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The groul!lld l~v~l p1r~mi~ei~ imi the area were immediately 
searched 9 however, nothirng w:a~ r~v~aleid or noted connected 
to thi~ investigation. He al~o advi~~d that in a matter of 
a few minutes the area wa/Si swarmiing "With officers who sealed 
off the area in a effo~t to apprehel!lld the individual responsi­
ble for ~hooting Doctor KINGG He ~eiterated that he is 
positive if anyone had been aicl"o~~ the street from the 
Lorraine Motel in the a~ea behind the ~coming house in the 
400 block of s. Main Street 9 h~ would have been able to 
ob~erve the individual~ footp~int~, howev~r, none were note~, 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 16, 1968 

CHARLES ELVIN STONE., 584 Orchard Drive, Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Number Two Engine House, 
Memphis Fire Department; 474 South Main Street. STONE advised 
that he is a member of the Memphis Fi re Department» and has been 
in this employment for the past three years. He stated that he was 
on duty at the Firehouse on /\pril 4, 1968 1 and was a witness 
to the shooting of DR. MAR1'.tN UJTHER KING, He stated that at 
approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date, he was in the rear locker 
room of the Fire Department, and was looking out the back 
window across the street to the motel where DR, KING was staying. 
He advised that DR. KING was standing on the balcony outside 
of his hotel roomt and was talking to another individual below 
the balcony, STONE stated that there was another man standing to 
the right of DR. KING, and a number of other individuals located 
in the courtyard directly below the hotel room of DR. KING. 

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual 
below him, a shot rang out, and DR. KING fell over backwards. 
STONE stated that he was stunned for a few seconds, and after 
realizing wha.t had happened, ran inside to the center of the 
firehouse i and told both the other firemen and the police 
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that DR. KING 
had been shot. At first the officers thought that STONE was 
joking~ but one of the other firem.en came rushing in saying the 
same thing, At that instance, all of the police officers 
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area 
in which the shooting occurred. STONE stated that at approximately 
ten seconds later 1 he went out the side door of the .Fire Department, 
and proceeded towards Mulberry Street, the street on which 
DR, KING~s motel was located. STONE stated there was mass 
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had 
happened, and the only ones he saw on the street at that time 
were the police officers who were converging on the area. STONE 
stated that he djd not notice any white man in the area 
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual 
wearing a white hood, STONE ~tated that after a few minutes, 
he walked to the front of the Firehouse, but stated that he did 
not observe any white Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity. 
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STONE also advised that he did not notice a Mustang of 

that type near the Pirehouse at any time during that day. 

STONE stated that with h.im. in the locker room at the 
time of the shooting were Lieutenant LOENNEKE and Fireman KING, 
both members of the 'Fil"e Department, and a Negro police 
officer, Officer RICHMOND. STONE stated that all of these 
individuals were watching the hotel room at the time DR, KING 
was shot, and all saw the actual shooting. STONE stated that 
from the sound of the shot, he t bought it came from the parking 
lot located north of the Fire Department, but that it could 
have been slightly further north. 

STONE advised that he was unable to furnish any positive 
information concerning the individual who fired the shot killing 
DR. KING. 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April J5, 1968 

Mr. GEORGE W. L0EN1'1EK£ 1 1390 Smythe, Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Memphis Police Department, 
and furnished the following information: 

LOENNEKE __ stated that he is a Lieutenant at the 
Memphis Fire Department, aTTd is regularly assigned to Fire 
Station Number 2, located at 474 South Main Street. He advised 
that he was on duty at this location on April 4, 1968. LOENNEKE 
stated that at approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date he was 
standing, looking through a peephole in a newspaper, which 
had been placed over the window on the rear door of the fire 
station. He stated that he was in the locker room at the 
rear of the station, and with him was a Segre police officer, 
Officer RICHMOND, and another fi_reman named WILLIAM KING. 

LOENNEKE went on to state that as he approached his 
locker i which was to the right of the window, Officer RICHMOND 
called him and said, 'TIR. KJNG 1s fixing to leave his hotel 
room." LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to 
let him look at KING, as L0ENNEKE had not seen DR. KING for 
approximately two years. While t.OENNEKE was looking through the 
peephole of the window 3 he saw DR. KI~G standing and leaning 
against the rail, looking down to the parking lot, saying 
something to another Negro male. Individuals by the name of 
BABY JESUS and Reverend BEVEL were standing to the extreme right 
of DR. KING. LOENNEKE stated th.at as DR. KING turned slowly to 
his left to say something to the individual below was when the 
shot was fired. LOENNEKE advised that it appeared to him as 
though DR. KING was looking at something or someone that fired 
the shot. LOENNEKE i.mmediatel y turned to Police Officer RICHMOND, 
and stated, "DR. KING has been shot." He stated that Officer 
RICHMOND went in a state of shock at the sound of this news, 
and did not take any im..mediate action. 

LOENNEJ~E sUtlt1d that he then ran through the apparatus 
floor, telling other police officers that DR. KING had been shot. 
He then went through the l u ~h'.kt·oc~J of the engine house telling 
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the officers in that location that DR. KING had been shot. 
All police officers, upon hearing the news that DR. KING had 
been shot, immediately rushed out the door and proceeded in 
all directions in order to surround the motel .in which 
DR. KING was staying. 

LOENNEKE further advisedl that after he informed the 
police officers that DR. KING had. been shot, he went out the 
front door of the station onto Main Street, but did not 
observe anyone rurrning on Main Street or any pedestrian traffic 
whatsoever. In addition, he stated that he did not see a white 
Mustang on Main Street after the shooting nor did he hear the 
sound of an autom.obi le leaving in a horried manner • 

. LOENNl~KE stated that while he was looking through the 
peephole, both before a,nd immediately after DR. KING had been 
shot, he did not see any person on Mulberry Street wearing a 
light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it. He stated 
that just prior to the time DR. KING was shot, two Negro females 
were standing on the second floor balcony, a short distance from 
DR. KING. LOENNEKE advised that at the time DR. KING was shot, 
these women started hollering in excitement, and appeared to be 
in a state of shock. He stated that both women, after realizing 
what had happened, then began to attempt to administer help 
to DR. KING. He also advised that there was a white man, without 
a suitcoat and wearing bla.c:k horn-rimmed glasses, who approached 
the body of DR. KING, and then left to obtain more towels, which 
were being used to stop the blood coming from DR. KING's body, 
LOENNEKE stated that he had seen this white man previously that 
date with DR. KING, and assumed th.at he was in DR. KING's party. 
Approximately thirty seconds after' the shot had been fired, 
a Negro male appeared on the balcony, and started taking 
photographs of DR. KJNG 1 s body. LOENNEKE thought this odd at 
the time because the .individual made no attempt to assist 
DR. KING, but was more concerned with the taking of the pictures, 

LOENNEKE further stated that at the time the shot was 
fired 1 he saw only one man in the courtyard or parking lot 
beneath DR. KING's balcony, and this man he assumed was 
DR. KING's personal chauffeur. 

LOENNEKE advised that to the best of his knowledge, the 
shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and 
from a position which could not be seen from the window from which 
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he was observing DR. KISG. He stated that at no time did he 
see a white male running from the area. 1 and could furnish no 
positive inform.aticm cnnce·r·ning a possible suspect in this murder. 

LOENNEKE advised that; he was unable to furnish any 
additional information at this time. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4..c_./_1_5.;_/6_8 _____ _ 
1 

Patrolman BA~NE~ Go UTI~~T, ~emphis Police 
Department, home add~e~~ 4~64 Du~irn St~~~t, Memphis, Tennessee, 
advised as follows: 

On April 4, 1~68p ~~ ~a~ a~signed to a Tact Unit 
which is an emergency uirni t. 'Jl"lhla t u1ndl. t consists of 3 auto­
mobiles with four police office~~ iirn each automobile. 
The automobiles consist~d of both Memphis Police Officers 
and Shelby County Sheriff's Offi~~ Deputies. During the 
day of April 4, 1968, the m~mber~ of that emergency squad 
did change cars from timif!I to tilll'lll{JI lft;•D that at different times 
during the day he, him11Hdf, 'S!las ir.ivl~ . .:_ng with different 
police officers. They were doiirng this so that the members 
of the Shelby County Sheriff's Offi~e did not feel that the 
Memphis Police Departme~t did not want to work with them. 
Shortly before 6:00 PM, April 4 9 1968, the 3 cars making up 
the emergency squad or Ta~t Unit parked in the driveway 
of the fire station at Main and E. Butler Streets. That fire 
station is located south of th~ ~ooming house from which 
the shot which killed JC»,r,xc.;t'l:,o:!l" MAR.'FICN LU'Jl'HER KING, JR., was 
believed to be fired. A f®n~ed in parking lot is located 
between the fire station and that building. The 3 vehicles 
making up the emergency squa~ were parked facing Main 
Street. Two of the vehi~le~ w®~~ ~ide by side, and the 
third vehicle was directly b~~ind one of the 2 cars which 
faced onto Main Str~et. 

