
f,onspiracyll 
plot told J 

byRay 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UPI) . 

- Harrey S. Avery, fired 
Thursday as state corrections 
commissioner, says J a m e s 
Earl Ray told him that a con­
spiracy existed to kill the Rev. 
Dr. artin Luther King Jr. 

In an intereview Friday, 
A very also said contracts be­
tween Ray and attorney Percy 
Foreman eventually will be the 

- basis for a .. new trial for the 
convicted assassin. 

A very said the contracts 
place Ray in "a position of 
duress." 

LAST MONDAY, crimin~ i 
Cor-rt Judge Arthur Faquin d I 
nij• · Ray's new trial bid an · I 
sa~ the convict had waived hi • \~ 
ri ' ts to a new trial when he • 
pleaded guilty in the King I 

. murder. Ray's attorneys said i 

they would appeal th e ' 
ruling. 

During the interview, Avery 
admitted he had offered to try 
to sell Ray's memoirs for him, 
with the money to go in Ray's 
trust account at the prison, if 

: Ray would "tell me the full 
truth about it (King's murder) 
and not a lot of h a If 
truths." 

, AVERY WAS fired Thursday 
after two weeks of controversy 

in !' ich the Nashville Bann~, r 
disc~ sed that A very had i . -
terv wed Ray three times f , , 
mat · al for a book. ' i 

• • 

-d/ ,(_} /J 7- ~r t;_) A/ 
CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 

CHICAGO ILLINOIS 

DAT~! ~_;···3/, 6,/ 

PAGE: 1 CO~_;i 

EDlTOR: ROY M~ f ISHE.R 

CH I CAGO· or~F I CE 

Jll ~I () l(),"'8 
-1 ,., I ·10 ·· ._, .J .., 

FBI ·-CHICAGO ,,.,.....,.. .. 
,~ll_.>,;-~•11' ----------·-.......... -...-..---~~ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.... .... 

lot to kill~ 
allles Ray~ 

revealed 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UPI) 

- State Corrections Comr. Har­
eyry S. Avery said Monday that 
he had received information of 
a plot to kill James Earl Ray. 

In a television interview, 
• A very said he received · a 

telephone call while he and 
other prison officials were in­
terviewing the convicted killer 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
!King Jr. He added that the 
identity of the caller has been 
established and that the con­
spiracy has "some founda-

·tion." 
He said the incident occurred 

March 12, the day after Ray 
pleaded guilty and received a 
99-yea~sentence, and tlat · it 
had a, lot to do witl the 
?ecisio1

1 
to ~eep Ray in, max­

imum .' ecurity at the · state 
prison. 
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.Fear prisoners .. 
i[p/ot to kill Ray] 

NASHVILLE, (JP)-Harry S. 
Avery, state commissioner of 

· corrections, says f e 11 o w 
prisoners in the state peniten­
tiary have . threatened, to kill 
James Earl Ray, the ad­
mitted s 1 a y e r of Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
. Avery said yesterd~y that 

word of the threat, which 
came in a phone call, "had a 
lot to do" with his decision to 
keep Ray in a maximum 
security cell. 

E. Hopton, director of 
the Tennessee bureau of 
er al identif~cation, sid he 
ha eard nothmg about the. 
threat. The TBI normally 

would be called on to investi- · 
gate such an incident,_ espe­
cially one involving the Ten~ 
nessee state prison where 

. Ray is serving a 99-year 
sentence. 

A very said he talked with 
the caller 20 minutes, traced 
the call, but was able to 
identify the caller . 

AVERY MADE the dis- i 

closure in an interview witha ' 
I 

televisio newsman. 
He said in the interview : 

that he considers the alleged 
conspiracy threat "lhad some 
foundation." He speculatl· it 
would be possible for a k er 
to reach Ray even in ! he 
maximum security cell. ; 

• 
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' Ra_y seeks neii, trial 
Jatnes Earl Ray J,righi), accused slayer of Dr. Martin Lu- 1 

ther King .Jr., is led from the Tennessee State Prison at iashville by Maj. Mickey McGuire of the Tennessee Hig~ 
ay . Patrol. Ray was taken to Memphis for his hearin 

· onday to determine if he should_ receive a new trial in th_ 
. aying. (UPI) · · _ ·'.' ._ _ 
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3 .violate 
ff j ~ 

HIily's rigli-
•-attomeys 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -
Attorneys for James Earl Ray, 
·serving a 99-year sentence for · 
the killing of the Rev. Dr. Mar- ' 
tin -Luther King Jr., filed an · 
amended suit Thursday charg­
ing Ray's civil rights were 

I violated by two lawyers and ;a 
writer . 

. The suit was filed In U.S. 
District Court by Ray's late.st 
lawyers, Robert W. Hill Jr. 
and~. B. Stoner. . i ... , , 

D fendants named v e·r e 
Artl ur Hanes, the first lt wyer 
to take the Ray case; · ercy 
Foreman, the lawyer . who 
replaced Hanes _ an d re­
presented Ray when a guilty ' 
plea was entered, and William 
B r a d f o rd Huie, Ray's : 
biographer. · 

I 
THE LATEST petition: 

amends a previous dam•ge / 
suit against the three.·· "It : 
charges the defendants entered , 
in_to a ·r.onspiracy to Vlrate 
Ray's cf' ·1 rights. ' 

Ray J seeking to havf his 
guilty J.Uea and senteDCE, ~t 

1 aside. King was shot to death 
in Memphis April 4, 1968. · ·, ·, ·_ 

• 
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··;· Y·-SPIRITED 
~CROS~ STAil 

RGOURTDA!TE 
(:Y D! ■ I ult fM!l•J 

Memphis, May 22 WPD-A car­
avan of 11 state highway patrol 
cars late tonight sped James 
Earl Ray from the Tennessee • 
State. prison near Nashville to 
the --~helby county jail here in 
preparation for a Court appear- 1 

ance Monday. . 
I Ray will be seeking to void i 

his plea of guilty and 99-year 
senJ. nee for the assassinatioi;i 
of J · . Martin Luther King lli 
· ·, e transfer was made n · 
se ' ecy, and only when it h d · 
be completed under hea 

. guard was it made known. 
I • 
1-, 
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. [AP Wirepr, tol ·, . 

RalTaken to Memphis . · · · ·~ ... 
mes Earl Ray, convicted killer of Dr. Martin Luther King, is e~- . 

corte -from Tennessee state prison for trip to Memphis where his law- . 
yers will file a new trial motion on Monday. 

• 
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• 
~ay denied new 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UPI) - Criminal Court r 

Judge Arthur Faquin Monday turned down a 1 

· request for a new trial by James Earl Ray, 
the admitted killer of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. 

His attorneys said later they will appeal , 
the denial. 

Faquin ruled that Ray "knowingly, in- 1 

t lligently and properly" pleaded guilt~ to the , 
ng slaying during his trial March :llJ. Afte~ 
cepting a pre-arranged 99-year prison sen 

- nee,. Ray changed his mind and said hi : 
awyer had pressured -him into pleading gui · 

ty. . 
Faquin said there was ample evidence from 

. the minutes of the trial that the guilty plea 
was proper. 

Ray, wearing a brown checked sport coat, 
olive trousers and a yellow tie, sat quietly 
during the hearing. He was brought here from 
t~ s_ta-te prison at Nashville under hely 
g ard last Thursday. 

1 aquin inherited the case when the tr· ·1 ! 
juage, W. Preston Battle, died March 31. 

