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The ridd- Ei~:--:of -Ra' 
..,. - ~ . . ~ '., 

~ .... ' 

- I - --~-~--"--· -·---~--~ 

· , , By Bernard Gavzer i f .. · [AP Newsfeatures Writer) . · 

;_;t·, WHEN JAMES EARL RAY broke out of the Missouri s~:, te ! 
. nitentiary in 1967, the price on his head was like1 a · 

permarket clearance sale: a•flat $50. He was run-of-the- · 11. · 
:No bloodhounds were out baying for him. 

· But today, James Earl Ray is perhaps the world's most 
celebrated prisoner. He is kept in a· Memphis jail suite 
custom-designed for him. There are always two personal 
guards in attendance, around the clock, and the electronic eyes 
of two television cameras keep him in constant focus. 

, He is accused of assassinating the Rev. Dr; Martin Luther 
Xing Jr., the apostle of non-violence. 

Ray's guilt or innocence, and his fate, will be considered by 
a jury in Shelby County Criminal court building, Memphis, in a 
murder trial due to start March 3. 

Lawyer charges communist plot 
Arthur J. Hanes Sr., Birmingham, Ala. lawyer, was picked 

originally by Ray to head the defense. Hanes was dropped by j 

Ray, who then engaged Percy Foreman of Texas. But before , 
Hanes was dropped, he described the case as a si· · ster 1 

international communist plot in which the slain King a . the , 
arrested Ray both were victims. .: 

The greatest impetus to a conspiracy explanation has 
1 
.ome. 

from· author William Bradford Huie, a writer who has had . 
exclusive access to Ray's story. 

Huie says Ray has been writing a journal which Huie says 
· he has checked out accurate. On the basis of what he has been 

told or otherwise learned, Huie has concluded: 
"That the plot to murder Dr. King existed eight months ; 

before the murder on April 4, 1968. ' 
"That Ray was drawn unknowingly into this plot In 

Montreal on Aug. 18, 1967, and thereafter moved-as directed by 
the plotters. 

"That as late as March 23, 1968, less than two weeks be­
fore. the murder, Ray did not know that the plot included mur­
der or Dr. King." 

Murdered to trigger race war?_ 
· Huie · contends the grand scheme was not to remove the 

' NeE· o leader but rather to use hi.· s murder to triggei· lasting 
viol I nee between the white and black races. · ' . 
_ reconstructioli' of the events relating to Ray' life and 
tim s and to the assassination of Dr. Kirig is like tr cing an 
architect's plan and inexplicably finding a brick waU where 
there should be a window. · · 

l) - ~. 
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_,, • • 
f '_It ltl_ ight be ·argued . that Ray c_:a_ n s_ h'.r:_·m_ 'i ''..off __ : .. " .:.;~,~ffi_•.'_c_'iws_ ·. ,: :_; I .: ;~. ir_ •• 2·.o· __ ·. rn.,.• -:f• _· ·'·. ,;;J!' :·•·1·, ":~ __ ,•;:,,,~_r:ll.:i'•::_; i't·i_ 'i:i.~';::_•.•ie_ ·:~;,,,~~~.•~'.',:.•_··;,a: ·,.t_'.·_..,·. ,,:_;_._· 

. , ... · · . • . · . · .. _ .. • .. ..,"" -.·• ,. ~~ .. . - , -. ~- il• tJ! p. m.~ar1es .nttt w .. arttvcu1- a , ~$i i,;wuWJ . ~ 
q~~tio~s~ Why w:as he a man of tlie many ~li~S;eSJ>~n,ce $'ay>h~ I ·a'tteet ~·block' to:· pit?lcu·• ::_his~~~~ ,',wif~<~otk:s'::.f :#'.:wAt&es1Ji, :, 
too ... k?' Jolµi w' maro, Eri~. Starvo Galt, J>a~l BN' ·a_g~ll),~~:R_tion \' ".·.allpa·p.·e.r an·.i·pain' i:·nr····· .. ~.-.Hl. ·e.· s' ,_·_:,l_a_·.;:_:_w_···.~. ·_"t_~_:_:·_.:M_/.· ,ust' ._· .. 'c•.'•q.·:·

1 

.• 

1

:',..,i:,~_-.:' .. __ ~_ •... !_'._

1 

__ ·_~---··. :.-_·_ •• ;·."':\,• George .,sneyd? Why did he run_ to Mexico, Toronto,. ~I ·roll~ 1 i .white man·. ated fn::it, he·s~~ ":'i,:_;/:j/\, ~· ·~t.i'?}·:<'t; :_J:· \i 1 

-~-, on-. Answer: He was a convict on ~e nm. How did h _get,
1 

. , . At-th L · . · · it: ;1 ;g ft' • .,. ·to· :··d ·di~: .. ··, tfui:· :•frd 
·-·~ ::.ney-about _,$12,000-to keep on th~ move? Answer: Ike: ~e:d~~1:ng p ~;~g,s~:lou.ia~:~_tt/4~~atftic~ ~i~'.., 

·So he may say. But for nearly a year after liis escape,·no. t~_-Rev. Samuel.K~!,e$ ·he was ~fY ~ t~st~~ran~,'~~- tr 
one was hunting him. He was hardly worth the time · want some soul ·food, · he sai<L . . ' · ' . . ... , · . _ - . , : ·.·: 

There wa,s a possibility tha~ Ray had been s~otted. as 8 CCYou know:_ where to~get ,it,',' sai~ Kyles, ~happily.·"com~ 
fugitive and was blackmailed into the killing or blackmailed home and_ eat ~nn~r with me.. . _ . · . . . . · , 
into letting the conspirators set him up 'as a decoy. · .. Dr. Kmg said fine and went o~t t?:the balcony passag~'Y~Y:•: 
· June ,6, 1968, Ray was confronted at. Heathrow aiq>0rt~ _

1
, ~low,, S9lomon Jones _Jr., Dr. ~?gs chauffeur, !!lited. K~g 

London, and told he was wanted for the slaying of Dr. Ki1li~ on , turned ,to Ben Bra~ch, who would also be at tile r~y, _ and. 
Apri. l 23 1967 . he had escapecUrom the penitentiary. ·', 1. asked about spirituals that would, be sun_ g_, and th.en •. ai. d: . 

, , ~ I "M b ..... t In ,n... i Lo d ,, tonigh ' -. But the vital day-in terms of the Tennessee case-is1~prll , · Y m~, 8 IUll.e O s g, rrec OU~ r- ,· .· _ t ~_and _ 
4, 1968. On that day, Martin Luther King Jr. was slain. il\l · ■ln,g it well. · - .· _ , . . . 

Let the examination of evidence begin at a point at which S:01 p. m.-Charles.Stephens was In his kitchen working on 
there were 3 hours to kill. , • radio. 

3: 15 p. m.-South Main street in Memphis is pretty quiet as 
1 

"I heard a shot. I could tell it came from the bathroom 
far as sidewalk traffic. A man could be noticed or missed with because it was very loud. · · ·" _ ., .. 
equal chance. . On thtconcrete balcony of the Lorraine, Dr~ ,King lay 

. One man, dressed in a black suit and wearing a white shirt. ~pl~~- . ,, _ . · · · 
w1th a narrow black tie, halted at 422½ South Main, went up - ~' . h . said. No more. 0.. . · . , 
the stairwell to the screened door of a roominghouse. . Willie ' chutz, In .~e hallway, saw a man comln ~ a)ong 

Mrs. Brewer had a kitchenette available with its window that dark tunnel and said• ~ . 
onto Main street, but the man said no. A sle;ping roo~ would , ::That sounded,!ike a shot." . . . . ... 
do.- At the end of the dark hallway light came from the path,- Yes, it was, the m_a~ answered, according to W1lhe 
room. They went past Room 4, where Willie Anschutz lived, to Anschutz. The man was sm1hng. . . . 
Room 5. It was empty. Room 6 was a kitchenette where . Solomo}1 .-iones - looked . towar_d. the r~nung bouse.f. e 
Charles Quitman Stephens,. 46, and his common law wife lived. : thought he 

I 
w a man holding something. white to his face: k 

Mrs. Brewer said Room 5 ,was $8.50 for a week. The man around to : side of the building: . · - · · > ... 
paid for one week. , At 424 . Main, Guy C. Canipe was in the front section of 

, She asked his name. his office witn two customers_. There was a thud at his door.·. 
"John Willard," he said. "I looked out and there was this box with a rifle and a 
From Room 5, it was possible to look across Mulberry small piece of luggage," C,ampe says. "When I looked up, ljust 

stri to the Lorraine motel. By bending a• little, one cotyp get saw the back of the man going ·away." - . -- . 
av_ y good look at the door of Room 306. \1 , Patrolman N. E. Zachary saw the rifle and bag'; There·was 

that room, Dr. King was conferring with' his stair and ', a pair of 7X35 binoculars in the bag, with •.·,sales rec~lpt f~· 
aids. There was -the_ Rev. Andrew Young, executivlvice $41.05; some underwear; a pair of. pliers. The rifle was· 
president of the Southern Christian Leadership conference and partially wrapped in a bedspread with green threads: Zachary , ' ' ' 

the Rev. James Bevel, one of Dr. King's closest aids, and the went next door, to 4221/2, and up the stairs, toward the back of 
Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, and some white newsmen and Joseph the roominghouse, ln the direction from which· th~ shot came.­
Louw from Public Broadcast laboratory, the non-profit He ,went jnto Room 5. He fouhd two straps. They went with the 
television enterprise, which was doing a documentary on Dr. binoculars. _ .. ,·., 
King. · 6:16 p. m . ..;.;.Dr. King was wheeled intQ St. Joseph hospital. 

-· , No sound came fr.om him.· But the resuscitator could be heard 
Clear look at ,the Lorraine motel · pumping oxygen. That, and'thesobs of humans. · · 

In Room 5, "John Willard" apparently sat on the edge of 6=25 p. m.-The police radio diSpatcher reports that a wbl~ 
tbe bed, looking toward the window. Between the bed and Mustang ls proceeding north on Danny Thomas boihrd 
window, a mirrored dressing table backed against a door' that toward u. . 51 north at ."a high rate'of speed..!!. \ · -· ... ·. · .• 
connected to Room 6. A wooden chair was against the window, By 6:2 p. nt., assuming that the white 1\lustang di _ .· get 
In a position that would allow someone to keep the Lorraine moving un .as late as 6:15-p. m., it could easUy'bve:r ',,,,: 
motel under surveillance. and even passed the area described-in the broa'd,ca~t. : :' · .. 

. ~arJes Stephens heard foo~teps i~ the hall,, going_ past his 6:27 p. m.-"·A w~it~: Must~g }s- i7eporte;d,, r,~~~ :~~t,; 
door mto the bathroom. He figured 1t was the new lodger. , Watkins and Ch~ls~a avenue., 'fhicb; :~: _µe.1:y~-2 ;:ttiJ.ea;\~tot. 
Stephens usually hears anything going on in the toilet because '-- - -- ---• - · ·-- ,~:;:__L, ____ , __ .'__,__ -· "'-- ~,.L-.~""c.:_',_ ·' · • ,·,·' ·" :. ..... ·;: 

his kitchen m-ea is separated from it, by a thln plasteloard 
wall· · · · , 

· · the bathr~ni, an old-fashioned tub on four ·1 s is 1 

""\ el to the no,:U, wall. The. curved ~ek end Is elose . the I =~· By standing on the tub end, it.IS easy to lean'upon the 
sip. and get a ~lear view _of ~oom. ~306. at the Lorraine lJ;lptel •. : 
~ the batbroom~slll tQ baJconv raillt:is 205feet. 3 inchN •. · · 1 
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; Danny 'thomas boulevard and. a different direction from: that 
-~J~ibed in the 6:25 p. m. report. · ·. '· · · . · · 
. ~6:31 p. m.-An_aid of Dr. King emerged hag~ard froml 
e rgehcy operating room, tears coursing down ibis cheeks. ~ 
' :· "They have killed Dr. King.'• • - ·· ' 

6:35 p. m.-A white Mustang is reported chased by Po e ' 
Car 421 north on Danny Thomas boulevard from Firestone 
avenue, again in a, direction away from ,any short escape route t 
to Arkansas or Mississippi. Iii/ 

At almost the same moment, a report came from Police ; 
Car 160 that he was informed by a "complainant" ithat a white · .' 
man was driving a Must~ng east on Summer avenue, from 
Highland avenue. ' : 

The police dispatcher then broadcast this alarm: 
"White male east on Summer from Highland, in a white 

Mustang, responsible for this shooting. Cars 36 and 4~ pull 
down. Subject is exceeding the speed limit east on Summer · 
from Highland.'' 

This would be a point 5½ miles east of where Police Car 
421 was chasing a white MUJStang. Police Car 421 caught up 
with it a minute laterfat 6:36 p. m., and reported it "checks 

JAMES EARL RA , 
· Celebrity of sorts. · , 

okay." 
Police are satisfied that the "chase" was non-existent and 

that it was a hoax. 

f 
explanation ·has been made yet as to why the hoaxer~f 

pie that very moment to describe such a f~e inddent a~.'.I , 
sen police on a wild1 goose chase. Nor has it been explaine 
why they settled on a white Mustang, which would seem to be . 
remarkable coincidence, altho by this time-;-6:36 p. m.-there 
had reportedly been an alert for a vehicle, believed to be a 
white Mustang. 

The dossier on "Galt" was getting fat and would get fatter 
the further back he could be traced. Investigators knew where 
he had been. The pieces were coming together. As far ,as could 
be figured, he was still in Los Angeles March 16. 

So was the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther .King Jr., who was at 
Anaheim addressing the California Democratic council. 

The next day, Marcih 17, "Galt" left the St. Francis. He left ~ 
a 'forwarding address: General Delivery, Atlanta. '- ' · 

He headed east in the Mustang, going 'thru New Orleans to 1 
Selma, Ala., where records of the Flamingo motel, on highway 
80, show he spent the night of March 22. He was in the rooming / : 
bout· in Atlanta on March 23. According to Htlie, t.he depar. ture 
fro Los Angeles was signaled by the mystery man, Raouf ... 1 • 

. e pursuit of James Earl Ray's life and times com to 
the I cial moment of 6:01 p. m., plus, April 4, 1968. ; , 

What !happened to him from that time· on? How di he 
.. man~e ,to vanish? · 

TIN LUTHER : ING 
'He just said ' 

1 

• ,: 
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·. DID. D_RAGNET .GET RIGHT MAN? 

The-James tartRay Mystery 
lJY BERNARD GAVZER- ·B tak" --~~.~~~~7 Ti: ~IRTH~announce-~ '-fiie tra.vel b~reau ,a-·· 

[AP Newsfeatures WriterJ b ..,,,Y trl~1 
the 10·;J p. _m .. •men· carr. y some es~tialt • ed •• the passpo~ .. decl .. a-. 

THE. SHOT . th t . us, a ave er wou )j. arpy7"' info ation such as the . i n that the applicant , as 
wounded the Rev.aM:~~t~- -;~ Toronto at 9:30 a; m., Aprll ma· i n na~e .of the m her . Canadian citizen ... n.· as 
ther King Jr. was fired at . . "' . as well as .. the name o the . t off, to till: dep.art~ent of 
6:01 p. m., April 4, 1968, ·so It 1S kno~n that on April_ 8, !ather. ~is is the sort of . ernal . affairs m Otta,w~ 
far as the most.careful check- 19681 _.J"_a~e~_Earl Ray certam .. information needed wheh one 1th t~e request tha~ the ap 
ing can determine. ly was embarked on his final applies for a passport planatl~!1 bed,,expedited . be-

W it hi n _minut~s, police Cana an odyssey. ' And "Paul Bridgman:" .:':~eS~e&i • was anxiou~ 
co~bed the 1mmed1ate area, . It as on this day th . a clearly had a passport on his . p · • 
gomg towards probable van- man earing dark-rim ed mind on April 11. On that I IN WASHINGTON, the I 

a roommg house less than jacket and tan raincoat . me Agnew s Arcade Photo st31 the arrest of one Eric ,St vo 
100_ yards away. Witnesses. to 102 Ossington av. in a dio on Yonge ·st. She per 1, Galt. He was described as 

. thought the shot came from • working class section ~f Tor- sonally took passport phot : 1a man with a ·"rural" · .• ay 
there, an~ two occupants of! 0 n t 0 , largely inhabited by of "Paul Bridgman." t I of speak;jng, a taste for. vod­
the roo_m.mg house soon t~ld ! Italians, Hungarians, Poles,: She would not say w · n he 1ka and b.eer, and .a prefer-

, of hearm~ the sound of a rifle Lithuanians, and Chinese. picked them up, but di \ say, ence for country ~nd w~tern 
s~ot commg from the hallway Mrs Led. a Szpakowsky the "Our p·ictures are a ays music. He was said to have 
bathroom · . ' · · h b ·t · f · -, Th · . landlady, showed him a room ready m 20 mmutes to a hall a nervou~ a 1 _ o occasion r-
. e man who they said had on the second floor. ihour.,, ally pullmg at an ear lobe l . ,. ; · 
apparently emerged from the . . w!· his hand. His left ear · i ( 

bathroom-which had ~ win- TH-:.- MAN sa1"d he was Five days later, Mrs. Yee udes farther from Wis \. \ ( 
d aff d

. . . , ...,, "" . a Sun · Loo Landlady of a P r . . . 

. 

