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ASOVE FIRNISHED FOR INFORMAT ION OF BUREAU FOR REFERRAL
T0 DEPARTHENT. ALL OFFICES HOLD SPECIFIC LEADS IN ABEYAMNCE
FEIDING INSTRUCT IONS FROM BUREAU

. H
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MIRKIN

RESETEL SUNE 2, 1977 R
SEATTLE INSIRE THAT XEITH ERNIST LANONICA IS’ COGNIZANT

OF THE SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF DEPARTHENT OF JUSTICE ORDER ,
@D. 21 10.2 REGARD ING WITNESS PROTECTION. THIS ORDER STATES . -
IRDER "CONDITIONS FOR FROTECT ION*; THAT THS FROTECTION OF A
VITVESS AND MEMBERS OF A WITNESS FAMILY IN A FEDERAL -
RIMINAL FROCEEDING IS5 A LOCAL OR STATE POLICE HATTER TO

£ HANDLED BY THOSE AUTHOR ITIES. EXCEPTIONS TO THIS POLICY
VILL BE ALLOVED OKLY UPON THE FIDING OF TYE ASSISTAMNT
 ATTORNEY GENSRAL OF THE CONCERNED DIVISON THAT TIE

10 p 1977 =S
) A N R {
W 7, I
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PAGE TVO ST (44-371) CLEAR |
| FROPOSED VITNESS HEETS ALL OF TIE rc:.l.ownr COD IT IONS:

(1) THE PERSON IS A QUALIFYDNG VITIESS IN A SPECIFIC

CASZ IN PROCESS OR DIRING OR AFTER A eaam JIRY PROCEEDIIG 3
@) EVIDENCE IN POSSESSION. IN)ICATES THAT THE LIFE OF THE
VITNESS. AtD/OR THAT OF A MEMBER OF THE WITNESS FAMILY R
HOUSEHOLD IS IN IMMED mzf.xsoréxqv AW (3) EVIDENCE

IN POSSESSION INICATES IT VILL BE ADVANTASEOUS.TO THE
FEDERAL INTEREST FOR THE DEPARTHENT TO FROTECT THE WITNESS
ARD/OR A, FANILY OR MOUSEHOLD HENBER. THIS GRDER STATES
THAT .REQUESTS FOR mou:cr I0N OF A VITNESS SHALL BE MADE
THROWGH THE U. S. ATTORNEY OR BY A DIVISION ATTORMEY
OF THE' DEPARTHENT. ACCORD INGLY, YOU suouw HAKE 'SIRE THAT-
LAMONICA IS ADVISED THAT IF KE DESIRES TO PIRSUS THIS HATTER
I"DER THE WITNESS PROTECTION PROGRAM, HE SHOULD CONTACT THE
APPROPRIATE U S. ATTORNSY AMD/OR THE DEPARTHEMNT FOR THEIR
CONSIDERATION AS TO WHETHER GR. MOT HE IS A QUALIFYING VITIESS
AS SET FOATH ABOVE. YOU SHOULD ALSO ADVIST LANONICA TO
NOTIFY THE APPROPRIATE LOCAL AUTHORITIES OF THE FEARS

IE HAS FOR HIS PERSONAL SAFETY AD THAT OF HIS FAWILY,

! i
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PAGE TIREE SE (44-371) QLEAR

ALL OFFICES COMUCT WO INWESTIGAT ION CONCERNING
THIS LAMONICA ALLEGATION SINCE THIS MATTER HAS BEEN

REFERRED TO T!E DEPARTMENT AR 0 INVESTIGATION IS BEINS

, / :
WDUCTED ULESS SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED BY THEZ DEPARTMENT,
- :
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TO DIRECTOR (44-38861> ROUT INE
DALLAS ROUTINE - ] il
KHOXVILLE ROUT INE
KENPHIS ROUTINE
NEV ORLEANS ROUTINE
SEATTLE '(44-371) ROUTINE -
o )
(LEAR
BURKIN.
REBUTEL 70 SEATTLE, JUIE 3, 1977,

" ON JUNE 3, 1977, KEITH ERNEST LAMONICA LOCATED PALY
'BEACH HAVALIAN MOTEL, PALM BEACK, FLOR DDA, AND AT THIS TIME
WADE AWARE OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF DEPARTHENT OF JUSTICE
REGULATIONS CONCERNING VITNESS FROTECTION. THIS INFO IN-
(LUDED WHOM M SHOULD CONTACT IN EVENT S DESIRES CR IS
ILIGISLE FOR PROTECTION AN) THE TIREE COMNITIONS NECESSARY
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PAGE TVO 1 44-1854 QLEAR'
T0 QUALIFY.