Ray charged that attorney Percy Foreman I 
used him for personal gain. He hired attor­
neys Robert W. Hill Jr. of Chattanooga, J.B. j 
Stoner, Savannah, Ga., and _Richard J. Ryan 
olMemphis to handle his appeal. ~ j 

he state contended that Ray sign d • 
w ivers during his trial and was not entitl 
t any appeal. . 

ttial 
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]Rag . Turn'ed :/JoWn in 'i'led:-to ;.,' . . •·.• ,• .. -:··.·· -· r 
New Trial; 
Im. phis, May 26 UP)-J. ames yers. He alternatively crossed I 

Ea Ray was denied t· new and,ncr_ossed his legs and at 
tr1 today in the assassil ation tim leaned his head on [· s-, 
of r. Martin Luther K' Jr. ban s. . i 

dge Arthur C. Faq; Jr. Ordered Back To Jail , 
ruled that ~ay's March 10 After the ruling, Fa q u· 1 n 
guilty plea closed the door on ordered that Ray be returned .

1
. 

another trial, an appeal, or , to his maximum-security cell , 
any other type of post-convic- : in the state penitentiary at : 
tion action by the defense. In' Nashville to · continue serving 
addition, Faquin ruled," R a y \ his 99-year term. Sheriff Wil­
had signed voluntarily a waiver· liam N. Morris said later that 
of these rights and had stated any time the state wanted Ray 
in open court he did so with back, "It ~an come for him." 
full understanding and at his Later,. Ray was returned to 
own free will. his cell in- Nashville. 

Appeal Possibilities Told The ~earing before F . in, 
J. B. Stoner of Savannah who su ceeded the late dge 

, Ga., one of Ray's three attor: W. Pre on Battle in the · se, 
neys · noted an exception to'· was d oted to lengthy gal 

por rs that "so~e m~. es." , leg.al points. Ray at tim~~ 
wo _ ,· be made b~ the de. nse s elm e d · distinterested and 

, tea · but he said what ·1 and · d · 
I wh~n had not been decid . ga , . ar~und the counsellble. 
, Further appeals could be HeJ 1d not take the stand1 

· 11-·· ied upon virt~ally; ~y s-~ep I st!k~~~;~:::;w t!~at1 et7~: 
the prosecution of Judgii I allegations that Ray had been 

. qf the case, a le~al expe:t sai · i denied effective counsel when 
~ rl Warden, Vanderbilt u • he pleaded guilty and that there 
versity professor . of criminal had been conflict of interest. It 

1
_Iaw, said the ultimate route for pegged its argument-on a sec- · , 

1 any appeal probably would be tion of the I Tennessee code that ' 
! a petition for a writ of habeas states a new trial motion must · 
: corpus, in w_bich a verdict is b~- gra~ted if thei. tri~l judge i 
'set aside and the whole case ?1es whlle the motion 1s pend- 1 

is started over. mgF. . ' I d h I ·,' 
" · h ain rue , owever, · hat 

1
, 

, . !Je [Ray]. may ~ve a half- · that ction of the code di not 
dozen ~lle~ations which he !ee~~ appl hen a defendant ha , en~ 

1 
~ay Justify a new trial, tered I a guilty plea "smc·_ 1 the, 

i Wanie commented. ''Whether motion already has been acted i 
: he wil get anywhere with1·· em , upon." 

is an her ,question. Th '1 're ·· 
easy · ough to file."- . 

As t e judge read the le ' thy 

1t· on~ Ray, cla~ in a bri-n­
i' c eked sports coat, oUve p , ts, 

yellow tie, fidgeted in his 

1 

clird1'. directly bebiJ!d his . w-

James- _Earl Ray 

ED!TION: 

EDITOR: CLAYTON KIRKPATRICK 

/'.i ' O~F ··r ,,.., !." 

C' . .:(}'I "•., 1--'--..-~_.,_ __ _ 
SERIAUZEll.__FIIS):-_ _. 

MAY27196-
FaI-cH1CA 

,I 
I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
. 'Waived rights' -

new trial in 
King slaying , 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - · motion for a new trial or for 
James Earl Ray, admitted an appeal. 
assassin of civil rights leader He ordered Rar re~urned to 
Dr.iMa,rtin Luther King Jr., the ~tate pem~entiary _at 
was denied a new trial Mon- Nashville to continue ser.v mg. 
day i his 99-year term. ~ 

J.~. ge Arth~r C. F~quin J,r., _RAY fidgeted in his cap~·n­
hel dthat the evidence showed style chair as Faquin rea his j 

Ray had voluntarily and in lengthy opinion. He cro _ 1 

good faith entered a guilty plea and recrossed his legs and 
to the slaying. Under Ten- alternately rested his head on 
nessee law, the judge held, his right or left hand. 
such a plea precludes a motion J. B. Stoner of Savannah, 

· for a n·Ew trial, for postconvic- one of Ray's attorneys, told thee 
tion rE edies or an appeal· court the defense took excep,;. 

Faqi_·n, who succeeded the tion to the ruli~g. H~jlater 
lat eJUdge W. Preston Battle said, "Some move" wo d be 
in the case, further ·held that made, . but declined t · say 
Ray waived all rights to file a whene or what it would 
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y loses 

I other l ' 
I 

I 

. 

retrial bid 
MEMPHIS (AP) - James 

Earl Ray Monday was again 
denied a new trial. 

The action came during 
Ray's increasingly complicated 
effort to take back a guilty 
plea he entered March 10 in 
the slaying of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

J. B. Stoner and Richard 
Ryan, two of Ray's new 
lawyers, asked Criminal Court 
Judge Arthur Faquin for per- ' 
mission to go into an appellate 
court in an atte:mpt to overturn 
his denial May 26 of a new 
trial for Ray. 

Paquin held that his earlier 
decision was an interlocutory 
decree - one that is not final 
- and that defense lawyers , 
should file a bill of exceptions. 
He gave them 60 days to do 
this. 

: Thtawyers said they wo~d: 
· appe1 I bot!1 Faquin's M y 

decis' n and the one hand d 
· down onday to fae Tenness e 
Court of Cri_minal Appeals. 
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'.'.Ray Retrial·Appeal Denied 
i: · ~~· MEMPHIS, Tenn.-Another appeal for a new trial by the 
at• neys for James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty iniarch 

1 to , e murder of Dr. Martin Luther ~ing Jr.! was turne :.:down 
:')le erday by Judge Arthur Faqwn Jr. m Shelby . unty 
!i:Criminal court. The judge, on May 26, had refused to ,1 r•ant 
:;Ray a new trial. The lawyers said they would appeal both 
,the May decision · and yesterday's ruling by Faquin to the 
Tennessee court of criminal appeals. ' 

• 
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• 
Tennessee fight 

i Ray ~ase heads ( 
· for higher court 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (UPI) cy Foreman talked him into 
.:_ The Tennessee Supreme pleading guilty to the slaying 
Court stands as the next likely of the civil rights leader. 
step in James Earl Ray's quest But Thomas E. Fox, deputy 
for a new trial in.Jhe slaying of state attorney general, told the . 
The · Rev. Dr. Martin Luther appeals court irt reviewing the 
King Jr. case that "nothing shows that 

The state court of criminal this man's rights were pre­
appeals Tuesday refused to judiced." 
assume jurisdiction in the case Ray's petition contended that 

i 

after hearing arguments from Memphis Criminal C o u rt · 
. both sides. Judge Arthur Faquin erred in 

One of Ray's attorneys, J. B. granting a state motion to 
Stoner of Savannah, Ga., in- strike a defense move for a· 
dicated that the case may be new trial at a hearing in 
taken next to the state Su- Memphis May 26. 
preme Court on a writ of cer- But Fox cited precedents 
tiora~, a form of appeal. holding that a guilty plea ~:1 n-

RA!r,, SERVING a 99-year tered into on the urgin~: of 
sente1 ce in the state peniten- counsel did not constl . te 
tiary ~ at Nashville, contends grounds for setting aside · e 
that his former attorney, Per- guilty plea. 
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tt,!da~~!l 
RayS~ys.· 

··• ST. LOUIS (}P)-Jaines Earl 
l\ay-said -federai agents who 
~acruited -· h i m ostensibly 
- help overthrow Fidel Cas~ 
lio's Cuban regime killed 
Martin- Luther King Jr. and 
•~~ me to be the fall guy.", 
· __ ]tay- made the assertion in 
a $tatement dictated to his 
brother Jerry at the Tennes­
. see State prison in Nashville, 
·W~ere· be is serving 99 years 
as ,the assassin of the civil 
rights: lead~. The statement 
was-r~d by Jerry. ·Ray on· 
KMOX-TV · - · . 
~ .. - ·.: .. · . . . 

