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r . , ,. . : . ;'.- .. .,_U·· ··rc··,h·a··~'· :5, ·e··.·d···,''~:,"\·j.--,.ci,:c·:• 
. ,. . ·. . . . rifle and a- re~tan~iar ~1t11lugl1-.t1ihad.se~no y. "e .-~ -
. • y Vine~· t Burke .blu leatherette cast: cq ain-' :tr):iiri's protHf,i.He_· .. said;M,:r_ej. Fr_ 
A. n Ni'ch .. : .. 0 I •.. ·. c_ .. ~-hriss ing the binoculars· w_ . re .called tl,\at tnt ma,n J1ai·' '.a tl,l~ .. 

dropped on-the sidewalk a few- .l~g,:thi~nose; bu( Jhat. ; ~-- 32'. .. 
. LA. Time pecla1, feet from the rooming house I FBI" dra g revealed· <ii · th-; 165 ··~ 
MEMPHIS-T e rifle be- entrance ~Y a man wh°. was : er chubby face _and a bul, tis a:bo~j~

0
feet . 

'lieved to have been used to se.en leavmg a few mmutes nose, .. . Th~ri.mspect 
slay Dr. Martin· Luther Iqng after the slaying. ''It wasn't the face I ie- frol:114Mrs. '-Bf 
Jr. was purchased in Birmirig-_ The binoculars were pur~ · cailed," Stephens said. . · and;~~ p~rlt. 
~a:in,: Ala., it was learned chased on the afternoon of the ' . . ·. Polli I>e~cription . : · · Kin~/'w~s• _\ 
Wed~ay. . slaying and tlie c 1 erk': who 

I 
The. onl . descrip!ji:/n of the' · 

Th&.; Federal ~ureau of Ih- sold t h e m has be~n mter- , jsuspe;ct., th . <ha.s . be~,--m~M:: 
vestigati6n refused to coin- view. ed s eve r a 1 times by ~v.Pli,'),'Wa · : · 'v:eti;.::,frJ · · ,~:&v• . , 
ment, but. informan.""' said FBI Memp6his police and the FBI. I · ·. ~; ··h' 1' '~p· ~;,h, :,··1 ··" •• %{~t ' of .., . ·. •e m p · ·s . once . l'eCtor · · . 
agents traced the rifle through · If the man _who purchased -· . ' few 
its serial number to a store in the rifle in Birmingham and 
Birmingham and that It was : : the man who bought the binoc­
purchased new over the count- : ulars in Memphis is the same 
er a few days before the slay-

1 

person who fled from the 
ing here last Thursday. rooming house, then at least 

Tested. By F~I -1· 

1

• f.o_ ur persons ·. have seen hi& . 
Th weapon, which been Jace. . . 

unde' Cling tests at th FBI , ' . Seen By Tenant 
labor tory in · Washing n,is 

1

1 • Besides the salese cl~:k~r!: 
I a Remington 30.06 pum .- ction ! others~ Mrs. B ~ rented 
rifle with a telescopic sight. er, th landla:y w! · to the 
It fires the same bullet as an $8. a-wdee c:°ue 

1
. gh 

the Army's M-1 rifle. suspect an . ar . . 
· Results of the laboratocy Stephens, one of her tenan : · 
tests have not been disclosed. 

1 
Mrs. Brey.rer and · s_ tep :. ~-

It could not be determined we,re questioned again ·. : 
whether . the telescopic sight day by _FBI ag:1ts and s:o: 

. also was obtained in the Birm- a drawmg of . e suspec. 
ingham store or whether the • veloped by the FBI .from de-
purchaser left any information scriptions. . . · 
about his identity. · ·stephens told the Los An-

Authorities also have traced geles Times. Wednesday that 
binoculars left near the scene '' the drawing did ,not resemble 

o.f .. th.!· ·_assassina. tion ·_b· r the .. tpe·. ·_ ... fu.g1.·tive. an .. · d:_._was .. mu_._· .ch.· 
1 
suspec d slayer. ~-bmocu- ; y01,mger than the man l;!.El r~, 
lars, was learned Wednes- membered. Mrs. Brewer said. 

I 
day, re purchaseil t York :Tuesday~, shortly. af;t,_·. her. 
Arms Co., a sportin . goods . ·F13I inte · w, tllat. she_ asn't 

store located about sixc• bloc~ __ ··'. ·ap_·.•.·1e_,_ tQ i_. e_ lllb. er_ ,;wh_~·. i ~. •--~_-_· .. f. g...i __ · 
from the rundown roo:m,ing , gitive , q the ,4taw~g)~~· 
·1.touse. where the slayer set up ,1Ule> ,, . . - .. ¥(.'_ . 
!his a.mbus:h; . . . , ; ' ' · · · , · ns sai~ tb:e · 

··., Drop9gd ~ Sitl,e-lk: . . , ~' ~Jl§/}ft· ,'. .. 
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!~"'~ ~tte J>ijgJn hand. · · 
l~p'()it -OJi Auto •. 

· Seve!'al.· witnesses. at Jim's· 
Grill, . next to the 1'80mifig 
'house, have reported seeing a· 
whi~~ Mustang P.!lrted in front 
of the ""'restaurant. M o s t. of · 
them· •said they .. first . noticed 

I it the1ze between 4 -~ct ~· p.m; 
.~tld . that . they 11oticed. It. was 
gone shortly after 6 p,m. But 

' none of them saw the suspect. 
The auto has not been di-

1 rectly 'linked to the a 
althoti h V.S: Atty. Ge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 ( 4-3-62) 

BY THOMAS POWERS 

Memphis motel and hotel op-
erators were told to 4t on the 
look ht for a Ku Kllux Klan 
gathering in the city the day 
Dr. TIartin Luther Kink Jr. was 
s  a in there, THE TRIBUNE 
learned yesterday. 
Memphis detectives spent the 

morning and afternoon of April 
4 going from one hostelry to 
another, telling room clerks to 
get specific information on all 
guests registering that day. 
Clerks were told to be sure to 
get the full names, home and 
bUsiness addresses, and state 
auto license plates of persons 
signing in. 

Owners Tell of Rumor 

More than a dozen hotel and 
m otel  operators were inter-
viewed by THE TRIBUNE and 
said they were told by the of-
ficers the reason for the police 
interest was a rumor that a 
Klan gathering would be held 
in the pity that day. 
King Pas shot at 6:01 p. m 

as he slood on the balcony of 
the Loi1,aine motel. He was 
shot by a white man who 
aimed a high-powered rifle out 
of a rooming house window 200 
feet away. The man is being 
sought by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation thruout the na-4 

Cade 

tion. 
Atty. Gen Ramsey Clark has 

several public statements 
saying the investigation has 
failed to disclose any Klan 
connection with King's murder. 

No Comment by Chief 
Frank C. Holloman, Mem-

phis police and fire director, 
refused to answer any ques-
tions or to give any reason 
why detectives were lordered 
,to notif each hotel atd motel 
4room clerk. He isst!'ed this 
stateme:t: 
"The successful investigation 

of this 1case is the overriding 
consideration, and for that rea-
son I have no comment to 
make, concerning jhis case- at! 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

-at  ..: l(: j R-u oi BeThrë' 
'l aying 

this time. When I caifliiik 
any  comm r iti: out preju-

[UP) lelephotoJ 

Sketch of suspect in rifle 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King being circulated in 
Mexico. It is based on infor-
mation supplied by FBI. 

dicing the investigation, I will 
do so without hesitation or de-
layA." f 

spok sman for Jjmes R. 

Venable, the Imperkl Mogul 
of the Knights of the 11Ku Klux 
Klan of the United States with 
headquarters in Atlanta, said 
Venable has been confined to 
a hospital room with a serious 
illness for the last three weeks, 
unable to receive visitors or 
telephone calls. The spokesman 
said no Klan meetings could be 
held in Memphis without Ven-
able's consent or direction. 

Wouldn't Go Near King 
"Besides," the spokesman 

said, "the Klan would never go 
into any city where Dr. king 
was haying sessions and Ilan-

ning a 4emonstration."King $vas in Memphis toan 

a demo*stration march to press 
demancTh for exclusive bargain-
ing recognition and dues check-
off for 1,300 striking sanitation 
workers, most of them Negroes. 
Holloman also refused to 

-----,---, --

comment on the investigation 
the department has ,been con-

ducting of the POssibilitt a 
phantom jPolice radio tians-
mitter wa/s used to decoy p/11ce 
from the Jtrail of the murd __rer. 
The p r k be focuses on the 
validity of a series of radio 
messages received by s q u a d 
cars during the first hunt, for 
the killer, describing the chase 
of a white Mustang reported 
speeding from the viinity of 
the roomng house. Tie killer 
fled from i the building leaving 
the rifle ajnd sniperscop, a pair 
of binocillars, and other evi-
dence in a doorway of a 
nearby building.  

(Indicate page, name of 

newspaper, city and State.) 
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-""" - --- -- ·--=✓ . 

.. -.1 
~':;,,tJentif!i;d '• · 
N ' . . .. . . . . i I sa:me -nam~ ' ~r s1muar names 
. · Dailf News· Wire Sfrvices 

i , from Virginia · to Florida a.n!} 

•; IBfRMING;HAM, Ala. ~"-A . sifting die. n s o.· f .·. s.to.·r .. es .. · boardling house .. owner said · and busines es in Birmingham 
Monday' he had indentifi1;1d a for c~ues ~ the miss':. man. 
drawing Qf a man sought '.in The FB last Frid .issued · 
fQ.~ slaying of the Rev. Dr. a "locate and notify'! ispatch 
l\1artfu Luther King -Jr; as: a for Galt in Flovida: t about 
:roomer known· by the name-. the time the white Mustang 
Eric Galt. · was being impounded in At-. 

"It's hiil'm sure," siliµ lanta. The' alert was with-
Peter ':Che s, 72, f ho, runs drawn four bouts later with a bo .... ~ .. idtn_-._ hons. e_._o ... Birm_. -ing~ the explanation tha,t l had 
ha:m s So . , Side. . Cherpes been erroneous. 
consented to talk aft . the FBI i Since · then, the FBI has de­
responded 'to his · request that / dined to say anything · about 
it tele~sed him :lirom a secrecy Galt. There was no warrant 
. pledge. . for,· Galt, the FBI said last 

- - - · - . ·1, Galt rented a room firom 
CHER:P sa!id FBi: af nts i Friday· · 

show~~ im drawings about /him, Cherpes said, last f~ll, .at 
last We esday, or tw . days iabout the time the hunted man 
before a car registered in the · obtained arr Alabama driver's 
name of Eric Starvo Galt was license. ' 
founq -abandoned in Atlanta. 

. 'fh~ car; a white Mustang 
with an Alabama license tag, 
il:latchecl the description of a 
car seen leaving the assassi­
nation scene in Memphis, 

He also purchased with cash / 
a white Mustang from a Birm­
ingham car salesman. He list­
ed his occupa:tio'n as merchant 
seaman, unemployed. 

Tenn., where Dr. King . was THE POSSIBILITY has Qeeri 

.. shot Ap.r il 4, . .rai.~ed~that the• m.1-_.~teriou.s 
Ch · white an sought r ques-
. erpes was .showni news- . , . • : h d. · f D 

paper a · t' d W'in f th u?mn .. ID t e eat . o :· 
.... : . '. s s . Ta _ . 0 . _e King ent several nths ID ~ .. ssasS'in,,.. on. 1a_y and. e ~aid. Birming.ham. creating a, false_ i 
1t Vl'.a~ _s h hke. the d aw1pgs identity. . _, - ' 
exh1b1te by federal .agents. · . · . 

• C:~~rpes s_ a i d _ the sketclies . Fe~eral _ agents ~ave sco~)'."fd : 
, /!J.ookerl etaotly,likt:i·Galt.'; • . . )3mpmgham sllowi s~tc1Ie.~! 

,·•· '. .· ·•· · .•. · • · ·• - · · of -_ a map.'s. ,face · 
1ffE MAN known as Eric about the n a: 

;~a,~o Galt .. .bas .. becQ1'e the Galt 
. . ···. of,:·a wioenihg sea:rclr 

J-:age,nt ·· · · • have been' 
~tit?ig\ P¢, r!'s /\Vith · •:lih~ 
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' .~;~t:<d 
1110 .be almost a ·pnaritom; • · 

;"
0
:·$Qf~pllse,'.·sAfu ,· . J(E ·\r··1 '· ' HAVE ~ 1·· .~. ,i ' de-.. ' 

i$,;,~.0~Slt,fOF the car. . · poban· .. ~ikf_',· ,bbo ._.b'_ aeth.·aa;d, Bnior_.c •. ·c~a
1
_n:mg:' ' ; ww_u• lie appli;d°, for a dfi~ K 

1

N~'.s,!:lic1:1ns~'!; ,Galt _ listed 1.his or. sav· s account. He isn't 
q¢c:up:tfil6n as · "merchant sea~ Hsted · on unemployment] rec•, , 
:t~µ, µhemployed.'' The app\i- otds, police records, li'i>spital · 

1"~/:ition, •,.gave his •ibirthdate\ as re,.:ords, Maritime Unio:Q, tec1 1• 

•1IJ,ly 2P, 193J, . and his · descrip" Ol'd;s~ state birth records, .state.• 
tion as p-11, 175 ~oun°\fs, b}!-ltl/ tax: records, credit records. . , 
eyes and brown hair-'-the same · ' 
general descriptiop !J-S that of ~ . The only Galt in . the Bil"ll;• / 

. a man_· seen f-.lee'mg ·.·a Mems 
I 

mgham .. t·~· .ep• .·.hone i· I.rectory 1s I phis rooming house after the 1• the_ Rev: Ralph . • Galt, a · 
slaying. white. mi. te.r of . e United 
. Church or Christ •. d an in-

WHO IS Eric Starvo Galt? ·; structor a Miles College, a ; "1. memory of i is so ! predominantly Negro private · 
dim ' said Charles J k Davis, school. 
26, tile company employe ' "We don't know ~ thing 
who as a room in board- ~- _ 
ing . u~e w~ere Galt lived at . , ab_our::th:-:::i-s _p_e_r.,..so_n_'_' ,1...is ............... ,

1
.---fe--

some time m the past year.tsaid. · ' vv 

"I don't guess there's any , ·Ha. ly anyone see oes, it 
such thing as a typical per- · _ms. • 
son,'.' Davis went on. The best -=~--==c=- -

!~f rill:~:.::··~1r 
year- d Hill Har y, who ~- (~ · 
works he 3 p.m. to 1 ·30 shift C · · ·· ~1):t'ft,-

. at a paper piant, said he had -f-'\. ··· · .. JI __ ~·., \, .. , .. ,•,·.' ,, 
lived ·at. the :,stucco rooming 
house . smce it opened last k, . · ' < 

, Septembe~. But he · didnit re­
memb~r ~ver-seeingGalt '. · 

Other. boarder~ wer~ unable . 
to_ remember much if any- •. · 
thing about the m]who had 1 • 

occ!ied room 4 on the , · 
groun · floor; but as gone ,_,. 
appar tly for w k s or 1 .: • 
_mpnth at a time. . · I , -. 

•··• Bherp~~: probably Ime\V Galt I ~.'.~;_._-c,::_;f:i:.-.·~ .. ~ ... -.·.•_:~.i.
5
_-.·.·~~-tch_.".: ..•. ·._:_,_:_· .. -.·.·•••.•.l.i_'.·.,.·.•:·~,· Jre~ than any QJ;@t •person •y, !'-~•· ' ' - -' .•· 

.~:ti~ ,,a~ b:~eµ fQµnd· itf ',13il1')1-
mg4a11l't. ·. C: 11.e r p e s a'ilcam. 

- . . ,·' . ~ ... 
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. enfifies·SW,h et~· 
ase 

· By Ed Meagf r , ~~::~~:ai!eJ:~:ts~Jt !%!~i::-'1;!!::1'1!tw~ j,~1·~~i~:g~i~ · 

d y boardinghouse keeper · · ecalls Registra n · , !R~:N;;~,s~~ . _!_An el- :a.~1r· !e!. his -~taiy at· tlie . /e{c~avues~e/thso;eidrGe'a~w~ast!:tfo.··. ·c. ,.~.t ~r~.R·.: .. ,~\;~~. 
s Mon d a y that he had· w h · n G an re stered, ng address. · . · ,. · ~ 

: id tlfied for FBI agents _two Che s said, be liste his_ad~ The ~irmingham_pos~ office Pllt, the:,§ 
sketches· of a man known to dress· a:s·: Pascagoula, Mi$S., could give no forwardmg ad- B' m.i:d'ghafu. sales 
him as Eric Starvo Galt, . and -he said J1i plianned to· st/ay dress for Galt. . ·. 2t mlsame diti ne. 