LAHONICA ADVISED THAT WHILE KT HAS SOME CONCERN FOR
FROTECTION, HIS WAIN INTEREST IS TO DETERMINE IF RAFAEL

. "MARTINEZ, AN ALLEGED "HIT MAN® IN NEV CILEANS, LOUISIANA,

DOEZS ACTUALLY POSE A TIREAT TO HIM. LAMONICA WAS ADVISED
THAT N0 SUCH DETERNINATION OOULD BE MADE ARD KE STATED HE
IS PROSAELY GOING TO MoV ORLEANS IN THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS
AD WILL PURSUE THIS LOCALLY; HOWEVER, CLAIMED HE VOULD
FROBABLY CONTACT FBI AT M2V ORLEANS WHILE THERE. LAMONICA
CONTENDED HIS INVESTIGATION INTO CAPTIONZD MATTER HAS PRO~
DUCED NEWSWORTHY INFORWATION AN THAT HE INTENDS TO PURSUE
HIS INVESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSINAT oM, |

B
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R MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) (P)
T0 DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE
JACKSON IMMEDIATE ’
SAN ANTONIO IMMEDIATE
gr ‘
WCLASE FTO | T
ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH BUILDING.
WRKIN. '
ON AUSUST 18, 1978, GENE BARKSDALE, SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY
SHER IFF*S OFFICE, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE , FURNISHED FOLLOWING :  °
AT APPROXIMATELY 9:15 Pl ON AUGUST 17, 1978, AN INDIVIDUAL
w{0 IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS BURGESS AUDIE WILSON TELEPHONICALLY
QNTACTED SHERIFF BARKSDALE AT THE SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S
_ OFFICE SUB-STATION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. WILSON FURNISHED SHERIFF
BARKSDALE BACKGROUND INFORMATION REGARDING BARKSDALE AND INFOR-
¥aT ION REGARD ING PERSONS KNOYN TO BARKSDALE AS' MEMBERS OR FORMER
EMBERS OF THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS,
IN YHICK BARKSDALE HAS BEEN ACTIVE FOR 26 YEARS. WILSON RELATED

X-WIFE

Berry Lov wAbE
233 SmITH

LD reest ) TN

! oML e TH a‘.’yy
e %Via]/p?%%)y

O1# dosti 880 TONES A~
0 g T
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MGE TWO ME 44-1987 SUB M UNCLAS E FT O N
INFORMATION REGARDING PLACES AND TRIPS HE HAD MADE WITH BARKSﬁALé
WHICH. IND ICATED THAT WILSON waAS ;\LSO A MEMBER OF THE TENNESSEE
AIR NATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS. Q

HILSQN INFORMED BARKSDALE HE HAD COMMITTED A ‘FAMOUS CRIME- 7-
THAT HE wAS THE MAN wHO YILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.
IE RELATED THAT HE wAS THE TRIGGER MAN AND WAS STANDING ABOUT &5
FEET FROM DR. KING IN A POSITION BELOW THi-I BALCONY WHERE DR. KING
VYAS STAND ING . AéOUT THREE DAYS PRIOR TO THE DEATH OF DR. KING
WILSON'S DAUGHTER, WHOSE IDENTITY HE DECLINED TO FURNISH, DROVE
A WHITE MUSTANG FROM XANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS,
TENNESSEE. HE yOULD FURNISH NO INFORMATION REGARDING THE
SIORAGE OR USE OF TRIS WHITE MUSTANG AFTER THE MUSTANG REA.CHED
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. HE DECLINED TO FURNISH ENY INFORMATION
REGARDING THE CIRCUMSTANCES -AND THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE
KILL ING OF DR. KI’I\'G OTHER THAN NOTED ABOVE, BUT STATED THAT
INFOR MATION FURNISHED B‘Y JAMES EARL RAY IS ACCURATE.

w ILSON REQUESTED THAT SHERIFF BARKSDALE MEET HIM AT THE
IOL IDAY INN, GULFPbRT,'.MISSISSIPP-I, AT 9:30 AM, AUGUST 20,
P78. BARXSDALE waAS INS'IRU'CTED TO ENTER THE DINING ROOM AT THE
oL IDAY INN wITHOUT A COAT AI;D THAT WILSON wOULD' SURRENDER TO
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}IN THERE. HE INSISTED THAT BARKSDALE BE ALONE, THAT HE NOT
B2 MISTREATED AFTER KE SURRENDERED AND THAT BARKSDALE MOT
INFORY THE FBI, AND IF BETRAYED, HE WOULD MOT SIRRENDER.

1

wILSON DECLINED TO FURNISH BARKSDALE HIS LOCATION, BUT BARKSDALE .

EEL IEVED THAT, IT wAS A LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL. .

AT APPROXIMATELY 11:45 PM, WILSON AGAIN TELEPHONICALLY
MNTACTED BARKSDALE AND FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION :

HE HAD A CLEAR CONSC;ENCE, HAD TP;LKED WITH HIS FAMILY,
AND WAS READY TO CONFESS TO SHERIFF BARKSDALE ALONE. HE AGAIN
REQUESTED SHER IF‘F BARKSDALE TO MEET HIM AT THE HOLIDAY INN IN
GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, AT 9:30 AM, AUGUST 18, 1978 IN THE
DINING ROOM wITHOUT HIS OOAT ON AND ALONE. SHERIFF BARKSDALE
FOINTED OUT TO HIM THAT_ HE ,! BARKSDALE, WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY
MEET ING HID"I AT GULFPORT AT THE APPOINTED TIME AND REQUESTED
THA‘!" THEY ARRANGE A MEETING AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. WILSON
COUN'ILERED BY INFORMING BARXSDALE THAT BARKSDALE WAS A 'P-ILOT
AND HAD EA\EJCESSlTO AIRCRAFT AND THAT HE COULD OBTAIN A PLANE AND
' REACH GULFPORT , MISSISSIPPI IN A RELATIVELY SHORT PERIOD OF
TIME. WILSON ABSOLUTELY DECLINED TO MEET WITH BARKSDALE IN
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. DURING THIS CONVERSATION, w;LSON INFORMED
BARKSDALE THAT HE waS THEN IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, AND THAT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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|£ COULD REACH GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI IN ABOUT ONE AND ONE HALF
HOUR S. ' |
AT APPROXINMATELY 9245 AM, AUGUST 18, 1978, REVEREND KOEL
FANNON, PASTOR, ST. ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS,
MISSISSIPPI, TELEPHONE NUMBER 875-0654, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED
SHER IFF BARKSDALE AND FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

