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FBI-HOUSTON

FBI MEMPHIS

74558M IMMEDIATE 4-5-68 DGB

TO DIRECTOR AND HOUSTON, KANSAS CITY AND SAN FRANGISCO
FROM MEMPHIS (44-1897) D

~

UNSUB, AKA JOHN_EILLAéé;/ﬁARTIM LUTHER KING»> JRe - VICTIM»

CR. 00 MEMPHIS. lweﬁl,yoéq' S
‘Jﬂ g’l ota»" “3§
, G gy

J. W. FARRIS, DRIVER, YELLOW CAB CO., MEMPHIS, TENN., ADVISED
HE MADE A PICKUP OF A WHITE MALE AT WILLIAM LEN HOTEL AROUND
TWELVE ZERO FIVE AM, APRIL FIVE, WHO FIRST REQUESTED TO GO TO
WEST MEMPHIS, ARKANSAS. IMMEDIATELY AFTER STARTING TO
THIS DESTINATION. SUSPECT INSTRUCTED FARRIS TO TAKE HIM TO MEMPHIS
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT.

UPON ARRIVAL AT AIRPORT, SUSPECT TOLD FARRIS TO WAIT FOR HIM
WHILE HE CHECKED FLIGHT DEPARTURE.SCHEDULE. ACCORDING TO FARRIS.
SUSPECT ALSO MADE INSPECTION OF THE INSIDE AND IMMEDIATE AREA
OUTSIDE OF THE AIRPORT TERMINAL. HE THEN REQUESTED FARRIS TO -
RETURN TO THE WILLIAM LEN HOTEL AND INSTRUCTED HIM TO WAIT.

FARRIS STATED SUSPECT RETURNED WITH ANOTHER MALE WHITE AND

REQUESTED THAT THEY BE TAKEN BACK TO THE MEMPHIS MUNICIPAL

/D /I

"Q FOUR

AIRPORT. T

RECORDS, WILLIAM LEN HOTEL REVEAL

NINE STEINERs, SAN FRANCISCO., ANDHLAWRENCE RANP,  OR _REND, TWO FIVE

~

THREE TWwO POLK, KANSAS CITY, KANSAS, CHECKED INTO HOTEL., TWO€?Q941/319§a‘[

THIRTY EIGHT Pd, APRIL FOUR LAST, AND CHECKED OUT APPROXIMATELY,

73
[\ .
M e B
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PAGE TUO
TWELVE TEN AM, INSTANT DATE. ., .
INVESTIGATION REVEALEE_A’;@LKER AND RAND IDENTICAL TO INDI-
VIDUALS FARRIS TRANSPORTED TO JMUNICIPAL AIRPORT.
0078 b8 Y — NI
NAMES OF W. DAVIS AND B.—CHIDLOY DEPARTED MEMPHIS AT ONE FIFTY SEVEN

P .
AM THIS DATE, VIA DELTA AIRLINES, ENROUTE HOUSTONs TEXAS. THESE

DELTAAIRL;iEg},MEMPH;S: A?ﬁ%?ED TWO0 INDIVIDUALS GOING BY

INDIVIDUALS HAD NO RESERVATIONS FOR THAT FLIGHT.

SUSPECT NO. ONE DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, TWENTY FIVE -
TWENTY EIGHT YEARS, FIVE FT. TEN INCHES, ONE HUQDRED FIFTY LBS..,
BROWN HAIR, PARTED ON SIDEs WEARING GRAY SUIT.

SUSPECT N0« TWO DESCRIBED AS TWENTY FIVE TO THIRTY YRS.s
SIX FT. TWO INCHES, TWO HUNDRED LBS., BLOND HAIR» RUDDY FACE,
DRESSED IN WHITE SHIRT AND DARK TROUSERS, CARRYING DARK BLUE
COAT IN HANDe. '

FROM INFO RECEIVED, SUSPECT NO. ONE BELIEVED TO BE RAND.
SUSPECT NO. TWO POSSIBLY VINCENT WALKER.

HOUSTON IMMEDIATELY CONTACT DELTA AIRLINES FOR ANY INFO
TO IDENTIFY SUSPECTS AND FOR ANY INFO RE THEIR ACTIVITIES.

KANSAS CITY, APPEMPT TO IDENTIFY AND FURNISH BACKGROUND

AS WELL AS PHOTO, IF AVAILABLE, RE LAWRENCE RAND, TW0 FIVE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE

TWPOxPOLK, KANSAS CITY.» KANSAS.‘

SAN FRANCISCO, FURNISH SAME INFO FOR VINCENT WALKER, FOUR
FOUR NINE STEINERs SAN FRANCISCO.

EXPEDITE AND SUTEL.
CORR PAGE THREE LINE-ONE WORDS ONE AND TWO SHLD READ "“TWO POLK"

END.

FBI-HOUSTON

KEH®@

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




: 10
N Pt i
7 gz
S \
)(\/ . 1 /‘/(' ) ’ ‘)’ “
A zw ' X ¢
v 4 v Y ¢

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FBI WASH DC
1027PM URGENT 4-4-68 MXS
TO ALL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR 1P

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING»> JR.» RACIAL MATTERS.

