said Paisley. Galt

ay, S
0o Mos

Paisley, the sales manager of a
Birmingham lumber company,
said he sold Galt a 1966
Mustang for the $1,195 asking
price. ‘‘He didn’t try to cut the

paid cash, Paisley said.

During the six weeks that he
resided in the Birmingham
rooming house Galt’s living
expenses averaged at least $50
a week. He paid $27 a week for
his room. For this he was
entitled to eat dinnerat ghe
rooming house, but much of he
time he ate elsewhere.

At $50 a week, a figure which
a source in the justice depart-
ment said probably was low,
Galt spent $1,650 for rooms,
meals, and incidentals from
Aug. 27 thru April 4, the date
King was shot to death in

‘Memphis.

Sought in King
t Wanted List

[AP Wirephotol

House at 1021 W. 9th st. in Alton, IIL, is }:)eli'eved‘gq be | "b“ ug
the birthplace of James Earl Ray. : M
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Ia. There is no record of a|
conviction. S
Ray wis arrested in Alton,

Ray was born in Alton on
March 10, 1928. His father,
James Earl Ray Sr., is listed

; ) as a laborer on birth records ., on July 23, 1951, for shav-
‘ H a S L o n R C o r d there. His mdther is Mrs. Lu- |ing no operator’s license fand
: . cille Ryan off St. Louis. no city Jicense.

Less than a year latef he
was seized in Chicago after

He dropped}out of schfol in
the 10th grade, and left jAlton
to join the army in 1946.

Ray was given a general
discharge in December, 1948,
for ineptness and inability to

- BY WILLIAM GARRETT bread box in the frear of
the truck, Swenson sgid, and

7 ‘
Months before James Ea.rl’ jum off before thé truck

Ray, 40, was being hunted in' 5o 4o the prison farm.

 the assassination of the Rev.|™ 5, two other occasions he

Martin Luther King Jr., the (¢ reported missing but was

 big

CHICAGO AMERICAN

Federal Bureau of Investiga-
Ition was on his trail.

_ That’s nothing new, tho. Ray
has escaped or tried to escape
frofn authorities so many times
he { was given the nigkname

“The Mole” in the Wissouri
State penitentiary at Jefferson
City, Mo. :

The FBI has been looking
for Ray since a federal war-
rant was issued charging him
with unlawful flight across

of the Missouri prison April
23, 1967.

Worked in Food Service

Harold Swenson, the prison’s
warden, said Ray apparenily
‘escaffed in a : bread | truck.
Swerson said Ray worked in
the prison’s food servicg.
ing land had access fo trucks
that delivered bread baked in
the prison to prison farms
elsewhere.

Ray must have hidden in a

state lines after he broke out'

' found in the prison both times.
| Ray was found hiding in a
ventilator shaft while trying to
escape on March 14, 1966.

On Nov. 19, 1961, Ray tried
to scramble over the wall
using, a ladder, but the ladder

-

{colla sed.

Except for his esca ai-

‘tempts, Ray had - a relgtively
good prison record, Syenson
said. He described Ray as “a
loner,” saying he had “no
close associates or friends.”
Ray was taken to the Mis-
souri prison after being con-
victed for the 1959 holdup of
a St. Louis supermarket. He
was sentenced to 20 yegrs.

Polige said Ray and fanother |
man pad robbed an m, IlI.,
supermarket of $1914 earlier
that year. ,

adapt to army life.

Army records ' show Ray
served 3 months at hard labor
for drunkenness and breaking
arrest.

A year
the army,

Ray ran after being sur-
prised by the assistant mana-
ger. A parking lot attendant
grabbed Ray, but he broke
away, droppmg his army dis-
charge papers and a bank
book.

Four days later, the atten-
dant saw Ray emerging from a
bank and alerted police.

Ray was sentenced to 90 days
in the County jail for second
degree burglary and was
placed en 2 years’ probation.

.| Other Arrests Listed”

In 1950, Ray was arrested

% | Bomn in.19>28' -

for vagrancy in Cedar Rapids, |
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Vhal;ever he pleased
ey called him ‘the mole,’

o-_“ed any prejudice| toward |

Escapes, in Bread Truck
- “He was a loner while in
prison,” Swenson said. ‘‘He
was not agressive in manner,
but the general feeling among

prisoners was that he was a
man to be left alone.”

