Ray

“his trial for the

Luther King Jr., observers
culated here Tuesctay.

- ‘postponement possibility
ruptéd Sunday -as Ray sur-
jsingly dropped his attorney,
thur ‘Hanes ' Sr.,- for Texas
i torney Percy Foreman

. RBattle was believed inclifed
fotagree to the delay becagse
lhe is determined to -offer fas

[ appeal if it comes to that.

ALSO, the soft-spoken judge
Monday threw: open to the pub-
/dic 70 .courtroom seats-that had
“been roped off for prospective |
“jurors — a move that strength-
- ened the delay speculations.
The switch to Foremat an-
“nounced almost on the opening

“‘night of the trial. — came as-
Ray dnd his younger - brothers, |

“John and J erry, finally con-
| £luded they were too™disturbed
-with Hane’s pre-trial perform-
vance to stake a life on it.
_“Jimmie and Hanes just
dldn’t communicate,”. Jerry
asserted “He’d (Ray ask
dhes -a ‘question and he
“wdnldn’t answer it.”
Foreman admits he’s ‘“‘dope
work on the'casg, and ‘caf’t
.any till I am part of it.”’
"The towering Texan has lost :
nly one man to the execution- |
cer-in 1,000 criminal cases-and
s defended such personal- '
ies .as" Jack Ruby ‘and
adice Mossler. ) ,
lanes says he plans to h ng

s owe;i plm_ in- Iegal _fe_, .

ng: as' far from wealthy.

: of -the Rev. Dr. Mar- thef judge’s narrow, windo

. loopholes as possible Tor.

that Ray and his brothers are

;- Until Tuesday’s hearmg d

les§ courtroom, Foreman ha1
no Jegal standing in the case
Hares was still the attorney
of record.

However, Hanes, a.former
Birmingham * «(Ala.) - mayor,
said he was ready to step
down because “I never want
a reluctant client.”

Foreman, who enjoys . his
reputation as. a flamboyant | - '
| personality, tried Tuesday to James Parl Ray’s lawyer
avoid the publicity spotlight.

spent Monday prepa%ing |
| thefmotion requesting Battl to ‘
“acchpt him' as Ray’s attorbey
-andj to delay the trial, and”he
met a second time-with-Ray,
whom he decided to represent
after a four-hour session Sun-
day..

RAY’S BROTHER John said
James Earl was “much
pier” with his new attorney;

Hanes was not the first 1gw-
yer dumped by Ray. In 1%9,
he tried to dismiss his attor-
ney near the end of a five-day
robbery trial in' St. Louis.

‘The judge overruled his ar-
| gument, but Ray dropped the
man, anyway and later argued
["his ¢wn appeal before the M
1 sour} Supreme. Coutt, a1
" Ry was serving tha

‘when_he “escaped - from pm Gn
in Aprll 1967. .
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vknow as late as \twe we S

W YORK (UPI) — Jary es
Earl Ray, accused of
assassinating Dr. -Martin
Luthet King Jr., has admitted
that- he believes he became
“involved in some sort of plot
to kill King” as early as eight
months prior t0 the murder, it
was reported Monday. :

But Ray is quoted in the sec-
ond of a series of articles in
Look magazine as claiming he
was duped into the conspiracy |
and “nobody told me anything
about any planned murder of
King or anyone else.” > ;

The series is by author
William Bradford Huie who
corresponded with Ray at the
Memphis jail where Ray
awaits trial. Huie states that
he cannot reveal all he has
learned until Ray has
tr} d but he believes Dr. Ki
wds" the secondary, not tilfe
primary, target of the plotte

The primary target was the
United States,” Huie wrote.

“Dr. King was to be mur-’
dered. for effect. His murder
was planned, not by impulsive

" men who hated him personally,
though they probably did hate
‘him, but by calculating men
who wanted to use his murder
to trigger violent conflict be- :
tween white and Negro citi-
zens.’