IN VIEW OF POSSIBILITY OF RETALIATORY MEASURES TAKEN
AS RESULT OF THE ASSASSINATION OF KING» IMMEDIATELY ALERT
ALL SOURCES (RACIAL, SECURITY, AND CRIMINAL), WHO ARE IN
POSITION TO POSSIBLY LEARN OF INFORMATION OF THIS NATURE.
ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION DEVELOPED SHOULD RECEIVE EXPEDITIOUS
DISSEMINATION, BOTH LOCALLY AND TO BUREAU.
END
Ha Y

FBI~-HOUSTON

FBI WASH DC 710-822-9444 CLG ON CONF CUTOFF HOLD LINE PLS

P
A
? FRDY FOR ROLL CALL ON FBI CONF CODE 119 GR3 ¢/ "’/S\d 7_,02
T
ALL STAS RESPND TO ROLL CALL SEARCHED INDEXED
&mnuq;ZE:huoqéﬁiz;
- APR 4196
, FBI—HOUSTO
A& : |
IP‘ . /,‘v’ TNE
‘ =
{ , &
F o © e
r S4 - LT a ek /0 PO
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PLS ACK FOR ALL SAC

HO DID YOU RECEIVE ALL SAC SENT AT 1027 IF SO PLS ACK-
HO HOUSTON ARE YOU THERE
EP  ULBR

FBI EL PASO

AQ  TMO

FBI ALBUQUEE

HO  VUBER

FBI-HOUSTON

0c  Jws

FBI OKLA CITY

TU

/
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ . !
s |

|
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|

FBI !

Date: 4/5/68 |

|

|

1

|

|

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE

(Priority)

TO: MEMPHIS, KANSAS CITY & SAN FRANCISCO
FROM: HOUSTON (44-1509)

UNSUB, AKA JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM. CR. 00: MEMPHIS,

REURTEL THIS DATE. e

GLEN PARNELL;//ESERVATIONS MGR., DELTA AIR fﬁés
HOUSTON, ADVISED NAMES OF W. DAVIS AND B. cnmﬁiiw COMPUTERED
INTO DELTA RECORDS AT ONE FIFTY FIVE PM, APRIL FOUR, LAST,
WHICH INDICATES THEIR TICKETS PURCHASED SHORTLY BEFORE THAT
TIME AND WERE BOOKED AS A PARTY OF TWO, THEY TRAVELED ON
FLIGHT ONE FIVE SEVEN NON-STOP MEMPHIS TO HOUSTON DEPARTING
ONE THIRTY AM ARRIVING TWO FIFTY AMTODAY. NAMES WERE
ADDED TO MANIFEST AND NO ADDRESSES SHOWN.IF PHOTOS OF
RAND AND WALKER FURNISHED BY KANSAS CITY AND SAN FRANCISCO,
HOUSTON WILL DISPIAY TO LIMOUSINE AND CAR DRIVER.

. JSWeSIM

'(1L:
S /5093

Seerchay
Sertalizeq.,

hdax
" \kﬁ
i,hr{;.l(
e - /227 -
Approved: % /(/Jl Sent z “/53 28 7/,)<'L Per Z/\{//%J

Spec:1al Agent in Charge v T /227 k%"‘
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FBI SAN FRAN

FBI-HOUSTON
1227PM 4-5-68 URGENT LME
TO MEMPHIS, KANSAS CITY & SAN FRANCISCO

FROM HOUSTON ¢44-L509) .

UNSUB.» AKA JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRe.-

.

VICTIM. CRe. 00: MEMPHIS.

REURTEL THIS DATE.

GLEN PAR&ELL: RESERVATIONS MGR..» DELTA AIRLINES,
HOUSTON, ADVISED NAMES OF W. DAVIS AND B. CHIDLAW COMPUTERED
INTO DELTA RECORDS AT ONE FIFTY FIVE PM, APRIL FOUR» LAST>
WHICH INDICATES THEIR TICKETS PURCHASED SHORTLY BEFORE THAT
TIME AND WERE BOOKED AS A PARTY QF TwWO. THEY TRAVELED ON
FLIGHT ONE FIVE SEVEN NON;STOP MEMPHIS TO HOUSTON DEPARTING
ONE THIRTY AM ARRIVING TWO FIFTY AM TODAY. NAMES WERE
ADDED TO MA&IFEST AND NO ADDRESSES SHOWN. IF PHOTOS OF
RAND AND WALKER FURNISHED BY KANSAS CITY AND SAN FRANCISCO.»

HOUSTON WILL DISPLAY TO LIMOUSINE CAN CAR DRIVER.

END
CORR: PARR.1 LINE 10 WORD6 AND {Z;/,, /5'09'~j
NJM Scarched

3 Sertalized,
FBI SAN FRAN Indexe

. File G@
TU

X - e
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10 4 .
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT )

Memorandum

o SAC, HOUSTON (44-NEW) DATE:) /5,/68
FROM * 10 VICTOR B, ROGERS /w?(’
! -
_7/2/0{/ < ,/
SUBJECT: yApmN LUTHER KING; JR. |

CIVIL RIGHTS

e

Ve

Mrs. ALMA SAMUELS, 3604 Providence, Houston,
Texas, 223-6879 telephonlcally contacted this offlce at
9:30 P.M., L4/4/68 stating that on March 27, 1968 a
individual was speaking on radio station KTRH, program .
"Matter of .Opinion" and predicted MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
would be assaséinated sometime during 1968. She was
unable to furnish the name of this individual or any
other information regarding this matter. She did state
that the Master of Ceremonies.(MC) of this program is
STEVE EDWARDS, Another caller contacted the office
shortly afﬁer the above call was received and stated
this individual had advised he was from Lake Jackson,
Texas. Several other individuals contacted the office
pointing out the statement made by this individual
from Lake Jackson but no one was able to furnish the
identity of this individual.