REVEREND FANNON vaS IN A CAFE IN OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI i
.ON THE MORNING OF AUGUST 18, 1978, HAVING BREAKFAST. BURGESS
WILSON APPROACHED HIY AND RELATED INFORMATION INDICATING HE,
WILSON, HAD SHOT DR. MARTIN LUTHER KIIG, JR., IN MEMPHIS,
TENNESSEE IN APRIL OF 1968. HE INFORMED REVEREND FANNON THAT
IE yAS T0 MEET SHERIFF BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT,
MISSISSIPPI, AND REQUESTED REVEREND FANNON TO FOLLOW' HIM TO THE
I0L IDAY INN.
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wILSON ALSO TALKED WITH SHERIFF BARKSDALE ON THIS OCCASION
AND ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING THE FAILURE OF SHERIFF BARKSDAL"
T0 MEET WwITH HIM AT 9:30 aM ON 'AUGUST 18, 1978, AS HE HAD
. REVIOUSLY REQUESTED. SHERIFF BARKSDALE INFORMED WILSON THAT HE
D BEEN ON DYTY ALL NIGHT IN CONNECTION WITH THE STRIKE
INVOLVING THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND HAD NOT BEEN ABLE
g ARRMX‘:E MATTERS SO THAT HE COULD ¥EET WITH HIN. B ARKSDALE
INFORMED W ILSON THAT HE WOULD ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE A MEETING
wITH HIM. WILSON INFORMED BARKSDALE THAT HE WOULD STAY IN THE
VICINITY OF THE HOLIDAY INN, ,GUL’FPOR.T , AND WOULD (ONTACT THE
DESx CLERK AT THE HOLIDAY INN PER,IODICALLY‘IN ORDER FOR
BARKSDALE TO ARRANGE TO MEET wITH HIM. WILSON FURNISHED
BARKSDALE TELEPHONE NUMBER® 601-864-4310 AS THE TELEPHONE NUMBER
07 5 HOLIDAY INN HE wOULD PERIODICALLY CONTACT.

BARKSDALE REPORTED THAT WILSON APPEARED TO BE COMERENT
AND THIS INFORMATION WAS ALSO FURNISHED TO BARKSDALE BY REVEREND
FANNON. ' ’

BARKSDALE FURNISHED INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM THE BUREAU
OF IDENTIFICATION, SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, INDICATING
THAT BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, FBI NUMBE‘R‘ 879 421 E, WAS ARRESTED
AT THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF"S OFFICE ON MAY 14, 1964, |
BY THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT ON MAY 26, 1964, AND BY THE
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SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE ON MAY 27, 1964 AND MARCH 24,
" P65, WITH RESIDENCE AT 3612 COVINGTON PIXE, MEMPHIS. WILSON
VAS ARRESTED BY THE BEXAR OOUMTY, TEXAS AUTHORITIES ON JUNE 12,
D72 FOR CONTEMPT OF 'COURT DRAWING OUT OF THE CHILD SUPPORT
QUESTIONED IN BEXAR COUNTY. AT THE TIME WILSON RESIDED AT 1505
WEST CANYON LAXE DRIVE, CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. HIS EMPLOYMENT
WAS SHOWN AS A JEWELER.

THE FBI FINGERPRINT RECORD INDICATES THAT wn.son IS KNOWN -
sS BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. KE 1S A wxnz MALE BORN AUGUST 28,
B31, AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, 5' 10" TALL, 155 POUNDS, BROWN
EYES AND BROWN HAIR. WHEN ARRESTED IN MAY OF 1964, HE RESIDED
AT 3095 R1SKIN 'RO.AD, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. *

DIRING CONVERSATION WITH SHERIFF BARKSDALE, WILSON INDICATED
1E HAS A FATHER-IN-LAW, VERNON HOOTEN, WHO RESIDES AT 3095

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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RiSKIN ROAD, MEMPHIS, TELEPHONE NUMBER 386-4628, AND THAT

HIS FATHER WAS FORMERLY PASTOR AT THE HOLLYWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH,
CHELSEA AND HOLLYWOOD AVENUES, MEMPHIS, AND AT THE CENTRAL

BAPTIST CHURCH, GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI.

ADMINISTR\ATIVE: RE MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALLS T0 BUREAU
SUPERVISOR DREW CLARK, AUGUST 18, 1978. SUCOP

MEMPHIS .INDICES AND FILEé REVEAL BURGESS AUDIE HILS(BN, JR‘.,
WAS EL IMINATED AS A SUSPECT IN AN 87 MATTER INVOLVING THE

, TRANSPORTATION OF JEWELRY IN 1973. AT THE TIME, IT

¥AS DETERMINED HE HAD BEEN IN éuswsss; AS THE NORTH STAR DIAMOND
cmCLé,_ VALLEY HILL MALL, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, FROM EARLY 197
0 MIDDLE 1971. ‘

JACKSON AT JACKSON, WMISSISSIPPI, WILL CAUSE A REVIEW OF
RECORDS AT LOGICAL POLICE AGENCIES REGARD ING BURGESS AUDIE VILSON,
R., FBI NUMBER 879-421 E. . '

SAN ANTONIO AT BEXAR, TEXAS, WILL REVIEY APPROPRIATE RECORDS

RE IDENTITY OF CHILDREN OF BURGESS AUDIE wILSON, JR., NOTING HE

WAS BOOXED AT BEXAR COUNTY JpIL JUNE 19, 1972, FOR OONTEMPT OF
®ORT GROW ING OUT OF CHILD SUPPORT QUESTION IN BEXAR COUNTY.
BT
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ATT N CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRES UHWIT, ROOM 8988, JEH BUILD ING .