He was sitti~g in th~ lounge of the fire station 
at Main and E. Butler St~e~t~ sh~rtly before 6:00 PM 
reading a newspaper when h~ h~a~d rattling of the plate 
glass window behind him. The loung~ area of that fire 
station is on the south si~® of the building. He does not 
recall hearing any shot but ol!llly th~ rattling of the plate 
glass window, and imm~diat~ly th~~eafter the other members 
in his emergency squad b~ga~ ~unning out of the north side 
of the fire station buildi~g. Ee ran out after thea and 
on the outside of the building h~ 'S!las surprised to find 
that the other members of his eme~g®n~y squad were running 

94 

4/13/68 at Memphi~,, 'lr'®lll.\).ffi®~~~® 

SA VINCENT H. LAUDS 

File # ME 44-1987 

by __ S_A_J_O_E_'I_._P_B_I_L_L_I_P_S __ J_WP_._/_b_b_~ _____ 0 ate dictated _4...:.../_1_3...:.../_6_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor cone! us ions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

towal.l"td their em~rgel!ll<ey vieii'!llrcli&:ai. lH1\8 l!"allll to Mulberry Street, 
biut (ti1.~ not icrosi.s, Mulbreiriry si.J.r"c6fl'\l. as tlllewe is a hfl.gh re­
itain1irug wall at Mulbsirry Sit:ir~eit. As lhle ar:rrived at Mulberry 
Sit:r'81eic, otlllell" mmembcell"~ of !11is illi:iwei.1tgeimi~Y .~quu:11 had gon<e beyond 
th® ireta11lll1ng \'Nall, ha~ t:Jr-o,'!Uli\S'(d ~ulbiell"n:"Y Street, and were 
:at the uoir:iraine Motel. "fhey w~ll."C <e~l .11.lLirug out that Doctor 
MlAR.'lt''RlN/ lLtnrlHIER K XNIG'r had bei£1Jirn shot all'lldl ii.In\\~ snot \'fa& believed 
to have coma from an apal!"tt.mieimitt or· ir'oomimig lllouss north of the 
fire 8tation, Me 1th~~ ~an back to the ~mergency vehicle 

.\Wlhiich he had previou~ly bre~IIll aa,.sign~d 1to parked in the fire 
~1tation ~riveway facing Main Str~e1t 0 and as he got into 
11:hait vehicele, Patll"olmaim E. E. lIXJtmLA'S also got into the 
Ulllliit with him, and Patrolman DOUG~AS immediately ·began 
putting out a ira(l'J!io b:iroad(;asil.: thait. WLUt°i!'lN LUTHER KING 
had bseirn alllot. 

He d<0es not recall ~0~1ng any officcer near Canipe'• 
Amu~ement Center, 424 Mai~ Stre~tp at the time be and Patrolman 
DOUIGJLAS got illllto tlmeilt" ~1iu•1.rr·gel!ll«::Y Ull'lli it.. Afteir Pat:irolman 
lOOU«lrLAS :iradioed the IJl'ie,~:siage itlllla t Knm had been shot p they 
1tlhlsn drove the ill" em8l.fg\r,'!;l!ll(CY uim.ll.t out ol!1lto Main Street, but 
instsa<d of 1tu:ll"ning llM>ir·ith 1lo'l!Wa1nd! it.he building where the a hot 
whi~h hi 1t Doctor Kl]lf'1.'i\ wan beiliev(B.>id 1to have been fired, 
they tu.ll"ned south Ollll Ma:ll.llll Sitlf"(l?JeJt, ccil!"cled arouimd the fire station 
tthelt'e O and drove onto M!ulbe1tll"Y Stt..ir,eeil. and in fll"ont of the 
Lo:it:raillllS Motel. t'h~y stoppf.Sd mol!fflleillllta1r:ily ilIII front of the 
Lo~~aine Motel OlIII Mulber1ry St~~~t and the~ p~oceeded on 
down Mtulbe:irlt"y Street to the l!ll.<0xt t.t,1trielSlt which is Huling 
c\vei!lllue~ aind they wieinit 1'l!7iei,~it O!lll lHtuling .Aveiirnuei and alt°ound to 
Main Sit~eet where th~y park~d t~®i~ ~m~~g~ncy unit in front 
of the building iim Wi1hi<eh the: ,i3ihloit \iwh1ccllll hit KING wae 
beilievieid to have beeiim .t iwed. He; auud P-atirolman DOUGLAS got 
out of that emergeirncy unit a~d took a po~ition acc~oss the 
!it1tfeliei'\t f!'om ithat buil<dli!!llg on :MJa:ium St1r,ee1t to wail:cch for> any 
suspe(C;t& -who might ieoll!ll~ out of ithit!i building. He estimated 
itllurit 1 it took he Ull.d Paitlr'olllftallll :OOUCit..AiS .fir>oil1111 2 to 3 minutes 
:from the itillmle lDocitoll." KI'.NG, 11Wa:!".f, shot l!Jl~itil 1th~y m.ade that 
<Circle arouim<d ith<e bl(OI\Ck alli\(d] CC:M'iUiEl bl.a.tt;k it.o il:heiw position in 
frol?ll'U: of the bu:U.dl:ii.mg on Main S1t.tr·~et. 

He wias d:ireeS\{td/ :ll.l!1l <i:ila1r'lk: blu~ itlt'OIU!!\Slr'S p a royal blue 
ff,hirrit, a ~all"k blue ih.~, Rlil.id a b.hl)eJ Sit,~~1 h<e,lmet. He doe,e 
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lillOil. Jl"ei(t;alLli arnyo1ru,0, 11:m \: .. ,n,,J H11,.-t'ii ;,~:-L:JJ m~~::1:,st lb;,';\; 1r:Jc,l1,l'.!,(t:r'1ihi<ei~ as 
\'W/(\:1:Blll''itrllg :a Jd.gMt <Coll;crr1•,1J'. •;pJP.r., ·, ¥,-31.~ini'P'nt ~ iO•ll' \,v•i~it:!f:hug any'\tltlill'llg 
11,~lrui ~ h mi gh it i!"f:!t,,f\'lm ~ 11 ·P-· ~. 1t;:rv,1 , ,tJ: o ilI 1~ 1dk,,rB :,. 1_rt(.()11L JT' '~!.::: al Jl a i:rn y off i C6ll"S 
1ll'll &ll1lY, of ':thle! po'Sl:litt.Juo,,.ri'' :11i,:,,ilii': ,~;,u~ :"1iin€'J'}1it, .:,:.ru Jfwo11111t of itllllait 
bllJl!l.t.dl1img iruro1titltn ,of llh"'' JI .le ,r; :,:,it, 1,il. 111,,,n, ,~witU(("II'I/'.'' :tu®J htei](ct; a pot91iit::ll.on 
a.if'lt<air ith-e ,.,fn,c.,oil:iUn:,g,. ·.ir,~· ,<fr.;),,.,, .11,:;,l f,r',( a:}~- Pa1l.1rol1mi:a.n OOLLARH.i"ll"E 
Oil" lll11lY ot,lhi,~1!" o.f .t .iJA'!l1" 1r,\~l>hlt1 ~ 1111:,1; p~J:,\t IG 0 f; 0 ~ i X,iL\l,m'e>,,_., ll'!liOllll!l8!'l!.tS after 
1-Lhe R1hoo 1lti1.mg. H/((• <t}C0,1' ~. 11,r.,i', ,i '<, -d ~ :,(1'/\<,t.JflJg- ;a1J11)/' off1CCIS:f' ll11.ear 
Ca111i:ip<Blv,1:.t, All1JIIUi!i>lt?imf=JIJUit ,·:c,tr1it~'·u·~ •ls'.~--it i111u;r1 .i.stir,~1,,tt, 0 l:Jffllll!ri<ediatdy after 
1tltne slh\ooiU1.t11.g. Sl!u11,c.:t-1; :ri1il'' atnJ11" 1t1t1,'" (e,1.il:11,,,it !)N,-e,lt1llpftli:li.s. )Police Officers 
~re,tr(ei .1urut<e:!r"(Cha1-mg:r..1.n;~ ;c:;i:iTli ,Ht11:i1 w'}"l!',• 1 ~;-,.,,.•i tf,thl11rni 10.ff to lI"ide 
ww:~1th mlSlJnb~'lt"8: o.f iUl'l,'!J! S~lt{d fD1y '.C«_),,1,h11ii Y, '''.he,r.& Lil 11

'!1, Of !:!L<e<e Deputies 
lirn theii:w :3 em~1l"8,'(€'1mircy w~,ltl!1.c,,u~:;:, 9 Utd': 10111.ily pie:ir,.~)on~ !me can :lr'ecall 
a:s, be:ll.llllg illll 1Urn~ ce•1Jr:Jif.l:1r')l!';1.,,:,t.'-' ~ \/P,1r.11,1;H:1 

~ 11 1n11i;c;h: lrnili ~ia~ asieignsd to 
at 1the 'tL.Jl.m,e o! U1\re-, is.lm,01{))\l,1,111,~r w1•.•,1;-'() f'alt11"ol!!JJ',a1rn E. E. DOUIG',LAS 
and JL.fliel!J.i\;(S'!!llalr!li.t ,L ro (,~\O".'',:lf~.F'i'1 • 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 15, 1968 

WIJ 1 VM BISHOP KING, 1776 West Lloyd Circle, Memphis, 
Tennessee. was int erv iewe"d f1 t 1. he Cent rill Pol ice Headquarters, 
and furnished the following 1nf01mation: 

KING advised ht.~ \\as reguiarly as.signed tn 
Number 2 Fire Station, ~fain and BuUE'T.1 '(:mphis, and that on 
~pril 4 1 1968 1 he had reported to work l 7:00 a.m. 1 and was 
to work until 7:00 a,nL, l,pril 5, 1968 .. Hr· advised that during 
this work shift, tv.,10 officers of the ~.:;:,rnptiis police force had 
been on location tr th.e fire station co,durtir<.{ a surveillance 
of the KING party from a d.oca· to the re,n i0)f the fire station. 

rnNc: stated that he occ~sional ly looked through holes 
torn in a newspaper which was being used to cover the rear 
door and tu cover the surveilling officers during this period. 

KING stated that he had been ~t the window observing for 
approximately ten minutes at the time DR. KING was shot. He 
advised that during this five or teo minute period that he 
observed, DR. KING c ,,:me out of hi'-, motel room 1 and stood 
on the balcony for approximately three minutes prior to the 
time he was shot. He stated that an individual was standing 
on the balcony with DR. Kl~G, and that DR KING appeared to be 
taaikinp- to someone in the courtyard. J.,t this time, KING heard whar 
:","Jn1r~d.ed. to be a shot, and he no ced DH" KJNG fal 1 on the balcony. 
~ING advised that he thought that it ~as a rifle shot because the 
snund had a zinging tone to it. rm.m,ed.iately DR. KING fell, 
confusion broke out in the motel, Kf'.\iG advised that he kept his 
eyes on the balcony, and did not actually look around the area 1 

and that he, him ... self, was in a stur>nt1d state. At this time; 
someone else in the ftrehouse made the statement, "tet me sE:ei ·• 
and he, KING., moved away from the door, and this person moved 
to the door. K!~G could not identify this person 1 and advised 
that he moved back into the firehouse pnJper, 

.!UNG stated that at the time he wa?. observing the 
1notel, that a Negro officer, a CHARtES r:TONE, and l,ieutenant LOENNEKE 
were also at the window. He stated that he could furnish no further 
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names of inclividttt~is ,\·ho "" i.gtr pnss 1 h1 y hnvp hef:-m obsel'.'ving 
the mi,0,te'L at the t 1'1!t! DR. ~-'.1\G v,aH :,;,r,c.1t. 