) 7Y 509

%ﬁ"“ﬁﬁﬁn Ry 2T 7z =
3) LK i ol
/ APR 51988
FB"'---HOUSTO

) A4 o

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI-HOUSTON

FBI KAN CITY
250 PM IMMEDIATE 4/5/68 PHM
TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS 44-1897> HOUSTON 44-1509

FROM KANSAS CITY 44-760 1P

UNSUBs AKA, JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KINGs> JRes-VICTIM.

CRe OO:MEMPHIS

RE MEMPHIS TEL TO BUREAU TODAY.

PD- RECORDS- IN KANSAS CITY» KS.> KANSAS CITYs MO., NORTH KANSAS
CITY> MO. NEGATIVE RE LAWRENCE RAND OR REND. RECORDSs CREDIT
BUREAU> NEGATIVE. CITY> COUNTY AND TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES AND
MAPS OF GREATER KANSAS CITY AREA FAIL TO REVEAL ANY SUCH
ADDRESS AS TWO FIVE THREE TWO POLK OR A LAWRENCE RAND OR
REND IN KANSAS CITY» KS. AREA.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING.

P
END
5/;/_,/Q§2ﬁ9"$r/
DEC SEARCHED INDEXED
: SERIALIZE FILED v@:

FBI-HOUSTON APRH 1368
. | ‘ FBI—HOUSTON |

. Ly
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FBI-HOUSTON . . .

FBI SAN FRAN
1248PM URGENT 4-5-68 NS
TO DIRECTORs -HOUSTON», KANSAS CITY & MEMPHIS (44-1897)

FROM SAN. FRANCISCO (173-65) 2P P>

UNSUB, AKA3 MARTIN LUTHER KING> JR. - VICTIM. CR. 00:MEMPHIS

RE MEMPHIS TEL INSTANT DATE.

THIS IS TO CONFIRM SAN FRANCISCO TEL CALL TO MEMPHIS THIS AM.
v INVESTIGATION AT SAN FRANCISCO REVEALS FOUR FOUR NINE STEINER
STREET AND TUO FIVE THREE THO POLK STREEET, SAN FRANGISCO, ARE
NON-EXISTENT ADDRESSES. INQUIRIEMN IMMEDIATE AREAS OF
ABOVE ADDRESSES NEGATIVE AT THIS TIME ON NAMES AND PHYSICAL DESCRIP-
TIONS MENTIONED IN RETEL.

SAN FRANCISCO INDICES ND S FRANISCO PD RECORDS REVEAL NO
IDENTIFIABLE INFO REGARDING VINGENT WALKER, LAWRENGE RAND OR REND»
B. CHIDLAW> OR W. DAVIS BASED ON AVAILABLE INFORMATION.

INQUIRY T SAN FRANCISCO REVEALS NATIONAL AIRLINES ONLY AIRLINE
HAVING DIRECT SERVICE TO SAN FRANCISCO FROMtHOUSTON- FIRST FLIGHT
DEPARTING HOUSTON ELEVEN FIFTEEN A.M.

FOR INFO BUREAU AND ABOVE OFFICES, ABOVE ADDRESS ON STEINER
STREET S ON THE FRINGE OF THE SAN FRANCISCO HIPPIE AREA.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT SAN FRANCISCO TO IDENTIFY SUSPECTS

MENTIONED IN RETEL. [ . (509 A
‘ SEARCHED INDEXED /15
END SERh’-\LllﬁwlLED %:_.
: APl asn
FBI—HOUSTON P

FBI-HOUSTON /
. l,{%s

]
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¥BI-HOUSTUN . L ) ’ ’

FBI SAN FRAN
1248PM URGENT 4-5-68 MS
0 DIRECTOR, HOUSTON, KANSAS CITY £ MENPHIS (44-1897)
FROM SAN FRANCISCO €173-65) 2P (P>

UNSUBs AKAs MARTIN LUTHRK KINGs JRe - VICTIM: GR.' UJSMENPHIS

- ,
RE MEMPHIS TEL INSTANT DATE. _ ‘
' THIS IS TJ CONFIRM SAN FRANCISGO.TEL CALL TU MEMPHIS THIS Aste
_ " INVESTIGATION AT SaN FRANCISCO REVEALS FOUR FOUR NINE STEINER'
_ STREET AND TWO FIVE' THREE Tw) PULK STREEET,  SAN FRANCISCO» ARE
NON-ZXISTENT ADDRESSES. IJQUIRIEMN IMMEDIATE AREAS OF
AROVE ADDRESSES'NEGATIVE AT THIS TIME ON NAMES AND PHYSICAL DESCHIP-
TIONS JENTIONED IN RETEL. ]
SAN FRANCISCU.INDICES &D FRANISCO PD RECORDS REVEAL oy
IDENTIFIABLE INFO REGARDING VINGENT ‘WALKERs LALRENCE RAND OR REND»
Be CHIDLAK» OR We DAVIS BASED UN AVAILABLE INFORMATION .
‘INQUIRY T SA¥ FRANCISCO RivEALS naTIoNaL AIRLINES ONLY AIRLIdi
HAVING DIRMCT SERVICE TO SaN FRANCISCO FRUM HOUSTON+  FIRST FLIGHT
'DFPARTING HOUSTON rLrvuv F1FTEEN Asite '
FOR INFO RUREAU AND ABOVE OKFICKS, ABOVE ADDRESS UN STEINER ™
STREET S ON THE FRINGE OF. IHE SAN FRANCISCO HIFPIE AREA.