_ow or mg. a. direct i ne of real estate salesman. He paid , • 'h· · ·n he .· than his right ear· \\ 
/!~e to the motel b lcony h f $ . d roommg o~se. at 962 un- . . .. -- - • 'l 

h.ere the Rev. Mr.: Kin t e rent O . 10 1~ a vance, das st., which 1s one of the l 
s od-went down. the hall an~ left, ~nd re~urned m the early !main thorofares wh. ich cross CHlCa.,rn ~ tr.A.,,,, 
. o e m mg, carrymg night ag " , t f th b "Id" . even! with a small oir- Ossington avenue received a ~ 
some sort of package. . · . call from a ;Ramon George 

· , His name? · Sneyd" who phoned to in- Cft l GAGO~ I!. L l NO I~ 
THAT WAS the last anyone i "P ul Bridgman," said he quire about a room 

remembers seeing him in the i man. • 
vicinity of 422½ S. Main st., 

1

• He was a quiet, mannerly THE SAME DAY, April 16, 
Memphis. How did be man- lodger, said Mrs. Szpakowsky. "Raymon George Sneyd" 
age to vanish so quickly and fJHe would go out a little be- wa d into the K nedy 
completely? - /'fore 9 a. m., return before trav bureau on Bl r st. 

Investigators, once th ·.. noon, leave in the early after- He ked Lillian Spene , the 

Must/ ng m Atlanta, were ab1 e : time. . 1 to London and also completed 
to · g · back bit ~Y bi.t,. find1 g .

1
,.... His movements during. ·t.hese I a J)a~spor.t applicati~n. As. 

~ho d ?wned it, who bought hours and days is not. ar. one of hIS next-of-km, he 
_It where 1t had been service.ch_ He may have been i ·, the listed "Paul Bridgman." 

was t~ discover what it : uld stre . lookmg t h r u und birth certificate m the name 
tell 

1

· out whe. re its d !•ver volunf s of back-dated news-: of Sneyd, three passpor~ pho"'. 
. _ , pape~ , such as the Toronto tos, and $8 fee. Normally, 

had gone. \ Teleg am of Nov. 11, 1932. such an application ~equires 
The owner of the Atlanta · --x- ___ ;

3
. ~~=i the name of another Cana-

rooming house could ~mt say ani·the Toronto Dail. y :'.r of, dian cit!z.en who has known 
whether the man, usmg the 0c , 8 1932. The To nto the apphcant at least 2 years, 
name of "Galt," had returned T { ' f that d te • but in Canada this can be 
to.. the ,room before 10: 30 a. m. thee gbr.amth O a c trieofs satisfied . by , the applicant 
Frida A ii Th 1r announcemen . . 

. y'. pr 5. at was one Paul ~dward Bridgman swearing' on. .oath . that the 
w~en h~ found the rooi_n emp- who now is a cbnsultant i~ information is true. 

fv~ a note regarding the ih Toronto . school sl~·nt. "Sid" ordered a ·.round 
· • Daily Star of tha da.te trip . -day excursion €ck. et 

1 

ANYONE heading · for Can- ca ies the birth • anri nee- · from oronto to' Lond , , at 
ada would have a choice of rn of - Raymond G ge a cha e of .$345 Canad· .·· or 
three· Greyhound bu~es. to Sn yd,· a constable in the $319.5 United States c n". 

1 

Toronto. . · .--- Toronto police department. cy. · , . /' - .. . t . , . . -~--- ---~- ~ - - _ 11t~ ne,d: dity, 1teni7' Moos ; 

I COL:/ 

l 
i 
I I 

I I 
I I 
! I 
I I 

I 

! 
i 

I I I , 
I I 
I I 

I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I· ..... 

~ • • .. 

Ph~s .of .the 'Yante_d man 
1

. ~rised," John Larry rl.:.:h~. to kno'r liv~s ~ehind the walls.\ Jersey school. . · : ·, .. 
sb'Wlr a \W1n widl au: eps Pernmrafty, I. had of perutenbar1es. . : · d uth fro 
cl'?sed. He·•· was wearing a myself that Jimmy did . the" J s Earl · disgruntl af' · . ay , heat · s: · · · 
Was Cut So much tha. t a ·n,;1.;te ki d f h · , - -. e y me e · mys er1 

. . . . ..,m 
I 

n o guy, w o broods a tary '. olice when in the my ". u" _:_ and arrived -m 
shut .could _be seen. It ~as , lot, and he wasn't a political iri tH _late 1940s, opted · .. r a . 1 t0

m\ n ha rn Ala.-· - ·ol)' 
the s?rt of Jacket that might• guy. . ·. bad 1scharge and was re- Ati _ .25 . ~- · , ,_': : .. , ', ·'· ·: 
go with a tuxedo: "If I had to see a reason leased for "ineptness" · for .. g. · . . · . . . .. -. · 

A second vers1~n ?f the and there was no money in: military service. . . ON THE V_ER~ dar, .!he 
:!11efphoto .;as <l1str1~~tf~ volved, then I can't see Jim- . The caper that put him into . FBl was publlcly 1dentifym~ 
• 1~ ime ~I ere:- pam e ~y doing it. He was no r~- : Missouri State p~nitentiary , ~ric Starvo Galt as th~ fug1-
m Y an . ar is ·, . c1st. My brother, Jerry, will for a 20;.year stretch was the hve James Earl Ray~1t,~as 

[Three is a. real F!TW ~- tell you the same thing. Oct. 10, 1959, armed robbery April W, 196~Ray· was sh1ft-
Galt:. _The full name is . Eric Jerry, who was working as of a K:oger supermarket in ing lodgi~gs_ in Toront'?. ~e 
St. Vincent Galt. He is 54 a maintenance man at St. Loms. moved mto . the _ rooi• g 
an~·.was found t? be ~ _law-

1 

Sportsman Country club near He drew 20 years for ar?led 1 house run by Mrs. Ye~. . . 
abidmg,_ responsible _citizen.· Northbrook, Ill., s.aid, James .ro~b~ry under the Habitual I: he passport applic 10n 

He did do som~thin~ ~n- "was never a man of i _ 1Cnmmal act. On Mar.ch 17, ,h •. been processed an , on 
u~al, however, in. signin_g lence.'' · · v O 

11960, he enter~d the big pep. A" il 25, th~ department of 
his name. He abbreviated his "L k 

11 
th at Jefferson City. . e . ernal affairs, Ottawa, sent 

middle name, St. Vincent, as 00. at a e money he passport · DJ909324, in the 
St. V., making little circles cam_e mto all of a sudd~n. THE _SUNDAY morning name of , "Ramon -George 
for the periods. One reading Buy1~g Mustang~' tak~ng 1Ray_ vamshed was the start Sneyd," to Sneyd, ~in care of 
the s•gnature could interpret . dancmg lessons, takmg trips of his new and unusual luck th K d t. avel agency • t M · " J ·d · k · t f t bl H e enne Y r , ·· it as saying "Starvo." J 

I 
o ex1co, erry sa1 . m eepmg ou o rm~ e. e · 

went on foot for the first lr' IN TORONTO, meanwhile, 
THE NEXT DA~1• April 18,) A'! ~HE . Missouri St~te 15 dis and finally got to• e Ray apparently drew.as little 

~.t irs. Szpakows.J y's room- pemtenb~ry m ~efferson City, •st. . Louis, .area where. a attention to himself as pos­
mg house, her yof ng daugh- it was abou~ 3 · 25 'P- m. on frie ·. -so far, not· publi y 'bl 
ter answered the hone and Sun<lar,. Apnl 23, 1967, when ide 'ified-took him to Ed- SI F~~r days later,' "Sneyd' 
a· ' an asked for "Paul ¾t. Wilham R. TUr~er, con- war' sville, Ill., where· he got journeyed .. 18 miles northwe~/ 
B rid gm a n." He was not t 01 citer desk officer' was a bus for Chicago. to i alt o n • airport an 1 

_ .. .. . . _ told th re had been an escane 1 Ch' h t d B ·t· h o 
ho~e, le said. No message from e institution. ~~ n 1cago,_ _e go a room boar e a n 1s verse , 
was le ~ Th 

1 
1 at 2731 Sheffield av. Air .. ·. ys flight 'for London. · 

. e orma. count at 5 p .. 1 • He got a dishwasher's job, 
Over n Dundas st., " a- showed that mmate J_ames . Records of the Indian Trail I LONDON, "Sneyd" ap• 

mon G or g e Sneyd" w ~ay' N?. ~tl~, asSig~~d O restaurant in suburban Win- parently spent th~ ~~1-1!! the 
Mrs. Yee Sun Loo and g v.e e mam 1 r en_ on e 11 netka show he worked there vii· ifyof Heathrow airport 
her $9, a wee~'s rent, in ad-, :~ : 1;J fur ~~::t\' 1~a~ ~t from May 7 to June 25.. The bee use .that even'in~, so .fi. 
yan~e, and said h~'d be mo~- Ht was missing from the 5 operators knew him as John as an be determmed, 
mg m later. He did; on Apr11 1 p. m. count. A search was Rayns. , bo ded a British Europe 
19· . ! made of the grounds and ~ay ~ext returned to the Airways flight for Libson. I 

And now, the alias "Eric. walls, inside and out without St. Louis area and spent al- scheduled arrival in Lisbon· 
Starvo Galt" is officially dis- result. ' most a week with two friends was 1: 20 a. m. May 8. 
covered. In Washington, the Ray, according to one re- in Quincy, Ill. He again went . On thaiday, liefook a"room 
fingerprints are matched and port, claims to have got out to Chicago to pick ut his in the Hotel Portul, a 
there is no mistake about it at about 8: 30 a. m. when a la~' check from the I . dian tid-grade hostelry. I 
The wanted man is James guard nodded and he sprinted Tri il, and then return to eanwhile, in Otta 1 , on 
Earl Ray, an escaped con- 75 feet from the kitchen load- E. t St. Louis, where. h , was t evening of May , a 
vict from the Missouri State ing dock to the 23-foot •wall to' get a .38 caliber stol d en young Moµnties tr ped 
penitentiary. He had been, at a point where there is ~ 1 from '--a friend. From _(here, into the passport o(fice after 
serving 20 years for ar:°Ied tunnel ~hru it.. Ray suppos- ~ he l out for Canada, d,. _ normal hours and l>e'ian a 
ro?b~ry and as an habitual, ef Y . hoisted himself. at.op al· ing 1962 red ·Plymo. h .. . se~rc~ of 250,000 p~ssp~r,t .' p-.. 
cnmmal. He had already .P eh~e and, from this start-. whic he reportedly bough n' phcabons. _They were.·try1ng 
served 7 years when he es- m pomt of about 6 feet up . Eas t Louis . : to _determme · whether· the 
caped April 23, 1967. J;~ . wall, m~naged _t_o geti1~uf- ·, · . ' • American, James :mart Ray, 

In st. Louis, at "The iici~nt hold 1_11 crevice~ b. }lS· . llA Y ARRIVED. in Mont- ·; come to Canad~ and •ob­
Grapevine" ta v er. n, John ng ~ 4 foot_ rod to hoist 1. 1m- real on July 18 a.nd, got a·. !a. ed .. a pass .. port with a_ ne·w. ·. 
Larry Ray heard th self m stages over the w 1. . room for $75 ·· a · month · at ,1 ntity. · . · .··. . : 1:· 

e news . H K t t E .. · . th 11 d . . . . d il 
stoic y. lit was on the ra- James Earl was the first : ar- apar ~ens, 2589 . ; . '. _n . e - ~y per10 . . t 
dio. . s brother w~s wa_ ed of nine childre~. One ... s. to. ~otre Dame _gv. So. far ~ l , . y _28 :Ray ~e. emed t.;-0 hav,e 
for e of the sensati al di · a fire, another in , , car known, ~e . rem,me - m ' disappe~~ co_mpletely , : : 

on serving his customer,_ Ja es Earl and his two ur~g that bme, he e.llf lied. when be obtained a room m 
" , . , cl est brothers,. John Larry . a corr_es~ondence c rse 1 

_BUT I WAS kind of sur- an Jerry, wel'e eventy,al!!_ IE !ocksm1thmg from a 1 
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New Earl's Court hotel on 
Penywern road"n·es ''Hamon 

"t:effi: ke -Sueyd." . 

THE SEARCH shifted into 
higb gear, as authorities 
moved tff track Ray's further 
movements. 

Interest in contacting white 
mercenary forces in Africa 
apparently brought Ray, pre­
senting himself as "Sneyd;" 
to telephone Ian Colvin, Lon­
don Daily Telegraph writer, 
seeking information. Colvin 
said it was something he 

. would not discuss on the 
phone. 

The same day, June 5, Ray 
checked out of New Earj's 
Court and went to an ou1• f­
the-waty• spot, the Pax ho1 el, 
in Wa' ick Way, in i he 
Pimlic section of Lon ' n. 

He m , de at least one known 
phone call. It was to Ian Col­
vin · again. Colvin said that if 
"Sney:f" wrote him a note · 
he wi uld send him the jd­
gium for possible recr ·t-
ment; as a mercenary. T at I 
was on June 6. 

The morning of June 8, 
Ray checked out of the Pax 
hotel and headed for Hea­
throw airport. He had a ticket 

. for BEA flight 466, departing: 
at 11:50 a. m. for Brussels.! 

At about 11:15 a. m., pre-! 
senting his passport before i 
boarding the plane, an im-; 
migration official examined 
it and detained him for a 
moment, then asked that he 
come to the office for ''further 
inquiries." An_ "All Ports 
Warning'' had been widely 

broai.ast for Ray .,
1 

RA INSISTED I he was 
Ram George Sne ' . But he 
was eld because e had a 
_._:N___caliber Liberty Ch~~! re- I 
dress If a contact in Bet- 1 

volver with five ro~1.:is of i 

ammu i tion-a violati n of 
the Fir · rms Act of 193 The 
two passports put him vio­
lation of the Aliens Orde_r of 
1953. 

• • 

Inside story of his 2 months as fugitive 
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Misquoted: Bev.el ... 

·- s--c· •L-___ ,c-__ -' -- -'--a·· - -- · · : -_. . en1es 
it has data 
·W-a clear Ray·, 

A'IiLANTA (UPI) _. The die'i;! .. Y?u ha':7e·b_ een-accui
0

d of 
Southlfin Christian Leadiship mu1~enng him. Of. co~; ' 

1 

Confe1 nee insisted Fi .iday k~ you are not gmlt~. 
t_ hat it holds no inside infc ma;. . lfle Rev. ~al~h n __ avid be_ r­
tion n6r hard evidence to lear nathy, Dr. Kmg s ~uccessor as 
James Earl Ray In the assassi- head of" SCLC, said _ Thursday 
nation of the Rev. Dr. Martin that, _r ha_ve absolute c?n-
L th K. J · . _, fidence[. m his (Mr. Bevels) 

u er mg r. . - d · t ·t -,,,, d 
Nonetheless, the SCLC aide ! Judgme· t an . m eg~i, Y, ' n,, 

who offered to defend Ray last I that he a~d ~CLC sup _ .rt 
Saturday and said he was con- Mr. Be el m his efforts. 
vinced of Ray's innocence, o FF EN Bu R GER said, 

talke-d with Percy Foreman, h-o~ver, that alt.hough !te_­
Ray's atto~ey, in Memphis, me ts by Mr. Bevel and r .. 
Thursday mght. Ab rnathy may _ indicate . at 

The Rev. James Bevel met le ' I proof of Ray's inno ce 
for an hour at the -Shelby is in Mr. Bevel's hands, 'no· 
County Jail Thursday with such claim was· meant. 
Foreman and Ray and he later , · · . 
said, "iBrother Ray asked me 1 "Bevel told us that his_ state-
to defend him and I intend to ment m ad e no mention of 
do that." 'evidence, or anything about 

Foreman was not available who pulled the trigger," _Qf- ' 
forr romment. 1 fenburger s~id, "Be~;l feels he 

" e will defend Ray, 1 ut has been misquoted. 

pa y," Mr. Bevel said. H · de- UPI correspondent Helene A. 
scribed Ray as "sick, pi_tiful Spic ' said she talked to r], , 
• • • a_ deranged man in need Bev last Sunday and twi h 
of psychiatric treatment." ui~d th_~ e vvord "evidenc_e". 

A SPOKESMAN for SCLC, · 1 n answer to a quest10n wh __ _ 
Thomas Offenburger, said in he1,-~ffered to defend· Rar, Mr. 
an interview that Mr. Bevel 13evel repli~d: "Because; of the 
feels he has been misquoted evidence ---I- have -of pis in~ 
about evidence that w Ou 1 d rioc~nce:" Mi S-S Spicer said. 
prove Ray's innocence. ·. . Asked why he had -chosen that . 

