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SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Located at:

ALBANY, New York 12207
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 87101
ANCHORAGE, Alaska 99501
ATLANTA, Georgia 30303
BALTIMORE, Maryland 21202
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203
BOSTON, Massachusetts 02203

BUFFALO, New York 14202
BUTTE, Montana 59701
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 28202
CHICAGO, Illinois 60604
CINCINNATL Ohio 45202
CLEVELAND, Ohio 44199
COLUMBIA, South Carolina
DALLAS, Texas 175201

29201

DENVER, Colorado 80202
DETROIT, Michigan 48226

EL PASO, Texas 79901
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813
HOUSTON, Texas 77002

INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 46207
JACKSON, Mississippi 39201

JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32202

KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106
KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 72201
LOS ANGELES, California 90017
LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 40202
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 38103
MIAMI, Florida 33137
MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin 53202

MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota 55401
MOBILE, Alabama 36602
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 06510
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana 70113
NEW YORK, New York 10021
NORFOLK, Virginia 23510

OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118
OMAHA, Nebraska 68102
PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 19107
PHOENIX, Arizona 85013
PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 15222
PORTLAND, Oregon 97205
RICHMOND, Virginia 23220
SACRAMENTO, California 95814
ST. LOUIS, Missouri 63103

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 78206

SAN DIEGO, California 92103

SAN FRANCISCO, California 94102

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 00917

SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405
SEATTLE, Washington 98104
SPRINGFIELD, Illinois 62701
TAMPA, Florida 33602
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535
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Room 1400 - 2121 Bldg. 322-71711

John F. Kennedy Federal RIchmond 2-5533
Office Building

400 U.S. Court House Bldg. 856-7800
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1120 Jefferson Standard Life Bldg. 333-4126

Room 905, U. S. Court House 431-1333
& Federal Office Building

415 U. S. Post Office & 421-4310
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3005 Federal Office Building 522-1400

1529 Hampton Street 252-1911

Room 200 - 1810 Commerce Riverside 1-1851
Street
Room 18218, Federal Office Bldg. 222-5981
913 Federal Building Woodward 5-2323
& U. S. Court House
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6015 Federal Building &
U. S. Court House

533-7451
59546
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Room 800 - First Federal 948-5000
Savings Building

414 U. S. Court House & 355-1401
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Baltimore 1-6100
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Room 2-011 Federal Office Bldg. 385-1281
215 U. 8. Post Office Bldg. FR 2-3157

134u West 6th Street Hubbard 3-3551
Room 701, Bank of Louisville Bldg. 583-3941

841 Federal Office Bldg. 525-7373
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735 U. S. Post Office, Customs 276-4684

& Court House Building
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5104 N. Francis Street Victor 2-7471
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450 Golden Gate Avenue, 552-2155
Box 36015

Pan Am Building 765-6000
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1015 Second Avenue Main 2-0460

421 South Sixth Street 522-9675

Room 610, Federal Office Bldg. 228-7661

506 Old Post Office Building 393-7100



IVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRA
TERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY

JAMES EARL RAY
16 M 9 U 000 12

Harvey Lowmyer, James McBride, James O'Conner, James Walton, James Walyon, John Willard, “J|m"b “Maw 0l

Photographs taken 1960 Photograph taken 1968

(eyes drawn by artist) ﬁ//l/w /?Wd'-

DESCRIPTION

AGE: 40, born March 10, 1928, Alton, lllinois

HEIGHT: 5'10” EYES: blue

WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds COMPLEXION: medium
BUILD: medium RACE: white

HAIR: hrown, possibly cut short NATIONALITY: American

OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forehead and small scar on
palm of right hand
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf:
allegedly attended dance instruction school; has reportedly
completed course in bartending

CRIMINAL RECORD _

Ray has been convicted of burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money
Orders, armed robbery, and operating motor vehicle without owner's
consent.

CAUTION

RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE
VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER ARMED AND EXTREMELY DAN-
GEROUS.

A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Ray as Eric Starvo Galt with conspiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen (Title 18, U.S.
Code, Section 241). A Federal warrant was also issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri, charging Ray with Interstate Flight to Avoid Confinement for the crime of Robbery (Title 18,
U. §. Code, Section 107.3).

IF YOU HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL FBI OFFICE. Moo
TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK. " Director
Identification Order 4182 Federal au of Investigation

April 20, 1968 Washington, D. C. 20535
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DESCRIPTION

AGE: 40, born March 10, 1928, Alton, Illinois

HEIGHT: 5'10" EYES: blue

WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds COMPLEXION: medium
BUILD: medium RACE: white

HAIR: hrown, possibly cut short NATIONALITY: American

OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forehead and small scar on
palm of right hand
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf:
allegedly attended dance instruction school; has reportedly
completed course in bartending

CRIMINAL RECORD

Ray has been convicted of burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money
Orders, armed robbery, and operating motor vehicle without owner's
consent.

CAUTION

RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE
VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER ARMED AND EXTREMELY DAN-
GEROUS.

A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Ray as Eric Starvo Galt with conspiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen (Title 18, U. S.
Code, Section 241). A Federal warrant was also issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri, charging Ray with Interstate Flight to Avoid Confinement for the crime of Robbery (Title 18,
U. S. Code, Section 1073).

IF YOU HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL FBI OFFICE. Mo aren
TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK. " Director
Identification Order 4182 Federal au of Inzvoessatlsgatmn

April 20, 1968 Washington, D. C.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (1/12/68)
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‘ Chronicle News Services ¥
Washington—The FBI {oday
identified = Eric Starvo Galt,
wanted for the killing of Dr,
‘ Martin Luther King Y ask
sJames Earl Ray, 40, an escape¢
‘from the Missouri State Penid
tentiary. ;
". The FBI said he was 1den_ti-
fied through a search of fin-
gerprints of the more than 53,-
000 persons for whom wanted
petices=sare on file.<==77 T

iSolved © |

By G"J\AER‘] &

~| search which

ORIG.

COPIES INs

{ T Serving 20-Year Term
! Ray ~was reported missing

“.'. lrom the Missouri State Peni-

écntiar,v at Jefferson City April
3, 1967." He was serving-a 20-
year sentence for an armed roh-
bery in St. Louis and operating
a motor vehicle without the owri«
er’s permission. &
‘ Ray, who had been at the
rison since March 17, 1960,
‘ jpent some time in September,
1966, in the maximum security
ward at the state hospital in
jli‘ulton, Mo. g
A. warrant was issued

Wednesday for a man identified .

as Galt in the April 4 snipep
slaying of King in Memphis,
. Tenn. - 3
As Galt, Ray has been tht
object of a cross - country
extended into
Mexico. He is accused of con-
spiracy and murder_in_the_as-
saSsinativie of King. 3

SERT TO_ BUREAU

oy

Lo f;?ﬁ;fﬁ//

“Tie civil rights 1eader, Wio,
won the 1964 Nobel peace prize,
was shot {o death from ambush
4s he stood on the balcony,

of a Memphis-motel. His assas-

sination was followed by riot-
ing and disorders in dozens of!

U. S. cities. .'1
Warrant Issued i

. The FBI, in a warrant issucd"

earlier this week, charged Gall
and an ‘“alleged brother” with
conspiracy in King’s slaying.
Memphis officials have sworn
out a murder warrant for Galt.

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
said Ray had a known arrest

- 3 o
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Convicted Robber Who Escap a“
Prison Identified in King Case

—

[EP—

\

record dating back to 1949.
Prior to his 1960 conviction in
St. Louis, Ray was convicted of
burglary in Los Angeles in 1949;
armed robbery in Chicago in
1952; and forging United States
postal money orders in Missouri
in 1955.

He also served time in the
Los Angeles County jail in 1949;

state prisons at Joliet and Pon-|
itiae, Ill.,

from 1952 to 1954; and
the federal penitentiary at
Leavenworth, Kan., from 1955
to 1958. R
Served in Army

The FBI said Ray was an en-
listed man in the Army from
February 1946 to December
1948, when he was given a gen-
eral discharge due to ineptness
and lack of adaptability for mil-

itary service.

Durirg his time in the Army,
Ray received a three-month sen-
tence at hard labor for being
drunk and breaking arrest.

A drifter since he left school
in the 10th grade at Alton, I,
the FBI said he has used the

forehead and another on the
palm of his right hand,

He has worked as a baker,
laborer and color matcher,

The FBI said Ray had been
a federal fugitive since July 20,
1967, when an FBI comp}amt
was filed at Jefferson City
charging him with unlawfully
fleeing from Missouri to avoid
confinement,

A man, identified as James
Earl Ray was sentenced to 20

names of James McBride,
James Walton, W. C. Herron}
James O’ Conner, and John le’
lard.

" John Willard was the namh
used by the man who cheeked
into a Memphis rooming house
from which the shot that killed
King apparently was fired.

Ray .claims to have been born|
March 10, 1928 in Illinois—but
the FBI did not say where. He|
is about 5-feet-10, weighs 163 to.
174 pounds, has blue eyes and
brown hair, and two scars: A
small_ane_on the ceater—eflhis

records show. At the time, Ray

in St. Louis.
Charged in Holdup
Ray and another ex-convict,

with the $190 robbery of a Kro-
ger store on the St. Louis south
side.

Ray.

Sheriff’s Deputy Earl Rlley, he

énto a third floor elevator.

" Riley handcuffed - Ray and
brought him to the courtroom,

j Ray made three atlempts fo
escape from the state peniten-
tiary. In 1961 he made his first
unsuccessful attempt and in 1966
he escaped from his cell but
was found hxdmg in a ventnlaf'
tion shaft,

L He escaped for the third timé
in April of last year after servy
ing seven years of his 20-year
,g.r:rm.__“.P A P

ez

Tty

years in pnson on'Dec. 17, 1959 il
in St. Louis circuit court on '
armed robbery charges, police i .

was 30 years old and was hvmg b

James Owens; were charged:’®

A jury in the court of Cu'cuxtu'
Judge . John Casey . deliberated
20 . minutes before convicting

Casey assessed the punish-

ment under the Missouri habit- .
ual criminal act. When Ray was |
being taken to the courtroom hy'

attempted to escape by jumping:

R BTy TR v g ket T """"."""’"—""':q"ff" o

SR Y ok R ; : T
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FROM POST NEWS SERVICES
WASHINGTON — The elu-
sive Eric Starvo ‘Galt, who is
charged with killing Dr Mar-
tin Luther King Jr, was iden-
tified by ‘the FBI Friday as a
40-year-old drifter and prison
escapee named James -Earl

— s
—a ~

Ray.

The FBI -said Galt’s re{l _
identity was traced through
“a systematic and- exhaustxvg
search -of latent fingerprints’
developed in the King case
against the fingerprints of
more than 53,000 persohs for
whom wanted notices are on
file in the bureaw’s identi-
fication division. ‘ .

GALT IS only ‘one of the
‘names Ray has used in -
brushes with the law which

[ began, .according to the, FBI

' dossier, when he was 21.

The FBI said he has used
the names of James McBride,
James Walton, W, O. Herron
and James O’Connor, John

Willard and Harvey = Low-
myer.

He was described as about 5
feet 10, weighing 163 to 174
pounds, with blue eyes and
brown hair and two scars: a
small scar in the center of the

. forehead and another on the
.palm’ of his right hand.

At the time King was shot
by a smper in Memphis April
4, Ray was being sought on a
jail. breaking charge.

. THE ¥BI said he. escaped
on April 23, 1967, from . the
Missouri State Penitentiary at

=)

Jefferson City, where he was
serving a 20—year sentence for |
| _arimed-rotbery in Siim-onts. I

alt’ an 'Alias;
[e’s Pen | '

1"’

m

-~ --_,_v—__—___a‘-J

v N -
w

AMednesdny, when FBL Di- ]
rector J. Edgar Hoover identi-
fied Galt as the man sought
for conspiracy in the slaying,
he said that ‘Galt had taken
dancing lessons in New Or-.
leans in 1964 and 1965. But
Zifrldays FBI announcemeht

daid Ray was in prison bel .
ween 1960 and 1967, when hL
" pscaped. .

Ray was sentenced to 2
years in 1959 on a charge of
armed ‘robbery in Saint Louis
Circuit Court. He and another

| ex-convict, James
were convicted of robbing a
Saint Louis supermarket of |
$190 .

| .
g RAY . ATTEMPTED to es-
i-cape from the court room by
! [jumping into an-elevator. He |
iimade two unsuccessful at- !
E’tempts t0 escape from the |
Missouri penitentiary beforez
he succeeded last year.
The. discrepancy, federalf;
| sources said, arose from an;\'
L_error info ‘rhe investigation of !

. “the background of “Galt.”
i The FBI handed out two:
: plctures of Ray taken in 1960. '

In several ways, -they- matched
i plctures of Galt taken in 1968.

l
“. RAY, WHO is now being | )
sought on a Tennessee mur- |
| der charge in the King slay-iJ
mg, has an arrest record dat-
, ing -at least to 1949 when hel
. served time in Los Angeles. on*l
i ' a burglary charge. -
i This followed his. dlschargeg
| DS tieamy. Tha-ERLsaid|,
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/a——Cantinned From Page I March 10, 1928, the son of a

he served as an enlisted man
from February, 1946, to De-
cember, 1948, when he re-
ceived a general discharge for
ineptness and lack of adapt-
ability.