. • ' r;t . 

. ·"TREY TOLD me I was 
be}pmg ·them. to supply • arms 
JP.d:_guns.to Cuba refugees to 
~vertbrow Castro and the 
Communists· in Cuba," Ray 
·declared .. · "I knew nothing 
about· King being in Memphis 
WJtil.. after · King had been 
1-:n ... .a_u • . 
AIUC\lo . 

.. )n· · Birmingham, ~a., Att. i 
~ Hanes,:. who for}llerly 1 ,1··at~:r,d:y hot8~!r/ie; 
i · e . respect to what I'· 
r aintained all the time 
: . gard to a conspiracy.'' 
'-• - • -- I 

• • 
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l Ray seeks 

. jail change 
James Earl Ray, serving a 
99-y~~r 1>~on term for the 

, slaying of .the Rev. Dr. Mar­
tin Lu~r, King Jr., ask~ a . 
federal' ·'court in Nashville 

·· Monday to order his .· re- · 
. moval · from the maximum . 
security building at t h e 
Tennessee state p r i s o n. . . 
Ray's petition charged that 

·. c(it· ·inement- in the maxi­
. ~uht-sectirity ·cJ1i was 

·- :e;:!·;. ~t)inhu~~itr~3t- .. · 

• • 
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! Ray's lawyers look to U.S. 

ing f eral . court action after failing in their bid to get a n 1 
, 

trial r the confessed slayer of the Rev. Dr, Martin Luther K g 

M'PHIS, Tenn. - James Earl Ray's lawyers are consid,-

. Jr. ' · 1 

'i Ray is serving a 99-year term. The court, denying the app 1, 
said "ambush killers are not looked upon with much favor" in 

I 

, Tennessee. 

• 

I 
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Ray's appeaf Jor new trial is r➔ected l 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) _:.. I 
Th,· Tennessee Supreme Court 
rej ted Thursday an af:al 
by ames Earl Ray for a. ew 
tri in the slaying of Dr. 1i ar-
tin Luther King Jr. _ d~ a unanimous opinio - the 
c t said that Ray-"will" gly, 
~ l!l wingl~ and intelligentl and 

with the advice of comp ent , 
couns.• el entered a plea or gu!·! y ; . 

• !Cl ml, rder in the first degJ ee 
· by ly ng in wait." • 

Ra: pleaded guilty st 
Mar 10 to the 1968 slaying of 
Dr. King in Memphis. Criminal 
Court Judge W. Preston Battle 

sen,nced Ray to 99 yeat in . pi n. · 1 1 

. , ttle died 21 days after en-! 
ten ng · Ray and Shelby Co mty I 
offic als later found in his 
court records a letter from I 
Ray, seeking a new trial on ; 
grounds he was not adequatt 

. re~esented at his trial. I 
. e court said that Ri y 
"w: s represented by privat ' y _ 
~e-~ !ned, able counsel." . 1 

;. 

I ' 
. ; 
/~ 
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,Second in a series . . . . . . _ , ,,. . ,, . . . . .. 
. < .. , , · . · ! question, but put 1t differently. . "MR;;· WHO? ~skeet Fcn:e-! 

::.~~::.~Bureau . ~,. :Y~:~e;!:·~~lt.i;t•~·. ·ii ... · .. : .. ·~·.'·;·:·•; .. ~;J./:E·.···; .. ·;fgar H.oover ... ~:. e/. ·w: SHINGTON -The world ~uth r . King: .. . . undi ri ~- y thing~i:f: s~y r_am n_ ~ 
. · -~ '> . · . · · . . nr- sue circumstances th~t 1, t a. · to: all: these Sti:l)ulati . , 
!~ ., e~tly for .

th! would make .you legally _gui-,. . I-ain not_trying to change-any-: 
lain o nse m Memphis . . n of murder in- the. first degree thing. I just want to ad4 SQtne-
Jam... . Earl R3:y face~ under ~(':la~, _as explained to t,hin~ on~o it./' continu:<f Ray~- .. 
Marc . 10, 1969, m th~ s ay g you by your Ia~ers?" ;: '. . , "' '!otido~'t a~ree "1th those 
of.. the R_ev. Dr. Martin Lutlier "Yes, legally, yes," .. Rat theo~es?'' ·the-,J~dge pursued. ; 
IGDJ Jr. . ·. . said, a three-word ·.reply; call-I .. tt ~eant Mt. Canale, Mr.: 
Jt would 1~, It thought, ing _ in retrospect ~ for more! Fo~man

1 
Mr. Ramsey Clark,! 

the.•murder details and, more explanation, if ·not hinting. it.t· a. (anot~t .tf'*nscript shows Ray: 
importantly,. whether there story he held ba.ek. · · · respo_ndin~ ":¥1'· ~ai,iale's, Mr. 

was a-co~~piracy t~ cut ~. wn · Then the .. no·ted·•. -... p. ercy ..... F. ore-.. ·· Clark's.·,.. M.·.t•' .... J ..•. Edgar Hoo-·. 
thelgro Iead~r with a s1 gle man, hired as Ray's attorney vet·'')· I :Bl~n. Oil the , ... " 
.30 aliber_ nfle bullet 11 five months earJier, al)d Shelby spi . cy ·~g. I do111_t w~t ~ 
mo s earlier. . c~un,ty .4tty. Ge~. Phil M. Ca- a~ som~tlµng;: on~o .1t -whi ,! 
: It_.earned_no such thing._ nale,·the prosecutor, began adi. ha. _n't a~eed ~·.m,~pa .· .· 
Iristea .. d, m the 144-mmute dressi·ng the 1·uM1. befor.e. stat-: · · ., ., • ·'· · ,· · .. ,.., · .

1 
.. 

• • & ., ·· · ::: · '< FOR£MAN then added: ;" ~ean!J-g prosecution attorneys ing the case: There was no . . . .. 1.. .... • > • : · · • • , 

and. defense lawyers made for- evidence tying : Ray to a .. -'co] thmlf w~t \V~~ ~e IS ~~ymg. ts 
mal, with Judge W. Preston 8 t ~,they said. . . that_ he doe~n.t •. ~ ~a~ 
Battle's approval (some say P · Y, . .. · , , , , · ·. 