In a telegram to Ray Sa~r- moment to speak of his £ief 
?ay, s~nt fron:i the SCLC office t!at Ray was innocent, r. 
m Philadelphia, Mr. Bevel of- · vel responded: "I J·ust felt 
f d t · · · th d fense · ere o Jom 1~ . 8 e · t e re was enough evid ce, 
The telegram said m fil: e ough understanding to come 

"1. iuld like to inf rm you to the. conclu~ion " she said. 
that I ould be vecy PPY to i , ' 
take ur case witho fee, I 
was p sent on April 4 at the 
Lorraine Motel when Dr. King 

,,1 

· _ ev. James .. Bevel 
In talks at jail 

• 
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BELIEVES RAY INNOCENT 
" 

.King Aid to Assist 
. ' 

Suspect's Defense , 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. 1.lPl - A top with Ray for one how,:. Late:, 

aid to slain civil rights leader Bevel discussed the case m 
general terms with the minis­

the Rev. Martin Luther King ters who had been attending the 
Jr. has paid a jail cell visit to general board meeting here of 
James E a r 1 Ray, King's the N at i on a 1 Council of 
accused killer, and says he will Churches. 
aid in Ray's defense. · · Convinced ·Ray Innocent 

The move was ~acked by the · Bevel said he was convinced 
R~v. Ralph David Aber~athy, of Ray's innocence before .he 
Kmg's succes~01: as head of t~e · met with him "and I am now 
Southern Christian Leadership even more convinced that Ray 
conference.• was about •as capable· of killing 

"Brother ~ay has 8:sked me Kirig as I am . of flying to the 
to defend him and I mtend to moon.'' · 

, do it," the R;ev. James Bevel In ariswer to a question, the 
I told a meetmg of about ~O bearded balding · Bevel said he 
1:11-!nis~e:s last nig~t after his had be~n accepted by Ray to 
Jail visit. Bev~l said last week .assist in the ca. s. e and tit 

~

e was . convmced. Ray ~as Foreman would remain as c ef 
cent m t~e slaymg of Kmg counsel. Bevel, 32, is not a 

he· last April 4. member of the bar but says e 
. ernathy Approves Move is a 1 a w y_ e r "by cir~ -

In Atlanta, Abernathy said he stances." . . . 
viewed Bevel's action as a way Foreman was not available 
of 'moving "nonviolence into a for comment o~ . what . part 
new dimension in . American Bevel ~~uld play m t~e case. 
life.'' The S. C. L.·c. .head . Bevel, Lawyer Confer 
added, HJtev. Bevel is speaking :Asked -··about .the·.· arra11ge •. 
~o ~he r,~ iss~~r_,'- ,tiamely ~hat ments for his visit ~th Ray, 
it 1S not who kilted Dr. Kmg, Bevel · said, "I sent his [Ray's] 
but what ~d him·." attorney a telegram he phoned 

Bevel visited ,' Ray in the me, and we went to see· him 
top-secutjty cell on the third tonight." 
floor of the Shelby County jail Abernathy, in his comments, 
ace i 111>Nlied-. by-, Ray's attor~, said that "America's oppressed 
neyj ferey · Foreman of Hou~ and victimized" should come 
tonJ -.~ · - 1, "to the . aid and · defense" of 
,, I riff William N. Morris J ·. Ray. 
s · :·~vd. · ~<l foreman were He said, "If a conspiracy 

-- _, ~ ___ , __ · ,. ' · exists, and l believe it does, it 

mus) be fully- exposed.· Gf g 
bey td conspiracy, Ameri ns 
mus understand the bro er 
guilt, of a society which as 
been killing off its -best- young 
leaders." 

•• 

at l CA(: O • I ! . t. l NO 1 '. 

cot.: 1 
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,f>ate Of. Ray's : · 
rial Is Delayecl' 

i EMPHIS (AP)-The Jame . 
1
- E 1 Ray tri_al, scheduled to be­
gin March 3, was continued 
Friday until April 7. · Ray is 
charged with slaying Dr. Mar­
tin• Luther King Jr. 

Judge W. Preston Battle 
granted the continuance after 
Ray's attorneys said they 
could not be ready · by the 

, scheduled trial date. 
1 

D1~i Atty. Gen. Phil [· Can . said the state has b~ n 
read since Nov. 12, the .da e 
Ray riginally was schedul1 d 
to stand trial. 

• 
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~ ?Y Denies. Ci(r, 1 

1fle Are His J 
MEMPHIS (UPI) - James 

Earl Ray denied Friday that I 
he owned· the rifle and the car I 
police said were used in the 
assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. last April 4. 

Ray made the denial in a-, 
written answer to a Chancery 
Court suit filed by private 
detective Renfro T. Hays, who ' 
is seeking $11,046 from Ray for 
investigative work Hays said 

he 1 under Ray's for~r at­
torn' , Arthur J. Han Sr. 

In . is suit, Hays aske that 
th~ · 1 ems be assigned t him 
}a&•p~net OiJhtLdeb,t:_~.•. , · , 

• • 
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MockTrial I 

E .d. K. I ~ ID · Ifpg,i 
M !rder C!se: 

. . 

Atlanta, Feb. 28 ruPD-Aids of · 
· .

1

, the late Dr. Martin Luther 
King plan to stage a mock trial 
in Memphis during the trial : 
of James Earl Ray to "con- 1 

vict" the nation at large of 
King's assassination. 

The Rev. James Bevel would 
be chief prosecutor in the trial, 
which would be conducted in 
the manner of British Philoso­
pher Bertrand Russell's Swed­
ish tribunal trials of the United 
States for Viet N am war 
policies. 

Final Approval Expected ·-
King's Southern C h r i s t i a n 

Leadership c o n f e r e n c e 
[S. C. L. C.] has not officially 
approved the mock trial. How­
ever, it was expected to do so 

ne;'{t Ie. ek, S. C. L. C. i' urces said. · 
Bev has maintained f sev­

eral n:' nths that Ray, , an 
ex-convict from Illinois, is "in- . 
nocent" of the slaying last ! 
April 4. However, he has said ; 
in recent interviews that he has i 

no evidence or inside informa- ' 
tion to offer in Ray's trial. 

Consider Downtown March 
Bevel and other S. C. L; C. · 

staffers hope to hold a large 
march thru downtown Mem­
phis during the mock trial with 
King's widow, Mrs. Coretta 
King, and his -. successor in 

S. Ci. C., the Rev. Ra1i D. 
Aber thy, leading the m, rch~ 
ers. , 

Ray, trial on m u , de r 
charges is scheduled to · gin 
April 7. It has been postponed. 
twice -from N<>v. 12, and from 
March 3. 

• • 
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La ... hvY.. .~.:to._ appear .' ' ijti t I , " I ' ' 

]lay guilty plea ~· 
,hint in IGng death 

MEMPEIS, Tenn. (AP) -
James Earl Ray's lawyer was 
granted a Monday appearance 
in Crim1nal Court as an 
Alabama newspaper reported 
Friday that Ray plans to plead 
guilty iq the death of the Rev. 
Dr. M&rtin Luther King Jr. 
and will receive a 99-year sen-
tence. . 

A ~, spokesman for Judge 
Presfl n Battle, who is schedul­
ed to preside at Ray's trial 
next month, said Ray's lawyer 
had sought and ! been granted 

the hearing. There was no in~ 
dication here what the hearing 
would concern. 

In Huntsville, Ala., however, 
the Huntsville Times reported 
Ray will plead guilty to the 
assassination of King last April 
4 and receive a 99-year sen­
tence. 

The Times wrote that it 

lear·n· 'e~ t.he State of T~· ·. nnessee would , recommend the: 99-year 
sentence "when Ray. pleads 
guilty." ·. 

Maximum penalty in ennes­
seq is death by electrocution. 
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P. ORT GUl~v·· ~ii he sta!e prosecutors toim-1 
1 • ·:, on witnesses to estab -a. 

, . · · ima facie case against ay. I 

, . . • Then the. jury must be . lled · 

EA DE AL · 1 N .. and· must unanimously accept , 
, both the guilty plea and the 1 

. . recommendation for sentence. 

KING SL Ayl NG 
With these conditions met 

Judge Battle could im!iately 
:o't~nounce sentence. ~ n d e r 
~ . ~essee law Ray w· Id be 
eJ g1ble for parole after , rving 

Ray from oile-third of his sentence or 33 
years. . 

Death Penalty 
Memphis, March 7 [Special] 

-James Earl Ray, charged 
with the murder of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., will appear in 
Circuit court here Monday 
morning amid indications today 
that he will plead guilty in 
return for a 99-year sentence. 

"Ray will be tried, convicted, 
sentenced and in the peniten­
tiary at Nashville on Monday 
evening," said a source close to 
behind-the-scenes negotiations 
and bargaining that has been 
Ullrer way in this city for more 
th n two weeks. ·~ 

. Judge Tells Requ61 
At least partial confir" ation . 

of this surprising and some­
what inconclusive t u r n of 
events has been · a public 
announcement by Judge Pres­
ton Battle who was to preside 
at the Ray trial beginning April 
7, that Ray and his attorney, 
Percy Foreman of Houston, 
will appear in the courthouse 
Monday. 

"Foreman has said that he is , 
prepared to enter a series of 
motions at that time and has . 
requested that Ray be brought : 
into court -for the hearing," 
Judge Battle announced. 

Disclosure of the probable 
plea of guilty with the "deal" 
involving avoidance of a death 
sentence,' came in a nationally 
exclusive story in this morn­
ing411 Huntsville [Ala.] Times. 

equires Jury Action 
al experts hereiid that 

if reman enters plea of 
gui . for Ray it ' will be 
nee ary · for Judge attle to 
impanel a jury of 12, and for 

____..._ . ------- ---
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Memphis coit>s.i 
oA alert foriJ I 
, - I 

Ray's last day/ 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (lP)-All : 

Memphis city police and 1 

i c o u n t y sheriff's deputies 
, were put on 12-hour shifts 
and their days off were can­
celed yesterday as another I 

1 hearing, perhaps his final 1 

: one; neared tomorrow for 
James Earl Ray. 

Ray, charged, with mur­
, dering the Rev, Martin Lu-
- ther King Jr., has beeµ un- 1 

der h e a v y security ever 
since his extradition from 
London to the United States 
last summer. 
Police Chief Henry Lux de­

scribed intensification of po­
lice activities in view of the 
Monday hearing as precau- 1 

tionary . . . "so we can be / 
ready for any eventuality.'' 
· The Memphis Commercial j' 

· Appeal reported today that 
Texas Atty. Percy Foreman, · 
Ra;x's counsel, met;·n St. 
Lol with two of · Ray's 
bro hers and a sistE and 
~tbed it as an a1 arenl 
md!,e to clear the y for 

1 the guilty plea. 

• • 
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:·,.. ·_ · .· .. s , · d lutes and· would not com-

m-ors -·urrfflun m t when he l~ft, the t· es , . . l ;a ;, ¾',;!ew~~:O:aa,::~ .R , H ■ ,a prosecutor, P. M. C ale. ay S earlnfr :.Foreman and Canale _w~re re-
. & 1

, ported by court officials to 

· BY BILL JOHNSON 

MEMPHIS UP) - J,ames Earl 
Ray has a date in court today 
amid speculation that he would 
plead guilty to murdering the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 
and take a 99-year prison sen-
tence. 
. The hearing was called by 

Judge W. Preston 

;have met together for 50 min­
utes, according to the Times 
~patch. · 

iay, an escapee. froJ the 
ssouri state penite111 iary, 
s arrested in London\ last 

i
e 8, 2 months and 4 lys 
ter King was killed by sin­
e shot as he stood on the 
, lcony of the Lorraine tel. 

Returned to Memphis 

Ray was returned to Mem­
phis in July after long extra- · 

Some observers thought the dition proceedings. Since then 
hearing might bring nothing he has been held under ex­
more dramatic than a motion traordinary security precau­
for a change of venue or some tions in an air conditioned and 
other legal maneuver by Ray's TV-monitored cell block of the 
lawyer, Percy Foreman of• Shelby county jail. 
Houston. ; He has made fewer than half 

Ki A c n It d · a dozen court appearances 

i ~ re 
O 

su e ! since his return, the first for 
he Memphis Comme cial hisff~arraignment and the~ re­

A eal reported that For an ma nder as procedural defi1 nse 
h conferred with two of • y's mo ions were argued. : , 
brothers and a sister last week, 'fj nnessee law in first-def ree- 1 

apparently to clear the way for murder cases requires a ury 
a guilty plea. to set a sentence regardless of 

Doubters pointed out that the plea entered, but a provi­
with a 99-year sentence, Ray sion of the statute allows jurors I 
wou~d not be eligible for parole who say they cannot agree with 
for at least 33 years. · a recommended sentence to be / 

The state had said previously disqualified. 
it would demand death in the · · 
electric chair, but no one has · _ Must Prove Death 
been executed in Tennessee The law further requires that 
since 1961. · 

1

, the · prosecution must then 
Should a jury sentence Ray, prove that King was killed. 

to life imprisonment, parole . Ull(jer the. rules governing a 
could be· possible in 13½ years. guilty plea, the attorneys then 

Neither Foreman nor t~e stipulate that if the case had 
prosecuting staff would com- gone to trial evidence would 
ment on the reports that a deal hav~ been· presented, to show 
for a 99-year term had been that Ray was the man ·who shot 
made. King.·-:- · : , 

·. . . . -K!·· g was slain ;April, .. while Act1v1ty at Night ! in ; phis to belp abo 1.300 
· • The New York Times re~ sani 

I 
tion worke~s; · ·m_ t . of 

ported that Judge Battle wen~ the . · Negroes, m a trike 

~

the courthouse last, nigh~. against the city government. 
r Ray had met foriore · ---

an an hour with For an, 
. id reports that Ray ha bad 
· ond thoughts about pl ding 

guilty to King's murder.· v 

· The ·. j~dge s~ayed about 

• 
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J~leads Guilty 
to End Trial 

MEMPHIS (Al)-James Earl Ray pleaded guilty· todaj. to 
murdering Dr. Martin Luther Kin.g Jr. and was sentence.· to 
99 .years in the Tennessee State penitentiary. , · 

Ray, in admitting his guilt, ·hi·, · told the court he w ied 
to a.· dd . a statement that he did ~ oum . ~y such. ~vid~ nee 
not agree with "the theory ar~ , the J\Jdge made 1t c/J ar, 
there was no conspiracy" in the th .: state will prosecute. · 
killing of Dr. King. -- Ray·said he .. did not agree 
. ,But Criminal court Judge with the theory that there was 
Preston. Battle intoned: ·-no. conspiracy to assassinate 

"You have pleaded guilty to Ki~g. He did not elaborate. ~e 
first degree murder and it is said, . howeyer,,, "I agree ~1th 
the .judgment of the court that the stipulation to plead gmlty. 
you be confined for 99 years in :'I've never had hope~ of an~-
the state penitentiary." thing except to save this mans 

Lasts Only 3 Hours life," said Ray's lawyer, Percy 
· · · . . . · Foreman of Houston. "It took 
: The entire proceeding lasted me months to prove to myself 
less than three and a half that it was not a conspiracy." 

i hours. - •t T t·r 
A minute before the judge 5 W1 nesses . es_ 1 y 

passed · sentence, Ray sat · Five witnesses then testified 
'quietly in a checked blue sport to the actual fact of King's 
coat ~nd dark pants as the slaying, at the Lorraine motel 
judge asked the jurors if they here April 4, 1968. This is ne- , 

, still agreed to a state-defense cessary under Tennessee law 
· arrangement that Ray plead in a case where the death pen­
guilty and accept, the sentence. alty could be involved. 

All 12 raised their right hands Then, the jury had to go thru 
in ass~. . the formality_ of setting the 99-

The. Judge than thanked the year sentence. · . 
·jurorS: and all others who had The jury was chosen -fro a 
_ : , ·" ._ in the ease. He ~epea~d ve f~: picked two weeks · o, 
- . • . ~ ~ and prosecu n co~ bu~ the. jurors _ themselves ad 

.•. ]Of a cons~iracy Kings I Sill ~that they would be · S:- · 
. Yllllt. · · - · . · sig11¢c1_ · to the Ray_ case-• until·: 

:: --~~· .w~uld J>ros c~te · theYc~ujt session '.beta~ ·-tJi~s· 
·.·'.J ...... , ·-~·-· -'--•- - . -- . ·-- .c.. ----

• 
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.. "ing. ' 
. , ,. ·: ff);iestioned ~ Jl,!!fge~. \ brothers and a sister last week, M~i(KWMNW .... 
' ' ~dge. Battle ask-ed'· J;_lay' ~o a!a!ently to clear ~he ty for It w,i:•:•·· 

w "called to the stand w eth• a11 mlty plea. fl 
er e understood that his guilty I· .1 he state had said pre , _iously !iii 
plea ~eant he waived all- rights it :wo~ld de~and death m the ff 
to ~ppeal. Battle also asked 

1
e1ectr1c chair, b~t no one has ? 

.Ray. if the decision to plead b~en executed m Tennessee 
guilty was his own and of pis smce 1961. 

1 own free will. Activity at Night 
"I agree with the stipula- . 

tion" Ray said and then told The New York Times re-

!:d~t:: i~::~dR:: .::: ~.;~R:~~:~~:;;t 2i;! , ~~ ~;::·_~._.::_-_-:·_; __ ... ,'.,:_·_·::.:,:_:_;.;i __ :_~:_:::;: 

he wanted ' to · go on record as tha~ an hour with Foreman, i ; . 
saying he did not agree with amid reports that Ray had had i=,·· 

"the.·t .heory that t. h. ere was 

1
. 0 se~ond tho~gh;s about pl.eading.1 

coniiracy." . · gmlty to Kings murder. 
1' Killing Established !he judge stayed about 30 

A~ that point, testimo! e- mmutes and would not ?Om­
g~ ' simply to establis\ the· . m~nt when he left, the Times 
fa~ that Kin£! was. killed; Five : sa.1d. I~ the courthouse at the 

·• · . -~- - · same time were Foreman and 
WI~ e~ses._ were called, lll this a~• rosecutor, P. M. Canale. JAMES EARL RAY 
OI'(\ r · F( reman and Canale we e re-

The Rev. Samuel B. Kyles, a p( ted by court offici}···· s to 
Memphis. Baptist minister with h ' e met together for 5( min­
whom Kmg was to have had utes, according to the , imes 
supper on the eve of his death. dispatch. · 

~

hauncey Eskridge of Chi- Ray, an escapee from the 
c o, a l_a~e! anq close friend Missouri state pe11itentiary, 
o the civil rights leadi. was arrested in London last 

r. Jerry.Francisco, t e Shel- June 8, 2 months and 4 days 
by county coroner, w o dis- after King was killed by a sin­
cussed the fatal rifle . wound gle shot as he stood on the 
wbich King received. balcony of the Lorraine motel. 

