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R BRI o S - Date__ ADTil 11, 1968

' o BILLY Y KING was interviewed at the Roeck: Island,

I1linois , Police T\’_‘; paxr tnen t, b;/ .uo_u-_npuh A. WICK” iRk and CLIJ)[\.IJ.-AS

E. SMITH who identified themsclves as Special Agents of the
I'SI, KING was warncd of his rights and he waived them as
shown on an executed warning and walver form, =

BILLY RAY KING advised he has resided for ten years

‘at 102 Arlington Sureeu, Lake Providence,- Louisiana, He has

been cmplovea as’'a deck hand on different boats in the lMississippi

River since he was 18 years of aze, He stated for the last

- three months he has been employed as a deck hand on a towboat
for the K.G.W. Towing Company out of Greenville, Mississippi,

He added that he had been injured on hig boat
. approximately twenty days ago and had been treated at the
i " Greenville, Iississippi, General Hospital, but had been
recuperatlnn at his home -in Lake Providence, Louisiana,
He had recovered and arranged to catch his boat, which is
the George Veathers, at ﬂulﬁcy, Illinois. His Personnel
Director, JGRRY WILSON, with the K.G.W, Towing Company in
Grconv1lle, Mississippi, bad given him an airplane ticket
from Greenville, Mississipni to St. Louis, Missouri, to
Quincy, Illinois, for April 5 1968; however, he determined
that all planes wcre full anm was in SthChwd to take a bus
S to lemphis, Tenncssee;. to cateh-a plane -to St. -Louls, He-
‘ : - left his home by Trailway Bus around noon on April 4, 1968
and proceeded to Hemphis, Tennessee, which is about 175
- .miles, He arrived in Memphis sometlme in the afternoon .
- probably around 4:00 p.n; While at the Trallway Bus Depot,
_the riots broke out due. to_the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER
KING. He advised that the bus depot was closed, There
was no busses allowed to leave ‘or enter and the people in
the bus depot were forced to remain in the depot all night
long. He advised tnat the aepo+ was only two or three

B ' B -
QRSO ..

" blocks from the Lorrgzine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, where

KING was shot, . He advised that he  knows where this motel
is located as. he had stayed’ there on prev1ous occasions,
He added that it was general knowledge in all the papers
that Dr., MARTIN LUTHER KING was in Mempnls and staylnw at
”the Lnrralne Motel_

on_ 4-7-68 a__Rock Island Illirois Filoy_ ST 44-561 ~—
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KING stated that he did not shoot MARTIN LUTIHR

KING but hastily added even if he had done so, he would not
tell. He also stated that MARTIN LUTIER KING got just what

he deserved and that the people in the North are getting
just what they deserved on this racial problem as they
caused the whole thing., When asked 1f he was a member of
the KKK, KING stated that he was not.a member but also
added even if he was, he would not tell, E

KING then stated during’the early hours before

daybreak, the busses started to move and he was able to

take a taxi to the airport. He recalled that the fare
was somewhere around $4.65., When he arrived at the air-
port, he determined that there was only one plane that he
could ‘catch to Quincy, Illinois; however, this plane was
full and he was placed on stand by. When the plane left

. and he could not get on, he then made a long distance

telepnone call to his boss JERRY WIILSON who then told him
to catch a bus to St., Louis and a bus to Quincy where he
could catch the boat., He advised that he took a cab back
to the bus depot where he boarded a Trailway Bus for St,
Louis, Missouri. He advised this was early in the morning
and arrived in St. Louis sometime around noon. He then

. caught a bus from St. Louis to Quincy; however, this bus

made many dlfferent stops and he arrived too late in Quincy
to catch the boat. He then took another bus to Rock Island,
1111n01s, where he now uwaiting for the ooai wnlch is due to
arxrive at 12 00 mldnlﬁhtc . - :

_ KING stated that he ‘owns a 1967 briglit .blue Mustanow_'
whlch is at his home at Laké- Drov1denco Louisiana, He

explained that the papers for this car ale in the name of
his friend TRAVIS SHEFFIBLD, who lives approximately three

‘blocks away on Foster Street He stated he bought this. car.

from SHEFFIZLD and is naklng the payments but he has not
had the papers changed over.to his name, The car is at his
home, -KING also admitted that he owned a .38 pistol and a
shotiun which are both at hiSKhome. :

4‘1"

‘The follow1n0 description was obtalned from o

_observatlon and: 1nterv1ew-
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Name-
Sex

Race
Date of Birt!