· whose name has become in- , three oi. friur~moriths. . Cherpes said he- would have ·ro~tn. . · · · • _,. · · 
volved in the investigation of "He told me," said <;herpes, estimated Galt's age- at from 
the slaying of Dr. Martin "that he was 'on a .vacation. I ·25 to 30. Galt's driver's. Ii-

Luther. King. Jr. in . _Memphis .. th. <>ugh·. t th,. at• (11 r e.e .. or four 
1

Ens.e· •. issue? ... ih. B1i?1.i n.g h·a. rn Dr. Kmg was slam by a months was an unusually long st Sept. 6, hsted him at 36 
sniper on April 4. vacatjon · arid . I · asked him · d described· him as being '6 

Peter N. Cherpes, 72, speak- a)>out it. : : : . . . t 11, 175 pounds, wi.~. brown 
lng to newi,rnen only after ob- "H said he had. been ork- hair and blue eyes.· .. · . .· • 
taining permission · f r o rn the .ing . lly nard and 11 ded. Che:rpes recalled th . 'Galt 
FBI to break a secrecy pledge, . ---~· I never had any caller$ during 
said he identified G. alt last ·1.a · 10 rest," Cherpes s~d. Jµs stay nor any _ te phone .· 
Tue~day or Wednesday from Cherpes said Galt told him . calls. . . · 
dniwings--one profile and one when he registered. that he, - -
full f a c e-as the man w~o . had- been working at Ingalls 
boarded at his place for six I Shipbuilding Corp. in ~asca- . 
we~ks, from Aug. 26, -1967, to goula. . -:. 
Oct. 7 ,1967. . , In Pascagoula, a spokesman 

Cherpes also said that Galt for Ingalls said company rec- , 
had received a J?ackage ~nd ords show that no one by the ' 
a letter from Chicago du_rmg, aame of Ga:lt has been em­
his stay at . the b o a r d 1 n g ployed there. . 
house. But it wa~ not known Carefully Probed 
whether . the ~ail ~as; con- He said it wai ·possible that 
nected with th~ mvestlgation. someone in a minor job, such 

Similar Sketches as a sweeper, could be em-, 
Cherpes told repo~e:s , the ployed under a ficticious name. 

pro le sketch was ~milar ~o But a majority of the ship,­
, one d r a w 11 by_ . a 'l\1ernp4rs yaird' s employes a:re carefully 
ne aper a~~• ith help investigaited_ for @cuvH:Y\,,rea-

. fro an eyewitness. sons, . he sa1d. . .. 
Galt's name entered the The spokesman said ,the 

case last Thursday when the FBI · has checked. · C'Otp.pany 
FBI office in Miami. put 01;1t a personnel records and, photo0_ 

"locate and notify" bulletin ·on graphs of employes. . . • . 
him over Florida police com- . . Galt stayed only six , weeks,, 
munication facilities. The bu!.- Chetpes said; and gave, no.ex,. 
letin was cancej,ed a ~ew hours planation when he left. .' . . . •. 
later without explanation. . . Che said that Sep;-
. ~• Thursclay eining, a .t:emlter, 1967, a pac , e -f~r 
whit Mustang simil ~- to one Galt · ·ved fr9m O?,io,,,,-
beli ed to have bee the auto a card ard , iX , a ' ~~ 
used by the fini~r fleeing lorig and 1 ·loot wide. ~liarpes 
Memphis was found aban- la saiil: • " 
4011yd on a r~sidential street . 

· ta. The ,Gar. 1'e' ed . 
,,·-, '" ,_ (1ili ~ ' l>"~Jl2,71'~ · , . , - .. 
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,~,'., , , " '" ~;;0 : , , 
:: : ~µspeet ,:gQt ·,. 
' Ghi cago _,_... ' :ti::u• ... ~/:l~•aboVe the a-verage 

. . -mrP · roomer m dress,~ t~l and. ap~ , , :,: k , -- . ~i!. :*s ce,"or~h. e!:·.•.1:,8· ai~io~! 

r4···',.: ' --:ae:·: al' e.' and.a.· .. He was. lw4lyS 
I .,----.---~--- ', :ias;~t: '~1~ I )!lever ~ew:of 

' 

J "He didn't say much about 
Daily.News Wire Se~ices t the time he rec ved the his .. f~mily affairs, o.nly, that 

l ter, C-herpes said looked he ,was· divorced. _ He., O:•n I y 
BIRMINGHAM, Aia. - Eric a Galt~ i'egistrati~n card in talked about the weather 

Starvo Ga1t, the mystery man I his files. He found the card never about politics or raciai 
in the FBI's investigation of then, but last week, when FBI problems." 
the slaying of the .Rev. Dr. agents tracked Galt to the He saicf '.Galt ,a,s k~;j, him 
Martin Luther King Jr., re- rooming house, Ch~rpes. said shortly after he moved into 
ceived a.package marled from the registration card was miss- the boarding house to go with 
Chicago while ·he lived <at a ing. him downtown to take .a driv-
Bi:rmingham. rooming house . CHERPES 1 d ver's test. · . · , : . , . to·, newsmen , 

Peter Nicholas Cherpes, 72, Monday ,that an artist's con- . 'He was a new man to Ala-. 
mani· er of the roon;ting house,. ceptiontf the . man wanted in b_ama id to :Qirmingham 

s.aid .·. alt rec .. eived th. e prepai·d·. the sni r. s.laying. of ... K1.·ng an·d·· al.,.~ ... ·. ·•a c.us;ome. r. • .. •.•1.· .het.~ pack e fast September. It · - - ------¾-~ , pes sa1 . "and I wan . d to 
weig d about 25 I>Qunds arid "Iooked · actly :like Gal " help hi bn that basis.· · he 
was a!'<>u,t two feet~ng and a It seems 1 i k e 1 y . j; the ha~ asked for my reco_ . en-
foot WI.de .• Clle_rpes .· d~ ,· . .: nam. e Gal. t was an elabo·r.ate•·. dat1~n, · .. J w. ould have !~v.esti~ 

The ne~ day, G, . ,told the! ly devised alias. Tl;le man gat~d_~rm more closely. __ _ 
landrloro he had i'OC ive4 the ! cannot :~ traced before he. 

t. 
wrong package and was re- I took a room in Birmmgham 

; turning it •. "About a ha!lf hour I last Aug. 26 or after his aban- c:rnCAGO DAILY NEWS 

1 

later,'' Cherj>es said, "I saw doned auto was impounded 
him carrying the box to his·.: by·. tp.e FBI l.a s t.wee·k·in· _At-
car." . · . . .. Ian.ta. A'nd his whereabouts 

! , . · i' between Oct. 7, when he lett 
I . IN O~TOBER, Cherpes._said, !I the rooming house, and tlle 
: Galt paid a week's _rent in ad- day Ins car ~as·seiZed aTs o 
vance and left, saymg he was are a mystery. · ' ' 

' gouig to Mobile to seek a job. ' 
· Ga1t ,told Cherpes he would not His car fits the 'desc:fjption 

t b t of one seea leaving the '.Mem-
re um, u ·.was expecting aJet- ·p:iris flop. house from. ·Whi.·c11 
ter from Chicago and wanted 
him to"hold Jt until Ga'lt found· the fatal shot was fired at Dr. 

• a new iesidence. Cllerpes said King April 4. . \ I never saw Galt again.I . npes, · . · . denied 

:• .. •· .. ·.•.•.·:B.···.u •... t .... t·····hi ... ;e.· .. Je.tte· .. r. -fr·o· 1·· ... · .. :·C· h. ,i~./1:go e··· .ief, t'1il.~ .cif:. Ci~t ; •rmved m !February ; March.. to · newsmen . -~~t 
l:terpgs h~ld the le r about th , ... ··. . •. . jHo 

:a .. week, :then return '' if to -~1'*: 
plicaga~ He said the:lette' . 

. <il j;~. 
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111<[1, 
h , ·;1~- .,,,. f it:wfrii' 

'·1t·'PBI SKETCH ~~~~[: 
,1, .,•' -· · · - · . · a week, ·and'.tetur;ned 1t." .· 
· - ·. · · • , Cherpes said- it app~~ Jo. 
Revells · He Received him the letter contain~ .a 
•· · .. · . . check. . . 

When he received, the1 Iett:¢1\ 

Chivago- Package Che .. r.pe!sa .. id, he. weni.·.t·o·,.;,}ii .. s. 
, ,· 1 • file to · · k for Galt's gii;tra-

!l'rom Tribun~ W.ire Services] tion C d and round' t., But-
-· Birmingham, Ala., April 15-- when hi~nfs cam to· him 
A' rooming house owner said• hist week, Cherpes saicli i~ was 
today he has identified a draw- missing. · 
ing <>f a man as that of a room- . Ch~rpes said he consented to 
er known to him as "Eric talk after the.FBI responded to 
Galt'." - his request to be released from 

- Gaiiti 'beiieve<;f · if>:'. bJl'r·-~: ~;;~:~i~1~· ~! · :.i:W:: j 
owner":gl~~juta•-Sf~)t:)e1tt'the: last Wednesday, two days be­
scene iJt·lthtL,slwing,(ot;tJ)r. fore a white Mustang registered 
Martin 'j';:;it~f: Kiil:J,,Jr'. April: to Eric Starvo Galt .was found 
4 in Memphis. abandoned in A~anta. 

The rooming hous~ operator, The man known as ,Galt has 
Peter ' /l2,," also , dis,. bl:)come the object of_ a widen-
clos · iglitJnr~ew'.1 ing search by FBI agents, who 
in th¢,,.!,3:. . ~ . ;ff~~ Jha~1 have . been contacting persons 
Galt :tf' ed,a_Jg- to-:~Pefund.i with the same name or similf1r 
.packa~;-:l!ei~ra1'-i mo!lths ;.~~f; names in several states, in<:lu. d­
lier. · · · · ing Virginia, Al~bama, . an,d· 

Cherpes said Galt stayed at Florida and sifting thrll dozeni; 
his rooming house from Aug. of stores 'and businesses in 
iu to Oct. 7 last year. Birmingham for -clews to tn\e 

Gets Prepaid Package missing man. , 
H~ said that during Septem- Hint ContrivedJclentity. 

her' Galt received· a prepaicl M~ailwhile, there were hints I 

package ·ip, th~ mail'froi:n Chi- that · "Galt" never actually 
cago. He said. it was about 2 existed, ;but wa1, a carefully 
fee~ long and 1 foot wide. contrived i d e n t it y, created 

Chipes said ~alt told him the , months .·before D. r ... ~in. g.. w .•. a .. ·s ne day that 1t was the wrong assassinated. • ·,· · ·\:, 
m chandise and t I t he Authorities in Atlanta. , CilF 
pla ned to send it ,ba . c.a f they, feare. d the id··· t. it·~ .. I '½:bout half an hou later Ii mi t be a blind set to ' 
saw him cartying the -box to - ha · r them in their investiga­
his car," Cherpes said. tio . . . ,: , ,;, 

[In Chicago, Marlin Jo_nn1J?n, ~ It was ·learned thft in".estigi:it 
Federal Bureau oflnvestigation tc,rs have been unable to tra,<!e 
agent-in-c~arfe, - refused _c~m- I Galt's existence . beyond. l~t 
m~nt. Chicqgo . postal offi.ciais , ' summer. They pojnted 4)ut;t~~t 
said they hfld_ , not b,ee~. ~en~ · it is virtually. ,:inlpossible, ,fi>r; ~ 
tacted by the 11'.BI tg .. ~i~- ~~· 1? . ·.· i ·'. . t' ::fea\ie so 'fe'W'•fu.:aces,~"i 
lniJaZ. investigq,t,ion of,mp,ir!o,r '! pers(1Il. .0 ., . · · 1 , ·, dX 

v.ac~ages sent t9' Bi1;;mingnatr1,J. · 
' Cpe,rf.ef! sltj - ' ··· ·· · in 
@t!tobe1fh }~11 ,/'• .. 
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-' , " G a lt-&spiI ra cy 
Charged in King 
Slayer Manhunt 
MEMPHIS (R)—The , mysteri-

ous Eric Starvo Gait has been 
charged with conspiracy and 

murder in the assassination of 
the Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr. 

The FBI said in a fugitive 

warrant issued last night in 
Birmingham, Ala., that Gait, 

36, conspired with a man ERIC S.TARVO GALT 
"whom he alleged to be his T4 fugitive j 
brother" to vioiate King's civil- — -   
rights. el the ey!es opened" y an 
The state's charge of first- ],artist - bught uncertan re-

degree murder  was filed 
against  Gait in Memphis, 
wher the 39-year-old Nobel 
prize- inning, civil rights lead-
er as shot to death on a 
mote" balcony April 4 by a 
snipe who fled from a nearby 
rooming house. 

Carries Death Penalty 

First-degree murder in Ten-
nessee carries the death pen-
alty aitho the electric chair 
has riot been used in the state 
since 1960. 
The maximum penalty under 

the federal charge of conspir-
acy to violate a person's civil 
rights is a $5,000 fine and 10-
year prison sentence. 

- FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
announced in Washington that 
the conspiracy to "injure, op-
press, threaten, or intimidate" 
King began "on or about 
March 30" in Birmingham. 

Call for Public to Help 

The FBI statemjnt said a 
p.30.06 rifle equippjed with a 
telescopic sight, iound near 
he rooming house shortly after 
Kinwas slain, was purchased 
Mallch 30 in Birmingham. 
Te FBI released a photo of 

;Gait and solicited public aid 
in finding him. 
The— picture—which had to 

sponses from witnesses who 
were acquainted with Gait or 
saw the fleeing sniper. 
"Unless he was wearing a 

wig or had had a face lift or 
something, it's not the man I 
saw," said Charles Q. Stevens, 
who lives in the Main street 
rooming house from which the 
fatal shot was fired. 

"Hair Is Too Full" 
The hair is too full, and the 

face is too young," he said 
Stevens said he got only a side 
view of the fleeing man. 
A source in Birmingham said 

the photo was taken within the 
last 3 months. The photo has 
sharp contrast, making hair and 
features dark. 

"It's very near, but I'm not 
sure,i' was the reacjion of Peter 
Cherjpes, owner of / a Birming-
ham/ boarding houe where an 
End, Gait stayed fom Aug. 26 
to Oct. 7 of last year. 

"I don't really know," Cherpes 
said. "It's so hard to tell. His 
hair seemed to be lighter." 
The FBI described the fugi-

tive as a white man, 5-8 to 5-11, 
weighing 160 to 175 pounds, with 
brown hair in a brush cut, blue 
eyes, and straight nose. 

Called a Loner 
Persons who have met Gait, 

the FBI reported, described 
him as a1oner with a"rurai' 
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speech and —little schooling, fond 
of vodka, beer, and hillbilly 
music. 
The FBI attment also said: 
The fugitive is said to have 

a nervous habit of occasionally 
pulling at an ear lobe with his 
left hand. His left ear pro-
trudes further from his head 
than his right ear." 

"Gait should be considered 
armed and dangerous," the 
FBI warned. 

Gait has used the names of 
John Willard and Harvey Low-
meyer, the FBI said. The as-
sassin registered at the Mem-
phis rooming house under the 
name of John Willard. 

Owns White Mustang 
The statement said Gait 

claimed to have been a cook 
on Mississippi riverboats, a 
merchant seaman, and "is said 
to be an avid dancer." 

Gall, the FBI said, is the 
owner of a 1966 white Mustang 
with Alabama license plates 
iwhich was abandoned in At-
lanta the day after King was 
shot to death. The vehicle was 
left in the parking 1t of an 
'apartment project near the 
Georgia capitol. 

od hite Mustang\s were 
paTwrke ear the roomin house 
shortly hkfore the shooting, wit-
nesses ha  said, and both dis-
appeared minutes later. Some 
witnesses told of a man in a 
black business suit, neatly 
dressed, walking down the 
steps to the street, dropping a 
rifle, and getting into a Mus-
tang with either Alabama or 
Arkansas plates. 

Driven 19,000 Miles 
A business man said last 

night he was certainthe Mus-
tang parked farthest rom the 
hooting scene had aa\ Arkan-
s\s tag. "I'm clear in my own 
nind," he said. 
The FBI said Gall's car trav-

eled more than 19,000 miles be-
tween Aug. 30, 1967, when he 
bought it in Birmingham and 
its abandonment last week in 
Atlanta. There were trips to 
Los Angeles, New Orleans, and 
Mexico, the FBI said. 
"Gait was reported to have 

been in Memphis April 3 and 
4, 1968, and to have departed 
from there for Atlanta," the 
FBI said. 

