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Impetus lost 
In Manhunt 

for Assassin 
j 

10 Days- After Murder OL 
Dr. King, Clues Se~m 

To Have Narrowed 

By JAMES KILLPATR:CK 

Within minutes Qfter Cr. 
Martin Luther Kii1g Jr. v,,L, 
gunned down, police b.! 
enough clues - or so i~ 
seemed - to solve a dozen 
:crimes. 

The attorney general of the 
United States came to r.Iem-, 
phis the next day and talked '. 
about an imminent arrest. 

But 10 days now have passed 
and the· glimpses through the 
tight screen of security put up 
by the• Federal Bureau of •. 
Investigation show that many I \ 
of the dues may not be what 1 

they first appeared. \. ,. 
·nr. King's body was still on r, 

the balcony of the Lorraine , 
Motel where a 30-caliber bullet \ 
had slammed him backward at 

'6:01 p.m. Thursday when re·IJc' 
ports of the evidence began to 

• pile up. ,_ 

A white man had come down 
the stairs from the rooming Fr, 
house ·at 418½-422½ South al ri 
Main, and had dropped a rifle, . ' . ' 
a pair of binoculars, and a irom·.i. 
small bag containing some He ' 
dCl-thing in a doorway_ The stum ;. 
man dimbed into a white 1966 withc'.­
Mnstang parked on Main and 

d 'f sturn:: l'f--e O,_ north. H" r 
1 ,. Pol~ce had a good ctescrip- i ~ ;. 

. ,um o, the man. shad,; 
He wa~ 30 to 32 years old, 5 ends '

0 

· '2 -~_, 
::~: .. ;10 !~Ches tall, weighir:g of a t1 ·e; 5 f (j I ·I~ _n I I V ~ , 
:ti,:),,__ lB:, pounds with hair fc ,,,, l ~ rL-f "~=-~.,~i s'.!Fa ~cri ::lt:'d as from seem ; 
r' ~·- •· _, He'· I ··"' · '· v) ,~ti:uy and a compiex- - t ; 

' ;;,:,, • :,:,;e !-<1.::-:fo:1e wl:o works unity; ENCLQSlJRli1 t" 
,: . .,,..:~.-:~ :1·,r,,_" Ile was we::i.ring '1 •1_1i J.!& _·.\, 
'i ;'.id. 'l,.at. wh:t,. s!-.'··t ~n"' elus: •;-t' - ~ .. ...__ . ~.,.:. U.t,;U • .. .. 

,,.::C\.:.i;; (;':'. T!~ere also was a nou~f ■--~-----•---------111•---~ty""! .r"'~!<\1'1d'•-~-~:--- -=--~ it -- ■ n• -
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I 4 ) enclosures to _ 
{0 1·0 with Los AngQi~s -rep~. h.,""tt-el' a irt 1 
dated 4/15/6t5 . · . . , described a~: 

4 copies of additi<.mal F'D-302 ref'.Lecting info of positive nature. 
Material concerning Home Seryice Laundry & Dry Cleaning. 
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Date: 4/15/68 
I Transmit the following in --------;;:;:;-~:::---=,=-:-;-:-::;-~-;:;;:i-----------71 

(Type in plaintext or code) I 

AIRTEL AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 1

1 

Via ____________ __:.:.:::.:~-=.::.::=-------;~=:-:=T===-----~I 
(Priority) 

-------------------- .-----------------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM~ ~C;--~ ANGELES ( 44-1574) 

SUBJEci:l ~KIN,•/ . 
\ . ' 

--------L------- -

FD-3O2s. 
Re Los Angeles airtel dated 4/14/68 forwarding 

Enclosed for the Bureau are four ( 4-) copies of 
an additional FD-3O2 refl&cting information of a positive 
nature. The material concerning the Home Service Laundry 
and Dry Cleaning previously furnished the Bureau on 4/12/68 
for laboratory examination. 

,. --

I 

WBN/dlp 
(5) '&icrosuRc 

. ArrACHro 

62 MAY 6 1968 
Approved:------,..----,---­

Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ___ _ 

12 APR 30 1868 

M Per _____ _ 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-l~-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Date __ l:..,_~/---=l=---2-'-/_68 ___ _ 

Records of the Home Service Laundry and Dry 
Cleaning., 5280 Hollywood Boulevard., were inspected in the 
presence of LOUIS PUTERMAN. The following records were 
located: 

Item No. 1 

Item No. 2 

Item No. 3 

Item No. 4 

Item No. 5 
Item No. 6 

Item No. 7 

Item No. 8 

Item No. 9 

Item No. 10 

Item No. 11 

Item No .. 12 

Item No. 13 

Item No. 14 

Cleaning Invoice No. 7l~18, white copy., 
dated March 11., 1968, customer Eo GALT; 
articles to be cleane:l tvJO pants., blue and 
brown. 
Yellow copy of Cleaning Invoice No. 7418 
with same information as Item No. 1. 
Pink ropies of Cleaning Invoices Numbers 
7417, 7418., 7419. 
Cash register tape, dated March 14, 1968 -
Thursday, in total amount of $83.26. 
University Notebook, with customers names. 
Laundry list., upper portion only, number 2646, 
i'l i th the name , E. GALT . 
Clean:lng Invoice No. 5949, white copy, dated 
February 23, 1968, customer GAUr; article 
to be cleaned onepant. 
Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices numbers 
5948, 5949, 5950. 
Laundry list, upper portion only, number 1939, 
with the name, Ee GALT, and mar~ GALTo 
Laundry list number 2311, with the name Gl\LT, 
and mark-: GALT o 

Laundry list number 2246, with the name E ., 
GALT 
Cleaning Invoice No. 5697, white copy, dated 
January 23, 1968, customer Ee GiiLT,; articles 
to be cleaned one sport coat, one slack. 
Cleaning Invoice number 8455, yellow copy, 
dated February 8, 1968, customer GAULT; articles 
to be cleaned one pair pants., two ties. 
Cleaning Invoice No. 5589., white copy, dated 
January 16, 1968, customer Eo GALT; articles 

•to be cleaned one tie, one pair blue slacks. 