~ Ray was unsuccessful in two’
escape attempts at the Mis-
souri prison. He made it on his
third try, hldmg in a bread
truck.

After one of his escape fail-

ures, Ray was sent to a prison |

hospital in Fulton, Mo., for a
mental checkup. Dr. Donald B.

Peterson, hospital superintend- |

ent, commented:

| “We ggve him our Grade A,
Class I workup. We fo no

mental disease or defect ith- |

in the law.” -
' Served 7 Years

Ray had served 7 years of a|

20-year sentence for the 1959
armed robbery of a St. Louis
‘supermarket when he fled.

In his home town of Alton,
Ill, his reputation is well
known Police Chief William H.
Peterson described Ray as Ha
dirty-necked thief who slept all
day and stole all night.” -

“His record is as dirty as
‘he is,” Petersen said.
~ Mystery About Lessons
~ The FBI has yet to explain
why, in its Wednesday state-
ment, it said Galt took dancing
lessons in New Orleans in 1964
and 1965. Ray was in the Mis-

souri prison then.
- The federal warrant fof Galt
acqused him of conspiring with
an | {‘alleged brother” in the
de_’ h of King.
‘There are indications, how-
, that the FBI referred to§
. broths(xi merely because

cy charge.
fembers of Ray’s faniily re-

Portedly are cooperating with
authorities,

In
warr

' Tennessee murder charge
Tennessee authorities ar

| pected to ask

tence for Ki

55

addxtlon to the federal

ex-
the death sen-
ng’s. slay 55

J. EDGAR HOOVER
Directs Search
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[CHICAGO'S AMERICAN Photo] -
SRS )

BUILDING at 853 Fullerton av., now an apartment
building, once was a rooming house. James Earl Ray,
sought in connection with the assassination of the Rev.
Martin Luther King, said he lived here in 1952.

/
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‘even 'fdr roaches

known 4s Lafayette Square.

Today, ‘the neighborhood -is -

_run down, like thg threg-story

Itis. a sad tattered plaoe in

\

) dllap1dated boardmg house .
” where: Ray lived, 1L

"THE MAN.. who ' lives in
Ray’s old room was a shab-
bily .dressed  derelict. He was -
playing “solitaire in. his .10-by-
0. foot _room. that has one

n what was | once a :f
‘nable part 'of town

;1 ki 'or and
~.. ‘dirty green wallpaper. Lo
There'- is’ 4 single bed, anv o
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By FBI

By Art Petacque

James ™ Earl Ray, - 40,
suspected as the slayer of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., is. a
former Chicago .resident -who

‘the last week by FBI agents,.
The Sun-Times learned Fri-
day. .

Ray, also known ‘as "Eric

‘has been sought here during|

Statve Galt, is a native of!

quented " learn - to - dance stu-|
digs.

~ For thls reason FBI] agents
i last_four -or fi days

e studios in Chicago, and

probébly more, " looking - for

him;. '
"3 Names Checked -

The Sun-Tités leatned that

age:nts supphed dance studlo

-Alton, IIl, and apparently is|
an avid dancer who fre-: .

f checked at leaft four

aTéed four aliases — James

lliamgHerron and James

-the bartenders’ union, carry-|

.Fullerton, where i

- watch commarnder of the 8th
;’;Dlstmct and hig~ partner
_ John Mthmough ‘since - res

McBride, James Walton, Wil-

: O’Copnor, -
Inftheir manhunt he FBI
agengs ' checked 53,000 finger- |:
prints with the printg found

in the King killing.
Besides - dance studios, “they
checked bartender schools and’

ing with them at least two
photos of Galt.

When they learned- from the
fingerprints that Galt really
was Ray, they began a re-:
check of every place they had
visited previously.

It was learned that agentsA
called at the four Fred As-
taire Dance Studios at 32 W.
Randolph, 1623 W. Melrose,
4077 N. Mllwaukee and 2144
W.-95th.

Also checked was a flfth
studio, the Winn School of
Music and Dancing, 3845 W.

lived in Clncago fo"
aboft nine months in the ear:
50s. On May 6, 1952 he
was_ arrested by Chlcago Av
detéctive ‘George Green, n0w

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

iy

CHICAGO SUN TIMES
CHICAGO, TLLINOIS
FOUR STAR FINAL

DATE: f// 0 - @/ |
PAGE: / coL: 7/

EDITOR EMME'IT DF‘DMON

£ s ey

CH ICAGO OFF IC;((




Jp() ce that he worked as a
’1 iborer - at - 409 E. Ohio and

‘‘been
tonths. He was arrested at
19 W. Delaware, and charged
with the- robbery -of Louis
_'Qx then of 6945 'N.. Pau-
_va,‘ pohce records show.
'""(No one in the area around
853 /W. Fullerton- remembers
I,,R-ay.)