Inspector N. E. Zachary, chief Returned to Memphis 
Memphis homicide officer. Ray· was returned to Mem-

Robert Jensen, in charge of phis in July after long extra-· 
the Memphis FBI office. dition proceedings. Since then 

Parole in 33 Years he has been held under ex-
The 99-year sentence means traordinary security precau­

Ray could be eligible for pa- lions in an air conditioned and 
role in 33 years. TV-monitored cell block of the 

The state previously said it Shel~ county jail. j 
would demand the death pen- · He!. has made fewer tha · half 
alty, but the state's electric a d• zen court appear ces 
c'ir has not been use·d· since since1 his return, the fir for 
1 1 i his arraignment and the re-

. · Kin Are ConsuitJ mainder as procedural defense 
1 motions were argued. 

he Memphis Co :
1 

ercial 
Appeal reported that reman 
had conferred with two of Ray's 

• 
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ury OKs j 
eal to 

siething. 1 agree with all • Ki~g received;_ N. E. ~~chly, 
thj se stipulations, but I_ d1't_ i ief Memphis homicide_ i f­
a· ee with these theories l of I f er, and Rogert Jensen, i e-
·c ·. spiracy." . : I al a~ent in c~arge of : h~. 

Battle then asked Ray 1f e · . mphis FBI office. 

-wished to change the plea of:' IF RAY HAD NOT changed 
guilty• · • his plea, the prosecution had 

"No, sir," Ray replied. pl_anned to seek the death 

THE TRIAL had b e e n . penalty· avoid chai1· 
: scheduled to begin April 7. · Earlier, Ray's brother, John, 

However, a 1·ury was selected said he doubted his brother By Jerry Lipson 
Monday from the first 12 - would plead guilty. 5taff Writer names on the venire and the But John said his brother 

MEMPHIS - James Earl trial started. may have been tited of being 
Ray pleaded guilty Monday to All jurors agreed to the deal under constant observation in 
murdering the Rev. Dr. Luther for the 99-year sentence, but in his cell by, guards and closed-
King Jr. and was sentenced to Tennessee a jury must try . circuit television. 
99 years in prison. murder cases involving guilty . "All the time he has spent up 

Ray entered the plea as· part pleas. This is because the jury 'there (in his cell) may have 
of a deal with the prosecution actually sets the · penalty in : affected his mind," John Ray 
in which he agreed .to the murder cases. • said. "He can't even to go the 
prison sentence. He could be Canale told the jury: I' bathroom in private." i 
eligible for parole from the Tn- "We have no evidence that ! ~John Ray said he saw ~fis I 
nessee State Prison at there was any conspiracy in- ' b: other for an hour Saturdlly 
Nashville in 33 years. valved. If at any time there is al d nothing was said abou : a 

Monday was Ray's 41st evidence that such a con- g ilty plea. 

co Id have been sentenced1• to ·iN~LE THEN called le ~_::·_.:·_:··_..- -.·.,/·:: (tJ:/t1 
! t!p~l ~ l~ct~;~a~!i~~- :~ ~~ ~:~~~••~ 11;:e:v. ~i: ~. ,,,A +1 
of the Nobel Paace Prize in- w was with Dr. Kmg t e ,ttt 

evening of April 4. . ::tr== ner. ];(/· 
The two-hour trial was only a I Mr. Kyles described Dr. 

formality. The jury agreed in ' King's death. 
advance to sentenc,e Ray to 99 He said they were standing 
years. 

1 
on the second-floor balcony of 

After five pr O s e cut i O n 
I 

the Lorraine Motel, outside Dr. 
~itnesses were heard, the King's room,. when "I turned to 
Judge asked the jury to do its walk away. 

duty. 'j got- a-b-ou-t five or six steps 
By a show of hands, and aw I y from him and I heal 

without leaving the jury box, · 1 

- - -- • 

, the 12 jurors, 2 of them Negro, no I what I know to be a shot. . 
: agreed to the 99-year prison 'I looked down in the pa · -
i term. ing lot because I thought it was, 
j a car. Then I looked at Dr.' ' 
1 PERCY FOREMAN, Ray's King and he was lying thusly'. 

attorney, told the court: "It (Mr. Kyles held his hands over!J. 1~:es Earl Ray -
took me five months to prove bi's head) " · 
to myself that there was no 1'They had' shot his necktier-· --- ---- -
conspiracy. right off." he said. . 

"I've never had any hopes of . \ 
anything except to save this I OTHER WITNESSES called -
man's life." were: 

Prosecutor Phil M. Canale Chauncey Eskridge, Chicago 

, al*-~ld tihe jury that he · ijt rney and a close frientof 
i no vidence of a conspiiiac slain civil rights . lea r; 

A · that point Ray stood Jerry Francisco, Sh · by _ 
an said: · 

nty Coroner, who discus d 
· ' our Honor, I'd like to sa the single rifle wound that Dr. 
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11U\\' PLEADS GUILTY,~ 
HINTS AT CONSPIRACY 

. 1 . 
BY WAYNE THOMIS vUuaLs in a conspiracy to co .1 -

in<fi~. ctment of any other ini·· -
cchica10 Tribune Press Service ml this act. / 

! Memphis, March 10-Within ·· ay was 41 today. e 
2½ hours today, James Earl will be eligible for parole on 
Ray pleaded guilty to the mur- his 71st birthday, or earlier if 
der of Dr. Martin Luther King time already served in jail is 
Jr., was tried before.a jury, and taken into account. 
sentenced to 99 years in the 
Tennessee state penitentiary 
in Nashville in the Criminal 
court of Judge W. Preston 
Battle. 

Reject No-Plot Theory 

Ray himself injected an ele­
ment of conspiracy doubt in the 
proceedings. Shortly after the 

. jury had been addressed by 
The action I e a v es many . various state's .attorneys, he 

questions unanswered~ Thruout I jumped to his ftet and in the 
the hearing, officials repeated- · loudest tones he had used dur~ 
ly said that none of the law ! ing the day told Judge Bat~e, 
enforcement agencies involved "I disagree with all the . the-

[

. investigation of the ml- ories of former · Atty. ·;· 
. of Dr. King, which y Rf sey Clark, the FBI's J.:· · 
no bas admitted, had o- E . ar Hoover, ,,anq tke- p~ ·_ le 
d .· ~~evidence justifying y :; · !!:p::~;~,~

0

n°. eyid.:, ,t1 

_,, '·--· ---

• 
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When Judge Battle turnedJo Jlge Battle. ''This i~ 1t that despit~. Ray'~ waiv,I of 

1 •i R th· h til . dd ,. y ' want to do?" Ag~m y a~ppeal rights his case, uld ! 
,j d aft w ~1Jt· taschy ag · · sa "Yes s~" g into a federal c~urt on ) 

on an o an e Y '~ hi ' . t th • d · h as corpus .proceedmgs "at! 
P a of guilty I don't want o t t s pom e JU ge • t· " Th • d 'd I h t : · • . a ime. e JU ge sa1 a , 

want anything added to what'· I .J1g ts to al?peal ~e senten about the evJdence or the tfial 
has been agreed." !~:'11 fro~ pnor ~lings of co because of the possibility· of'· 

Q t. f Pl t R , . - m e trial. Agam Ray nodd , such a review , ues lOD O O emams ·ms d t din I ' 
. . . . • . . un ers an g. . . ·Conspiracy Leads Failed .. 

Judge Batt!e said m open No Further Promises Atty. Gen. Phil Canale; . in 
co?I't that_ fa_ll_~e t? ~roduce . "Has anything ·else been charge of the mur~er case._fGr , 
evidence Justifying mdietment promised you by anyone?" de- Shelby county, srud that.:hyn- ·· 
of any other persons "is not -manded . the -judge. "Has any dreds ·of leads had been ~vesti- , 
conclusive p,roof that no con-

1 

pressure been used again$t you gated by the Federal Bureau of 
spiracy existed" and added: , by anyone?" To both questions Investigation, Bri~ain's Scot!~nd 

"M if . · Ray answered, "No, sir." Yard, and Canadian authorities 
. oreover, a_ conspiracy ... ·"You are pleading guilty _'h.,,._ in an effort to establish a con-

exISted, no member of such a k'll d D K' ';,, spiracy in which Ray acted in 
1 t I. . d .. cause you 1. e . r. mg. . 

po ~an ever_ 1ve m peace an I insisted the judge., "This is behalf of o,thers. ~}l of t~em 
security or he down to pleas- :done . freely, voluntarily,· and had led to 'naught, he said: 
ant dreams ·because in this understandingly, an act of free As for motive, Canale said, 
state there is no statute of ,'will with understanding of the he felt this was "largely ra­
limitations on a capital crime." 0<;i>nsequences?" Ray answered, cist." He refused to enlarge on 

od , . . :C'Yes, sir." ' . · this statement. 
T ay s hearmg m Shelby _;, · At this . t J' B 1 1 TechnicaUy Ray is in custody 

county court opened with a , ::an assistaiW~ttori: g:::r?i: of .. tate penit~ntiary au!hori '. s 
rather m a t t er - of - fact an- ,spent one hour reading to t wb must arr_ange for ~s tra s-
no~ ement by Ray's cou 1, -· details of a stipulati fe~ to Nashville. The tune d 

and was offermg a waiver of• was shot to death in Memphis : t? tt/ ··•·•·•,:::=t:tt:t? · 

Denies Memphis Is To Biame 
bling lope, his face waxened "M h' h. b bl ed i,•:::i -\1\:,:,:,:i,:,i~i:,i;::i,,<,=I\::,:::~,:,:*irn,:::::r.f,,,,,,. 
and h. h . . . emp is as een am • :t\ ..... -.,~71MWWMftM/%W$f is s arp nose appearmg for the death of Dr King ,:,:,:,:,:,• .... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,:,:,:,:,:,:,~:,:;,J:,:::::,,~** 

p~ched and ·blue-rose quietly. ,wrongfully and n!ogically," Bat~· ffJ. ,i\~l(j:it/;i~l:![liiililiiilliiiil!IIJ: 
Your counsel has explam· ed tie sru'd "Ne1'ther Dr King n·or : · .. ,,,,:·'·:;'''=M,::::\l::::::ii.f·:if.:fk, 

. • • ~-~❖-•.•, ········.-.·· ·«•:•:❖:•· 

your rights to you and you un- .~e ~an c_onvi~ted here had .... 1J{:t:r· 
derstand th e m ?" demanded · lived m Memphis. It was a co- · 
the . judge. Ray replied quietly, ~c!dence that their ?,rbits mere-
'"Yes sir " , Iy mtersected here. - •-·· -· -···-~-

' · _ · • .. · The judge said that the, 
· Waives Right of Appeal ·•e\ridence against Ray had been 
The judge then· told Ray that :'very_ s~rong, but ~hat he had 

he had full rights t t . 1 . :tji>t ms1sted on trym_g the . case 
_ . . • 0 a ria m /because, altho he himself had 

the courts and if . an adverse · ,inflicted death sentences follow­
verdict were returned-he could l.:mg several gials and his col­
appeal thru · Tennessee courts -leagues in court also had sen­
~ the United States Supreme 'tenced executions, there has/ 
court. The judge added that by' · oeen no such penalty meted 
pleading guilty he was waiving !!1 Tennessee:: sin~e 195~, and 
these rights and the defendant all trends m . thIS stite · and 

ed in the affirmativ ' 'out. the Umted __ States e . . e. fo -doing away ,1\Vith ·Qlllllll 
. ou are ~illing to m e pu hment." , ·, · ; 
_ eomprollllse and settle r · an . interview outsld~kl! 

,_!_ - -year. sentence?" asked courtroom...,. J..udg~t..a~. 

, Judge w.-:Preston '.Batti ~ ~: 
~. ~ 
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L · ck of , rial for Ray Leav·: s 
ey Que tions Unanswer 

1,J 
CB y the Associated Press] ' I '1 --· ~-- R f · · - · -

J - E 1 R , 1 f I ad Best Vantage Point -_ ay . igure out the mformaf n , . -
ames ar ay s p ea o . - . . ~tn his own, or were others. , n- T'on,to bas no reci;>rd of set;id:-

guilty to the murder ~f, -Dr. ·. w did Ray p1_ck the roo olved? _ i .a. duplicat~ "Sn~yd"ii irth 
Martin Luther King Jr. put mg house on Mam street an , · R t d 1 t G · _ c tif1ca_ te to him. One wa sent 
the lid on a court trial which how did he know that the best e urne .8 un t Ray, as "Paul Bridg - n/~< 
might have aired puzzling ques-, vantage point would be from B:fore the sl~ymg, Ray went bu_t itwas·1eturned, unrec -' ed. 
tions about his escape from the hallway bathroom, from to t e Aero Mb ar~e ~upply co~- -\\;1t~out ~ny document to show 

. , his . t· . k"ll' g which the fatal shot was fired? pany, near t e Brr_mmgham arr- ,_hJs identity, how was Ray able 
prison, ~o 1ve_ in 1 m . - · , port, where he first bought· a I to get the passport in th · • 
King, and his fl 1 g ht from He h~d been offered a kitchen- .243 Remington rifle. He re- .1 of Sneyd? , - e name 
justice. ette. m another part ~f the es- turned the next day, to get a I Once· be went abroad and ar-

H i s imprisonment without tabhshment, but , th1~ would more pow e r f ul Remington : rived in Portugal, Ray was safe 
the searching inquiry of a have looked out to Mam street, Gamem~ster. Wb~ would he ' from American law since the 
trial leaves these key questions away from the Lorraine site. · have r~ked making an ex- 'United States has ·no extradi-
un~nswered: O~Ray'_s _alia~es, three wjre cha~ge? Wh_y would he h_ave !ion ~-gr~men~ with Portug-a1 

H d' d h b. ? of en livmg m the Tor to decided on a mote powerful mvolvmg capital cases. He. 
ow 1 . e pay . is way· . - . -- weapon? The .243 .would have went to London. Wb ? 

From the time of hIS escape are · Paul Bridgman, Ra on been J·ust as deadly say some / Th t Yb -
. . t ·t -S d d E . St . lt ' e answers o t ese key 

from M1ssour1 sta e pem en- n , an ric arvo • biters. . !stions m1"gbt ·b - ed-
. · il G lt' t 1 'ddl · · ave. em!i tiary at Jeff~rso~ City,_ Ap~ a s_ ac ua ~ 1 e name is fter the slaying, Ray,- · if witnesses _had'· been c _er_, 

23, 1967, until his capture m St. Vmcent. Did someone se- t ed a passport in Tor to ·e dence had been prese d, 
London, June 8, 1968, he spent lect the names? What were the u er the name of Sneyd. . e a · d l;tay had been on the · _-
an estimated $10,000. odds that he could randomly se- ! bureau of vital statistics ' in _fer cross-examination. , - · '.; 

Fake Police Report 
lect such names and then find · · · -- · · 

He· had traveled to Toronto, 
Montreal, Atlanta, Birming­
ham, New Orleans; Puerto Val-

sufficient information to use 
them, as he did in seeking 
passports and other ,official doc-
uments in the names of Bridg-

larta in Mexico, Los Angeles, man and Sneyd? 
Memphis, Portugal, and Lon- · 
don. He reportedly robbed a· · Two Unexplained Events 
Montreal house of prostitution I While in Birmingham before 
of $800 and a London bank of the assassination, Ray bought 

. abo~t $400. _ . a white Mustang for $1,995 cash. 
! Mm?tes after _Dr• Kmg '":as Later when he was in Los An-
shi in Memphis, one police ' 
ra o channel was occu,. d . geles on F~b. 28-29, 1968, the 

'wi ~ils _of a fake pur ·t Al~bama highway patrol re­
: of white Mustang, which p- I ce1ved a telephone request for 
pa ently concentrated po e a duplica~e license for "Galt,'' 
attention away from the more as Ray "lJ!S known. It was sent 
logical and immediate routes to a Birmingham rooming house 
of flight to adjoining Arkansas on March 1, with a re·quest for 
or Mississippi. There has been 25 cents fee. The quarter was 
no public explanation of the received f>y the highway de­
coincidence that the white partment on March 6. Who 
Mustang of the hoax was the· , placed the call? Who sent the 
same kind of car Ray used. 

1

1 quarter? 
Dr. King h a d previously I In an Atlanta :ooming house 

stayed in the white operated before the sl~ymg, Ray h d 
• 1 ~arted, leavmg a map wh h 

, ~vermont hote , but be moved · e his finger prints and d 
, mto the Negro-operated Lor- f 1 . 

1
-d . . 

! raine motel on April 4, 1968, h P aces circ e on. it: K1 ~s 
tlday he was slain. How fd e, the be~d9uarters. of !e. 

. . Southern. _Cbr~sban Leadership 
: R- know for certam that Ki g confer~nce, _ Ki~g's_ c_ hurch, and·_, 
h a room on a balcony - a proJect bousmg area . where 
p . ed ~ a number or positio the white Mttstaa,.~w$s abari- ~ 
across a street? · doned after the -- sljl.y-i!ig. , -Did · 
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· ind ConsplratOrs 
.'',. 

inlJ Widow Plea s 
Atlanta, March 10 (lPl,-Mrs. iterated · their stand that the ' 

death penalty for Ray would · 
be contrary to the _moral and 
religious convictions of King. , 

Martin Luther King Jr. said 
today that Jam,es Earl Ray's 
plea of guilty in the slaying of 
her husband "cannot be al­
lowed to close the case, to end 
the search for the many fingers LEADERS AMAZED 
which helped pull the trigger." Chicago civil rights leaders 
· In Washington, a spokesman yesterday expressed amaze-. 

for the department of justice · . 1 

said the investigation into the ment over James Earl Ray's 1 

original allegations of a con- · confession to the murder of 
spiracy is still op~n. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Emotional Relief for Family "I had hoped fervently that · 
Mrs. King said, however, that it would come out in the trial 

for her family, "there is a I i: 
sen) of emotional relief" in whet~er he [Ray] had done .i t 
the entencing · of Ray. on hlS own or whether th~ e . 