. Place of Birth

Height
Weight
Hair

- Eyes

Complexion
Address

Occupation
Education )
Marital Status
Employment

Mother
Arrests

BILLY  RAY KING
Male

"White

61" ‘ ’

185 pounds

Dark Brown, Curly
Blue

Medium to ruddy

‘102 Arlington

Lake Providence, Louisiana |
Deck Hand, Towpoat
Seventh Grade

Single o

K.G.,W, Towing Company

Greenville, Mississippi

GERTRUDE TRITH

Admits juvenile arrest

before the age of 18 for

assaulting a Negro police

‘officer in Lake Providence,

. Louisiana, explaining he beat
"this officer with a pipe, served
nine months in a reform school
at Monroe,, Louisiana; :
Admits arrest at the age of 183
for carrying a pistol at Lake

f"v' Providence, Louisiana, fined
Sy . .- -~ $200.00 and .$37.00 costs and -
PR : . N . g :
. ~two years probation,
R : .
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TOM MOSS, Chief of Police, Yankakee, Illinois, advised
on April 5, 1968, he received an anonymous telephone’ call
stating that a young white man staying at the West Lane Motel,
Marion, Arkansas, had told a female employee of this motel that
he was a Chicago police officer and that he was on his way
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., No further information
was obtained from the anonymous telephone call,
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The Springfield, Illinois Police. Department, on
April 8, 1968, advised ALLEN RICHARD THAYER was in custody
and that he fits the general description of the individual
who shot MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. THAYER interviewed
this date by Bureau Agents and he advised he could

‘not account for his whereabouts on the pertinent dates

as pertained to this case, He did advise, however,

that he had been traveling across the United States for
several weeks and that to the best of his knowledge he was in.
Denver, ‘Colorado on the day that he heard that KING had been
assassinated. THAYER advised at no time was in in Alabama

or Tennessee this year. THAYER'and companion were traveling

in a 1959 gold Chevrolet,
THAYER 1s described as:

Height 5' 11"
Weight * 155 pounds
Hair Dark brown

combed straight back
Eyes - . Blue :
‘Complexion Dark
Tattoo ' +  Skull and crossbonés

left forearm

Previous arrests Armed robbery
Ontario Canda
breaking and entering
Hartford, Connecticut

DOB " & Py

» ., Bristol, Connecticul .
, T THAYER advised he ‘knows nothing concerning the nmurder
of KING nor has he any animosities.toward KING. The Springfield
Police Department filed chargeékagainst THAYER for defrauding

an innkeeper,
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WILLIAM LOHMEYER
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On April 9, 1968, discreet investigation was’
conducted re WILLYIAM LOAMEYER, Route 1, Strawn, Xllinois,
Information was developed LOHMEYER has been in the Strawn
Illinois area, during the pertinent period re captioned
nmatter, : :

+

- . LOHMEYER is described as:

Race ) White

Sex Male

Age . 43

“Height 5t -9

Weight 165

Conmplexion Ruddy

Hair Brown

Burr cut
Build Medium - stocky
: round facial features
' Occupation Farmer

Well respected in comnmunity
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G, J. J. TRARES

* L]
-
"
tu
.
~ 7
»
- » ‘e . - - - = % , “h.\;.: e i >
“x » Lo
.
'5; . - -~
*
s .
\
£ Py -
'i
-
L3
* : L
. ' ,} ~ ‘ '.{
EY N ’ \l Fl
, . - 170 -
!
i =
- P
&
-
R A «
g
. s
H
. ‘e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



EPR— -

SI 44-561

s

JEROME J,. TRARES, is described as:

Race White

Sex Male

‘DOB

Height , Z

Weight ‘ 230 pounds
Hair Brown, graying

bald, front and top
4 Sheryl Drive,
East St., Louis (Caseyville)
Illinois

Enployer U,.S. Gypsunm
salesman of building materials
to wholesalers

Was in Memphis, April 2-4, 1968
to contact BILL WOOD at

lunmber yard owned by

JOHNSONS, owners,

Holiday Inn Mofel Chain
Driving 1968 Green Ford

4 door registered to

U.S, Gypsun

TRARES departed Memphis at 4:00 P M, April 4, 1968,
arriving at residence 10:30 P,M, the same date after
stop at Cairo, Illznoxs. . A

L4

Due to varience"” "in physical and car description and

zdeparture time, he does not appear identical to the

unknown subject. \
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ROBERT L, PLUNX, white male, age 34, born

S5' 10" tall, 160 pounds, dark brown hair,
receding, brown cyes, was a passenger on train number 6 IC Railroad
to St. Louis, Missouri, at 5:00 A.M, this date, April 11, 1968,
PLUNK briefly interviewed at Carbondale, Illinois, in view of
information furnishied’ by train personnel indicating PLUNK resembled
artist's sketch of assassin of Dr, KING., PLUNK boarded

IC passenger train #10 out of Jacksonville, Florida, at Corinth

. Mississippi with a round trip ticket to St. Louis. He was with

his mother, EULIA PLUNK and resides at RR 2, Michie, Tennessee,
PLUNK produced a letter from Veteran's Administration Hospital
(vah) St. Louis, Missouri, addressed to ROBERT L, PLUNK,

RR 2, Michie, Tennessee, requesting him to report for

physical re disability claim. PLUNK has TB was a Korean

war veteran and had prior chest operation for TB at Murphyreesboro,
Tennessee, VAH., The letter directed PLUNK to report VAH

A 139, out patient service, 915 North Grand, St. Louis,
Missouri, April 11, 1968, PLUNK claims he does

not work due to physical condition, PLUNK obviously in

pooxr physical condition and had difficulty in moving and
breathing,
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U ' ‘On April 13, 1968, LEONARD EORMORNY, Manager,
Lipsett Stecel Products Company, 2520 East 23rd Street,
Granite City, Xllinois, advisecd that D, L. PETERSON is
actually a D, L. Peterson Leasing Company, Baltinore,
Maryland, and the automobiles for Lipsett Steel Products
Conpany are leased through the D, L. Peterson Lcasing
Conpany,

He advised that the Lipsett Steel Products
Company and the Luria Brothers and Company are -the sane
caapany,opcrating out of 2520 East 23rd Street, Granite
City, Xllinois. , : .
P L]
He said A. J. CONSTANTINO was an employee of ‘the
Lipsett Stell Products Company and that CONSTANTINO was
residing at the Executive Apartments at 10038 Executive
Drive North, St. Louis, Missouri, 3
back to -the company until April 15, 1968.- He further *
advised that CONSTANTINO was the only employee of the
company who took ‘travelling assignments. He advised-that -
'/lnadid'not have any infornation concerning the 1968

Illinois license 411809 at tQ? present time.

«
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KENNETH NEVBLE, 1817 North Nortli- Strect, Peoria,
Illinois, viewed on April 18, 1968, a composite photograph
of ERIC STARVO GALT. He advised this individual is definitely
not the crewman which he had reference to aboard the SS Hudson
in December, 1961, to February, 1962, He advised there is distinct
differences in the hair and facial features, NEWBLE is of the
opinion he knew the crewman as RICHARD GALT and cannot offer
explanations or suggestions as to which crevman he may have made
reference .to, He advised he recalls RICHARD SANTAMOUR, also a
crewnan, who is definitely not identical with the individual
he had reference to, Based on NEWBEL's statements, 'after viewing
a conposite photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT and in the absence of
any recorded crewman naned GALT. no further investigation to
locate this individual will be conducted.

- ¥
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Information was received from the Jackson
Division, on April 19, 1968, that Pascagoula, .
Mississippi Police Department stopped an individual driving a white
Corvair bearing 1968 Xllinois license DG 3109, The driver
identified himself as JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE, MONTAGNE
was accompanied by another white male whose identity was not
determined. MONTAGNE indicated he was a musician and
the other person indicated he was a seaman and. they were
both heading for New Orleans, .