- He was also charged with
. robbing a “Yellow Cab Co.
" driver, Earl Docker.

.
I
1
&
\
i
4

Knox was .a -passenger in ff’

the.cab driven by Docker.

in Chlcago nine i

service for
lack .of adaptability’for_nﬁlie
tary service.’

‘Ray’s pnson record says he
was. a - mi .policeman ,
while serving in Germany.

Records show his religion to
be~ Baptist, and his ancestry
English and German.

The mother apparently re-'
married and is listed as Mrs.
- Lucille Ryan, of 214 Spring,
‘Quincy, IIL, according to - .
nois prison records.

- Ray also had-an arrest rec-v
ord-in Alton. - - . .

Police. Chief Wﬂham H Pe-_
tersen .recalled. him as a

| The gun used in the robbery | Wegne

| was not found.
Ray was held to the “Cook

County grand jury on $3,000 |

bond by the late Felony Court
Judge Matthew Hartigan. He
. was convicted and sentenced
. on June 4, 1952, by Judge Wil-
'bur Crowley to' one t0 two
- years in prison.
- He was taken to Stateville
" Penitentiary at Joliet where
'mhe wore prison No.
and.on July 7, 1952, was trans-
ferred to Pontiac (Ill.) Refor-
matory, where he wore No.
19121,

He served his full term and
was discharged on March 12,
1954, )

I

It was learned that . Ray ‘

was born
Alton, Ill in the
W. 9th. His ather was

ome

! . her'Ra

"He was their first son, rec-
'‘ords * in: the Madison. County
show.

- liveréd him.

32419, |

one-year suspended sentencé
for vagrancy -again.

at 102
James,} a laborer} and his
i mother as listed agLucy Ma- :

Courthouse at Edwardsvﬂle.;_

A Dr. DaVld Duggan de- i

| lucky” person who liked to
2l sing with hillbilly bands. * :
He said he remembered: Ray
fmm the time Burford woi
I in a hillbilly band in tH:
' Tavern in Alton.
“He used 'to come in ¢

“ineptriess - and-1

“dmtwiecked ;hmf who slept.

5. | was state’s attorney at "

On' Jgly 19, 1951, Ray. was
| arrested for not having al.
[driver’s license. Also in July,!
1951, he received a 90-day sus-
pended sentence for vagrancy. |
j| In August, 1954, he was ar- |
rested for burglary, and in
January, 1955, he received a

Bernle Burtford, 57, who
said he knew Ray in  Alton
i| déscribed him as’ a “happy-go-

Ray alst
-and later ~waj
St. Louis:-for - arme

and was: swg 2(} years
‘in prison as.-a: abxl;ualv cum1~
nal, Petersen. ‘recalled. - :
It -was  while servmg thls

rterm that Ray escaped.’

Since™ then; - he ~has been
sought -by the FBI on a.com-
plaint filed in Jefferson City,
Mo., charging him with. un-
lawfully fleeing Mlssoun\
. to avoid confinement.

A Chicago Police Depart-w
ment photograph of = Ray:.:
showed a man with dark,
straight hair parted on "the:
left side, clean shavenystand-’

Chief Judge John S. B
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By Robert L. Jackson and Ronald J. Osfrow
; Specral from’ the Los Angeles imes

: Erlc Starvo Gait the shadowy suspect in he slaymg Gf Dr Martm« :
- Luther King Jr., was identified Frlday by the FBI as an escaped armed

robber and car thlEf whose real name is James Earl Ray.

The Federal Bureau of In-|
"ed of fprging postal ey

vestigation. said it uncovered
Ray, 40, by tediously matchmg
faint fingerprints-found in the
two -week-old - investigation
against: those“of thore than 53,-
000 fugitives- described. in FBI
files.

‘Ray, who employed a var-
iety. of other aliases during an.

