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Impetus Lost
§ﬁ Manhunt

Dr. King, Clues Seem
" To Have Narrowed

By JAMES KILLPATRICK
Within minutes after Cr.
Martin Luther King Jr. was
gunned down, police hal

seemed — to solve a dozen
© crimes.
The attorney general of the

j b‘% United States came to Mem-
phis the next day and tal«eé,

about an imminent arrest.

But 10 days now have passed
and the glimpses through the
tight screen of security put up
by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation show that many

. of the clues may not be what
i they first appeared.

Dr. King’s body was still on

; the balcony of the Lorraine

Motel where a 30-caliber bullet

had slammed him backward at

"6:01 p-m. Thursday when re-

ports of the evidence began to
" pile up.

A white man had come down
the stairs from the rooming

house -at 4184-42214 South
Main, and had dropped a rifle,
a pair of binoculars, and a
small bag containing some
clething in a doorway. The
man climbed into a white 1566

Mustang parked on Main and
sped off nerth.

4 ; ., Folice had a good descrip-
E:

: tion of the man.
He was 30 to 32 years old, 5
feet 10 inches tall, weighing

b3t 185 pounds, with hair

vanaasy Geseribed as from

F f::' 3 sandy imd g comme-
L1
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i Naikosunl, white shirt apd
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{ 4) enclosures 10 —_ Bureau ‘

dated

, described as

L copies of additional FD- 3u2 reflecting info of positive nature.
Ma‘cer:.al concerning Home Serlv::,ce Laundry & Dry Cleaning.

Re: _JLRKIN T 4
Los Angeles file numbpr 441574
. BU_fije number 44 -38861

¢
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J*ilf'FD-és (Re:_;; z-e::) : . -
‘. | - /f | ‘ | . ,’
A 4 | ‘
' FBI
l” : . } . Date: 4/15/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

' AIRTEL ATIR MAIL - REGISTERED
Via (Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (4L4-38861)
37E0S ANGELES (44-1574)

SUBJEC'I/:.g I%ngw”

Re Los Angeles airtel dated 4/14/68 forwarding
FD-302s, ,

Enclosed for the Bureau are four (4) copies of
an additional FD-302 reflecting information of a positive
nature. The material concerning the Home Service Laundry

and Dry Cleaning previously furnished the Bureau on 4/12/68
for laboratory examination.

Jlo) v~ g
Rt 10y @860 8{’1162/_] Fep,
KEe/é.«:); D6 CY )

b s PG

ENoroson
5 - Bureau (Encls. 4) (RM) 12 APR 30 1968
\ 2 - Los Angeles

-

WBN/d1p vy
(5) OSuRe: 4 Tacy,
. -

” o

GSWAT & 1968

Approved; _ _ Sent : M Per
‘ Special Agent in Charge
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

P

PP PN -
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1 .
Date 4/12/68
Records of the Home Service Laundry and Dry
Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, were inspected in the
presence of LOUIS PUTERMAN. The following records were
located:
Ttem No. 1 Cleaning Invoice No. 7418, white copy,
dated March 11, 1968, customer E. GALT;
articles to be cleandd two pants, blue and
brown.
Item No. 2 Yellow copy of Cleaning Invoice No. 7418
: with same information as Item No. 1.
Item No. 3 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices Numbers
THLT, 7418, Th19.
Ttem No. 4 Cash register tape, dated March 14, 1968 -~
Thursday, in total amount of $83.20.
Item No. 5 University Notebook, with customers names.
Item No. 6 Laundry 1list, upper portion only, number 2646,
with the name, E. GALT.
Item No. 7 Cleaning Invoice No. 5949, white copy, dated
February 23, 1968, customer GALT; article
to be cleaned onepant. ‘
Item No. 8 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices numbers 1
59L8, 5949, 5950. | |
Item No. 9 Laundry 1ist, upper portion only, number 1939,
with the name, E, GALT, and mark GALT, ‘
Item No. 10 Laundry 1list number 2311, with the name GALT, |
and maxrk: GALT.
Item No. 11 Laundry 1ist number 2246, with the name E.
GALT
Item No. 12 Cleaning Invoice No. 5697, white copy, dated
January 23, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles
to be cleaned one sport coat, one slack.
Item No. 13 Cleaning Invoice number 8455, yellow copy,
dated February 8, 1968, customer GAULT; articles
to be cleaned one pair pants, two ties.
Item No. 14 Cleaning Invoice No. 5589, white copy, dated
January 16, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles
*to be cleaned one tie, one pair blue slacks.
On 4/12/68 ,. -Los Angeles, California g,y Los Angeles 44-1574
SAS FRANCIS G. KAHL and
by RICHARD H. ROSS /pjc Date dictated 4/12/68
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FRBl. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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LA 4h-1574

Item No. 15
Item No. 16
Item No. 17
Item No. 18

Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices 5588, 5589,
5590.

Laundry list number 2851, with the name
GAULT, and marks GALT

Laundry list number 3065, with Thermo Seal
sticker 02B-6 with the name E., GALT.

Textile Marking Machine Company., Thermo
Segl instruction book with warranty for
Thermo Seal Machine, Serial No. 31%5&,
dated March 21, 1960,

1
)
i
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 11'/12/68

Records of the Home Service Laundry and Dry
Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, were inspected in the
presence of LOUIS PUTERMAN. The following records were

located:
Item No. 1 Cleaning Invoice No. T418, white copy,

‘ dated March 11, 1968, customer E. GALT;
articles to be cleansd two pants, blue and
brown. -

Item No. 2 Yellow copy of Cleaning Invoice No. 7418
with same information as Item No. 1.