--

Gait was saW to have taken 
dancing ons in New Or-
leans ir(1964 or 1965, in Bir-
mingham during 1967, and in 
Long Beach, Cal., in recent 
months. 

Takes Bartending Class 
While in the Los Angeles 

area early this year, Gall took 
a course in bartending and 
was graduated March 2, the 
FBI said. In Hollywood, Di-
rector Tomas Reyes Lau of 
the International School  of 
Bartending said Gall took a4- 1 
week course but refused a job. 
Lau said Gait turned down 

the job because he wanted to 
visit his brotier. 
"He never said anything 

about Negro Lau Lau said. Sir 1-
residei4s of the Birmin-

ham boarding house did n1t 
recall calt talking about racial 
issues. r 

- Pholo of Assassin"? 

[AP Wirephotol 

4ONG BEACH, Cal.—Kathy Norton, 21, a dance 
instdictor, and Rod Arvidson, 46, dance school manager, 
look at picture of Eric Starvo Gait. They say Gait appears 
to be same man who attended school- here. 

__-- - 

- - - 
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Starvo Gait 

2 warrants 

tie Gait to 

Kill .g killing 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (UPI)— 

Murder and conspiracy war-
rants have been issued for Eric 
Starvo Gait, a mysterious riv-
erboat cook, merchant sea-
man and bartender accused in 
the assassination of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
The FBI charged Gait and his 

"alleged brother" in a war-
rant Wednesday with conspir-
ing to injure Dr. King, shot to 
death by a white sniper in 
Memphis April 4. Memphis p0-
lice later filed  a murder 
charge against Gait. 

The FBI also released two 
photoaphs of Gait, 36 de-

as a "loner" wfth a 
"ruralt quality" in his 4oice. 
There Vas immediate co!ifiict 
or uncertainty among withess-
es who said they had seen 1 
Gait. 

"NO, THAT'S NOT him," 1 
Lsaid Peter_Cherpes, operator of 

óóthihjhöüse'vThere Gait 
stayed from Aug. 26 to Oct. 7, 
1967. 

"I can't be sure," said Percy 
Strickfsnd, a roomer at the 
house. 
The woman who runs the 

Memphis flophouse from which 
the killer shot Dr. King also 
was undecided about the pic-
ture. "I just don't know if 
it's him," said Mrs. Bessie 
Brewer. 

In Atlanta, the cabdriver who 
reported driving Galt from a 
hippie neighborhood the night 
after Dr. King was slain said 
the FBI photograph "doesn't 
resemble" his passenger. "The 
man was younger and had 
shorter hair and a thinner 
face," the driver said. 
But the FBI insisted the pic-

ture was of Gait. "It's him, 
all r'ght," said Joseph H. 
Gamble, special agents in 
charge of the Birmingham F BI 
office He said the photograph 
was taken this year, ,"in 
March, I think." 

THE FBI issued two pictures 
of Gait, also known as Harvey 
Lowyer and John Willard. 
Gait eyes were closed in one 

Thofo. The other 1eatur4d eyes 

'skethed in by an FBI atist. 

The FBI complaint, filed 
in Birmingham, charged that 
Galtf and an individual whom , 
he , 1ieged to be his 4rother, 

entred into a conspir4cy"to 
harn Dr. King, and GA1.t pur-
chased a rifle in Birmingham 
about March 30. 

A 30.06 - caliber Remington 
pump rifle with a telescope 
sight was found near the Mem-
phis flophouse. FBI agent 
traced the weapon to a Bir-
mingham sporting goods store 
where records showed it was 
sold to Gait. 

A WHITE Mustang c4r, re-
sembi ng one seen spleding 
from the murder scene, was 
found abandoned in Atlanta 
the day a ft e r the slaying. It 
was registered to Gait at a 
Birmingham house, 

liiiesidents iieen 
him since 1 a s t fail. The FBI 
said Gait purchased the 1966 
car from a private citizen in 
Birmingha4i last August and. 
put 19,000 lies on it—dring 
to such p1 ces as Los An\ge-
les, New Or ans and Mexico\ 
According to the FBI, Glt 

said he was a riverboat cook 
and merchant seaman and 
was an avid dancer with a 
preference for country and 
western music. He also likes 
beer and vodka, the FBI said, 
and "probably does not tiave 
a high deg'ee of education.' 
Agents aid Gait too) a' 

course at bartending sthool 
in Los Aneies this year and 
graduated March 2. Thomas 
Lau, owner of the Internation-
al School of Bartending, said 

Wednesdayan' Eric" S Gait 
had attended the school. 

"He had a Southern accent, 
but not too deep," said Lau. 
He was a "nice lookinq fellow 
with a nice personalit3," Lau 
said, but added that Gait was 
a " ttle bit disturbed" and 
"des erate to get a job.' 

The "FBI said Gait had a 
nervous habit of occasionally 
pulling at an earlobe with his 
hand. 

IN MEMP HIS,  Willie 
Greene, an attendant at a ser-
vice station a b o u t three 
blocks from where Dr. Ki 
wr shot, said he 're-me 
belied a nervous man using 
telephone outside his statio 
thq, day of the slaying. 
Shown the FBI picture of 

Gait, Greene  exclaimed: 
"That's him !" 
Greene said the man appar-

ently tried to make 4 call, and 
'didn't succeed. 

"He was nervous. He kept 
walking up and down t h e 
street. It was right I bout the 
time ,Dr. King was killed and 
he k4pt pacing up and down 
the sleet until we closed with, 
the urfew." Dr. King wasi 
killed at 6:01 p.m. The curfew 
began at 7. 
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By Laurence Stern 
Special from the Washington Post 

WASHINGTON—Eric Starvo Gait was charged Wednesday night with 
murder and conspiracy in the Issassination 4f Dr . Martin Luther King Jr 
April  in Memphis. I ñT4t ate warrantdl no 
The Federal Bureau of Inves- mentiof1 any conspiracy. 

tigation first issued a fugitive The FBI complaint charged 
warrant charging Gait with that the cons p ira cy  was 

conspiracy, s ith anther man, 
hatched on or about March 29 

in thç slaying of Nobel in Bminahani, Ala., tween 
-Prize ),winner 

and cvil rights Gait 'and an individuai whom 
1eader4 he aleged to be his broher. 
The nnouncemerit by U.S. FBI spokesmen would not 

U 

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark was elaborate on the identity of, 
the first official allegation the other alleged conspirator.: 
that Dr. King's death was the The FBI released two p1w-
result f a plot. Shortly after tographs of Gait in what of _', 

• the in der, Clark had asserted ciqls surmised to be a bar-, 

rive hours after he FBI U 

moved to apprehend Gait, a ldenfified as Gait also knox 
state fwarrant was issued in as iarvey Lowmyer and Jo 

iS charging (Gait with Wii1ard " . 

•-1egree murder In the slay- BUt Peter Cerpes, Gait's 
b oi the 39 year-oib Dr King o r m e r landlord whc once 

Murder s a capita' offense in identified Gait from ' eiches 
of the man seen running frcm Tennessee  
the scene of the assamd 
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tion, said "I don't think so" 
when asked iftograpbs' tb -  
were of his former tenant. 

In Memphis, Mrs. Bessie 
Brewer, who rented a robrn.. 
in a rooming house to Dr. 
King's killer, said "I just 
don't know, I just don't know 
If It's him," when she was 
shown the FBI picture. "All 
I noticed was that he was a 
neat dresser. That's all. Noth-
ing else." 

Charlie Stevens, who lives 
In the rooming house and saw 
the killer, said the photograph 
"doesn't register." 

The itinerant Gait, said to 
have worked as a cook on 
Mississippi river boats, as a 
merchant seaman and a a 
professionally trained barten-
der, was described by the IIBI 
as "ar 
The 

Galt b 

ied and dangerous 
BI statement said Ihat 
ight a 1966 white Mud-

tang, &major clue in the case, 
from a resident of Birming-
ham on Aug. 30, 1967. Bet yeen 
the time of purchase and the 

da he car was found a1an-
done I in Atlanti last April 11 
the ustang's odometer rolled 
up P9,000 miles according to 
the FBI. 

Gait's travels In the Mus-
tang included trips to Los An-
hele , New Orleans, Birming-
ham, Mexico-, Memphis and 
Atlanta, FBI director J. Edgar 
'Hoover announced. 

Gait was reported to have 
been in Memphis on April 3 
and April 4, the FBI said, and 
then he left for Atlanta. 
The complaint issued 

against Galt was based on a 
,civil ,rights statute. 

Coiviction on th4t charge 
carrs a maximum jenalty of 
10 yars in prison a41 a $5,000 
fine. The warrant charged: 
"On or about March 29, at 

Birniingham, Ala. . . E r i c 
Starvo Gait and an individual 
whom he alleged to be his 
brother, entered into a con-
spiracy which continued until 
on or about April 5, 1968, to 
injure, oppress, threaten or in-
timidate Marlin Luther King 

Jr. ......the free exercise or 
enjoyment of- a- right secured 
to him by ti -- ution or 
laws of the United States; 
namely, the right to free travel 
from state to state 
Thè warrant also said that 

Gait- purdhaed'in Bir-
mingham on or about March 

one 0 
to G 
charg1 
used the name for nearly a 
year.. There_, still is no cer-
tainty that :It the real name 
of the suspected assassin 
The FBI. described Gait as 

"an avid dancer" and said 
he took dancing lessons in 
New Orleans in 1964-1965, and 
in Long Beach, Calif., from 
December,  1967, to Februry, 
1968. In Los Angeles he grad-
uated from a barteniing 
course last March 2, the bu-
reau ats.erted. - 

The nnouncement pointed 
out tht Gait traveled from 
Los Angeles to New Orleans 
and hack between Dec. 19 and 
21 1967 While in New Orleans, 
the FBI said, Gait claimed to 
have contacted an eng14ier-
ing,or a contractingjirm 4 

is described as white, 
abobt -5 feet 8 to 5 feet II 
inch"s tall, between 160 and 
175 pounds in weight and a 
neat dresser. He has (brush-
cut brown hair, blue dyes, a 
straight n a r r o w no e and 
clean regular teeth.- Ht birth 
date was given as July 20, 

The FBI announcement 
pointed out that a 30.06 rifle 
equipped with a telescopic 
sight was fouif a room-
ing house on S. Main St. in 
Memphis immediately after 
the murder of Dr. King.. The 
rooming house overlooks the 
Lorraine Motel, where Dr. 
King had been staying at the 
time he was killed. 
In Memphis, witnesses have 

told authorities that a man 
checked into a rooming house 
adjoining the Lorraine tinder 
the n;me of "John WI4ard," 

the aliases attr!kuted 
ut. The suspectk was 
d as Galt since he has 

Gait,, according to the FBI, 
was described as a loner with 

a'rufal flaöitó his ijech' 
He is a fan of Western and 
country music   He,has  a pref-
erence for vodka andbëer. 
The description further notes 

that Gait's left ear protrudes 
:-further from his head than his 
right ear. 

Memphis authorities said 
Wednesday night, they will file 
murder charges. in ,.- case, 
Speaking minutes after the 
FBI announcement in Wash-
ington, Memphis fire and p0 
lice, director Frank Holloman 
said 

'We look forward to the ap-
prehension of this individual 
and, his ultimate return to 
Memphis for trial for the mur-
der of, Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr."-. 
A Memplis FBI aent com-

mented that "we ha 'e a lot of Eric Starvo Gait, in an eyes-cI-sed picture, 
additional' n.fQrrnatithl that is says the FBI. (UPI) 
not in tl (FBI).. statement. 
We even. kiow, what filling 
stations he. stdOnedat.",. 

Gait with his eyes drawn onto the photo-
graph by an FBI artist. 
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112d PLOTT 
ALLEGED TO 
qE BROT E.i. 
Photo, Aliases of 

Fugitive Bared 

Ch  rges 

Y WILIAM KLING 
[Chicago Triune Press Service] 

Washingtoe, April 17—A fuji 
tive warrant for the arrest of 
Eric •Starvo Gait was obtained 
today, charging conspiracy in 
the fatal shooting of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in 
Memphis on April 4. 
The warrant was issued by 

United States Commissioner 
Mildred F. Sprague in Bir-
mingham, Ala9 - mpIaint 
filed by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 
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issuance of 
the warrant, Memphis police 
charged Gait with murder. 
The federal warrant was the 

government's tinication 
that it has evidence that more 
than one person was involved 
in the assassination of the 
civil rights leader as he stood 
on the balcony of a Memphis 
motel. 

Traced to March 29 

Specifically, the government's 
complaint charges Gait with 
conspiring to violate King's 
civil rights. It says that "on 
or about March 29, 1968, at 
Birmingham, Ala., . . . Eric 
Starvo Gait and an individual 
whom he alleged to be his 
brother entered into a con-
spiracy which continued until 
on or about April 5, 1968, to 
injure, oppress, threaten, or in-
timidate King." 
W. Ramsey Clark, United 

States attorney general, an-
nounced filing of the complaint 
in a press release issued in 
Washington along with a photo-
,graph of Gait. 

Clark said ., Gal't used the 
aliases of.Harvey Lowmyer and 
John - Willard, the name he 
gave a landlady when he rent-
ed a flophouse roon near 
King'sjmotel shortly bfore the 
murdel. It is believedl that the 
fatal hot was fired from a 
bathroom window in this room-
ing house. 

Draws in Eyes 

The picture shows Gait with 
his eyes closed and wearing a 
bow tie and what appears to be 
a tuxedo. An FBI artist drew 
in eyes on a photograph being 
circulated to police depart-
ments. 
Petef Chei-pes, Gait's for-

mer 4ndlord in said  Birminamdid not believe th FBI 

photograph was a piçte of 
Galt. Earlier. Cherpes said 
.'ketches of the man seen run-
ning from the assassination 
s c e a e definitely resembled 
Gait. 
Mrs. Bessie Brewer, land-

lady of the boarding house: 
from which the fatal shot -  is 

iidto' havé been Aid, 
also failed to recognize the 
photo. She rii Siietild not be-
lieve the picture was of John 
Willard, the man to whom she 
rented a room the day before 
the assassination. 

First Public Record 
Charles Q. Stevens, who lives 

on the second floor of the room-
ing house, said: "Unless he 
was wearing a wig, or had his 
face lifted or something, it's 
not the man I saw. The hair is 
too full and the face is too 
young." Stevens said, however, 
that he only got a side view of, 
the suspect. 
The government's complaint, 

the first public record of any 
FBI action in the case, al-
leges that Gait purchased a 
rifle on March 30 in Birming-
ham. J. Edgar Hoover, FBI di-
rector, said the rifle was a 
30.06 weapon equipped with a 
telescopic sight. The firearm 
was found near Gait's rooming 
house after King's murder. 
In t h e first FBI statement' 

concerning the c a s e, Hoover 
confirmed that Gait is the own-
er of a 1966 w h it e Mustang' 
automobile, bearing Alabama 
license plates, which was found 
abandoned in Atlanta a week 
after the slaying. 

Purchase of Car 
Hoover)aid investigation dis-

closed 4 Gait purchased the 
car "fror4 a private citizen" in 
Birminghdm on A u g. 30. He 
said the odometer indicated 
that the vehicle had been @riv-
en more than 19,000 milef be-
tween late August a n d arly 
April. 
Hoover said FBI agents had 

traced Gait's movements in the 
car to Los Angeles, New Or-
leans, Birmingham, Memphis, 
Atlanta, and Mexico. He was 
reported to have been in Mem-
phis on April 3 and 4 and to 
have left there for Atlanta, the 
director said. 
Hoover said the FBI investi-

gaton has disclosed that Galt 
h4 claimed to have woked as 
a jook on Mississippi rjer es-
sqls and as a merch*t sea-
ithn. He is described as an 
,avid dancer and took dancing 
,lessons in New Orleans in 1964 
and 1965, in Birmingham dur-
ing September and October, 
1967, and in Long Beach, Cal., 
from December, 1967, to 1 as t 
February, Hoover said. 

-10 Courséin BartëiidiñW 
T h e government statement 

said Gait left Los Angeles on 
Dec. 15 and drove the Mustang 
to NewQeiedn where he as-
serted he contacted either an 
engineering or a contracting 
firm. There is no indication in 
the statement of the source of 
the information. 

Gait is alleged to have left 
New Orleans on Dec. 19 a n d 
arrived back in Los Angeles on 
Dec. 21, While in the Los An-
geles area early this year, the 
statepent said, Gait took  a 
coursrartenders' school 
and was graduated on March 2. 
Gait is described as a white 

male, approximately 5 feet, 8 
inches to 5 feet, 11 inches tall, 
and weing  between 16 and 

175 pouncs. He is describ€d as 
a neat Idresser, of medium I 
build, WIt1 brown hair worn in 
a brush cut. He reportedly has 
blue eyes and his nose is de-
scribed as straight and narrow. 
His teeth are straight '  and 
clean, the government said. 