" or the moment, we have was a conspiracy," Edwin ·. . 
be spared a trial which Berry, Chicago Urban league ' 
wo d compel us to relive the executive director, said. "I feel ' 
fearfully tragic events of his that if there were any possibH­
death,'' she said in a statement. ity of the court uncovering any 
"But we realize that this is but other conspirators, then it is a 
a respite." · dereliction of duty not to do 

Mrs. King said that "all con- so." · 
cerned people must press the "It would appear that a lot 
state of Tennessee and the of people did not w;mt him in 
United States government to circulation,'' Edward McClel­
continue · until all who are re- Ian, Chicago director of the 
sponsible for this crime have National Association for the 
been apprehended." Advancement of Colored Peo-

"Not until then," she said, pie, said. He was commenting 
"can the conscience of the na- on a statement 'by Ray that he 
tion rest." did not agree with the theory 

Convinced of Plot that there was no evidence of a 
Earlier, the Rev. Ralph Da- conspiracy. to assassinate Ki:t;1g. 

vid Abernathy, who succeeded The Rev. Jesse Jackson, di­
King as head of the Southern rector of ,Operation , Bread­
Christian Leadership confer- basket, said be was "disturbed'~ 

e, said that Ray's admission :and "a bit shaken" by Rl's' 
guilt strengthened his belief sentencing to 99 years in ! 
t there was a conspiracy in prison. "I saw America t . y I 
g's sla:S,ing. exchange a $2 white boy f a 

.. bernathy and Mrs. King re- billion dollar black man.",· 
- -- --~-------- - .. _ 

CHICAGO rrFtIBUNE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

EDITION: 3 STAR FINAL 

DATE: 
J- //- &? 
/ 

/ 
/-1 1 I 

PAGE: COL: ~SEC: 

EDITOR: CLAYTON KIRKPATRICK 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

-fpubious U.S. Ag~n~ 
Probing· King 'Plot' 

BY JOHN HERBERS investigation· will continue, fed-
tA NEW YORK TIMES SPECl"AL] eral officials ~do not have 

WASHINGTON - The justice evidence to show that Ray was 
department said it is continuing hired to kill King or that he 
its investigation into a possible plotted the assassination with 
conspiracy in the assassination anyone. 
of the Rev. Martin Luther King To the co :n tr a r y, some 
Jr. Even so, high officials close sources say, there is reason to 
to the case believe J runes Earl believe Ray characteristically 
Ray acted alone and there was acted alone. Nor is• there 

skepticism · about the court 
no conspiracy· procedures that were followed 

After Ray pleaded guilty to a in Memphis in which Ray's 
state charge of murder in guilty plea and the sentence 
Memphis yesterday and was were arranged in advance. The 
sentenced to 99 years in prison, justice department was notified 
the justice department said in advance to what was taking 
thru a spokesman: place. 

"The investigation into Lhe "We never gave up loo~ng 
~.[. onspiracy allegation is still for a conspiracy," said I ne 
i pen." official source, "but we did1 not 
! It was learned thru other find any evidence." ·1 

;.,ources, however, that altho the . [Copyrioht 1969, New York Times¥ 

• 
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~1EMPHIS (UPI)-James Earl Ray plead!d guilty to the murder of -ol. 
-~~tin Luther King Jr. in return for his lifJlMonday, but he indicated-It 
was not alone in the slaying of the ~iy-il rights leader. 

After an hour and 55 minutes of testimony a { vq~ved in Dr. King's killing. -So did Foreman 
jury of 12 men, by prearrangement, convicted a~ prosecutor Phil M. Canale in Mond!s 
Ray and sentenced him,,to 99 years in prison. ' 1 ~You don't agree with whose theorie 1

,,." 

B t R h. lf d h . ; asked Battle. u ay 1mse announce e disagreed , 
with the theory that there was no conspiracy "Mr., Canale:s, Mr. Clark's, an_d J. ~d '. r 
to kill Dr. King. Judge w. Preston Battle Hoovers the?r1es about the conspiracy, said 

• 

\ rned that any conspirators could never .. rest Ray. He said no I:1ore, and was asked no 
ej y, and the Justice Department tooktir- more, about a conspiracy. CHICAGO SUN TIMES 
tJ lly its first ·notice of theories that/ Dr. Eligible For Parole At 71 

. . g's assassination last April 4 was a; on- Ray ce~ebrated_ ~is 41st birthday Monday CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
sp~~cy. ~ and he will be ehgible for parole when he is ~ ~ 6 

'1 he investigation into the original alle a- : 71. An isolated maximum security cell was DA TE : ~ -/J - n 7· 
tioti of a conspiracy is still open," sai~ a ready for him at state prison in Nashville, 200 
spo~sman in Washington. : m1~s away. . / 

Immediate Trial ' e question of a conspiracy virtually o I r"'. PAGE: 
Ray changed his plea to guilty in return for s~~ ·. owed Ray's conviction. · \

1 

. 

the 99-year sentence and went on trial at here ha~e been rumo~s. that Ja1:11es E II_ I FOUR STAR FINAL 

COL3 

April 7 trial. His attorney, Texas trial lawyer--_; t_her_Kmg_,_.said ~~~~ale. __ '!_~-- have .ino: EDITOR: JAMES E. HOGE, JR. 
Percy Foreman, evidently feared Ray might idence that .any conspiracy was involve ·' 
be sentenced to death - even though no one FOREMAN SAID THAT "it took me OFF ICE . 11/' 
has · been executed in Tennessee in seven month to convince myself of this fact wh t Ll- L l I { [ ' ( ,,.. '1 L-1 
years-:- if he maintained his innocence. the attorney general of the_United Stat~s a d. ~---.\- .. ., .:, . "~-----·?.:?~

1 
Ray stood up in court to say that "I can't J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI said last year, , --~ ' ~:) i 

a~e with.Mr. Clark." that there was not a conspiracy." , . . , . ·, ~· . ~ ... ' 
. ''dge. Battle, taken aback, asked. "Mr. tut Canale said, "If at any time _ther1

1
-~.1s ~·-·"· •--• ... ___ 

1
. --~' · · 

wh ,, " l e , dence that such a conspiracy is irivol d~ , , 
_" .amsay Clark," the former at rney w will take prompt action." . ·_ · : ,J _'_.~ .··:-. -.:: ~ _ ·/· c' 

general, explained Foreman. Clark ha said 'It has not been established at this .r e: ___ _ 
s~yeral tilnes that no one but Ray wa:5·:Ul• !_hat there was_ anl_ C<>nspi:racy," sai4': thei -~"~-~---===--------1.::~~--

---
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ju ge before turning the case over to the jury. 
· This is not conclusive evidence t~there 

w s no conspiracy. If there was a con Iracy, 
n ember of such a conspiracy can e · r live 

i' in ace or lie down to pleasant drea .s he­
/ cause there is no statute of limitations in 
capital cases in this state." 

Then, quoting from Hamlet, Judge Battle 
intoned: · 

" 'For murder, though it hath no tongue, 
will speak with most miraculous organ.' " 

The Justice Department said it was still 
working on the original warrant in the case 
charging Eric Starvo Galt and a man "whom 
he alleged to be his brother" conspired to kill. 
King. Galt turned out to be Ray and the "bro­
ther" - Ray has two - quickly faded from 
the investigation. 

1 

Since then there has been no official men- i 
tion of the possibility that more than one man 
was invloved in the slaying. 

. For an, who prides himself in ha ng lost 
· only e client to the electric chair, aid: "I 

never expected . . . when .I entered t · s case 

s; ~,
th
:~c::~:~:::~- i~tlie Mole," ;~ ncies 

hi elf an escape artist. He broke t ut of 
Missouri state prison before he kille Dr. 
iKing, and a detainer from Missouri awaits 
1him · if he manages to serve his Tennessee 
!time. 

Ray, wearing the blue checked suit he has 
;worn for almost every appearance since his 
iarrest in London last June 8, appeared in the 
!heavily guarded courtroom at 9: 45 a.m. 

Foreman announced he was changing the 
plea to guilty in return for a 99-year sentence. 

"Is this what you want to do?" Battle asked 
Ray. 

"Yes,' I do/' Ray replied. 
Ray formally waived all right to appeal or 

any other legal maneuvers. But Battle said at · 
a press conference later that this was a 
technical matter and Ray still had every right 
he would have had if the conviction had been 
a normal one. 

At 9: 50 a jury-which had been hearing 
cases for two weeks-was brought into the 

I 
courtroom. 

"I have recommended a sentence of 99 
, years in the state penitentiary in Nashville," 
1 Canale told the jurors, two of whom are . 
Nioes. "We'll put on iome proof fojyour .· 
co ideration. Can each of you accep that 1 

se ence?" ' 
nere were murmurs of assent. 

A_t_I0:17, after Ray made his remarks ab~u! 

• 

·col. piracy theories, the jury was sworn in. It 
too I five witnesses an hour and 55 minutlto 
est I lish a case against him. . · 

,,, jury convicted Ray by a show of h ds 
in the jury box and passed sentence wit I ut 

aving the courtroom. 
~.:f}Jf::.-•· . . 

• 

Dr. artin Luther King Jr; was 
es Earl Ray said he disagreed with \\ e rifle bullet April 4, 1968. 

theory that there was no conspiracy.'' 
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Kin adinjtlCd kille~ 
voices hint of conspirac 

Sft . f Writer l . e very least, "Why was ' ay I g after only 12½ years. · 
MEMPHIS - was James : ~mitted . to •.cop a plea'. of "l Foreman told reporters t t 

. . g ilty - an~ go to p[son when he entered the case I t 
Earl Ray mv~lved m a ,com- wi out the trial all had ex- November, after Ray fired 
plex _plot to kill ~e Rev. Dr. IP .Jted would reveal a on- Birmingham attorney Arthur 
Martm Luther Kmg J:.? Or 1spiracy?" , Hanes Sr.: 
was he a I_one gunman, 1mpell- The bulldog-visaged Judge. ,, . 
ed by ra~1~m to_ cut down the Battle probably g r a z e d the . From the very first day J 
famed - c1vil rights leader? bull's-eye when he said, "The i talked to him, I never hoped to CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 

Only the pallid, onetime fact was recognized soon after • do anything except save bis 
·r~rmboy from Quincy,;- Ill., this tragic murder took place, life." -

_ \ ew for s~re -~es~ay ~1s he _j that_ there was no pos~ible con- \ .. Like everybody e 1 se , , , · 
he\ ded for a 99-year term in clu~mn to the case,;which would Foreman added, he at ti rs t . DA TE : 
th~ T~nnessee State Prison· at satisfy everybody. . 1· lieved "all this crap (alut, 
Nashvllle. Rady pleadehd g

1
ml_ty herde 1

1 

nsipracy) was true," ut ! PAGE: / 
Defense attorney Pe r c y , . on ay to t e s aymg, an I on found he could .;e y · 

Foreman said Ray acted alone. : \ attle assessed the 99- , ear · ne of it. 
ate prosecutors and

1 

erm after a perfunctory hi ar-, . · " . EDITION: BLUE STREAK 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

-5'7 _//-? 1 

COL: !J 

··- . -~--.----~1· -. two of them Negro. 1

., 1 30 minutes" after Shelby Coun- EDITOR ROY M FIS-r_IER . p ston Battle said there J no 1 . ·1 ! ty public defender Hugh M. : .. 1. r 
e ence of a conspit cy. Tennessee aw permits gm_ ty ! . • . 

• - •• 

1 

pleas in murder cases, unlike : Stanton Sr. was appomted co-
But, the question rem ed, 1 111. • b t th t t . : counsel in December Stanton CHICAGO OFFICE 

taunting the nation mms, u e s a e is re-
1 

• ' . . • 

. b · quired 'to present its evidence I started talking about- a guilty And· 1t ecame more tor- . . . i 1 , • • ·1:
1 

to a Jury, which then confirms: Pea. : 

i ntmg. when Ray, 111 court, d' t d t / · "I authorized him to explore · 
,;1 tee d "I d 't , ,, ver 1c an sen ence. . , _ 

vll un . re , -~_on ;' agree__ . 1 it, and. he told me two or three · 
: e _theo~ that th~ e was m. E PLEA and 99-year term1· weeks later that h. e thought_ it 
k's spiracy. · - _wt· agreed to last week by could be done and I start to : 

303· ORTERS of the lobel • Fo eman and state AtttGen. e!ore it," Foreman· , id., 
~ 'nning King said, the Ph . M. Cana!e ~fter_ we ks, ofl i.· oreman -said··. he'd. lso: 

. ts leader was th vie- del ate negotiations. . .

1

. di ussed the . si~at-~on · . ith ! 
- r,acist plot con oned Ray ~~st . ~etve 33 , ars -R , pointing out the bkeI ood 

before he s ehg1ble for a parole 1 .of a severe sentence 1f. he were : 
.. -- . ·--' ' ~·-·---'-.: __ ·_•~- ~ -~·. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

ct1.nvicted. on the conspiracy thing. Ijon:t 
I inally, Ray, in a Ii• ter, wai·· to add something o to _it 

a · 1 horized him to seek a · eal, whi I haven't agreed o m 
I Foreman said, and he se I the i the . ast." 

wheels in motion. Canale -said : B I tie very carefully a s k e d 

; he walfirst ijpproachel on I Ria key qu. e. stion, vital to the. 
; Feb. 21 pl : ~ 

. " e you pleading guilt :
1 

to 
THO H RAY a~par tly mur I er in the· first degr in 

had ag ed to forgo a full-s ale this case because you i led 
ti-' 1, Foreman concedelhere Dr. Martin Luther King under 

. wire "difficulties" right the such circumtances that ~uld 
e , . He was concerne that , m a k e you legally gmlt of 

• 0 . of the parties migh back : murder?" 

out. . 1 Replied Ray: "Yes, sir. 
Throughout his tenure. as · Make me guilty on that." 

Ray's I~wyer, the bear-sized 1 • 

Texan said, he never discussed FOREMAN LATER to l_d 
the slaying directly. "I never I reporters that Ray had said 

• 

tlhis defendant was a ,,i::,f:fo:;• 
b~r of a conspiracy,' no ;iii}t·· 
:her of such conspirai I fl 

can ever live in peaice r :tJ 
security or lie down to pleasa '

1 

t ::f 
dreams.'' ' 

At least, not as long as Ray · 
lives. 

Canale later stressed, that 
"every effort" had lbeen !bent ..... 

~~!~:::::: ii 
~hat King was the victim of a 
conspiracy . . . we have none," 
Canale siaid. 

asked Ray that question,'' he I th~t only ~o ke~p _the co~- ASKED FOR 3: motive if 
said when asked if Ray had I sp1racy notion ahve, . that it Riay iwere a lone killer, Canale 
told him he had pulled the trig- meant money to him for replied: "I think mce had a lot 

tories he could sell ' to do witll it. He was a racist.'' · Jaines Earl Ray , 
ger. .is,, "He's got . a goddam jold. ,,.;"We're satisfied he. had~, uf- Was he a lone gunman. 

"I STILL THINK it was a , r ine in stories. He didn't ant fliie11t means of income to d 
conspiracy," said Ra Y's ·I t kHl the golden goose," the tl life he was leading wit out 
brother, Jerry Ray, after Mon-

1 

avel-voiced attorney sai •. o~ing paid to kill King,' he 
, day's hearil)g. In a two-hour presentatl?n a aed. He did not elaborate. 

Asked why his b rot he r after the jury was sworn m, ANOTHER reason he soog!ht 
agreed to the plea, he replied, Canale's lieutenants offered a a guilty plea, said Foreman, I "They were gonna burn him." , stroong chain of evidence link· w!J.o claims he's Jost nnly one 1 

Foreman s a id it took him : ing Ray to the slaying. client to the executioner in 
"about 30 days" to reach the · King was felled April 4 by a 1,000 murder oases, is tlhat lhe 
conclusion long held by Canale single bullet as he stood on the fears a resurgence of capital 
and his prosecutors that Ra balcony of the Lorraine Motel. 

1 

pun!i1shment. · . 

was a lone killE?. . . The shot was believed ,·, ed i Despite the long tren~ away i 
He added m _his opemng I from a second-floor_ bath: m: from it--no executions m Ten­

statement to the Jury that, _as wifi~ow or a roommg h I se i n. essee since 1960--Forem. an 
long ago as last July, FBI chief ow looking the motel. . 1 I said he saw the pen1um 
~- Edgar Hoover and former -i. puty Atty.. Gen .. James. i·. bout to swing in the l; her 
\J.S. A!ty. Gen. Ram~ey Clark B • ley told how tlml. · state j :j

1 

irection. 
had 1,a1d the same thmg - no - · --- . thi b th- 1 ,1 "You're going to see ore 
conspi~cy. co d place Ray m ·"'1 r:ed : ectrocutions in the next yep.r 

But Foreman had barely sat . ro i. V:hen the sho\ w, 1 d than in the past 10," !he 
down in Battle's postage- , of fmdmg the fata n e an . ·ct . 
stamp-size courtroom when numerous belongings tr~ced . to r~~1 • 

Ray himself raised ~he first R~y _in a package outside the t 
murmur of doubts agam, when bul'ldmg. 

he asked Battle for permis- AS IF anticilpating an outcry, 
sion to speak. Biattle said after sentencing 

WHILE 40 newsmen a n d Ray that tlhe prosecution "at 
two dozen spectators, including · time" lacks enough , 
Ray' brothers John and Jerry, denc~ f? make any con-

Ray · said in a barely · dible 
I t he added signlfl tly: I 

voi : "This is not conelu Ive 
"I don't exactly ace t the evidence that there w • 

theorieu of Mr. Clark. I mean conspiracy. 
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me·for99y 

Ill Jli "" ,;:: 

This l the maximum security _cell at the Tennesi State 
P_riso at Nashville that will be occupied by J a · s Earl 
Ray o was sentenced to 99 years in prison Mond · after 
his'·c viction for the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther Ing Jr. 
(UPI) 

• 
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5 I f . layer ",oT Kin 

Was a Loserm• 

Right from Start 
BY HARRY STATHOS 

A NEVV YORK DAILY NEWS SPECIAL 

JAMES EARL RAY was a born loser. In some ways he 
couldn't help himself. He came from a rootless, impoverished 
family of losers who made few friends. 