Kl~G ,,H!vt~f:d th.at':·,.-• thmH:'~t ?1 ':',h,}t c.,1i.1.11e from his left, 
aind that at the t1m<:' he he,11•,.i the ~,,J11J,t 1 th,1,.t KING ft.111 approximately 
the sam.e inHtant : i-wwever, I( I \ir, s Ld f.'d hf• could not see any 
buildings to the i.ef.r of •1.he,e "1r •--a~; stanu.1::g nor could he see 
t. he open lot to the }fJJ t i:, t u,e f il·eb,:.iuse. KING adv.ised that he 
did Pot see ariyonP nut:'H•:,r thf' h 1..11 d.i,1,g, f-»fher than those persor.1s 
l.n the KTNC:.r (;'1'tH1p 1 prHH' t,:i UF'• i5h•>lt. He also advised that 
fol lo,,11 Lng the shot 1 he did P(1 t s~~f• any poUcem.:an or any other 
indtvtdual in the str~et bef0r0 he m~ved away from the window. 

KISG advised th,tt h.c c,;qc!d ~.:.it identify Hny other 
per·sl1;>ns whom he had S€'f-H1 ,,m the b11 '.1_rJ)•tW E:i thr•·r prior to en· 
following the .shooting of DH, Kl'.\G ~{H ltc wa,~, not familiar with 
these individuals by n,rnV''. H1• d,H,.,; r•i:srn,,~ S£!t•ing a Negro woman 
in the doorway of the µ11ot('4 l'1H'1r, two d:onrF. d.nwo from the t·oom. 
of DR. KING 11,'1'.Jf1'2diatelv 011n·~· t\'u' ._,~,.,,f1Pv.. He also recalled 
rhat the Jnd1v1dual standing hv nn. Kl~G at the time of the 
~:hot was crav,;,lirg: an.H1JHJ t;,111 th!:.· b,1:,,:A,ny ,tttempting to a.id 
DR. KTNG. He advised thrH h1.:, vH•v, ,.us r(•stricted to either 
stde, and that because of the wanner in whtch the holes were placed 
in the news pa pet", he c'oul 1il o t' r. v S('•P s t.ra i ght a hea.d to the motel. 

KING c:ou1d funush JC10 .fut·tlw1' lnfnr.mation concerning 
individuals who might have b1.;'1."n in or around the motel at 
the t.ime of the shootJ:ng, .am~ nJ1dd furnish no informat:lon 
,,oncc1rning any autonMi•hilLE~s 'Htt!'.'dd(• thf' fi!'fJ station ns he had 
not gone out of the qtatior: 1mrri,cchatfJ\y foUo,wing the shooting. 
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l 
Date _4_/_1_5_!_;6_8 __ 

P ait'!'i:o l:l!l\\a,.m W P,!L FA•'-' r. rr~T):JISS 1 :t~.(/]illnplras, Po Jl 1.c1(!> !Depall."tment, 
lnilDl\'lft\lB! :a«:lld!r<e:B>SJ 4128 'li\Uli.l1~.t licf'nr., !ij~•:,,,,,pltl1i:ry; ~ adv1i¥ll<e:d :a~ fo.ll.lows: 

01rn ,l\pr .d 4 1 1968 ~ !J11re \~aR, .iti"!i~.ilgl.!1\,~<dl to oimce of 3 
emewgency Ul.!1\At~ which mak~ up what 1~ called a Tact Unit for 
,co1rttt1J'<Cli]. Ji.:1Jl1lil;' airny <dl.H1i'lturr·barrllic<e:•n, 1'li"lirnJc.clm :m.llglhlit oct:«:IUr .turu Memphis. 
"T!nrn,:r.,~ J :eooe1tgr0JIJ1\CY u1_r1u. tt:1:1, ar"f'! m•ilird]rr1 'iJJp oi 4 mieJl!ll~ ea~h of both 
M~mpbi~ Poli«::te; Officceiir'~ a11i1idl, TI)c("pDJti'lc:'.i of ithteJ Shalby Cou,mty 
Shewtff"a Office. During th~ ~ay of April 4~ 1968, the men 
;'1\BJt11igilll~d ito ith(Q)~~ urrU."\t&i, <(;IJuumg:reHdi fitom oll11~ «:;:aw 1to thle other. 
Foif' ithait 1t'iea~ol11.l, ~<e ldiOOi§i in.lot 1rl!;!lCal 1 '&'ho ,;was in itbe iemergency 
vcen1clc ,'ll'l:iitlhl him cdlu1t'i1rug itlrn~) 1laitc~ af'1li1;•1,r>1ruoo1m of Ap:it:lLl 4 1 1968, 
except P~trolman BCLL DU FOUR (phometic). 

Shortly b®fOir'~ 6 :00 Pi,{' ,:4pw:U 4 9 1968' the 3 
iem®lf'g~1Ill<e:Y umdLt,11 pa1tkreicd at il.l!ll© ii.l!"'L;J ~'ttation at Main and 
E. Butl~~ St~eet5r Memp~i~~ ~o that th~y might take a rest 
blf~ak. Sil!lllCISl lhliai wif~ ha<dl ju..~'(t; goit,'\t(J;)!ll ouit of the bosipital, 
lhl:ei W©illlit to ithie> 'fteleplh\oiill~ iiffi ilhl~ f:!w~ ~itatiol!ll to call and see 
Jtuo,,w1 ~he wa~ f~el:ing Q a,e; th~ 0U11~lr' m~!!1l were takillllg their west 
b1t,~ak. That fire a.tatioll1l is Jlo~ait(ffd s.,ouith of a building 
Olli! Mailfll Street ilnl wlbJ.iicill a ~bot i'117hi<e:Jtl killed ]Doctor KING is 
bi?l.ievi0d to h:ave b~iell'll fu~©Jdl. Belit\W/(!)l~1_m the fill"e station and 
itncat buil«:ll:JUmg is a .feJ:rnit:oo iIDl p:a.n"kiiffig .llroit w:i.th a gate iltll front~ 

A,s ltll.<e> \'lWati ltalki1T11g with his w:if e, he eaw '(tb(;I other 
m~:;;,ru .li.Jnt lhdi..~ eme>il!"ge1111cy u!!Tliil b~gan irumm.tin:qg Ollllil: of the fire 
a.,'\taitlollll. He aoEI~ not 1!"~({;:alJL h~air.i111lg allllY ~lllloit, but he knew 
~om~ith:11.l\'llg was w.iromig all'lld Jh:(!), ur.m\C:cd1ait~ly told his wife hehad 
1to l~av® and woul(dl call h~ll" la1tlfl)Jr. He lt"an 01U1t of ithe fire 
f)j'itatt10llll afil.~lt' Ul!S othe:il:' ffl,(:Jn ai.ffi<d! itllJ1:"IJ1lCOJd ea~t OlllllCS outf!!ide the 

f 1:ir-e: (➔,'\ta1t1oim, alilldl he Jl"aJrll ttowawd Mulb1ce:ir,Jr'y StJ!"set al!lld the Lorraine 
Motelo Sillllce a h1gb reta1lllling wall 1ft located at Mulberry 
Sit:rrl~~t, he lrll~V~lf ~r'o,s..~,teicdl 1ih,ail; :l!v~it;aillllill1lg wall o.ir Mulberry 
.Sitlt''tec&it;, bu1t whellll he a1nr 1 w~d at that point .eome of the other 
poli(';e off i~e:ira who h:ad ieirori-,,-3:~cd Mulhi<e-:!r'lt"Y airacd! who were at the 
Lowlra!n<e Mot1el ca!l<eJd ,o,\Uit itha1.L 1Docc1.Lor KllN'IGt had been ehot and 
ittuJ,y bieih.evecd ithe ~boil: h:si.ccti i:c:om«ii f1rom 1tJll~ buila:Un.g north of 
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: :,,'° Lu-~-" 5
1
~J\'tiotL He tr:11.,l t,:11,:k Uti •. ,;:r lna,t P-~-i:H,ca.:gew~y 

1,,
1
,' 1cJ1J 1s be;it-weien Y.hQ3 f 1 ne t? 'l 1. u ti.>11, a.nd Jern1,ced in 

,
1C>:t ,J,JS( Jn»rtn oi 1tM?, I.Lti:"' 'Sl1l.1'1Jf1 ,'O '!--1,lt,1 S'tt'tN3'ito When 

.",C· ,:J\ic'}"lV-1)d :at M::a1in Stt"t:•{')'..[v :h,,,j It' 3.i'.::: .. tr,~_•·:·e W+l-f'e.· 2 Memphis 
,~.Jill'<'il::' Off:1 1Cte.l(''S iilnd .al~,I()) J\ Dep>s.ltl'ji' s. ''11'.l!'f ~~l('if'1&.dy Olrll Millin 
S:J'.f'P·(c .urn tin:mt of iln.::~ trn:1.1cu.n~. ·w1r-,:t,,i,'.:: t:.~.,:\' :ij/1.!QJ\L w:ai.s believed 
:rn l,sll\\7f'• been iir·ed frt'·rn) b~1)w,1~iv.,:t" :11,,-, i(.,11.n:nr~)dL 1dent.tfy either 
n,f H,o;;,(e 3 offlC:rt:f't':io Ht itook Up ,~I p 1U1 '.'lltLi.oirr l.n front of 
tunp1: :\muscemient Ceni~r- at 424 s. 'lt~Hii Str'~\l'.~tn ~cemphis. He 
:~i-::t11~.ny stood om M:u.n St1·11·"·'it .u~ tnont of ·nut doorwcay. 
\ttier he took up 1h:1-s po¥ii'1.::i,~;,J 9 r,:.t: n 1\:e.a..tLs St-H:·1ng :a satclnel 
1.n1d 3. r·.ifle 1.n !thle door·111-,;i\y u11 ftor,, ot tu.rn. ''lr'1hiose items 
w~•h"' lying 0111 wirn:ail. ;app•.\.':ll.Y'("d :to tm :i, gr1~0·ti. ptn,-rA., of cloth 
m:lhH'.ll.i Whlch. :app,eairr·d to b.- ;;t 'l:1l'Htk11,t 01!" bt;;dspread. He 
d.ld not 1touch ,'alray of n.~ll1! m:l!iLPfl~± . .1,, WCH' did r1,1,'.:! go neuir it, 
t,ut h~:, d.1d w:atcln .lit trC'l'.'11 his p,O'j_t1:100, 