Has Nervous Habit 

The FBI said Gait has given 
his date of birth as July 20, 
1931, which would make him 36 
years old. It is believed the" 
birth date comes from his ap-
plication for a driver's license 
to drive the Mustang. 
"The fugitive is said to have 

a nervous habit of occasionally 
pulling at an ear lobe with his 
hand," the government state-' 
ment said. "His left ear pro-
trudes farther from his head 
than his right ear." 
Hoover said persons who 

have met Gait describe, him as 
a "loner" and characterize his 
1 a n g u a g e and diction as' 
"rural." He suggested Gait 
"probably does not have a high 
degree 01 education." 
FBI siibkesmen refused to 

comment beyond the informa-
tion, contained in the gov-
eriy1ment statement, I even to 
dh,close whether authorities be-
lieve that Gait is the fugitive's 
real name. 
The spokesmen also refused 

to cornjrnent on where FBI 
agents obtained the Harvey 
Lowmyir alias for Gait, or to 
say whether the rifle recovered 
near the scene of the murder 
was the weapon used in the 
Lcrlme. 

The government was forced 
to file a conspircy complaint 
because there i no federal: 
statut covering murder, ex-
cept at of federal officials. 
or muirder committed on fed-
eral pperty. There is no in-" 
dicatiok in the government 
statement that the FBI knows' 
the identity of the man whom 
Gait passed off as his brother, 
an authorities refused to com-
mJnt. 

he FBI said qalt "should 
be considered armd and dan-
gerous." Persons frith infor-
mation about him were re-
quested to get in touch with 
the nearest FBI office at once. 
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ISuspect Wanted 
FBI says this is picture of Eric Starvo Gait, 

for whom warrant for arrest was issued. FBI 
artist drew in eyes in photograph. 

[AP Wirephoto] 

AP Wire 

Before Drawing 
Closed eyes of Eric Starvo Gait in original photo. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MONT, 

ORE. C 

IDAHO I 

I WYO. 

TOOK DANCING LESSONS 
DEC. 1967 TO FEB. 1968 

CAL. \NEV, / UTAH 
COLO. 

AGEtE 

ARRIVED DEC. 21, 1967; 
GRADUATED FROM BARTENDERS' 

SCHOOL MARCH 2, 1968 

CANADA 

I GALT TOOK5PTiG 
if N. D. LESSONS SEPT.- OCT. 1967; 

i PURCHASED CAR AUG. 3Q, 1967; 
1 GHT RIFLE MARCH 30, 1968 

S. T) I 

NEB. TA. 

DR MARTIN LUTHER KING 
SLAIN APR. 4; GALT 
IN CITY APR. 3.4 

TOOK DANCING LES ONS 
IN 1964 AND 196.; 

LEFT NEW ORLEANS D If . 19, 1967 
FOR LOS ANGLE ES 

His Trail Across U. S. 
[TRIBUNE çff map] 

FBI hunt for Eric Starvo Gait in connection with the slaying of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. has been conducted thruout United States.  
Map shows major points in investigation. 
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'Not the Man' 

ast night by ABC-TV, was shot by 
rs. At a price, tho—more than 50 v 

Laurence E. Mascott, the oneti 
who produced the documentary, Ii 
film, much of which had been devel 
terrible conditions, and later store 
1,800 feet he selected had shrunk 
existing projection and editing m 

developed in Hollywood, the film 
back to regular 16 mm. size [stret 
then rephotographed before shrinkit 

Lee Marvin, the Academy awa 

marine who narrated the special, 
onated his fee to a marine corps f 

•ei 

WHEN Herb Alpert and the Tiji 
Monday over the CBS network 

will get their first look at Alpert's b 
met and started going steady in Los 
when Herb was still taking trumpet 
May 4 will receive a Distinguished 
field of television public service 
journalism fraternity for its video 
last year's Detroit riots, titled "Sum) 

At 8:30 tonight, educational 
hour-long look at some of the 
delectables which will be put on 
Monday in WTTW's six-day Action 
expansion and improvement of the 
channel 11 has mouth-watering 
bidders__like a 30-day African p1 
aboard a charter yacht, an uncut di 
cow, a poodle, even a mynah bird w 

Being a television star certainly 
tot by any means. For 1nstanc 
zans-Pacific race from Los Angeles 
uly 4, in the competition will be 
Jbsen aboard his 35-foot catair 
Gunsmoke} Axness aboard his 57-fe 
Jay on, chubby Jonathan Winters v 
lands, first in Minnesota and Can 

Charles Stevens [right], whose description of Dr. Martin Luther Klalifornia in an international light ta 
composite drawing by newspaper artist Bill Harrington [left], said pictit Bermuda in a similar competition 
man he saw in rooming house on day of Dr. King's slaying. - - - 
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t;:1\ ,; . : ... ~· ~.\:::·,,, -. 
}\~ ANGELES:INl:'--Two men 
l~#\,they told,.ihi· FBI· that a 
nian · identified.·. as .. Eric Starvo 
Galt .was ~ shy; quiet man who 
spent $700 in: three ,months on 
danciJig an~ bartendmglessons; 

The managers . of a dancing 
school and a bartending school 
told newsmen they identified a 
former pupil' as Galt, who is 
Wanted . in the slaying of Dr. 
M:artin Luther King,,Ji'. on April 
4 in ll4emphis, , . . · . 

. . . FBI Circ.ulate Photo 
.Rod Arvidson, 46, general 

mana_ger of. National Dance 
. Studios, said . he ·no~ified · the 

I. B··.1. ··S. at.urda.y a_fte·r.rec. o.·· gmz· .•• ing alt .from a composite drawing 
a newsp,aper. - . j 

· "He's certainly no · er," 
Arvidson said. "He had . ouble 
coor·ainating one foot . with 
another." . · 
. A photo of Galt circulated by 
'the FBI was obtained Tuesday 
from the !nternational . School 
of Barten'dirig, the : school's. 

· director said.•· The ·director, 
Tomas Reyes Lau . sai4 a man 
called Eric S. G;ft was · gradu­
, ated from the }JollyWood school 
March · 2 after an excellent 
record in a $225 four-week 
course, · which he. attended' 
Saturday mornings and Sunday 

. a!ternoons. \ · · · 
Fidgety Manner i 

Galt's application listed . his : 
address as Hollywood and his : 

· birthdate as July 30, 1931, and 
· ~ated he was single. The F.BI 
~n Washingt<>n ,said the wanted 
man,was 36. ·.. i . . ., . 

45 · ·;student oJ. bartending arm d.a ing, not only Lau and 
· ~Mi<ls \but tw,tda instrll~ 
1'.t9tS;ea e~d: .. ~It;, s ,:with-: 
'. . ·· ,' . d,·allc>ne.n<.'•,, .. ·, ·. <.. :',., ··;st~~ · ,., ..... · ·· ··· 
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. ; '\t J: ,IJeScr ~ . 
. •' . 

•'{':As A · oo, Racist 
. . ·.,, ,: .,., ,· .' . •'. ,/ .. 

·\s) David Larsen . · iiine\~l C:~0
:a11::if t 

.'.LA. Times Special . , Stein said his siste , Rita, 
. HOLLYWOOD.:....Eric Starvol had' made the arrangement$. 
Galt, prime suspect in the While at the Sultan :Room 

murder of Dr.· lattnge, she had let it be 
Martin Luther kriown that her two children 
King Jr., em- had to return soon from her 
erged . T1rs• siste;;s 'home in New· Orleans. 
day as: · · Galt said he would· be going , 

A fer i1 t there and agreed ~o ~e Stein: 
supporter of along to fetch the c ildren if 
the . presiden• Stein Id sign up for Wal­
tial b i d of · lace. 
former · Al- Toe ext day, :stein said, 

.ERIC STARVO '' abama G.o V' G,alt .. eked him up at the 
GALT Geotge C. sister's home and drove him 

Wallace. to Wallace headquarters. · 
An anti~Negro who once_ got "I thought he was some 

ip.to a wild argument at a 1_,., ...... ..,...--c-~ 
Rollywood cocktai~ l o u n g e kind f politician," Stein res 
with a girl who defended· Ne- caile . ••1 got the impressi·o 
gr~s. they 11 knew him." _ ·· · 

A man ~ho m~de_ at least Robert Walters, campaign ·• i[: 
0 n,e mystenous tnp- 10 recent i ordinator for Wallace •in Cal -f 
m9~ths tQ New Orleans, a fact fornia disputed this. 
wbtcll appears to- be of great _ " ' -.. Y, 

interest to the FBI. We checked all of our _name 1 
A steady drinker;' al!ate- files here-particularly those 

ly mqpdy and conten s in from the North Hollywood of .. 
public.- · fice-and found nothing under 

This picture came O fo- the name of Galt or the other 
cus as the result of a series names he reportedly used;" 
of !elusive interviews con- Walters said. 
d~c,_ by the Los Angeles Stein _said that after ~e 
Time with persons w h O , ha~ :8gistered for Wallace s 
knew alt when he lived here. , Amencan Inde~ndent Party, 
' },. i;ongwtite.. r . whom.. Galt I he.· . and · Gal~ qeparted for Ni. ew. • 

drove to New - Orleans and Orleans. , 
'back in a white '4ustang in . ! Galtt"d not <11sclose wh~he ' 
l)ec:ember · said he bad a , was m in,gcthe trip. He· old 
~ti . tmpressiQn - tti.t· the , his pa engef he ••~e~ s ,e < 
_: i <.. 'was not using bls people, _ ere.!' He :~aid lie•; al:l:; 

;1•1glltruune, , been there be!~re. . , + 
- .- {J.tement was made oy . While 1> g _thJ:~ugh T~~s; , i~~=-- .~f~S. 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

FOUR STAR FINAL 

DATE: 1/-/ f--i\f 
PAGE:/; 

l'., 

EDITOR: EMME'IT DFDMON 

CHICAS}O OFFICE 
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•·:.•f. •··· ~ .. ·.n···,··•.··hi.••~iu.'t,;·.·,,·,·f~:4.· .... --.".·~ .. 6'..~ ... ".: .. :.'aas.)(·'·,~.tk~~. /ihb···jf.)ls.·~.~~.·."° .. ·;•in·;·~.g-. ~·t·P.
1

~.~ .. - /.~.·;!·F.~.:•~:.;·;,:,;f:.··:·s.~ .. ·;fi;f.r•.··-.: .. · .... •••·· .. 

mp:: :fE:Z~f~~;_ 
. ,a '

1

}:tuJ8.f:nti:.?Ji:1: ·1i :i.:=• 11e cf::..: !] saJ:'Monte said Ga Ii Ji 
/ sai~~\''I ~ot ~ese v· ati(>ns. 1 in at around 9 p.m., perch on , , tried to begin a , conversat;i9'n, 
/'I d<>n.~ think 1t a · reaJ !. a stQol n~ar the door, and or• It with a Neijm, girl, but;~ 
, n11~-· . . . .· . . .•· , · ~ the first of. several screw- . wa]Jced .away from him.·,.· .. < 

1 
. 

I, ,~t tol~ fas .pa,s~nger h~ • ?~vers (vodka and orange•, Nobody interviewed at ,!i, 
Jl./id, wst :50Id a bar m Mex1- , Jutce). . . Rabbits Foot Club remem-

1 CO. ~ Adele Lewis, who was work- ' J;ered Galt giving )ljs ilame.! JP 

I
i.·-;;..,. ,,udn't believe .. i ' Stef.ri' ing there .at the time; recalled • fact. 11obody realized V{bQ!~ 

Ul that Galt often. got into argu- was until his. picture appeared 
sai "His Spanish as too ments when he tried to· strike in newspapers on Thurs 

;to · •" · ~ conversations. ·· # · . Del Monte said the .. pho 
. . During the ,drive the" suspect "f one asked if . : could Galt with his eyes c 
/.:also .fkmll.f'ked that he liked buy·· e a drink,'' s . said. caused;.· immediat1·· reco -
\ to l;umt, Stein said. «Sin e. I was workm :1, _said tion. " t' s the w. _ he t 
· 'sie.iri saio that' at one point no.' · ·· · here," · _ e · ba.'rten r _ 
-Mbi:ovght up the subject_ of . "!{~~• you ~ you're .too "When. was~•t :·. · .• ~~ ~ 
.race wiib. Galt, commenting , good, Galt bnstled, accord- would s1 sorr ofdoz1 · 

· thaf'the same Creator made ' ing to Miss Lewis. . . Del Monte said Galt usu. 
, everybody and that color is , But .Im: thing everybody at had four · or five screwdri~ 
,just JncidentaL He said Galt . the abb1ts Foot Club re em- a niglit. . . ..'cti 
' 'was noncommital. · "h - . most about Galt is e big 

Stein said ~e .. be.µe;ves the di ute he got into. 
suspect made. a•·· subsequent Illl Morrison, who w the 
trip te New Orleans. ·· bartender that night, recalled 

"I heard he was asking peo- . that Galt was talking with a 
ple if they wanted him to di:op I young woman named Pat1;ie. 
anything off w h} I e he was Somehow t he conversation 
down there,.,Stein said, turned to Negroes, and she de-

Stein .said FBI agents have dared them to be "good peo. 
bee1· :visiting him · almost ev~ · ple.'' . 

e.ry•.· a·y.·, ~ow··. 1·i•.g.re~t ~n._.tere~t.· Suddenly, .G· alt beg. an d.· r.ag-in . e suspec s actiy1ties m gmg her by the arm to~ard 
Ne Orleans, e said, how- the door. · 
·ever, that he. d Galt. we~ "I'll drop you off in Watts, 

their ... s···e·p· ar.ate. w. a.-"'··•s w·.lill·e·m·.·:. (the .. ~r·e· dominan!1. ·y.·IN .. eg;o that city, and he;had'.nc, idea area O s Angeles) . we 11 
What his c~mp_ani~ was up to°' I see ho _ you like itthe . !'' • .. 

,::At the time of the tripi Galt , Galt s uted: · • 
was starving _in. a Los Angeles ·• Del ' te ·said ano r ctis-
. apartment. Residents the re tomer who had been datin~~ . 
either d•id not know or ~- . girl follo~ed the pair otiu;ije, . 
ni~ined tight-lipped about hiin. ' 1 and Galtfled. '. . . . · . 

However .. Galt Sllbsequently .·· A short time later,• accor4•· 
, niQve1 to ~ hp~l, tM St.,;Fra;~~ ' ing to I)eJ Mi>llte, a ~egrowa;s · 

,,t-.,,; ~'tln Holl~ood ·Blvd. One: struck in the ?Wad Jiy: a roe .. k._..:., 
_," J'••· ,' ' '.. '' ' • ·,•t,i,tt' ,' ' 

j,f-~k. away is a cocktail: ;iJi;~~arby parkul'g-~v · i{'C-: t 
·-· ----·-- ·· · ¥Qrtison -~~4x,~t. 

, • < 

----~NDEXED _,c._ .. _ .. 