"18-year crime career, iS now|

-:the object of one of the great-
‘est- manhunts in histery in-
volving - FBI;~ and State and

local police across the coun- ||

try.
Eacaped A Year Ago’

. Ray escaped April 23, 1967,
from the Missouri State Pen—
itentiary at Jefferson. City. He'
had served seven years of 4
20:yeay sentence foryf the -$120
arnteg robbery of
-Supertharket.-and- fof
a-card- : i

His - arrest tecord, the FBI

stealing

said; traces: pack to 1949 when. }|

he:was; conv1cted of a Los An-
’geles burglary for which he
S tlme in the county ]all

:St.” Louis |

sons. In 1955, he was .congict- .

orders # Missouri and senfen-
ced to the federal penitentfary
at Leadenworth, Kan., unfil
1958. In 1960 he was imprison-
ed for the armed robbery. =~

After at-least one urisuccess-
ful attempt o escape from the
Missouri prison, Ray made his

ibreak  last year, apparently

hiding-in a bakery truck that
was making deliveries outside
the - walls to prison honor
farms.

An’ unsuccessful escppe at-

he underwent “mentalvv
observation” from Sept,§8 to_
Oct. 21; 1966. . i
-Dr. ponald Peterseg, haspi

supe: tendent ¥ 3
should “not be conmdered “an |
emental patxent e I-lg
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of defect;””

“well. behaved with us” and
exhibited no strong racial
. prejudices or other - psycho-
logical quirks.

While at the mental hospital,
Ray was confined to a maxi-

mum security ward for the

criminally insane.

‘Ray’s. hospital records listed
a brother, ‘Jerry Ray, ‘'of Post
Office Box 22, Wheeling, . Il
In addition; a wanted poster
issued by Missouri: authorities
when Ray escaped from prison
last year - also listed ‘a John

Ray of St. Louis as a brother. |

No ‘trace of either brother
could be found by reporters
Friday, and the FBI declined
comment when asked about
them.

Warrants Still Apply

The FBI conspiracy charge |

filed Wednesday again st
“Galt” said he had conspired
against Dr. King with an un-
named brother. Sources. have
since suggested, however, that
only one suspect is being
sought.

The conspiracy warrant

against “Galt,” as well as a
later Tennessee- first-degree
murder charge against him, .
still apply. against Ray, fed-
eral sources said. -

The FBI said all ivities
and ‘travel previously§ attri-
buted fo “Galt” actudly ap-
ply tof Ray—with one excep-
tion. "The - bureay had - said
“Galt™} toock dancing lessons

in. New Orleans in 1964 and
1965, but, this was an. error
since the. suspect was in pris-
onat the time. :
wﬁuﬁmﬁﬁes said Ray. did at-

s 10 ewdence
er- of any mental di-
Peterson
sald. He said the prisoner was

The bureaw's dossier ~on
Ray indi}cfma.has been a
drifter., He has worked as a

baker, laborer and color
matcher. )

A 1960 prisen photograph re-
leased Friday by the FBI,
with front and side views,
showed a slightly thinner face
with sharper nose than the
“Galt” photo distributed
Wednesday.

~Army Record Tainted

During almost two decades
of, arrests and convictions,
Ray has used such aliases as
James McBride, James Wal-
ton, W. C. Herron and James
O’Conner, in addition to Har-
vey Lowmyer, John Williard
and Galt.

His army record, too, was

tainted. After enlisting at East
St. Louis, Iil.; in 1946 — at the
age of 17 — he was sentgnced
to three months’ hard Jabor
for drunkenness. and bregking
arrest. ‘

He waq given a general dis-

" charge in December, 1948, due,

to “ineptness and ‘lack of
adaptability for military serv-
1ce," the FBI said.

i
1959 aﬁer hls"
on.a charge of rmed
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_ This phd of James Earl Ray was faken in - This drawing. was issued by the I‘=Bl ‘after
1959 byfkthe St. Lovis police after he was the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King 4.
arrested” and “charged with the armed It was composed from descriptions- of ‘a .
robbery of a.grocery thare... - - - man calling himself Eric Starvo Galt.
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By Joe Cappu

Janeo Earl Ray ya:,sed ,
throvgh many places—and had
run-iys with the law ia sev-
eral of them, mcludmg Chi-
cago—befvre he became one
of the nation’s most wanted
men. '

The 1llinois native wanted on
charges of murder and con-
spiracy in the assassination of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. is described by the |
FBI as a loner and a drifter—
not unlike some other :igures
in récent history, Richard
Spec. and Lez Harvey Oswald.
", Asiwas the case with!Speck
jand ,}Oa\,ald a sensational

;mu.f,fler case has wiau! lted Ray |
frorL obscurity., |

_ RAY KNOWN as Eric Starvo
" 1 Galt to millions of Americans,
i did not spend much time in
Chicago. He does not seem to
have spent much time any-
where since the end of his 17th
year. '
© Ray came here late in 1951
and moved into a raodest room
at 803 W. Fullerton, owned by
thg) McCorrick Theological
Seininary.