INUESTIGATION GUNTINUI#G AT san FRANGISCO TY IDENTIFY SUSPECT

MESTIONED IN RETEL. ‘ ' - LY /500
‘ SEARCHED NDEXED

END _ R nizafi
oL APR5 1968
: FBI—HOUSTON

# RI=-HOUSTON
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION !

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : FILE (u44-1509) DATE: 4/5/68
FROM SAC WESLEY T. WHALEY
SUBJECT: UNSUB, aka,

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -

VICTIM

CR

(00: Memphis)

In view of Memphis' tel today and results of our
investigation thusfar, I called ASAC HALTER 3:30 PM and
asked if they hgdﬁany more identifying data on the murderer.
HALTER adviseds/that the gun used in the shating was purchased
at the Wimbeply omas Hardware, 1809 First Avenue South
Birmingham,/3/30/%8, (Remington with scope). Name used was

C? HAR EYER/(believed fictitious). Approximately two
hours before the shooting person believed identical with
LOWMEYER purchased binoculars at 162 South Main in Memphis
(no nafe). These binoculars and gun recovered at 422% South
Main, believed to be the place where shots were fired from.

Person making purchases and believed murderer
described as: WMA, 26 - 32, 5' 11", 160-175#, medium build,
dark hair combed straight back, did not wear hat or glasses,
neat appearanee, wore dark coat and trousers. -

In view of the above and since all investigatﬁé///
negati;gg/it is imperative that we determine if W. DAVYLS/é&nd
B. CHI AWf%emained in Houston upon their arrival this AM.
"According)y, SA SCHOONOVER is running down hostesses <nd
othe? background on crew members so they can be interviewed about
possible descriptions of these two and any other pertinent
information.

WIW:mec
(L)

A . 5097
SEARCHED JNDEXE%!
SERIALIZEDZCS FILED 04!

APRE 1968

FBI—-HOUSTON ,
CA%?)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108
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4 OPHONAL FORM NoO, R
El 10 !
MAY 1962 EDITION
28 GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, (4L-1509) pate: L/5/68
SA G.C., SCHOONOVER, JR.

UNSUB, aka,

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., =
VICTIM

(00: Memphis)

Re SAC memo L4/5/68 (serial 7)
el
It was determined frow”Miss SMITH, Delta Airlines, Houston
LL,/5/68, that Miss SUSAN KHAUS residence telephone number
6lL3- 2571 and Miss VICKT LUGAS residence telephone number
6L 5= 7267, were the two @tewardesses aboard Delta flight # 157,

from Mermphis, Tenn. to Hoygston, Texas which arrived at Houston

2:50 a.m, L/5/68{

Miss KRAUSE was contacted L./5/68, and questioned about
passengers W, DAVIS and B, CHIDLAW who came aboard Fllght 157
at Memphis, She stated that this flighk:was late in arriving
at Memphis and had g to Ogeratlons to pick up some forms
and upon her returnf wen fout her normal business,
According to KRAUSE, the names of passengers coming aboard
the airplane are not taken and the only thing she looks for
is the envelope of the passenger that contains the ticket
showing the passengers class of travel. As it was a late hour
when this flight left Memphls, the lights inside the cabin were
turned down for the convenience of other sleeping passgngeps
and KRAUSE was not able to get a close look at anyone and
co:1ld not make a definimb statement that she could recall
the passengers, W, DAVIS and B, CHIOLAW. 8he is to leave
Houston at 10:50 p.m. on Friday L /5/68, flight 50 for Shreveport
and Memphis, :

Efforts were made to contact VICKIE McLUCAS at her
residence telephnne and she would not be in until about
7 pem. McLUCAS has flight to New York on Delta Airlines night

of L/5/68,
“L /50 9":57{
SEARCHED NDEX
SERIALIZE ILED .
’}gﬁué{ﬁ%\?
1-Fouston ‘/4/f3/c Mg
N A

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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On the evening of L/5/68, VICKIE 1McLUCAS, telephonically
advised that she is a stewardess for Delta Airlines and was
aboard Delta Flight #157, when it departed Detroit and later
arrived Memphis, Tenn. She states that with her on this flight
was SUSAN KRAUSE and did notice the flight arrived in Mewphis
afew minutes late., Early during the evening she did hear about
the death of Dr. KING. While the plane was at the Memphis airport
several passengers came aboard and the lights were turned down
low for the convenience of the other passengers and she did not
pay too rmich attention to the passengers coming aboard at lMemphis.
She did recall that a Negro wale got on at Memphis who was
a representative of Budweiser beer and got off at Houston,

She believes his first name sas ERIC and t'ioucht that he as to
attend a ccnvention or meeting in thk Houston area.
S
As to passengers W, DAVIS and B. CHIDLAW who came auoard
flight #157 at Memp is, McLUCAS sta-es that she does not recall
these two as other passengers did board the plane at Memphis.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FBI WASH DC . , '

333PM URGENT 4-7-68 SAA
T0 ALL CONTINENTAL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR 1P
MURKIN

THIS IS THE CAPTION FOR THE CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATION
TO IDENTIFY PERSON OR PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ASSASSINA-
TION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING»> JR.> IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON
APRIL -FOUR LAST.