Stmr'tly :a.C~r·t· \h:c:· ·ot,;k up :'l'--~ Fi0S111on 9 whiit:h was 
w H .!\ 1 n 2 -Ot' 3 mu·~·,\J'.l,r-,·s ,;,. ht"-~ r hin re-c1'· ·.vrd 1: ,rr,l• report 1th.at Doctor 
KIS( .. h:ad been :sin.oc, !tu:, rt•:m:ti.111,d :a.it i'h,,o1·'i spolr until tine in-
~~st1gat1on was complet~d. lmm~J1ately ifter ha took his 
potnt.1011~ 2 othet'' m,emb!'""S of tho {':mtH'~Q:rt,cy squ~d cillme to the 
pu·k1ng lot,, whi«::.h Wcl!:5 be1Wf.'(>;•n U,e r:.:n.lld.1ng in wlhlich he was 
~.~-t~n sit::a.nding :and the t u·,r, ..,~:!.Xic1rc. T.hn,se off:1cers went into 
U):11'.'L prarku1g lot al!lld si,:D11'i h1,ed .1 t ~ l"l,Ot{l,uf.lmly for anyone who 
~Y11ghtt.; be~ h1d1ng· ther·tnin~ tth;ludin:i!: :;\ •~h.1mp 'Of bushes lo«::81ted 
at Uie b:;lck of the p:ark.1ng: lo:t r~tt; lh:e f((\\Lru.!U.ng Wl>tl l. After 
lh.<t''I fo11md Jrtilj) one n1d:u1ig .in ~J1,,:i.it ~U-:€:a,> ih~y (ca\me ouitv locked 
:: ~~e g,;,te on tne parking ltH 9 td1,d t::w 'l. meJ:ll ~tood there to 
€:JJ.LH·'d tb.:ad: ~~ca tei. 

Attar he had stood ~l his pus1t1on tor a short 
timer c:-\\rt :Ulld:ividu;al" who :;,pp,::u~,r:1 l\.~y w:rn~ t:n,e- ro;p~.t'&ltoir of 
L-uu pe /\mu.sre:m,ent Ce·n te r 1, l(',.Dne m.1, 'l J1.nd 1riiormed :tum th[at he 
ir1c11d b,ee:n ,,Hd-et·ed toi th.e \remp 1, •• 1.s Po., t~ .. e S'r:~t:1on to mak(fll ill report 

t wh.1,t Ltite iJ~:itd s,:ee:n. •k, HHlr'iir:m•l:'·d Hu11l u,d1v1du~l itil'll:ail: he 
,,01.dd fJJOt le:ave Uv:· \Ui_':a. urdi.: h1 n RO-}iS'1 t!."11d cl~:.ar'e,d it with 
h1~ supe·r:ior off1.c,~r. A.Her lJt:n, c~:~0 •.;n<0d ti with hi,s superior 
tfflcP:rr ha:, told th.e .n:d.1v.tdu;,.t •.t, f;O :hri'~ld. 'Th:at m:a.n then 
goil ltn"tl:Ci) in1.S p:tck~up 'ilnH.k !,\lf1d.i h W1,;~ f.,'.H'ked on \'i:aUi:. Strreet 
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bitBt'l!W~en 'ithi!;! buid.«l!itn1g !ht, ~~tfl, ,,,ita.:~11(ti].iffi1g I.c.ITTJ iT(Oiillit of all'ild the fire 
~ta1tiol!ll ~uni(() dlt"ov~ .~.\Way O app:all~~uic'(Uy to the police ~tation. 

GitlO~j .. '.) uc~vt;.:(<'»rd illna~ bt" ,olr)JH,i()~v\'lf~d Irn~;pe<etor M. Eo 
Z !t!'lf.i\RY 9 Mempht."-' l1 ,) l li/.!P: lfl(::pa.ir 1.l1meit'!!it Hollt.lt<e idl(f;l Squad 9 a!!lld 
an...,."..tw~ oi.t1~e:ir o.1 UH:Jl l!f.olWii(Cild~J Squa<dl 0 llllam~ unknO\'ln, oome 
to the a.ire:a all'tid collf'lctecd ith~' 8,aitch~l, rH' 1-ei ~ aimd green 
cloth matei.r-1a.ll w,1Jnic h h~ had bei~11n lS>'l.l '91.l(MHl11lg ill'll flt"ont of. He 
no l<t:;,ll they did not toucch any of it.ho.!'~,e i 1tl!:l)!flk8, but ua;ed hand­
k1BJrchief~ to pick 1t. up. ~hey pli.a~(!'l>d the rifle and the 
~attchel i.n the gree1rn ~ 101th maiteriaJl ~ t:h~n they picked up 
tlh"" gireen clLotth c0Jmta1md.!1lg the oth~it item~ and took it all 
to poliieie headqua1r1tc:r-t~. (?,F:OSS ob{i,e:ir'v~d this fl!"om a distance 
of approximately 10 1to 15 Je,e)'fl. 

On ,"1.p!'·i l 4 ~ 1968 ~ b~ wat5> ~e,ar'ill'llg dark blue trousers, 
a royal blue Rhirt, a dark blue tie, and a blue steel helmet. 
He do®s l!lloi:t r·e~;all anyrJl!il.e 1n thi'· aw~n1. who might have been 
weaw1ng aim uppeilt' ga1r-uw11nit which might. t»e def,,Cl!"ibed a~ 
WWhll te or light co 1 oJr·ed D arntd who w+>Ia~ ~eaJr ing an item of cloth­
.l Jrng whu::h might be des,ciribed a.f;, a hood. Hre does not recall 
~<P.)~iJmg Patrolman JDOI.,,l.;l,J:JJ[:t'E: m;-, ~1lllY oitheir police officer 
ruITT1.niliimg on Main StJl"e,et lfl!f;,,iv,U'' itll1_1ei u. s. F'ixtures office 
momt!';!l/1\it.S> aite!'fr' the shoot1 ~~. 

He adv i.'!HJ'd \i!Wh~Hil it he: 3 <em~•rge>ncy unit~ parked by the 
J1re station shortly befor~ 6:00 PM 9 April 4 9 1968, they parked 
.iini. the f 11!'.'e Sitati oltll dit' i veway f aic til'ng tlJ·w uni ts towarid south 
Main S1treet. Two em®r'g~Jitt(C;y umd. t~;.i; 'lier~ pall"keid side by side 
atui the thil!"d u.ni:tt 1W1a,~ pau"k@dl diii."eic:it.ly behind one of the front 
two. He ~ux'mi~ed that 1.t. the per~on who ~hot Doctor KING 
had fired the shot from the bui.lidli1:rng north of the fire 
~•t~tion on Main Street, aimd t.hat i~<dlividual had then run 
out of the building onto Ma1n Street and bad turned south on 
Main Street, the first thing tbat individual would have seen 
would have been 3 pol ic~ car~ 1.n Ullt'll dri vel!'lay of the fire 
(c1tat:ll.on. Althoiugh thlO'.'t.e' 3 11:m~t>g@nrcy police vehicles were 
unm:armed, he .feel~:~ that J<;; poi-,::~i bly what tlappened in this 
in~~tnnc((:) and that 11•,, i'l!hy Umi .f,,a.m,_p:,J<ci.t dropped the rifle, 
~a1l:chel and green c:1 oth blarnkiet Olr' bted~pr:eiad, whi~lll was in 
:t I'Olruit of the Canip~ f~muc,,~merrut CeHmit~w at 424 S. Main Street. 
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1 Date 4/6/68 

Mr. CHARLES HARDY H.URLBY, Advertising Layout 
Department, National Food Company, 1797 South Florida 
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, fumi.shed the following information: 

Mr. H.URUY said that he parked his car a little 
south of the Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, at 4:45 p.m., on April 4, 1968. He said 
that his car was facii:g in a northerly direction and was 
immediately behind a white Mustang vehicle of an unknown year, 
which was immediately in front of the Canipe Amusement Company. 
H.URLIY said he saw one white male in the Mustang car but could 
furnish no physical description of the man as it was too dark 
in the man•s car to enable him to get a good look at the man. 
Mr. HURLBY stated that he looked at the license plate of the 
Mustang.and believed it to be an Arkansas license with the 
first two letters being "AL." Mr. H.UBLBY said he could not 
be positive of the two letters "AL" on the license, but he 
believed these letters did appear on the license. 

Mr. H.ml,,EY said that he could furnish no further 
information regarding the white Mustang and its lone occupant 
as he, Mr. HURLEY, drove away at 4:48 p.m. on April 4, 1968, 
and the man was still in the car when he left. 