MURKIN . ' |
RECORD S, IDENTIFICATION BUREAU, BEXAR OOUNTY JAIL,

SAl ANTONIO , TEXAS , ON AUGUST 18, 1978, INDICATE BURGESS

ADIE WILSON, JR., WHITE MALE, BORN AUGUST 28, 1931,

5 FT,, 11 INCHES, BLACK HAIR, BROWN EYES, BOOKED INTO BEXAR

UNTY JAIL JUNE 19, 1972 ON CONTEMPT OF OOURT OUT OF STATE

D ISTRICT COURT 57 (CASE NUMBER F 248-984). WILSON SERVED

TUELVE DAYS AND WAS RELEASED JUNE' 38, 1972. i
CENTRAL RECORDS, BEXAR COUNTY DISTRICT COURT, WILL

NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW UNTIL ALUGUST 21, 1978.
ADMINISTRATIVE: RE MEWPHIS TEL, AUGUST 18, 1978.

SAN ANTONIO INDICES AND FILES REVEAL BURGESS AUDIE WILSON ffﬁé{; %

JR., WHITE WALE, BORN 8/28/31, TEXAS DRIVERS LICENSE (DLy,%

N (' S
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NUMBER' 7911315 EXPIRING 8/28/8D, PREVIOUS ADDRESS,

113 MILLS STREET, SAN MARCOS, TEXAS IS SUBJECT OF SAN ANTONIO

FILE 29-2628 CAPTIONED "BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR .: BFE";

00: SAN ANTONIO. WILSON ALLEDGEDLY DEFAULTED OW A $1,000

NOTE"AT KYLE STATE BANK, KYLE, TEXAS AND IN A |

SECURITY AGREEMENT AND FINANCING STATEMENT FILED w,I'IH,THE‘

HAYES COUNTY DISTRICT CLERK'S OFFICE, WILSON I8DICATED THAT

THE $1,028 NOTE WAS OBTAINED TO PURCHASE CATILE. " |
NCIC INQUIRY REVEALED BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.,

BORN 8/28/31 IN MISSISSIPPI, SSAN I 0L

(T7911315 VANTED BY NEY BRAUNFELS, TEXAS POLICE DEPART MENT AS

PROBATION VIOLATOR , DATE OF WARRANT 4/18/78.

SAN ANTONIO AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, WILL REVIEW BEXAR |
COUNTY D ISIR.ICT COURT RECORDS RE IDENTITY OF CHILDREN OF BURGESS
AW IE WILSON, JR. IN EFFORT TO LOCATE FORMER WIFE FOR INTERVIEW .

AT NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, WILL CAUSE A REVIEW OF RECORDS OF
LOGICAL POLICE AGENCIES REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE WILSOHN, JR.,
SSAN I : “

AT SAN MARGOS , TEXAS, WILL OONDUCT DISCREET INQUIRY -TO
DETERMINE IF RESIDENCE OF FORMER WIFE AND FAMILY FOR INTERVIEW.

BT

1] 4
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JACKSON  IMKEDIATE
DALLAS  INMEW IATE
81 g
LICLAS E FTO '
ATTY CONGHESSIONAL INCUIRES UNIT, ROOM 8983, JEK BUILOING o
MURK 13, N | | |
RECOROS, IDENTIFICATION BUREAU, BEXAR COURTY JAIL,
A4 ANTONID , TEXAS, ON AUGUST 13, 1978, ISD1CATE BURGESS
AW IE WILSIN, JR oy VHITE MALE, BONA AUSUST 28, 1931,
5 FT, Il INCKES , BLACK HALR , BROWN EYES, BOOKED 180 BEXAR
UNEY JAIL JUNE 19, 1972 Ol COBTERPT OF COURT OUT OF STATE
DISIRICT OURT 57 (CASE NUMBER F 248-284). WYILSON SERVED
tthvn DAYS AN YAS RELEASED JUME 33, 1972.
 CENTRAL RECORDS , BEXAR COUSTY DISTRICI COUNI, WILL
NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR KEVIEW UNTIL ALGUSI 21, 1978.
ADNINISIRATIVE 2 RBE FEMPHIS TEL, ALGUST 18, 1978,
S\H ANTONIO INDICES AL FILES GEVEAL BURGESS ALDIE WILSON,
R+, WHITE MALE , BORN 8/28/31, TEX4S DRIVERS LICELSE <roL){.X/¢?é¢97a;