According  to . information
given Huie by Ray, the
escdped convict was recruited
in Chnada by a man identified

ﬁWare Of

months prior to the Apnl 4,
1968, assassination. His first
assignment’ was . to smuggle
,three packages by- car from
Win sor, Ontario, to Detr01t
- Frgm then on, Huie wro
Ray ¥'moved as dxrected by
plott8rs,” -although ‘he did npt

?

before Dr. King’s assassina
“tHat the plot mcluded murder
or Jthat it was almed in

way at Dr. King.” One of
assignments was to smuggle a
tire — which apparently
taiked some sort of contrabi

— §cross the Texas-Mexic

borfler at Nuevo Laredo.

¥ A Plot Ray ls Quofed""
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MEMPHIS (AP) — Percy

'-Fu;zz‘,einan, -the Texas lawyer |

“who has. taken over the James ﬁ
Earl Ray defense, said Monday
the question of payment of his
fee isn’t bothemng him.

~And-he made it plam he had {

orney ‘Not Hired'

Inot been hired by the Ku Klux ©
Klan “or any other right-wing
organization” to defend the
mgn charged in the slayinggof
D1 Martin Luther King Jr.

The arrangement for hing to
succeed Arthur J. Hanes™ of
Birmingham, Ala.; was strictly
between Ray, Ray’s family and
himself, Foreman said. While
he declined to discuss the

- financial arrangements, he

said gthey are not-of primag
impoftance. “I've given awhy
"$300,900 this year * he said.

Hahes’ fee was being paid-by -
‘author William Bradford Huie ; i
‘in exchange for information
Huie “was using in writing
Ray’s life story.. - -

The surprise switch in attor- |°

neys was announced late Sun-
day, just 36 hours before Ray-
was to go on trial in Shelby

Cqunty Criminal Court on a |-

fikt-degree  murder charge.

‘Hdnes, who hag defended Rhy | -
sigee shortly after Ray was ). .
apprehended in London ™n '

June 8, said he had not known
of the move until less than two -
hours before it was announced

Foreman said he would " go
into'pourt ‘i'uesday mornigg, at.
\the fime Ray was to- ave‘

stoo tnal and ask for 4 -con-
‘tinuance. Judge W. P ston

Battle was expected 10 grant]
the-motion, and the trial prob- !
ably won’t be held until the|

4ne F term of court in Januai
preman said he took the

" at the .request of two Jof
'Ray’s brothers, Jerry and

3 FBI — CHICAGO _
| E— G

J hn, - and - of Ray himself. . "‘”
sreman and the ‘three ay
others met in the jail Sunday.
sked whether he had Heen
retamed by the Klan, Forethan
-replied: ‘“‘Absolutely not, That’s
one thing I can say.”

He said the Kian- several’
times had asked him to take
the gase but he had refused

Fgreman acknowledged tpat
he Was intrigued by what fhe

.| ternjed a number of -
. swered questions in the case.

g {
j{:/';*;“‘Ar e LN A L.

CHICACY S TRMES
s , TOLTTNTIE
PERCY FOREMAN N P A
Ray s new defense counsel - -
RIS Ot SN
Toore OUATD TINMAL
Tsv" \1). TA\Y(‘ T ! ‘I[)
ﬁ,, I
(A

B szARCHED _
SERIALIZED, : 1@
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" Bailey ’pmnted out 4§
is: g2fusal was not based:
} personal feelings
g Ray, and tigted
-he-fblt- most. persons could
£ _,fenﬂed suceessfully,
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New Lawyer Gefs
Time for Study

BY ARTHUR W. EVERETT

MEMPHIS (P—James Earl Ray’s first-degree murder
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was

ial
iny
po
‘adg

using the defendant of “triflin g with the court.”
Eflmmal Court Judge W.| It was learned that a ma;

Preston Battle granted the con- | ;sn ﬁ:nghse :ggttx:tgveenb -
tinuance ‘to give Ray’s néw of fhe

lawyer, Percy Foreman, time -opeked today as scheduled.
to familiafize himself with the

case. o

: defense was ready to go to com't
Article in Magazine today.”
s

' g The» tall Texas attorney' S Charge Subterfuge

Hanes, who had charged
" | interviéw before court ope
that ‘the sw:tch was as

st- |
hed today until March 3. The state objected to the d by,

lawyer that the case pe’
Hanes told the. court: “The .