ALL. INVESTIGATION MUST BE HANDLE UNDER THE PER-
SONAL DIRECTION OF THE SAC. LEADS ARE TO BE AFFORDED
I MMEDIATE, THOROUGH IMAGINATIVE ATTENTION. YOU MUST
EXHAUST ALL POSSIBILITIES FROM SUCH LEADS AS ANY ONE LEAD
COULD RESULT IN THE SOLUTION OF THIS MOST IMPORTANT INVES-
TIGATION. SAC WILL BE HELD PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY
FAILURE TO PROMPTLY AND THOROUGHLY HANDLE INVESTIGATIONS
IN THIS MATTER. '
END
RPC

FBI EL PASO

JDB

FBI OKLA CITY S~ 150G - G

. SEARCHED NDEXED ,

' SERIALIZ 10 A8

FBI ALBUQUEE APR 71968
FBl—HOUSTON 17

DEC : ‘ lf:f/'z

. T7 ~’)
FBI-HOUSTON : //
TU CLR
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FBI MEMPHIS
647PM URGENT 4/7/68 CAF
TO ALL SACS

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) 2P
MURKIN3 CR. 00 MEMPHIS.

RE BUTEL TO ALL SAC'S APRIL SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT.

FOR INFO ALL OFFICES> PERTIQENT PERIODS IN INVESTIGATION
ARE MARCH TWENTY NINE AND THIRTY IN BIRMINGHAM, ALA.> AND
APRIL FOUR» SIXTY EIGHT, IN MEMPHIS. fENN. -

IN EVENT ANY DATA DEVELOPED RE SUSPECTSs IF INTERESTED
OFFICES CAN ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF SUSPECTS ON DATES ABOVE,
THIS MAY ELIMINATE SﬁSPECT- IF THIS CANNOT BE DONE, EFFORTS
SHOULD BE MADE TO SECURE PHDTOGRARHS OF SUSPEQTS IN QUESTION AND
FORWARD PHOTOS TO MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM FOR POSSIBLE ELIMINATION.
PERTINENT DESCRIPTIVE DATA SHOULD BE INCLUDEb WITH PHOTOS.

IF UNABLE TO ELIMINATE ON BASIS OF ESTABLISHED WHEREABOUTS
IN PERTINENT PERIODS, -INTERESTED OFFICES SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS
TO SECURE FINGERPRINTS OF SUS?ECT IN QUESTION AND SUBMIT SAME TO

]

BUREAU FOR ELIMINATION. .

COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION., BASED ON DATA DEVELOPED IN BIRMINGHAM

AND MEMPHIS, 1S AS FOLLOWS: : oY _,/5'4"/’—;/@

HED JDEXED ;
SERHC m‘ L/
PR Y

"END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO
SUSPECT MALE WHITE, AGE TWENTY SIX TO FORTY YEARS, HEIGHT
FIVE FT. EIGHT TO FIVE FT. ELEVEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED FIFTY TO
ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS.; DARK BROWN OR SANDY HAIR, COMBED STRAIGHT
BACK. EYES BLUE OR GREEN; MEDIUM RUILD; COQP;EXION AVERAGE,
SMOOTH. GENERAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCES NEAT.
POSSIBLITY EXISTS SUSPECT 1S NON-SMOKER. INDICATIONS WERE
THAT SUSPECT RENTED ROOM BETWEEN THREE AND THREE THIRTY PM.
APRIL FOUR, LAST, AND DEPARTED ROOM SHORTLY AFTER SIX PM. NO
MATCHES OR CIGARETTES FOUND DURING THAT PERIOD, WHICH SUGGESTS
 SUSPECT MAY BE NON-SMOKER. 1
RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION MUST BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED BUREAU.
MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM. P.
END
EP«.+LNT
FBI EL PASO
SA...EGL
FBI SANANTON
"HO.++EVB
FBI-HOUSTON
DL« +CBB
FBI DALLAS

TU CLR
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO ‘ SRAs, Beaumont, Galveston, Corpus Christi, DpATE: 1;/9/68
Bryan (College Station)

FROM : SA James S, Weir
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Your attention is direcped .to the attached teletype which
is self-explanitory. The need for speéd and accuracy in this
investigationd is obvious{ Each SRA is accountable for all

logical checks in his territory.

Lead: A¥ Houston
Lowmeder

Conduct the following checks, exgegi_ioulsly on name Lowmyer and

3

———— -

1. Indices Harvey Lowmeyer(Lowmy;r)
2, City and Telephone directories
3., Voter Registration .

. Credit and Criminal

0 Q)ﬁ;@ﬁ@/é// (50

e MU oL
Qo Y I
3

C @@%ﬁ X 'a‘-';w—-.wg»:;@\

A\
ED

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI WASH DC
8 30PM URGENT 4/8/68 GJM
TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 2P
MURKIN

THIS 1S THE CASE INVOLVING THE MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER
KINGs JRe.> ON A?RIL FOURs LAST IN’MEMPHIS: TENNESSEE.
UNDER NO CIRCUMéTANCES SHOULD ANYONE BE TOLD ?HIS
INVESTIGATION IS IN CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED MAT%ER-
IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT A RIFLE ABANDONED NEAR
SCENE OF CRI E WAS PURCHASED BY INDIVIDUAL UING THE NAME

HARVEY LQ?&EYER OR LOW@YE .