L .. -•--·-.. --
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This is the ap ication Eric. S. Galt submitted to a los ,Angeles bartendin~ ~hool last Jjieti 
19. The application listed . a Hollywood ! hotel a~ his home add res~ and a previo1.1s work ,~~:! 
ary as "$50.00." (AP) · "· -5:1;; 

\Bl 
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' BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (UPI) the "aHeged bro· ther" or som· e .· · · · .· l spec 1 a emergeJ;).cy~.phone from·.- ab. .te .. d.. , ,,_ 

-FBI sources indicated other co - conspirator in the number in ,1ashington; NA 8- .Giilt.'~.· _ arM· .. !.< .. , .. ~ s, 

T h u rs d a y that informa- killing. · ?117,fo .r. persons to c.all with ab~-". ·d··· "t".-.~ -.-·'·.< .···.·. tion. from an alleged conspir- It apparently was because information. - • ~ e _ne.llcr -
a.tor ,- in r,e · assassination -of of the expected impending housm Ill"OJett in A, 
Dr. Mar Luther King fr. arrest that authorities olJ.: MotelVisit Told .. Th y affel::,the " 
may leiiti hem to E. ric Starvo tained a first-degree murder . Although no copies of the l tion._c -~~ Atfun; 
Galt, th accused killer. warrant against Galt, and also f~rst-degree murder warrant i , .- -- -~ 

An FB s p Q k es man in a federal warrant charging f1l .. ed ag. ainst_. Galt in_ Me. 'mphis, er. s t,. . ..... t~e··.tF.-.... -.·_. 
Washington said "the FBI has him with conspiracy. W€re publicly d1striputed, riclEIS> ~, ·mip:i 
no one in custody in connec- Where in California author-, 'Memphis police were known to like '. FBl's·, 
tion with :Or. King's slaying," ities expected to make the ar- be. investigating a report by of , G ·t, b~t ne·, ~ 
but: another source indicated rest }Vas not disclosed, but a night desk clerk at the Reh- JdenUfy the FBL.P~ . ., 
the FBI was either in com- Galt is known to have spent · el Motel in that .city tha:t · a .}e~ed W~nesd1Ytt .'..:d>,,.,c.f,,/.,: 
muµication with or question- time in the Los Angeles area. man registered as Eric s. , · · ·· · · · '•' 
ing the "alleged brotb.<>r" of Tip Believed Wrong Galt .on April 3 and a white 
Eric Galt. The brother has ~ources said that the tip Mustang auto with Mexican 
not been charged. was wrong, or that Galt"."""if he tourist stickers was parked at · 

After Galt bought · a rifle is in California - eluded au- the motel. 
from a sporting goods store thorities. · The clerk, Ivan . Bi Webb,.: · 
here March 29, sources said Galt was charged Wednes- said the man apparentj.y did ·,{ 
he took it to the "alleged day on a federal warrant not leave the motel room dur- I /;(J 1 A# I 1 

brother" who was quoted as signed by FBI· agent Joseph ing the ·night, which. was the !)!..)V' /L,(J 
saying the .243 Remington H. Gamble and U.S. comr; night before Dr. king -w.a's CHICAGO SUN TIMES 
rifle was "not- the gun we Mildred F. Sprague with con-· shot, and that room lights re--
need." . Galt returned to the spiracy to violate the civil mained on all night: ·· CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
s 'p o r t i n g goods store and rights of Dr. King. Peter c~· s, operator of 
swapped the. first rifle for a All copies of the warrants the roombl ·. house Wb ~ i e 
,30--06 Remington pump action from the charge were in FBI Galt stay here: frol)lt-Aug.· FOUR STAR FINAL 
rifle on March 30, sources hands and not being released - - - - - - - . - . ... . r· y··· b 11/ 
close to.the investigation said. publicly. The complaint from ;!/;B~ct,_hlr. ~

96 
.. a.

7
~dw.s·~ .. d•·.·· ;~. DATE :{r // ' - ) (J 

Tests Ki!pt Secret which the warrant was drawn p•., ..,. nyt 

Th 
. that's not h.im." .· · - - J 

. e FBI has refused to say said the charge was based in The FBI says··. Galt,.·. ·a6,, is PAGE:(/ COL; 1 

1Vhat ballistics tests on 't part on ''id. entification'1of tlhe I> 

p ., flophouse tha.t served. s found at the scene f the weighing lfiq tQ 170 pountls, EDITOR: EMME'IT DFDMON 
w~on, found near the M - gun used by defendan (Galt) between !i-fQOt~ ap.d 5-fooUl, 

the · sniper's post, had . · ., . crime." _ and that _.he took•dancing les-
vea d. Thousands of black-and- : sons when in New Gi<fuans:, in CH I CAGO OFF ICE 

po:I ::~!:d!iel:! ~th~i :!~:!u:::s~w~a: ::--f;J~f Ja~~ 
had tracked Galt down. Some- tion Thursday describing Galt and in ·. ton:g:::"'.ijeacli;< Cati· : 
where in California, sources as ('ememely dangerous," from D¢cemJi.~r!~Je}rryai:,:t : 
clo~e to the investigation dis- listing his aliases as John He left tqK · · - · · · ' 

. d9~9 Thursday. •· ·. _ Willard and Harvey LQwmey~ ·=~:8;I/i .. ,., 
~ tip r~ortedly came from er, and carrying .the FB'l',§ · 
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U I 

ect II riere 
Ex-Convict Haul-
'(my hilas S 

io Life of Crime 
The FBI today announced the 

Eric Starvo Gait sought as the 
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. actually is James 
Earl Ray, formerly of Alton, 
Ill., who, escaped from the 
Missouri state prison at Jeffer-
son City last April 23. 

J. Edgar Hoover, FBI di-
rector, notified the Chicago of-
fice that a systematic and 
exhaustive search of latent 
finger prints uncovered in the 

[AP \ 4rePhoto] 

TflIS IS FBI piotó of 
James Earl Ray, who was 

$: known as Eric Starvo Gait, 
andssought in  the Dr. 

_71artin •. Luther KIn Ji 
siying. FBI released this 
p1cture today. 

Ki: g murder led to 1the deter-
mination that Gait. alJd Ray are 
identical. 
The federal agents said they 

are seeking Ray in the Chicago 
area because of his Illinois 
background. They warned that 
he should be considered armed 
and considered extremely 
dangerous. 
Ray, who is 40, was lodged 

in the Missouri prison March 
17, 1960, to serve a 20-year 
sentence for armed robbery in 
St. Louis. In 1966, he was con-
fined for a time in the max-
imum security ward at the 
Missouri state hospital at -Ful-
ton, thef FBI said. 

Hoov1-s' 
said that R.- has an 

arrest cord dating o 1949 
Before  1960 convictfn, Ray 
had been convicted of burglary 
in Los Angeles in 1949. 
He was convicted of armed 

robbery in Chicago in 1952, and 
for forging federal money or-
ders in Missouri in 1955. He 
servqIi terms in the Los Ange-
les county jail in 1949; in the 

state I prisons at Jolielt and 
Pontinc, Ill., in 1952 anq 1954, 
and in the federal prion at 
Leavenworth, Kas., in 1955-58.. 

Dropped by Army 
A drifter since he left school 

in tLe 10th grade at Aton, Ray 

served as an enlistelp man in" 
the army from Febrthary, 1946 
to December, 1948, when he 
was gi,ven a general discharge 
for ineptness and lack of hdapt-
ability!, During his arry ca-
reer e received a month 
sentedee at hard 1ablr for . 
being drunk and breaking ar-
rest, the FBI reported. 

UAi 
He is described as a white 

male born March 10, 1928 in 
Illinois. He is about 5 feet 10, 
weighs fr4m 163 to 174 pouds, 
has blue yes and brown hir. 
He worl4s as a baker, laborer, 

and colors matcher. After his 
escape Ray's fingerprints were 
posted in the FBI office in 

Washington as one charged 
with unlawfully fleeing from 
Missouri to avoid confinement. 

Anyone with information 
about Ray should contact the 
nearest FEjI office. 

Two ali$es - John Willard 
and HarvET Lowmeyer--Were 
listed on ti federal consiiracy 
warrant issued against Galt in 
Birmingham, Ala., Wednsday 
afternoon and the first degree 
murder warrant issued by the 
tate against him in Memphis 

-. — 

so 

I\PR2 
Ft3 - 

rj 

IIiIAT 
PM 
•Hoover e said that "during his 
criminal career, Ray used the 
names  of James McBride, 
James 1alton, W. C. Hairon, 
and Janes O'Conner. 
The ml.,. ' 1 ,I covered many spe-

cific details about Ray's life 
over the' last several year in-
eluding the fact that he is an 
avid d a n c e r, has "rural 
speech," apparently lacks edu-
cation, and has a "nervous 
habit of pulling at an er lobe 
with his left hand." 
The statement discloed for 

the first time that Rays was in 
Memphi the day before King 
was shot, aitho he did not move, 
into th 
which 

rooming house from 
h te fatal bullet was fired 

until the day of the assassina-
'tion. 
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'Erf G~f 
idelitified 
by FBI 
Daily News Wire Services 

li.ved in Chicago · for , ni e 

m;~1· w~s charged · th 
rob~? Earl Docker, a el­
low Cab driver, and L o u i s 
Knox, who then 1'ived\ at 6945 
N. Paulina. The robbery took· 
place·''at 2: 55 a:m; in front of 

I . · , 19 W. I)elaware. 
' :ite a,p7ared ill Flelony Cou1: 

before ·Judge Matthew Harti­
gan and was ordered held. to 
the grand jury. Ray posted 

, WASHINGTON - The FBI ! $3,000 bond, and on June 13', 
Friday identified Eric Starve 19521 pleaded guilty tefore 
Gault, sought in the murder of , er· ·nal· Court Judge ilbtlr 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther J. owley. · · 
King Jr., as James Earl Ray, owley sentenced R y to a 
an escapee from the Missouri term of 1 to 2 yea,rs in. Joliet 
Penitentiary who once lived in penitentiary, but poUce ... rec­
Chicago. ords show he served bis time 

·Ray, 40, originally of Alton, . at Ponu'tiac pettiten:fiary. . ·. · 

~~l··.l. ,0·o.;0_c: =~ .. s e:~~~;d_e::_ ;!~. -_, He was released Ma£cli}l2, 
s rved time in state p1· on · at 1954,,. at the expfration ol lljs 

lietand Pontiac; HL Sf¥,l~ic,, . •· ·. --~\•. ·' ... ;:,:;-{ · 
.. · ,Ponce· records in , ic;ago A. t · . .. _t_un .. e.. o_ f. ·•.·}ii.· .s . .; flf~~j 
show Ray.was .im;est. May· Ray t u,.f>.1>lice;J,ie.,, ~. 
~; -,', by poMce: of the ciii.: marri -~ >: . · · · , .. 
cag9 At-· district and charged'. .<)1ie :•fjr :,, li ,~f" ·_,_,:· 
;~ftll,21:WM r~t>bery.: · · ·}< 
. ire- . ;~s~r;~::r;.;;· 
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. ': IZk* j?.u1 · S'AID R;ay );rii s \ 
.·~- r~~ed:1be· 1;11ilnff.~11~s"Mc-1 
· Bride, Janies Walton, W. ·C. : 

Si,lf~i·. Herron and Jameu O'Conner'. 
~~v,;wAs;_reportea missing . Ray:' claims to. have ~eej· i 
ffbin·,'tl1e <Missouri" Sta.te Peni- born I I in Illmo1s ! 
:ttfu:tiaJ& i!f' .J~rson City last -but the FBI did not say 1 
~pi-11 ~- ! He : was serving. a. where. He is about 5-feeU0, ; 
~Ii-year sentence for a'YJ armed y,eighs 163 to 174 pound~; has : i 

:,;)wbery · in· St Lmtis and op- b. lue.· . ey···es and b. rmvn hair an. d·J·.· erating.a .motor vehicle with- two scars: A small one'im the. 
'ouHhe owner's permission. center .of his forehead and : 
· · "'The FBI said Ray has been anot:her on the palm\ of his_ 
a; federal- fugitive since last' right hand. ____ _ -~---· 
July 20, · when: an FBI com­
.plaint was fiiled. at Jefferson 
Cify charging him with unlaw­
fully fleeing from Missouri to 
avoid confinement . 
. . Rias, who had been at . tihe 
pri~onisince March .17,,960, 
spent me time in Septe r, 
1966, · the maximum se · rity 
ward at the state hospi l in 
Fulton, Mo. 

THE MAN known as Galt 
was clh ged Wednesday with 
the fi -degree murder of 

King A il 4 in Memphis, t· 
He. also is chargecj in a fe. rai 
. warrant witll conspiracy d 
murder in· the King. assassina­
tion, 
• A• drifter sill!ce he left school 

in the .101:!h grade .at Alton; the 
FBJ safd ;R;;ty• received a three­
h:ibi):th \seriMnce' at hard labor 
Jo( Jjeing· drunk and "break­
J;irig•f arrest wbUe 'in the army. 
''Riay-who works as a baker, 
laborer !lilld color matclher­
has an arrest record dating at 
le.ast to 1949, When he was 
cpnvicted for burglary iil Los 
;\ngeles. He .also was-,qonyicted 

t~\f~~~! 
' ~13 ,$irv~~t ~rm§' ~j, 

'~~ 

Jame Earl Ray, alias Eric 
Starvo Galt. 
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FBIA, ds Ray, Soughtin ing 
Slaying, to Most Wanted List 

[Chicago Tribune Press Servicel 

Washington, April 20—JameS 
Earl Ray, 40, sought under the 
name of Eric Starvo Gait in the 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., was added to the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation's 
list of " 10 most wanted men" 
today. 
The aim is to get the widest 

possible circulation of Ray's 
photograph and description in 
hopes of an early arrest, said 
J. Edgar Hoover, FBI director. 
The escaped c on vi c t "has 

been the subject of a massive 
and intensive search" since 
King was shot from a nearby 
flophouse as he stood on the 
balcony of a Memphis motel 
April 4, the FBI said. 

Had Ample Funds 
Actually, Ray is the 11th man 

on the "most wanted" list. The 
extraordinary move indicated 
that the FBI has given highest 
priority to his capture. 

LN. Y. Times-Chicago Tribune Service] 

Birmingham, Ala., April 20 
—Eric Starvo Gait, whom the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion has accused of conspiring 
to kill Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., seemed well supplied with 
money when he lived in Bir-
mingham last fall creating a 
fictitious identity. 
FI agents have found whre 

he spent more than $4,000, ut 
they have been unable to ffjd 
whef he worked during tlat 
period, or if he worked at all. 

Pays Cash for Car 
While he was in Birmingham, 

Galt apparently kept his money 
in a safe deposit box at the 
Birmingham Trust National 
bank. 
On Aug. 27, 1967, William D. 

House at 1021 W. 9th St. in Alton, 
the birthplace of James Earl Ray. 

Paisley, the sales manager of a 
Birmingham lumber company, 
said he sold Gait a 1966 
Mustang for the $1,195 asking 
price. "He didn't try to cut the 
price at all," said Paisley. Gait 
paid cash, Paisley said. 
During the six weeks that he 

resided in the Birmingham 
rooming house Gait's living 
expenses averaged at least $50 
a week. He paid $27 a week for 
his room. For this he was 
entitled to eat dinner , at he 
rooming house, but much of he 
time he ate elsewhere. 

At $50 a week, a figure w1ch 
a source in the justice depart-
ment said probably was low, 
Gait spent $1,650 for rooms, 
meals, and incidentals from 
Aug. 27 thru April 4, the date 
King was shot to death in 
Memphis. 

Ill., is believed to be 

The FBI, which impounded 
Gait's Mustang in Atlanta on, 
April ii'itkat it had been 
driven more than 19,000 miles 
since he bought it, Figured at a 
cost of 4 cents a mile, Galt 
spent more than $750 operating 
the car. 
The FBI said that Gait last 

March 30 bought a 30.06 caliber 
rifle at a Birmingham gun 
store. The Remington Arms 
company of Bridgeport, Conn., 
said that it was one of their 
rifles. 
A new Remington 30.06 rifle 

with a telescopic sight uch as 
the lo n e which Ga1 had 
mou4ed on the rifle wotId cost 
morel than $150. Gaç also 
bouglht an expensive fair of 
binoculars in Memphis on the 

  day that Dr. King  was- killed. 
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RECALL SEIZING 
O KING FIGU I•E 
IN CASE,HEhE 

The citizen who helped Chi-
cago police capture James Earl 
Ray for an armed robbery in 
1952 yesterday recalled the cir-
cumstances after h& was in-
formed that Ray was being 
sought for the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Robert Everhart, 48, of 7404 

Overbill ay., a salesman, told 
THE TRIBUNE that he was 
walking to his car on the near 
north side when he noticed a 
cab stop in the middle of the 
block under a street light. 

"I could see that the cab. 
driver had a gun in the back 
of ijis head," he said. "Then 
the cab driver got out and 
w4ed west and the passenger 
walIed east." 