- -»enu, .4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. . I‘
P

PAGE T40 Sh A4-1242 EFi0 ,
NUWBER 7911315 EXPIRIKG #/23/B2, PREVIOUS ADLRESS,
113 MILLS STREET, SAh MARCOS, TEXAS IS SUSJECT OF SAH AKIONIO
FILE 29-2623 CAPTIONED "3URGESS AUDIE WILSOH, JR 3 BFAE™;
003 SA' ANTOWIO, VIL30N ALLEDGEDLY DEFAULTED OH A $1,s2d
WTE AT KYLE STATE BA4K, NYLE, TEXAS AWD IN A
SZCUR ITY AGREEWSHT AWD FINANCING STATERENT FILED WITH THE™
KAYES QOUNTY DISTRICT CLERK®S OFFICZ, WILSOW 1MDICATED THAT
THE 51,023 0TE WAS 03 TAIKED 10 PURCHASE CATTLE. |
NCIC I:QUIRY REVEALED SURGESS AUDIE WILSOH, JK.,
EORY #/22/31 IH MISSISSIPPL, SSAN NN 0L
779 11315 WANTED BY NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS POLICE DEPARTMEAT AS
FRO3ATION VIOLATOR , DATE OF WARKANT 4/18/78. |
SA4 ANTONIO AT SAN ANTOHIO, TEXAS, VILL REVIEY BEXAR
COUNTY D ISTR ICT COURT nECOADS RE IDILTITY OF CHILDHEN OF BURGESS
AW IE WILSOH, Ji. 14 EFFORT 10 LOCATE FORKZR WIFE FOR INTERVIEW.
AT KEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, YWILL CAUSE A hEVIEW OF KECOKDS OF
LOGICAL POLICE AGENCIES REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE /ILSOH, JR.,
ssak N
AT SAN MARCOS , TEXAS, WILL COLDUCT DISCREET INQUIRY 10
DETERMINE IF RESIDENCE OF FORMER WIFE AND FAMILY FOR INTEKVIEQ, |
81 -

\
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‘WCLAS EF T 0 . g

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIREIES UNIT, ROOM 8988 JEM.
MIRKIN. | ’ | .
RE DALLAS TEL T0 BU 8-19-78.
CHIACAGO TEL TO BU 8-20-78, N0 COPY 10 DALLAS . . o

FOR INFORMATION DaLLAS, ON 8-19- 78 DEBRA AN\‘ JONES, BELVIDERE,
ILLINOIS, DAUGHTER OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, ADVISED WILSON FAMILY

RESIDED XANSAS CITY, MISSOURI FROM 1964 TO SEPTEMBER, 1968. 1IN

P68 HER FATHER GAVE HER 1965 WHITE MUSTANG AS GRADUATION PRESENT.
SHE NEVER DRIVOVE THIS VEHICLE TO MEMPHIS, TENN. SHE AND HER

MDTHER s BETTY LOU WADE VISITED HER MATERNAL GRANDFATHER, VERNON

IOOTEN, wHO wAS IN HOSPITAL AT MEMPHIS, AT TIME OF THE KING MURDER.
THEY USED COMMERCIAL AIRLINE FOR ROUNDIRIP TRANSPORTATIO{Q, . DURING

TIME THEY WERE IN MEMPHIS AREA BETTY WADE TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED HER

HUSBAND ,EURGESS WILSON Tw0 TIMES IN XANSAS CITY WHERE HE REMAINED
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1

WITH HER TWO BROTHERS , STEVEN AI\D MARX WILSON.

BURGESS WILSON WHO waS INI'OXICATED TELEPHONED DEBRA JONES ON
EVENING OF 8-17-78 AND TOLD HER FBI.WAS GOING TO PUT HIM IN JAIL
FOR THE MURDER OF KING AND THAT FBI HaD GIVi’-ZN HIYM A POLYGRAPH TEST.

HE TOLD HER SHE wOULD BE CONTACTED BY THE FBI AND TOLD HER TO SAY
NOTHING .

MRS. OPAL HOOTEN, ¥OTHER OF BETTY LOU WADE, CONTACTED
820-78 AND UNABLE TO RECALL VISIT OF BOTH BETTY LOU WADE AND DEBRA
JONES ON OCCASIONS HER HUSBAND VERNON HOOTEN SUFFERED HEART ATTACKS,

ByT RECALLS BETTY LOU WADE VISITING ON OCCASIONS WHEN BOTH SHE AHE
v MR. HOOTEN wERE ILL. SHE wpS UNABLE TO FURNISH SPECIFIC DATES

BUT WwILL CHECK FAMILY MEDICAL RECORDS AND ATTEMP TO ESTABLISH
$PECIFIC DATES OF MR. HOOTEN'S ILLNESSES.

DALLAS WILL RECONTACT BETTY LOU WADE REGARDING VISIT TO MEMPHIS
NOTED ABOVE AND ATTEMPT TO CLARIFY INFORMATION SHE PREVIOUSLY

H!RNISHED REGARD ING LACK OF OWNERSHIP OR ACCESS TO WHITE MUSTANG
V"HICLE BY wILSON.

INTERVIEY STEVEN AND MARK ANTHONY WILSON FOR
FuLL BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND VERACITY OF BURGESS WILSON'

A.LEGATIONS THT HE XILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING

DETERMINE
HIS YHEREABOUTS DURING (RITICAL PERIOD OF 4-4-68 AND WHETHER

VILSON HAS HISTORY OF PSYCHIATR IC PROBLEMS.

‘ ATTEMPT TO VERIFY
INFORMATION FURNISHED BY DEBRAJ JONES.

HANDLE IMMEDIATELY AND ADVISE FBIHq,

MEMPHIS AND JACKSON.
Br.DL 1
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TO DRECTOR (44-33861) IMMED IATE

BIRMINGHAM IMMED IATE | !