At one point, Ray listed his
place of employment as 409
E. Ofio, where he said he was
a L—mt. A pr‘mﬂiﬂ”’ com-
3 2 :gne,

: - however, ;58 ‘
i ordof hxr—‘x it
- Another emplover he listed
-was the Avery Corp.. 3500 N.
.Kimball, but it has no regord
of Jymes Earl Ray.
ABOUT 1:30 A.M. on May 6,
:195)!, Ray -hailed a! Red Top
taxi on the Near North Side

i and ordered the driver to take -

i the’Rush St. district.

}um to State dnd Dnim.aue in
‘ 1
{/hen they reached <he des-
tigeiion, the driver,” Louis
Kiiox, of 6945 N. Paulina, said
Ray put a gun to his head
and demanded money. As
Knox turned over $llqto the *
bandit, Robert Evehart,
7404 Ny Overhill, saw what

ar
(=248

. Uy . i
was happening and “hailed a

squad chr.

The policemen, George
Green, now watch command- |

er at the Chicago Lawn D‘»-L

trict, ‘and John McDonough,

now retired, chased Ray on ;

foot‘

- At ]i9 W. Delaware, the re-
port reads, Ray dived tharough
a basement window a"‘s Green
fireq at him. Hit in bo'h arms,
he was arrested and, ireated
at Henrotin Hospital before
beirg transferred to the House
of Correction. f
— 4
RAY, 'THEN 24, pleaded
guilty 10 ar
would “get a job and neve
get involved with the

Ray was. sentanced to 1 to 2

bert F. Cm\vle}, and 32t to
a dagmsnc center for con-
victs ac Jolie! i

Reports m}de there indicate

‘rating and an in
iquotient of 120 to 128
isections of the report were not
so favorable: “Use of alcohol:

Tance
Fence

of !

wed robbery and
asked for probation, saying he :

law: !
again.” i

2| Ray
years in prison by Judge "Wi;@ ;

Ray had a superior mental

Other

[
(NGt utqges, sroar e ot
intemperate; personality rat- WSt ey et st )
ing: unystable; psychiafric
prognisis: problematic t0
doubtful; socxal type: socm‘ly

inadequate.’

After a month at Joliet, Ray
was shipped to the state peni-
tentiary at Pontiac. He was
released March 12, 1954, at the
| expiration of his sentence.

AT THE TIME, Ray listed
!the address of his mother,
i Lucille, in Quincy, Ill. He also
{ said he had two brothers, John
and Jerry, both younﬂer t‘*an

: he.
His father, listed VanLlSly
| as ‘James or Ghorge, was!|  CHICAGO DAILY NEWS

tsometmes reported. daceased,

' sometimes reported as having  CHICAGO, ILLINOLS
left home in 1947. — :
Ray Wwas born
D in Alton, Ill He attended j
a rural gramhxar schoolrnaar bate: B-20-68
Alton, and dropped out 100Ut'l dttien: g T
i the 10th grade. i IA“,,M RED STREAK
{ In February, 1946, he O | e JOE CAPPD
fisted in the Army, but was. ROY M. FISi'zR
given a general discharge m.’“”'
December, 1948, . because of" MURKIN
‘i “ineptness and lack of adapt-’ '
ability for military service.” Churaeter:
’ ’ et Li4-1114

or

THE NEXT REPORT ,of
¥ comes from Los Angeles. Classtlteatinng:
de was argested for burolgrv Bubmetting Gttices
in 1949 and spent 90 dclyq in. ey
the Los Angeles County Jail! ;
* In 1950, lie was arrested for [

TS

é) 44 -3

vagrancy ‘i Cedar Rapxds,

| STATCHED XE
Towa, but "was reIQasnL The ; ARCHED ... “El:‘zgyé@—:‘
next ‘year, he was picked up SERIALIZE gx&?

in Alton for driving without
an operator’s license.

APR22 1968

FRI - CHICAGD
Some time after that he ;
came to Chicago.
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