1 

R,qi~~Y Clar~ s ':1~t ?t. J·. E~,, 
help), Ray's exchange of a B .... ~~-,~dramas ~tr · gar Hoover. _ilS l'l~t. 1 _didn~t; 
guilty plea for a 9g-.;year prison ac r, who was supposed to re- ar,gue ttie.nt a_s\ evid~npe m ~s i 
term.· main p~i,ye, startled. ev.e~:-: case. _I_-S1mply stat~, tpat un-: 

. ime. In" the midst of a:- scnpt ~ery.rr,ittng. an4. backing up the1 
_BATI'LE re';e~ed the pl~a calling for no C(unseemly co~-: .oPirii~Jts. of. ,(~tty~ q~.) Ca,-1 

'!1th Ray, po~ting out his duct on.your part"-: as Fore- nale, that th~1-.-~ad·.11J~de the/ 
nghts to a full tnal, avenues of th~. told ~ay in a letter only. a

1 

sat11J~ staternent. . . _ : : ; . / 
~p,~l and that hew~, agr~- ijay.earljer --~ rose, ~~ m, ·. ccyou. ar~ not reqmred. t~~ 
m. o a99-year tew. · I~, t s th. - e. next.·f.ew·.·. m··. om. ents poss)jl>ly. 1. argree,or. WI.th draw. o~. anyth.· mg• 
w t you want to do? · e ~e closest to ?iving ~~ ~~~I els!' he tol~ Ray. . . . i . 
as, d. .. . !:!bit 8J! ,oPpOrtUn•ty II) .expI9re 1 . ' ,en Battle agru!l ., a _s 11 ~ 
. - es, I do, s_a1d Ray. . 11 conspiracy theory. Ra 1f the answers _to 11us I e 
, By . so pleading, the Judge "Yo~. honort' . he Q e g a,n vio , sly asked qu_estions wo Id 
warn~, Ray wa~ waiving for- ~se): • • ·: '~I. . wou1d like to . · · , be e same,:Ray said,. "Yes_,"· 
m,1 trial, a mot10~ for a_ new Shme •. g.'' . · :. .· · . . •·• , ! and th~ h~~rmg re~umed to-1~ 
tria. 1, and appeals_ to h1~her /.,All iig·h··· .t,'~ ... a·· gr.ee d .JuJ ~determ!ned end -:-· Ray ,m 
d>urts. "_Has anything b~s1des Battle .. _ . _,,.. , . _, . . , ~r, pnson by nightfall. Y 

thi~sentence of 99 years 1n the ,y"I don't ·want·to change any;. IT WAS A. . p"sode 
· · b om·sed , cunous e 1 

pelentiary ?~en pr t . ~ng. l_have.saiqI d?n t :-,aµt i and :JQlnt S:it?genthale~ a fc:,r-'. 

Y~. by ~yone · ,, , 00 tp a.d. d an. yt. • ~ing·. onto it, et~.r. ··.; 3·· · •. t·. op: aide·: t. o t. -he.· .... !a. t.e .i .. •tty .• ·· ·~· . o, It has not, re ii The only thing I have to say 1s, Ge • .. i{obert Kennedy, and · V! 
R • . I don't exactly accept· the theo- edi ' r ,.pf the. Nasbwll, :T@ es• 

;; as any pres~ure of Y ries pr ~r. Clark. . . ·,, . '. . • " · C,; ~in~~~ ~f; .• ely
1 kind by anyone _m any_way, '~Who 1s Mr.· Clark? asked· .· i_t'' i ht .1,"Quihiili,f,,.• -.. .,IMI') '·"'C!l', 

- · --usec1· on · to et you ·to · · • on·~. n. s.. . ~ .,."'!" ,--, ~ .. -. . . . v~u g ·. . . . . ;, . .. .. ·. . .·. ''. -,, ... .- ·. · .. "·. ,. " ... ,·. ' 
: . . . ,JV . F. . . .' . . - .. ,,,. ,,.. . ...... .. : . Ji..'·~ .......... ·-· , . ,. . .· . .. . . • · .. ,. , ·•." oreman. -- .· ; . . . ""' , ..,._.· •,'ffJ4;1.qe:a: 

' .. · .. gtt.ilty .. '·.''.th·e· Jud.g.e·.~.·, , .. amsey.. Cla·r ..... k ," re. pl'd·. i(.~$;c~ ·r~'' '"';·- .•. eril: :am~1- -:.. .. .,. ·, .... ,.. · · Rj f rring·to the U.S. t- ' · · .. ~, , .. ""' ·· · , ,c ·, • ·what did you · sa · · , a re e . 
1:!(,, .. , ': ~ , • •;·. ·, . - - ~-:· '.; :: to I y _general who has. ~et;i 
~ · , . .:: . · -:<. , , · , , ; ., .. an evtdence. o.f -a :eonsp1ra,,. 
fr:·)ftltlL! , did not .repeat the

1 
"and Mi~Jtoover/~ added Ite:v. 
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;!eo~ytl/c",tf\~:;:·.· . 
·· ~re-WU. ,a chuce :for 'thei 

~ . ·_ tQ ' dejve: in.to Ray's 
-~ ,, .. · S:. of ,conspi~Y, an op­
poi'J;uni~ to fil:l~ .out what, . if 
llllYW,jng, . Ray ''!{8,S keeping1 
secret. ·Here was a chance to 
move to -put down all the ru7 
,~ors and repo~ and ~~orie~I 
.,b<)ut a conspu-acy, wliioh J ., . 
· : .. gar Hoover, ~amsey Clark, . 

• ·1lip Cana. le, ~.·. d most of.'. l.i·. · ,,. y Foren,,an ·said', never · . . . . · . 
. · ' 

I 

.. . :But Judge_Bflttl~ was int ~: 
--:in the narrow issue of e.: 
II.< guilt ~ ' . ·~. he could havi 
titim ·and there ordered Ray t · 
taKe _tpe stand and tell what he 
was ,talking about. 
·: 4 'He did• 'not have the ,pre­
sence to suggest that the de­
fendant., having waived his im­
munity by pleading guilty, 
Illight be· called before a grand, 
jury to see if others were, in' 

fatinvolved. ~ i 
' e administration of j s-

ti~ succeeded in puru. ·shin::, a\ 
gu_ -man. But it made: o: 
pretense of initiating a search 
for truth or- putting down wnat 

ve .. ry·. _well may have been a]·. lie byl_ ay. "_ . . . . 
' ' . ·. . ' 

BECAME· apparent at he 
h a r in g ' s end that Ju ge 
Ba e, who was found dead· of 
natural causes in his. office .20 
days l~ter, may havebeen un­
certain.. himself that justice 
had _b~p served. 
. . ''H9w about conspiracy" and 
tht. punishment· of any co-con­
spiratot~?;' . Battle· asked,. as. 
part· ot···ms. opinion. ''It has 
been esJablished that the pros­
ecution ·at this. time is ·. not in 
possession of enough evidence 

to ini' # . anyone as a co-ci· spira r in thi$ case. Of cou . • 
thi. ·. • s. · · ... f.-.·.·. n. ot c,ondus. ive evide • e 
that' ,t re was no conspirac 
:;,;~mv.~vet, jf this defendant; 
was 'i,member of. a conspiracy I 

tokiU:'O(Dr.··King) no member• 
of ~uch .conspiracy can 'ever, 
live in peace Ot"security, or lie 
:down to _pl~asarit dreams, 'be­
:cause in· this state there is no 
statute of limitation in .capital , • I 

1 --such as this .•• : - · · -· 1 

1 
: • " mlet was right whe~. el' 

-.· ... 'Fo.r ·tn.urde.r~ tho. ugh it,. ' ' . ' ton ' ·'will . k 1 

,' ''~; :,-,~··., ··i .. I 

I: t. . ,,).Jn..- · :tntraCUioµ.s,, · _r-
t. ,. t .. 1:, ; ., . · ·.. .· , . ~' -. i 

• • 

F..oreman · 
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The. "Ing· 1D)7ster,At ~· -•o -µ 
}James Earl Ray--
Was he · the killer? 

e r: 

-·-

By Robert Gruenberg deal of which came from holdups, according 
Of Our Washington Bureau to ie FBI and his ·biographer, William B~--d-r 

for Huie, he was alble to buy a white • s-: 
WASHINGTON - Four years after the !a~ i car for $1,995 only four months after I is 

murder of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jal reak. . 
Jr., the greatest_ black leader of ~s time and Eleven months after fleeing prison, on 
teacher of nonviolence, the questions refuse March 29, 1968, a mari whom salesman Don-
to die with him. i ald F. Wood of Aeromarine Sup.ply Co. in Bir-

Who killed him and why? : mingham, Ala., identified as Harvey Low-
Is James Earl Ray - the 44-year-old ex•1· meyer - and who so signed a sales slip -1 

convict, stickup artist, auto thief and general bought a Remington model 700, caliber .243 1 

miscreant now serving 99 years in Ten- 1 "pump action" Winchester rifle, had a Red­
nes;e~s Brushy Mountain State Prison - 1 field telescopic sight mounted, on it, and also! 
guil · as he has pleaded? i· picked up 20 rounds of ammunition. • 

Di l}.e have accomplices? Who planned e THAT SAME afternoon, Wood said, "Some-
act -1 slaying, pulled the trigger, provi , d one identifyi.ng himself as Lowmeyer called 
the escape scheme and offered shelter? If on the telephone and stated that he Id a 
Ray didn't do it all himself, why doesn't he conversation with his brother and ha I de­
say who did? · cided that he wished to exchange the rifl ... 