His Army record showed a
three-month sentence at hard
labor for being drunk and
breaking arrest, the FBI said.

THE BUREAU’S dossier on
Ray indicates he has been a
drifter since he left school in
_the 10th grade at Alton, Il

He has worked as a baker,
laborer and color matcher.

In 1952, according to the
I, he was convicted in Chi-

cago for armed robbery and
served two years in Joliet and
Pontia, Ill, state prisons. In
1955, the FBI said, he was
convicted of forging U.S. post-
al money orders in Missouri
and was confined to Lea-
venworth penitentiary until
1958. {

Warden Harold Swenson of
the Missouri State Prison in
Jefferson City, said Ray was
“‘an evasive type of person.”

“I DON’T think anyody ei-
ther liked him or disliked
him,” the warden said.

Swenson said Ray had suc-
eeded in escaping from the

rison by hiding in a bread
ruck. He had been working in
he prison’s food service sys-
tem.

The FBI said Ray has listed
his birth date as March 10,
1928, and his birthplace as II-
linois.

The city clerk at Alton, IlI,
Paul A. Price, said a James

E&T Ray~was born there on

laborer.

THE PRINCIPAL at Alton
Senior High School said his
records showed three people
named James Ray attended

the school during the period

the wanted man would have
been there.

THE PRISON in Jefferson
City, Mo, listed his mother a
Mrs Lucille Ryan of Sain
Louis. A brother, Jerry
Ray, was reported to live i
Wheeling, III, and anothel
brother, John Ray in Saint
Louis.

The bureau did not say
what set of fingerprints in the
King case was matched with
those of Ray, but ‘it is pre-
sumed that prints were found
on a rifle dropped near the
scene of the killing as well as
in the furnished room occu-
pied by the sniper.

The FBI also has report
recovering a white Mustan
automobile in Atlanta, Ga, be
lieved to have been used b
the killer.

In a warrant obtained by
the FBI Wednesday, the fugi-
tive was accused of con-
spiring with an individual ‘‘al-
leged to be his brother’” to
‘“‘injure, oppress, threaten, or
intimidate = Martin  Luther
King Jr.” ———
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Uescrlotlons of ng
‘ Suspect at Variance -

¢ Memphls Tenn, (AP) —
ranking Memphis polxce officer
_acknowledges there are “a
whole lot of. dlscrepancxes in
official descriptions of the man
sought as ‘the sniper slayer of

Dr. Martin Luther 'King Jr.
Fsst. Chief Bill Price referred
it statements that James Earl
y, 40, an’ escaped Missouri
epnvict, and Eric Starvo Galt,
flrst sought for ngs April 4

the same person.

“You don’t know what to look
for,” Price .said Sunday as of-
ficers here and elsewhere con-
tinued their investigation of the
slaying. The nationwide man-
hunt continues. - '

The FBI issued a conspiracy
warrant’ Wednesddy for Galt,
then updated their case Fnday
bff saying a fingerprint. com-
. p,anson .showed Galt was really
k ]
: . ) ’The naming of Ray in the
. case caused confusion, primari-| -
' 1y because earlier official state-| *

ments indicate that Galt and

. Ray were in different places at
(I the same time. ;

’ i When Galt was charged a5 a

! ‘conspirator in King’s death by

rifle bullet, the FBI said the

an had taken dancmg lessons

ih New Orléans in 1964-65. The

BI said later the earlier de-
I rription should have said Galt

H reportedly took dancing lessons
.o rather than stating it flatly.
! ' . v During that time, Ray was in
i . . the Missouri State Prison’ at
: ¥ iJefferson City, serving a 20-

¢ ' . year sentence for a 1959 super-
R . market robbery. .

I : . The age of the man also was
in " conflict.

- Witnesses who saw a man in
a Memphls rooming housefrnm)

Ajassassination in Memphis, are

. v
) .

estimated his age as in the 1ate
20s. The: FBI, in issuing its
warrant. for - Galt said he hd
given his birthdate July 80i
1931, That would make him 36.
The FBI said Friday Ray is 40.
The personalities of the two

virtually a nondrinker, The FBL
describes Galt as-a fancier of
beer and vodka.: :
“There were other dxfferences‘
Galt: neat appearance Ray;
careless appearance.-

Galt: .Southern accent, Ray
born in Alton Ill. No: Southem
accent, -

Afty. Gen. Ramsey- ‘CIa i
who came to Memphis aftpr
King ‘was slain, at first rulqd
out a conspiracy, but then tfge
FBI issued its warrant for' Galt
on a conspiracy ‘charge, .

Police here have their 'own
investigation of " the. slaying
under way, and officials say
detectives are working hard on
the case.

One . theory* thhm the Mem-
phis department is - that Eric
Starvo Galt -is 'a myth, pain=
stakingly created by the cqn-
spirators: as a’'smoke screen.,
..¢Somebody..has muddxed t e
waters,” Prlce saxd

h‘ﬁ‘m':;“',e fatal bullet:was fired

X1

/ 3

COPRIES IN:

o455

170" ORI®. SENT 10 BUREAU_’_’ZZQ;Z/ 4[ o

.t,

s (Indlcute page, name df

men are sometimes at odds.: A .
prison pal described Ray as |-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
File No. April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's ""Ten Most Wanted Fugitives,"

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives'" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, compai‘ing latent fingerprints uncovered
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted
notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,
charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of
burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray
is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown
hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.

Described as a "loner and "drifter, ' with a ""rural" quality in his speech, Ray
has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and
completed a course at a school of bartending,

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information

concerning him to the nearest FBI office. 6/%__ /50 7// v2’7
SEARCHED _____ 1 INDEXED -~

SERIALIZED S22 _FILED

APR2 51368

FBI—HOUSTON Y
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to . WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 -
File No. April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's '"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. "
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
""Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.
An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered

in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,
charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of
burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray
is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
Described as a "loner and "drifter, ' with a "rural' quality in his speech, Ray

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and
completed a course at a school of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information

£ Y52 7C) 2

concerning him to the nearest FBI office. - TNDEXED
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i The hunt for the assassin of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. has taken
some odd turns, and one of the more

: Department and its agency, the Fed-
- .eral Bureau of Investigation,. have
been behaving. ’

“Immediately after the killing Atty
Gen. Ramsey Clark exuded optlmlsm
about an arrest. “We are very close,”

e said. A few days later he said he
;Lc‘)ped to prov1de a picture of the sus-

ect. But it was not until a week after

‘ly disclosed the name of Eric Starvo
Galt. )

And so it has gone since Apr11 4,
Clark’s optimism has faded, and the

ing the public confused.

. ‘man-hunting agency was tarnished by
" the length of time taken to identify

nvict James Earl Ray. It was 15 days

; if fingerprints of Galt as those of ex-
c

1
AR

Il
¢

B a0

T
CORIBS fH:

JORY
.f.N

. unusual ones is the way the Justice .

e murder that the FBI inadvertent-

FBIL has seemed almost intent on keep-

The FBI's image as the smoothest .

ter. the assassmatmn In questlon js__no one has yet been apprehended,

o sunss_Z/26h

fv4ﬁ& §o-92

‘=__.~_..._\ N

!-Bi loses some of its shme |

_ whether 1t really took that long, or’

whether the FBI was w1thhold1ng the
‘mformatlon )

It was not untﬂ Sunday that the FBI :

. put Galt or Ray on its most wanted ;

list. The success of the list.in appre--
hending wanted persons over the'

" years has been good. It is hard to un- i

derstand why the description and
photo of Galt were hot:released as

- soon as they were uncovered.

The FBI could never be accused of ;
‘being loose-lipped, but the most want-"
ed list was a-creation of its directml
J. Edgar Hoover. He has always beef :
proud of the role it has played in ap-
‘prehending those unfortunate enough
to be listed. . .

We ‘wonder’ if the. recent pohcy
adopted by the American Bar Assn. i
.against pre-trial publicity has unduly i 1
influenced the FBI. If this is the case, }
the results are plain enough. The pub- ;
lic linking of Galt and Ray. was' made |
about two weeks after the killing, and ‘;
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . 5010-108 .
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO ¢ All Investigative Employees DATE: April 22, 1968
Sy .
RoM~ : Director, FBI Y So7

1.O. #4182; W. F. #442-A
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY FBI — HOUSTON
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY 1/
"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM

RELEASE DATE: SATURDAY P, M., APRIL 20, 1968

SEARCHED NDEXED. ‘
SERIALIZED ) lm—éz
suBJecT: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE N2 € 1968
NN S
///l

THE CRIMES: Ray escaped from the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri,
on April 23, 1967, while serving a 20-year sentence for armed robbery and operating a
motor vehicle without the owner's permission. He subsequently allegedly conspired, under
the alias Eric Starvo Galt, to violate the civil rights of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr,, shot to
death on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel on April 4, 1968.

THE CRIMINAL: A 40-year-old white native of Illinois, who is known as a "loner' and
"drifter'™ and has taken elaborate steps to establish a false identity, Ray has an extensive
criminal record, including convictions for burglary, robbery and forging U, S, Postal Money
Orders. Outstanding characteristics include a straight narrow nose, straight and even teeth,
a noticeably protruding left ear and a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe. He has taken
dancing lessons, attended bartending school, enrolled in a correspondence course in lock-
smithing and traveled widely in a 1966 Mustang recovered in Atlanta, Georgia, a week after
Dr. King's murder. Ray likes western and country music, drinks vodka and beer and has
worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

PROCESS: A Federal warrant issued at Jefferson City, Missouri, on July 20, 1967, charges
Ray with unlawful interstate flight to avoid confinement for robbery. Another Federal war-
rant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, charges Ray, as Eric Starvo Galt,
with conspiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen.

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES'": Ray is a special addition to the list of "Ten Most
Wanted Fugitives.™ The list as of Saturday p. m., April 20, 1968, was:

John William Clouser L. O. #3837 Charles Lee Herron L O. #4163
Howard Callens Johnson 1. O. #4039 George Edward Wells I.O. #4175
George Benjamin Williams 1. O. #4072 David Evans L O. #4177
Gordon Dale Ervin L O. #4087 Franklin Allen Paris I O. #4178
Carmen Raymond Gagliardi L. O, #4101 David Stuart Neff 1. O. #4179

James Earl Ray L O. #4182

THEY ARE ALL ARMED AND DANGEROUS, If you receive any information, give it
at once to your SAC or appropriate supervisor.
PHOTOGRAPHS, FINGERPRINTS AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA OF ALL FUGITIVES ON THE

LIST ARE ON THE REVERSE SIDE,
| ST/ 26) 27
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April 20, 1968

The FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives'
James Earl Ray is a special addition.

CONSIDER ALL ARMED AND DANGEROUS

DAVID EVANS, also known as:
"Pee Wee."

N; born 10-11-44; 5'7-5'8"; 140-150 1bs;

med bld; blk hair; brn eyes; 1t comp;

occ - lab, upholsterer. Wanted by FBI

for BANK ROBBERY and UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO

AVOID PROSECUTION (Burglary, Laroceny,

and Receiving Stolen Goods).

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4177

FBI#-388 901 E

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1966

CHARLES LEE HERRON, also known as:
Lee Jones.

N; born 4-21-37 (?); 5'7"-5'8"; 145-

150 1bs; sldr bld; blk hair; brn eyes;

dk comp; occ - clerk. Wanted by FBI

for UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECU-

TION (Murder; Assault with Intent to

Commit Murder).

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4163

FBI#-313 926 G

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: UNKNOWN

GEORGE EDWARD WELLS, also known as:
George W. Cox, Lloyd Kuczmarski.
W; born 5-14-16; 5'8"; 165-175 1lbs;
med bld; brn hair, gr; brn eyes; med
comp; occ - maintenance worker, painter.
Wented by FBI for UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO

AVOID PROSECUTION (Armed Robbery);
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN

PROPERTY.

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4175
FBI#-1 467 173

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1967

CARMEN RAYMOND GAGLIARDI, also known as: 17 M 29
Carmelo Raimondo Gegliardi (true neme), I 32
Carmen R. Gagliardi.

W; born 10-1-40; 5'10 1/2"; 185-200 1bs;

hvy bld; blk hair; brn eyes; med comp;

occ - lab. Wanted by FBI for UNLAWFUL

FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION (Murder).

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4101

FBI#-566 944 D

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965

GEORGE BENJAMIN WILLIAMS, 23 M 21
also known as: Allen I3l
Benjamin Colby, Ben Jackson,
George Benjamin William.

W; born 6-15-11; 5'6"; 155 1bs;

med bld; brn hair, gr, balding;

bl eyes; rdy comp; rt ring fngr

amp; occ - constr worker, dairy

worker, mech, miner, pipe fitter.

Wanted by FBI for BANK ROBBERY.

