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LATENT PRINTS SOLVE ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On April 4, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. while stj
on a balcony in Memphis, Tennessee, was brutally assassinaf
gunshot by an unknown assailant.

Latent fingerprints develped on a rifle, binoculars, and
of Mexico were identified as the left thumbprint of JAMES EAR
FBI #405942G, a Bureau fugitive. These left thumbprintd
identified through the utilization of computer technology to
the fingerprint records of all Bureau fugitives for comps
Additional latent fingerprints were also identified as finge
of JAMES EARIL RAY.

As a result of the latent fingerprint identificationg
EARL RAY was convicted of the assassination of Dr. Martin
King, Jr., and was sentenced to ninety-nine years in priso
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1€, and- Vicinity .

partly cloudy. and cooler
Thursday night and Friday.
High Thursday about 68 with
winds . westerly becoming
northwesterly 15 to 20 miles
‘an hour with gusts to 30
miles an’ hour. Low Thurs-
day night'about 46.

Suntise 5:43; sunset 6:24
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; Thursday mght and Friday.
High Thursday about 68 with
winds . westerly becoming
northwesterly 15 to 20 miles
an hour with gusts to 30
miles an' hour. Low- Thurs
day night about 48.

: Sunéise 5:43; sunset 6:24
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4 LEAVE THIS SPACE BLANK | TYPE OR PRINT
LA?T NAME ‘Xi FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME

o : WARDEN Ray, James Earl

———— -l - ——
;. assspiri :§ta"v&
STATE PENMERITRAY [T &cman¥s

/ 2 3 i’
4/&" 7 D & | MaswyILLE, TEMN. 7209
: tn Pames EaTl Ray

. SIGNATURE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED T

- ' O
7/»:‘1(—' EAKL . KHT
/‘:’ YOUR NUMBER

3 y /n%”‘ f"' y ~
r,f&" MARKS, OR AMPUTATIONS 65‘1.;”.,

n/a
: 3 pLace FBI NO. Here

_-__'_-_-

LEAVE THIS SPACE BLANK

DATE

REF.

‘12'69 REPLY DESIRED? [ X YES [_| NO
REPLY WILL BE SENT IN ALL CASES IF SUBJECT FOUND TO BE WANTED.

e b |
34

ia
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8. RIGHT LITTLE
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LEFT THUMB
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<
r:unu. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, UNITED ST
. ~—==WASHINGTON, .D. C. 20537

ATES DEPARTME'IT OF JUSTICE

' WA‘non EMPLOYER (If U.S. Government, indicate mi
/ X v ,),T‘Y‘lﬁ’.l'r"“'-‘q :T‘Tg

n/a n/gosve  WEIT (JJITVHEAY

serial number) or civilian employmg agency.)=

" RESIDENCE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED
g . Illinois

CURRENT ARREST OR R

ECEIPT

DATE ARRESTED CHARGE OR OFFENSE
OR RECEIVED (If code citation is used it should be accompanied by charge)

3-11=-69. . Murder 1lst Degree

DISPOSITION OR SENTENCE
(List FINAL disposition only. If not now available,

submit later on FBI Form R-84 for completion of record.)

99 years

FOR INSTITUTIONS USE ONLY
Sentence expires

"

* If arrest fingerprints sent FBI previously and FBI# unknown, furnish arrest #

.Date

If COLLECT wire reply or COLLECT telephone reply is desired indicate here:

[] Wire reply [] Telephone reply Telephone Number including area code

Please Paste Photograph in This Space

Since photograph may become detached indicate name,
date taken, FBI number, and arrest number on reverse
lside whether attached to fingerprint card or submitted
ater.

INSTRUCTIONS

. FORWARD ARREST CARDS TO FBI.IM- _
MEDIATELY AFTER FINGERPRINTING
FOR MOST EFFECTIVE SERVICE.,

. TYPE or PRINT all information.

3. Note amputations in proper finger squares.

. REPLY WILL QUOTE ONLY NUMBER AP-
PEARING IN THE BLOCK MARKED
“YOUR NUMBER.”

. Indicate any additional coples for other
agencies in space below - give their com-
plete mailing address including zip code.

SEND COPY TO:

{RECORDED
MAR 25 1969
r,;u;.;gv.aa
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LEAVE THIS SPACE BLANK TYPE OR PRINT '
MIDDLE NAME

LAST NAME % FIRST NAME

S —y

it O e N WARDEN Ra&, James Barl
ausssiiric Stasvo

4// // S ,/‘_ T ?TRTF’?EWNTT?RY Ga’lf e man¥

—IY 2 & NASHVILLE, TENN, 7209  Others

- tn pPames Edrl Ray

- ———

. SIGNATURE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED
o e 3~
A AME > L rRK I K57

s g JATTE :
e ( /,', : YOUR NUMBER

Sy o :
s +» MARKS, OR AMPUTATIONS - !
S / 6547

n/a
: PLace FBI NO. HeRre

LEAYE THIS SPACE BLANK

DATE

REF.