All those questions were presumed settled ~or a Remington model 760, 30.06-caliber 
- and are still so regarded by the FBI and (Although Lowmy~r ap~ars as th~ gna­
Shelby County (Tenn.) authorities· - at a, ture on the gun sales shp, the receipt was 
hearing that took only 144 minutes in a Mem- made out to "Lowmeyer." Subsequent extra­
phis courtroom, on March 10, 1969. It was ditiolapers for Ray use both spellings.) 
Ray's 41st birthday, tmd by evening he was, . (Th. ref~rence to the "conver~ation with 
behind prison walls. / his br ther . was to become a vexmg part of 

· the R case for the FBI. It was the peg for 
~ODAY, EV~N to raise the is~ue of his the - I conspiracy complaint, secured 20, 

~It, or the guilt he may share with others, days after Dr. King's murder, against one 
i~itates - if not downright angers -the Jus- "Eric Starvo Galt," identified later by the 
tice Department and the FBI, which spent a federal agents as "Lowmeyer" and Ray, be-
reported $1.6 million to catch him. sides several other aliases. ' 

Speculating on these questions, and scores (It was the only time U.S. officials termed: 
of others in the case, is .as disturtbing as the Dr. King's slaying the result of a conspiracy. 
q;e · es themse_ lve_s ___ • ~h-ey lead only to ~er; The action was tak<:jn while the FBI and then 
p s over wllo fired the shot that ft, Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark were insisting - as 
Am· ·ca shaking and sparked fires, riots d they have since - that no conspiracy lis-
killi s across the nation. . ted.) " I. 

questions were not explored in depth atl , · 
the hearing before the Shelby County jury ofj LOWM~YER, Wood sa~d, r~turned then', xt 
12 men, two of them black. All had agreed! day, ~ce1ved the new rifle m exchange or 
beforehand to abide by the "guilty" pleal the f , st, had the scope transferred, and also 
worked out by Ray's lawyers and the prose-!1 got 3 1

,

1 

.06-caliber ammunit~on for it.· . 
cution and approved by the judge, in ex-, (A eek later, on April 16, Wood viewed 
chanlfor 99 years. . t. 1

1 

seven photos, &ele~ted one, and told two F'Bl• 
• - - agents: "I can't say exactly at this time, but 

AN: ESCAPEE from the Missouri te, I think this is the man. To the best of my 
Peni tiary on April_ 23, 1967 - he hid • a! memory I believe this is the man who bought 
bakerv truck's ov~:rs1z~d .... bread. box~ ~l the gun." The man he identified, according to 
traveled to Chic~go; Los Angeles, New Or- the FBI, was Ray.) 
leans, Mexico and Canada. Between 3 and 3: 30 p.m. o~April 4 - five 

r • (iay subsequently is reported to haveie-, days Jlfter the rifle· purchase·s - a neatly; 
'nie the ''.breadbox escape," saying he sea edl dreled "John Will_a.rd" showed up a.t ~ _ch,Pi 
~ th prison's walls by usi,ng a 13-foot win w roo ing house at 422½ S. Main St. in M •: 
4 po to reach a prison-building roof d phi a:nd rented room 5B ($8.50 weekly) a t! 
r;:d from there to freedom.) . rej ting a $IO room in ,an ~d_jacent wi~~-- ·. _.- ::·' 1 

' mi~gly never short .. Qf .111oney, a gQ<)d -:rhe sha~by bedroom's wmdow fa<?~.t~~: 

• 
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.... • 
-opposit~ wing's 'btick. wall, bu_t o~~ co_• u_1_.,~ 1 dro._pped it also .. sped. off in thew. bite Mustang 
biamng out - _see the Lorraine_ M I,, parked a few feet away, but he did notlee 
r ing house and across a street, where r.'I ; , . 1 

• 

m e than 200 feet diagonally and behind hel hi¼walkitig, on Main. St. · 

Ki was staying ·in Room 306. But an even, : , E FBI IDF:NTIFI~D the• item~ m1 the 
better view was available from the bathroom, bu le through fmgerprmts on the rifle, he 
·at the end of the hall. • · I telescopic sight, the · binoculars, the beer -. 

1 
cans, the newspaper - which had located Dr ... 

S~ORTLY AFTER r_enting the room, ac-: King's room as No. 306 in the Lorraine - and ft 
cording to the prosecution, Ray - who later: other items, and tied thein to Ray. f, 

• 

wa~ identified as "John Willard" - drovihis; The Mustang, which was located six days l;; 
whi Mustang several blocks down Mai S!·' later near a housing project in Atlanta, had 
to York Arms ~o., where he bought a air been parked there, Atlanta police said, since 
o~ b oculars, paym~ $41.55, and return , . to the morning after the slaying. 
his II om, after p~rkmg the Mustang on Main\ Ray, the FBI said later, fled to Canada and, =,=,f. 
St. near the roomme house. , . · .11 1 C d' rt d h' Dr. Km2 

Once upstairs Ray made "two or three" usmg an 1 ega ana ian passpo , ma e is 
tripf o the bathroom, according to one of ti, way under the name of Ramon Geor~e Sneyd 
chie prosecution witnesses Charles Quitm . to England and Portugal. Because his name 
step ens. ' on the passport was misspelled "Sneya," 

. . . . ' sources at the Canadian embassy in Lisbon 
St hens, with ~1s wife, Grace, occup1 h n ed it to "Sneyd" at Ray's request. 

6B, a two-room umt next to the bathroom. A, c a g . 
pensioned, tubercular war veteran, he swore He came back to ~nglan_d and was on his 
in an affidavit two months after the slaying of. wi to Brus~els, p~hce said, w~en Scotlid 
Dr. King that he "assumed" the footsteps he Y~ d closed m on him at London s Heathr w 
heard leaving Room 5B next door were those A1 ort on June 8, 1968 - two months d 
of the man he had glimpsed earlier when the; fo . days after the shot that was he d 
l!,lndlady, Mrs. Bessie Brewer, was showing; around the world. 
"John Willard" Room 5B. · 

STEPHENS WAS repairing a small radio, 
he said, when "sometime between 5 and 6 
p.m." he heard a shot. "I could tell it came, 
from the bathroom because it was very ioud i 
and the partition between my kitchen and the 1 

batJioom is thin plyboard." · 
A inst a background of "yelling and ,1-

leri " that came from the Lorraine - wh ! e 
Dr .. ing lay dying, or dead; on the balcony f 
the motel - Stephens said that he opened , is 
door and "looked toward the bathroom." 