On 4/12/68 at · Los Angeles, California File·# Los Angeles l.J-4-1571~ 

SAS FRANCIS G. KAHL and 
by _____ R_I_C_B..A_RD __ H_. _R_. _OS_S_/~p~J-=-· c _______ Date dictated ___ 4_/_1_2_/_6_8 __ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FI3l. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

,. 
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Item No. 15 

Item No. 16 

Item No. 17 

Item No. 18 

Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices 5588, 5589, 
5590. 
Laundry list number 2851, with the name 
GAULT, and mark: GALT 
Laundry list number 3065; with Thermo Seal 
sticker 02B-6 with the name Eo GALT. 
Textile Marking Machine Company, Thermo 
Seal instruction book with warranty for 
Thermo Seal Machine, Serial No. 31451-J., 
dated March 21, 1960. , 

.. 

- 2 -
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rD-30'Q (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Date 4/12/68 

Records of the Home Service Laundry and Dry 
Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, were inspected in the 
presence of LOUIS PUTEilllU\J\f. The following records were 
located: 

Item No. 1 

Item No. 2 

Item No. 3 

Item No. 4 

Item No. 5 
Item No. 6 

Item No. 7 

Item No. 8 

Item No. 9 

Item No. 10 

Item Nb. 11 

Item No. 12 

Item No •. 13 

Cleaning· Invoice No. 7418, white copy, 
dated March 1.1, 1968., customer E. GALT; 
articles to be cleanEd. two pants, blue and 
brown. 
Yellow copy of Cleaning Invoice No. 7418 
with same information as Item No. 1. 
Pink ropies of Cleaning Invoices Numbers 
7417, 7418, 7419. 
Cash register tape, dated March 14, 1968 -
Thursday, in total amount of $83.26. 

· University Notebook, with customers names. 
Laundry list, upper portion only, number 2646, 
with the name, E. GALT. 
Cleaning Invoice No. 5949, white copy, dated 
February 23, 1968, customer GALT; article 
to be cleaned onepant. · 
Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices numbers 
5948, 5949, 5950. 
Laundry list, upper portion only, number 1939, 
with the narne, E. GALT, and mar~ GALTo 
Laundry list number 2311, with the name GALT., 
and mark: GALT ,. 
Laundry list number 2846, with the name E. 
GAI!r 
Cleaning Invoice No. 5697, white copy, dated 
January 23, 1968,r customer Eo GALT; articles 
to be cleaned one sport coat, one slack 
Cleaning Invoice number 8455, yellow copy, 
dated February 8, 1968, customer GAULT; articles 
to be cleaned one pair pants, two ties. 

On 

Item No. 14 Cleaning Invoice .No. 5589, white copy., dated 
January 16, 1968, customer Eo GALT; articles 

~to be cleaned one tie, one pair blue slacks . 

. 4/12/68 at Los Angeles, California File# Los Angeles l-J.4-1574 

SAS FRANCIS G. KAHL and 
by _____ R_I_C_H_PJID __ H_. _R_O_S_' S_/~P~-J=--· c_· ------Date dictated ___ l_J./_1_2_/_6_8 __ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are noL lo be distributed outside your agency. 

II - w 
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Item No. 15 

Item No. 16 

Item No. 17 

Item No. 18 

•, 
• -l .... 

Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices 5588, 5589, 
5590. 
Laundry list number 2851, with the name 
GAULT, and mark:GALT 
Laundry list number 3065, with Thermo Seal 
sticker 02B-6 with the name E. GALT. 
Textile Marking Machine Company, Thermo 
Seal instruction book with warranty for 
Thermo Seal Machine, Serial No. 31454, 
dated March 21, 1960. , 
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On 

111, 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 

Date ---'4'-'-/---'-1_2,__/6_8 ___ _ 

Records of the Home Service Laundry and Dry 
Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, were inspected in the 
presence of LOUIS PUTER.V1A.N. The following records were 
located: 