Thins Down Alley 
Everhart said he began to 

follow the passenger, who was 
later identified as Ray. 
"Then he began to run and 

believe me he ran Ij the 
devil," recalled Everhart "Al-
tho I was a lot youngfr, I 
couldn't catch him, but no-
ticed he ran down an alley be-
tween Dearborn and State! 
streets." 
According to Everhart, he 

fjtagged down a police car con-
táining two East Chicago ave. 
4ue detectives, George Green, 
i,ow a captain, and John Mc-
Donough, who retired last De-
cember. 
"When I told them what had 

hapened and pointed to the 
nea4y alley, they knew Ray 
was 1trapped because t was a 
deacl end alley," Iverhart 
added. 
3 McDonough recalled ow he 
and Green entered the dark-
ened alley with guns drawn 
and saw Ray attempting to 
scale a 10-foot-high wooden 
fence._ 

-respond i 
our commands to come down, 
Green fired one shot which 
passed thru both of say's 
arms,'l he said. 

ashes thru Windo 

Eve hart said that Ray fell 
off the fence and crashed into 
a basement window. 
"When the police led Ray 

from the alley, he looked at 
me and said, 'What are you go-
ing to get out of this?' " 

"I followed the court pro-
ceedings and the sentencing of 
lay very closely," Everhart 
said. Ray served two years in 
prison and was released in 1954. 
"Another thing I followed 

close 1y was the time he was 
due Jut of prison because I. 
fearelcl that he might com back 
to Cjiicago and seek renge 
a g d n s  me," Everh*t re-
called.   ... j   
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Giit I'iisoi 
fo Robbnq Afte 

1ktx -------

ll'tharmsand Ray fell thru a 7 he was worZ' 
baser l ore E. Ohio uelit, ',vuiuuvv. ttzberg, 

Brought to Trial t  

being, treated fr his 
wound in the Bridewell Jiospi-
tal, ay was brought t trial 
and on June 4 was takento the 

Ja4es Earl Ray, 40, the nii1 state prison in Joliet and later 
bing sought for Di Martin was transferred to the Pontiac 
Luther King's slaying, vowed to branch. He was discharged on 
a Chicago judge in 1952 that if March 12, 1954, at expiratiou 
he was given . probation for of sentence. 
armed robbery       he would Before the court hearing, the 
"never become involved with late Leonard J. Prystalsici, as-
the law again' sistant chief of the probation 

Chief Justice Wilbert F office interviewed Ray and 
Crowley of . Criminal court summarized the information in 
accepted Ray's plea of guilty the following statement 
and sentenced him 'to one to ' "His father's name  is 
two years in prison.. George, his mother's Lucille, 
Chicago police and court and he is the oldest of two 

records indicate Ray, who also brothers, John. 35, and Jerry, 
taled the, name Galt, was shot 32. He went as far as the 8th 
and wounded as he tried to grade at Quincy and then en-

escape arrest at 1:30 a m. May 
6, 1952, . for robbing a taxi 
driver of $11 at 19 W. Delaware tcorporatio but quit in 

'st. He says his father. 

Tells of Robbery " desertl the family in l94land 
He 

stated he was never in sus 
The robbery victim, Louis C. trouble before and if givero-

Knox, 6945 N. Paulina St., a batiOn, he would get .a jo 
Red Top taxicab driver, said never become involved with the 
Ray entered his cab 4 Maple law again." 
and Clark streets and ordered Less Than Candid 
him to drive to 67 E Cedar. 
There, he placed a pi'ol at the Ray was less than candi 
driver's head and robbed him, with Prystaiski in assessing his 

4 Across the street, Robert previous behavior pattern. Tho, 
Everhart, 7404 N. Overbill ay., he insisted to Prystaiski that 

saw the robbery in progress 
and began chasing Ray, calling 
for assistance from police. 
George Green, then a Chi 

cago avenue patrolman and' 
now a captain, and , John' 

gh, then a patrolman' 
is working for the! 

MeDono 
who n 
Chicag civil defense . office, 
gave thase. Green fred a 

warning shot. / 
Ray, who was trying to es-

cape down an alley, was trapped 
on top of a fence. When he re-
fused to surrender, Green fired 
another shot, hitting Ray in 

Arvey 
June, 

t. ' Mrs. Hugh, Schwa 
ho has  beenliving  

.rullerton address Thi 
'aid the, building is 
family residence. 
The Schwartzberg residence 

is rented from the McCormick 
Theological seminary. An as-
sistant to the seminary treas-
urer said the three-story brick 
home was used as a rooming or 
boarding house in 1952 and later 
was remodeled into a one-fam-
ily residence. 
The Callaghan Publishing 

company was located at 401 E. 
p of the ar-
br the corn-
at 6141 N. 
mpioyment 

records of persons leaving the 
company are destroyed after 
right years. 
"We have no way of know-
n if he ever worked here," 

Ohio St. at the tins 
rest. A spokesman: 
pany, now located 
Cicero ay., said 

he was honorably discharged 
with ,the rank of private first 
class, army records show he 
was diinharged for "general 
ineptness and lack of adaptabil-
ity for military service." He 
served three months in the 
guardhouse for being druqic and 
for "breaking arrest." 
He 41so lied to the probation 

officers in denying he wa con-
victed in Los Angeles in 1949 
for burglary and in Alton in 
1951 for driving without a li-
cense. 
At the time of his arrest, he 

gave hisaddressat853YUhler. 

listed in the army in 1946. he spokesman said. 
"He tates he worked for the Because of his Chicago resi-

at the 

p1966 
'ji one-

dence, Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation agents , have been CHICAGO 
checking all north side room-
ing houses since Tuesday night, cii 
Tim TrnBuim learned. 
Federal agents, pursuing the 

possibility that Ray, who as EDITION: 
Gait claimed he was an unem-
ployed seaman, checked mem1DATE 
bership records, of the Sea-
farer's International union at / 
9893 Ewing ay. A union office PAGE / COL:,.j s c 
worker said a computer cieck 

?SEixwLt' 
Ph the ' Li Li t Lu 

er and 1IICAGO nu 

of names disclosed then 
"J. . Ray" as a mcml 
the 'BI was provided 
malj's work permit ni 
his iocial security number. 
The office worker said it ap-' 

peared the Ray listed as a 
member would be much older 
than the man being sought 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



[TRIBUNE Staff Photo] 

Ray Wounded in 1952 
Policemen question James Earl Ray in picture taken in 1952 after 

he had been wounded by police as lie tried to escape in 10-dollar holdup 
of cab driver. He was later sentenced on charge,' 
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fi gitive Called 
a Loner Wh 
Likes to, Dance 
FBI agents describe James 

Earl Ray, accused slayer of 
Martin Luther King, as a loner 
who roamed thruout the coun-
try using a variety of aliases. 
He is described as being 40 

years old, 5 feet, 10 inches, 
weighing 163 to 174 pounds, 
with brown hair and blue eyes. 
Ray has a small scar on his 

forehead and another on his 
right palm. His left ear pro-
trudes slightly farther from his 
head than his right ear. 

Likes Western Music 

He f also reportedly speaks 
with slight southern accent, 
likes lao u n try and western 
music and has a nervous habit 
of pulling at an ear lobe with 
his left hand. 
He has a reputatio as a 

loner. Ray is a neat dresser 
and avid dancer. Age have 
discovered he took d ai ci n g 
lessons in at least three cities 
between 1964 and 1968. 
His aliases include John Wil-

lard, Harvey Lowmyer, James 
McBride, James Walton, W. C. 
Herron, and James O'Connor, 
in addition to Eric Starvo Galt. 
Ray is known to have worked 

as a baker, a laborer, and a 
color matcher, and has claimed 
to b a merchant seaman, a 
cook and a shipyard worker. 
Al   he was an escaped con-

vict,Lhe was able to btain a 
drivers license under tie name 
of Gait a year ago, vhen he 
purchased a new whtte Mus-
tang. 

Passes Mental Test 

He has lived as far west as 
California and as far south as 
New Orleans. 
Ray underwent a mental ex-

amination afteranunsuccess 

Misspuri state prison an was 
fou4d to have no mentil dis-
ease or defect within th law." 

lie was born in Alt Ill., 
and left school after the 10th 
grade. Hospital records at Ful-
ton, Mo., list his pareis as 
deceasei, but prison records 
list his nother as Mrs. ucille 
Ryan, f St. Louis. 
Ray reportedly has a 

brother, Jerry, living in a west-
ern suburb of Chicago, and a 
wife in Birmingham, Ala. 
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'-' mes Earl Ray 
Has Long Rpcord 
BY WILLIAM GARRETT 

Months before James Earl 
Ray, 40, was being hunted in 
the assassination of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr., the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion was on his trail. 
That's nothing new, tho. Ray 

has escaped or tried to escape 
froqii authorities so many times 
he was given the nikname 
"Tile Mole" in the lissouri 
Ste penitentiary at Jfferson 
City, Mo. 
The FBI has been looking 

for Ray since a federal war-
rant was issued charging him 
with unlawful flight acros, 
state lines after he broke out 
of the Missouri prison April 
23, 1967. 

Worked in Food Service 

Harold Swenson, the prison's 
warden, said Ray aprently 

ed in a bread truck. 
son said Ray wo*ed in 
rison's food servict build-

esca 
Swei 
the 
ing tend had access to trucks 
that delivered bread baked in 
the prison to prison farms 
elsewhere. 
Raymust have hidden in   

big I4ead box ilf the Irearot 
the *uck, Swenson sid, and 
jumpd off before th truck 
got to the prison farm. 
On two other occasions he 

was reported missing but was 
found in the prison both times. 

Ray was found hiding in a 
ventilator shaft while trying to 
escape on March 14, 1966. 
On Nov. 19, 1961, Ray tried 

to scramble, over the wall 
usin a ladder, but the ladder 
col1ased. 
Ecept for his escaIe at-

temts, Ray had a reltively 

good prison record, Siyenson 
said. He described Hay as "a 
loner," saying he had "no 

close associates or friends." 
Ray was taken to the Mis-

souri prison after being con-
victed for the 1959 holdup of 

a St.. Louis supermarket. He 
was se,ftenced to 20 yers. 
Po1ie said Ray and nother 

man ad robbed . an A4on, Ill., 
supermarket of $191 earlier 
that year. 

Born in 1928 

Ray was born in Alton on 
March 10, 1928. His father, 
James Earl Ray 'Sr., is listed 
as a laborer on birth records 
there. His mther is Mrs. Lu-
cille Ryan of`1 St. Louis. 

He dropped 

Ia. There is no record of a 
conviction. 

Ray license. 

s arrested in Alton, 
Ill., on ly 23, 1951, for liav-
big no erator's license jand 
no city  

out of schdol in Less than a year latek he 
the 10th gradl, and left Alton was seized in Chicago after 
to join the army in 1946. 
Ray was given a general 

discharge in December, 1948,' 
for ineptness and inability to 
adapt to army life. 
Army records show Ray 

served 3 months at hard labor 
for drunkenness and breaking 
arrest. 
A year aster he got out of 

the army, Ray was arrested 
after he ti4d to steal type-

1,  I 
writer frnt a cafete7ia in 
downtown Los Angeles. 
Ray ran after being sur-

prised by the assistant mana-
ger. A parking lot attendant 
grabbed Ray, but he broke 
away, droppmg his army dis-
charge papers and a bank 
book. 
Four days later, the atten-

dant saw Ray emerging from a 
bank and alerted police. 
Ray was sentenced to 90 days 

in the County jail for second 
degree burglary and was 
placed on 2 years' probation. 

O tir Arrest iiI" 
In 1950, Ray was arrested 

,for vagrancy JaR ids, 
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robbing a"cab driver'onf the 
'near north side. 

He fvas sentenced to 1 Ito 2 
years àt the Illinois State pnti-
tentiay at Joliet, was trans-
ferred to the state prison at 
Pontiac, and was released on 
March 21, 1954. 

U. S. Postal Charge 

Five months later, ay was 

arrested for burglarylay in Ed-
wardsville, Ill. 

On March 23, 1955,  was 
arrested by a Missouri high-
way patrolman in Hannibal, 
Mo.,for breaking into a Kan-
sas ity postoffice. 
Ra was convicted of forg-

ing overnment documents - 
post i money orders—and was 
sentenced to 3 years and l 
months in Fort Leavenworth, 
Kas., -federal prison. 
Aft f his release in Aprii, 

1958, Ray returned to lton. 
His aJrest for the St. Lois su-
permarket robbery anil his 
$mprisonment followed tIle next 
!year. 

[AP Wirephotosi 

This is 1968 FBI photo-sketch of Ray, alias Eric Gait 

Thisis 1952 police photo of James Earl Ray 
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finger Prints 
U.led to otifl 

Illinois Man, 40 
BY DON HARRIS 

Rivaling some of the great-
est manhunts in history, the 

leaves unanswered a motive for 
the crime.. 

is speculation t iat 
Ray as hired to kill Kiig. 
The civiI rights leader as 
shot o death April 4 while 
standiig on the balcony of a 
Memphis motel. 
The fatal shot was traced to 
a bathroom in a nearby flop-
house. The suspect, using the 
name John Willard, had rented 
a room in the building. He 
fled, leaving behind a Reming-
ton 30.06 caliber rifle and fin-
ger prints. 

search for the killer of the Warden Harold Swenson of 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. the Missouri prison, from 
[today spread across the nation., which Ray escaped April 23, 

James Earl Ray, 40, born in 1967, said there is no doubt in 
Alton, Ill., is identified by the his mind that Ray "could be 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- a paid assassin ." 
tion as the assassination sus-

ck Po lice Records 
s extremely dangerous, 
ooded, and ruthless," 

ferson City, Mo., is b e g Swenso said. 
sought in Chicago, downstate Information from all over 
Illinois, Los Angeles, New the country is being chairieled 
- - , Birmingham, Ala., St. thru the FBI headquarters in 

and anywhere else he Washington. 

d. Now that the FBI has iden-

pect. Ch 
Ray, an escapee from the "He 

Missouri State prison at Jef- cold b 

Orlea 
Louis, 
has Ii' 

On"Most Wanted" List 

The FBI today placed Ray 
on its "most wanted" list. 

}; The suspect actually is the 
11th man placed on the trdi-
tional list of "10 most war4ed 

W jugitives," but. the search or 
Ray obviously overshadows all 
i others. 

FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover leading the massive 
hunt w it h Attorney General 

tified Ray as the mysterious 
Gait, police departments thru-
out the land are better able to 
assist in the search. 
His police record in various 

cities, including Chicago, is 
being checked. 

Hundreds Face Quizzing 

Hundreds of associates of 
Ray, including person he met 
while pending 13 yers and 5 

Ramsay Clark said, the fugi- month4 in prison, e being  
I tive was added to the list "to 
I insure the widest possible dis- soughtand quesUone. 
I semination of Ray's photograph Former prison mates of Ray 
and description to help effect will be watched closely in case 
his earliest possible location." the fugitive seeks refuge with 
Not since the days of the one of them. 

search for the Lindbergh baby ' The FBI has distributed pie-
kidnaper ,or J oh n Dillinger, 

tures of Ray, a complete de-

l. 

once labeled i-urine rneiiw No. 

l any 

1, have the FBI and othr law 
enforcement agencies pit so 
many rten on the trail of a 
fugitive 

Hired to Kill? 

The sudden disclosure by the 
FBI that Ray is the "Eric 
Starvo Gait," named as a sus-
pect in King's murder in a 

1era1 warrant issuedWed 

scription, including his habits, 
such as pulling an ear lobe 
with As left hand, an a list 

of his 
in m 
The i 

aliases, t; police 

WMany Arrests Likely!thT'iflCreaSed speculation 
Authorities expect numerous that more than one man used 

pickups of possible suspects. the name. They include: 
An unidentified man was taken A long-nosed man in his late 
from an Illinois Centrl rail- twenties who was seen in the 

road freight train yeterday Mem10-year 
his rooming house 

afternoon in Clinton, Ills after Lwhicthe shot was fired that 
,s received a t that killeKing. 
like Ray. 
county Sheriff Claude A old, quiet-spoken 

man who talked a b o u  the 
weather in a Birmingham, 
rooming house last fall. 
A 36-year-old "avid dancer" 

who bought a rifle in Birming-
ham, and who took dancing 
lessons in New Orleans at a 
time when Ray was in prison. 
An apparent inconsistency in 

the descriptions of Ray or Gait 
is that he is a loner, but likes 
to dance. 

"Very Smart Cookie" 

Warden • Swenson descrihed 
Ray as "a very smart cookik" 

was tough, wiry, ad 
deternined to go over tie 
wall,'  Swenson said. "He 
would never accept confine-
ment. He had to be out, free 

authoriti 
he looke 
DeWitt 

Barrett aid the man is being 
held pending identification by 
the FBI. Agents in Springfield, 
Ill., said they have no reason 
to believe the man is Ray, but 
are checking all leads. 
Identification should be eas-

ier now that authorities have 
complete sets of Ray's finger 
prints available for distribu-
tion. 

Finger Prints Checked 

The car has since been im-
pounded in Atlanta. 

In additin to Gait and Wil-
lard, Ray ised such aliass as 
Harvey Lowmyer, James Mc-
Bride, Janl.es Walton, W. C. 
Herron, and James O'Connor. EDITOR: LLOYD WENDT 
The name Gait was given COPY BUREAU 

when the rifle that was used  
kill King was purchased in Bir- C}L ICAGO 

mingham, Ida., 5 daysi before  the assassination. 