Ray. $3
In.the ar é
had conclu ed
read Rays

Ray gave Him,
slaying had wheen or
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‘he’d give me
"'papers (and

he world I wanted to
gm ‘He wanted me to. be
careful, not-get in any trouble,
‘and he’d:keep in touch. When I
:asked him what the nextjob
-was, he said not to worry about
it and not to ask questions.
he gave me gnother
00, all in $20 bills.

e said-further info
that he: had. gotten frol Ray.
whi 'h;h -a bearing 8n the
‘assassination could not be
revealed until after the trial.
But the author said that this
concealed information had led
him to mlnde

ation

during the election year of 1968.
“SINCE HE was

| effect, he was to be murdered,
not Whlle he was living quletly
at ‘his home in Atlanta, butsat
me . dramatic moment, at
¢ .dramatic place wWheére
ntroversy was raging.

By March 15, 1968,

elp. me go any-

- murdered for maximum - bloody;

refere‘nce. to hlS defens o
arisen between him - and
said - ‘attorneys, ‘both as - ¢

strategy and policy.”
Thé motion said Ray had| -
been unable to adjust his think-
ing to Hanes. .
“Defendant . . . says that he| .
cannot cooperate with his said|J
attorneys and desires to engage
and employ other counsel,”
Foreman’s motion continued.
_ Foreman’s motion said Ray
wis without funds except What
had been received. from Huie
fo} the magazine article. -

Need $12,000 More

_ “KING WAS TO be murdered
for effect. His murder was
planned, not by impulsive men.
whe hated him personally, tho
they probably did hate b

ut | tions and the results of their|

gt e J|-no resources w1th whlch to
4HE -WAS to be murderéd

““Attorneys have beén paid to; .
date approximately $30,000, and
an additional $12,000 is required |
before they will release their: ¢
statements, interviews; deposi-

investigation,” the motion said.
“Defendant’s family -and |

friends hope to be able to raise;:

this money, but presently ‘havej &

obtain it;

Hanes, retamed orlgmally '
with his -sen; Arthur: .gr told
newsmen he and Ray dlsagreed
on a delay. Hanes séld the case

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.-, [AP Wirephotol

MEMPHISY-—Percy ‘Fore-
I, . new defense attorney
James Earl Ray, talks

ASSASSIN sus\pect James
farl Ray, in jail sincef ar-
st June 8, faces 4 mohths
ore hehind bars as tripl is
elayed.. .
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S O ’mufdermg Dr fMar-
Ather = King .Jr.:

1ed Tuesday until Marbh
formally “hired Texas

: of F'oreman, told reper::
w S a delay—

Judge W Préston Baitle said
'he had 1o chmce but to. delay

-his - ¢dse;: anid the fanied” trlal

’lawyer from Texas mdicated

; at was to have been Ray s
I‘,began ‘about 15 mm es

dark “suit with faint pin stripes,
accentuatlng his. prison pallor
:—Battle ordered that .Ray be
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-tHur Hanes Sr. as Ray s aftbr- wit reference  to (Ray’s)
riey in a sudden switch Sunday defense has arisen. . boi':h as
night, must let the court know to strategy and policy,” the
by Dec. 12 if he will be ready motmn ASaLd

" 6wn appeal before the MISSQHI‘L'
g I

ve-day. robbery trial. in- Sti.
Louis. The judge overruled him .
but Ray ~ dropped. the- man.’
inyway and later “argued his

Ray’ wxll ie ma

for the March trial.
- Hanes said the change in;
lawyers was. a -‘“‘subterfuge”
designed to postpone the.trial.
He accused Ray’s brothers of fg
“schemmg” and “workln g
agamst us

has indicated he will
‘ Bturn over the files.on the
,TENNE_SSEE/ Asst.  Atty. Fefise until the' money has*been
Gen. Robert K. Bwyer sharpl, d. He ‘already has received
opposed the postponement. He |5y egtimated $30,000  in . fees,
s2id Ray WaS “trifling with the * chiefly ‘through the salg of
magazine - 1] hts
“For man atall courtly Téx- -stﬁfy_ [ & to Ray’si
an, a gued that e needs tifne .. p - g Tuesda
8 y interview
rview witnesses a“d P | with -reporters, - ‘however,
‘H anes said there is no dispye | I