) The oificer who ‘stopped the above individuals said
that MONTAGNE resecmbled the photo of GALT and that after hearing
a description of JAMES EARL RAY having a scar in the niddle of
his forehead he believed that MONTAGNE might be RAY as he
recalled MONTAGNE having such a scar. No further description -
was available on LONTAGNE or the other person,

Auto Registration Section records, Springfield,
Illinois, revealed 1968 Illinois license DG 3109 is registered
to RAYMOND HILLBURN, 6039 North Ridge, Chicago, Y1llinois for
a 1956 Dodge, Four door, VIN 32233139, Auto registration
and drivers license checks re MONTAGNE negative.

Drivers Lic¢ense Section records re HILLBURN
describe him as:

Name RAYMOND MITCHEL HILLBURN

Address ~ e 1254 .Leland,

Chicago,  Illinois_ Co
DOB e e E
Height <% 5'-10""

Weight . 1v160 pounds

Hair Brown

Eyes . Blue IS

Drivers license #

: « Suspended since 3/10/68

et
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O, UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA J, CARNAHAN
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On April 29, 1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield,
Illinois, advised 1968 Illinois license B291617 was issued to
JAMES J, MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois
for 1966 Chevrolet Flectside Panel Truck, VIN C2546F163402
privers license listed 2s [} N Jl; Social Security

nunber

1967 Illinois license B291617 issued ‘to GEORGE WARD,
Route 2, D Street, Murphysbord, Illinois, for a 1956 Ford pickip
truck, VIN F10V6G25421, drivers license listed as *.
This license originally issued for 1954 Ford Pickup in whic

driver's license listed as . These
are not JIllinois drivers license.

Drivers license section, Springfield, advised
drivers license number dissued February 14,
1968, to JAMES J, MC GOVERN, This chauffeurs license expires
March 7, 1969 and described him as 5' 10", 190 pounds,

brown hair, blue eyes, DOB application reflects
he is self employed and dba J, J, Mc Govern Motoxr Service,
Drivers license number

Rosemont, Illinois,

Decenber 8, 1967 to GEORGE L, WARD, Lxrad reet,
Murphysboro, Xllinois, and license expires December 8, 1968
and describes him as 5' 11", 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel

eyes, DOB
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_ I1linois Drivers Licenset@m issued
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E, BODKER, 1 ou valon, Dalton,

Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes hin

as male, born NSNS 5' 10", 175 pounds,

brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer,
Records reflect license, was suspended December 12, 1967 for .,

an accident, It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three

moving violations but is presently clear and valid,
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On May 17, 1968, Mr., WCODROV THOMPSON, Parts
Manager, enployed 23 years with Rust Internat10na1 Inc.,
International Harvester: (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor,
and Equipnment Company, 1803 West Washington Street,
Bloonington, Illinois, advised that there has never been
a WILLIAM A, MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Xllinois,
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in
the Bloomington, Illinois area, THOMPSON further advised that
the cleosest representative for the International Harvester
Conpany is L, C, BARNETT, District Manager, International
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois.
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department,
Bloonington, X1llinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office,
Bloonington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLYAM A, MARSHALL
or sinilarity. =
Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L, C, BARNETT,
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island

‘Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the

Northern 60 counties for the State of Xllinois which includes
Bloonington, and his recoxrds reflect no one by the name
WILLYAM A, MARSHALL as being an employee of his oxr as being
& franhise dealer in his district. BARNETIT further advised
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district
to the State of California. BARNETIT stated that any further
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H

Hone Offices, 401 North .Michigan Avenue, Chicago, I1llinois.-
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V2o felt his life yas
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Hrs, 8TRADER was advised that any infornntion

Ternished to thig Zuresu in confidence would cértainly be
protected but that we ¥ere in no position to raysically guard
her husband and if he folit his life was in danger this wosg
a2 nmatter he should take up with local anthorities, hovever
e were desirous of intervieving hin concerning any valuable
infornation hsa might bhave in regard to this case ond would do

S0 at his conveanience ‘pon his avrival, lrs., STRATID advised
she would have her husbhand contact the office upon his éfrivzl
“at Lexington,»lllinoia, ‘She was also fﬁrnished.the nane of the

, SRA at Bloomington and of., vhereakotis of our office there.