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4072

FBI#-497 062

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965

s
LI
[} o
©
adoEa
wC BEOES
Iou A;aRES .
ke [ o
Ly oo <+ 0 o ﬁ e '
e fi” ~goH
W hed HW A= '
g o K 1 -~ O
/A 0P L= HO Q '
g ) © 300 H Q
+ = —~ 0 MO P — 1
[cR e} B = =
0 AR 1 ! o]
.@= = @ O E4 g 3 W
o dunn A RET L 2
s OHOE&%
By 2 8RS 388
mgn o n<ESS
-5 0 - &
L] h’EN_cﬂcﬂ =20
< o 1 4 9~—0
xSsBEdogod g HoH
hSHHLOQBﬁ H
SdAH 108 # <o O
éw Pl o g E= o S
0 hE R A H v
H_ o foEEENEBERQE
ep g8 H < M
0 - £ 00 - | E 1
G300 2  HHEz%E
BRIk o 00 (&) |-
-0 g opm<a
= EgEo0oAH<OHERA

FRANKLIN ALLEN PARIS, also known as:
Franklin Allen Morrison, Al Paris,
Allie Paris, Frank Allen Paris, 11 S
Franklen Allen Paris. M

W; born 1-20-34; 6'2"; 190-210 1lbs;

med bld; brn hair; brn eyes; med comp;

occ - horse trader, horse trainer,
rancher. Wanted by FBI for UNLAWFUL

FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION (Burglary).

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4178

FBI#-595 084 A

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1966

o
ad

HOWARD CALLENS JOHNSON, also known as:
"Dirty Red."

N; born 4-14-16 (?); 5'9"; 160-170

1bs; med bld; blk hair; brn eyes;

med comp, freckled; occ - brickmason,

carpenter, lab. Wanted by FBI for

UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION

(Murder).

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4039

FBI#-1 501 726

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1959

JOHN WILLIAM CLOUSER, also known as:
Jack Clauser, John William Clauser,
Chuck A. Williams.

W; born 3-29-32; 5'9"; 175-200 1bs;

stky bld; blond hair, may be dyed blk;

bl eyes; rdy comp; occ - clerical
worker, stock clerk. Wanted by FBI
for INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF

STOLEN MOTOR VEHICIE.

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-3837

FBI#-229 125 C

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1963

GORDON DALE ERVIN, also known as:
Dale Ervin.

W; born 5-30-26; 5'11"-6'0"; 170 1bs;

med bld; brn hair; bl eyes; med comp;

oce - carpenter, lifeguard, mach shop

worker, locomotive fireman, salesman,

shipyard worker, typist. Wanted by

FBI for UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID

CONFINEMENT (Armed Robbery).

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4087

FBI#-290 533 A

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965

DAVID STUART NEFF, also known as:
Steven Andrews, Solomon Baker, Steven
Greene, George Medina, David J. Neff,
David Stewart Neff, Donald O'Brien.

W; born 12-26-36; 5'8"=5'9"; 190-200 1lbs;

hvy bld; brn hair; brn eyes; med comp;

occ - horse trainer, lab, painter,
plumber, surveyor. Wanted by FBI for

BANK ROBBERY.

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4179

FBI#-524 874 D

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965
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‘Police in ‘northwest
Mexico say they are ques-
tioning a U.S. citizen who
they say resembles James
- Earl 'Ray, wanted on a
charge of slaying' Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

.. In Baltimore, however,  the
| arrested man’s mother said,
"“There is just no connection.
i He doesn't even lock like
“him.”

Lt. Roberto Flefcher of the
Judicial Pelice Investigation

Otfice in Caborca, Mexico,

said the man carricd a US.

passport issued to Danial
David Kennedy. Fletcher said

_cluding cne involving New Or-

Balti-

and said he was .from
more. :
Meanwhile, the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation jn Wash- :
ington said it:is checking nu-
merous ‘rumor stories” on
the King assassination, ;-in-

leans. _
LOUIS LOMAX; a newsman
for the North American News-
paper Alliance, continued to
follow Ray’s trail between
Los Angcles and New Orleans

1 and reported that “if becomes
| increasingly certain” (hat a

Deec. 16, 1967, phone ‘call Ray

TR R

|

‘Kennedy.

=
year-old son --leff Baltimgre:
March 24 to go t§ TIEXTCo-,
“he wanted to take off, thatis
all”—and that he telephoncd
her from there on Sunday. " :

“HE WAS SO HAPPY when
he talked to me,” said Mrs.
“He said pegple
were so friendly fo him there,
because everything was so
peaceful and quiet.”

Fletcher said earlier that the
man he was holding” made a’
telephone call* to -Baltimore
this week asking that money
be sent-to him in Caborca.

Agents of the Sgnera state

Date:

Edition:RED COMET

Author:
Editor: JQORGE D‘]. HEALY

Titie:

. David, because a Mexican po-.

made from Houston to New i police were en route to Ca-

Orleans “will provide the [y ==y o

. the man to
clue” to who paid for the as- [ro ca ‘0 TeIn :
sassination. } Hermosillo, the state capital,

) w» Fletcher said. He added that
. hY ind
,In Bal_tlmo_xe,;.\lrs; Pearl E. FBI agents were on their way
Kennedy said an FBI agent . ,
AT 2. . to Hermosillo from Arizona
told her Mexican authorities .., % Phoenix. John Mull. i
were holding her son. Daniel -u@ M oentx. - ofn Biull, in
e : + charge of the FBI in Arlzogla,
lice officer said he resembled 521 he had heard nothing

. 1 from Mexican authorities and
! e 18 kilting the ; =
the man accused of gthe  one.of his agents was en

the man dented any congec- . let alone kill a.human beipg.’”

tiowitir*King’s assassination .

Negro civil rights leader. s—-z="% o & s
It was impossible for him Loute to Hermosillo. : :
to do it,” said Mrs. Kennedy. !
“He. wouldn’t even hurt a fly,
Mrs. Kennedy said ner- 41- '
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MER AT b isked _tion yesterday that Ray was

the man up about 6 p. m. yes-
terday in a cafe in Caborea,
about 80 miles southwest of
Nogales, Ariz. The officer said
“he took the man’ in, because
of .his similarity to published
photographs of Ray.

Fletcher said the man cross-
ed the border at Nogales on
April 7 and told him he had

~walked to Caborca.
« Police in Ciudad Victoria
f{idetained another man briefly
>i10 days ago because he fitted
“the general description of
Ray.- There have been re-
.ports from several other Mexi-
iscan cities of persons spotting
».men resembling Ray.
<o The FBI announced April 17
rithat it was seeking a man
wddentified as Eric Starvo Galt
5 in connection with King's slay-
=ing in Memphis April 4,

" . TWO DAYS LATER, the bu-

sreat said a ‘“‘systematic and
~sexhaustive search” through its

fingerprint files revealed that
«.Galt and Ray, a 40-year-old
“drifter and prison escapee,
Sgreiie Same man.

registered at the Provincialg_.imgd_,to Ray

Motel, 1027 Chartres, from
Dec, 17 through 19 last year.

LOMAX REPORTED that
Ray met a man Lomax identi-
fied only .as “a major New
Crleans industrialist” at the
motel on Dec. 17,

i In a new dispatch today
from Yuma, Ariz., Lomax re-
“ported that the search for the
- person or persons involved in
the assassination has closed
in on a mysterious Hollywood
!blonde who knew Ray better
“than anyone else and the
equally mysterious -New Or-
leans industrialist with whom
Ray maintained constant tele-
‘phone contact. .

Although the FBI investiga-

tion seems to be stymied, Lo-

facts can'.be reported as a:
-result of this reporter’s ef-
forts”:

“JAMES EARL RAY spent
~considerable time as a resi-
dent of the St. Francis hotel
;along Hollywood Blvd. in Los

" Ray fled the Missouri Peni—-#ngeles. Each evening at ap-

*fentiary April 23, 1967, while
serving the seventh year of a
+ 20-year senterice for yrobbery
~'and auto theft in St. Louis.
2+ The FBI said Eric Starvo
’Galt was one of a string of
i:aliases used’ by Ray in fre--
quent brushes with the law
~beginning when he was 21-
years old, several years aft-
er he dropped oui of high
school in the 10th.grade.

RAY WAS described as 5

Vfeet, 10, inches tall, 163 to
174. pounds, with brown hair, "
~bjue eyes and small scars
“on his “forehead and. right
»palm. He was said to have a-
habit of tugging on an ear
:when nervous. His left ear-
‘protrudes slightly further
than his right ear.

The FBI said acquaintances
of Ray called him a loner,
who -likes - beer and vodka,”
favors country and Western-

:proximately 6 o'clock he en-
“fered 5 public telephone booth |
vin the hotel lobby and made |
»long-distance, pre-paid calls.

- “The number of this booth

is known and an intensive in- '
vestigation is under way to
discover whom Ray was call-
ing. :

- “According to people who

knew Ray, he had a doodling
habit and :the walls of the

.phone booth involved reveal

that someone had written

o .

“of a TV set known to have be-

——,

.- THE MYSTERIOUS blonde

friend of Ray has been traced
first to Cincinnati and then
to Milwaukee. It is certain
that Ray purchased her ticket
to visit. her parenis in the
Midwest. .

It is also certain that she
left her parents three weeks
ago and moved into a Milwau-
kee hotel under an assumed
name and with a man who
said he was her husband.
The woman in question is not
married.

On April 22, the woman, so
far identified only as Jerri,

| wrote a. Los Angeles friend a

letter. The leiter indicated
that Jerri had moved into the

' max yesterday wrote, “These-=—In0tel a few days after King

was assassinated and that she
planned to return to Los An-
geles in two weeks. .

The woman is not a suspect
in the .case. Investigators
hope she can give addition-
al details about Ray’s activi-
ties and contacts.

Lomax is now following
Ray’s trail from Los Angeles
to New Orleans, where Lomax
said Ray made contact with
a man ‘“who is probably an
industrialist and a builder”
shortly before last Christmas.
Lomax’ story continued:

“DURING'THE trip Ray
made several telephonic ef-
forts to reach his New Or-
leans contfact. The first three
efforts resulted in a ‘no an-
swer.” On the fourth try, Ray

‘death before dishonor.” This—eg6t an answer but the evi-

is a slogan often used by
Southerners who resen!{ having -
lost the: Civil War.”
- The .writing on the phone
booth wall is surrounded by
drawings of swastikas and
the Maltese Cross. Yet an-
other doodling on the wall
reads “Down with Mexicans,
Niggers and Martin Luther
Coon.” :

It is believed that Ray,

music and speaks with a then known as Galt, made the
rural twang. ..doodlmghs_. ) .
In Washington, the FBI But this™ could be certified

“with “‘rumor stories” in the .
Hing-slaying and is checking-

“them ‘out. The agency had
zbeen asked about ?hekmé‘mw

only when the FBI fingerprint

-.said it has been swanped. Ol

cXperts mateh the—wriitsg on
the wall with that on the back |

dence suggests that the party

“he wished to contact was not

there. ey

“It is further evident that
Ray, during the fourth phone
call, made a date to call his
contact at 9 o’clock the fol--
lowing evening. This particu-
lar call was made from.a
phone booth near Yuma. At
approximately 9 p. m. Dec.
16, Ray contacted his New
Orleans ally, from a phone
booth in Houston.

“LATE YESTERDAY after-
noon, another startling devel-

opment occurred, The woman .

known as Jerri, along with
her ‘husband,’” suddenly van-
ished from the Royal Hotel,
435 Michigan st., Milwaukee.

“Shortly after a long dis-
tance call from this reporter,
the woman and the man al-
leged to be her husband sud-
denly checked out of the mo-
tel,” Lomax wrote, .

“According to the relief
clerk who works only on Wed-
nesday, the description of the
woman's husband is similar
to that of James Earle Ray.
This disclosure adds under-
standing to the FBI press re-
lease that they were search-
ing for Ray near the Cana-
dian border which is not too
far from Wisconsin.

“Even so, the search for
the bankrollers of Ray con-
centrates on New Orleans and
it becomes increasingly cer-

tain that Ray’s phone call "

from the phone boath in Hous-
top will provide the clue.”
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O ‘1968 The Los Angeles Times- ~*°
Washlngton Post News Service

. Atlanta—James Earl Ray, the

|accused assassin of Dr, Martin

Luther King, was visited in the
Missouri State -Prison by his

aping the prison last year, ac-
ordmg to Warden Harold- Swen—
son.

An FBI complaint filed on

1April’ 17 accused Eric Starvo

Galt, whom the FBI has since
identified as James Earl Ray,
of conspiring with “an individ-
ual whom he ‘alleged t0 be his
brother,”” to- violate Dr. King’s
civil rights. The complaint did
xnot name the individual.
i In a telephone interview Tues-
day from the prison at Jeffer-
‘son City, Warden Swenson said
prison records showed it was
the eighth time John Ray had
visited his brother, who was
sfrving 20 years for robbery.
FBI Won’t Comment
Newsmen have been unable
té locate John Ray and the FBI
refuses to say anythmg about
him. .
Memphls pollce also have ac-
cused’ James Earl Ray, in-the
name of Galt, with murder.
~ Warden Swenson said prison
records show that Jerry Ray,
another of the suspect’s broth-
ers, visited him five times, Two
known relatives of the suspect
have said he has one other liv-
ing brother, Max, a teen-ager.
- Meanwhile, the FBI continued
a nationwide search for the sus-| -
pect, who is believed to have
abandoned a white Mustang in
Atlanta 12 to 14 hours-after-the
April 4 assassination of Dr.
King in Memphis on April 4.
ere is no report of his having
béen seen since early April 5
when several witnesss here re-
pbrted seeing a man_believed
{6 be Ray. park the "Mustang
and walk off. .-,

qus Bromé: Vusnfed
Hlm Before Escape

. ON .. .-
. "BY JACK NELSON i 'ied John and Jerry Ray as re-

grother, John, a day before es-| |

“|brother at the prison once, in Lo

N Presxdent Kennedy was assassx-
a5 25535,

l'
o ke
B F
;

).