-12- 6(7 REPLY DESIRED? [ YES [ | NO

REPLY WILL BE SENT IN ALL CASES IF SUBJECT FOUND TO BE WANTED.

431
34
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o9 =
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»
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2

7 k)
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23
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2
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RIGHT LITTLE

S. GCOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 19614~ -256-240
o)
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[——
'E.llll. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, UNITED STATES DEPAHTMENT OF JIISTIGE
e S— = WASHINGTON, .D. C. 20537

EMPLOYER ﬂf U.S. Government, indicate Mlm serial number) or civilian employmg agency.)™
THATTUITIVEY STQT‘

h/a' : n/geeve  WVET |

:

lm OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED
Illinois

\ CURRENT ARREST OR RECEIPT
DATE ARRESTED CHARGE OR OFFENSE DISPOSITION OR SENTENCE

OR RECEIVED (If code citation is used it should be accompanied by charge) | (List FINAL disposition only. If not now available,
submit later on FBI Form R-84 for completion of record.)

3-11-69. ‘ Murder 1lst Degree 99 years

LA
A

(SL-81°€ 'A3W) L021

ANIHdHIONId LNILVT

FOR INSTITUTIONS USE ONLY
Sentence expires

SO

1788€~ bt

Km@ﬁw sent FBI previously and FBI# unknown, furnish arrest # : .Date
If COLLECT wire reply or COLLECT telephone reply is desired indicate here:

__ []Wire reply el [] Telephone reply Telephone Number including area code

e . : INSTRUCTIONS

1. FORWARD ARREST CARDS TO FBI.IM-"_
MEDIATELY AFTER FINGERPRINTING
FOR MOST EFFECTIVE SERVICE, .

2. TYPE or PRINT all information:

NOILD3S

Note amputations in proper finger squares.

Please Paste Photograph in This Space . REPLY WILL QUOTE ONLY NUMBER AP-
PEARING IN THE BLOCK MARKED

Smce photograph may become detached indicate name, “YOUR NUMBER.”

date taken, FBI number, and arrest number on reverse
side whether attached fo fingerprint card or submitted - Indicate any additional copies for other
later. agencies in space below - give theu' com-
plete mailing address including zip code.

SEND COPY TO:

RECORDED
MAR 25 1969
ll)..NI' . DI 'V. 85

:Ahh._(_nzv.-a-n-n)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e

LEAVE BLANK v PE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATI
! A FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME

C REY _RAY( ' JAMES FARL 1O~ | o
STATE USAGE ERTRITE 911842100803
R THO191 050
I DEPT OF CORR -
R T e SR IR0 e

NASHUILLE, TH I—

THIS DATK AT COMPUTERIZED INLOCAL, STATH/AND NATIONALFILES | 041 ¢ ARRESTED OR RECEIVED DOA RACE : WGT. | EYES | HAIR |PLACEOF BIRTH POB
DATE  JSIGNATURE OF OFFICIAL TAKING FINGERPRINTS 3-26-91 MISSOURIT
" ; 3 " < 7 /[/ﬁ/ YOUR NO Q§A 65477 . :
FAP | U Vb [ e/ o <o LEAVE BLANK

CHARGE FBINO. FR| i

74

) / 1 — o
/) 1st DEGREE MURDER, ESCAPE O ol 3L

FINAL DISPOSITION Sommo 20C NCIC CLASS - FPC
101 YRS ' '

L
ERlF]

184

ANIHdHIONIE LN3ILYT

v,

.0

- /
-

R ¢ -
J &

J

/

78 |
NOILD3S

i

2. R.INDEX %" % 3. R. MIDDLE
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ves R INSTRUCTIONS

f&\\ PALM PRINTS TAKEN? D m e UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIOED BY REGULATION IN YOUR STATE, FINGERPRINTS ARE
s \ ! ; BTN TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO FBI IDENTIFICATION DIVISION. FORWARD IMMEDI-
YES ATELY FOR MOST EFFECTIVE SERVICE.