"The (bathroom) door was open and it was 
empty," he declared in his affidavit. "Then I 
went to the banister and looked the other 
way. I saw a man running near the end of the 
hallway .... He was carrying a bundle in his 
right hand ... at least three or four feet long,; 
and six or eight inches thick. (It) appeared to'. 
be wrapped in what looked like newspaper." i 

AT THE HALL'S opposite end the man 
turned left (toward the exit• stairs). "Al-. 
though I did not get a long look at him before 
he turned left, I think it was the same man I 

Ray 

saw earlier with Mrs. Brewer. . . . (He) had· ~~-llli ... 
on ~ d~:k suit, the same as the man I saw The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King (second from. right) stands ·on· tbe balcony ·Of die 
ear her· . Met· phis hotel where he was shot . in approximately the sa~e spot wbere · . the j·. . et 

A few moments later, Guy Warren Canipe, str '
1 
k him. This photograph ·was taken th ei day before the assasai~tion, and Dt.. I 

Sr., owner of a juke box and record company; is 1

, nked by the Rev. J~sse L. Jackson of Chicago, with whom· he spolce as the .~ 
at the street level of the rooming house,: sho was fired, and by the Rev. Ralph David Abernathy, who later became head ·. · ·e­
"heard a thud" at his store's front door. He 1 southern Christian Leadership Conference. Man at far left is unidentified. ·~ 
and two customers, according to. the testi- · 
mony stipulated to at the hearing, looked up 
and saw a bundle dropped by a white man in 
th;t1::w:;~pped, not in newspaper, acer-[ 
ing his affidavit, but "some type of gr n 
clot ," with a gun barrel protruding from ·t. 
He said he did not know if the man w o: 
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• ' 

~-·_ ... _._-_~.--. '·"ut· ·D, on·_,''. ;vi,.,..,.· 's· t '"',. .. J-:.:1;, 
ft.. .n~-m o nu ,. · • ..,-... 
, , · . • .· . • ' . · 

1 la, notonly kept wa.tch oni. 
:Byltobert Gruenberg · ' . ' said he was c n-1 . 's activities,. but in · e: 
:_of Our Washington Bure.au • ~-.. tly on the alert for tbe_ e, n __ -1 bl k leader's assemlblag_ e_ ti_. 
1 _. ~, . cy elemen~, a sta nt: th Lorraine Motel in Memp . s 
,:· WASHINGTON - The gov .. -,tlPpOrted by his former stlh-! there was a Justice Depa.rt­
;t;mment officials who sent ~dmates. · ment community relations ser• 
~s Earl Ray to prison for "·i'~My _ approach was to never vice aide.) 
;99 years for the slayirt~ of the ~ve a st0ne unturned, to seek The possibility of black ex­
;R~v. Dr. Martin Luther King ~o~~tantly to ~et~; whole sto-i tremist involvement evoked a 
.J!. are_ certain they did the r/, Clark ~aid. I have_ not;'' fairly strong reaction" 
:rtght thing. · -~~ ~y evidence that, ~1 

1
• er among investigators soon after 

: Right after saying so,: !sf.; . tively_ or subj-ec~iv ly, the murder, along with virtual-J ... ' gh, they near. ly all ad:.· a.f .· · . , tes -: m my ev~~uatio -1 Iy. eve.ry other conceivable. su·. s-. t ... " / ~. ~ss1ble conspiracy. : ~- Pi c' ion' s~id Clark. Con,. 
e strength of the "b ", ~ mg 1 · see (m the Y1• i' uently, numerous gro!. 

_es: The former Justice e-i denc~! tends to go the opposite ging from the fat" left . oi 
tlartment civil rights assistant! ;yvay. ; v conservative, inclu · g 
~ho helped extradite Ray from 1 : YET A HINT of doubt - gro "Uncle Tom'' elemen , 
:England now says: .. "There howev;r indirect - crept into w~;e probed. . · 
were a lot of inexplicable as- Clark's evaluation. "I had a There had always been a 
pects" to the case. The Mem- great hope there would be a/ fascination on the part of some 
phis prosecutor of Ray, Shelby trial (of Ray)," he said. "iAt that it might be some black_ 
bmnty Atty. Gen. Phil M. Ca- the time he pleaded guilty, I/ grou~. We saw some evidence 
pale, says quietly, "If we get had a very strong reaction to that it was an effort to mislead 
!S0me legitimate information, it." us. I had lived close enough to 
~e'll be glad to run it down. Technically the federal gov- the currents and crosscurrents 
~ere_ is no statute of limita- 1ernment was not part of the (of ~lack protest) to doubt it." 
lions m Tennessee on first-de- state's trial process against Fmally, he added, "We've. 
:~ee murder." , Ray, even though the FBI had always got to run down ev:~ry 
· Canale's investigators combed supplied Canale with major in- lead, to run down the truth. 
l>,000 pages of police re- vestigative assistance and, re- But we have to be car!l 

po_·_._· rts. from here and abro• ad,. portedly, the. agreement .. _for alut oursel~e.s _ when w .. e qu .­
s ·. died 300 pieces of phy I Ray to plead guilty had been ti, everything. J\m~nca · -
e dence and followed le . in clea d with U.S. officials; ' r b J Y wants to fmd- c 1 

-

I ign countries. He is c on- 1 R , inded that at his he!/ r- s a~i~s"_ beca~~'~they re­v· ced no miscarriage of '"us-1 ing : ay seemed to be on .i e lie us of the responsibility,, 

::;~~r;::a~e~_a;~tyl~y'' wai_ guilty, but riot soi_elysol.: Ii:~:! c~s=iid~ch as _:s .. 
,, unt · the court resumed 1ts}re · ' . 
~:!!!e between the state set i ourse of having the . vi, STEPHEN ~ollack, C ' ·1 
~ · . den : stipulated, Clark I id:: Rights Division chief under 

THE QUESTION that puz- "It as foolish and unwise not Clark,' and Fred Vinson Jr., his 
ties many, of course, has been to hear him out." Criminal Division chief, gener­
•hether the 44-year-old ex-con-! T h e antagonism between ally agreed with Clark as to 
l,ict, who since his imprison-I Clark and FBI Director J. Ed- the thoroughness of the in­
~nt has twice tried to break 

1

1 gar Hoover has been well-chro- vesti. ·,gation and the lack of evi• 
iut, was alone in the murder I nicled, but even so Clark dence pointing to a conspiracy. 
fl" had accomplices. '. praised the FBI part in the in- But Nathan Lewin; a Wash­
~- If be had accomplices, who vestigation. . ' i n g t on attorney who. also 
l,rere they? · "I don't remember any in-' served as a top assistant in the 
~----. ~abid racists, who wanted to vestigation that was done so'i Civil Rights Division, and had 

Dr. King and his move- thoroughly," he said. "I felt: a key role in Ray's extradition, 
!;nent wiped out? ·· the bureau had the strongest today is not altogether satis­
', Bl ck extremists,, against and highest self-interest (in/ fied with the theory, that Ray 
"1tto Dr. King was wagin,apui· g every lead) becaie! acted alone. . d 
ft! ... · 1 t l e-discussed, bu. t a. I . __ · _st it · h.e . slaying) was a gr. t. i said. th. ere __ w_ e. r. e. ,.a· 1ot. ileldrate, rear-guard · e- em rrassment to Hoover r.- ine plicalble -aspects'' to 

./ ? : · so lly, and the bureau ge -~ ca ,_ citing · Ray's . • 
· ·· -- - -- - ·-- · - ally." ; si. alism and his ~g a 
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Canadian passport 

"t· ere were -all sortsi· of 
16c>r$1 e~ds _ that left. one ~ th 
the; eeling ... that there ~ as 
roo · - for investigation/' ; he 
said~ "I can't say the _ state­
ment is wrong that there was 
no distinct evidence pointing to 
a conspiracy. 

"ON 1'1E OTHER hand, I: 
couldn't point to anything that1 

said affirm~tively it was a 
one-man job. • • . I have the 
feeling today that it was not · ~ 
one-man job." / 

Aside from the "hired !as7 
sin"ieory, two other rea n~ 
are I enerally ad-vanced t~­
whi I Ray would want to I ·u 
Dr. 1 ing: One, Ray is a_ "rac1 
ist. ,,--- Two, he _-sought'' -ever-1 

las!·. g "fame,. for an ihe 
th·-. gh t .. many A~erf ns 
woul welcome. Clark ; eans 
som I hat to the first, al · gh 
concediri_g Ray wasn't ."the 
wildest racist" bent · on such 
acts; ·but he believes more 
firmly in the second. 