Some injyestigators believe 
Gait was a cover naive used 
by several men in a conspiracy  

to murder King. The FBI still 
insists there was no conspiracy, 

FBI Direct6r Hoover explain-
ed how it was determined that 
Gait and Ray were the same 
person. 
"A systematic and exhaustive 

search of latent finger prints 
uncovered in the Dr. King case 
[were matched] against the 
finger prints of more than 53,-
000 persons for whom 'wanted 
notices' have been posted in 
FBI files," Hoover said. 
The FBI did not say where it 

got the finger prints. There is 
speculation they were left in 
the rooming house, on the rifle, 
or on a 1966 white Mustang wit-
nesses reported leaving the vi-
cinity of the shooting. 

Other Aliases Listed 

cities. tho a brother of Ray reportedly 

ext step will be to flood has been qu41stioned in Chiago. 

smaller towns and sheriff's p0- More an One Man? 
lice with information on Ray's Some of tie various des rip-
background. tions of Galt given by persons 
-.-----iwhomethim in the—last 6 
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to do whatever he pleased. 
"They called him 'the mole,' 

because he would dig into the 
earh, do anything to try to 
get tout." 
Te warden said Ra never 

showed any prejudice toward 
Negroes. 

Escapes in Bread Truck 

- "He was a loner while in 
prison," Swenson said. "He 
was not agressive in manner, 
but the general feeling among 
prisoners was that he was a 
man to be left alone." 
Ray was unsuccessful in two 

escape attempts at the Mis-
souri prison. He made it on his 
third try, hiding in a bread 
truck. 
After one of his escape fail-

ures, Ray was sent to a prison 
hospital in Fulton, Mo., for a 
mental checkup. Dr. Donald B. 
Peterson, hospital superintend 
lent, comnented: 

"We give him our Grade A, 
Class I vorkup. We founl no 
mental sease or defect vith-
in the law." 

Served 7 Years 
Ray had served 7 years of a 

20-year sentence for the 1959 
armed robbery of a St. Louis 
'supermarket when he fled. 

In his home town of Alton, 
'Ill., his reputation is well 
known. Police Chief William H. 
Peterson described Ray as "a 
dirty-necked thief who slept all 

•he 

dayand stole all night." 
"His record is as dirty as 
is," Petersen said. 

Mystery About Lessons 
The FBI has yet to explain 

why, in its Wednesday state-
ment, it said Gait took dancing 
lessons in New Orleans in 1964 
and 1965. Ray was in the Mis-
souri prison then. 
• The federal warrant fof Gait 

aci 
sed him of conspirin with 

an"alleged brother" i the 
deh of King. 

ere areindications, how-
ev, that the FBI referred to 
the brother merely because 
this allowed them to use the 
• conspiracy charge. 

Members of Ray's family re-

authorities. 
In addition to the federal 

warrant, J 'y    is soughtrn 
Tennessee murder charge. 
Tennessee authorities are eX_ 

pectz,s to ask the death senJ 
tenc for King's slayer. 

J. EDGAR HOOVER 
Directs Search 

__ - J 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



[If I' 
_ i aying ing Suspec 

!Once Arrested H re 
4 BY JOEL WEISMAN 

k CHIAGO IS NO STRANGER to James Earl Ray, 40, 
sought in conection with the slaying of the Rev. Mann Luther 
King Jr. 

Ray, a native of Alton, Ill., was arrested here at 1:30 
a. in. May 6, 1952, after robbing a cab driver of $11 in front 
of 19 W. Delaware St. 

His capture by police was aided by a passer-by who 
chased Ray on foot, then flagged down a squad car. 

Ray was trapped in a dead-end alley, and was shot 
thru both arms as he tried to climb over a fence. He fell 
thru a basement window and was captured. 

WHEN RAY APPEARED before Chief Justice Wilbert 
F. Crowley of Criminal court, he begged for probation, prom-
ising that he would "never become involved with the law 
I again." 

Ray pleaded guilty to the armed robbery charge, and 
Crowley sentenced him to 1 to 2 years in prison. 

The case was prosecuted under the direction of Chief 
Judge John S. Boyle of Circuit court, then Cook county 
state's attorney. 

The fitness who helped chase Ray, Robert Everhart, 
48, of 747 Overbill ay., said he worried for al time that Ray 
might cone looking for revenge. Today, Evehart said: 
• "I dc' t care if he does come back. H4 doesn't worry 
me. I don't care a bit." 

EVERHART doesn't think Ray will be looking for him 
"because he's got other things on his mind." 

Everhart, who kept Ray's prison release date marked 
on a pocket calendar, said he has scarcely thought of him 
since 1955: 

Ray was discharged from Pontiac reformatory on March 
12, 1954. Everhart said he threw away .a clipping of the 
crime in June, 1955, assuming Ray would have come after 
him by then if he had planned to do so. 

Recalling the night Ray was seized in the cab driver 
robbery, Everhart said he was unable to catch the fleeing 
thief but saw him run into an alley between State and Dear-
born streets. 

Then he hailed two Chicago avenue district detectives, 
George ,Green, now a captain and watch commandfr of the 
8th disrict, and John McDonough, now retired. 

GREN FIRED a warning shot, but when Ray refused 
to surrnder, Green fired another shot, hitting him in both 
arms. 

As the detectives led the wounded Ray from the alley,' 
he looked up at Everhart and asked: 

"What are you going to get out of this?" 

r Everhart said hI1aughters, Sandra, 26, a school th 
er, and Susan, an advertising agency employe, and a son, 
Steve, 17, a high school student) never knew of the incident. 

All, in 11TTgverhart himself, were startled to learn 
that Ray is being sought as the suspeç!i1ir of King. 

WHEN RAY WAS arrested, he gave his address as 853 
Fullerton ay. The building, along with others in the 800 
and 900 blocks of Fullerton avenue, is owned by McCormick 
Theological seminary. In 1952 they were used as rooming 
houses. Today tthey are mostly single family units. 

The seminary has no record of Ray ever having lived 
there. 

Several merchants in the area were questioned by re-
porters, but none could positively say he recogizd Ray 
from picture released by the Federal Bureau of I4westiga-
tion. 

The FBI reportedly has questioned a brother , of Ray 
who lives in a western suburb. 

An FBI source said all persons who have known Ray 
will be questioned. 
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tCHICAGO'S AMaRIC IN Photo] 

BUILDING at 853 Fullerton ay., now an a'.artment 

building, once was a rooming house. James Earl Ray, 

sought in connection with the assassination of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King, said he lived here in 1952.  
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place where James •rt Ray /V/here Ray lived. . . 
· JJved in i St. '!1.Quis W not fit 
~ven :fat r-0~ches. · . •· .. THE MAN wlio lives in . 

It is a sad tattered place in Ray's -0ld room was a sba~ • 

' '"' 

':;~J 
!hole•:. 
,: , · Ii, 

when\ 
which. 014, s11d, tatterei'k men, bily :dresse~ ~ere~ct .. He was 
Hie. . . , ,,,, •. . t· , ., . ,M,.~ playmg solitaire m his 10-by- , ·.~.:.,.er~~~-,1 ... •.?:.'f;Y"~.!;.:.·7:i·.~.~:, 

. :~g; 

fas~nti;>l~ : P• a it ' of town . > ~ the roo_m; dirfy . heckered , / \, 
known;as Lafayette Square ... · ·•·. , ·l.molellin on the , • or, and ·I 

Toda:y. the neighborhood i§ • ;, : , dirty-gree11' waHpaper. ' . 
run down, like the thre~story There' is · ,a single bed, an 

. t9 ,stay, 
: :. mlJ,ae; .·. 

boarding 
The b .. 

a'bout on 
· nine year 
holdup · .. 
take~ . 
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Ray in ineup 
St. Louis police department photo of James Earl Ray. 

made in 1959 at time, of his arrest on an armed robbery 
charge. 
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man being sought for the mur-
der of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
escaped from the Missouri state 
prison in Jefferson City in a 
bread box. 
Prison officials said that, on 

April 23; 1967, Ray apparently 
hid in the large box in the rear 
of a truck and waited for the 
driver to take him outside the 
prison walls. Then he began 
wandering. He had, a number of 
aliases including that of Eric 
St all Gait. 
His scape from the Missouri 

state rison came on his third 
try. O4 March 14, 1966, he was 
found hiding in a ventilator 
tshaft: while trying to ecape. 
On Nov. 19, 1961, he tried 
to go over the prison wails by 
using a ladder.. The ladder col-
lapsed. 
It Convicted of Robbery 

He arrived at the prison after 
his conviction for the 1959 rob-
bery of a St. Louis supermar-
ket. Earlier that year, police 
I said, he and another man 
took $2,000 from a supermarket 
in Alton, Ill. 
) Donald B. Peterson, prison 
hospital superintendent, said: 
"We found no mental disease 

or defect within the law. There 
was nothing outstanding about 
him one way or the other ." 
L Ray had-been in St. Louis 
only ; short time Ibefore he 
was rrested for th robbery. 
Miss Helen McLaulin, who 
rented a room to Ray while 
he was in St. Louis, remem-
bered him as "a nice looking 
fellow who paid his rent just 
like anyone e1se. .....,.....—...'. 

KINO 'KILLING, 
tS.USpECT W S 

ESCAPE ARTST 
r W1 A Constant Problem 

Fled Missouri Prison Warden'Harold Swenson of 
the Missouri state prison said 

After Robbery Ray "was a constant disci-
U UL#I 3 plinar4y problem. He as always 

to hide out. I 
d to work alon 

Jefferson City, Mo., April 19 
seem [Special]—James Earl Ray, the R al '—or Gait—sho' 

e always 

red up in 
Birmigham, Ala., following his 
escape. He took up residence in 
a cheap rooming house. He 
bought an auto there—a white 
Mustang—and he also bought a 
rifle 
While wandering around, he 

described himself as a baker, 
which was a job he held in 
prison, and he described him-' 
self as a seaman, a job he 
apparently never held. 
She said she talked to Ray 

and his accomplice on the day 
they were arrested for the rob-
bery. 

Known as Racist q 
peopje who knew Gait in Los 

Angeles described him as a 
rabid racist. 

Gino Clarke, a bartender, 
said Gait was a nightly visitor 
to his Hollywood boulevard 
club. 
There he would drink screw-

drivers [orange juice and vod-
ka] and talk so strongly against 
Negroes, that there would have 
been, prçb1ems if any were 
around. j 
One niht, Clarke said, alt 

got so steamed up aboit a1 
woman praising Negroes 'that 
he grabbed her arm and pushed 
her to the door, shouting, "I'll 
drop you off 'in Watts and see 
how you like it there.'  
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P"r'"0"*W6i§`HiR'*7 Gait 

Birmigham, Ala., April 19 
UPP—Eiie Starvo Gait, named 
in warrants as the slayer of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
may have been a code phrase 
for the entire assassination op-
eratiôn rather than one per-
son's name,  investigators 
theorized today. 
Sources close to the investi-

gation ' said the name Eric 
Starvo Gait appears in too 
many widely scattered places 
at about the same time along 
with varied descriptions—thus 
leading to the mor&than-one 
Gait theory. 

2' Key Incidents 
Two key incidents in the in-

tensive nanhunt for Gait, or 
?James E 
witnesses 
and Fed 
gation agents of seeing Gait in 
two places at the same time. 
Last, March 1, the Alabama 

highway patrol received a call 
from a man identifying himself 
as Eric S. Gait and asking for 
'a duplicate to a driver's license 
that he claimed to have lost. 
Five days after the duplicate 

form, was mailed the state pa-
trol headquarters in Mont— 
gomery received the paid bill, 
for the license. 

Both Saw Gait 
Two gasoline station attend-

ants in Birmingham said they 
saw Gait in their station as re-
cently as mid-February. 
Both these stories conflict 

with an earlier FBI statement 
that Gait was in Los' Angeles 
at a bartending schoOl. 
To further complicate things, 

roonprs and the manager of 
the 'loarding house in Birming-
ham where Gait stayed said he 
has ot been seen since he ieft 
last Oct. 7. 
The gasoline  station m-

pioyes, Jimmy Phillips nd 
Henry Rowell, told the FBI a 
man resembling the FBI's pic-

ri Ray, point out that 
have told newsmen 
al Bureau of Investi-

ture of Gait, who drove a white 
Mustang, traded at their station 
last September and October and 
in February. 

Trace Trading Stamps 
It was learned the FBI traced 

trading stamps found in the 
Mustang when it was confisca-
ted in Atlanta to the stamp 
company in New 'York, back to 
Birmingham and to thedistrict 
manager who would have sold, 
stamps to the gasoline station. 
The station is located only a 

short distance from the room-
ing house where Gait lived from 
last August to October. 
Sources said the conflict may 

be resolved by the theory that 
at least two men - men who ' 

resembled each otler, 
perhaps brothers - used the 
alias Eric Starvo Gait. 

Theory Is Supported 
The widely varying descrip-

tions seem to support the 
theory that there is more than 
one Eric Starvo Gait. 
They include: 
From the Memphis assassina-

tion witnesses, an artist's draw-
ing of a man neatly dressed, 
in his late twenties, with a long 
nose. 
From the Birmingham board-

ing house, a picture of a 30-
year-old man, quiet, soft-spoken. 
From the FBI, under the 

name Eric Gait, a 36-year-0141 
man who is an "avid dancerf' 
and jtook dancing lessons 
New r1eans at the time Jim 

Earl Ray 

was imprisoned in 
Missouri.  
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a, 
j,....,..--~. 

Sbug/b 
·In.City 
By FBI 

By Art Petacque 

l
~;d- four aliases - James 

McBride, James Walton, Wil­
Iiam~H err on and James 
O'C or. , _ 

Irr their manhunt~e FBI 
age s checked 53, finger­
prints with the prin found 
in the King killing. 

Besides dance studios, they 
checked bartender schools and: 
the bartenders' union, carry- , 
ing with them at least two 
photos of Galt. 

When they learned- from the 
James Earl Ray, 40,, fingerprints that Galt really ' 

suspected as the slayer of Dr. was Ray, they began a re-• 
Martin Luther King Jr., is a check of evei:y place they had 
former Chicago resident -who visited previously. 
has bee!). sought here during It was learned that agents 

'the last week by FBI agents, called at the four Fred As­
The Sun-Times le~rned Fri- taire Dance Studios at 32 w. 
day. · Randolph, 1623 W. Melrose, 

Ray; also known as · Eric 4077 N. Milwaukee and 2i44 
Sta:rvo Galt, is a native od W. 95th. 
Alton, Ill., and apparently is j Also checked was a fifth 
an avid d a n c e r who fre- : studio, the Winn School of 
quented · learn - to - dance stu-1 \ · Music and Dancing, 3845 w. 
dios. F u 11 e r t o n, wheref ents 
For this ;eas.on, FB11· age. nts sho.wed employes a .. pi · e of 

in ·i last four or fi days Ray. - · 
hav checked at lea four · ,, e could identify hi . ·' . 
dan . studios in Chica , and lived in Chicago· for, 
pro .· bly more, - looking for aho nine months in tfie ear: 
him. ly -- 50s. Oµ May 6, 1952;/ he 

3 Names Checked was arrested by Chicago .Av; 
The Sun-Times learned that detective George Green; now 

agents .supplied dance studio · watch commander of the Sth 

•

:··•.p.~.·.r. li.t·$·.er:o. · .. ·.:.::.~.t. :.-.!~k_j.t.· ~.·.h·e .. -.. : .... ··.· : ... ·.r .. ohn· .. ·1.·s·t·n·· .. ··c.·t .. ·i:: .. ~.-:.n.·o.·d.'..no:.~~.; P .• :.~.-.rce·t·n··:e-·r.·. 
tram.es t,_f ... · e. ir··· rE!g·. }ste. re ... stu. -~.1.: · tired; <tor · :armed. _fQb~l'Y: <' dents. 0: : of the nam . wast, .Gx,ee,n: llt_Mf!-YO~ Daley s broth-
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service for ".inepiness· -arid· I Ray . aiso . lfy~d;; j~' Quille~: 
'hi~f~~ lack of adaptability· for mill- i and later was -PicJced Jip in 

tary service." . · St. Louis for a:o,p.ec:l·_ro{!bery· 
· ; who g~ve his. address 

tb'ifu 853- W, .. Er:Men,,m, told 
1police that he worked. as ·a 
!1abot:er at 409. E. Ohio and 
/p\4S been fo Chicago nine 
'fuonths. He was arrested at 
[lh.w. Deht~are, and charged· 
(with the robbery of Louis 
'}{frox;, then ,of 6945 N. Pau­
l Un<\, police records show; 

. (No one in the· area around 
853 W. Fullerton remembers 
Ray.) 

.He was also charged with 
'robbing a Yellow Cab Co. 
' driver, Earl Docker. 