: Mrs, STRADER statdd she and bher husband were passing
through lMewphis at the time MARTIN LUTHIR XIng was slain., Ier
hsband allegedly overhesard n conversation zmong five indiﬁiduals
one of wihom he clainmg Yesembles the publishad photograph of RAY,
the subject, in this ¢ase, in which they talked about the. £illing,

.,Subsequently,.last Sunday night their car ¥aS ‘broken-into and
on londay he claims he yas followed from Lexinzton to Dztroit

by a tan Ciievrolet, the regisiration nimbor of vilich he was
tained two individuals vwhom

unabie to obtain.. Thi car coni
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A 4. not recognize and at a rest stop ?hese nen toqk & §hpL

¢ u:t {1t did not hit him because he "hit the grounaﬁ, e
axfgth;; he is in grave danger for his personal safety becausc
fo e information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING,

Mrs. STRADER waé advised immediately upon her husband's
rE%urn she should centact this office'and yg‘would set up %‘_ .
mutually agreeable time and place during which we could interview
her husband concerning this matter.
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SI 44-561

appeared in "Life' magazine and the Governor of Lousiana
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid,
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can coitact
any FBIYI Field Office who w111 then arrange Ior -an interview
with hlm.

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while
cozring a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned.
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio, STRADER informed him
he was en route %o the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,
Illinois. He then told STERN a '"fantastic tale" about him,
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on. March 29, 1968 in
Lebanon, Tennessee, ccncerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING,
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they
had taken his license number., STRADER believed there
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time.
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet
him at his convenience “in 'their terrltory. According to Mr.,

STERN, BISHOP stated that“STRADER is afraid to approach -any

office and may desire to- have comeone meet him at a location
other than an office. &\ .

The files of the Springfield Office contain the
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT

HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

- On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 61" -2", 175 1bs.,

employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illindois, and in
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards-
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery .of
the Hamel State Bank Buflle 91~26560, SI file 91-2642,

-
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Hrs.  TRENCH was contacted at her home on 4/29/68,
She advised that her ex~son~in-law, CECII, RAY, forwerly
of Vandalia, Illinois, has bocn to her residence ot aooro Lancly

two occasions within the last five ‘years, adcompanied by an
Jindividual who resembled JAMES EARLRAY. It is hm” belief that
CICIL RAY referred to this pearson as JWiBS RAY. Mrs. FRONCYH

was unable to furnish any more epecific 1nLormatLou as to the
times or when the visits were nade.

She SLafed that CYCIL RAY was separated from her st ep-
daughter, JUDITH SARLINE uAY who resides at 1013 Main Str ~eet,
Hiz n}anl Illinois. They Have been soﬂaraL 2d about four years.
CICIL RAY is believed to be emnloyed in JOLIET, ILL., as a truck
driver for an unidentified Gas and 0il Compavy and was last scen
by Frs. TRENCH in 1966, CECIL RAY's narvents are dececased but he
1s believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois,
name unknowa. CECIL RAY was @wnloyed as a bartender aL ona time
at an uvnidentified bar on the main streat in Vandalia., MDR3.
FAENCH had no photogravh . and could furnish no description of
CrCIL RAY. ‘ : , =

~

By way of bacl @round conceLnlnﬁ MRS, FRENCH, her husgband
ZARL FRINCH was beat to deathin F£“117Ham Illinois, in early
1957 anl the casze has not bceu so]ved ﬁers “”“LC” resides alone
with her dog and according to ShorlFf A. P. DITTER, is an avid
beer drinker. Mrs. FRINCH did nokt anpear to have been drinking
at the time of the 1ntervicw. Shedid refer to the death. of her
hushand on ‘several occa smow and mentioned that she LHGW'QOJ
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