103 

On 4/5/68 at __ M_e_m~p_h_i_s~•~T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ____ File # Me mph is 44-198 7 

SAs STBPHIN M. DARLINGTON 
by and JOHN W. BAUBR SMD:gmh Date dictated --4~/_S_/_6_S ___ _ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
bate ____ 4_/_5_/_.68 __ _ 

PEGGY JANE HURLEY, customer services, Seabrook 
wallpaper Company, 421 South Main Street, Memphis, advised 
that at about 4:45 pom., April 4, 1968, one of the girls in 
the front showroom called to her and told her that her husband 
was waiting on the street from hero Upon hearing this she went 
to the showroom and told the girl that was not her husband's 
white Falcon but it was a white Mustang. A few minutes later 
Mrs. HURLEY stated that her hu~band did pull up in their ~bite 
Palpon and parked behind th~ white Mustang which was·park~d in 
front of Canipe' a Ann1se1',lents directly across the street. , She left 
work,croJsed the street and proceeded home with her husband. 
She said that when they arrived home they heard on the news that 
MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot at the Lorraine Hotel, and that 
the suspect had gotten away in a wh:iie Mustang. She said that she 
and her huapand began to talk about the white Mustang which was 
parked right in front of her husband's car when he picked her 
up on Main Street. She said her husband told her that he noticed 
that this Mustang had Arkansas license plates on it. He also 
said tbat he noticed a white man sitting in the Mustang. He-said 
he was .wearing what appeared to be a dark suit. Mrs. HURLEY 
stated she did remember a man sitting in the car when she left 
work, but she could not determine what kind of clothes he was 
wearing or what color hair he had. 
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I j ! 
ELIZABETH COPEIAND, customer aervic4ta, Se'abrook' ~ 

Wallpaper Company, 421 South Main Street, MemplUa,· 1adviaedl that ~f 
at about 4a45 p.m., April 4, 1968, aha aaw a white car pull up 
and park across the street. She said.that aha called to PIGGY 
HURLEY to tell he~ that herhuaband had arrived aa he usually 
did at thia time daily. When PEGGY came to the front ahowroaa 
she looked out the window and told her, ELIZABETH COPEIAJID, 
that the car aero•• the street was not her huaban4'• Fal,oDn but. wa■ a 
Mustang. She state~ she looked again at the car and saw there wa■ a 
white man with dark hair sitting in the driver•• ••at. She added 
that she believed the man was wearing a dark colored coat. Mr■• 
COPEIANI> stated Mrs. HURLEY'• husband pulled up in a few minute■ 
and then proceeded to leave with his wife. At 5120 Mra. COPILUIJ> 
stated that her husband who normally picke4 her up daily ·att-.peed 
to park aero•• the street,, but the curb waa completely filled with 
vehicles and he had to double park next to the white car which. 
she thought was a Mustang. She said when her husband arrived she 
left work, crossed the street and got in her husband'• car and 
left for hOllle. She advised ,fhen she went to get in her huaband•• 
car she noticed that there was no one sitting in the white Mustang. 
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Mrs. FRANCES B. THOMPSON, Bookkeeper, Seabrook Wall 
Paper Company, 421 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised 
that she finished work on April 4, 1968, at approximately 4:30 
p.m., and was in the company showroom at the front of the store 
waiting for her daughtero She said that at about 4:30 or 4:45 
p.m., she saw a white automobU.• drive up and park across the 
street from her in front of Canipe'• Amusement Company, 424 South 
Main Street, Mrs. THOMPSON said she thought the car belonged 
to PEGGY HURLEY's husband and that he had come to get PEGGY7 however, 
PEGGY looked and said that this car was a Mustang and that Mr. HURLEY 
would be driving a Falcon. 

Mrs. THOMPSON said that her daughter picked her up at 
approximately 4:45 p.m., and the two of them left the area. She 
said that when she left at 4:45 p.m., there was a white male 
sitting in the front seat of the white Mustang. Mrs. THOMPSON 
was unable to furnish any other information concerning this 
individual. 
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DAVID HARRISON OWENS, Credit Manager, Seabrook 
Wallpaper Company, 421 South Main Street, Memphis, advised that 
on April 4, 1968, in the afternoon, he was working in the warehouse 
at the rear of the storeo He stated that at.6:OO p.m., he went 
to leave the building in order to go home and he noticed that 
there were policemen everywhere and there was a great deal of 
noise in the street. 

He said he saw a lot of policemen in front of the doorway 
at Canipe's Amusement Company and he assumed that there had been 
a robbery at Canipe's Amusement Company. He stated that he saw 
several policemen looking down at an object which was lying on 
the sidewalk in front of the doorway at canipe's Amusement 
Company and it appeared to be a large canvas object about twelve 
inches high and five feet long. Mr. OWENS said that the object 
reminded him of a large mailbag. He said that when he went 
to leave the store with Mr. COOI<SY and Mr. HOLT, they were 
questioned by policemen, and were given permission to leave the 
area, which they did. 
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1 Date _ _.4.,.1.,_t.,..1..,..5...,./--'li6""8.-------

Mr. GEORGE ROWLAND HARDING 0 Room 3, 386½ South 
Main Street 6 advised that he is unemployed and that he is 
living at this rooming house at the present time. Mr. 
HARDING stated that on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, he went 
to Jim 1 s Grill located at 418 South Main and ordered a bowl 
of chili and a quart of beer. 

He further stated that he sat in the last booth 
with a person by the name of HAROLD PARKER who works for 
Yellow Cab. 

Mr. HARDING stated he was in the grill when a police 
officer came to the door and instructed everyone to stay in the 
grill. He said he learned later that MARTIN LUTHER KING had 
been shot. He said he feels certain he heard a shot, but did 
not realize it was a gun that was fired at that time. 

Mr. HARDING explained that he had been sleeping 
most of the day and when he awoke he was hungry. He said he 
had been drinking heavily before he went to sleep and, therefore, 
was not too alert when he walked down to Jim's Grill. He stated 
he does not recall seeing any cars on the street either being 
driven or parked and does not recall seeing any people on the 
street before he entered Jim's Grill. Mr. HARDING advised he 
cannot furnish any additional information concerning the activities 
that took place in the immediate vicinity of Jim's Grill at 
the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was shote 

109 

On 4/12/68 at Memphis, Tienneasee File# -----1f.11t:1~E~4.,.,4..,_-±l~9e8-+7----
SA Oo JAMES HOLBROOK 
SA HARLEY E. GYLFE HEGiraj 4/13/68 

by ----------------------Date dictated---------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• F'D-302 (Rov. 4•15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date ____ ..;;i4~/_.l:s5~/=68.__ 

Mr. ROBERT D. WHEELER, 908 Emery Street, M•phia, 
advised that he is employed as a driver of a lift truck for 
M. E. Carter, 415 South Front Street, Memphis. 

Mr. WHEELER advised that he got off work at 5:00 
p.m., and walked to Jim's Grill located at 418 South Main 
Street, Memphis. Re stated that prior to going to Jim'• 
Grill hPwas waitirgcnthe .:orner of South Front Street and Huling 
Street to get a riae home. Re said that when he was unable 
to get a ride he started walking dQwn the east side of South 
Main Street. Mr. WHEELER stated that when he was almost in 
front of Jim's Grill he was told by someone, probably a Memphis 
Policeman or a Deputy Sheriff, to go inside of Jim's Grill and 
stay there and then the door was locked. 

He said he was walking alone and was not aware of any 
activity in the immediate area at that time. He said acme time 
after entering Jim's Grill he learned that MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had been shot. Mro WHEELER stated he did not hear the shot and 
he did not see anyone running, walking or carrying anything in 
the immediate area. He said he does not recall any cars parked 
in the immediate area and does not recall seeing any car drive 
away while he was walking down South Main Street from the 
intersection of Huling and South Main to Jim's Grill. 

Mr. WHEELER advised he cannot furnish any additional 
information concerning any activity that took place in that· 
immediate area at .. the time MARTIN LUTHER KING, was shot. 

Mr. WHEELER said the above activity took place on 
April 4, 1968. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ ___ 4~/_l_S~/,__6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. FRANKLIN WIISON RAY, JR., 3639 Allendale Road, 
Memphis, advised he is employed aa a salesman by the Tayloe 
Paper Company, 420 South Front Street, Memphis. 

Mr. RAY advised he left work approximately 5:30 p.m., 
on April 4, 1968, and walked alone directly to Jim's Grill 
located at 418 South Main, Memphis. He stated he walked east 
on Huling Street toward South Main and when he reached the 
corner of Huling and South Main he walked diagonally across 
the street to Jim's Grill. He stated he does not recall 
walking past any cars other than STEVE CUPPLES' 1959 white 
Chevrolet which was parked across the street from Jim's Grill. 
He said he recalls there was a line of white cars parked at 
the curb near the entrance to Jim's Grill. 

He said he was not aware of any activity in the 
neighborhood and that he was playing pinball machine and shuffle­
board machine when a deputy sheriff came to the door and 
advised that no one was to leave until further notice. He 
said shortly thereafter an individual who he believed to be 
with the police department came to the door, ·requested that 
each one put their name and address on a sheet of paper 
and it was at that time he learned that MARTIN Lt11'HER KING 
had been shot. He said he does not recall looking out 
the window while playing the pinball machine and shuffleboard 
machine, but a.s soon as the deputy sheriff entered he recalls 
looking out the window and saw STEVE CUPPLES' 1959 Chevrolet 
parked across the street and JIMMY WALKER's white Fairlane 
Ford parked just south of the entrance of Jim's Grill. He 
added he also saw JOWERSu Cadillac parked directly in front 
~f the entrance of Jim 8 s Grill~ 

Mr. RAY stated he was concentrating on playing the 
pinball machine and shuffleboard machine and was not aware 
of any activity in the immediate neighborhood. He said it was 
not until sometime later that he learned MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had been shot. He stated he did not hear the shot and cannot 
furnish any information concerning the activity in the neighborhood 
such as people walking or running, cars parked or being driven or 
any othex: activity. 
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4/7/68 Date __________ _ 

1 

ROSIE LEE DABNEY, waitress, Jim's Grill, 418 South 
Main Street, Memphis, advised that on April 4, 1968, she came 
on duty at about 3:00 p.m. She stated that everything seemed 
normal up until about 6:00 p.m. when she heard that a shooting 
had occurred. She added that she saw nothing out of the 
ordinary, and could provide no further information. 
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Da~ April 15, 1968 

Mr. HAROLD E. PARKER, 1054 Meada Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, advised he is employed as a driver for Yellow Cab 
Company, 581 South Second Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. PARKER advised he got off of work at approximately 
4:00 p.m. on April 4 1 1968. He stated he left the cab he 
was driving at the gas pump at approximately 4:00 p.m., checked 
in with his day's proceedings, ;&,nd then left in his 1959 white 
four door Rambler, LicfB:nse Num.ber, Shel by County AS 6131, which is 
his personally owned auto. He stated be drove this car to the 
area of Jim's Grill, which is located at 418 South Main Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee. Mr. PARKER stated that it is his estimate 
that he arrived at approximately 4:15 to 4:20 p.m. at Jim's 
Grill. He commented that when he arrived, he drove past the 
Grill, and parked near the intersection of Huling Street and 
South Main Street. He said he does not recall what cars were 
on the street at that time, but does recall specifically that 
Mr. JOWERS' Cadillac was parked almost directly in front of 
Jim's Grill. He explained that Mr. JOWERS owns and operates 
Jim's Grill. Mr. PARKER stated he cannot recall what other 
cars were on the street or what other cars were between his 
1959 Rambler and JOWERS' white Cadillac, but believes that there 
was at least one, if not two, cars between his and JOWERS' car. 
He stated he has no idea as to the color, make, or model of the 
cars between his and JOWERS' car. 