Ray was born March 10, 1928, in Alton, Ill. His father, 
Jan1es, was a drifter at 25. His mother was Lucille Maher, 
whdl came from a devout Irish Catholic family. She was only 
17 hen she married. 

he Rays were a depression family, like so many qf the 
- thousands of poor rural families that drug-

gled for survival during the lean years of the 
1930s. 

Alton is a blue-collar city of about 47,000 
in the industrialized area that spreads out on 
both sides of the Mississippi. The city was 
the site of the last Lincoln-Douglas debate. 

It is also the place where Elijah P. Lovejoy, the crusading 
publisher, was killed in 1837 by a mob incensed by his out-
spoken stand for the abolition of slavery. 

About two years after Ray was born, the family moved 
to Quincy, about 115 miles north. But by the time James 
started school in 1935, they were living in Ewing, about 30 
miles away, on the other side of the river in Missouri. 

EWING FOLKS knew then as the Rayns family. Mrs. 
Rayns was described as a tired, hard-working housewife who 
did the best she could. But James, atlho he was an apt pupil, 
was regarded as a menace to the Ewing community. 

James dropped out of high school and joined the army in 
1946. He was stationed in Germany most of his tour and 
dir:thed to private first-class. He served a term at hard labor 
for drunkenness and resisting arrest and was ultimatelyflgiven 
a general discharge in 1948 because of "ineptness and lck of 
adi.ptabffity to military service." 

Ray promptly embarked on a career of lawbreakii!g. He 
was known as a gutsy crook who could be as elusive as an eel 
when he was cornered. 

BUT RAY was also known as a "penny ante" criminal. His 
most profitable known caper, grossing $2,200, was bungled 
when the escape car crashed. His specialty was botching his 
getaway. His toughest conviction was for the $11 stickup of a 
Chicago cab driver in 1952. 

In 1954, he hooked up with a man he had known since the 
early p405, Walter Rife. Driving thru 38 states, the pair cashed 
forge( money orders in many of them. 

"jtay was a mean, nasty fighter," Rife once said, "He 
fought to win, no matter what it took—a club, knife or 4un. I 
never saw him lose a fight." 

rjp THREE TI1 diihiitay atthi MisiiiSt1 
enitentiary, where he was serving 20 years for armd 

iJobbery, Ray tried to escape. The fourth time, in April 1967, ie 
cceeded by hiding under loaves of bread and getting away in 

a delivery truck. 
At that point, James Earl Ray faded into oblivion. A few 

months later, alias Eric Starvo Gait, he emerged from, 
nowhere. And an ex-con who was a loner suddenly emerged al a 
mrn who had learned how to dance, became an avid ballroi m 
fa i and graduated from bar-tending school. 

Ray became a national figure when he pulled the trigger of 
a 0.06 rifle and saddened millions thruout the world by 
assasesinating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
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. ,~:;uMEJ~fd to_ 
;cHiCAGb~s AME~l~AN \-,1ra :s_eMcesJ: ;i· phis the. justice dt.: art- I 
• NASHVI~LE ~ Jat:nes Eari m' t said thru a spoke an: 

'Ray, admitted . a~sassm. of pr. '. h investigation in i I.he 
Martin Luther Kmg Jr., today . e . . . 
was transferred from Memphis conspiracy allegation 1s attll 

·. to · the state penitentiary here. open.'' 
. Ray, sentenced. t(!: . 9.9, .r,~ars I It . was learned thru other 
in pr~n, was driv~n' the -.~'8- sources, however, that aitho the 
~lef from· the_ She~y · c9,unty. investigation· will continue, fed­
Jail m MemphIS. · · ,:· · :· · · eral officials do not have 

As Ray passed thru a lil)e evidence to show that Ray was 

m
re.porters. and photog._rap·h. ers_ hired to kill_ King_ or. that _he 
the lobb. y o. f the Pr,., , ,. he. plotted the assassmabon with 

a em~ted to hi4e _ his f~l e be- anyone. . · _ 
· h d his. handcuffed lian<1 s. He To the c o n t r a r y., some 
.made · no · comment. . ~ · :.. . . sources say, there is reason to 

He will be kept · in maXllllu~- believe Ray characteristically 
security for a month. to six acted alone. Nor is there skep­
weeks . until his classification ticism a,bout the court proce­
is completed; .. , . . ... , · -.. , . dures. that were followed in ; 
· After this _ pe~iod'i~ ~arden · Memphis in which Ray's guilty! 
Lake Ru_sse}1: sa1d, · •· ~e ll ~,be plea and the sentence w~re 
treate~. like every_one" cel$e. , arranged in, advance .. T?~ Ju_s-

Ra_y~. ·_41. ·y.ea· ... r .·s. Jll. d.· ye.·s. t.·e. r._d(lY, 
1

.tic. e -d~partment was no.µf1i.·1 m will not be eligible to . seek advance to what was t . ing 
-p ole for. ·,30 ye~~~~ ~der pla· . · · - · . . j • 
•· nnessee- law.- · ~ · : "! e never gave up -lo· mg 

s t alone. lil a cell a · ttle fin any evidence.'' · · 1 fa er than most---about by 
lo... eet. The only furnis gs 
-~e· a bed, chair, wash ?asin, 
and toilet. 

It will be "kind of a quar-: , 
antine. until we get all the d~ta 
ii:t -his. records·. and det~rmme 
under what type security he 
should be held · and whe!e he 
should work," Russell said. • 

In Memphis he ~as kept : 
under constant surv:e~llanc_e by ! 
closed-circuit telev1s1on Ill a i 
continuously-lit. cell. ~ . : 

In:Wasbington, the Jusb~e ~e- 1 

partinent said . it is contm~g • 
its ipvestig~tion into a p~ss1~le 
conspiracy m the assass~nation 
of D . King. Even so, hlg,of-

·fi·ct· c.·lose to.· the case be . ve I Ra acted alone and there as , 
no onspir3:cy. . . I 

er Ray was sentenced· m 1 

• 
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NASHVILLE:.....James · Earl Ray 
I~. to' ~TP.bnessee S~ate. pli~on~ 

• 

: . ·. : -r. ·,·:··~· 

:\:::-

[AP Wlrephoto] 

ducks b~ad in•. effort to . avoid photographers · as he 
State patrol' officer is in rear. ' 

- -- ---- --- ----·~~--~------

• 
' 
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rystery remains 

Was Way a par
1 ii 

of pl t on~ ~inx? 
\.th: t there was no possiblet· con- a·~ rief trial before he was se. n- Birmingham attorney Arthur 

. By Jerry Lipson 
Staff Writer 

•cl: sion to the case which, ould t~ ced by the jury of 12 mel2 HJes Sr.: · 

t 
I _:1 ennessee law permits guj ty 

I 

rom the very first ay I 
satisfy everybody." ·• o:t;them Negroes. Ii . k 

MEMPHIS - Was James !HE JUSTIC~ _D~part~en I pleas in murder cases, un11
1 

e ta 
I 
ed to him, I nev.er h ed to 

Earl Ray involved in a com- s~id the FBI ~t~l! 1s mvestiga- Illinois,' but the state is l-e- d anything except sa his 
plex _plot to kill 1?e Rev. Dr.• t10? the possibihty of a con- quired to present its evidence life." -
Martm Luther Kmg J~.? Or spiracr . " to a jury, which then confirms: "Like everybody else,". 
was he a lone gunman~ impell- ~ay s _broth~r, Jerry, said 1 verdict and sentence. · Foreman aaded, he at first 
ed _by racism to cut down the sti!l thmk It was a con- believed "all this talk (about 
famed civil rights leader? spiracy." . THE PLEA and 99-year term ' conspiracy) was true," but 

No one knew for sure, except Asked why his _b r o_ the r was agreed to last week by . soon found he could verify 
the pallid onetime farmboy agreed t?. plead gmlty, Je~ry Foreman an~ Shelby County none of it. 
from Quincy _ and anyone Ray repbed: i Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale after 
with whom he may have con- . "T~ y were gonna m weeks of delicate negotiations. FOREMAN said that "within 
spired; him., . . Ray must serve 33 years 30 minutes" after Shelby Coun-

. Du mg Monday's dr tic b f h , 1· ·b1 f 1 ty public defender Hug·h M Ray Tuesday began servmg . . ·.. \ e ore e s e 1g1 e or a paro e . . . · 
a 99 year term in an isolated . hea g m -thJe Memphis"· our- hearing. Under a life sentence, ·s.~.tanton ~r. was appointed~. co_-

- ' troo , when ames Ray i eact- · · counsel m Decembe_r, Sta on , ·· · · • t e . 1 Y an agree to. 1 
- in I after only 12½ years i:i larted talking about a g . lty 1 nnessee State Pris at year· prison term, he tol the 1 • 

2 • i 1 
, ~fashville. . · court: 

1 

oreman told reporters f/hat ea. 
~ Defense attorney p r c y " , , w n he entered the case , ast "I authorized him to explore · 

F 
·ct R t d I don t exactly accept the November, after. Ray ired , and he told me two or three 

o
5
remt an sai ay ate e oned. theories of Mr. Clark (former · · 
.t8:e prosecu ors an U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey 

Crimmal Court. Judge. W. Clark). I mean on the con-
P~eston Battle said there. 1s no spiracy thing. 1 don't want to 
evidence of a. conspi~acy. add something onto it which I 

But~ the ques~ion remained, haven't agreed to in the past.· 
tauntmg the nat10n. -

And it became more tor- F_OREMAN later told The , 
menting when Ray, in court, Daily News that Ray had said i 
volunteered, "I don't agree" that only to keep the con- , 
with the theory that there was spiracy notion alive in ord~r to i 
no conspiracy." make money selling stories. / 

I 

SUPPORTERS of the Nobel "He~s got a gold mine in i 
Prize-winning King said the stories. He didn't want to kill ; 
civil rights leader was the vie- th~ golden goose,': the gravel- ' 
tiin of a racist plot condoned vmced attorney said. 1 

by: white society. I "From the very first day I : 
Otl;lers demanded to know, at talked to him. I never hoped to i 

the very least, "Why was Ray do anything except to save his I 
permitted to 'cop a plea' of life," Foreman said. _ 
~ilty - and_ go to prison "Like everyone else, he i 
without the trial all had ex- (Ray) at first believed all this· 
pe~ted ~ould reveal a con- talk (about conspiracy) was l 

sprrafl?Y, _ J· true,tbut soon · found 01 he I 
The. , bulldog-visaged i Judge could erify none of it, t ·at- i 

Battle I bably g r a z d the torne said. . 
bull' e when . he sai , "The Aft r Ray pleaded guilty he · 
fact was _recogruzed soon after underwent the formality of 
this tragic murder took place - ·- · 
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Ray, pointing out the likelihood "If this defendant as a _. ... ,, .. ,,,,,;_,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,❖ 
of a death sentence if he were i member of a conspirac~, no :;:;t@:/:i:/M~f" 
convicted. : member of such conspiracy I :ttIM!IP; 

Finally, Ray, in a letter, can ~ver ~ive in pease or i. :,,,r:,:,::r···· 

authorized him to seek a deal, secur1ty,?r he down to pleasant. 
Foreman said, and he set the dreams. 
·wheels in motion. Canale said At least, not as long as Ray 
·.he was first approached on lives. 
•Feb. 21. · 1: Canale later stressed that· 

:~ A j! "every effort" had been bent 
•<THOUGH RAY apparently j to track down a conspiracy, 
Jlad agreed to forgo a full-scale 1

1 

with staff mem!bers traveling 
trial, Foreman conceded there thousands of miles domestical-
were "difficulties" right to the / ly and abroad. . 
end. He was concerned that I "As far as having any proof 
one of the parties might back that King was the victim of a 
out. conspiracy ... we have none," 

Tiughout his tenwl as .. Canale said. 
Ray' lawyer, the bear sized ! ASKED FOR a motive if 
Texa s~id, h: never ~!sc ssed Ray were a Ione killer, Canale 

th~ .. slaying directly· ·l ~;ver repli[: "I think race ha~a lot 
asJ ed Ray that questu n, he to dd with it. He was a r ist." 

saii , when asked if R, y had "\\i 're satisfied he ha suf- · 
tol , him he had pulled t ' trig- ficie~ means of income t lead 
ger • the I e he was leading without 

Foreman said in his opening being paid to kill King," he 
statement to the jury that, as added. He did not elaborate. 

• 

. •· I 

long ago as last July, FBI chief 
J. Edgar Hoover and former 
U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark 
had said the same thing ~ no 
conspiracy. 

J a' es Earl Ray tries to hide 'his fae.~:'front; 
Tuesday as he is led to a. maximum· secmri,fy; . · 

In a two-hour presentation 
after the jury was sworn in, 
Canale's lieutenants offered a 
strong chain of evidence link-
ing Ray to the slaying. 

King was felled April 4 by a 
single bullet as he stood on the 
balcony of th~ Lorraine Motel. 
The shot was believed fired 
from a second-floor bathoom 
window of a rooming house 
overlooking the motel. 

Deputy Atty. Gen. James 
Beasley told how the state 
could place Ray in the bath­
room when the shot was fired, 
of finding the fatal rifle and 
numerous belongings traced to 

r Ray in a package outside the 

j buildE·ng. • 
1 A~/ F anticipating an outiy, 
I Batt said after senten ng 
l Ray· t the prosecution , 'at 

I
. this time» lacks e n o u g h 
evidence to make any con-

see State Prison at Nashville. (AP) ·. · · · 
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· Killer's actions and travels. · . . . · , 

· .. Questions-unanswered ill 

~lay ca,se . 
1]· v Associated J:>ress . ·I nlj'jiber of positions acro![s a I !' adership Confer~nce, 111 ipf s ~cided on a more po.wer. ful. I 

James Earl Ray's ple~ · of st1 eet? : ~--. urch and a proJect h' u~ing eapon? The ~243 would 1ve 
g

1 

ilty to the ~urder of~ Dr. . -~ ow did Ray pick the rijom- , a\ ea where the white M '~
1 
tang en just as deadly, say so , e 

Martin Luther Kmg Jr. put the in house on Main St. and how: w 1s abandoned_ after the sj~Y- unters. , 
lid on a court trial that might ! did he know that t11e best van- I ing. Did Ray figure out the m-
have aired puzzling questions tage point would be from the formation on his own, or were AFTER THE slaying, Ray 
about his escape from prison, hallway bathroom, from which others involved? obtained a passport in· TorontO' 
his motive in killing King and the fatal shot was~ fired? He i Before the slaying, Ray went under the name of Sneyd. The 
his flight from justice.. . had been offered a kitchenette I to the Aero Marine Supply Co., bureau of vital statistics in 

His imprisonment without in another part ?f th e near the Birmingham airport, . Toronto has no record of send­
the searching inquiry of a trial establishment, but- this . would where he first bought a .243 inn a duplicate "Sneyd" birth 
leaves these key questions [ have looked out to ~am ?·, . Remington rifle.. He returned ce~-ificate to hl. m. One as ' 
unanswered: away from the Lorraine site .. the next~ day, to get_ a more se ,t to Ray, as , , P~u 

1 
How did he pay his way? OF · RAY'S aliases, three ·1 · 

1 0 we r r u 1 Rem 1 n gt on BrJ#gman," but it was ret rn-
From the time of his e . ape were of men living in the, amem~ster. Wh~ woul ( he ea, unreceived. Without ny 
tjnt!ary at ... Jef~er~on 1 1ty, Ramon Sneyd and Eric Starvo I ange? Why would he . !ave 
A nl 23, 196,, until his ca ure Galt. Gait's actual middle 
i' London, June 8, 1968, he name is st. Vincent. 
spent an estimated $10,000. Did someone select the 

HE HAD traveled to Toron- names? What were the odds 
to, Montreal,' Atlanta, Birm- that he could randoml~ select 
ingham, New Orleans, Puerto such na~es and ~hen find suf­
Vallarta in Mexico, Los I ficient informa!wn_ to ~se 
Angeles, Memphis, Portugal ! them, as he did m see~1~1g 
and London. He reportedly ' passports a?d other official 
robbed a Montreal house of documents m the names of 
prostitution· of $800 and a Lon- Brid~ma~ an? S~eyd? 
d b k f b t $400 W ile m Birmingham b fore 

on an o a ou . . . - R b I ht 
Minutes after King was shot the ssassmatwn, ay g 

· M h. 1- d. a . ite Mustang for ,995 in emp 1s, one po ice ra 10 
channel was occupied with de- cash. ·. 