Lewin is unable to agree., 
Even though Ray has been de-' 
scribed .as disliking blacks, Le-, 
win thinks Ray was not so/ 
"heled" about it as to- j· m1. mit urder. "He-was a twl bit 
thie a holdup man, the I; ·n~ 
that takes jobs for mo y, "l 
Lewin said. · :, 

The "fame" theory runs_ 
counter to the evidence that 
Ray did everything possible to ' 
conceal his identity, said Le- ' 
win. 

But _ it is possible, he con­
cedes, . that an intricate psy­
chological explanation exists 
to_ justify a killer taking great 

pai-1-not to get. caught, r· ut wis g so, anyway, or at 1 st, 
wis g it to be known he c .: 
initt , the "crime of the ce • 
ry." - .. - ---

• • 

Hoover 
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Kmg mystePy: Was Kay,'Bifflf,~' 
a patsy. in ~~lli,ig?I ·· ···· ·~ ··~ 
By Robert Gruenberg -what was widely interpreted: Q. Stephens, a disabled veter- ing _ from the rifle traced to Oft1,.ur Washington Buret as i ~ethical fee-split"ng! ani,iWho occupied Room :B, Rali - - -. - ~ 

ii ASHINGTON - "I . k rel I onship. - , - , ne -to the room rented_ by '" • s. a result of my exa - I 

, · . F ·. sterwald thinks . the Ra says he heard the ot inat · n of the submitted_ rifle 
he.' _a plam, nat-o~t pa. . ma - zine was "leaked" I e, fir l that killed Dr. King, nd det _mi_ned that it p_roduce~:,_ -
~ 1s not to say hes a hly- story by a federal agency hisi saw a man - who later was i·e eral rifling impression on 
white char~cter. But_ he had

1 
committee was investigating. idt:_:tified as Ray - heading fi id bullets having-the-I: s1~ 

never-been m Memp~s be~orel He left Capitol Hill shortly a:- tow_ ~d the room_ ing h0,use exit c I characterist_ ics of_ th-__ o __ 1 on __ -
- he had a helluva time find-_ terward. , at the end .of the corridor. I submitted bullet,,_ said 
ing tbat rooming house." : Aided by Harold Weisberg, a' When he viewed a photo of Robert Fraziet, chiet'-Q _ ·th~ 

The- sPE;alrer is one of J runes _ fol]ller reporter, investigator Ral released by the FBI 1,. s FBI's- !ire_ ~den__ tif-i~tion un-_ it m __ . __ 
Earl Ray s three lawyers, who and author of two ibooks criti- th two weeks afterwa · , an affidavit. made ·part. of the 
sought unsuccessfully to get cal of the John •F. Kennedy ne s reports quoted Steph I s extradition file. · __ _ , 
the O.Onvicted slayer of the' and Dr. King investigations, as ying, it "doesn't reg i - - But, Frazier added: : , . 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Fensterwald and another aide, te_ ." In his for_ma_l affidavit in "Because ,of distortion due :to 
Jr. -out of the east Tennessee James Lesor, the Tennessee the extradition file he said that mutilation and._ insufficient 
pri~m where he is serving 99 Court of Criminal Appeals for o ;)Ap.ril 24, 1968 - 20 da I af- marks of value, I could d!aw 
ye . . ' a n trial or a hearing to e- te I the murder - he iden ied no conclusion as to whether. or 

Ra lawyer here - he ha wer __ turned down Feb. 24. i " ted" flyer as "lo · g f i r e d from the submittE:?d 
two thers in Memphis and A . . ·__ · very much like" the man who rifle." · 
la.l!ta _ - · would proclaim hi THE THll~~ ms1st -- .~here

1 

became identified as Ray. . 
client's innocence as a matter are scores of loose ends and1 • THE DROPPED BUN LE. 
of urse even though the BI un swered questions whi 1 

- BUT STEPHENS' ability to A · ! ntral point in the ·: ate's 

by ounty (Tenn.) have de - ould pomt not only . a, the slaying is_ challenged by! di , ely after the slaying, f the 
cid otherwise. 1 co piracy, but show ~hat ay: Fensterwald. He said that a 1 rif , binoculars, personal ef-

B T MILLIONS of A ri- was wrongfully convicted on\ Memphis cabdriver, James M. fec_t_s, beer cans and -other 
cans, while far from agreeing! the evidence so far disclosed. · Mccraw, had made a state-, 
that Ray is a ~'patsy," are also Here are examples of some ment five weeks before Ray's 
convinced that he alone did not1 of the issues they raise and the. trial to the Memphis public de-• 
plan and carry out the execu-, questions they ask: , 

1 
fende~'~ offi~: that belied Sta-

tion of the ~artyred black! • FINGERPRINTS: -The FBI, i phf. s 1dent1f~cation. -
leader of nonviolence from a according to records submitted: · cCra~ said he had g.one_ !

1 second-floor batm:oom of_ ~ at the time of Ray's extra- th I rooming house to ~1ck. 
1 

s l e a z y Memphis roon:img
1 

dition from England where he St hens shortly before 6. 1, 

house on that fateful Apnl 4,.1 was captured in June, 1968,: P·?1·• the fatal mome?t fo~ D i 
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1968• , . . I founjhis prints on the rifle, : ,~mg, and found him . ~n ! 
Ray s Memphis lawyer 1s teles pie sight, binocull ! very d run ken cond1t1on, 

Bernard Fensterwald Jr., H~- and umerous other ite _ fully clothed and unable to get 
v~d-educ~ted~ a Te~nessean trac to Ray. : out of bed. 
hillf with mcome mde,. n- B t t d"ff h . (The Mccraw statement is ED IT 10~, •• RED STREAK . _ . u repor s 1 er on w e -: - . _ • •1, 
den of his law practice, a , a . t f d . R 1- alluded to m at least two books 
tho in the side to gov · rn- er- prm s were oun m oom' bl' h d b t th Ki r 

• • · I 5B that Ray rented; Fenster- pu 1~ e a ou e n~ mu· DARYLE FELDME IR 
me officials. - I wald contends that neither the der.) However, Stephens com-, ED ITCR: 

Formerly counsel to a en-1 . . -mon-law wife Grace Stephens,, 
ate subcommittee probing fed-· FBI nor the hearmg at which d 'd' M C . . 1 R d h , ten s to contra 1ct c raw, m 

3violations of pnvacyj-he1_. ay was sentence ' says t ati th ff'd ·t . "h 
· · ' 1· they were r: ano er a 1 av1 , saying e 

wa also an aide to the I te ·. . had not had much to drink that 
1 tors Estes Kefauver D- The furniture m Ray's room; day,, 

Te .) and Thomas C. n-. was .moved, allowing a better: · 
nings (D-Mo.). view - however awkward -' •"THE DEAm BULLET: If 

of the Lorraine Motel, where: he should win an evidenti$ 
WAS ALSO an assis nt K · h h 

ormer Sen. Edward C. Dr. - mg was staymg w ef e hiring, Fensterwald _ pla · s 
w~ slain .. Who moved it, nd gr t reliance on f,reeing y; 

(D-Mo.), who lost a re h t · t 'f - h f FBI b l ·on bid after Life m : a- w prJI s, i any, re o e report o an - a s-
zin . 1967 connected him a fo d? asks Ray's lawyer. . , ti_ -expert, who says he cannot 

. ~_m_ ENTIFIC A'TION·. Charlej P_. mpomt the fatal slug as c~m-Teamsters Union ~_tome_y_ ~ n. ~ 
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items, all wrapped in , i· I · 
and brown bedspread in . ·: , 
dooi; of the Canipe Am e­
men ., on the street Ieve f 
the · ming house. These were 
later ced to Ray. -

"Can you imagine someone 1 

committing murder, then tak­
ing several minutes to pack a 
six-pack of beer, a gun and a 
shaving kit, then · taking it all 
down to the street-and dump­
ing it?" asked Fensterwald. 