Pnson Tecords from 1960 hst- ty penny on that,” Ray told C
siding with their grandmother, 1(:115 é;]fter hearmg OE Kenned "
Mrs. Mary Maher, at 1913 Hick-9%2 ’ 3
ory St., St. Louxs but an.in- Aboutaweek Iater mthe yard
vestigation showed they had not)f the Missouri state prison- at :
lived there for sevéral years.! efferson City, a “new man just;
Believed Migrant n off the street” told them “the”
The Los Angeres Times has)Usinessmen’s association has a,
leamed John Ray's school rec-pillion-dollar bounty out fory
ords in Ewing, Mo., show. heflartin- Luther King,” Curtis
was born on Feb, 14, 1933, An2id. :
uncle, William E. Maher .of| He said Ray smiled and ' qd*
Alton, T, told a Times :re- f there’s a million dollars, o3t
porter he thought John_was al King, I believe if-I ever t$
mlgrant farm 'worker, - -t 'l collect: lt o, e :_' o
John, "who apparently al 0 Al
went by the nickname Jacl, e
has a middle name which.Maher{ . "
said he thought was “William.\’ R
However, Warden Swenson said’ ) BN
that on.an application card for ' . VL VL
his prison "visitor's pass John
signed his name- “and -the’ mid-
dle name looks like “Larry.";
Swenson said John visited his,

1962, three times in 1963, three -
times in 1966, and once in 196‘{ : S

on April 22, the day before the
escape, He saxd he did not kngw

-Ithe significance of the last visit,

‘‘But we saw no evidence that]
John had anything to do with|
the escape.” Ray, who worked|
as a baker in the prison, wasi -
believed to have escaped by, hld- :
ing in a bakery truck. :
Swenson said Jerry Ray vxs-"
ited his brother twice in 1963'
and three -times in 1965. Jerry'
is believed to be in his mid- ZOSt
Bounty Reported 7o
Meanwhile, a. Georgia convs'rct' :
said Ray once said he would cql-j .
ect a-“million-dollar bounty’
put up by a mysterious “busi-
nessmen’s association” for the
death of Dr. King, accordmg to,
a prison friend. ‘
Raymond Curtis, in ]all herej. » .
awaiting an appeal of a murder ;
conviction, said the matter of
King first came up shortly after|

nated,in 1963. -

Well somebody made a p?t-,
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[ Acknowledge ] Open Case
[] Assign Reassign (] Prepare lead cards
[] Bring file . [] Prepare tickler
] Call me [ Recharge serials
] Correct [] Return assignment card
[} Deadline (] Return file
[] Deadline passed ] Return serials
(] Delinquent (] Search and return
(] Discontinue [] See me
[] Expedite ] Send Serials
] File to
[ For information (] Submit new charge out
[ Handle (] Submit report by
(] Initial & return [ Type

] Leads need attention
[] Return with explanation or notation as to action taken.
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. BY- JACK NELSON :i
. 91968 Los Angeles Times: * ety
Washington Post News SEI’VlCe

4
Washmgton—A map -of “Atlan-
ta- w1th the areas of Dr, ~Martm

church circled haa been mked
to accused assassm’James Earl‘

|Ray by the FBI. -

It was learned Tuesday from
an ummpeachable source, 'that
the map .is “part -of the. FBI’

spu'acy case against Ray..

The .map-tends to support
|theory - by. some - investigator}
that Ray stalked Dr. King fo
|some time before- fatally -shoot-
ing him on April 4 as the seivil
ights-leader stood. on a baicony
dutside his Memphis hotel room.

| The areas circled included the
benezer’ Baptist Church- on-Au-
purn Ave. in a Negro business
area’ on the eastern edge. of
downtown Atlanta .and the area
of Dr. King’s residence..

" Dr.-King and his father, The

served as co-pastors of the
church
* Australian: pohce are makmg

Canherra jpolice ‘official§ rs.a i d
thie. ‘FBI.cabled that it -had; in-

Aap of Atlanta
Llnked to Rg_,yq

- [Jefferson-County (Birminghamy
evidence in.its civil ‘rights con-|

|dence thattRay was in Birming-
(ham-the,same time as Dr. King

Rev. Martin Luther. Klng S

a :nationwide- search- for Ray.|"

formation indicating Ray might
{have fled-to Australia.. . .. |

Australian : police - have als ‘
begun an intensive exammatxo ‘
of all éntry documents filed “af]
pomts of entry since-King’s as-
|sassination, “but officers . say
nothing pOSlthe hds’ turned’ up
yet. .
Ray ‘has been the ob]ect of a
nationwide manhunt sinee ‘April
7 when the FBI charged him— |
n a complaint listing him up-|
er;the alias of Eric Starvo Galt

{-with conspiring to violate Dr.

ing’s civil rights. Memphis po:
lice quickly followed with a mur-
der charge.

Two days after ﬂlmg the com-
plaint, the FBI announced that
fingerprints revealed that Galt
actually was Ray, a 40-year-old

Ithat ‘the crime “involved more

|store” that" Ray, in purchasm
ha. rlfle on March 29, ‘mentione

M@FEI obtalﬂriLepA’ﬂ
lanta - map with - its” markings
is ot known. It apparently was
either left by Ray as he fled
the murder scene or was found
in a“car he abandoned in At-
lanta. . ... F i

The FBI' alleges Ray bought
a rifle with telescopic sight it
Birmingharh ‘on’ March 29. And,

heriff Mel Bailey has said thp
| illing -probably-was planned i
Birminghaim ERET ||

| Bdileysaid +th-ere -was -evi-

Jast-O¢tobet and- November. “He
could have laid in wait on many
occasions, waiting for a shot at
ng,” 4Ba11ey ‘said.

“Federal 1nvest1gators, how-
‘ever, appareritly’ favor: the the-
ory that’ Ray, who was. known
to "be "strangely- 1mpulswe di
not’ plan “the killing-over’ th ‘t
long a period of time. . ; .

* Although- “the FBI'" complai
ceused the-suspéct ‘0f  eonspir-|
ng in the assassination with. “anj
ndividual whom, he- alleged: to|

that the FBD’s investigation has|
turned up little or. no evidence

than one person.

The: FBI’s allegatlon of a con-
spiracy  apparently rests solely
on the statement by a:clerk at-a|
ermmuham sportmg goods|

I phxs boarding house' from’ which
the vhad fired the. fathl “.shot.’

7 aim. and.9 a.m. (EST): April

escapee from the Mlssoum State
Pem%enhar? e

that he ‘and his. brother, plann
to use it.. - ;
. The ‘wedpon, a 30 06: I‘lﬂe wa

fraced to the store by, the FBI

after. havmg been’ idropped : by
the "assassin ‘as he fled, a Mem-

“The “FBI apparently has lost
all trace of Ray since between

5%i2=ic-1¢ hours afml-

N

1sctiption of one which fled the}
* |murder seene, was. registered in

mg-—-..—‘ﬁmman was Sgen aban:|
doning a white Mustang in af
pubhc housing project in Atlanta,
The car, which matched the-de-

the nameé of EI'IC Starvo Galt.

be his brother,” it was learned; .

Ray began. usmg that alias some
tlme after escapmg from prison
on’ April 23, 11967, _according. toi
authontles ) -

A questlon still bothermg the{
FBIis:'whether Ray, although
ne is -] believed--to have yacted

lone in the -actual assassina-

jtion, mlqht not have been a hired
Ikiller. He is believed to havef
'spent $6000-to $8000 in cash after
his. escape :and -had -no known

féited'a vehicle for which he had
paid $2000 cash- only seven
months earlier. - .. :

A leadmg theory among in-
'vestigators, however, is" that
Ray was-a Lee Harvey Oswald-
type assassin, a loner and loser,
who brooded over his own low|
station in life"and finally decided
on’ oné act of violence that would
lifti h1m from” obscurxty

The source ‘of hlS funds re-)
dins a puzzle ‘Could he “have|
leenia ‘more sticcessful robber
dnd burglar ‘than his record in-
dicates? Did he live off stolén
funds after- his, ‘escape of did
he'have cash stashed away from|
a ‘crime ‘committed before hig
last imprisonment? The FBI..
does not” pretend to know th
answers,: -

One thing the pamstakmg FBI]
investigation'© has'.'turned = up

Alsreagh=some };ris;)%g,s )

.|said Ray showed no manifesta-
-|tions of racism, it is now known

that he brooded .over race prob
ms and had a deep hatred or
ar of Negroes. He once re-
cted a fransfer to a priso
farm—a coveted move for mostf
convicts—because of "the high
peresntagegf Negross=thers, |

employment during that time.|}
In abandoning his ear, he.for-f'

about Ray is that he is more of |

a Tacist=tan. was ¢ elieved. )

“THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE"

5/1/68

HOUSTON, TEXAS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




prother of James Earl Ray,
the man sought by the FBI in

the slaying of Dr Martin Lu-

Y RAY
Wanted Man’s Brother

Ray to surrender, the Chicago
Sun-Times reported Thursday.

In an interview, the news-
paper ;eported Jerry Ray, 32,
as saying:

“IF HE is still alive I urge
him to surrender himself to
the FBI or contact someone in
the family and ask them to
make surrender arrange-
ments.

“If he’s still alive the FB
is going to get him, you ca
be sure of that.”

The newspaper said Jerry
Ray was a maintenance man
at a golf club in one of Chi-
cago’s northern suburbs.

James Earl Ray, 40, has
been the object of a search
throughout the nation and in
Mexico since April 19 when
the FBI identified him as the
mysterious Eric Starvo Galt,
wanted in the April 4 slaying
of King at Memphis.

THE FBI said James Earl
Ray was identified through
fingerprints. Ray escaped

rom the Missouri State

967.

In discussing his brother,
erry Ray said the family
feared James might be dead.
Jerry was also quoted as say,
ing his brother was ‘‘never
man of violence,” but migh
have been “used’” as part of
conspiracy. ‘

Jerry Ray told the Sun-
Times it seemed apparent
from news dispatches that his
brother had come into some
money.

“BUYING Mustangs, taking
dancing lessons, taking trips
to Mexico. Look at the mile-
age he put on his car. You
don’t get that kind of money
from sticking wup grocery
stores, and my brother wasn’t
the kind to stick up currency

exchanges,’’ .zerry was
(uotea—

@S brother sumendered,
Jerry was quoted, and in-
formed on others in ‘‘this
razzle dazzle conspiracy,” the
brother might ‘“get a break
from authorities.” :

To support his contention
at James was not violent,
erry was quoted by the
ewspaper as saying, “Checg

is record. Of all the troubl
he’s been in he never fired
gun or pistol-whipped anyone,
or slapped anyone around.

That wasp’t his style.”

© WASHINGTON = W =
Prison records show ‘James
Earl Ray, charged with mur- |
dering Dr Martin Luther King
Jr, was considered a model
prisoner while in the federal
penitentiary at Leavenworth,
Kan. :

By the time Ray was re-

*leased on April 5, 1958, he ha,
earned — in addition to time
off for good behavior — an

textra 45 days early release
for meritorious conduct.

He served two years and
nine months of a three-year,
nine-month sentence imposed
by a Kansas City federal
court for forging posfal mon;
€y Oraers. :

Brother Wants James Earl Ray To Surrenddx

CHICAGO — (UPI) — The ther King Jr, has called for
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| WASHINGTON — (UPI) —
\The FBI distributed two more
'photographs Tuesday of the
yman accused in the killing of
'Dr Martin Luther King — one
of; them “an exeremely good
|liffeness.”

| 'Both were snapshots 'of
Jdmes Earl Ray, alias Eric
Strvo Galt, an escaped con-
lvict accused of shooting King
o death in Memphis April 4.
! THE “EXTREMELY good
likeness” is-a candid photo-
;graph‘ of Ray in a business
'suit and tie and shows almost
‘his full face, taken in late
iJanpary or early February
{sorfewhere in California.

l The other, which the FBI
was taken last November

,saj
: somewhere in Mexico, shoy
,him wearing sun glasses
alwhat appears to be a whil
sports shirt. The FBI- el |
‘Ray is known to wear sun
\glasses frequently. '
. The two new photographs —
‘the ¥BI refused to say where
lor how they were obtained —:
rwill be displayed throughout
the ycountry along with three
lother pictures of Ray whi
rmow appear on FBI's want
o

OF THE carter phot

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

graphs was taken when Ray
was graduated from bartend-
ing school in Los Angeles ear-
ly this year. His eyes were

closed when the shutter

snapped, but they were
sketched in by an FBI artist.
The picture shows him wear-

ing a white shu't and black-

bow tie.

The other two photographs
were made when Ray entered
the Missouri State Prison in
1960 to serve a 20-year sen-
tence for armed. robbery.

Ray, who escaped from
prison April 23, 1967, by hid-
ing in a truck, is wanted by
the FBI for illegal flight to
avoid prosecution in Ten-

nessee in King’s slaﬁﬁg."—"’ :

FBI *Reléasi"eTZ Ray Pictures;.
‘One Called ‘Good Likeness’ |

THE CIVIL rights leader
was shot to death on a motel
balcony, apparently by a rifle-
man 200 feet away in a room-
ing house bathroom.