• • La Js when he was m ,, os talls of a fake purs~1t of a 
1 

' F b 
28

_29 1968 1 the I 
w)e Mustang, which ip- A~ge , s on_ 

0 
e : ' ' " _ ' 

pa ntly concentrated p ice I Alab~//na h10 hway patrol rec 1v 
tt t . n ay from the . re/ ed aJ}telephone request f ... a 

a n IO aw . d 1· 1· f "G It" 
log al and immediate J tes up icate icense or a as 

f lii ht to ad. oining Ark/ nsas Ray. wa~ known. It w~s sent to 
--~ , . g . . . J · a Birmingham roommg house 
or JV iss1~s1pp1. Ther~ has . eefl on March 1, with a request for . 
no_ 1>~bllc explanat10n o ~he : 25 cents fee. The quarter was [ 
comc1dence that the white \ received by the highway : 
Mustan~ of the hoax was the Ii department on March 6. Who ; 
same kmd of car Ray used. I placed the call? Who sent the 

KING HAD previously , quarter? 

stayed i~ the w h i t e - ! IN AN ATLANTA rooming 
opiated R1v~rmont Hotel, but Ii h9use before the slaying, Ray 
he moved mt~ the Negro- ha~departed, leaving a lap 
ope ted L.orrame Mote.I~•-. on.·, tha bore his finger prints nd 
Ap. 4, 1968,_ the day he : as , had four places circled on it: 
slam._ How di~ Ray know,, for / Kin 's home, the headquar rs 
certam that Kmg had a r m · of the Southern Christian • 
on a balcony exposed to_ a. - · · 

CH.l CACO DA I LY N£\1S 

CI! ICAGO, I l.,L Il\'.C'I I~; 

J lj~/ C: 
D1\TE. er /1 0 / 
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how was Ray able to get re 
pa~iport in the name of 
Smyd? 

G nee he went abroad and 'ar­
rived in Portugal, Ray was 
safe from American law since 
the United States has no ex­
tradition agreement with Por­
tugal involving capital cases. 
He went to London. Why? 

: The answers to these . key 

·t'·. uestions m.ight have emerged 
• f witnesses had been ~led 
c vidence had been pres ted 

·. d Ray had been on the d 
for cross-examination. · 

• • 
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,po·... ec1· C w· A.·.,·! s··: Ray is _doing his part in-keep,- inations of-Ray when he. was a 
I 

other was in-the tracing _of ,his. 
, · ·:_ ·_ 1 g . the_, :idea. o.f the ~roa~ pl~ , pr!soner_ for ~our _years · !he .. funds,. • spent ov~r a_ .• ·p~ri<>d_ 1_. of 

- . . hind the m~der ahve, ·_· aid _I Missouri pemtenbary, , rvmg, 11 . , onths durmg. w~1ch tb~ 
· • . one _observ~r .. It could be . hat i a 20-year sentence for , me9 : tra1 seemed to coinc1 ~· 0 too 

- . • ~i~ht ha:ve ¥en behmd the as a crimmal, these 1 'udies the avels of Dr. Kmg. · . 1 

. . . killing _ tha! lie alway!" cou!d showed; -· Made Repeated· Tri ;; ·-' .-· S.~'.,·. QU!,. in, }he'.: fut!lr . sai~ But most i!llportant, in- the ~~p~ate_dly ~ay made a~to 
_ · . all , er.; _ 'J!_e,. has msist, ·. . fro:rp currently national scene, was trips m his white Mustang :car ' Of KING DEATH the begmnm~ . that h_e' 'Yas a the analysis that the physi- from the Atlanta area where 

dup .. or unwi~tmg agen m the cians and doctors made of his he kept a, series of hideouts· in 
· affair~ and this h~~ps _ke~p ~hat character. Ray has no p~y- the years 1967-68 to th~- Los 

story m the news, said a th1!d· cb:otic quirks that suggest m- Angeles area. Also_ charts and 
Judge Battle consulted wit~ =anity. Instead, they said, he is maps of At)anta, found. in 011~ 

representatives of the Amen- a hard-core criminal with mo- of Ray's rooms, · had inked 
can Bar association iand with tivations that stem only from circles a r o u n d Dr. . King's 
~ederal attorneys bef?re accept- d~sire for financial rewards j home, and .around · th!)·· _he~~-

· Ray's Conf essio 
No Satisfaction mg Ray's plea of guilty. It was without real labor. . 9uarters of the Sout~ern Christ .. 

offered for the first time by J "G f H" ,, - 1an Le ad er sh 1 P_ confer-
. . un or ire i . h" h D K' .· hi d d Atty. Percy Foreman, Ray's . . ence, w 1c . · r. mg: °'ea e ... 

BY WAYNE THOMIS counsel, on Feb. 28, it was dis-, . n other ~ords Ray -is t a ther~. . ·. . 
(t_··r:tchicago Tribune Press se~-~iceJ : closed yesterday. Judge Battle k1 er, a bigot,. a r?bbe • or With reference to !unds, the i 
; ashville, March 11- James said in a statement at the close ef because of msamty, 1 . ent FBI once computed ·that R~Y: 

E rl Ray, confessed ~ sassin of the Memphis trial: :~ or developed. Inste~d he 1s ~ had_ spent almost. $~5;000 . ~for:. 
oij Dr. Martin Luther Ki! g Jr., "From the beginning it has \~old and calculating "gun 1· r eq~ment, ! ~ ave .1, log~,~. 
tonight is in an 8-by-10-foot de- been recognized -here that no i ire." · . an schools m whic~ h · -~n-
tention cell in the state peni- possible solu_ tion to the Ray .~ In the face of these probab i- ro _ -one for a da~lllg . ass_, 
tentiary here, beginning the 99. indictment for murder would ties - and no one in the c e th . 0ther a bartendU1_g_ cl st-
year compromise sentence im- , satisfy all ~roups. U was neces- , now. i~ . willing to ~ule out e ;ri~: t~e D~.a~g~~~~"~s~ 
posed at Memphis. yesterday. _ s~ry for this ~ourt to proc~ed, poss1bil1ty of conspiracr-there tion. . _· - . 

"Altho Ray's status is. estab-, wit~ consultations, along Imes nevertheless was not~mg that "We know nowi" Canale said 
lished _ by the quick trial in which scr~pulo?sly follow the w~s to be offered ?urmg Ray's yesterday .· "th~t' Ray was in.: 
which he pleaded guilty to first law and directiv. e~ of the Su- ~rial along these. lines, accor~- . v_ olved in ~at _least two hol_dup~-'­
degree murder in a deal for prem~ court and d1~tates,,of the mg to State Atty. Gen. Phil in Montreal, . Canada, and of a 
the l'less than death" punish- court_ s own_ c_onscience. . Canale,. o'!1. whose shoulders the batik; ill . England, after Dr.,, 
ment - there was no letup in This prediction by the~Judge responsibility lay. ! King's death. We think h' 
the national outcry for a full alrea~y has been born~ out _by In an interview after Ray's might have been involved fn a 
and complete disclosure of: edE}· or1al blasts . ~on. mmn~I s_e:ptencing, Canale said there stick_ up _of a small Illin .. ois bank_,: 
what is regarded here and: Tei ness_ee authorities -~ r not I. jere several .a~ ea s-----w~ere just ter he got out of 'e: 
abroad as a complex murder ~on. uc~mg . a full tri l and' absolute certambes were ck- Mis . 'uri penitentiary. .• 

. b ~gmg mto the open the' g." One of these relate to · " '!, o we know that he · d; 
conspiracy. deta1!s of what ~doub~;dly,

1 

motive for Ray'_s ac •, if; ace I ulated quite a sum w ~:-• 
Several Interpretations . constituted a conspiracy. . t ere were no conspiracy. he ) --- 10 u - --~- -~---- --- ---- ~ 

Authorities have done little But gathering of solid legal --- . _ ,.. / , _ / # r 
to discourage this belief, and evidence of such plots and con- CH IC A GO TR I BUN E ,_::,_; 

1
r £ ,t::1.f-. 'fo;J 

Ray, in court yesterday, jump- sortiums is another matter. · ._ , 
ed to his feet at' one point to Shelby county and federal at- ,, CH I CA GO .. I LL I NO I S 
i orm Judge W. Preston Bat- I torneys, who assisted them in , 
tl that he "disagreed"~~ith I gathering and preparing the · 
st tements made by flmer I case against Ray, told Judge• 
U "ted States Atty. Gen. am- Battle before trial, and repeat- i 
se . cf)ark and J. Edga_,ilJ·, oo- ed themselves publicly after- , 
ver,IFhief of the !ederal ~.

1

11~ reau : ward, that "not enough was-• 
. of t,estigation, who s~i m_eY brought out to justify presenta- i 
"d not believe the K · g kill- tion of conspiracy charges to a '. 

ed t by con grand J'ury." 
1
' ing was carri ou · 

spirators." . 300 Witnesses Interviewed 
This action was mterpreted More than 300 witnesses in 

in several ways bf b~th at- the United States, Canada, Por­
tomeys -and investigative ex- tugal, and Britain. were inter-
perts who heard it. . viewed, and more thari 80 had 

'cin his suburban Washm~ton been subpeliaed for the Ray 
home · Clark declared tomghJ trial. None of these persons had : 
that. he had never s~id . fla~lt a tangible fact to support the 
thef was no conspiracy in lnspiracy angle, it was ated. : 
11ol ed in t~e murder F:-· ,J. Dr There is a great deal , f e,vi-:- ' 
Ki · . He· said he had , · iste~ nee seemingly to pport 
on . that he knew of :, 0 evi nspiracy suspicions. A trong,_ ! 

1 
dence of a conspiracy-.] . . part of it has been the sychi:-

. No complete Solution 
1
atric and psychologic~l 8_!11_!1_1_:_ 
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fl! In =~~=:IL 
[. pres:b11isw:c~;• •~ ,i#· .. 

. oney, as well as w can }//:)===··· 
t~tal it, h~~dly accounts for the , Ji='· 
kmd of livmg which Ray did I 

evf., tho he preferred hole-in: : 
th~ wall rooming fiouses and 1 

m( els." J U is proven that Ray ad 
~ safe-deposit box in a r~- , 
mgham, Ala~, bank.- Fro 1t , ..... 

was mainly racist,'' Canale said ·?tl . . l 
after Ray's sentencing. \\f _.,,. 

Judge Battle will rule on 
April 11, on contempt of court 
citations against two Memphis 
· ;· spaper men and four olers . in olved in "pre-trial viola · ons 
· o~ publicity rules" _ laid · wn 
b · him. He said his decisio s in 
th e matters "still were ith-

• 

,,,,m,; 

; 

in the bosom of the court." '1 

'Rly Reaches Prison . _ 
\James Earl Ray, confessed slayer of Dr. Martin Luther. King, is 

sea1."che4 as he arrives at Tennessee penitentiary in N mthville. ___ _ 
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ay's Nontrial . · i,,1, 

,! . 11 

T. 1

1. ABRUPT, pre-arranged end to the trial of l ames 
1 Ray, with Ray pleading guilty to the murder of Dr. 

Martin Luther King and being sentenced all within 2½ hours, 
~oubtedly represented a great saving of time. But it was 
a great loss in every other respect. Aside from legally settling 
the issue of Ray's guilt, this substitution of a deal for a trial 
raises questions instead of answering them-questions like 
"What was the big hurry?" -

The issue of whether Ray did in fact shoot Dr. King in 
Memphis was the main one only as far as his trial as an 

1 individual was concerned. Of wider importance is the ques­
• tion of whether Ray acted alone or was part of a conspiracy 
· to kill the civil rights leader. -

We have seen no evidence of such a conspiracy, and are 
quite willing to believe that none existed. The point is that 
this question has been summarily shuffled aside, not answered. 
Instead of a trial, which would have subjected all the evidence 
to. a 

1
1-horogoing test in public, we have a hearty a:l~surance 

from~the prosecutors and Ray's attorneys that eve_, ything's 
all r ght - they're convinced, so we don't have '. o worry 
aboU! it. "' , 

That was not the point of this trial, or of any trial under 
our system of jurisprudence. If we were prepared to take 
the experts' assurances for everything there would be· no need 
for public trials at all. 

As it is, the American public is left guessing about ques­
tions such as these: Where did Ray, after escape from Mis­
souri state penitentiary a year before the murder, get the 
lll()ney to travel as widely as he did-to several cities in the 
United States and to Canada, Mexico, Portugal, and England? 
What is the explanation for the fake broadcast on police 
radios just after the shooting. that seems to have diverted 
police attention away from the escape route Ray used? How 
did he choose as aliases· the names of actual persons, and 
collect information about them to use in obtaining passports 
and other official documents? What did Ray tnean with his 
obscure statement in court, to the effect that people who 
believed there was no conspiracy· were wrong? 

Memphis' Criminal court Judge W. Prestoni Battle 
m lear_ ~ the ~-yea_ r sentence for R~y by no mearu .. · settles. 
th uestions; if there was a conspiracy, "no mer ber of 
it ever live in peace and security." But in a cas~of such '

1 towering importance as Dr. King's murdert•this use of a trial1 
for _bargaining purposes was extremely ill-conceived. ~ __ '. 

• 
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.Headlines, Touched Sensitive. erve · , · • · J:· 
em phis Isn't ~'ff ·~th;··Ho~k·,~v~t 

· · ·.\ 'THE MOTIVES of'thtf'prose~ution and~ju'dge in beln:g · 
See editorial, page 17 ! · · · ~ · ,... ,. · · co, erned about the illlage of Memphis are mor~ easi~j . dis ... · 

~ .. !! :C,i::t,~~ .:!'!~~IAL .· . c~ :;ft disposal o( the \~e gets M~~his out ;-~~ '.-~ead~" 
:-, , MEM~HI~-Among t~e -milh~ns ._ of words written about- : Imes_ 1t would p~ve occup~ed for weeks if the ~ase, acic go~e 

~fhe;.assassm'.abon of Martin Luther King.-Jr;, there were three to trial. -·. -·· .. - · · . . •. ·. · · - : - ,-
which really- agitated the people of Memphis. Also, there was concern that~ protracted trfaf mi~t have 