Knox was a passenger in 
the cab driven by Docker. 

Th~ gun used !n the robbery 
was not found. 

Ray was held to the 'Cook 
County grand jury on $3,000 
bond by the late Fe!ony Court 
Judge Matthew Hartigan. He 
was convicted and sentenced 
on June 4, 1952,·by Judge Wil­
bur- Crowley to one to two 

. years in prison. 
He was taken to Stateville 

Penitentiary at Joliet where 
1 he wore prison No. 32419, 
and on July 7, 1952, was trans­
ferred to Pontiac (Ill.) Refor­
matory-, 'where he wore No. 
19121. 

Ray's prison record says he · arfd was smtfw;a4,_t~ 26'y~ar~ 
was a ,.,. policeman t in prison as. a habitual crim1-
while servmg in Germany. nal, Petersen:recalled. · 

Records show his religio~ to It · was · while serving this 
b!Y'Baptist, and his ancestry I term that Ray escaped ..• 
English and German. Since then; he has been• 

The mother apparently re- sought by the FBI on a. com­
married and is listed as Mrs. plaint filed in Jefferson City, 
Lucille Ryan, of 214 Spring, Mo., charging him with.• un­
Quincy, Ill., _according to Illi- lawfully fie e in g Missouri ~i 

nois prison records. to avoid confinement. :', 
Ray also had an arrest rec- A Chicago Police Depart- ' 

ord in Alton. ment photograph of . Ray 
Police Chief William H. Pe: , showed a man with dark,\ 

tersen recalled him as a ! straight hair parted on the 
•~ru~nelilked ,,thief who sle~ left side, clean shaven,,st~d- -
an •day. :mut ~ an·. -_. ing 5 feet 10 and· w ghing 0 

Petm'Ben 1:said .Ray Ji _ , , .. - 150 pounds. --... 
Wegner's Foodliner the,;re, · Cook County, Circuit Coutt: 
only six Mocks from °thlpo.. Chief Judge John S. Bqyle ., 
lice station, in Augµst, 59. was state's attorney at ·.the ,I 
, "His··reeord is~~;i :'.as•, ti~ Ray was proseduted -·, 

; he ;s," . aid Pete;~~~: a:-:~~~ he; pleaded ~lty to the 
dates ck to January, 1949. cha e, records show. 

On·. J . y 19, ·1951, Ray was l " 
arrested for not . having a 

. driver's license. Also in July, 1\ 
1951, he received a 90-day sus­
pended sentence for vagrancy. 
In August,. 1954, he was ar- . 
rested for burglary, and in 
January, 1955, he received a ·: · 
one,year suspe~ded sentence : 
for . vagrancy •again. 
' B e r nj e ;Burford, 

said he knew Ray in Alton ; 
was discharged on March 12, described him as a "happy-go- i 
1954. . i lucky'' person who liked to ; 

He. served his full term arid 

It was learned that . Ray · · sing with hillbilly bands. ' · •· 
was born I I in- 1

: He said he remembered'cRay • •· 
Alton, Ill., in the ff Iy home • from the time Burford IJted;, 
at 102~. 9th. His ather w~s ; : in a hillbilly band fu t. ,~Joi· 
James, a labore and his /1 Tavern in Alton. · ,-,"".., , 

· mother as listed a Lucy 111a- ' ... "He_ used to come m. ·. i.,}h.i;·!·! 
: her Ra timei· whenever· we .Pr -.d;c''f .1 
. - He was their first son, rec- said urford, now a tri:eclianlc : 1 

_ 

ords. in the Madison Co~ty at.; a • _e;rvi·ce·,'$. tation at. Aclf~it~#,r.·.·.·1 

Courthouse at Edwardsville. .Bell m~Alton ... · · · • •- · ·. 
show'. " /'lie: used· to' conie ':fu\ ·· 

A ,Dr. David Duggan de- ()OfueSrigh't l,tJl toJljf ,. 
li\teted him. "talk t9 ·us; /ft$t · ·• · 

. )~~11:eft hom~ .at the a~e ?f · 
· r6,,)fnd· entereJ the Ar'l!iY:•-i_11;-:1:;~ · · ,. 
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By Robert L. Jackson · and. Ronald J. Ostrow' 
Special from the Los Angeles, Tilne~ 

Eric Starvo Galt, the shadowy suspect in· .. tlie slaying of Dr. Martin, 
Luther King Jr., was identified Friday by the FBI as 'an eicaped ·armed 
robber and car thie,f whose real name is James Earl Ray. · · · 

The Federal Bureau of In-: sons. In 1955, he was ,coniict­
vestigation said it uncovered · ed of irging postal ey 
Ray, 40, by tediously matching orders · Missouri and se en­
faint fingerprints -found in the ced to t e federal penitent · y 
two -wee k - old · investigation at Lea enworth, Kan., until 
against those•of more than 53,- 1958. In 1960 he was imprison-
000 fugitives• described in F~I ed for the armed robbery. 
files. Aner at least one urtsuccess~ 

Ray, who employed a var- ful attempt td escape from the 
iety of ~ther aHases during .an. I Missouri prison, Ra_y made his 
18-year crime career, is now · break last year, apparently 

· the object of one of the great- hidfng in a bakery truck that 
est manhunts in history in~ was making deliveries outside 
volving FBI, . _and State and the walls . to prison honor 
local police across the coun- . farms. _ · . 
try. An unsuccessful is·. pe at-

Eacaped A Y!_ar Ago te1 !in 1966 cau · . · ay :to 
. Ray escaped April 23, 1967, be.,. ansferred to . t state 
froni the Missouri State· Pen- me al hospital at Fu1t n, Mo., 
itentiary at Jefferson City. He' wh e he underwent ''mental 
ha.d served seven years of a obs~rvation" from Sept. 8 to . 
20•yeJ sentence fij the $120 Oct. 21, 1966. . 
a.rme . robbery_ of.. St. Lo_uis ,Dr. nald Peters ,'b 
super arket and f . stealmg 
a car ·· . · . . . 

His arr.est record, the .FBI shoul not be considet~d •iah 
said, traces back to 1949 when I e mental patient." ~ ex• 
he was convicted of a Los An- , I ined that many i ates. 
geles burglary for which he · · · · .. 
served time in. the county jail. . . . try to escape are; ~t:c:fQ 

. : . ~ Itidln Truck FuJJ;on Jor ji1ental elf 0Ji:r<j:-
.. ''.KJi' ,:was. convicted of a Chi-·, tron ttfdetermine if ~iie1)9Jtw :· 

5 ~~~:~\;,~~~\i( }~~~~ry .i~ __ lfm2 --- -- ~p , ,, 

·, · ·:two· years in Jo-
li\¥.il§-#; • Ill.; .state pii.:. 

/J 
l I J1 , 
i 1 l / .1 

ctt1cAOO s' 
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rrtzr: ..... 
I wl;ut,ts~~r of. 'any . mental di- · 

sease·.·' or defect," .Peterson . · 
:said, He said the prisoner was. -Th~ bureau's dossier on 
"we1L behaved with us" and Ray indiCJWitlf&has been a 
:exhibited no strong. r a c i a 1 drifter· iFeias worked as a 

, l):r~judice~ or other psycho- baker,· laborer and color 
logical quirks. matcher. 

While at the. mtiltal hospita!, 
1 

A 1960 rison photograph re­
Ray was confmed to a mrua-1 p. b the FBI 
mum security ward for t h e leased Fnday Y . . , 

· · II · · with front and side views, cnmma y msane. . 
1 

h · f 
Ray's hospital records listed showed a slight Y t mner a~e 

a brother Jerry Ray of Post with sharper nose ~~ the 
Office B~x 22, Whe:ling, . III. "Galt" p h o t o distnbuted 
In addition, a wanted poster Wednesday· . 
issued by Missouri authorities Army Record Tamted 
when Ray escaped from prison During almost two decades 
last year also listed · a John of, arrests and convictions, 
Ray of St. Louis as a brother. . Ray has used such aliases as 

No trace of either brother James McBride, James Wal­
could be found by reporters ton, w. C. Herron and James 
Friday, and the FBI declined O'Conner, in addition to Har­
comment when asked about vey Lowmyer, John Williard 

1 
them. and Galt. 

Warra[\ts Still Apply His army record, too, was 
The FBI conspiracy charge · tainted. After enlisting at East 

:filed Wednesday again s ,t st. Louis, Ill., in 1946 - at the 
"Galt" said he had conspired age ·of 17 - he was sent'c· ed 
against Dr. King with an un- to three months' hard bor 
named brother. Sources have for drulenness and bre ing 
since suggested; however, that arrest. · 
only one suspe~ is being He w given a general dis~ 
sought. charge in December, 1948, due 

The· conspiracy w a r r a n t to "ineptness and lack of 
against "Galt," as weil as a adaptability for military serv­
later Tenn~ssee first-degree ice," the FBI said. 
murder charge against him, 1-_:_---::------==--=== 
still apply against Ray, fed-

Rty· 
eral sources said. ! 

The FBI said all ivities 
and travel previous! attri­
butedio "Galt" actu .. y ap­
ply t Ray-with one excep­
tion. · he . burea9 had , said 
"Galt' took dancing lessons 

i Louis po 1c:e ep<1r , , , , 
· T959 after .his a_tresf th11<i 
on ,a .charge of .armed rQ.~?;:)

1 · µ~rt, (M> - . ::-- ·• \.{i 

in New Orleans in. 1964 and 
1965;· but this was an. error 
since the. suspect was in pris-
-mtllt .the time. . 
.. ~:rities. :s.aid Ray did at-

~~ii.~: 
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This ph • of James Earl Ray was taken in · 
1959 by the St. Louis police after he was 
arrested- and charged with the armed 
robbery of' a gr~cery there. 

: / ;;;:;{t/lii~;>i1 

. ·. ' I 
This drawing was issu~d by the ''E,BI 
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther· King Jr, 
It was composed fron;i descriptions of a 
man calling himself Erk St~rvo Galt.·· 

·., 
j:-

i 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 

.·~ 

f-,.om 
By Joe Cappo \ hi~~ ~ State and Delaware. in 

:1 ; , the.Rush St. dbcrict. _1 · 
Ja:.ies Ear 1 Ra,; 'Jassed · ·: -

. . , h 1 J •
1 d h d ~/hen they reached ,he des-

tnror,g many p aces-a!l 1a t· , . . th dri·,,,,,., Loui·s . .th th 1 . _ 1mmon, .e , •• 

intemperate; personality rat­
ing: u r1· s t a b I e; psychiarric 
p ~ 0 g n ) s i s: problemati~ to 
doubtful; social type: soc1a\lY , run

1
-iusf 'tvhi ~ lmdv_ P sCel~- Ktlox, of 6945 N. PaulLri.a, said era o em, me u mg 11- . inadequate.'· 

caao-before he became one Ray put a gun to his head After a month at Joliet, Raif 
of 

0

the nation's rnost wanted aud demarrded money. As was shipped to the state pem-
Knox turned o\·cr $11 to 1he . t Ponti·ac He was men. 

1
1 .

1 
tentiary a 1 • 

The Illinois native wanted on bandit ,Robert EveJhart, of , released March 12, 1954, at the 
charges of murder and con- ' ' · 1 • ·ration of his sentence. 

7404 N.1 Overhill, saw what expi . spiracy in the assassination of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther was happening and 'hailed a 

I 

AT THE Tli\IE, Ray listed 
King Jr. is described by the '. squad dtr. ! the address of his rnother, 
FBI as a loner and a drifter- i • 1 Lucille in Quincy, Ill. He also 
not un. like some other :\gures The policemen, G e O r g e !I · ct h ' had two brothers John 

. Green, now watch command- .'. sai e b th oun<>e; t'.'!an 

i spe· ell and Lee Harvev Oswald: he 

r:-:---------- -
(f11ot,·.Jr•• 1,•rq,·, ,1,,: ,, ... , 

1 

, in r (/;cent history, Richard er at the Chicago Lawn Dis- ·_, .. and Jerry, 0 Y O
. . I 

- trict and John McDo_ noug.h, 
1
, · • d • ly · · As ·was the case \ .. ith' Speck ' · · f h rste vanous 

l·ar,d :o.,wald, a ;ensationdI now retired, chased R'"a.y on[, His at er, 
1 

Gl"\or 0 e was I -- CHICAC',O DAILY NE'WS 
" foot. 11\ as ·James or .: b ~. d • 

'•- 'I - l . ! I sometimes repartee d~.;e,1se , 
'muA~er case has '•,.iiulred Ray At ~- 9_ V'.. Delav,:are, t,h' e r,.e-1: sometimes reported as having. __ CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

froni! obscurity: i t ··d · R d cl - h 
(j ' por 1 ea, s,. ,a? 1ve r1rou,; I left home in 1947. ''~---_.., 

RAY KNOWN as Eric Srarvo a ba,emem wmdow 3:·; Green Rav wjs born 
' Galt to millions of _An,ericans, fires at him. Hit in bo·.h arms, □- in Alton, Ill. He attended : 
! did not spend much time in he was arrested and; treated . ---- 1 

Chicago. He does not seem to at Henrotin Hospital before a rural grarnhiar schoohnear· t 1,.r.•: 4-20-68 
have spent much time any- being transferred to the House Alton, and dropped out :i.bout 1:,!t1;,.,.,RED STREAK 
where since the end

1 
of his 17th I of Correction. :J i1 the 10th grade. ' Au•h .. ,: JOE CAPPO 

_year. // 1 . ~, ·/ In February, 1946, hEL en- ,:.rar,,r: 
• Ray came here late in 1951 ': RAv . THEN 2' p'"iaL>ci: listed in the Army, but was ROY M. F ISE?::R 

• - ' · I .1, .. . -:t, i... .. r '-' •' . . . 1'1tl,·· 
i and :11oved mw a rnod~~t room I guilty rd armed robbery · and j grven a genera! discharge m 1 

MURKIN t a,t ~-! 3 w. Ful~erton, .o,v~ed_ by l asked for prob9.tion, saying he• D_ecember, rn_48, because of, 
I tMJ' . McCornuck Tneo1og1cal .. would "get a job and never,\ "1~e?tn~ss Qil? lack of_ ad~pt-

Semmary. . . .. l get involved with the law; ab1!1ty ror rn1l1tary service. Ch,mwt,•r: 

l.i.t one pomt, Ray listed n1s again." 1.1,· THE NEXT REPORT • of "' place of employment as 409 · 
44-1114 

, h Ray was sentenced to 1 to Z i Rav comes from Los Ange'es. c1.,,.,.i1,,·.ir 1 .,•i: E. On.iJ, where he said , e was ¢, , 
1 , A b .. , . yec:rs in prison by Judge '\Vi,- i He was arrested for burgl:~rv_. !;,it~-~:~'...'.'..'_·• .. ' .. •_!!_•.•.•.·:c I a _aoc;;;,=r. . pu !1Smng com- b F C 1 d d . - H CAGO 

pany Iocalfd.there at the ~me, /~iag~ws;~';·~~;t:;1 fo~E,l~o~~I !~/{;! :~;:e1:~e;~u~~Y /Jf'. mi COPY SENT T;1 ~-:"~"~. '' 
however,/ says it has no; rec- vi~ts ac J olisii· ~ "I In 1950, [!e wa5 arrested_ for ,- -- ---~- · 

0

1) -~ 'j --~ ,) /. . ~ / 
ord of bin¾. J Reports m}de there inC:icate vagrancy m Cedar _\i1.ap1ds, , y..~ 

Another employer he listed Raf }1aJ ; ~~per~o~-.;~~~1t:; Iowa, but 1\~as released. The l s::-:1;:;>CHED:··- ___ JNDEXE_,~ · . 
. was the Avery Corp .. 3500 N. ratin.:, anu 1:1.1 m.t:.,."_,fa__ . i SERIAL!i~_C.., . .FltE~~ 

j quotlent of 120 to 128. o·<:,,,· . next ·vear, he was p1cli,ed up · . . · . . . Kimball, but it has 1,10 re(;Xl w,__ J ' A I) R 2 2 1968 
I R sections of the renort were not ·1 in Alton for dri"'.ing witnout . 1 • o~ J¥.,mes Ear ay. ;: ,. · I 

ABOUT 1::JO A.l\I. on May 6, 
· 1951, Ruy hailed a J Red Top 
taxi 0:1 the Near North Side 

, :;;nrl ordered the driver to take 

so favurabie: "Use of alcobol: j an operato_r's icense. . \ ml ---- CHI~~~~-·--- _. 
. Some time after that he --·•···-+------•""·-·-----•-T"--rn_::;f 

came to Chicago. . _ ____J___]!'.. · J 
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