Mr. PARKER stated he was in Jim's Grill having his 
evening meal of chili and beer. He said he was sitting in the 
last booth in the Grill with a person whose name he knows as 
GEORGE HARD.ING. He stated he does not know HARDING's occupation 
or his address, but commented that HARDING frequents Jim's Grill 
quite regularly. Mr. PARKER added there were a number of 
people in the Grill during the entire time that he was there, 
and that there were several young men playing the shuffleboard, 
ping-pong machine, and the jukebox. He said he was not aware of 
any activity outside of Jim's Grill until a Deputy Sheriff 
entered Jim's Grill sometime after 6:00 p.m., and told everyone 
in the Grill to remain there until they were advised they could leave. 
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Mr, PARKER stated he stayed in his booth the entire time, 
and did not look out the window at any time until he left. 
He said le was not aware of what occurred out in the street, 
and in the immediate area until Mr. JOWERS asked him if he had 
heard the shooting. He stated he told JOWERS he had not heard 
any shooting, and was shortly thereafter advised that MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot. He stated he definitely did not hear 
any shot fired while he wa:s in Jim's Gr :.11. 

Mr. PARKER stated he did not notice any new faces 
in Jim's Grill while he was there, but commented the only 
ind.ividual he actually knew was GEORGE HARDING, who shared the 
booth with him. He sa.id he knew there were a number of regular 
customers in Jim's Grill, and these were young men who are employed 
by the·Tayloe Paper Company, but he is completely unfamiliar 
with their names, 

Mr, PARKER stated the only car he can remember on the 
street in front of or in the immediate area of Jim's Grill 
when he entered Jim 9s Grtll was Mr, JOWERS' white Cadillac. 
He stated he cannot recall any individual or individuals either 
walking or running in the t.mmediate area of .Jim's Grill when 
he entered to have his meal. He stated he can furnish no 
information whatsoever concerning the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING on April 4, 1968, 
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Da~ Aprj] ]5, ]968 

Mr. JIMMIE RICHARD SANDE.RS, 1687 Childers Street 
(Frayser), Memphis, Tennesse~, advised he is employed at 
Wood Parts, Inc., 1590 Texas Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Mr. SANDERS stated that on the evening of April 4, 1968, he 
left his place of business at·wood Parts, Inc. at approximately 
4:00 p.m., and took a bus to t'.0 Aruade Restaurant, located at 
the corner of Calh~un Street a., J. South l\iain Str~et, Me1:r1phis, 
Tennessee, which iS approximately one long block from Jim's 
Grill, located at 418 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Mr. SANDERS stated he walked from the intersection of South Main 
Street and Calhoun Street to Jim's Grill, and arrived at 
Jim's Grill at approximately 5:00 p.m. He stated he was alone, 
and entered Jimus Grill for his evening meal. He stated his 
reason for eating at Jim's Grill was because he had rented a 
room at 390½ South Main Street for three or four days, which is 
in the immediate area of Jim's Grill. 

Mr. SANDERS stated he sat in a booth for a while 
and at the counter for a whi.le, ordered his evening meal, and 
had several beers. 

Mr. SANDERS advi.sed that while he was eating his 
meal, he recalls that at approximately 6:00 p.m. a Deputy Sheriff 
came to the door of Jim's Grill and advised everyone in the 
Grill to remain there until advised they could leave. He said 
that at the time he had no idea as to why everyone was told to 
stay, He said sometime later everyone in Jim's Grill learned 
that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot that evening from somewhere 
in the immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr. SANDERS stated he 
did not hear the shot that was fired that killed MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, and added he was not aware that KING was staying in the 
immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr. SANDERS commented he did not 
go to the window to look out after the Deputy Sheriff instructed 
everyone to stay in the Grill. 

Mr. SANDERS advised he was not aware of any cars or 
people on the street when he walked from the intersection of 
Calhoun Street and South Ma.in to Jim. 's Grill. He stated he is 
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certain there were many cars both parked and being driven on 
South Main Street, and that there were likely many people 
walking in this area, but added he was not aware of any particular 
individual or any particular car i.n this area. Mr. SANDERS 
stated he cannot furnish any information whatsoever concerning the 
shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

116 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
ME 44-1987 

OTHER PERSONS WHO HAD COlN/TACT WITH UNKNOWN SUBJECT 

YORK ARMS COMPANY 
162 S. MAIN STREET 
MEMPHISl TENNESSEE 

(This section of the report pertains to the 
purchase of binocular~ by the Unknown Subject 
on April 4 9 19689 at York Arms Company, and a 
subsequent inquiry that was made in the 
immediate vicinity of York Arms Company.) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April ft, Jr:cn 

Mr. HALt)ll MEfUWI'fH CARPEt-ifER; 4844 Durbin Street, 
hlC1i1ph j s I Tennessee J telephone 685~,5618, advised that he is a 
nrt lN31Mn ri.t the York Arms Compilny locf!lted a, 162 Ronth r.Inin 
Strc•c•t ., Mcmphi.s 

hlr. CARPENIER recalls that yesterday, April 4, 1808, 
be wns in the above mention0d store talking to one of·thc 
other n11lcsmcn in the sto1'<.' when An indi.vidnnl entered and 
r.ntilcWqncnt. ly bought f:rom h:.im n p11 t1 o.f Bushnell binoculars. 
,·t1iL, iDdi.vJcllrnl entered the slorc ,tt ,,bout 11.00 in the 
:•';ci·Doon. Mi.:. C/\IU'J•:NTF:R c•si.imates this to be the correct 
:'1•(• :'Ind, :i.n p!\1·t, bases his estimate on the fact that 
i )•(•1 c wc1 rc pi.eke ts parading in front of the store at that 
1. ii•·)(' Mr. CARPENTER recalls that as this individual proceeded 
further into the store he turned to this individual and asked 
ii' he co11ld be of ttssistfl.ncl' The individual stated that he 
, , : 1l•c•cl to p1.1rclrnsc some binocul~1·s, and Mr, CARJ?ENTER·'. told 

i, ·1) i !Jn t h<' v;.,l~, nbout out of binoculars and believedi•the 
, '1 t..., 1,1ws lle hncl iu stock were a pair selling •for '$200 and 
·•11 1 1~ '. 1c'" i ,1.:i.r sclltng for ninety-some dollars. The individual 
:; · · \ <•(, Urn t he believed these were too high priced for him, 
,l I)( I.';( l) I)•, CATIPENTEn rec a I led that there 1,iight be U cheaper 

· '1· o· ;i:1.nncuJtln, in the window and advised the individual 
, · "· uu 1.d r 1 n<.I out Mr . Ct1HPENTEH thereupon went to 

· ,·:,;,,!;1.:v w:i.ndow l.n the front oi th(' store and determined 
; .<· 1 ·c· 1•n:, on clinplay a p.:'ti.r of Bushnell hinoculars 

'·?1L ::or :~:rn q'1 rte i.n•o11r:ti1 ti1r•' .. ,c binoculars back to 
c;•'Ln·.H,,' ,.\•H: (' .. :-q,l;i:nc·d 1.11;1!. ttic:" wr,re n .Jt\pnDese import 

1) :(",,.,,,. '•\;,ii1;/ die ,nd1vu]u;il t,u .. ·mc·d to indicate tllat 
,. • 1.1w.l' t·cc:P,;;11i7,ccl 1:1, 0 n:11,1•" 01· tlu!. i:t' DCH:·ed that there 

\,(' i: f~(,t"c(' good ,1;, ),i\l1C'H: irn()(ll i,, '} lb(• (;llblO!ll('X- l'aif3Cd the 
:!.)1(\c:1,:;1'::; to l\iL; cyc·s C•llci ·',n f,(Jt:1\' m<,nncr, not now recallecl 
J ,\' l ',, Ci\1Ll),:N·n;n. jnd .tea t eel t t•i'l l 1_ h(•se binoculars were 
: -. r_ ·,: '. c , · L i\ 1) 1 (l _ 

r,ir, CAHPl•;Nli,:n rec.it lls that the customer asked if 
: 1:.'; Lni.et jons were in the box; and Mr CARPENTER advised him 
ill(1t there were instrucu.ons in the box 9 but not much was 
ncc·dcd to l>o known to ope1u te th<~ blnoculars, other than to 

118 

;::\ :~,CJJJ>:.rr \\t c,()C)J)\'✓ JtV n.t}(1 
by :,;/1 HAI,PU ,J. L l.RWER RJL/acp Date dictated --'4"""/_5"--1_,_6 ____ 8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
2 

• 
just place them to the eyes and adjust the eye pieces. Mr. 
CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the box in which he 
placed the binoculars the price $39.95 and the amount of 
tax which was $1.60 and,added the two figures for a total 
of $41.55. He placed the sales slip and the box with the 
binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name 
of York Arms on its side. The binoculars were in a leather 
or similar type carrying case. The store does not record 
or maintain serial ir:m.mbeirs foir tb~se binoculars and it is 
not known whatp it any, seri.i&!,l nmnber was on this part:icular 
pair of binoculars. 

Mr. CARPENTER stated that the binoculars were 
Bushnell brand and were 7 by 35 size. 

Mr. CARPENTER described the customer as follows: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 

Eyes: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Scars and marks: 
Regional accent: 
Dress: 
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White 
Male 
26 - 32 years 
5 feet 11 inches 
160 pounds to 175 pounds 
Black or dark brown, neat, 
combed straight back and not 
parted. It was neither very 
long nor shaggy. 
Color not recalled; no glasses 
worn 
Ruddy 
Medium 
None recalled 
None noticed 
Dark suit, not known whether 
or not pants matched coat, but 
recalls pa-nts did not contrast 
with coat; color of shoes not 
known but not in sharp contrast 
to other clothing; no hat worn; 
white shirt with noticeably wide 
space at the-col1ar, neat looking; 
dark tie with light stripe which 
covered entire tie, which was 
tied in a long slender knot which 
did not fill the space between 
the collars, tie was noticeably 
pulled to one side, not in keeping 
with generally neat appearance of 
customer; no jewelry remembered. 
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Facial characteristics: Average fullness; nothing 
regarding the eyes, nose, 
ears or other features 
noticeable. Customer's 
hands were neat, though 
nothing outstanding was 
noticed about them. 