‘ | L/ "
LO&AﬁYER'OR LOWMYER IS GENERALLY DESCRIBED AS WHITE
MALE> THIRTYSIX YEARS OLD, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES TALL, ONE

HUNDRED FIFTY - ONE HUNDREﬁ SIXTY POUNDS»> BLACK OR DARK BROUN

JHAIR.

IN VIEW OF THE UNUSUAL NATURE OF THE NAMES LOWMEYER
AND LOWMYER, ALL OFFICES SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CHECK YOUR
INDICESs ALL CITY DIRECTORIES, ALL TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES COVERING

YOUR TERRITORIES, ALL DRIVERS LICENSE RECORDS, ALL AUTOMOBILE
END PAGE ONE :
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PAGE TWO
REGISTRATION RECORDS, VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDSs AND
CREDIT AND CRIMINAL RECORDS ON THE SURNAMES LOWMEYER
AND LOWMYER, IN VIEW OF THE UNUSUAL NATURE OF THE NAMES,
DO NOT CONFINE YOUR CHECK TO HARVEY LOWMEYER AND LOWMYER
ONLY. ANY INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED AS BEARING THESE SURNAMES
SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY CHECKED OUT COVERING THE PERTINENT
PERIOD. YOU SHOULD ALSO APPROPRIATELY CHECKOUT ALL
BOMBING SUSPECTS IN YOUR TERRITORIES.
HANDLE IMMEDIATELY AND GIVE TOP PRIORITY ATTENTION.
BUFILES CONTAIN NO INFORMATION IDENTIFIABLE ON
HARVEY LOWMEYER OR LOVMYER.
END )
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FILE (44-1509) DATE: 4/5/68
SAC WESLEY T. WHALEY

UNSUB, aka,

John Willard;

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM

CR

(00: Memphis)

At 8:54 AM today CLARENCE VERNON JOHN PRACOCK,
aged 61, World War II veteran, called and wanted “to go on
record that he had telephoned the White House last night
and this morning urging the President to lower all flags
to half mast.. Although PEACOCK is a white man, he thinks
the shooting was deplorable and also recommended that a fund
should be started for a memorial to KING.

His address is 5405 Lawndale.

I told PEACOCK this would be made a matter of
record.

WTW:mec
(1)
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

T0 : SAC, HOUSTON (44~-1509) DATE: 4/8/68
FROM : SA WILLIAM G, MORRISSEY

SUBJECT: MURKIN; CR
CR
(00: Memphis)

— On 4/5/68, DAVID MAC DONALD, Ticket Supervisor,
National Airlines, Houston, advised that National Airlines
and Americ¢an Alrlines were the only carriers flying a direct
route from Houston to San Francisco, Mr, MAC DONAID was

furnished the names of the possible suspects and advised that
rone of these names appeared on thesNational Airlines, Houston
to San Francisco passenger manifesto for 4/5/68.

2

Oon 4/5/68, JOSEFH CUTéZ@ Reservations Salesman,
American Airlines, Houston, wa@s furnished the names of the
possible suspects and advised that none of these names appeared
on the American Airlines, Houston to SanFrancisco or Dallas
to San Francisco passenger manifesto for 14/5/68.
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File - Serial Charge Out

FD-5 (Rev. 12’0) ‘

File Date
Class. Case No. L.ast Serial
T pending [JClosed
Date
Serial No. Description of Serial Charged
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To From
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Employee
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File « Serial Charge Out
FD-5 (Rev. 12‘0) ‘

File Date
Class. Case No. Last Serial
| di Closed
Pending [JClose Date
Serial No. Description of Serial Charged

/7

\l)’t @Wd/ ek &

#1350 Gl ///é/(,b/

Employee
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Date charged
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

|
|
I
|
]
!
FBI }
|
Date: I /9 /68 :
Transmit the following in PLATIN TEXT I
(Type in plaintext or code) jl
Via TELETYPE URGENT !
(Priority) i
________________________________________________ .
TO: MEMPHIS
FROM: HOUSTON (4~ /59%)
MURKIN, CR.

TODAY INSPECTOR M. C. SNELI, BEAUMONT, TEXAS, FD,
ADVISED WI%EEQ&uEEO“ﬁﬁ?EEt PD TWO THREE SIX FIVE FIVE, W/M
SIX FEET ZERO, ONE FIVE TWO, BLACK-GREY HAIR, BLUE EYES,
BORN NINE FOUR THIRTYSEVEN, THUCSON, ARIZ., TATTOO DASH
QUOTE ELLA UNQUOTE ON LOWER RIGHT ARM, RESIDENCE ONE ZERO
ONE FOUR SPEEDWAY AVE., TUCSON, FPC TWO ONE SPACE M SPACE
ONE SPACE U SPACE ZERO ZERO ZERO SPACE ONE SIX OVER L SPACE
ONE SPACE U SPACE ZERO ZERO ZERO SPACE SEVEN, ARRESTED LAST
NIGHT FOR INVEST. BEIER HAD NO ID AND CLAIMED WAS EX-CON
FROM WASHINGTON STATE. PHOTOGRAPH AVAILABLE.