~(~. ~.'.A news m~g~i~e : .• :r::eferrecf t.o the Mississippi river .city : churned up ra.cial tensions 
~~~:j(:''_decayfng:;lv~f-·.t9in,1t.: µkal editorial writers thundered especially if Ray had':. gone 
,·'protests. Judge w~ -PrestQ:1) Ba~tle, afte~ sentencing James i freie. . t . 
·;,.~WI ~ay to ·99 years for the murder of King, could not re-1 _' w doubt. .- the offic ·. Is 
<·-Slst a-reference to the nagging words. · · 1 me nt well. The ·troubl is 
. _, H~ recalled Winston Churchill's reply when Germany in tha · if people are to believ; in 
·_ World War II threatened to ring Britain's neck as if she were con piracies among the wick-

a chicken. "Some chicken, some neck," Churchill growled. ~d,-it's n~t I!1uch.of a step to 
Battle said, "Some river, -some town",_the last words start be!1evmg conspiracies 

said in court · before Ray was hustled · off to a lifetime of are possible among the jus.t. 
imprisonment. It was doubtful if the judge would have the 
fast word, however. · 

HE SEEMED TO THINK that the disposal of Ray had. 
: finily lifted from his town the cloud that settled over it with 

.. th~ killing of. King. - ·· , 
1 vidently, it did not occur to the chubby, courtly .. rist,; 

~ or. o the· prosecution, that the swift settlement of the case 
. w~m--" a guilt! pl:_a and an agreed-to ~e~t~nce, . mi~Jt eave 

. tµe ; ublic with the impression that the case had been ealt 
wi in clandestine fashion. 

I did ·not matter that 90 per cent of 'criminal cases in 
T_ennessee are dealt with. in a.simijar way. It did not matter 
that t~e sentencing, of Ray in_ n<:>. way blocks the indictment: 
of co-conspfrators i( any are found. To the public there will , 
always be something suspicious about the rush to judgment • 

. I 

BATTLE TOLD THE COURT it was decided to handle 
Ray's case as a routine prosecution. 

--- "-. 

At best, this appeared to be naive. The case was not an­
ordinary one and no magic could transform it into one. 

When defense attorney Percy Foreman suggested the de~l 
in which Ray would plead guilty, the prosecution and judge 
agr! without lifting an eyebrow, just as they might have : 
don · any other case. - , · 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

3 STAR J.c.,INAL 

- ow, questions are being asked about Ray's . motiy if 
thef as ~o conspi~acy. There are questions about the mot es • 
of others mvolved m the case. · . _ · 

WJIY DID _FOREMAN agree to the -99-year sentence? 
_SoI-eif to:,~aving . Ray from the electric chair? No killer has 

.. :gone~ 'the chair in Tennessee for years. · · · · 

. -r <.: And there ... was always. the chance he could h_ave left. 
';9sf(d~{D1.~Jttry'$niind to have freed Ray completely. 

. ?_C J!_$~i:_e __ i_?_~ ;_:o_~~~~--
-~ .. 1!eman JS . ~oted for-·'.-~ ,. wIUmgness ·· tp . take, altbutg_ 
. #WU -j~welry to a c~r .m..'i>~ym,erit, but Ray had. nothing, lef(:--' 

__ ..:_:·._:~~ .~. <~ - ,:_ ___ -- - •.• I~ ·, ~~·-, . , " .. 1., ~ . ' . I 
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vs. Ray 
~l =====l= 
King. cOn~piracy 

- ~-·-.--- ----- ---

Nt e o ry ,riddled 
--J: ~ -- . -- . ---~- - -- - "._.( !rooming-house bathroom where the shot was 

BJ Jerry_ Lipson :r fired _ and when 
St ff Writer " ~ 

MEMPHIS - If he had pleaded innocent, iwhite Mustang parked on the . et 
s IS THE picture it draws: - t· -

prosecutors were prepared to prove con- · be , Ray n April 4, 1968, checked in I the I'/ __ _ 

clusiv~ly tJhat James Earl Ra~ fired the s?ot se flophouse overlooking the Lo ine __ ..;:.h...,___..:~?~ .. ~- ,,,L 
that killed the Rev. Dr. Martin Duther King _ Motel about 3 p.m. and took a rear room r 

Jr. ' ! with a view of the motel. CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 
Close analysis of a partial transcript of 1 

M day's hearing erased any doulbt that Ra_ 

m have 'been a decoy to lay a false tl"ail a 
many bad earlier believed. 

It showed 1lhat the sham!bling, dark.Jbaired 
escaped convict left a trail of clues that could 
have led him to the electirc 'Chair. 

ALTHOUGH IT doesn't -ease suspicions that 
Ray may have bad accompliices, the _tr"'lf cript knocks down several props. us to 

su;Jrt conspiracy theories .;... such as e 
"Convenient" discovery of the death weapon. 

The 5,950-word statement, presented in 
court lby Deputy Atty. Gen. James Beasley, 
,contalned the facts of the case as agreed to 
by~-roseoutors and Ray's attorney, Percy 

Fo · .- d 
-It ames 51 persons Beasley said would Ii 

- R,a _to· the fatal rifle and put him in 
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f 
e went out and returned about 4 p.m. afterij,rr 

b ing a pair of binoculars at the York Arms.( 
. C , a mile away. • 

wo hours later, Ray was dashing wildly 
down the front stairs, a . parcel loosely 
wrapped in a green spread under his arm, 
while Dr. King lay dying on the motel bal-
cony. 

Ray bad planned to dump everythin~ in the 
car, but by the time he hit the street, it was 
swarming with police. He panicked momen-
tarily. 

SPOTTING THE shadowy doorway to the 
Canipe Amusement Co. next door, and think­
ing it was closed, he dropped his bundle and 
sprinted for the car • 

It was a mistake. Owner Guy W. Canipe 
and two customers were inside. They heard 
the package fall and, attracted by the thud, 
saw "the back of a white man" going away. 

The package contained a rifle and 
telescopic sight, clothing, binoculars and 
several beer cans, all with plenty of finger-
prints. 

Two prints, a thumb on the rifle stock ,and 
a finger on its telescopic sight, were of "suffi~ 
cient clarity" for identification, the transcript 
said. 

IN THE ROOMING house, Ray had left 
prints all over the bathroom and the room he 

J

ad occupied, 5-B. · 
Police talked to another roomer, Charles] 

Qijit~an ;tephens, .who had "heard footsteps" • 
from Ray's room next door "into the " 
bathroom." 

"At approximately 6 p.m., Mr. Stephens 
heard a shot coming apparently from the 
bathroom. He then got up and went • • out 
mto the corridor to see the left profile of Ray 
as he turned into the hall leading to the front 
stairs 

In the bathroom, police found fresh mark­
ings on the window sill and "proof would show 
... that the markings on this sill were consis­
tent with the machine markings" on the !bar­
rel of the rifle found downstairs. 

The weapon was traced to the Aero Marine 
Sporting Goods Co. in Birmingham, Ala., 
where clerks said it had been bought on 
March 30, along with a rifle telescope. 

BEASLEY said witnesses would · identify 
Ray as the man who, under the name of Har­
vey Lowmeyer, exchanged the rifle for a 
s!ler one bought the day before. j 

asley later said Ray, after buying t 
fir weapoft; had called the store saying "hl 
br her" wanted a different rifle, and r 
questing the exchange. 

• 
It, was this reference to ~ mysterious 

brotner, he added, that led the FBI to issue 
itt.1rst conspiracy warrant shortly after tI· 
~oti~. I . i 

EANWHILE, a white Mustang fou I 
a ndoned in Atlanta yielded more clues 
sheets, clothing, maps of Mexico, Birm-

ingham, Los Angeles and Atlanta, a Polari· 
1

1 

~~mera case, and a 1967 license plat . 
1 The plate checked · out to William . 

~/aisley, . who, the_ transcript said, wo · 
&stify that Ray bought the car using the 
name of Eric S. Galt. 

The maps, containing the "handwritten 
name of Eric S. Galt," revealed fingerprints 
similar to those on the rifle. 

Sweepings of the car turned up hair parti­
cles matching .those taken from the bundle 
found outside Canipes' store. 

Other witnesses, the transcript said, would 

~

entify Ray as the man who under the names 
Galt, PauJ Bridgeman and Ramon Gejge 

neyd, turned up in Montreal, Toronto, ' n-
on and Lisbon. 

THE TRANSCRIPT does not say how ' ay 
managed to elude police for 13 months after 
escaping from the Missouri State Prison in 
May, 1967-possibly his longest period of 
freedom since leaving the Army in 1949. 

Nor does it offer any clues as to how, or 
1 

where, Ray obtained the money to buy the 
car, rifle, binoculars, air fare to London, or 
the know-how of obtaining a passport. 

But it leaves no doubt that Ray left so many 
clues behind he might as well have identified 
himself immediately as the assassin. 

I 
THE STATE is ·not saying categorically1' at 
ay was a lone killer, only· that they · ve 
een unable to unearth any evidence th he 
as either helped or hired. 
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UPI) - - Wearing -~ Plot Angle Under Probe - _, Mrs. ~oretfa King, .the -slain civil rights.,Ta~- -
ai~s and true to the code ~f silence of a 1 he U.S. Justice Department, which n : de~ ~idow, urged autho_rities "to cont' -~' 

!nvict, James Earl Ray took mto Tennessfe hai said it believed the April 4 1968 k"Ir J !Junia-It who are responsible for this cri _e ___ ·_ 
ate Prison T~esday the ~ecrets of the sl - Dd Kin? wa~ the act of one 'man,' d~s~f ,~J ha been appre?ended: ... ,, - . ·/_ -- ,·::. 
g of Dr. Martm Luther Kmg Jr. for the first time Monday that i't . 1 k. . e Rev., Curtis Harns, executive secreta"'· is oo mg m- of th V . . C ·1 . - - .- _- .. ,. 
Ray, who pleaded guilty Monday in ex- to the possibility of a conspiracy. It refused to e irgima ounci o~ Human Relat1ottsi 

change. for a 99-year senJence, . was tak~_n say what evidence-if any-it has of a lot. was more forceful, ~ecl~rmg:. -- -·~ · . __ 
from his_ Shelby County Jail cell m·-Memplhs Ray made three_- breaks from the Miss~-ur· jThe. Ne-gro_ com-m~mty wiU-11-ot a_c~e_j_. a ___ · 
- . - State Prison, where_ he was servin 2 -

1 t_ _ ~d?llar wh~te boy m exchange for a _ . __ •. 
at 5-: 30 a.m. to a highway patrol _barracks I for armed robbery' befo - h f' if -O years ti ; il110n-dolla1 black boy .,_ 99 years for. y::. 
n.ear t~e ~ounty _line, then sped 200 miles!~ __ a Y_ ear_ bef~re Dr. King ;:s :m~~~ Y escaped __ K_i_ it:x~,hange for the life of Dr. Martin L~---

1

• f 

~

s~ville man eight-car caravan. · isp1te his quiet manner ff' · 1 1 · -_g. , · •.· · · ' - : · , o 1cia s say a -- -- - . 
_ He was lodged in cell No. 4 in the maxim I ap rently believes there is-no prison th~t I a! 

s curity building, two cells away fr . hol him. · , _ 
iHiam Garvin Allen, an ~ccused ~l~cK ____ y's brotherJerry, who.was in court 

I 
en 

Power advocate who was convicted of killmg • i ------ - . --------:-----
a oliceman 14 months ago. . s tence was passed, said_ at the time_ I 

. . . - : R 's capture that h~ would have a hard ti 
Jl;en _said _he had no special feehng atut· b ieving his brother killed the integral, 

Rt bemg_ his neighbor. · l _ • le der out of-hatred for Negroes. 
1f 

"As far as I am concerned, society is what "If he did this, he did it for a lot of money,''· 
killed King," Allen said. , · Jerry commented. 

Six. Weeks Of Tests t Widow, Leader Comment ~ 
'1 he Negro community served notice th t it 

The prison has a population of 1,938 - of J w, uld not accept the sentence of Ray a the 
whom 824 are Negroes. j fi 1 solution to the case. , ' 

Ray will spend the next six weeks undergo-, 
ing a series of tests, and at the end of that' CH I CA GO SUN TI MES 
time it will be decided if. he will be kept in i 
maximum security or integrated with the 

1 

other prisoners. I 
The deal in which the 41-year-old Ray was I 

permitted to plead guilty in exchange for his ' 
life left the. King case shrouded in as much : 
mystery as ever. . : 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

DATE: c)-l~-t.a'J 

Ray, who has been in and out of prisons all l 
of his adult life, offered no reason for his con­
fessed crime, although the state said he had a, 
deep hatred pf Negroes. f 

Criminal Court Judge W. Preston Battle, 
who heard the Ray case, said: 

, "The fact was recognized soon after this 
· tragic murder took place that there was no 
possible conclusion to the case which would 
satisfy everybody. 

" t was decided at that time that thtnly 
th . g the,, judge could do was try the ca as 
ne -rly as possible to other cases a · to 
· f · low the law and his own conscience. is-. 

ave done." . , 
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Htavily guarded and man~cled, James Earl Rai sentenced to a 99-year fer~ for the assas /­
ri tion of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., arrive at the Tennessee State Prison in Nashvi e 

l't,esday. Ray was housed in_ the prison's maxi · m security section. (AP) ___________________ - __ - ••• ', t. ~-. I~; 

jell- No. 4 in ~he ~aximun\ _se·c:~ofy' _ i ~±: 
. on of the Tenn7s_s ee_?ta~ Pr.1s01T __ a\-~ • ~-·_:-:. 

iUe-· the one m which James Earl ay, 
was lodged.: (UPI) . - .. '. _ --~ -~'" _ ·: < -_ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



THE AMERICAN PUBLIC AND JUSTICE will be shit­
chiged if an intensive investigation isn't launched to determ e 
wh ther or not James Earl Ray was part of a conspiracy • o 
as . ssinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. All indications po 1t 1 

to ay as a hired killer. Who hired him? · 
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. f. <, : · King· Cas8fNot Encled . f 

il· The sudden end of the trial of Jamestl What was Ray's pasic motive? wlat 
Earl Ray for the murder of Dr. Martin -went on in his mind to bring him to the 

-Luther King Jr. leaves many questions assassination? He has been described .. 
unanswered. The public is entitled to as a racist. Some federal investigators 
the answers because the murder was · have come to the conclusion that Ray 
more than a simple crime of passion; it hated Negroes so intensely he needed 
was planned with malice aforethought no one to inspire him to commit the· 
and had sociological and political over- crime .. On the other hand, a Justice 
tones that must be explored further. Department spokesman said after the 
· Ray's plea of guilty and his accept- sentencing: 

. ' 
ance of a sentence of 99 years in prison "The investigation into the conspir-
is not an unusual procedure in Ameri- acy allegation is still open." 
can courts. Such pleas have the general Bits and pieces of the story have been 

-iproval of the American Bar Assn. publicized. Where did Ray get the thou-
Y escaped a possible death sentence, sands of dollars it took for him to travel. 
t this is not an important considera- as he did during the year between th~ 

on. Dr. King himself was opposed to time he escaped from Missouri Stat 
capital punishment. Penitentiary and the day he killed D 

"The execution· of Mr. Ray, who has King? The simple answer is that he 
not yet told the full story, would not financed himself by robberies. How 
serve the ends of justice," says Mrs. wa~ an escaped convict able to obtain 
Coretta King, the widow of the Negro a Canadian passport and travel abroad 
leader. • after the murder? There is no simple 

What would serve the ends of justice answer to that question. 
would be answers to the questions left William Bradford Huie, the Alabam,., .. , 
dangling as Ray silently goes to prison. author, is supposed to have the Ra ---~ 

Were there others involved in the as- story and the "rig~ts" to publish it. Th , 
sassination? Ray's defense attorney right to Ray's story belongs to the , 
said Ray acted alone but Ray himself American people. Until the full story is 
s "d he did not agree with the theory on the record, as it might have been~ 

t t h e r e was no conspiracy. This Ray had been given a full hearin 
rtroom remark by Ray must be am- doubts about the case will corrupt pu 
ied. lie opinion and plague pubijc officials.·• · 
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~he shadow] 9£ doubt,. . . . .. 
. i· r ~he h1stonca1 recmu, .. Perhapl . The Jus_tice Department says 1tf 

Jame. s Ea_rl Ray w~s brou?ht into 1~ 
1 

e~~g over~~ne, bogged m t~e t~c - 1 cttinuing its inquiries, even though t 
open court m Memphis, admitted he n I ahties ansmg from Cahfo.rm,, s· n . has no evidence of conspira . · 
kj.lled Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and ~ ath se~tence rather than any qu - T ·s it most certainly should: do,' a' 
was promptly sentenced to 99 years in twn of gmlt. We do not say th~t e~actly share its findings with the public. 
prison .. By this sequence, not unprece- the same process was essential m try-
dented in ordinary murder cases, the ing James Earl Ray. 
StatE;? of Tennessee was spared a long Yet in Memphis, with all the uricer-
and costly trial, the difficult problem of tainties that are involved, the most re-
trying to get a death sentence was by- markable aspect is the haste in closing 
passed, and the state made certain the the case. The kind of bargaining that 
killer did not squirm free. In other averted a trial would be considered 
words, justice was served. highly unusual in Illinois courts. 

Or was it? Even in a protracted trial, the ques-
.· The painstaking investigation and tions about a possible conspiracy might 

Ray's plea of guilty combine into a vir- not have been answered. The one man 
tual certainty that Ray was the man who could answer the questions - Ray 
who pulled the trigger of the rifle that j himself-could not be forced to testify. 

!led Dr. King. Yet there are other The fact remains, however, that by 
eces in this case that do not quite add disposing of this case so precipitously 
. And the gnawing doubts that re- the court has not put to rest the doubts 

tnain must be resolved before the final it needed to be confronted direct} .. 
curtain is allowed to drop on the story. ther, it has added an element f 

For this was no ordinary murder case ystery where there was too much ,:1of 
precisely because Dr. King was no ordi- it already. .· ' 
nary man. He lived and died at the 
center of a national storm and while he 1 

lived there were many people who 
wished him dead just as there were 
many who revered him as a saint. The ' 
suspicion that Ray did not plan his deed 
alone-that he may have been the mere 
instrument of a widespread conspiracy 
-will not die with his conviction. 

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 

Ray himself lent fuel to such specula­
tion when he stood up in court to repu­
diate st.atements discounting the con­
spiracy theory. Yet this matter was not 
pissed. It was allowed to drop wi

1

, h 
t pros_ecution's ~QJ:11ment that th_e:'. ~-­
- s no proof of a conspiracy. No m. e 
is there proof that there was none. 

The contrast is inescapable between 
the procedures followed with James 
Earl Ray and with Sirhan Sirhan in Los 

1
geles. Despite Sirhan's open-colt 

a mission that he killed Robert F. K · -
n dy and the overwhelming evide e 
t t ~e acted alone, that trial drags n ! 
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eviden~e~ studie 
' 

. whi"h room he was to occu Foreman. 

1ng p O . said would link Ray to the fatal 
STLAND said he doe! 't tjji nd put him in the room-

kn whether "there will etrer -~ haouse bathroom whelthe .d b h . th" . hg e any earmgs on _is matt~r, st ot was fired - and e~. ev1 ence I but ~e are ~ssemblmg avail- \ HIS IS -THE pictu . lt 
able mformat1on." d1-! 

H "d th b · · · raws: 

d 
• d . ~ sa1 : su committee is His white Mustang parked on . stu le relying on its own staff re-' the street below, Ray on April 

sources and ~oes not ~ave ac- . 4 1968 checked into .the seer.ly 
• cess to any mformat10n com- : ' ' 

Daily News Wire Services i piled by the FBI or others in •· flophouse overlooking the Lor-
WASHINGTON _ The chair- ! the Justice Department. · raine Motel about 3 p.m. and 

took a rear room with a view 
man of a Senate subcommittee I C • · R 
said Wednesday that his group · ase against ay of the motel~ ! 
has direct information that In- appeared airtight ~ He went out and retu~ ed 
dicates James Earl Ray did · bout 4 p.m·. after buyin a 
not act alone in the killing of . By Jerry Lipson i air of. binocu!ars at the rk -
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther I Staff Writer Arms Co.,~ rp.1le away. 
King Jr. . · 

1 
Two hours later, Ray was 

Sen. James O. Eastland (D- dM~MPHitS - If he htad plead- dashing wildly down the front 
M. ) "d h S e mnocen, prosecu ors wire I · . 1 loosely wrap 

bl
. 'd . w1 ames ar ay re , e 

1ss. sa1 t e enate Intern~! d t · 1 . 1 s.ta. 1rs, a pa. rce ·.·· -
Set rity subcommittee is i - fi-11 tpaJre O Eprov

1
_ eRconfic. usdiv hy ped in a green spread under 

sse _mg ev1 e~ce concern11 g ~• t that killed the Rev. i r. 
a ss1ble conspiracy. , rt·n L th K' J • 1 u er mg r. 

ay, who pleaded gu~lty Close analysis of the CH IC A GO DA I LY NEW S 
Monday to the murd~r of Kmg transcript of Monday's hearing: 
and has. begun servmg a 99- showed that the shambling, 
year p~1son sentence, told a dark-haired escaped convict 
Memphis court that he does left a trail of clues that could 
not go along with theories that have sent him to the electric 
the murder was not part of a; chair. i 
conspiracy. _ I 

f:ASTLAND said: 
"There are some things 

about this affair that indicate 
to ine that there may have 
been a conspiracy. 

"In the first place, somebody 
had to know King was in the 

. motel. Somebody had to know 
' w1· ch room he was in. So~­

b~. y had to kno. w that he w s 
· go g out on the balco , 

w · re he was shot. 
: _ Somebody had to ~how Ray 

ALTHOUGH IT doesn't ease 1 

suspicions that Ray may have ; 
had a c c o m p 1 i c e s, the I 
transcript knocks down several · 

, props used to support con-
. spi'racy theories - such as the 

"convenient" discovery of the 
death weapon . 

The 5,950-word · statement, pf ented in court by Dep!y . 
A . Gen. James Beasl · , 
c tair1ed the. facts of the. c se 
a , agreed _ to by prosecu rs 1 

a ~ Ray's attorney, Percy 
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