• 

Ray was only a few steps 
~way from his car into which _ 
he could have stowed it au,: James Earl Ray 
and then dumped it in the Mis-I 
sissippi River several blocks I 
away, he said. · \ 

State's Atty. Gen. Phillip Ca-[ 
nale the prosecutor, ansirs: 
that ay, "rather than be g: 
cau t with the evidenc' , "I 
drop d it in the amusem '. t \ 
com any alcove after spotting 1 

a squad car · parked near -his 

M1· tang. In apparent panithe: 
rid ·mself of the incrimi t-1 

ing elongings and sped a y, 
ace rding to Canale. 

I 

T H E R E ARE numerous 1 

other points that Fensterwald ! 
argues need clearing up if the i 
cloud of conspiracy is to dis- 1 

solve. 
"We !have other evidence 

to show Ray was at another 
place in Memphis at the time of: 
the~ooting-a garage," f' ys 
Fen e;rwald, but .he will ot: 
ela ate. · 

Ra has said that a s-, 
terious "Raoul" had aided him: 
during his first hideout period 
in Canada, after fleeing the 
Missouri State Prison in April, 
1967. "Raoul" had given him 
money with which to buy the1 
Mustang, according to earlier! 
published stories. 

"I do not know if that's 
made-up name or not," says 
Fensterwald. "Some pepple 

thinkie is an accompiceidl 
Ray ill not discuss it. W getl. 
along retty well, but he es 
not .st any one human b -ing' 
100 per cent.'~ · 

• 
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· Was· a):-fr 
~i()timl _ 
By Robert~rg • The- "Raoul" story. over the rail speaking-;to:fs 
Off ur Washington Bureau ! ~y insisted throughout that, liltenants in the co~." d 
La in a series he . as aided by a myistei·· ous: bh wh. Inste~d, accof. rdd1~,to, 

· "R ul," a man who pro • ded t I t eory, 1t was ire . ! 
1 ASHINGTON - Long af r hi · with money and ins c- b h~s on a slope below . e! 

the passing of James Earl tions. It was "Raoul" wh as roommghouse. : _·· 
Ray, now serving 99 years as actually at the shooting scene' Harold "Cornbread" Caglr, 
the convir:ted killer of ~he Rev./ in Memphis, who dashed down- 1 an habitue o! the area, 1s• 
Dr. Martin Luther Kmg Jr.,, stairs from the second-floor quoted as saymg the man _ ,o 
the world will be arguing: : rooming house where the fatal fired the shot was so closCo 

'f:·as he, indeed, guilty'>~ori shot had been fired and into him that he threw up grG,el 
the ·ctim of a frameup?" I Ray's Mustang. And it wasi aiainst him as he fled~. 811>-i 
-- ii-e 1 at e·s t --··author n-1 '·'Raoul" who fled the car sev-: n Jones, Dr. King's fh-~-: 
ves gator . to have his sa isl1 eral bloc:ks away, never to bel f I r said he ~aw som~o~ . ,·. er 
Gerold Frank of New Yofk. Af- seen agam, say~ Ray. , t sc~ne with a wh1te;

1
~1!'t 

t au f h h I But Frank points out, though over his head. • :, •· 1 

er · 72 years O rese~rc . ' e' Ray insisted he had met/ Both backed way froni~ tll.r' 
c?ncludes ~hat Ray did 1~, all "Raou_ l" at least 20 times -: s t o r i e s ; says Frankl:, . o 
himself. His new book, An and i'n public places - 'I' ot: talked at length with : y 
~merican Death," was pub-1 once'·•. has· he bee? ~ble to g · ~1 Foreman, a defense_ la~ · r 
hshed Tuesday. / a na · e or descnpt10n of a - R~y. (Ray has smce ·,_ , . -

Frank is frank to admit that one o had seen them tog ~ d1ated Foreman.) • 
he 1. too started off cotNi!dl er, or who could corrobor te 1 kn. led : 

' ' • • • - 1 "Raoul's" existence. . FRANK ac o_w ges -.e 
of onspirac_y, hi[. book . tie! •The white --- Mu S4'a 11_ .. g did not speak to Ray ~orlllt.n1 
wa to be "Conspiracy he1 . ""~ • ~- ' ·..-:"I 

· ' 1 1 "chase." :; • ·· several other persons who, S·, 
Sto of The Men Who Pio d; ·i· cording to advocates of '.iiej 
and Carried Out the A!sassina-.,: 0 LeJ .. than a hla~f hour .:r: conspiracy theory, would .. tmfd: __ · 
tion of Martin Luther King r1•. mg. was s am, Me?1f 11>1ds to show that Ray was not al-! 

· • po 1 airwaves were:.., e · · ~ , 
Jr." . : with eports of a white, Mas- o~e--:-nr that the cas~ ~st( 

"I HAD NO AXE to grind," tang_ being pursued by ~iti-! him is cl~~dy. · ,;\(~ _ 
F ,._,,. t Id . I f h · zen m a blue 1966 Pontiac at In addition, Frank a~o~l 

rculA o me. n act, e ' . . .., , e!es that he did not speak to. 
said, he experienced "such a: speeds of_ up. to 100 m~n: ·. 1 h •R . :,: , ·t-· 
'nk' f h rt" -th fur- hour-with a man in the -..i.s- s era ot er pro ay.:·. WI . 

s1 mg O ea as e . . . "'!WI' n ses because the ev~EIJlce 
ther he delved the more he re~ tang firmg at his- PU{•r. · ·, . . . .. . "b'i 
1• d h uld t d t. th , This "chase" has alway$tlien a I mst the1~ aI:eady Pt',_&1-·: 

a 1~ e co no es roy e 1 • • • .,. ...,_ 1 e d stones 1s soi'':-, 
"one-man-acting-alone" theo-1 cited as a .prime piece -0f.,:-ii11e e hzl . th· d ·" . .. 

. ' conspiracy. "": . w e mmg at to o . I p-, 
ry · . !1 i peared pointless, he says.~ -.~. . 

It was expecially humbling, Hard_ly, e~lam~ F7ank._ Ex-, There. remains the que ·iJ.:: 
Frank added, because he was t :[,' s 1 v e mvest1gat1on ~er-: why would Ray _ a ll:18\1 O 
presumed (because of previous mi .1

• d there was no . <:1--.. , -: failed at nearly everythihg ~ ! . 
study of conspiracies) to be t~~', a youth ope~atm •i~. I a: sought to do, legal of totb!f: 
aware of tlie possibilities of in- citi n~ band ~adio. hat;-. n-: wise~ murder Dr. King?· ., · 

· trigue that escape other men. gaged m a stupi?, highl ;.,., ~ -; Precisely because of t!A, 
But in his current volume, gerous and pohce-frus~!ng I Frank a,sserted, the real ill­

F r a n k goes to deliberate prank. · :.; ; I sons defy simple explanatio 
lengths, frequently exposing • Toe shot from the buslies. 1 Poorness, accented later. 
details that had not surfaced! This theory holds that:,Jhe 1 perverse "anti-communis 
earlier, to destroy the care-! fatal shot on April 4,· ~~:Did: hate preachmen(s and an 
fullnurtured conspiracy thl- not led the 206 feet fr!J.1eJie, ~ro feeling apparently 
rie that hold out Jame_s~E_ ~ seco -floor ~athroom of ;ai ! up in ·the idea to ~1,8; 
Ra as only a pli~ble tool. 1 shah Y roommghou~e te e: g," Frank said... ,-_ 

.
1 
, bale Y of the Lorraine )I ,

1
. 'He had a score to 

from ~~y:~ FEW exa~pl -~ whe!'.'~_Dr._ Kin was Id with society_ - and ,he 

I 

7... I 
,,. - ,>!/-
.... ~,.,. I 
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