Mr. CARPENTER recalls that the individual reached 
into his right front pant~ po~k®t to get the money with which 
to pay for the binoculars. TRM~ money was not in a billfold 
or a money clip. The custome.t' withdr~w two $20 bills from 
a roll which contained several other bills, at least two of 
which Mr. CARPENTER believes W©re $20 bills. The cu~tomer 
also took a $1.00 bill from this roll and then reached into 
his other front pocket with his left hand and secured two 
quarters and a nickel, making a total of $41.55 for the 
payment. After purchasing the binocqlars, the customer 
walked from the store and Mr. CARPENTER told him to "hurry 
back" or some similar parting statement, and the customer's 
reply is not recalled, if any was made. Mr. CARPENTER does 
not know which direction the customer took after leaving the 
store. 

Mr. CARPENTER does not recall ever having seen 
this indivi~ual before in the store or elsewhere, but feels 
relatively certain that if he sees him again he would be 
able to recognize him. 

The customer, while in the store, did not ask to 
see any other merchandise such as rifles or guns or 
ammunition of any ~ind, and made no inquiry at all concerning 
any other merchandise. 

Mr. CARPENTER stated that when the customer entered 
the store CARPENTER was near the front of the store talking 
to Mr. VERNON YORK. Further back in the store he believes 
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mr. HUGH 
BADDLEY, a clerk, was also somewhere in the store. He believes 
also that possibly Mr. CORDRA YORK, JR., may have been in 
the store, but he does not know whether or not any of these 
individuals took notice of the customer. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_1_6_/_6_8 ____ _ 

SAC ROBER'T Go JJ!Ul/SEN :a1)md SA RALPH Jo LI EWER contacted 
RALPH Mu CARPENTER p &Ull ~mplio:W®® of 'fo~k A:t'lffi'll.Sl Company, 162 South 
M.;ai.in Street 9 Memphi~" il!r, CARPE1Nl"L:'ER '&I?~~ ::h11f o:irmed of the identity 
of SAC JENSEN ltl.lllld he lh\~:s pr@viorm:~ ly b®en imite:irviewed by SA LI EWER. 
He was told we h~d .~1111. ~dd.1 tioin~l gl"OIJJ!JP of photographs we would 
like him to view. He~~~ told th~t ~o ~ignificance should be 
~ttached to the sequienc,e o:it mll'1 1·:;11.!lllg<e1m,~ll'~t the photographs might 
be in when he saw th~m. The~~ photog~aph~ ~~re laid out, one 
after another, oim the siecond floor mw&y from bystanders and other 
employees in the York Arms Colffl'l!pauiy ,, 

CARPEMTER sp®fil\t :at le~$.lt, tt'IWeinty minutes reviewing 
c?aJ.refully each of the ph\otograph.'§l. He ®xprce[;)s<ed some hesitation 
for a time between~ photograph of o~® RICHARD SMITH and the 
photogr:BJ.ph of ERIC ,So GALT'. No ngiJ,rnme~ ~nd no identifying data 
of [J.DY kind were f~rni~hed to CARPENTER in commection with his 
study of these photogr~phs, He did ~tate in connection with a 
photograph of SMITH that Rne thlol\.lglhtt this w:m.s; ~ local Memphis boy 
whom he might have 5,ee:n.. He t~1t~•~d tlhi~ photograph over and did 
reject the photograph all.~ not b®i.lfllg 1.dentical to the one to whom 
he sold the bfnocUJ!lfal.J!":§l, 

He studied e;:ID.re.fully .fo:ir &ll.pproximately five minutes 
th(e photograph of ERIC S:,. GALT :anrd m~dlcei comments concerning the 
appeanl!.nce of GALT" He s,t~ted the h~i:ir waSJ generally similar 
to the customer but though~ it m1~ht b~ just~ little bit longer 
thzw,n when the cu~tommer had becel!ll Ui\ thcei store on April 4. Be also 
s~id that he recall~d the Cti~tomer he ~~ited on did not have 
heavy~ bushy eyebrows but they ~le!"~ mmore like the eyebrows in the 
photograph of GAL''Jr' ~ He iiil:s10 ~'1t:~ 1t®d. he had no recollection of 
seeing GALT~s teeth ll1l.nd tltu:>iwgh1t he hmd a smile when he waited on 
him. C'ARPENT'ER als;o ~cBJ.id ne !Jl&!l,d\ imo il!lldeperrRd~nt recollection of 
GALTijSl ears appemring i!!I.,~ they dl:1.d il!ll the photograph, but he then 
:s;aid he did not notice il:Jlltem p~rti©@l@.!.rly, He did furnish the 
fol lowing ~t~ tem~ntt :ireg:ii.rdi)1)lg h:t~ ide@tif it::~ tion of the photograph 
of ERIC S. GALT': 
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~'April 16, 1968 

"On April 16, 1968, I, Ralph M Carpenter was shown~ group 
of 5 photographs by Special Agent in Charge Robert G Jensen 
and Special Agent Ralph J Liewer. After careful study of 
each of these pictures I placed my name on the back of the 
picture which I feel most resembled the man who bo~ght a 
set of binoculars from me on April 4, 1968 at York Arms, 
162 So. Main St., Memphis, Tennessee.· I was not f~rnished 
any names or any descriptive data regarding any of the 
photographs shown. I was also told that no significance 
should be attached to any sequence or arrangement that the 
photographs were shown to me. I did turn one photograph 
over as I thought I recognized this to be a local Memphis 
boy. I did not however recognize him as the person to whom 
I sold the binoculars. 

"In choosing the photograph I was guided by my best recollec­
tiono I remember that the man who bought the binoculars 
did not have heavy eyebrows and were about medium like the 
ones in the photograph selected by me. I did not sell any 
other binoculars on April 4, 1968 

"My signature attests that I am in agreement with 
the information set forth on p&ge one and ~age two of this 
statement. 

/s/ Ralph M. Carpenter 

/s/ Robert G Jensen 
SAC, FBI, Memphis 
April 16, 1968 

/s/ Ralph J. Liewer 
Special Agent FBI 
April 16, 196899 

It should be l!lloted t~at the name ttERIC s. GALT" 
was not furnished to CARPENTER 9 nor was he in a position to 
read the name when he signed the baek of the photogr~ph. His 
concluding remarks 9 which were made at approximately 11:20 a.m., 
4/16/68, were to the effect that 9 wo1 don't own a suit. I 
suppose I will have to buy a suit so that I can go to court.n 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date -=A..o;:;p=r.=i=l--=1=6_._,--=1=9....:::6-=-8 __ 

On April 16, 1968, a group of five photographs were shown 
to RALPH M. CARPENTER, an employee of York Arms, 162 South Main 
Street, Memphi$, Tennessee. The photographs that were shown to 
him are thqse of: 

JOHN EDWARD THOMAS, Memphis Police Department No. 32206 

THEODORE JOHN ADANK, FBI No. 3 871 080 

CLINTON CABLE GIBSON, Memphis Police Department No. 91407 

ERIC GALT 

ROBERT PIERCE SMITH, also known as Richard Smith, 493 Howard 
Street, Whitehaven, Tennessee, USAF No. 14702464, date of 
birth I I 
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The following investigation was conducted by 

SA RALPH J. LIEWER and SA ROBERT W. GOODWIN at Memphis, 
Tennessee, on April 5, 1968: 

Mr. CORDRA YORK, JR., 1374 East Crestwood, 
Memphis, Tennessee, advised that he is one of the owners 
of the York Arms C()lllpany at 162 South Main Street, Memphis, 
and he does not recall seeing an individual come into•"·the 
store in the afternoon of April 4, 1968, and purchase a 
pair of binoculars from Mr. RALPH CARPENTER, one of the 
$alesmen at the store. 

Mr. YORK stated that any money taken from such a 
customer would by this time have been transferred to the 
banking institution used by the store. 

Mr. YORK stated that the York Arms Company does 
not handle the Remington .Game Master model 760 rifle at 
this time and has not handled it for the past two or three 
years. He stated that the store has two other branches in 
the city and he is certain that neither of these stores 
baa handled this particular model of Remington rifle in 
the past .several years; however, to make sure he would contact 
these stores and in the event they had handled this gun 
recently would , immediately contact-. the FBI. 

Mr. YORK advised that Mr. CHARLES GIBSON, a 
salesman for the store, is now out of the store and 
unavailable for interview. He stated Mr. VERNON YORK 
has left for an extended;fishing trip in Florida. 

Mr. HUGH BADDLEY, 1537 North Parkway, Memphis, 
Tennessee, advised that he is a clerk in the York Arms 
Company, 162 South Main Street. He advised that he 
recalls that sometime on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
salesman RALPH CARPENTER went to the store's display 
window and brought back a pair of binoculars which Mr. 
BADDLEY believes CARPENTER eventually sold to a customer 
at that time. Mr. BADDLEY stated that he does not recall 
the customer and cannot describe him. 
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OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE 
4115 HIGHWAY 51 S 
WHITEHAVEN, TENNESSEE 

(This investigation pertains to the purchase 
of a GilletU9shaving kit, which was abandoned 
by the Unknown Subject, and which was identi­
fied from the price sticker appearing thereon 
as having come from the Oliver Rexall Drug 
Store.) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 Date __________ _ 

Mrs. PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Rickard, telephone number 
397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the 
Oliver Rexall Drugstore in Whitehaven. Mrs. BURNS stated that 
she recalls selling a Gillette shaving kit, which was in a 
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon 
on April 3, 1968. She stated that this shaving kit contained 
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic, 
and deodorant, which is all manufactured by the Gillette Company, 
and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches 
by six inches. 

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came into the 
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and 
asked her for a razor. She said she pointed out where the 
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area 
of the store. She advised the white man walked down to this 
area, and picked out the Gillette shaving kit, and brought it 
back to the cash register, where she was located. Mrs. BURNS said 
she could not recall any other items which the white man 
purchased in her store. She could not recall how he paid for 
this purchase, and did not recall anything he said while he was 
paying for the item. 