Item No. 1 

Item No. 2 

Item No. 3 

Item No. 4 

Item No. 5 
Item No. 6 

Item No. 7 

Item No. 8 

Item No. 9 

Item No. 10 

Item No. 11 

Item No. 12 

Item No. 13 

Item No. 1Li 

Cleaning Invoice No. 7418_, white copy, 
dated March 11, 1968, customer E~ GALT; 
articles to be cleane:i two pants, blue and 
brown. 
Yellow copy of Cleaning Invoice No. 7418 
with same information as Item No. 1. 
Pink ropies of Cleaning Invoices Numbers 
7417, 7418, 7419. 
Cash register tape, dated March 14, 1968 -
Thursday, in total amount of $83.26. 
University Notebook, with customers names. 
Laundry list, upper portion only_, number 261-J.6, 
with the name, E. GALT. 
Cleaning L11.voice No. 5949, white copy, dated 
February 23., 1968_, customer GAL'r; article 
to be cleaned onepant. 
Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices numbers 
5948, 5949, 5950. 
Laundry list_, upper portion only, number 1939, 
with the name, Ee G.i:-\LT., and mark: GALTo 
Laundry list number 2311, with the name GALT., 
and mark: GAL'r., 
Laundry list number 2~46, with the name E. 
GALT 
Cleaning Invoice No. 5697, white copy, dated 
January 23, 1968, customer Eo GALT; articles 
to be cleaned one sport coat, one slack 
Cleaning Invoice number 8l.i55, yellow copy, 
dated February 8, 1968., customer GAULT; articles 
to be cleaned one pair_pants, two ties. 
Cleaning Invoice No. -5589_, white copy_, dated 
January 16_, 1968, customer E .. GALT; articles 

1 to be cleaned one tie, one pair blue slacks. 

4/12/68 at · Los Angeles> California 

SAS FRAl~CIS G. KAHL and 

File# Los Angeles 44-1574 

by _____ R_I_C_E_,A_RD ___ H_h e~R_O_S_" S_/-=pc...:J:;_. c __ ------Date dictated ____ 4_/_1_2_/_6_8 __ 
This document conlains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



;-:,1 = 

2 
LA 44-1574 

Item No. 15 

Item No. 16 

Item No. 17 

Item No. 18 

Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices 5588, 5589, 
5590. 
Laundry list number 2851, with the name 
GAULT, and mark:GALT 
Laundry list number 3065, with Thermo Seal 
sticker 02B-6 with the name Eo GALT. 
Textile Marking Machine Company, Thermo 
Seal instruction book with warranty for 
Thermo Seal Machine, Serial No. 3145L~, 
dated March 21, 1960. , 

- 2 -
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., PD-36,(Rev. 5-22-64) • 

FBI 

Date: 4/25/68 

Transmit the following in ---------.=---,---:--:----~--------:1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A_I_lt_TE_L __ , __ _ 
(Priority) I 

----------------------- _______________________ .L ______ _ 

'C. 

TO: 

/.'. 
/ FROlft 

B~BECT0R, FBI ~44-38161) 

SAC, ATLANTA(44-238G)(P) 
/ 

(eG: MEMPHIS) 

l cfflJ\JJJt 
~nt~ A' ~l t,,~ 

fl"" 

Re i-tlanta. tele;trpe summaxy te B\treau, -4/24/61. 

· Enclosed for Bureau. .are three copies of inseJ"t 
reflecting iatervie~ with LEWIE RAUOHD DOWDA. 

. ' '' 

-Oae e,py of above insert_bei.q.1wnished to Miami 
an<l Memphis;;·. ·fer information. Twe copies ef i1,1sert furnishecilr, 
to St~ Leu:ls ud San.Piego •. Six copies ef insert furnished , 
te Kansas ~ity. · 

In aaditien to leads p~eviouly s~t out in retel 1 
the -follom,.img effices ~e recl.',ested te conduct the fell•ii,g 
investigatii,Ru , · 

KANSAS CITY ~C\JJS 

-t:J_ Bu~eat1 (Jlinc •.. 3) 
1 

'"'~ Kansas ,City {Enc. 6) . 
1 - Memphis (Enc. 1) 
l - Miami (Eac. 1) 
i - s._aD:ieg• (he. 2) 
2 - st. Leais (Enc. 2) 
2 - Atlanta 
JTB:lcc 
(17) 

fltc 16 

1 a APR 29 1968 

---
L------=-'-=:.-\:~~--:-4fa------------------~~ 

7 ' § 
Approve Sent _______ M Per _____ _ 
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• 
AT 44-2386 

"A-t J.ef fel".S&B, City, 1 M:iiesovi : 

1) :, Wiil, at Missoui-i State ~enitentiary, ·determine 
fra mecljeal records type rash JAME$ EARL RAY had en-side 
of head and. med.ioatien preseribecl, for-BAY. 

2) Clteek eorrespondence file to deter14j,p.e if RAY 
has any approved correspondence wkieh may,identify girl friends 

· RAY tal k.ed about. . 

3) Attempt to determine· supplier of narcotics to RAY 
wnile RAY in prison and atteapt to d&velop'information concerning 
RAY's outside source of ineome, as. RAY may now attempt to 
contact these persou. 

' ' 

4) Aseertaia present waereal)Quts .. of iamat.e JERR~ lllD.E• 
5) Tkruu:gh.seurces at prison, evaluate information 
furn·isaed by DOWDA.• 

At .Kansas City, IU.sso~i: 

·Attempt to locate bar known as Gaslight, to determi•~ 
if subject RAY is known there and attempt to d~termJne identity 
of girl.RAY met there. 

!_t Celumpia, ·. Misaovi: 

Centaet bus 1-n vieini ty of. -eolleg• and dete1".Bline if 
subject RAY·kaown as well as attempt tQ learn identity ,of- girl 
RAY had met in this area. 