"'He said Ray’s brothers J ohn
,\pd Jerry, had not talked to
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L/
CHICAGO DAILY HNEWS

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
DATE. [ [ /& ~-¢§
PAGE:| COL: /
EDITION: RED STREAK

EDTTOR: ROY M, FISHER

ICAGO OFFICE
) s ﬁf/
SEARCHED. DEXED -
SERnAust._ﬁ.i;mﬂs.m

NOV13 1968

FBI—CHICAGD




¢nse attorney for Jam A
news conference Tuesday outside: the =
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Percy Foreman rofled
Size 38 sleeves Wednes-

loves and does best — saving |
accused murders from the
executioner.

. This ~time, his élient
boylsh-lookmg ‘James Earl

Ray,. tracked down in London

and charged with the April 4
slaying of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. in a downtown
:motel here.

oreman, who took. over tfie
cage formally from A
Hafes Sr.” at a short heari
“Tuésday, has until March 3 0
prepare a defense.

+ A high priority item was

makmg copies of all the state-
ments -‘and deposmons from
witnesses ‘and. police in

he
s of Shélby County -A
.. Geg. Phil M. Canale.

SMPHIS — Texas criminal |

y and set out doing what he

IMINAL COURTS Judge
reston Battle, in granting
nan’s nequest for a long
g ordered Canale ~—.and
anes. — to provide the in-
yation, even as. thg prose-
volunteered _ to

y"docume'x'it Foreman ex-

tial prosecution Wlmesses.

. Mexico, . England
al, compﬂed b

- dol

W to-open-in 111 days.
‘#1 would be derelict -in
if I didn’t at least try,”
said in a mild foghorn roll
remlmscent of Sen. Everett M
ksen o :
pressmg for . the -lo
aY. ‘Foreman told Jud
B le the prosecution h
only subperead about " 100

witnesses - so far. and that C
“those the prpsecution chooses.

not to use are frequently the '
very ones the defense should.

interview.”
Unlike many
Foreman dispenses with|
private investigators, prefer- |-
ring to do his own questioning

and, -at the same time, per-

sonally smng up the prosp: C-

Foreman .has been plctu'red‘
as a slick strategist with @
knack for Lmppmg sup unwary:

prosecutors-and playing on the '

emotions - of )

‘o' obtain is. a list-of 365 -

. qur the U.S., as well'|"

- | twilight.”

. | King occypied  that day

The secdnd—floer roorn

i bee' ‘corive into a shrip
.and visitory . are: asked-
nate $1 as they step 2

lawyers; |-

It’s co

sped to, t §
plate from whlch

e' RS N
bear—sxzed attomey with the |7,
:razor fine mind.

last meal

I'm about 101
TIscariot.” .'

»
IS

/\'j A o
CTIICAGO D’\IIY ”T‘"‘

CIlICAGO, TLLIIDIS

paTR: /{13 'é-’fgv

PAGE: 3 COL: |/
FLITION: BLIT STREAK

FDITOR: ROY M, FISIHFFR

CITICAGO OFFICE

C)pA- )y = 313

SEARCHED____]
SERIALIZED.

o
Noy’fs 1968

FBI — CHICAGO

i)
4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



The h earmg_ also brought into tK.nd his chmf ass1stant Bobert

-sogme defails of squab- against any continuance, recall- [ dge to
ugﬂmt%ﬁmemmmmmmd
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“resént Ray. Ray has now engaged “a new

- Asked if he thought Ray could be successfil
defended, “Bailey -replied,
most anybody is defensmle ”

re they have any personal connectwn with |

ny of the participants, whether it be the de-

darit or the victim.”