PHOTO AVAILABLE? E D ‘ . FINGERPRINTS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED 8Y ARRESTING AGENCY ONLY (MULTIPLE
. HAY 28 g, PRINTS ON SAME CHARGE SHOULD NOT BE SUBMITTED BY OTHER AGENCIES SUCH AS

JAILS, RECEIVING AGENCIES ETC.) REQUESTS COPIES OF FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORD

IF ARREST FINGERPRINTS SENT FBI PREVIOUSLY ANBFBI NO. WKWWN,‘ FOR AL zz’::’m":‘smm“ N BLOCK BELOW. GIVE COMPLETE MAILING

* FURNISH ARREST NO. DATE e - . TYPEOR PRINT ALL INFORMATION. .
: ALY SSWAE R mnmuummmtmauocxs
STATUTE CITATION (SEE INSTRUCHIONS NO-9) ar . LIST FINAL DISPOSITION IN BLOCK ON FRONT SIDE. IF NOT NOW AVAILABLE, SUBMIT

LATER ON FBI FORM R-84 FOR COMPLETION OF RECORD.' IF EINAL DISPOSITION NOT

nomz (,(_)l% Fglj:t ; © AVAILABLE SHOW PRETRIAL OR ARRESTING AGENCY DISPOSITION e.g.. RELEASED,

NO FORMAL CHARGE, BAIL, TURNED OVER TO, IN THE ARREST DISPOSITION BLOCK

t 55Y-007- LA |

. MAKE CERTAIN ALL IMPRESSIONS ARE LEGIBLE, FULLY ROLLED AND CLASSIFIABLE.
3. %quD ¥ de % q / - CAUTION - CHECK BOX ON FRONT IF CAUTION STATEMENT INDICATED. BASIS FOR
CAUTION (ICO) MUST GIVE REASON FOR CAUTION, e.g.. ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

ARREST DISPOSITION (Se€ INSTRUCTION NO. 5) ADN SUICIDAL, ETC.

3 : : 1 8 MISCELLANEOUS NUMBER (MNU) - SHOULD INCLUDE SUCH NUMBERS AS MILITARY
SERVICE, PASSPORT AND’OR VETERANS ADMINISTRATION (IDENTIFY TYPE OF NUM-
BER.) -

. PROVIDE STATUTE CITATION, IDENTIFYING SPECIFIC STATUTE (exomple - PL for PENAL
EMPLOYER: 1FU.S. GOVERNMENT. INDICATE SPECIFIC AGENCY. ' (AW) AND CRIMINAL CODE CITATION INCLUDING ANY SUB-SECTIONS.
TFMILITARY, LIST BRANCH OF SERVICE AND SERIAL NO. . ALLINFORMATION REQUESTED IS ESSENTIAL.
: PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 (P.L. 93-579) REQUIRES THAT FEDERAL. STATE. OR LOCAL
7 " AGENCIES INFORM INDIVIDUALS WHOSE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER IS REQUESTED
WHETHER SUCH DISCLOSURE IS MANDATORY OR VOLUNTARY, BASIS OF AUTHORITY
" OCCUPATION : FOR SUCH SOLICITATION, AND USES WHICH WILL BE MADE OF IT.

REPLY DESIRED? YES NO

(Se-8-¢ ‘A3w) L0214

<ol

Séo

1288 £

.I.Hllldlrloﬂ'ﬁ?l’ ?lﬂ!.l."l "‘

RESIDENCE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED ¥ "KQ‘D
RIVERBEND MAXIMUM SECURITY INSIWW : Y WILL BE SENT IN ALL CASES IF SU! TO BE WANTED)

i IF COLLECT WIRE OR COLLECT TELEPHONE REPLY DESIRED.
. 7475 Cm.l. BEND IND. ROAD INDICATE HERE: (WIRE SENT ON ALL UNKNOWN DECEASED)

W IRE REPLY Tilm REPLY TELEPHONE NO. AND AREA CODE
SCARS, MARKS, TATTOOS, AND AMPurAnongyz/ i; D : D

D COPY TO: NAME ORI NUMBER AND ADDRESS
SCAR-RIGHT HAND.

BASIS FOR CAUTION ICO

DATE OF OFFENSE DOO SKIN TONE SKN

MISC. NO MNU

ABDDITIONAL INFORMATION LEAVE BLANK

. % U.8.G.P.O. 1990-262-201/20880
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VE BLANK

FIRST NAME MIDOLE NAME

JAMES EARL
ONTRIBUTOR

? i g@:umnsu::
! (A
. RTURRRENE Mt SEC om0

B i 2 e 00 4 NASHUILLE, TN

"YHIS DATA A BE COMPUTERIZED INLOCAL. STAT/AND NATIONALFILES |0/ 1 Aneo o0 On HECEVED DOA

3-26-91

WW—W— LU |GRE
3/@_[ Hm %a’ <o o Ok 65477 LEAVE BLANK

/) 1st. DEGREE/!‘.IRDER ,_,r;.scm b &

STATE USAGE

FINAL DISPOSITION | - :
! el 2 , NCIC CLASS - FPC

#I1

L.