At 14dte-. ~k, Missour.i.: 
. ' 

Will, throqh..sourees, atte-.pt te·icientify •arcoti~s 
pushers anci :tllr••gk them dete;rmine. if s1:1~ject .laas i"been in .tkis 
area. 

- At l)al@s Verdes, CaliforBla: 

· 'I-ill locate J:K)B. GlUHAJi au, inte>;view m neerniiig 
DOOA's vis.it Tka11ksgiviag 1967; determine if· BODA ·made 
uy rem.arks concerniag coataet witk ·UY or anyone else 

· · in Califer•ia. 
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AT 44-2386 

·· ST. LOUIS 

St. Leuis, Missou~i: 

Will atteJQPt te locate bar known as G~light 
to determiae if RAY is ,known at this,bar and identity 

. of ~Y•,s girl. frie11d. 
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AT 44-2386 
JTB:bjc 
l 

On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK, 
JOSEPH G. SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE 
RAYMOND DOWDA, an inmate at the Cobb County Jail, Marietta, 
Georgia. DOWDA adv:ised he was formerly incarcerated at the 
Missouri State Prison, Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated 
while at the Missouri State Prison, he was acquainted for 
approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow 
inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missouri 
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was 
still incarcerated. He stated he had been the chief cook 
at the Missouri State Prison and RAY worked as q. bread 
slicer, 

DOWDA advised RAY ~as the type person the other 
inmates did not 11 mess with. 11 He described RAY as a 11 1oner 11 

who usually initiated the conversation if he wanted to talk 
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and 
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never 
known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge, 
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY had a fair 
complexion, which was blotchy, having pimples around the 
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the 
right side of bis head during the entire time he had known 
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash. He stated this rash 
was very noticeable due to the type of haircut in the 
Penitentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash. 
He stated RAY's hair was lightly streaked with gray. He 
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a 
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He 
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated 
RAY had dingy teeth. 

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about "running 
around" in St. Louis, Missouri. He normally talked about 
two girl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight 

I 
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AT 44-2386 
JTB:bjc 
2 

(a bar) located in either St. Louis or Kansas City. DOWDA 
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the 
college at Columbia., Missouri.I> and it was his impression 
this girl had worked in a tavern there. 

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring 
on his left hand which was made at the Penitentiary, 
having been made from white metal with raised initials. 
He stated RAY never smiled, but when he smiled, it looked 
like a smirk. He advised RAY was clean and not sloppy 
in his dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and 
considered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic­
ipated in softball games as a pitcher and would watch all 
of the baseball games at the Penitentiary, however., he 
had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball. 

DOWDA stated that some time in 1966, a group 
of Black Muslims had petitioned for the right to have 
their own religious services. He stated the Muslims would 
congregate in groups and th.at a subsequent search of the 
Negro prisoners had uncovered a large cac$.e. of weapons. 
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and 
there was a riot at the pr.ison. DOWDA stated three Negro 
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY 

rad knifed these Negro prisoners, but did say that if RAY 
had not knifed th.em.,, he definitely knew who had killed them. 

DOWDA stated RAY definitely was a racist and 
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and 
firmly believed that all the Negro prisoners inside the 
Penitentiary should be killed. He stated RAY had on 
several occasions made the statement that if the price were 
right., he would kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated 
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate 
a "contract" was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386 
JTB:bjc 
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• 

DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY 
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does 
not believe RAY would have killed KING without being 
paid for it. 

DOWDA stated approximately four months before 
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from 
the Missouri State Prison by going out of the prison behind 
the ovens in the prison bakery o He stated RAY wa_s appre­
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt. 
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentiary 
prior to this. DOWDA advised he does not believe RAY returned 
from maximum security confinement prior to DOWDA's release 
from prison. 

DOWDA stated while in prison.? RAY was particula+>lY 
interested in Western music. He stated he does not recall 
RAY ever mentioning anything about dancing. He stated that 
du.ring this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of 
the Ozarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would 
never miss these performances. He stated RAY often talked 
about planning to go to the Lake of the Ozarks when he got 
out of prison. DOWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY 
would contact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated if he 
were to look for RAY there.? he would first find out who was 
selling dope and through this person, locate RAY. He stated 
RAY had talked about being on dope prior to being in the 
Missouri State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out­
side source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's 
dope habit was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and 
RAY appeared to be well fixed, never wanting for anything. 

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for 
personal conveniences. He stated RAY~ while in prison, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386 
JTB:bjc 
4 

• 

used amphetamine., taking the shot in the nmain 11ne. 11 He 
stated RAY would take two to tbree shots a day. He stated 
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY's source 
of income. DOWDA stated he is ce.rtain RAY was not selling 
amphetamine to other prisoners., stating he has known RAY' 
to give free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot. 
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but 
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY 
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missouri 
State Prison. 

DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the 
gate in the kitchen of the Missouri State Prison, was very 
close to JAMES EARL RAY and it was DOWDA 1 s understanding 
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine~ He stated 
BENJAMIN o. GOODIN was a civilian in charge of the kitchen 
and he is certain GOODIN was not connected in any way with 
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated 
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands it was 
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had 
attempted to escape in 1966. 

DOWDA advised one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY 1 s 
closest friend in the Missouri State Prison and was respon­
sible for bringing RAY into the kitchen. He stated ABBY 
at this time was chief cook at the prison. He believes 
ABBY was serving time for breaking into a drug store and 
he does know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense. 
He stated ABBY had a detainer on him as he was an escapee 
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not 
ABBY is presently in custody but does not believe he is 
presehtly in the Missouri State Prison. 