*~Bailey said he was asked to defend Ray about
‘the same time. that Arthur J. Hanes, former

1ayor of Birmingham, Ala., was asked to rep-

tforney, Pegcx Kargman of Houston.

‘‘Oh, certamly
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' James Earl Ray.
S ‘learned  Wednesd
ie and'a 10000 [°]

script Ray prepared |
be subpenaed. The |
e basis

ript - formed\
ie’s -articles - Look’

Ray is accused of the Apnl 4
assassination of the Rev..-Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. in a
dewntown. motel here.’
]in two magazine articles,'
Huie. strongly indicates that
Ray was involved in a con-
spiracy -to slay the civil rights
leader L -

The ~ state contends Ray
acted alone. .

i ’WHEN ASKED if Huie and
the manuscript. might, be’ sub-.
penagd,: Shelby County-- Atty.
Gen. Phil Canale said: “Some-
like that.is ‘always uftess
consideration.” ;

In his article this week, Huie -
‘said he had information about
the' ‘case that he weuld ot
pubhsh until the trial was over.
' Rays new defense attorney,

. | Canale:

1S anada Mexico, Englan:
and Portugal, compﬂe

I FOREMAN has hlS ay, |

tier] Texas sheriff will- gater-
view. every one of those
witn: s before the trial s
in 111 days....” .

duty 1f didn’t at least try,” *he
said in a mild foghorn roll
reminiscent of Sen. Everett M.
Dirksen.

In pressing for the long

|delay, Foreman told Judge

Battle the prosecution has
only  subpenaed about " 100
Witnesses so far and that
“those 'the prosecution chooses
not to use are frequently the
very- ones the .defense should
1nterv1ew »

Unlike ~many lawyers,
Foreman = dispenses = with
|private investigators, prefer-
ring to do his owisesssening
e at' the same tlme, ‘per-
sonally sizing up the prospec-
tive w1tness . S

you.~ want 19 hear 7 said |
bear-mzed attomey w1th

Foreman, said he would
bring Huie: and the .
pt;‘}'iﬁto the trial

ra
Foreman Has been i
as a shck strateglst with.a
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: However,

f}of a special Seven-man €or
| mittee set by, Crlmmel Co

; keep an eye on news coverage;‘ =key prosecution . -
o of the trial. ~

- HE REFUSED to-name- the; :
‘attorfeys he talked to and'de- Ray as the man he sa
clined to speculate ‘on Whether
.he might seek-a; change of Ven- | #ioi
|.ue for thetrial.

s Af- Foreman C h,.
dis- | show he: has been’ unable to|
| obtain a local Iawyer of his:
choxce because the best ories

<0 he has been: una‘bl 3

:Charles Q Stevens. .

from a ﬂophouse

_policeman;”
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The lawyer offered his ob-
servatlonsb_ in- a_n . interview

he'and hlS son; Arthur J.
Jr.,were dismissed from .
th Ray. case last. Sunday night
-when they arrived at the Shelby
<jail i .Memphls to give Ray a

to wear durmg

éating that'he had: been

dhes’ said: that- for months
dgbeetlitla ware: gf many

"Canale; ‘the Shel'
6V, ‘torney general

‘going- to trial’ and s6

‘was retained with an mtentx n
1 of -underscoring: - t
d | aspects- . of ., King’s;, -mur

) 'Hanes' contended, arose from a |
| combination of circuinstances.:

|:segregationist, Eugene [Bulll
. Connor’, ‘then: the Blrmmgham

.| slain dux'mg the
.Montgomery march

vn‘fually certain that-
this  was Ray’s plan, “The
attorney said he had mentloned

" this possibility to the scheduled
1| trial judge, W. Preston Battle,

and to- the - pros utmr :

C;tes Raclal Asgects 5 .
“But Ra“?hdn’t say-anything
and ‘Artie and I'had to proceed
n the assumption th:;t we were,
j:‘put
ogether 'just “a- great ‘ddfense
or ° Ray, mcludmg a} few
mbshells,” Hanes said. "
The - suggestmn ‘that Hanes