Mrs. BURNS stated that she got the impression from the 
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the area, and 
she said she does not believe he has ever been in her store before. 
She said she is sure that she has never seen him prior to the 
time he approached her, and she furnished the following description 
for him: 

Race: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 

Eyes: 
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White 
45 
5v7n 
165 pounds 
Black - could not recall 
he combed it or anything 
about his hair 
Color unknown 

how 
further 
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Remarks: 
Dress: 

• 
Had a friendly smile 
Blue suit 

No further descriptive information recalled; recalled 
seeing no scars and marks. 

Mrs. BURNS said she got the impression that this 
man was alone, and she believed he left the store by himself. 
She advised she could recall no further information regarding 
this man's description or his activities while he was in her 
store. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4__,_/_1_2_,_/_6_8 ____ _ 

Mrs • PEGGY BURNS, 4 802 Rickard Road; Whi•teh&ven ,C• Tennessee, 
was interviewed at her residence, at which time she furnished 
the following information: 

Mrs. BURNS stated that regarding the individual who 
purchased a Gillette Travel Aid Razor Kit at the Oliver 
Rexall Drugstore, where she is employed, she further remembered 
that this individual was wearing a dark blue suit, which appeared 
to be a normal business suit. She believes that when this 
individual made the purchase, he already had money in his 
hand when he approached the check-out counter. She could not 
recall the denomination of a bill which he gave her. After 
careful consideration, she believed that he was between 35 and 
45 years of age, and was approximately 5'10" tall. To the best 
of her knowledge, this individual came to the store on 
Wednesday, April 3, 1968. She said she came to work on Tuesday, 
April 2, 1968, at noon, and is positive this individual did not 
make the purchase on that date. 

She does not recall recently selling one of these 
Gillette Razor Kits for several weeks. She cannot recall making 
a request for this item to be re-stocked on their shelf in the 
check-out book, which is maintained in the drugstore. She 
stated this book is used for the purpose of replenishing stock 
when a particular item runs low on a particular shelf. She 
advised she did not work on Thursday, April 4, 1968. She does 
not know which cash register in the store that she rang up the 
sale on, but believes it was the front register because she had 
given this individual directions when he f~rst came into the 
store, and at that time she was at the frorit cash register. 
She believes there were three or four other customers in the store 
who were total strangers to her. 

She advised that during this particular week, they had 
a one cent sale, which was advertised in the "Whitehaven Press" 
newspaper. As a result of this sale, their volume of business 
picked up, and attracted many people other than regular customers. 
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• • 
To the best of he~ recollection, this individual 

appeared to be an "office worker type," and appeared to be 
a very average type individual. The suit he was wearing was 
very neat, and looked to be very expensive. She noted that 
while this individual was in the store, he did not hesitate 
in that he obtained his purchase, paid her, and immediately 
left. 

Mrs. BURNS viewed the three artists' conceptions, 
at which time she stated that none of these individuals were 
familiar to her in any way, and does not believe that they 
appeared to resemble the individual who made the purchase in any 
way. 
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REBEL MOTEL 
3466 IAMAR AVENUE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

(This section of the report reflects interviews 
with employees and customers at the Rebel Motel. It was 
at this motel that the Unsub spent the night o± April 3, 
1968, using the name ERIC S. GALT.) 

130 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_1_2_/_6_8 ____ _ 

Miss ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Manager, Rebel Motor 
Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, advised that her records reflect 
the following: 

At 7:15 on April 3, 1968, ERIC S. GALT, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registered in room 34 
and departed on April 4. He stated on his registration card 
that he was driving a Mustang bearing Alabama license 1-38993. 

Miss KELLY stated that the individual would have 
had to have left the hotel by checkout time, which was 1:00 PM, 
or his registration card would have reflected he was charged 
for two days lodging instead of one day. 

She further advised that her records reflect the 
following: 

On April 3, 1968, ANDY GAST, Route 6, Fremont, 
Ohio, registered in Room 35 and departed on April 4. WILLIAM 
HESTER, 109 Forest Avenue, Troy, Alabama, registered in 
Room 35 on April 4. Leonard E. Day, 5607 Highway 61 South, 
Memphis, registered in Room 33 on April 3. L. N. PAGE, 
1282 Abbe Road, Sheffield, Ohio, registered in Room 34 at 
8:30 PM on April 4. 

Miss KELLY further advised that room numbers 33 
and 35 are adjacent to Room 34, and that the only occupant 
of room 34 since ERIC s. GALT checked out was L. N. PAGE. 

Miss KELLY stated that she could not remember 
ERIC s. GALT, and in fact the only occupants of the hotel 
which she ever became familiar with were the people who were 
steady customers of the hotel. She stated that SARA LOVINGS 
would have cleaned 1he room immediately after GALT checked 
out of the hotel. 
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• 
Miss KELLY made available ERIC s. GALT's registration 

card to Special Agent in Charge ROBERT G. JENSEN for submission 
to the FBI Laboratory. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_8_/_6_8 ____ _ 

Miss ANNA CHRISTINE KELLEY, owner, The Rebel 
Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the 
following information: 

Miss KELLEY stated that a check of her records 
reflected no loss of any bedspreads similar to or identical 
with the one left by the suspect on S. Main Street, Memphis. 
Miss KELLEY further advised that her records failed to 
reflect the names HARVEY LOWIIEYER and JOHN WILLARD for the 
dates March 15, 1968, to April 8, 1968. Miss KELLEY said 
that her records reflected the fact that ERIC S. GALT, 
2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registered 
April 3, 1968, and checked out April 4, 1968. She advised 
that GALT was driving a Mustang of unknown year and unknown 
color and had the license number 138993. 

Miss KELLEY said that a JERRY GOALSBY, Route 4, 
Ripley, Mississippi, registered at her motel April 3, 1968, 
and checked out April 4, 1968. She stated that GOALSBY 
was driving a Ford vehicle but did not know the year nor the 
color. 

KELLEY advised she was unable to recall GALT or 
GOALSBY and could not furnish a physical description. 
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Mrs. HENRIETTA HAGEMAS"Jr'ER, Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenu~ 9 advised that she was on duty 
on April 3, 1968, from 3~00 PM to 10:00 PM that day. She 
said she could not remember .registering ERIC So GALT in 
Room 34 on April 3§ but upon ~eviewing GALT's registration 
card, said that ~he did register him in Room 34 at 7:15 PM 
on April 3. She added sh~ is sur~ of the time because as 
she registers a guest in the hotel she looks back at the clock 
which is on the wall behind her and writes the time on his 
registration card. This is done routinely because it is a 
hotel policy to allow the guests 15 minutes from the time 
they register to decide if they still want the hotel room. 
If within this time they decide that do not want the hotel 
room their money i,s refunded. She stated she wrote the arrival 
time as 7~15 PM on GALT's registration card. 

She $aid that ~he could not remember anything 
concerning GALT. She could not de~cribe him or remember 
what kind of car he was driving. 

Mrs. HAGEM:A.STER wa~ .~howllll an artist's conception 
drawing drawn illll Bi:r-millllgham, Alabama, and said that the 
individual in tbei drawing was not in any way familiar to her. 
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SARA LOVINGS, 3230 Democrat Road• Memphis, maid,. 
Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, was contacted at her 
home and advised that she was on duty at the hotel on April 4. 
She said that she went into Room 34 on April 4,· after the 
occupant had checked out of the hotel, so she could clean 
the room. She stated that she could not remember what time 
she went into the room, but she believes ~t to be in the 
early part of the afternoon. She stated that ~othing was 
left in Room 34 by the occupant or she would have remembered 
taking it to the desk clerk. She added that sh~ could not 
remember ever seeing the occupant of Room 34, and she paid 
no attention to the cars that were parked in the hotel lot·. 

She was shown an artist's conception drawing which 
was drawn at Birmingham, Alabama, and she stated that the 
individual in the drawing did not look familiar to her. 
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1 

Mrs. SADIE MOORE, Maid~ New Rebel Motor Hotel, 
3466 Lamar Avenuej Memphis 9 Tennessee 9 advised that she is 
responsible for the servi.ce to the rooms on the east side 
of the hotel. She stated that she very seldom notices people 
W'h,:i, 1che,~k j,ntn " f'"'·"'o't ~•.·:,_J,,, nf ~},,,,, Mn.tel. She cannot remember 
a.~1iJthiln,;; ,; 1•i·•~1,<.d, :into Room 
!~:u1mb&:ir ~~'i; nJJI i; ·1 

, 1 , , ~-~vii •~h1c::«~kieid out 
th,e fol'].,. i, ~,:J,, ,,1 ,;;d -t ~h; c,Hn;o,t 
,;,·0memt,.1,:.f 2ii.lti g;._, ,Ap:icil i 4, l:368, arid., in 
Utct, t,. ib fai. witr he var} rii ma)',.,;s of ca::rs, and 
pays r .. te vn w.'. .ver t, them or .heir license plates. 
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IVAN B. HBB, 2569 Faxo~, Desk Clerk 9 Reb~l Motor 
Hotel, 3466 Lamar, was contacted at his pla~e of employment 
and advised the following~ 

Be was o~ duty at the Rebsl Motor Hotsl from 10:00 PM, 
April 3, 1968, to 6~00 A~, April 4, 1968. He said that as 
a nightly routine he tours the hot®l grounds hourly for security 

dleck. During his hourly tours o~ April 3 a~d 4, he noticed 
a white Mustang with Alabama lic~~se plates parked in front 
of Room 34. He added that be ~a~ positive that this Mustang 
was parked in front of 34 wh®~ h~ ~ame on duty at 10:00 
and it was there during each of his hourly rounds until 6:00 
on April 4, 1968, wbe~ h~ was relieved by Mlr'. SAM HUDSON. 
Be stated that be ~ev~~ ~aw the occupa~t of Room 34 during 
his shift. 

On April 3 a~d 4, 1968, M~. WEBB wa~ show~ artist's 
conception d~awing~ ~~aw~ at Bi~mi~gham, Alabama 1 a~~ Memphis, 
Tennessee, and he stated that th~ ~ra~i~g at Memphis looked 
familiar to him but he could ~ot i~ a~y way identify a~y 
individual from it. 
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