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN 
RIGGER. He stated RIGGER was from California and RIGGER's 
wife was a psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospital, which 
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is located north of San Francisco, California. 

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might 
have DOWDA's address would have a Route l, Sanford, Florida, 
address, and would not know that he is presently in Marietta, 
Georgia. He stated his father, STEVEN c. DOWDA, presently 
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and 
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Florida, would be 
sent to Deland, Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been 
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has 
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about 
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentioned 
anything which would indicate RAY was associated with any­
one in the Atlanta, Georgia, area. DOWDA stated the only 
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia, 
who was an inmate at the Missouri State Prison was one 
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgia. He advised WHITE had a 
Federal detainer against him and believes WHITE is still 
incarcerated at the Missouri State Prison. 

DOWDA advised he had made a trip to California in 
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent 
Thanksgiving.Day visiting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who .resides 
at Palos Verdes, California. He stated GRAHAM is Regional 
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife 
had stopped at Jefferson City and while there, contacted a 
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr. 11 PETE1t PETRIE. He stated 
he had not made any inquiry concerning RAY and was not 
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any 
inquiry concerning inmates inasmuch as his wife did not know 
he was a former inmate of the Missouri State Prison. He 
stated he had stopped in the Kansas City, Missourl, area 

'and attempted to locate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been 
in tl:e Missouri State Pr•i:s on as PAUL ALVIN CARTER. He 
stated LAIL had been released appre:ximately a year before 

· he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together 
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after their release from prison •. He st~ted.LAIL.worked in 
the l.icense shop at the f'41ssour1 State Prison and al though 
he was acquainted with RAY, he did not believe LAIL was a 
particularly good friend of RAY. He stated after his return 
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR. 
He stated LAIL o.wos a home at 34 B~rbodos Drive, Palm. -
Springs., West Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965-
4221. He stated LAIL in Feb.ruary of' 1968 was out of a job 
and had come to Marietta, Georgia, looking for employment. 
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgia, with his 
wife and a small baby' and had resided with DOWDA for 
approximately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately 
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having 
bee·n arrested on ;ni1arch 4, 1968. 

DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern­
ing RAY which might assist in his location, but in the 
event· he remembered anything additional., he would contact 
th~ FBI~ 
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On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK, 
JOSEP • SHEA., and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed_l,EWIE 
_RAYMON OWDAJ an inmate at the. Cobb .. ~<?1.W,PZ,.,~~~, .... tJL~etta., 

"'¥!'~~_7' • · A adv:is ed he was formerly incarcerated at~e 
"''M!ss'ouri St e Prison, Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated 

ft-Z:S:b.till IT i?iMllf'. rnrn::r:::n 
while at the Missouri State Prison, he was acquainted for 
approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow 
inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missouri 
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was 
still incarcerated. He stated he had been the chief cook 
at the Missouri State Prison and RAY worked as a bread 
slicer. 

DOWDA advised RAY w;as the type person the other 
inmates did not 11 mess with." He described RAY as a "loner 11 

who usually initiated the conversation if he wanted to talk 
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and 
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never 
known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge, 
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY had a fair 
complexion, which was blotchy, having pimples around the 
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the 
right side of bis head du.ring the entire time he had known 
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash. He stated this rash 
was very noticeable due to the type of haircut in the 
Penitentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash. 
He stated RAY's hair was lightly streaked with gray. He 
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a 
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He 
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated 
RAY had dingy teeth. 

DOWD.A advised RAY always talked about 11 running 
aroundn in St. Louis, Missouri~ He normally talked about 
two girl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight 
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(a bar) located in either St. Louis or Kansas City. DOWDA 
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the 
college at Columbia, Missouri, and it was his impression 
this girl had worked in a tavern there. 

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring 
on his left hand which was made at the PenitentiaryJ 
having been made from white metal with raised initials. 
He stated RAY never smiled 2 but when he smiled., it looked 
like a smirk. He advised RAY was clean and not sloppy 
in his dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and 
considered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic­
ipated in softball games as a pitcher and would watch all 
of the baseball games at the Penitentiary, however, he 
had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball. 

DOWDA stated that some time in 1966, a group 
of Black Muslims had petitioned for the right to have 
their own religious services. He stated the Muslims would 
congregate in groups and th.at a subsequent search of the 
Negro prisoners had uncovered a large cac!m.e. of weapons. 
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and 
there was a riot at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro 
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY 

~a knifed these Negro prisoners, but did say that if RAY 
had not knifed them.9 he definitely knew who had killed them. 

DOWDA stated RAY definitely was a racist and 
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and 
firmly believed that all the Negro prisoners inside the 
Penitentiary should be killed. He stated RAY had on 
several occasions made the statement that if the price were 
right, he would kill. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated 
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate 
a "contractn was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING~ 
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DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY 
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does 
not believe RAY would have killed KING without being 
paid for it. 

DOWDA stated approximately four months before 
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from 
the Missouri State Prison by going out of the prison behind 
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre­
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt. 
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentiary 
prior to this. DOWDA advised he does not believe RAY returned 
from maximum security confinement prior to DOWD.A's release 
f .t>om prison. 