‘Hanes was elected mayor of
Birmingham six years ago {0 a
racist - platform ~ after ]ommg
forces.. with Alabamas arch

police commissioner. . .
Three years ago, Hanes was

‘hired_to -defend. three Ku Klux

Klansmen who were accused of
murdering - Mrs. -Viola Gregg
Liuzza, a eivil ‘rights: worker
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,lisés‘” charm; " Tolksi
in front of a
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the same tifne
an \orderly,

‘évery phase
At this- time--with the mur
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MPHIS, Tenn., (AP) —
W. Preston Battle

esday ingsisted the tiral of
nes ‘Earl Ray on charges of
- in-the " death -of The
r. Martin Luther King,
start on schedule March 3.
ut, in an unprecedented ac-

‘the Memphls Criminal
rt judge ordered the public
,fendgr’snfﬁi “-?to ass1gn as

3,

' 81,400,000 pretrial mvestlgaﬁon
that-he said

the FBI and 'was available to
themprosecutlon

RAYY APPEARED in ‘court

_and ‘swore under oath that he

ha 'nelther ‘“‘money. or proper-
nd: therefore falls under
the indigent category of Ten-

.messee law.

Batﬂe said “‘this is an unu-

| sual case it is niot an ordinary
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b ‘Before dsrecting the Shelby
| ‘county: public defenders. office
to: help Foreman; Judge Battle
Eut Ray under oath and asked
im“if he had-any. money or
property with which to finance
efense. .

No, sir,” Ray rephed :

e judge refused to let the
pros iéution questlon Ray about
'his figances, But assistant Atty:
Gen ¥ Robert K. Dwyer - said
“from what 1. know
abou thls case he [Ray]l'was a
tworld traveler - and ‘he -lived

Percy Foreman !

better than I do. He has one ofv

the. top lawyers m the Umted
States.” -
\ Calls It Ludicrous Pl
“He’s a -funny kind. of ‘in:
digent,” Dwyer addeg “Is
almost-ludricrous:” P

In* acceptmg Rays

plea, ‘the judge rioted t at t‘he»;

defense -had’ been. finarked by

an arrangement with™ William
Bradford Huié, a. writer, who

’ ready, but to meet

{Investigaiion - reports. w:

trial not because the ‘ca

tion'date.””
Foreman said he.
to “obtain Federal

as

‘would. indicate that two ye
before King’s assassination
FBI' ad a squad o
assigned . to prevent-‘ ‘
oceurrence, .
© “I-am working on '
sumptmnx that - somy
‘than. ‘James “Earl: Ra
working, on and -
assas xmting s Martin

I wwhxle'.asklng
tlme did not me f on

vigorously oppose
ponement.” ’

'hDTT e V.
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1.,

ﬁatﬁle made.his ruling after
‘Fareriian said that he “works‘
alone” and. it would be'. im-

‘pog"rble tol’ duphcate
$1 00, 000 pre—t al

murder in. the death of Dr. |
Martm Luther K1ng Tr. start

ah unprecedented ac-
; uen, ‘the Meniphis Criminal
Court: Judge ordered the pubhc

he
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IIVV)NBI'
EMPHIS (UPI) L—
nafl Court Judge W.
on ‘Battle, taking note of
y Foreman’s continuing
ss; Friday ordered Shelby
anty public defender Hugh
iton Sr. to_prepare to de-
fend James Earl Ray by him-
f necessary.

1 -a five-minute ' court ses-
Battle comimented that he
 had been notified by a doctor
treatmg Foreman, Ray’s chief

‘criminal attorney . is ‘il w1th
influenza and pneumonla

+BATTLE then asked Starngon .
what. preparations had en |
made to bring Ray to frial
‘March 3 for the murder ofdDr. 1
Mgrtin Luther King Jr. |
-anton - replied that “We1
ha te  done :some work have |
gathered quite an amount of | l
material, ‘enough to show us '
that ‘more work needs to be
done.

L can’t tell yet whether we
can..be. ready on March  3,”
Stanton said.

“Ray, dressed in a dark blue

. suit and 4 blue tie, was in'the

eargl Battle say that he
trial - to begm as

counse] that: the famed:
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