Thirteen days later the
announced it had issued
warrant for Galt, but aft
checking some 53,000 finger-
prints, the FBI said two days
afterward that Galt and Ray
were the same man.

Ray was added to the FBI's
list of 10 most-wanted crimi-
nals April 20, There have
been reports of the search.ex-
tending to various foreign i
countries, including Australfa,
and authorities along the U s. 1
borders have been alerted |to
watch for him.

|
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RAY STILL SOUGHT; FBI RELEASES 2 PICTURES OF ESCAPEE

Shot in Sun Glasses Belieyed Made in Mexico; Business Suit, in C
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was not the agent of conspira-
| . [ |

Clark Belleves ng Siaymg

WASHINGTON — (UPD) —"

Atty' Gen Ramsey Clark ex-‘
pressed the belief Sunday that
escaped convict James Earl |
Ray,. acoused of slaying ‘Dr.
Martin Luther King, remlams

alive. Heé “said he was “very|:
optimistic” that Ray would be

1 captured.

Clark -said he found no evi
dence to support theories that’
Ray had been . hired by con-
spirators to kill King and then.
himself was killed. “We have
no evidence to believe that he’
is not still alive,”. he said.

“] BELIEVE we will find .
him,” Clark said. Citing the

“massive .nmanhunt’v -under’
way for Ray, he said, “It is
awfully difficult’ for an indi--
vidual, and particularly. an in:
dividual about whom.so much"
is known, to remain at larg
lin the United" ‘States unde
lthese circumstances.” ]
Interviewed on televisios .
Clark also said the investiga-
tion was still operating on the
assumption that King’s killer

a man actmg alone," he said.

“Thls doeéwupgate other °

.;Suspect Alwe Acted Alone

“OUR. EVIDENCE mdlcates theomes It would’ be lmpo -
_ sible to rule’out a conspiracy

of the right or the left or-the

" middle or any other type of

‘conspiracy. But ‘at this time,
our. evidence is that this man

was acting jalone.”-
e
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JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt,
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride, 4
James Walton, W, C. Herron and James O'Conner.

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
ordered the special addition of Ray to the “Top Ten" list to insure
widespread dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to

e

speed his location. " URNAL"
Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King THE LA 6(§RANGE Jo

on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten- 5/ 13

nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing LA GRANGE, TEXAS

latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger-
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted,
determined that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April
17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to
Anterfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who ; 7 s
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is s // S A '1,‘///, i / é
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery. ‘/ sl N G4 '3
His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and TR
forging U.S. Postal Money Orders. VA ”&:{(—: ~ AN
A white American, born in Alton, Illinois, on March 10, 1928, A% X ‘,:'.f_ 3
Ray is 5°10’’ tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and

his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a “loner” and S
“drifter,” Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. R
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a school ,’ N\

of bartending.
Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any in-
formgtion concerning him to the nearest FBI office————

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




%1968 ‘The L.os Angeles Tumes—
ashington Post News Service

| St. Louis—*“I'm not interested
in my brother at ail. Not at all.
I never want 130 see him again.”
| The words are harsh;’ bitter,
di ppomfbed and' spoken by
Larry Ray, 37- year-old
brother of James Earl Ray, the
acpused assassin of Dr Martin
Luther King.

John Larry refused to discuss
in detail his brother or anything
touching on the April 4. assas-
sination in Memphis,

A Loner

Moody, and - somewhat of a
loner, he -and his sister, Mrs.

Carol Ann Peper, 27, live quietly
in St. Lou1s seekmg anonymity
r publicity which has

\ thElI' ‘lives came under publlc

1

hated his brother for what he
had done.”

The acquaintance also saxd
John Larry Ray was shocked by
the identification-of James Earl
as the suspected assassin. “He
has tried to make something of
himself despite his poor family
background ~ and maybe he}
knows ‘how James Earl ended
up a convict. Larry’s a nice

guy.”

serutiny.

As the member of the famﬂy
»|closest. to James Earl, John
Larry has been the only one not

publicly accounted for ‘since the
assassmatlon Like- all other
members of the family, ‘how-
ever, he has been questioned at
Iength by the FBI. )

He owns a one-truck delivery
service here and--helps run-a
South Side neighborhood tavern. John Larry lives on ‘the city’s
the Grape Vine, which is leased South Side,” not far from the|]
by his sister. , ‘[ streets and sidewalks where the

: Hate s Brother Ray children matured.

"Father Alive

““Few of hls friends here even
| know John is the ‘brother of
James Earl,” said -a close ‘ac-

quaintance. “He doesn’t talk
about what happened but he said

the father, George Ray, is still
alive and there are some- indi-
cations he may be llvmg in or
near St. Louis. - -

surrounded the Jfamily -since

after 1S assassination that he Ray talked briefly about his

Conti'ary to pubhshed repbrts,‘

am——

Tay s Brofher Woants to Forge# Him

brother but réfused to go into)
any detail. ’ ‘

«T don’t have any comment.
T’'m not implicated in this in any:
way. The FBI has been here to
talk to me. They've talked to
my sister. She’s sick and ti
of it ‘all and so am I, he said.

“T could sell my story
$15,000 or $20,000 to magazings
or television if I wanted to. Bub
1 don’t want to do that and 1
don’t have any intention of doing
it, I don’t want to talk about 1t3

That’s all there is gz_n_’_’__lul j

added. N
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WANTED BY THE FBI

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt,
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride,
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O’Conner.

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the
alias Eric Sta;}o Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
ordered the special addition of Ray to the “Top Ten” list to insure
widespread dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to
speed his location. :

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten-
n , motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing
latgént fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingér-
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were postéd,

deflermined that Galt and Ray are identical. n U]
Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April THE ROCKPORT PILOT
17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to 5_23-68
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is ROCKPORT, TEXAS
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery. el BN /
His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and ,L/ %‘, / 6 é) /) = BX
forging U.S. Postal Money Orders. C {7, <
A white American, born in Alton, Illinois, on March 10, 1928, i
Ray is 510"’ tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short SEARCHED 7% INDEXED.
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and SERIAL2eD L/ FiLeD [ 4e
his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a “loner” and L P :
“drifter,” Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color match NMAY 2 ‘ 0968
Hel has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a schog
of [bartending. FBI — HOUSTON , b
onsider Ray armed and extremieiy dangerous. Report any in )
fofmation concerning him to the nearest FBI office. B \VrW e
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r"ZK‘ing‘ Probe Tﬁ‘hng ensa’iﬁial Turn?

‘Altematives 7T

By PAUL SCOTT .

WASHINGTON -~ The Fed- '
eral Bureau of Investigation’s
massive probe of the assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Luther
King is taking a possibly sen
tional turn.
With James Earl Ray, the |
" Buspected assassin, apparent-

ly either outside the U.S. or ;
now dead, FBI agents have m-\
creased their survexllance of
several American commun-
ists known to have been close- .
ly associated with King, in-/
cludmg one who wrote
speeches for him in the pa'st,."

This new development: was -
jtriggered by evidence gath-}
ered by the more than 10007
jagents who have workedonthe
mysterious King shooting and
by. several ““tips’’ and letters ;
sent to the FBI, .

Speech Dlscr‘epen'cy>

. One of the most interesting
of these “‘tips” came froman
alert TV viewer and concerns :
the ‘now famous “Mountam
/Top’ $peech King made on)
April 3, the night before hls,
/slaymg, showing a premom-)

1 eI the speech was® truly
: ynade in Memphls on Apr11 3
2s reported,” the letter’ i
pointed out, *then how canone
"account for King stating his
age as 36 (instead of 39) and .
why does he speak of denion- -
strating in Alabama twice dur-
ing the speech?’’ )
b After checking out the time
and location of ng s final
‘speech, several of the crack
F I agents assigned to the
se decided to begin seek=
angwers to a number of
their owr questions, includ-
| ing: '

| ohe involving his age?”’

/'tions are considered highly

tion” of his impending death. -~

Question' "~
“If King hadper sonally.
writted that speech, why would
* he make mistakes like those
contamed in it—especially the

“If the speech was written
by someone other than King,
‘who was the author and when
was it wr1tten’7” v

The answers to these ques-

importent to the investigation,,
since, if another person was;
concerned in the preparatlon.
of ‘that speech, the wrlter
might be able to shed new-)
“light ‘on it—especially those
mistakes. i
AISO. if King had recelved
help” w1th the speech, the pas-
sages' dealing with the civil
mghts leader’s premonitionof’
death would probably haveI
beem fully discussed. ng s’
‘request to the Detroit police
department for protection|
when he visited that city at‘ew
weeks before his death md1-
cated he feared for his 11fe
then.
" Red Speech Wnter |

| of his slaying.

“involved'in the slaying. .

. That somebody close to |
King or within his own or-
ganization tipped off his as-
sassin as to the civil rights
leader’s routine on the day

On' the other hand King*s' X
closest aldes in the Southern
Chrlstlan‘Leadershlp Confer=
“ence are showing little or no
_interest in whether the klller
1s found. .

" When' Rev. Ralph Abernathy,

. That Ray was hired direct- '
ly by certainblack nationalists '

'who paid him with money made

availdble by foreign sources.,

« That'an international com~
munist “‘assassin squad®® was

Because of Ray’s myster- 1
ious trips to Mexico and Can-
I ada shortly before the assas~ |
smatlon. the entire‘U.,S, in-
telhgence operatlon, rangmg
-from ‘the! ' Central Intelllgence
Agency to the Defensé Intelli-
gence Agency, has ‘be‘en
‘pressed into the hunt for
King’s killer.

One CIA report indicates [
that Ray, who is linked to the )
murder weapon by finger-
prmts and'ballistic data, may
have yisited Cuba during his
Mexican trip, according toin-

"...formation furnished by a Mex~ .

ican airline official. * =
lrony T

Informatlon gathered by the

FBI'on ng, prior to his as-
sassination, showed that a .
secret ‘meriber of: the Com-

mumst Party's executive P

commlttee was one of- ng(s
“elosest advisers and speech
Ariters.

Th1s ghost writer for ng
prepared many of h1s most
famous speeches, aceordmg to
testlmony ‘given by FBI. Dix‘ec-

- tor J. Edgdr ‘Hoover during a
¢closed door meeting of aHousé |
sybcommlt-ﬁ

Appropriations
tee.
- Since Ray during his trips
Jrior to King’s assassina-
ion visited the same city in
hich this ghost writer lives,
the FBI is now investigating
to determine if the two met.
covertly,
Recent evidence gathered by
FBI agents in one of the most
massive probes inthe nation’s
history has forced serious in-
vestigation of these possi-
bilities:

2025 RELEASE UN
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The FBI assumptlon 1sthat.
if there was a conspiracy to”
‘klll King, those involved made

rrangements to. sp1r1t the1r
hired klller out of the U.S, to
Cuba via elther Mexico or
Canada. { . |
Probably the greatest lrom'.
bf -the probe of King’ 5 assas-
sination 1s that FBI D1rector
I8 Edgar Hoover, one of the
eivil rights leader s severest
eritics ‘when he was ahve, is

“#Was said’ about King’s death

" a more vigorous probe.

’ reasons for Abernathy’s si-

ngs successor as pres1-
dent of the SCLC, presented
a series of demands to :At-
torney General Ramsey Clark
for ‘the ‘‘Poor People’s’’ cam~
"paign none of these called
for more intensive effort
solve King’s assassination.
According to persons who af-
tended the meeting, nothi

or the FBI investigation, al-
though a number of the poor
in ‘‘Resurrection City’’ had
urged Abernathy to press for

Congressional sup-
porters of Hoover say there
are a number of compelling

lence, Most important of these
is King’s instruction to key
-aides of his Southern Christian
Leadership Conference nord
long before his death that
verbal attacksweretobe mad
against Hoover or the FBI fo
fear of counter action by the
FBI director.

The last time King blasted
Hoover and the FBI publicly
these lawmakers pointed out,
the FBI director called the
Negro leader the *“most no-
torious liar®’ that he had ever
known' ~ a statement Hoover
has never retracted.

At the time, the King-Hoo-
ver ' exchange resulted in

doing -everything in his power
[o solve the case.

White House arranged meef-
[ing at which the veteran FHI

.6-6-68
HOUSTON, TEXAS
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" Blunt Warnigg____

According to an unpublished!
account given to House Appro-
priations subcommittee meme
bers, Hoover frankly told King
, that if King ever repeated his |
unfounded charges against the |
' FBI, everything he knew abc?u;
K fng -would ’be made publ ei

lAf

ter .that blunt . warni g,'
ng refrained’ from ever r

peatmg hlS attack agamst e1th-
\er Hoover or the FBIL. Rev.»
Abernathy, ‘who” accompanied !
King to Washington for that
meeting with Hoover, adopted !
that same policy, =—===> |

e ) J
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‘Biligent FBI worl pays oft
A tragic week in American history = Mexico, Canada, Portugal a’nd; Great = | R

v
)

offers at least one note of triumph—
_the arrest in London of the escaped
Missouri convict who is wanted for the
murder of Dr. Martin Luther King.
" This brings to a partial end one of
* the most massive manhunts in this na-
_tion’s historv. That the suspect, James
- f®arl Ray. who was armed at-the time,
fwas arrested unharmed and without
violence is a tribute fo the excellent
work performed by the FBI, the Ca-
nadian Mounted Police, Canada’s pass-
port officials and, London’s Scotland’
Yard. . . - :
" Indeed, it was beginning to look like

* Ray’s trail hiad grown cold and that he

“had made good his escape despite the

highly visible evidence he leff, at the '

Britain plus many other .countries..
Much credit should be given to the-

Mounted Police which examined more

than 300,000 passport photographs be-
fore they found Ray’s. And, of course, -

main credit should go to the FBI for
another superb investigative job. ’

His capture by no means solves the.

mystery of the assassination. Ray hird-

pending against him. His motive—if

* he proves to be the killer—remains to
be. established; also the -existence of -

any accomplices,of the existence of a
conspiracy against the slain civil rights
Jeader. Evidence also suggests this as-

self remains in a London jail awaitig -
extradition to the United States fpr
trial on one or all of the three charges.