DOWDA stated while in prison_. RAY was particularly 
interested in Western music. He stated he does not recall 
RAY ever mentioning anything about dancing. /He stated that 
during this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of 
the Ozarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would 
never miss these performances. He stated RAY often talked 
about planning to go to the Lake of the Ozarks when he got 
out of prison. DOWD.A stated he would have no idea who RAY 
would contact at the Lake of the Ozarks$ but stated if he 
were to look for RAY there$ he would first find out who was 
selling dope and through this person, locate RAY. He stated 
RAY had talked about being on dope prior to being in the 
Missouri State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out­
side source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's 
dope habit was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and 
RAY appeared to be well fixed_. never wanting for anything. 

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for 
personal conveniences. He stated RAY$ while in prison, 
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used amphetamine., taking the shot in the 11 main line. 11 He 
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated 
RAY never lacked fo.r money, but had no idea of RAY' s source 
of income. DOWDA stated he is certain RAY was not selling 
amphetamine to other prisoners, stating he has known RAY 
to give free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot. 
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but 
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY 
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missouri 
State Prison. 

DOWDA stated that HAROL ~--.Guard on the 
gate in the kitchen of the f!fiSO,~ v Pr.s~was very 
close to JAMES EARL RAY anaTt was DOWDA's understanding 
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine. He stated 
BENJAMIN O. GOODIN was a civilian in charge of the kitchen 
and he is certain GOODIN was not connected in any way with 
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated 
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands it was 
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had 
attempted to escape in 1966. 

DOWDA advised one NE BY (phonetic) was RAY's 
closest friend in the Missouri t;at rison and was respon­
sible for bringing RA'S: into the ki tche ··• He stated .ABBY 
at this time was chief cook at the prison. He believes 
ABBY was serving time for breaking into a drug store and 
he does know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense. 
He stated ABBY had a detainer on him as he was an escapee 
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not 
ABBY is presentfy'"'In custody but does not believe he is 
prese'ntly in the Missouri State Prison. 

He stated1RAY had another friend, one ,DONU-tP DNAL 
He stated ~IGGER was fro. alifornia and RIGGER's 
a psychiatrist at the Napa pital, which 

/ 
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is located north of San Francisco, California. 

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might 
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida, 
address, and would not know that he is presently in Marietta, 
Georgia. He stated his father, STEVEN c. DOWDA, presently 
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and 
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Florida, would be 
sent to Deland, Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been 
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has 
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about 
traveling over all the United States., but had never_mentioned 
anything which would indicate RAY was associated with any­
one in the Atlanta, Georgia, area. DOWDA stated the only 
0ther prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia, 
who was an inmate at the Missouri State Prison was one 
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun., Georgia. He advised WHITE had a 
Federal detainer against him and believes WHITE is still 
incarcerated at the Missouri State Prison. 

DOWDA advised he had made a trip to California in 
November of 1967., and that he and his wi:f'e had spent 
Thanksgiving Day visiting her uncle., BOB GRAHAM, who resides 
at Palos Verdes 3 California. He stated GRAHAM is Regional 
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife 
had stopped at Jefferson City and while there, contacted a 
Missouri St;ate Prison guard.,\) Mr. "PETEn PETRIE. He stated 
he had not made any inquiry concerning RAY and was not 
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any 
inquiry concerning inmates inasmuch as his wife did not know 
he was a former inmate of the Missouri State Prison. He 
stated he had stopped in the Kansas City, Missouri, area 
and attempted to locate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been 
in tre Missouri State Prison as PAUL ALVIN CARTER. He 
stated LAIL had been released approximately a y~ar before 
he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT ·44-2386 
JTB:bjc 
2. 

• 

after their release from prison •. He stclted.LAIL worked in 
the l.icense shop at the Missouri State Prison and although 
he was acquainted with RAY, he did not believe LAIL was a 
particularly good friend of RAY. He stated ~ft his return 
from Californ~a, he was contacted by 4.A.1,l,1,,1,_G,l,,,WI,,~ m-:t•-.i,1,~. 
He stated L1-\,IL .owns a home at 34 B~~ . /11 ~ 
Springs - W . . ~J,lortaa;" Telephone Number 965- ~ 
~ e stat'ed LAIL in Fe'b"r'l'J:aTy of 1968 was out of a job 
and had come to Marietta JI Geo.w._a., looking .for employment. 
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgia, with his 
wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for 
approximately one and one-half weeks., leaving approximately 
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, OWD havingLrt;, 
bee·n arrested on March 4, 1968. ptivL. AL111·• (:_A~r~." 

DOWDA advised he cou . reca no ncerri- ·"""•·· 
ing RAY which might assist in hii location, but in the 
event· he remembered• anything additional, he would contact 
th~ FBI. 
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Memorandum 
T~:DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTENTION: 

F . AC, COLUMBIA 

(44-38861) 
FBI LABORATORY (D-560301 JK) 

(44-299) 

• 

SUBJE~!MURKIN. . 
~ ... S6Z015 

I 

;J: 
: ~ ... 

f 

l 

00: MEMPHIS 

Re Bureau teletype to All Offices, 4/9/68, Albany 
teletype to Columbia, 4/9/68, Tampa teletype to Columbia, 
4/10/68, and Albany airtel to Director, 4/10/68. 