DALLAS IMMEDTIATE ' //////ALL OFFICES VIa FBINQ///77117

HOUSTON IMMED IATE

YEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE

| SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) INMEDIATE , '
. .

INCLASE FTO

_ ATTENT ION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH.

MIR¥IN; 00: MEMPHIS. ,
FOR. INFORMATION OF HOUSTON, ON AUGUST 18, 1978, GENE BARKSDALE,

S{ERfFF, SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, ADVISED THAT ON THE NIGHT OF
AGUST 17, 1978, HE RECEIVED fwo TELEPHONE CALLS FP?OM BURGESS AUDIE
WIL SON. WwILSON, wHO WwAS FORMERLY IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL
GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE , WITH BARKSDALE, INFORMED THE

SHER IFF !;I'HAT HE HAD KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER XING IN 1968 AT

N .

V- 6 79- 72/
7/ SA NNt

F!J lcf 1973 ;(
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MEMPHIS; THAT HIS DAUGHTER DROVE A WHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY,
MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS THREE DAYS PRIOR TO XIN3*'S DEATH, AND WISHED

TO SURRENDER TO BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT , MISSISSIPPI.
MRANGEYENTS WERE MADE FOR WILSON AND COMPANION REVEREND NOEL
FANNON, PASTOR , ST. ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLI ¢ CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS,.
MISSISSIPPI, TO APPEAR AT THE HOLIDAY ‘INN, GULFPORT , MISSISSIPPI, .
AT 6330 PM ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AT WHICH TIME THEY WERE T0 BE CON-
TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE. WILSON ¥AS CON-
rAcm) BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE; HOWEVER, HE DECLINED
- T0 DISCUSS INFORMATION REGARD ING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN,
LUTHER XING WITH THEM. ' :

BURGESS. AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL WILSON, WAS ARRESTED BY
OCEAN SPR INGS, MISSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTMENT, 7:35 ‘P4, AUGUST 18,
578, BASED ON PROBATION VIOLATOR WARRANT DATED APRIL 18, 1978,
ISSUED BY NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, POLICE DEPARTMENT. WILSON FRE-
SENTLY - INCARCERATED OCEAN SPRINGS POLICE DEPARTMENT. OCEAN SPRINGS
FOL ICE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH NE BRAUNFELS, TEXAS,

FOL ICE DEPARTMENT, 'AND THE LATTER DESIRES HIS RETURN TO TEXAS.
wILSON CONTACTED AM, AUGUST 19, 1978, BY FBI AND EURNISHED
FOLLOY INS BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  _
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HE ‘WAS BORN ON AUGUST 28, 193L, AT FULTON, mss:ss:épz, AND
RESIDED wITH HIS FAMILY AT GOLDEN, MISSISSIPPI, UNTIL 1936, WHEN
THEY WOVED TO ELDRIDGE, ALABAMA, WHERE HE WENT TO SCHOOL UNTIL THE
EIGHTH GRADE AND THEN WENT TO CARBON HILL, ALABAMA, HIGH SCHOOL,
WNTIL 194 7. | ' |

ON MAY 2, 1947, HE ENTERED U. S. AIR FORCE AND WAS DISCHARGED
©50. AFTER BEING OUT OF THE AIR FORCE FOR _APPROXIMATELY EIGHT
)ONTHS, HE WAS RECALLED INTO THE KOREAN WAR UNTIL HE waS GIVEN AN
IONORABLE D ISCHARGE FEBRUARY, 1960.

HE AND HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU WILSON, MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE,
FOLLOW ING . HIS DISCHARGE AND WORKED FOR PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY
"R APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR. AFTER LEAVING PRUDENTIAL , HE OPERATED
A LAUNDRY AND CLEANING BUSINESS IN MEMPHIS. DURING THIS TIME HE WAS
A.S0 IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD. ' |

HE LEFT MEMPHIS, WENT TO GRAMDVIEW, MISSOURI, WHERE HE BECAME
A CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEE IN THE ‘AIR FORCE RESERVE AND REMAINED WITH
. THE RESERVE UNTIL 1970. ALSO, FROM 1966 UNTIL 1970, HE OPERATED A
JEWELRY STORE BUSINESS. |

IN 1970, HE AND WIFE BETTY WILSON MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE,
'A!\D OPENED A JEWELRY BUSINESS IN BARTLETT, TENNESSEE. IN ADDITION
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T0 JEWELRY BUSINESS, KE BUILT ALUMINUM STORAGE BUILDINGS, BUT 1IN
JINE, 1970, HIS BUSINESS waS DESTROYED BY A TORNADO.