Date: '6"1’1“‘68

".5cenoe of the crime and despite the in- sassination case may involve ofhers ' |eaition:
ternational police net. which was out to - who hired. King's assailant to.-do_the | | author:

T i | B EVERETT D. COLLIER o

tatch ihim. The -search reached ititg™ Butal deed. - .. -
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Ray’s BrotherWants Foreman-=
"I‘hc brother of James Earl Ray, charged in the asszlssina:

[ tion of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., said loday he has been

i lrying lo contact Houston lawyer Percy Foreman. John;
Larry Ray, 85, said he wants Foreman to defend his brother,
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'Bmther Say

ot

SA«HC

Fq)reman

0 ]efend Ray‘\

’ James Earl /Ray s, brother'
said ¥ Fnday in- Samt Louis’
'~ | that he has been trying to tallj
to Houston lawyer Percy Fore-
man to ask himr to defend hlS
brother.

Foreman said his offlce d1d
.| receive a call Thursday. fronr

i man in Saint Louis, »whot
i flaimed.. to. be John' Lan‘y»
{Ray,“a brother of the Suspect

Martln Luther King Jr. '~ 1
FOREMAN  SAID he. wali
‘out; 0f, towii* Thursday and had
1ot y‘et returned the- call,- so
he didn’t know yet if sthe call-
‘ er was actually Rays 35‘
C e . year-old brother.

: 1 “T just wouldn’t take em-
ployment- from anyone: else'
other than the person I am
| represenfing,” Foreman said,

* Ray,-40, sought in-a. number

nadlan passports under the
names .of mon George
Sneyd when ‘hé was_arrested: i
at. Heathrow Airport last Sat-

urday. . ’
“IN. MY con51dered and ;
limited . opmlon,” Foreman | i

said, ¢the early. part of. the
criminal trial is the most cru-
cial part - between t
time of the arre‘st ‘and .t}

|
|

in - the .assassination of Dr |time of arraignment, becau; ,e”

under the law, the basis, und e
which® exiradmon 1s gramtear
can very easﬂy control the, g
case L L

“He needs a lawyer in Ehg- .
/| land.” . .

Foreman ‘said he had res;
ceived more than 20 letters,
from people all over the coiin-"

Iry askmg h1m to M
Ray.'

M

P

Off cotntries. for two Ir m‘onths
Nas arrested-a. week. ago at “l
5 : ndon a1rport

R T ‘were -- representm

[

James Ray, if someone hired -

me to represent him,.if some-

. - one paid me to represent |
N S thim,’’ saig Foreman “I

s would be in Eng]and in 24
hours.” . ..

‘LAWYERS FOR Ray and
rthe United States ‘are ; ex--
pec ed to meet Mon’day 0 set
e " a'ddte for a hearing on a U.S,
R . 'request to return him to Ten.'

R "I nessee - to face murder
charges.

However, U.S, Embassy
sources sald action would be.
taken during the week end.

Ray will ‘appear in cou

uesday on charges of illegag-
1y carrying a loaded .38 cali-
er pistol and two false C4-

|
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Percy Foreman,’ Houston.
. dpfense lawyer, said Saturday

“ b has not been asked to rep- -

r{'ﬁsent James Earl Ray and
pmbably couldn't take the
case if he is asked.
Ray, accused in the slaying
" of Dr Martin Luther King Jr,
_was arrested a week ago in
London and is in a Scotland
- Yard jail awaiting extradition
to the United States. :
Foreman’s office received a

phone_cll Thursday  from. .

S ORTG. SENT mo BUREAU
L _CORIBS IN: ﬁ() c/; a
| _ . 7C7

PR,

Hasm ﬁ ?B’%

'.EAsk@d To B@ﬁmd Ray

cer

L o_,—_—;)

Samt Loms, ‘Vlo, ',the home of

' the . suspect’s bubther, John'.

Larry Ray. But Fireman said *
Saturday the call {came ﬁ-o{m
a reporter

“This thing \vouliﬂln't just Lbe

‘a case, it would be,a career,”

Foreman said. “L dont see'
how I could even lget into ‘it

- and still do ‘justice {to my oth-:

er clients; but I wiuld listen
to them if they callad me. '
“I'm’ not’ lookmﬂr f““—h“il-_

ness,”; he said. . 4. .7/

{
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A coxnmmee of e1g ht ‘lawyers at
' Memphis, Tenn., has bee"i investigat-
Jng a pcmble vmhcmn of & criminal

X\

."‘.‘f
% %&ﬁ ﬂ ot
Al dudd

R ]

"eourt judge’s order limiting publicity -

in the case of _gz_mg_{;an_ﬁ_z,_who is

charged with murder. in- connection
with “the death of Dr Mar*m Luthe1
ng o
L This siluation sorves as a lyplcal
emmpT of how newspapers often are

eharged with creating preirial perju- .

dice when it is the lawyers themselves
who are o hiame. The press was made
.such a target in the recent Reardon
Commitfea JQPOlt which was adopted
by the American Bar Assn. .

f . Arthur J. Hanes, who is acting as

{defer:w counsel for Ray, Sunday
icalled a news conference to publicly
“rharge that Ix‘ays rights were heing
violaied in the ‘Shelby County jail

" Hanes enlarged ori-that . subject by .

claiming that his client is the farget

of an inlernationl Communist conspir- -
a(.y Hanes also claimed that he and.

-his faraily had been thrcau,ned “but
: dld not say by whom. o

Hanes' mlon came after L,nmvnal’

Colm Judge W. Preston Battle had is-
. sued @n order forbidding attorneys,

- officers, wiinesses, or anyoite else giv-
ing interviews “pu,}udlcml to a 'fair

'mal by an impartial jury,

{ - Hanes is critical of #ight security
! measures surrounding Ray. He
] conxtam closed cu-cmt telews‘on sur-

& wrpemIvS

£ing. v“a@

said -

.'

vmnamne was ! demmental to hm1
client’s health IR .

That crrtl(:lsm =‘eerrﬂs to us ‘icons:
sruous in view of Hanes’ charge that

' “thqe are forces at work i in this coun- |

ity that do not want to see this man |
tried, and they:will use any means, in:,

my degment to'see that neither. he”

' ‘A nor T appear in the courtroom.” I that”

3 true, the strict security measures to !
DY otect Ray should be reassuring to his ;
attorney, rather than a sub]ect of h1s
criticism.

1t appears that the objectmn to stnci.

g uunty was used merely to make pub-

_ lfic the allegation of a Communist con- .
spiracy. It should be noted that the-
at!o‘ney said he was withholding" de-
2ils of the conspiracy plot until Ray s,
m i, Nov. 12. © " i

© Why make: bhe cohsplracy charge
puch but thhhold detaﬂs to support
the charge? -~

The Ray case appears to ‘be follow--
ing a similar patfern of tactics used-
' by District Attorney Jim Garrison in-
. the Clay Shaw case which is “another

example of the. Reardon Repor i
_inllacy. . \ SRR I

Twill be mterestmg to Iearn wheth- :
er or not the Memphis committee
recommends contempt proceedings in”

. its findings and if the press will: be;
r‘hqz ged with’ pubhshms news pre;u-j:

dicial to a fair {rial by an impartial;
flh y,” when Rays trial opens. j

e m emen Lo 2 v

d
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] Tﬁﬁ[j‘“"“"?
To Find Aide -
'-' In Memphis;- ¥

Ch:cago Davlv News Sun Txmes Service !
' Memphls — Percy. Foreman;
|James Earl -Ray’s Texas at;
torney, . said he has been un
able to’ find “an. accepfcable Io
cal lawyer fo assist in thef‘ de;
fense of the accwsed kqlle 01
Dr. Martin Luther ng er

-“Pm having difficulty getting
an attorney I want because the
outstandmg attorneys of the
community .have dlsquahfled
themselves ” Foreman said.

fo ar lawyers who*: are: members:
ofka special seven - 'man’ com-;
mittee named hy’ Crirninal
Courts Judge W. Preston Bat-
tle to keep an eye on news
coverage of the trial.

* He refused to name the at-

‘torneys he talked fo. and
tferl
ven-

‘clined t6"speculate . on whe
;he might seek a change of
ue for the trial. - . : @ .

Howevér, if.. Foreman can"‘

show he has been unable to ob-
tain a local lawyer of his choice
because the best ones have:
‘been active in the case, it
could be grounds for a shift.
foreman also revealed that
he|'has been unable to find a
'kel/ . prosecution witness,
Chirles Q. Stévens. Stevens al-
legedly identified Ray as the
man he saw emerge from a
irooming house bathroom from
which police beheve the shot
was fired. f
“I understand hes guar(«led
laround the clock by six dity

‘oreman said he talked to1~

policemen,” said Foreman,
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T The Great Voice, pmlw(l fL

PERCY FQ

"lts Not That 'm Vam Proud or Egohshcal

| Just Don’t Have Anw'rhm to Be Modest Abou'

lfﬂll-mumnn, \vlm Ty u”u:,(n Working withoul a fee, 1'010{
1

la rightoaus fary, lnshed tif e ol agnin Into (he

jmemory of the slaln man g
‘a tyrant,

\\pq

a wife-beater, ftaking " over ibe defcnse of

.- monster who had poisoned ht- James - Earl Ray, accused

slayer of the Reév, Martin Lu-
ther King, says glibly:
“I don’t pretend to be the
greatest lawyer who ever

!tle puppy dogs and strangled»
-a parakeet, - !

A spell - bound Jury and a
court.room of  spectators,
mostly lawyers studying the '
“master’s ' style,” marveled at
+the Jehovah - like wrath, the
.superb rhetoric from the bull

.throat of the orator. TForeman retorted: “It’s not

Now the Voice throbbed that I'm vain, proud or ego- -
_with sympathy for the widow ftistical, I just don't have anv-'
“so unjustly accused of killing thing to be modest aboul.”
her husband.. . . Strip away the laycrs of ar--

. Thirty mmutes later the wid- rogance from the man,. says’
ow, a barmaid named ‘Ethel a critic - admirer, “and you'll
‘Mae Simpson '~ she had fired: find a monumental snecr for

lawyer today, but on the other
‘hand I don’t deny it.”

'bsxx 45 slugs into her husband" the whole human race.”

‘ courtroom a free woman.

— walked out of the Houston' Foreman loves to play God,

. ‘says the same critic - admir-

.} 8o, once again (was it for® er, “And he laughs at man’s
- the 1000thy time? “I don’t keep, foibles, his fears and anxie-

| records,” he says), Percy ties.” : : N
- Eugene Foreman, age 66, six'
- feet 4 .inches tall, 255 pounds,‘
" . had preyailed.

His ,'Oi'her'»Sidel o
To hosts. of others Foreman '

X i Is a kind, benevolent genius
Never a Bore . who gives his time and tal-

He has been described ‘as ents to represent them w1th-

© another Clarence Darrow, a  out fee.

* shyster, a legal Robin Hood,
‘and "an insatiable publlcxty boy,

“Mr. ‘Foreman is the’
seeker. He may be all that, . greatest man alive. He came
but he’s much more: a multl- to-the city jail at midnight to
millionaire, a nonpareil ex- * bail-me out.-The law thought
overt with a yard-wide ego. * I was kiddin’ when I told them
He can be incredibly - rudl1 _Mr. Foreman was my law-
nd dincredibly tender of . yer, Me, a Mexican bushoy.
whinrming, always Iluml)oynnt So I ask Mr. Foreman how
lever & bore. " mueh I owed him alter he
Aol mo off, And ho says s
don't owe him nothin' and hL
ive me $10 for cab Iar‘F
“home.”

TO

LI, SERD
.

CUPTESINT

;lived .or even the greatest.

Once, needled by an adver-
. sary for his supreme egotism, )

"To Gregory Ayala, a bus: "

jpnan won acquitial for fon

J]I;,hl. of national allenllon LY’ Iexas pollcemen aceused o

rulally beating a federgl
prisoner. A grateful Peace Of-
ficers Assn. of Texas Fave
Foreman a diamond - studded
wrist watch at a testunomal
“dinner.