SLO)4
ANIHdHIONI4 LN3L1VY

17885~ hfy M

NOILD3S

5.R. LITTLE

10. L. LITTLE

8. L. MIDDLE 9.L. RING

AT 35
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\ "FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

INSTRUCTIONS

NO
"‘FF\L’SE"
N pALMPRINTS TAKEN? D E,, o _-' - L) . UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY REGULATION IN YOUR STATE. FINGERPRINTS ARE
it T 3 TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO FBI IDENTIFICATION DIVISION. FORWARD IMMEDI-

YES ATELY FOR MOST EFFECTIVE SERVICE.
PHOTO AVAILABLE? . D 1 . FINGERPRINTS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED BY ARRESTING AGENCY ONLY (MULTIPLE
HAY 28 g, PRINTS ON SAME CHARGE SHOULD NOT BE SUBMITTED BY OTHER AGENCIES SUCH AS
JAILS, RECEIVING AGENCIES ETC.) REQUESTS COPIES OF FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORD

FOR ALL OTHER INTERESTED AGENCIES IN BLOCK BELOW. GIVE COMPLETE MAILING
IF ARREST FINGERPRINTS SENT FBI PREVIOUSLY ANK FBI NO. uNKP{QWN i ity .

FURNlSH ARREST NO. DATE Nl TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION. .

Ad 419 5 5RE, ‘i ] 4 NOTEAMPUTATIONS IN PROPER FINGER BLOCKS,
STATUTE CITATION (see INSTRUCTIONS NO-9) CIT . LIST FINAL DISPOSITION IN BLOCK ON FRONT suo:i.cl;:;or NOW AVAILABLE, suex;r
LATER ON FBI FORM R.84 FOR COMPLETION OF IF EINAL DISPOSITION NOT _

nom g w l% T’B I‘ﬁ _ AVAILABLE SHOW PRE-TRIAL OR ARRESTING AGENCY DISPOSITION e.g.. RELEASED.

NO FORMAL CHARGE, BAIL, TURNED OVER TO, IN THE ARREST DISPOSITION BLOCK

2. 35({ ’097 L& I i PROVIDED ON THIS SIDE.

MAKE CERTAIN ALL IMPRESSIONS ARE LEGIBLE, FULLY ROLLED AND CLASSIFIABLE.

3. %ng D _7 % q / CAUTION - CHECK BOX ON FRONT IF CAUTION STATEMENT INDICATED. BASIS FOR

CAUTION (ICO) MUST GIVE REASON FOR CAUTION, e.g.. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
ARREST DISPOSITION (SEE INSTRUCTION NO. 5) ADN SUICIDAL, ETC.
. 5 4 8. MISCELLANEOUS NUMBER (MNU) - SHOULD INCLUDE SUCH NUMBERS AS MILITARY
SERVICE, PASSPORT AND’OR VETERANS ADMINISTRATION (IDENTIFY TYPE OF NUM.
BER.)
. PROVIDE STATUTE CITATION, IDENTIFYING SPECIFIC STATUTE (example - PL for PENAL
EMPLOYER: (FU.S. GOVERNMENT. INDICATE SPECIFIC AGENCY, k LAW) AND CRIMINAL CODE CITATION INCLUDING ANY SUB-SECTIONS.
IFMILITARY. LIST BRANCH OF SERVICE AND SERIAL NO 3 . ALL INFORMATION REQUESTED IS ESSENTIAL.
: PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 (P.L. 93-579) REQUIRES THAT FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL
AGENCIES INFORM INDIVIDUALS WHOSE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER IS REQUESTED
- - WHETHER SUCH DISCLOSURE IS MANDATORY OR VOLUNTARY, BASIS OF AUTHORITY
* OCCUPATION FOR SUCH SOLICITATION, AND USES WHICH WILL BE MADE OF IT.

_E[OREPLY DESIRED? YES

(S-01-€ "A3W) 1924

/6 &
ANIHdHIONI4A LNILYT

= fopy AW

Seo

17288
NOILO3S

RESIDENCE OF PERSON FINGERPRINTED 5 cgl Q‘D
RIVERBEND MAXIMUM SECURITY INSTITUHION ' CPIREPLY WiLL BE SENTIN ALL SUBJEC TO BE WANTED)

: [ IF COLLECT WIRE OR COLLECT TELEPHONE REPLY DESIRED,
. 7475 COCKRitL BEND IND. ROAD " INDICATE HERE: (WIRE SENT ON ALL UNKNOWN DECEASED)

ww 4 WIRE REPLY TELEPHONE REPLY TELEPHONE NO. AND AREA CODE
| SCARS, MARKS, TATTOOS, AND AMPUTAHON{;/ I D , D

D
e D COPY TO: NAME  ORLNUMBER AND ADDRESS
SCAR-RIGHT HAND. Oft NUMBER

BASIS FOR CAUTION ICO

DATE OF OFFENSE DOO SKIN TONE SKN

MISC. NO MNU

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION LEAVE BLANK ‘ g u\\
W)

¥

' % U.S.G.P.O. 1990-262-201/20080
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