A survey of alllaundries in the State of South 
Carolina disclosed that 12 thermo seal marking machines are 
located in this State. 

Enclosed are samples from these machines as 
indicated: 

OWNER 

1. Post Laundry 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot 
Parris Island, S. C. 

2. Post Laundry 
Marine Corps Rea.uit Depot 
Parris Island, S. C. 

SERIAL NUMBER 

33487 

33486 
9) 
. I 

3. Deluxe Cleaners and 
Laundry 

4. 

310 State Street 
West Columbia, s. c. 
Navy Exchange Laundry 
u. S. Naval Station 
Charleston, S. C. 

5. Navy Exchange Laundry 
U.S. Naval Station 
Charleston, S. C. 

G-Bureau (RM) (Enc. 12) 
2-Memphis (44-1987) (RM) 
I-Columbia 

MBM:pel l\ 

\ 

32571 

34424 EX-115 lf Jl 
REC 8 t-/ 1-JfJJ: L -3J.0 

5-t \ 
2 -,WR-80 1968 · 34422 

j 

( 5 ) Ji'} , JL-,U ·"'""->-d 

~,., . ., 7 9 MAY~- ving, Bond;;~ularly on the Payroll Saving, Plan 
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6. Doughty Dry-Cleaners, Inc. 
1410 Taylor Street 
Columbia, S. C. 

7. Lane's Dry-Cleaners and 
Laundry 
359 Meeting Street 
Charleston, S. C~ 

8. Georgetown Laundry 
Georgetown, S. C. 

9. Port City Laundry and 
Cleaners 
Palmetto Shopping Center 
Charleston, S. C. 

10. Newberry Steam Laundry 
Newberry, S. C. 

11. White's Cleaners 
Shaw AFB, S. C. 

12. Summerville White swan 
Laundry 
Summerville, S. C. 

• .. 

31837 

31962 

32363 

32658 

33643 

31436 

34096 

These enclosures are being sent to the Bureau to:d 
comparison with known specimens obtained in this case. The 
Bureau may retain these samples for future use. 

Regarding Albany airtel to the Bureau, 4/10/48, 
the. following information is being furnished for the Memphis 
Office: 

Inquiry at Robinson Laundry and Cleaners, 2547 
Forest Drive, Columbia, S. C., disclosed that they sold their 
thermo seal marking machine to the Newberry Laundry mentioned 
above and that Robinson had never used markings such as located 
in instant case. 

2 

'' 
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On 4/15/68 Miss NELL TAYLOR, Center Supply Company, 
915 Lady Street, Columbia, S. C., advised that this concern 
has not sold thermo seal marking machines for about three years. 
He said that this type machine with serial number 32571 was sold 
to Deluxe Cleaners and Laundry, West Columbia, S. C., new, several 
years ago. Regarding thermo seal machine with serial number 
32568 she said that this machine was burned and completely 
destroyed in their warehouse on 3/7/63 and his no longer in 
use. She said these are the only two tBrmo seal machines ever 
delivered to this company as the others sold by them were 
delivered directly to the purchaser. 

For information of Memphis Office, an insert will 
be submitted concerning these machines, none of which appear 
to be pertinent to this investigation. 

3 
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. _l - Mr. ~Gowan, 2i12 · . .· ·/ .. 
1 - Mr. Wnrad 
1 - Mr. Griffith 
1 - Mr. Devine 
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· TJUOtf _. ;CO:K~I Of' JJ$fATV118 OH PDIGD~ C~ 

WIJC. AD !il'OT. ~~LS 1'fT.H ,IQBMITTBD :MA:TJmJAL AlfD, 
.• ' 

1'JIQJI~ :WO ~G:FUL COMP~ (JOULI) S:S MADB. 
' 

J'fOlll YOWft·Df#OftMAftOJf QG!ITMTION CAJm 

_,~ UJJKBrr· 'flmffl lOVB lRA.D ADBBW ""ONE J£1GBT 

"1ll'i111~l£ aftr ..a~~-~ .,, 1t. llf~~ n, C ¥r _, A ~i<"!tr.fflA,v n ~· . 
-~ IIUIS, dl'l{l4!1"UJUl!,lia~Jl'Uf.A1 ff~U4'~, ~• • R~4.~1 11'1> "-'.,; 

~ ~C'TOJUD Uti.ffl11 n UITDIG ron N'ORDA.L. TWO 

~PIU BBDfQ alfl' ~ TO M&lf:Plillg LATENT RESULTS 

FURNISHED SEPARATELY •. 

NOTE FOR MEMPfilS: No Laboratory report will be submitted regarding 
the results of the examination set out above. 
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NO 157-10673 

NORDAL placed a second lock on his room and 
permitted nome access to th::i.s room while he was absent 0 

NORDAL had a large quantity of clothing and luggage and 
on one occasion the maid saw a large quantity o:c currency 
in a pack in the bed that contained a $100 bill on the 
top., 

During a search of NORDAL's room a key to the 
Candlelight Inn, 4801 Airlip.e Highway, M:eta:i.rie, La,., 
was fo~'1do This key was for Roota 2190 A map was also 
found in this room that bore several cryptic notati01.1so 

The Los lrngeles Division has advised the New 
Orleans Division telephonically ·that all background infor­
nuttion furnshed by NORDAL at the Court of T.-vo Sisters 
has been checked and has proved to be false., The records 
of the Candlelight Inn Motel were checked and rr,igistra t:ion 
ca.rds for Room 219 were obtained for all individuals not . 
knov;n to be regular custo~s at this motel. Further 
investigation· in New Orleans disclosed that SCOT'r NORDAL 
stayed at the Chalmette Hotel, 808 Carondelet Street, New 
Orleans, ~.Al.,, from 3/22 - 3/23/68., 

The J~bora tory is requested to compare the 
hand,;,7riting on all of the enclosed registration. cards with 
the known handwriting of JAMES EARL F..AY, and ·WALTER TERRY RIFE, 
FBI #455-876-6. 