HE THEN WENT TO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, AND BECAME EMPLOYED BY
AIR FORCE RESERVE AS A FLIGHT ENGINEER. KE ALSO OPERATED A JEWELRY
STORE IN SAN ANTONIO UNTIL 1974, AND AT THIS TIME HE AND HIS WIFE,
EETTY, WERE DIVORCED. HE THEN MOVED T0 MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS,
CPENED A JEWELRY STORE, AND MARRIED AVIS LEA HUNTER. HE WAS MARRIED
FOR APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS AND THEY WERE DIVORCED. SHE MOV
RESIDES AT 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE; HERMITAGE, TENNESSEE. HE THEN
WENT TO COLYMBUS, HISSISSIPPI, VHERE HE WORKED IN THE GUB ERNATORT AL
GMPAIGN FOR GOVERNOR CLIFF FINCH. YHILE IN COLUMBUS, HE MARRIED
PATRICIA SHINDALA OF STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI. DURING THE GUBERNA-
TRIAL CAMPAIGN IT WAS SUGGESTED HE TELL PEOPLE HE WAS A RETIRED
MLONEL AND AN EX-PRISONER OF yaR. HE LEFT COLUIBUS, MISSISSIPPI,
JANUARY, 1976, WENT TO- TYLER, TEXAS, AND STAYED WITH LARRY HUGHEY,
A FRIEND. HE WENT TO TEXAS FOR PURPOSE OF CLEARING UP SOME CHARGES
(GAINST HIM AT NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS. HE WENT TO DALLAS, TEXaS,
T SEE A FRIEND, AND WHILE THERE CALLED HIS SON, AND SHORTLY THERE-
AFTER POLICE ARRIVED AND ARRESTED HIM ON CHARGE OF NON CHILD SUPPORT
OV A WARRANT ISSUED FOR HIM AT (LEVELAND , TEXAS. MHE WAS RELEASED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. RGE 5 JN 62-544 pECLAS E FT O ’
T0 AUTHOR ITIES FRON NEY BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, WHE - HE PLED GUILTY TO A
CHARGE OF THEFT BY CHECK ' AND RECEIVED A SENTENCE' OF EIGHT YEARS
*‘mos_m.mw. HE THEN STAYED IN VICINITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS WHERE HE
wAg INVOLVED IN CONSTR (CTION WORK. HE HAD AN ALTERCATION WITH AN
EMPLOYEE AND WAS ARRESTED FOR VIOLATION OF HIS PROBATION BUT WAS |
RELEASED A COUPLE OF WEEKS LATER. HE CONTINUED WORKING AROUND NEW
ERAUNFELS AND WAS AGAIN ARRESTED ' FOR POSSESSION OF STOLEN MERCHAN-
DISE, BUT THE CHARGES YERE LATER DROPPED. HE CONTINUED IN CONSTRUC-
TION BUSINESS AND MARR IED .:JO ANN CHILDRESS AND wAS DIVORCED AFTER
THREE MONTHS. IN JANUARY, 1978, HE DEPARTED FOR HOUMA , LoqrszANA,‘
AND WORKED FOR LOUISIANA OFF-SHORE CATERERS UNTIL APRIL, 1978,
wHEN HE WENT TO WORK FOR GULF C0AST CATERERS OF NEW IBERIA,
LOYISIANA, WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL THE END OF JUNE, 1978. HE
QME TO OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, AND OPENED A JEWELRY SHOP AND
RESIDED AT TwIN PINES APARTMENTS -IN OCEAN SFRINGS FOR THE FIRST
THREE WEEXS THEN MOVED TO ROUTE 6, BOX 387.
WILSON IS DESCRIBED AS 'FOLLOWS:
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL; DOB AUGUST 28, 193L;
OB FULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 5 FEET 11 INCHES; 170 POUNDS; BROWN EYES;
RAY HaIR; socIaL SECURITY NuMSER | Hic: schooL GRADUATE;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MILITARY SERVICE, y. S. AIR FORCE, 1945 - 1960; FATHER BURGESS

AW IE WILSON, SR. (DECEASED), GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI; MOTHER MITTIE
DALE (DECEASED); STEPMOTHER LILLIE MAE WILSON (DECEASED), GRENADA,
MISSISSIPPI; BROTHER ALLISON TOWERS WILSON, REFbRM, ALABAMA 3
SISTER LYDA MC GAHEY, 2002 EAST EIGHTH AVENUE NORTH, COLUMBUS,
MISSISSIPPI; SISTER CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE, FULTON, ' MISSISSIPPI; \
EX-y IFE BETTY LOU wILSON WADE, BURLESON, TEXAS; EX-WIFE AVIS LEA
HINTER , 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE, HERMITAGE, TENNESSEE; EX-WIFE '
MTR ICIA SHINDALA, STARKVILLE, 'MISSISSIPPI GELIEVED KILLED N
GR ACCIDENT); EX-WIFE JO ANN CHILDRESS, 113 MILL STREET, SAN .
MARCOS, TEXAS; DAUGHTER DEBORAH ANN JONES, HUSBAND CHARLES,
EELVEDERE , ILLINOIS; SON STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, BURLESON, TEXAS;

SN MARK ANTHONY WILSON, BURLESON, TEXAS. ‘

BIRMINGHAM REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW ALLISON TOWERS WILSON,
EROTHER , REFORM, ALABAMA.

DALLAS INTERVIEW BETTY LOU wILSOI_N WADE, EX-WIFE, BURLESON,
TEXAS, AND SONS STEVEN WAYNE WILSON AND MARK ANTHONY WILSON. IF
‘10T ALREADY DONE, ASCERTAIN WHEREABOUTS OF DEBORAH ANN JONES,
DAUGHTER , FOR IMMEDiaTE INTERVIEW, WHO IS REPORTEDLY RESIDING N
EITHER BELVEDERE OR BELLVIEW, ILLINOIS. |
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HOUSTON REVIEY POLICE RECORDS AT G-EVELAN, TEXAS, FOR FULL
DETAILS OF NON CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT ISSUED BY THAT DEPARTHMENT
AGAINST wILSON. o

MEMPHIS INTERVIEY AVIS LEA HUNTER, EX- WIFE.