Less than three months lat-
‘er -he lost his title as the
White Knight for peace of-
ficers. It happened in the ear-
ly 1950s in San.Angelo, after.
he won freedom for .Diego
Carlino, who had been ac-
cused of the gangland slay-
ing of a Houston gambler, ‘

i\XAﬂ'acked by Officers

AMmuth altey the jury -ac-"
quitled his clienl, a ‘lexas
Ranger and a sherllf atlacked
Foreman with thelr fisty In o
hallway near lhe, judge
chambers.-

Foreman had au,uscd th '

. two lawmen of torturing hig'

client to confess to the kill-,

., Ing. Sheriff C. V. Kern said at|

"the time: ‘“Foreman called;
‘me everything from a Rus-
+sian investigator to a Gestapo
. agent. It's the same old story. :
:He puts: the officers on {rial.”:

One juror remarked after’
Foreman was attacked: *If:

we had ‘not been convinced:
already "that the defendant

was innocent, this certamly/
would have convinced us. ”

On his return to the Sham:
rock Hotel in Houston where
he was living at the time,
TForeman mei iho press. Sct-
1ing aslde erulchoy, ho sagped
wcmlly into an overstufled
£hair, Bandagcs Sstriped  his
Iface. In sign language he in
dlcated he couldn’t ta
shrough his ballered lips.

BUBEABJZLJffL—by.
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fFather, Forgive ThemK

| Whit did the Great Ma
fmvc to say of his treatment
at the.hands of the sheriff and
the Ranger? Foreman, picking
up a pen and a yellow legal
pad, wrote quickly in a bold
hand: “Father, forgive them.
They know not what they do.”
Those were the days, be-
fore the tons of national pub-
licity on the Candy Mossler-
Melvin Powers murder trial
in Miami, when he was more
readily available for a pric
. :less quote. . 2
Not that he still isn’t today,
but the demands on his time
| have made him less accessi-
ble. However, he remains the
darling of the press.
| The years haven’t robbed
him of his greatest appeal, an

unfettered, natural flamboy- °

" ance. As he has done for years

he still wears his tailored
black suits with a rumpled,
potato-sack look. :

The mants pockets are tai-:

lored for specific depth, al-
most to the knees to contain
the rolls of currency he car-

ries, The deep pockets, he ex-.

plains, minimize the chance of
money falling out:

Fathomless Eyes :

1 The massive, jowled face ig .
s flexible as a baby’s. Onl;(
the gray - green, fathomles§
¢yes remain the same. Tod

\ Ahronicle Pholo \
ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAN ADDRESSES A JURY
“My Clients Want Freedom, Not Justice,” He Says

3

long ago-they were pro-

grammed to detect the greed,

‘deceit, malice or hate in the
“human race. .
During his 45-year career as
an attorney he has lost one
client to the executioner: a

" drive-in operator named Steve

‘Mitchell who shot and killed
his wife.

. “He deserved to die,” Fore-
man has said.

The prosecutor who sent
Mitchell to the chair and. sul-
lied the Foreman record was
the late A. C. Winborn, a bald
little man with bags under his
eyesand a great giftfororatory
and tears that could stir a
jury to emotional frenzy.

“How can you face your wife
and little children tonight if
you free this monster to prey
on society?” Winborn would

sk a jury.
| Spurgeon Bell, a chief jus-
ltice of the First Court of Civil

]

tAppeals, recalls he was an as-

sistant district attorney in the
early 50s when Winborn hung
the black mark on Foreman’s
trial record. - ‘

HE Learned a Lot :
.+ - Powers filed a pauper’s oath.
. Foreman told a Florida judge

“I helped prosecute the

. Mitchell case with Winborn,”

says Bell, “and Percy knew he
had met the master. There’s
no doubt in my mind that
Percy learned a helluva lot

- from the late Mr Winborn.”

The courtroom theatrics of

Foreman, born in a log cabin -

in Polk County, are legion. In
his defense of Nago Alaniz,

South Texas attorney, Fore-\
man told the jury:

“If you find my client guilty, .

don’t send him to the prison.
He’s an attorney and a prison
record will ruin his life, Send
him to the electric chair.”
After the jury acquilted Al-
aniz, a courlroom observer
asked Foreman: N

“My God! How could you

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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tell the jury to send you1"
client to the chair?”

“T could afford to be braye,“.'
Foreman smiled, ‘“There wer¢
only 17 reversible errors made
by the state.” .

.- His Home Life

He lives with hig wife, Mar-
guerita, a former ballerina and
actress, and their 10-year-old
daughter, also named Mar-
guerita, in a $50,000 home once,
“owned by a former client who
ran afoul of the law.

Without shame, Foreman
says, “it was the best home,
my client (Irwin Blum) had
at the time.” . . 4

He claims “no compunction
in charging a client all the
iraffic will bear. The laborer
is worthy of his home. And
that’s Scripture.”

* Foreman, whose worth Is
estimated at $6 million, set a
$200,000 fee to defend Melvin
Lane Powers, the pitted-faced
co-defendant in the Jacques
‘Mossler murder trial. b

Mrs,  Candace Mossler, ﬂ{e
sexy, socialile grandmothey’
and co-defendant, had put u
$46,000 worth of her gems as a
retainer fee for her nephew’s
defense. Powers himself signed
over to Foreman about 5 acres
valued at about $400,000, in
the wealthy Southwest Houston
area. . b :

Before his trial in Miami,

_at the time: “I think your
honor should take judicial
knowledge of the faci that
‘having employed me, Mr.
Powers is unquestionably an'
indigent man.” :

'His Legal Strategy
Foreman’s pattern of legal

! - strategy to free Powers. (and
on trial for the murder of a .

Candy Mossler rode the slip-
stream of the Powers acquit-
tal) was on his ' tried-and-
true technique he long ago
perfected: tedious pre-trial
preparation and daring attacks
on the veracity of state’s wits
nesses and the character of
the slain Jacques Mossler,
His functional guideline afi
a crime attorney, he has ofter
sdid, is predicated on th 4




“principle “my clients want
“freedom, not justice.”

2} On the phone one day he
dold a man sceking his legal
- services: .

. “I don’t care if you're inno-
cent or guilty. I just want to

Jnow if you're in irouble. If.

.you are, you need the best
:lawyer in the nation. And I'm
-the best.” ;

- To an frate divorcee who
'charged into his office with a
"pistol in .her hand, he said:
"“Honey you don’t want to
-shoot me because I'm the only
man in the world who could
get you off a murder charge.”

¢ . e .

- His Divorce Cases
B
Y. His reputation as a defense

*attorney rests on his record

of acquittals for accused Kill-
"ers (“All my clients are inno-
.cent.”), however, he’s the un-
. disputed king of the divorce
i courts in Houston.
1 started handling divorces
-wholesale in 1938, he says,
{“Since then I've  handled
more divorces than any living
lawyer in ithe world — the
world, mind you, not just the
 United  Slales. During  one
"C’orl(l War 1T year I handled
b0 cases and I'm still going
_tirong.” .
*. e turns down 19 out of 20

“women sceking divorces, he -

" says, “because they ought not
_to get a divorce. It's just not
-economically feasible ‘for
. them.” . e

" Top many women are un-
srealistic, he says, ‘“‘they just’
+don’t realize that they aren’t
forever young, beautiful, lithe.
- They don't see the ‘crows feet
" crawling “ over their- faces.
“They can’t anticipate or see

, charms.”’

' The Legend Grows

The .Foreman' legend has
" grown, certainly because of
great intellect and skill, and
“also because of his ability to
attract publicity.

For instance, ‘TForcman fs-
i
I

enernlly erediled with - ob-
Apining n $6.5 million seltle-
thent for Mrs. Cecil Blaffer

7
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*a fading of their physical -’

Hudson, who had sucd her husy -
band for divorce, ° ]
Another atlorney, the highly,
respected J. Edwin Smith, had),
worked three years preparing’
“the contested seitlement for
trial. At almost'the very last
.moment Mrs. Hudson dis- ,
missed Smith and hired Fore-
man to represent her. Smith
later sued .and collected $175,- |
' 000 for his legal services.. =
However, at the settlement
_ it was Foreman posing with -
Mrs. Hudson for the news pic-
tures.. . - . '
., Foreman has been the ob-
ject of adulation, praise, scorn,
-vilification and curses.” Dur-
.ing a recent CBS Television
“show illustrating the.style of
Foreman in a courtroom, he .
. heard’ himself described as a ,
“no good bastard.” - B

“A Scream in Court - i

On another occasion a grief-
stricken widow scrcamed at
“him in a court room afler he
had suceessfully defended hewp
hushand’s accused killer:

“You may he a big success
ful lawyer,” cried Mrs, Kathe
erine Ainsworth, “but you sct
a killer free. Ie killed my hus-
band and he should have been

. punished, There’s no justice.”
For once the big man
seemed checkmated. No wise ,
retort.; No cutting quip. He
.. simply said: “All right, lady.

If thal’s all you have {o say,,
- goodhye.” - . .
 Her final outery was: “Go.
1o hell, Mr. Foreman.” °
. " -The situation was too basic,
pat: You never argue with a .
* distraught woman. , =
Now, in the winter of his
. life, Foreman has hinted at
retirement. However, better
. than anyone els¢, he knows he
won’t quit. There’s the James .
_ Earl ‘Ray case and the whole ;
world will be watching him.
Too long ago the swect.wine
of fame infillrated his blood-
stream. And there’s no known,
cure for an incurable super
star haoked on the needle of|
glamour and suceess. |
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“oreman SuT
By ng Death
Privafe Eye

Memphis, Tenn (AP) — A |
rprlvate investigator who * until :
"two months ago was emloyed |
‘in gathering evidence for ‘the
ide ense of James Earl Ray has l
filed a-$250,000 damage suit
.adamst Pnruv Foreman, Rays '
inew . chief counsel.

.\ Renfro Hays clarged in the'
U. 8. District Court suit that !
Foreman, a Houston attorney,
‘made “false .and defamatory
Istatements® - concernng Havs"
iwork and caused him “pain and
ymental anguish.”

., Hays had worked on the case }
‘with Arthur J. Hanes of Bir-

"'mingham, Ala., . the - attorney |
ifired Dec. 10 by Ray, who 1s‘
c‘\arzed in the slaving of Dr. I
‘Martm Luther King Jr

Foreman said * after ° takmg
the Ray case he was requested
by an attomev representing
Hays' to’ pay "$9456:84 for work
‘Hays had don~ on the case.

Foreman said he said Dec. 18
'in cecurt that Hays’ investiga- |
{tive report is “in my opinion,

“Inot worth much.” i

i Foreman szid the fllmg of the
lawsuit will enable him to take ;

‘Hays -deposition- and -find out |
:what he knows about the klllmg |
of King.
~“T can now do this w1thout [

;havmg to ante up $9456.84,” he |

’sald “I.appreciate his co-opera- .
tion.” |

)
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Ray 1s scheduled to go on,

i
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! The arrangement by which James Eaxl Ray
pleaded guilty to the murder of Dr Martin
Luther King Jr and accepted a 99-year prison
term may have been a satisfactory disposition
of the legal case for everyone directly involved.
; But the lack of a full-dress trial practically
assured that the case will be kept alive in-
defimtely There always will be speculation.

There always will be questions about what the

truth was. There always will be doubt that
Ray acted alone, and there always will be
suspicion that there was a conspiracy of some
kind.

! Far from being a “coverup,” as has been
charged, the decision not to hold .a full trial
was the best way to assure that the murder
of the civil rights leader will not be soon for-
gotten,

" RAY HIMSELF MADE this even more cer-
tain when he stood up in court and said that
he did not agree with the theory that there
was no conspiracy. He certainly was in a po-
sition to know.

-It could have been that he was simply try- '

Ing to make the official record conform with

the story he told for publication while in prison, .

that a blond Latin man he knew only as
‘“Raoul” was involved. No proof has been
found that this man ever existed except in
Ray's imagination. Ray could have meant by

his statement in court that he cannot prove -

that others were associated with him.
"There is not the slightest reason for doubt-

ing the word of those involved in mveshgatxon'

and prosecution of the case that there is, at
this time, no evidence to indicate that there
was a conspiracy. As the judge in the casé put

' ﬁt ‘there is no evidence that there was a con-

mecy and no evxdence that there was not
ne

"y He added: If there was a’ conSpirag:y, no_

ORIG. SENT TO

)

fff?""z‘”hﬁmg Murder Case Kep‘i Alive =

“member of such a conspiracy can ever live in’,

peace or lie down to pleasant dreams because
there is no statute of limitations . . .”

DISPOSITION OF THE case against Ray *

. does not foreclose action against anyone else if

evidence should be found at some time in the
future that someone else was involved in the
murder. There no longer is any reason, ex-
cept possibly fear, why Ray himself should
not assist in future investigations of the slay-
ing and in bringing to justice any other per-
sons who might have had a paxt in the assassi-

+ nation,

Many people simply find it hard to believe

that he acted alone. Among the many un-~

answered questions in the case is that of moti-
vation. The Memphis district attorney, Phil

M. Canale, expressed the belief that Ray was-

moved by a personal hatred of Negroes. He
believes that this feeling was strong enough to
cause Ray to do what he did,

But others who know Ray well personally -

" said that the murder of Dr King was com-

" pletely “out of character” for Ray. They said
that Ray was not a racist, that he was not
" political-minded and that he was not a killer
by temperament or inclination,

ALL OF WHICH CAUSED one person who
knew him personally to say: “If he was moti- .

vated by anything, it would be money.”

One of his brothers said: “If my brother
"did kill King, he did it for a lot of money.”

The offenses in his previous criminal record
.were all related to money. And his travels
after the assassination indicate that he spent
at least $10,000 as a fugitive.