'f'he L2~boratory is also requested to attempt to 
determine through handwriting analysis if the ind:tv:ldual 
registering as SCOTT NORDAL at the Cha.lmette Hotel signed 
any of the enclosed reg:istration cards from the Candlelight 
Inn Motel., 

All enclosed registration cards are also to be 
checked for any latent fingerprints of value which might 
be foundo It is known that these registration cards have 
been handled by numerous individuals acting within the 
scope of their emplo;,'T!1ent at their respective hotel or 
motel,. ., 

2 
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NO 15'7-10673 

. For the inform.at ion of the Laboratory, the 
known handwriting of the individual using the name SCOTT 
N'ORD..-1\L appears on the top half of the registration slip 
from the Chalmette Hotel.and all writing on the bottom half 
and reverse side of this card was written by the night clerk 
at this hotel .. 
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, ·»ntllCTOR, FBI 
: ' UTffl t ft.I LAB) 

4/12/68 

<' 

SA~, )mlf OltLUifS. (181-l06f3) 

Re : scorT. NOBDAL ' (LOO KALI KE) -

· -... Tlut fellil':t'rtli;it~ms .&l"@ bein_,_ltld.tted under 
,$@pa.rate 'eo-ie.l': ' 

' . . 

' ' 

·-· _., .. · ' . . .-&,). ~OJ.J·Y. ~. AP\ilihtbrn Jllir.~ elated 3/24/68 for 
i.Jitdl;rtdual k'ttmtn. as lecn''I _Jff)RDAL ttl>r e:a,-leyment. . 

' . .,, 

1,&)-, One }li't~~-~-,.Wh.i.t$ pQ&r a.p_proxima te ly 2..J,.3. 4. ' 

·1tem ·1 w.u •btalm:ed frem the c:ourt of· Twe Sisters, 
· Ncnr · OrlaAftfi ,._· wh~N NOB-Jtllt worked u a w-.1 ter through 4/13/68 
u4 p-i$ed up his tinal pay cheek on 4/li/63. 

· tteu,n: ll'J:hnDer I was ehtained fr-.m the room he oecupied 
at 623 Ro;y;1tl a·t·;i' uti.1 .4/17/18, 

' . . 

. . . The Bureau is l"'@l\lS,S't,ed to examine both llpec;i.mens 
. .for latent :fin1•rpxintSJ an-d. te eendu.ct handwritin·g comparisons • 

. _ Ally ca-vici:e&(hl; •~•l.o"d ~alteuld be emntta:te'4 with the fin1er:print-s 
Ud hamolwt-t.tittl •:f J .. JU.KL . .IAY and. W4LTD TB.UY BD'E, 

.,mi tlltmNJ' .4118 874'6. 4,dv.ise tifsmplti:• fl.Ad JiGW Orle1u1it 0f 
· res1.tl t$.. .,, 

T-he ft•u,rt Of T• l:isttJFS have l!'Entuested t.ut ittam 
lr IN retu~ned to them wken e-omp,ariJl•• -e.»1plete • 

. u ., 
l 
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CAND1J£ll&HT IN(N 
City and State, _________________ _ 

8824 

Make of Car 

firm Nome ________ •--------------------

NOTICE TO GUESTS: We will not be responsible for loss of any Valuables. 

ROOM NO. RATE NO.INPARW CLERK ARRIVED DEPARTED ACCT. NO. 

/.7 (.J;;::? d✓.1- c;· ~3~Z-/ -? / q 
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11 '· i ' ;,j 
i I, 

!I 
' 

,., 

>.Ii·. 
111 

·. ti 
1•1, .,. 
! 

·1 
;1: 
I 1 ., <~ I, 
I 
I: 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. { 
I 

·I 

1 
. . . : . ,·.-·--·· ·-·~-- "~J 

CANDLELIGHT INN 
J J,~' I 

. ! r 
: / I I 

State S:::: //, Y, r:Jb6<.Y · 

Name z~~(h ;r~:5_,,,_:-'-:1-"--:CC-~--=--.j,L..C_A_R_o ___ N_~ __ 8_5_8_4 

Street ard No. :L 5d l}1 cY~ 

City v' .,,,--1/4-c/ State-_________ _ 

City and 

Make af Ca, ~=---1-~. ____ license No. ______ State ___ _ 

Firm Name __________________________ _ 

NOTICE TO GUESTS: We will · not be responsible for loss of any Valuables. 

. l ROOM NO. RATE NO. IN PARTY CLERK ARRIVED DEPARTED ACCT. NO. 
-·-. -···----·--·-1 -- ... ,..,., . /. O. 

//"'~ .. 2. / .. 

i 
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