SAN ANTONIO INTERVIEW JO ANN CHILDRESS, EX-WIFE, AND ALSO
REVIEW RECORDS AT THE AIR FORCE RESERVE CENTER.

ALL OFFICES INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON FOR FULL BACKGROUND
INFORMATION AND VERACITY OF HIS ALLEGATION THAT HE KILLED DR.

YaRT IN LUTHER KING. DETERMINE WIS WHEREABOUTS DURING THE CRITICAL
FERIOD OF APRIL 4, 1968, AND IF WILSON MAY HAVE HAD A HISTORY OF
PSYCHIATR IC PROBLEMS. ALL LEADS SHOULD BE HANDLED IMMEDIATELY

@D KEEP FBIHQ, MEMPHIS, AND JACKSON APPRISED. ’

INTERVIEW OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., CONTINUING AT
OGEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, CONCERNING ASSASSINATION.

BT
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VEUPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE

SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) IMMEDIATE

BT

INCLASE FTO

ATTENT ION CONGRESSIONAL meumv UNIT
MIRYIN; 00: MEMPHIS.

BURGESS AUDIE YILSON, JR., INMATE, OCEAN SPRINGS CITY JAIL,
OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, WAS INTERVIEWED BY FBI AGENTS, AUGUST

D, 1978, REGARDING HIS ALLEGED KNOWLSDGE‘AND INVOLVEMENT IN THE

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AFTER HAVING WAIVED HIS
RIGHTS, AND HE FURNISHED THE FOLLO‘JI’NS INFORMATION:

W ILSON AD'VISED, «THA:I' THE TIME PRIOR T0 THE MURDER OF MARTIN
LYyTHER KING, HE WAS LIVING IN GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, IN A ;{OUSE ON

oo :{.{ Q/, .g g’ 7/3'}
. ssfé‘,ifg‘z,lgggm

: AUG 191978 |
[
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BYERS ROAD VITH HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU, AND HIS THREE CHILDREN,
DEBORAH, STEVE, AND MARK. HE waS IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE AND ALSO
(PERATED A JEVELRY STORE. o |

IN THE OOURSE OF HIS JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE MET A WHITE MALE |
ITALIAN WHD wAS IN HIS LATE SIXTIES AMD WAS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 9
INCHES TALL, WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 230 POUNDS, AND WHO OPERATED A

JEWELRY TRADE SHOP ON waLNUT §TREET. HE STATED THAT THIS WHITE
MALE INTROD CED HIM TO ANOTHER WHITE MALE ITALIAN BY THE NAME OF

MTCH (LNU>, WH) WAS IN HIS MID FIFTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATELY
5 FEET 10 INCHES TALL, AND WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 190 POUNDS, WHO
HD BLACK, WAVY HAIR AND HAD SOME CONNECTION WITH A BONDING
' OMPANY, AND ALSO MITCH®S BROTHER, NAME NOT RECALLED, WHO FIT THE
SAME PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION aS MITCH, BUT WHO HAD NUMEROUS CUT SCARS .
ON HIS FACE. '

HE STATED THAT ‘MITCH STARTED DELIVERINS JEWELRY TO HIN FOR
THE- PURPOSE OF HAVING THE STONES REMOVED FROM THE FITTINGS. IE
STATED MITCH USUALLY MET HIM AT A BAR ON WALNUT STREET WHICH WAS
RuyN BY A WHITE FEMALE AND IT ALSO APPEARED THAT MITCH MIGHT HAVE
BEEN A PART OWNER OR HAD AN INTEREST IN THIS BAR. HE STATED THAT
DYE TO THE VOLUME OF JEWELRY THAT MITCH yAS BRINGING TO HIM, HE
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ASKED MITCH ABOUT IT, AND MITCH ADVISED 'HIM THAT IT WAS STOLEN
JEWELRY. WMITCH TOLD HIM, HOWEVER, THAT HE, yILSON, WAS IN AS DEEP

AS HE, MITéH,'WAS AND THAT HE wOULD HAVE TO OONTINUE WORKING WITH
MITCH. HE STATED THIS RELATIONSHIP WITH MITCH CONTINUED UNTIL

B 70. .

HE STATED THAT MITCH BROUGHT UP THE.IDEA OF KILLING KING AND
SAID THAT THERE WAS A $50,000 CONTRACT ON HIM. HOWEVER, HE NEVER
S ID wHO PUT OUT THE CONTRACT BUT SAID THAT HE COULD GET THE MONEY
OR YILSON IF HE XILLED XING. ‘

WILSON STATED THAT MITCH waS WELL® AWARE OF HIS, WILSON'S,
THOUGHTS CONCERNING KING AND THE BLACK CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, IN
THAT HIS FATHER, WHO WAS A PASTOR OF THE CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH AT
GRENADA , MISSISSIPPI, DIED OF A HEART ATTACK WHICH HE, ILSON,
THOUGHT WaS CAUSED AS A RESULT OF RACIAL TENSIONS AT GRENADA
EROUGHT ON BY THE FORCEFUL INTBGRATION OF HIS FATHER'S CHURCH.

WILSON STATED THAT APPROXIMATELY FIVE OR SIX MONTHS BEFORE
KING'S MURDER, HE STARTED GATHERING INFORMATION ON THE MOVEMENTS,
HMBITS, AND VHEREABOUTS OF KING. |
 WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD A RED AMD WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE,
REGISTER NUMBER 34L, AND A CESSNA 310 TVIN-ENGINE AIRCRAFT, WHICH
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