As matters stand, the book has not been
closed on the King assassination case by any
means, no matter how much some people
would like to see it erased from the public’s
_memory as soon as possible,

pUREAY T LT
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Of Consplracﬁ

ﬁnts

In King Case Probed

By PAUL scoTT

WASHINGTON — The Federal Bureau of '

Investigation is probing dark new hints of a

conspiracy in the assassmatlon of Dr. Mar-

‘tin Luther King.

The unannounced FBI inquiry was ordered
by Director J, Edgar Hoover after Sen. James
Eastland, D-Miss., chairman of the Senate
Internal Security Subcommittee, turned over
a letter he received from James Earl Ray,
the convicted King slayer.

In the two-page hand written commumca-
tion drafted in his prison cell, Ray suggest-
ed a conspiracy in King’s death by alleging
t%,at others in addltlon to himself were in-

lved.

1‘2 ngmﬁcant]y, Ray did not try'to deny his

~own participation .in the assassination of
ng, who was slain last year in Memphis as

'he left his motel room.
While he gave no specific details in his

letter to Sen. Eastland, Ray clearly indicated

‘that he was ready to talk if certain conditions

for his safety could be agreed upon.

In privately discussing Ray’s surprise
letter with other members of his subcom-
mittee, Sen. Eastland reported that he de-
cided to turn it over to the FBI after his
staff investigators were unable to make any
breakthrough in the case.

In addition to requesting the FBI to quiz

‘Ray about the content of the letter, Sen.

Eastland also suggested the G-men might]

(See ng Case, Page 2)
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" want [to_ask the admitted slayer of King the |
foflowing questions. e—
How did you know that King was going to 'l
l be i1 the Loraine Motel on the day of the |
" slaying? '

How did you know the location of King’s
room?

How did you know King would come out on |

the talcony where he was shot? |
| Hew did you know exactly where to go to
. get aroom from which to fire the fatal shot?
~"So1. Eastland also- wants Hoover to check
on Ry’s eyesight to determine it wasgood
. enoufh to have permitted him to firethefatal
shot. ' .
. Wht effect the new FBI inquiry will have
i on hy’'s request for a new trial is conjec-
; tura ¢
Ry’s letter, however, has given the FBI
thereason they nced for requestioning the
. coricted assassin on several aspects of the
mytery shrouded casc.
pr example, the FBI would like to deter~
mie if Ray had ever had any direct or in-
, diret contacts with persons close to King
inc)ding one of his long-time advisers and
spech writers.
d Top Secret Communist
his *‘ghost,’” known to the Federal Bur-
eavof Investigation as one of the top secret
copmunists in the -country, was the chief
arciitect of the ‘‘Poor People’s Campaign”
that King was to have led in the nation’s
captal only days after he was assassinated.
. stll incomplete is an FBI investigation
of RY’'s contacts made in New Orleans be-
fore Fing’s assassination and after Ray had
escaped from prison. -

As reported in this column late in Marcn,
Sen. Eastland has taken the position that
someone inside the motel had to finger King
for the assassin.
~ Since Hoover knows more about the un- ’

,published activities of the late Dr. King and
his associates, Sen. Eastland believes he is
.in the best position of anyone in the country
to determine if others were invelvedinghe .
slaying, &=,

I
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*. WASHINGTON — (B — The
~TBI claimed Wednesday the
«» late Robert F. Kennedy au-
n thorized it to eavesdrop on
i-telephone conversations of the
Jate Dr Martin Luther Xing
wedT, :

i. It said the wiretap “was
~'specifically approved in ad-
. = vance in writing” by Kennedy,
then the attorney general.

" Clyde A. Tolson, the FBI's
: -gssociate director, made the
+-assertion in attempting to
~repudiate newspaper reports
“ that FBI Director J. Edgar
“Hoover acted on his own in
-;:pemﬁtting King’s phone to be
wta

pped, -

<~ IN DEFENDING Hoover,
=~-however, Tolson revived a
= 1966 controversy over whether
2 Kennedy approved the use of
~electronic snooping  devices
~while he headed the Justice
- Department.

** At that time, Hoover said
“ Kennedy did. Kennedy, then a
« New York senator, said he did
L not. Both men eventually
* [llowed the dispute to drop.

-1 The latest wiretap dispute
; Iso recalled Hoover’s attack

wld - e

o1
N

§ within the provisions
down by the then President of

on King in 1964 as the ‘“‘most
notorious liar in the country.” !
That attack came about the ,
time the device was installed
on the civil rights leader’s At-
lanta home.

With both Kennedy and King
now dead, Hoover left to Tol-
son, his close associate for 34
years, the task of answering
the new round of criticism.

IN A LETTER to columnist
Carl T. Rowan, the Number 2
TBI official denounced an ar-
ticle published Sunday in .
which Rowan accused Hoover
of flouting the law by allowing
King’s phone to be tapped. Ro-
wan suggested Hoover ought -
to resign.

In reply, Tolson called the
article ““malicious” and “secur- |
rilous” and added: .

“For your information, the
wiretap on Martin Luther
King Jr was specifically ap-
proved in advance in writing
by the late attorney general of
the United States, Mr Robert

f F. Kennedy. This device was

strictly in the field of internal
security and, therefore, was
laid

» the United States.”

" THE KING wiretap was
' brought to light earlier this
. month during-a Houston feder-
[ al court hearing on whether
‘ former heavyweight champion
| Cassius Clay’s conviction for
irefusing induction' into the
I

armed forces was tainted by
illegally obtained evidence.
, _Robert A. Nichels, a special
| TBI agent, told of supervising:
| the tap on King’s phone, and
, logs of a conversation between
' King and Clay were in-
; troduced into the court record.
1 The Justice Department '
| would not comment on Tol- .
| son’s statement. .
But two weeks ago, a
spokesman said Hoover was
“accurate in every ‘respect”
! when he told Congress the at-
torney general authorizes all
"FBI wiretaps in advance and
E . .g
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BY RONALD .J. OSTROW .
®1969 Los Angeles Tlmes-
Washlngton Post News Service

Washmgton — Two’ former

ccused : J. Edgar: Hoover, of

“tivé” - statements’ after the
saying Robert Kennedy riniti-

‘tin Luther King. *

Kenfiedy ~iiof - -only: authonze;i
 but -propesed the itap becauee
of ‘reports King . was}assot:lat-
¢ing with a_lawyer; 1th

<munist connections. -

- Hoover’s statement sa1d ““To
say or imply that thls tap w

of Robert Kennedy - that. he:,
was. the mov1ng forcein this-1
s1tuat10n —_ Or that hié - had
-any- douthts as”to Dr. ‘King’s

~Clark, ‘also asked. for ' his
reactlon, said it'was. deceptlve
| for Hoover to pottray the FBI |

‘of Dr. King.” He added:
“Mr. Hoover repeatedly. re-.
quested me to authorize FBI|
 wiretaps on Dr.: K1ng while I
‘was attorney general The .
Iast of these reqiiésts, none
of ‘which was granted, came
two days before the murder

of Dr. King.”
When asked ahout the' con-
troversy, . President Nixon

said Hoover €njoys. “my com-
plete confidence,” ‘and added:

“I" checked personally into

the matter as’to,whether .or
! not that surveillance had been
| conducted- by " him .and the
FBI, by themselves ‘or wheth-
“er it had been, as is supposed
to be " the - case, always ap-.
p{'oved by the attorney'gener-

" “T found that it ‘haid always

testified in 1964 and'1965.”

-attorneys, general have ac-
| making ‘“false” and “decep-
FBI dlrector was quoted as
ated .a “wiretap -on . Dr. Mat-,

- Nlcholas D Katzenbach and‘.

 type” -

Katzenhach, asked--a'hout

the: .original* conception |

mtegmty or- loyalty is ‘false.”

‘as!“a réluctant eavesdmpper

-been approved: by the: atfors}
ney general,i:as *Mr. Hoover::

“mnbllshed 1nEerv1ew,

By Ex-Attorieys:

ffGeneroi on Wiretap

"Hoover sald ‘he hadw’ emo-
randa -showing:, Kennedy wés.

concernd- ‘over- “reports Dr.:

-King. Was -associating t
"Néw: York lawyer with Com
“munlst .comnections” an \pre-
vailed. on-a reluctant FBI to
tap Dr. King’s' phones Hoo- -
ver was quoted:as; saying the
FBI was reluctant to-tap. the °

Negro leader’s phone because”

- of. p0531b1e ‘political repercus-
sions.-

Commentmg: on this allega-
tmn, Katzenbach said: “Truth '
is seldom- found in’ selective
and partial dlsclosures of thls

Katzenbach’ dechned to
}amphfy on this part -of his
statement, suggesting that
Hoover ' picked -and- "chose
among. dacuments to' support

HooverAccuse ‘| %oi ‘False" Sfafetnents

hls clalm that Kennedy was the
" moving force behlnd the sur-
veillance.

“What has been- revealed is
unfair to' Sen. Kennedy and
'Dr.. King and by no standards
" that I know ‘constant’ with the
mtegrlty and sense’ of ‘justice .,
“heretofore shown by  Mr.
"Hoover ‘in the administration.
“of American’ Justlce " Kat-‘
zenbach stated '

' 'Katzenbach served'as depu-
‘ty attorhey genetal ‘under .
Kennedy and succeed him in

‘the "top ‘post when ‘Kennedy-.

" resigned to run for the Sen—
ate, ' KRR
' The first official: acknowl—
_edgement that Dr: . King' had
been' wiretapped came June
;4 im;a hearing ‘m"-Houston on
“an :appeal ;by'ex ywelght

T A j

boxmg champion Muhammad
Ali from his conviction for re-
»fusing to be drafted. -

. While admitting that Ali’s
conversatlon with, Dr. King.
‘had been monitored on Dr. .
_King’s "Atlanta home phone, |
.the government resisted an-
-swering .qustions .as to ‘who |
..authorized the tap and how
long it. Tasted. ;

-~Hoover said he adv1sed Ken-
nedy Oct. 7, 1963, that it was
. technically feasible to wiretap |
Dr. King’s. telephone at.the
headquarters;of the Southern
Christian ‘Leadership Confer-
.-ence in Atlana and at an un-
_named New York City. a(Y
-dress. ’ But at the Houstol
hearmg, the agent spoke onlr
of a tap on Dr. King’s hom
“telephone. '
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“Percy Foreman Denies Charg

By Ray of Mishandling the Case

Houston attorney Percy
Foreman, former counsel to
James Earl Ray, confessed
slayer of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., says Ray’s accusa-
tions about mishandling his
case are false.

Ray on Thursday filed a
$500,000 damage suit against
the State of Tennessee, in
which he accused Foreman of
neglecting to investigate evi-
dence that Ray claims was
crucial to the case.

In the suit, Ray said he
ave Foreman the telephone
umbers of two Louisiana
men, from New Orleans and
Baton Rouge, and asked Fore-
man to investigate them after
Ray was indicted.

Foreman gave the informa-
tion to Z. T. Osborne, a Nash-
ville attorney now dead, and
asked him to investigate, the
suit said.

Foreman says, however,
that he has never heard of Os-
borne, and never hired any
lawyer to investigate any as-
pect of the Ray case. Fore-
man says he wanted the late
John Hooker, “the best trial
lawyer in Tennessee,” to han-
dle the Ray case. But, Fore-
man says, Ray refused be-
cause Hooker was admired by
blacks.

“That tells you what kind
uy Ray was,” Foreman say

Ray pleaded guilty in 19
0 assassinating King, b
ater said he was coerced into

New Orleans area was, among
other things, an agent of a
Mideast-oriented organization
disturbed because Dr. Martin
Luther King’s reported forth-
coming, before his death, pub-
lic support of the Palestine
Arab cause.”

This statement, Foreman
says, is the product of Ray’s
“disordered mind.”

Foreman says the only tele-
phone numbers in the Ray
case that he knew about were
two he got from a ‘“hanger
on’”’ of Ray’s in New Orleans.
One of the numbers had been
disconnected, the other was
that of a bar that Ray had
frequented in New Orleans,
foreman says.

Ray’s present attorney, Ber-
nard Fensterwald of Washing-
ton, D.C., said he was una-

PERCY FOREMAN

confessing. He denied he kill-
ed the black civil rights lead-

‘er, but has named no other

possible suspect.

King was killed in Memphis
in 1968 as he stood on a motel
balcony.

In the petition filed in U.S.
District Court in Nashville,
Ray does not identify the tele-

JAMES EARL RAY

say what connection they
might have, if any, with the
slaying of King.

The suit says: “Mr. Osborne
reported the resident listed
under the Baton Rouge phone
number was a parish (county)
official under the influence of
a Teamsters Union official in
the Baton Rouge area; that

phone numbers nor does he__the resident listed under the

ware of the suit being filed in
Nashville.

The suit was the latest in a
series of legal moves in feder-
al court. Earlier, Ray unsuc-
cessfully sought a retrial and
an overturning of his sen-
tence.

The most recent suit als
seeks a temporary injunctio
restraining Tennessee officia
from transferring Ray to a

Officials of the U.S. Depart- ~  Springfield, Mo.

ment of Justice say the trans-
fer will be made for security
reasons. Mark Luttrell, Ten-
nessee commissioner of cor-
rections, requested the trans-
fer. U.S. Bureau of Prisons
officials say the transfer is
possible, even though Ray has
not been convicted of a feder-
al crime, under terms of an
agreement that the federal
government has with several
states, whereby the states pay
the federal government for a
prisoner’s care. Rty
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