ADVISE IF PHOTOGRAPH NEEDED.

END.,

1.+ Houston .

JIM:jas >
(1) "N~

Kié/ /wﬂ . } (‘/‘/‘
Approved: [N Sent i~ f i M Per I,.&:

Special Agent in Charge
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI-HOUSTON
1258PM URGENT 4-9-68 JLN
TO MEMPHIS

FROM HOUSTON (44-1509)>
%
MURKIN, CRe.

TODAY INSPECTOR M.C. SNELL, BEAUMONT, TEX. PD, ADVISED
WILLIAM LEO BEIER, PD TWO THREE SIX FIVE FIVE, WM, SIX FEET ZERO,
ONE FIVE TWO, BLACK-GREY HAIR, BLUE EYES, BORN NINE FOUR THIRTY-
SEVEN, TUCSON, ARIZ., TATTOO DASH QUOTE ELLA UNQUOTE ON LOWER
RIGHT ARM, RESIDENCE ONE ZERO ONE FOUR SPEEDWAY AVE., TUCSON,
FPC TWO ONE SPACE M SPACE ONE SOACE U SPACE ZERO ZERO ZERO SPACE
ONE SIX OVER L SPACE ONE SPACE U SPACE ZERO ZERO ZERO SPACE SEVEN,
ARRESTED LAST NIGHT FOR INVEST. BEIER HAD NO 'ID AND CLAIMED
WAS EX-CON FROM WASHINGTON STATE. PHOTOGRAPH AVAILABLE.

ADVISE IF PHOTOGRAPH NEEDED.
END
CORR. LINE 6 WD 8...SPACE.
END

SAB

FBI MEMPHIS ' ) R ;z2££}
, Y449 s 50 9-/5
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Transmit the following in

FBI

.Date: 4/7/68

(Type in iplain text or code).

AJRTEL

l
{
|
|
|
|
]
!
]
]
|
|
4
|

-

(Priority or Method of Mailing) ’
.-.-—...—.—....—..—.——.——_.—_._—...._——.—.—.-——..—.—-—.——-———-—-—.—- ————— H—-—-——L—-—-—-—-ﬂ--q-—
TO :  SAC, ALBUQUERQUE
FROM :  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SUBJECT: MURKIN . Cr

Note "CHANGED" title. Previously carried under "ASSASSINA—
TION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR."

All offices receiving copies of this Airtel note that Bureau
has designated above caption as approved code word for investi-
gation dealing with murder of Dr. KING.

Information under above caption should pertain only to
investigation that may have bearing oh identifying subject instant
case. All other information pertaining to racial incidents, and
racial activity arising out of assassination of Dr. KING should not
be submitted under above caption, but should be submitted by
interested offices under the appropriate caption pertaining to
Racial Matters. .

In addition, all offices 1§ receipt of this information
should re-canvass any Criminal Informants, Security Informants,
and Racial Informants for possible knowledge concerning assassina=
tion, with specific emphasis directed toward informants in known
hate groups.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

ALL COPIES AIR MAIL:
2 - BALTIMORE 2 - JAGRSGNVLLIE - 2 - PITTSBURGH
2 - BUTTE 2 - LITTLE ROCK 2 - PORTLAND ,
2 - CLEVELAND 2 - IQUISVILLE 2 - SAN ANTONIO 7
2 - COLUMBIA 2 - MINNEAPOLIS 2 - MEMPHIS
2 -~ DENVER 2 - MOBILE S
2 - EL PASO 2 - NEW ORLEANS ‘
& - HOUSTON 2. - NORFOLK , L/"“/5‘57 _ /c7
2 - INDIANAPOLIS 2 - OKLAHOMA CITY _=f
2 - wé‘%NN‘Aﬂ _ 2 - PHOENIX SEARCHED jmxsn
RN /. el gl
Approved: Sent __ M 5 o
v‘j}/&ﬂ.J AV

Specuyéent in Charge
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FBI }

|

Date: : ’

.Date: 4/7/68 |

|

Transmit the following in - ‘ J

(Type in plain text or code) . 1'

Via AIRTEL !

(Priority or Method of Mailing) o
___~~~~~__~_~__~_-_~____~*_____n______;__qm_ﬁ~,~L__7~—~~

TO :  SAC, ALBUQUERQUE

FROM :  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SUBJECT: MURKIN . Cr

‘Note "CHANGED" title. Previously carried under "ASSASSINA-
TION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR."

All offices receiving copies of this Airtel note that Bureau
has designated above caption as approved code word for investi-
gation dealing with murder of Dr. KING,

Information under above caption should pertain only to
investigation that may have bearing oh identifying subject instant
case. All other information pertaining to racial incidents, and
racial activity arising out of assassination of Dr. KING should not
be submitted under above caption, but should be submitted hy '
interested offices under the appropriate caption pertaining to
Racial Matters.. . ‘

In addition, all offices ip receipt of this information
should re-canvass any Criminal Informants, Security Informants,
and Racial Informants for possible knowledge concerning assassina=
tion, with specific emphasis directed toward informants in known
hate groups.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
ALL COPIES AIR MAIL:

24 / | AR pEee
Approved: Sent N — 2

PITTSBURGH

I

2 - BALTIMORE 2 - IAGRSGNVETLE 2 -
2 - BUTTE 2 - LITTLE ROCK 2 - PORTLAND }
2 - CLEVELAND 2 - LQUISVILLE 2 - SAN ANTONIO -~
2 - COLUMBIA 2 - MINNEAPOLIS 2 - WEMPHIS .~
2 - DENVER 2 - ‘MOBILE Va

@ EL PASO 2 ' NEW ORLEANS _ : ‘
2 ) HOUSTON 2.~ NORFOLK '-
2 . INDIANAPOLIS 2 - OKLAHOMA CITY V4 §/.7/ 507-/T |
2 . S%’W&N NAH 2 - PHOENIX SEARCHED .mm:xen}j._

SERJAL le§ L. FILED _

: Per T Nt
Special Agent in Charge

e
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4/8/68
TELETYPE

TO: SACM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FRCI: SAC, DALLAS (44-2649)

/,
IURKIN

,r et

'PERSON IDENTIFIED AS GENE M. STAIDI, VHITE MALE,

THIRTY-FIVE TO FORTY, FIVE FEET NINE INCHES TALL, ONE HUNDRED
FORTY~FIVE POUNDS, DARK BROWN HAIR, STOPPED FOR SPEEDING IN
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS, APRIL SEVEN, LAST. DRIVING SIXTY-FIVE
VHITE CHRVROLET, TENNESSEE LICENSE BP DASH ZERO SIX SIX THREE,
SEELBY CCUNTY. EXHIBITED TENNESSEE DRIVERS LICENSE ONE SIX
FIVE SIX SIX FOUR FIVE. STATED WORKING FOR WAR ON POVERTY AND
ENROUTE MEMPBIS TO HOUSTON, ARRESTING OFFICER HAD NO INFOR—
MATION CONNECTING STAMM VITH MURKIN, BUT REPORTED SAME TO

FBI.

s

MEMPHIS HANDLE,

MY~ 160720

: SEARCHED JSAZNDEKED 5/
o smmumwiimw “g)ﬁ—.
i-Dallas /\ 9?%8‘

(\1 Hougton MCC:jw (2) 4 /FeisHousian N _
) V] nas.. o
Fi

K
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ' .

|

|

|

|

|

|
FBI :

Date: z-l-/9/68 :

|

Transmit the following in PLATINTEXT :
i
|

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE

(Priority)

703 DIREVTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, HOUSTON (44-1509)

MURKING /

TODAY, TOM MULVANEY, GTTY DESK, HOUSTON CHRONICLE, DAILY
NEWSPAPER, HOUSTON, TEX., TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THAT HE HAD
RECETVED AN ANONYMOUS CALL THIS DATE INDICATING THAT THE
"MAFIA" IS SUFFERING A TREMENDOUS LOSS OF PROPERTY AS A
RESULT OF THE RIOTS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY IN THE NEGRO
COMMUNITY. THE ANONYMOUS CALLER ALSO ARSTeESsd THAT THE "MAFTIA"
WAS BEHIND THE ASSASSINATION OF KING AND MORE SUCH VIOLENCE
WOULD BE FORTHCOMING, THE CALLER FURTHER STATED THAT THE
"MAFTA" WILL NOT TOLERATE MUCH MORE OF THE RIOTOUS TYPE
ACTIVITY IN THE COUNTRY AND INDICATED THAT RETALIATORY STEPS
WOULD SOON BE UNDERTAKEN,

MULVANEY INDICATED THAT HE INTENDED TO TAKE NO FURTHER
ACTION RE THIS ANONYMOUS TELEPHONE CALL AS REGARDS HIS
PAPER, HOWEVER, THE ABOVE INFORMATTON IS BEING FURNISHED
TO THE BUREAU FOR ITS INFORMATION.

DCS :SIM L o2/

- RS RN HSEE Y 3
(e .. BRI
i Co (N

Approved: ‘(&\ Sent /;( /& /M Per Q/@

Special Agent m Efarge
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FBI WASH DC

FBI-HOUSTON
1210 PM 4-9-68 URGENT LME
TO DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM SAC> HOUSTON (44-1509)
MURKING

TODAY>, TOM MULVANEY, CITY DESK, HOUSTON CHRONICLE: DAILY 
NEWSPAPER, HOUSTON, TEX. TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THAT HE HAD
RECEIVED AN ANONYMOUS CALL THIS DATE INDICATING THAT THE
“"MAFIAY™ IS SUFFERING A TREMENDOUS LOSS’OF PROPERTY AS A
RESULT OF THE RIOTS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY IN THE NEGRO
COMMUNITY. THE ANONYMOUS CALLER ALSO INFERRED THAT THE "MAFIA"™
WAS BEHIND THE ASSASSINATION OF KING AND MORE SUCH VIOLENCE
WOULD BE FORTHCOMING> THE CALLER ?URTHER STATED THAT THE
"MAFIA"™ WILL NOT TOLERATE MUCH MORE OF THE RIOTOUS TYPE
ACTIVITY IN THE COUNTRY AND INDICATED THAT RETALIATORY STEPS
WOULD SOON BE UNDERTAKEN.

MﬁLVANEY INDICATED THAT HE INTENDED TO TAKE NO FURTHER
ACTION RE THIS ANONYMOUS TELEPHONE CALL AS REGARDS HIS
PAPER, HOWEVER, THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS BEING FURNISHED
TO THE BUREAU/FOR ITS INFORMATION.
END
CAB

FBI WASH DC
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