Item No. 3 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices Numbers
71T, 7418, Th19.

Item No. 4 Cash register tape, dated March 14, 1968 -
Thursday, in total amount of $83.26.

Item No. 5 ' University Notebook, with customers names.

Item No. 6 Laundry 1list, upper portion only, number 2646,
with the name, E. GALT.

Item No. 7 Cleaning Invoice No. 5949, white copy, dated
February 23, 1968, customer GALT; article
to be cleaned onepant.,

Item No. 8 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices numbers

5948, 5949, 5950. ’

Iten No. 9 Laundry list, upper portion only, number 1939,

: with the name, E. GALT, and mark GALT.

Item No. 10 Laundry 1list number 2311, with the name GAILT,
and mark: GALT,

Item No. 11 Laundry list number 2246, with the name E,
GALT

Item No. 12 Cleaning Invoice No. 5697, white copy, dated
January 23, 1968,  customer E. GALT; articles
to be cleaned one sport coat, one slack

Ttem No. 13 Cleaning Invoice number 8455, yellow copy,
dated February 8, 1968, customer GAULT; articles
to be cleaned one palr pants, two ties.

Item No. 14 Cleaning Invoice No. 5589, white copy, dated
January 16, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles
*to be cleaned one tie, one palr blue slacks.

On L/12/68 . Los Angeles, California pj s Los Angeles 4U-1574

SAS FRANCIS G. KAHL and

by RICHARD H. ROSS /pjc Date dictated 4/12/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not Lo be distributed outside your agency.
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Item No. 15
Item No. 16
Item No. 17

Item No, 18

Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices 5588, 5589,
5590.

Laundry list number 2851, with the name
GAULT, and mark: GALT

Laundry list number 3065, with Thermo Seal
sticker 02B-6 with the name E. GALT.

Textile Marking Machine Company, Thermo
Seal instructicon book with warranty for
Thermo Seal Machine, Serial No. 31450,

dated March 21, 1960.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date L/12/68

Records of the Home Service Laundry and Dry
Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, were inspected in the
presence of LOUILS PUTERMAN. The following records were

; located:
: Item No. 1 Cleaning Invoice No. 7418, white copy,
dated March 11, 1968, customer E. GALT;
articles to be cleangd two pants, blue and
brown.
Item No. 2 Yellow copy of Cleaning Invoice No. 7418
with same information as Item No. 1.
Z Item No. 3 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices Numbers
7417, 7H18, Th19. ,
Item No. 4 Cash register tape, dated March 14, 1968 -
Thursday, in total amount of $83.26.
Item No. 5 University Notebook, with customers names.
Item No. 6 Laundry 1list, upper portion only, number 2646,
! with the name, E. GALT. )
Item No. 7 Cleaning Invoice No. 5949, white copy, dated
February 23, 1968, customer GALT; article
to be cleaned onepant.
Item No. 8 Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices numbers
i 5948, 5949, 5950.
. Item No. 9 Laundry 1ist, upper portion only, number 1939,

with the name, E. GALT, and mark GALT.

JItem No. 10 Laundry 1ist number 2311, with the name GALT,
and mark: GALT,

Item No. 11 Laundry 1list number 2246, with the name E.
GALT

Item No. 12 Cleaning Invoice No. 5697, white copy, dated
January 23, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles
to be cleaned one sgport coat, one slack:

Item No. 13 Cleaning Invoice number 8455, yellow copy,
dated February 8, 1968, customer GAULT; articles
to be cleaned one pair pants, two ties.

Item No. 14  Cleaning Invoice No. 5589, white copy, dated
January 16, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles
*to be cleaned one tie, one pair blue slacks.

On L/12/68 ,, - Los Angeles, California pi.» Los Angeles 44-1574

SAS FRANCIS G. KAHL and

) by RICHARD H. ROSS /pjc Date dictated L/12/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 'BJ and is loancd to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Item No.
Item No.
Item No.

Item No.

15
16
17
18

L]

Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices 5588, 5589,
5590.

Laundry list number 2851, with the name
GAULT, and marks GALT

Laundry 1list number 3065, with Thermo Seal
sticker 02B-6 with the name E. GALT.

Textile Marking Machine Company, Thermo
Seal instruction book with warrant{ for
Thermo Seal Machine, Serial No. 31454,
dated March 21, 1960,

..E};..

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SRSV IR W NSNS -~ S SR

S

—Pile
C_L@g @z&@@ o Interviey

$ & De ©86. of enes

Fes i RES

b

© @ &tﬁ“&

g

-

Mo T oertonsi
g

JENERE e
It

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




-
Ik'

« ’ e . 3 4 - v @
R — & ¥ s p
.. FD-36.(Rev. 5-22-64) . .
” i /3 . «

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Date: 4/25/68 :
|
|
1
|
|
|

» FBI
Transmit the following in _
(Type in plaintext or code)
Via ___ AIRTEL

(Priority)

) vms) |

RenAtlanta‘teletype summary to Bureau, 4/24/68,

- Enclosed for Bureau are three copies of insert
reflecting interview with LEWIE RAYm@HD DOWDA,

. Qme cpy of above imsert being furnished to Miami
and Memphis. = for informatiom. Two copies of insert furnished
to St. Louis and San Diego, Six copies of imnsert furnished
to Kansas City. ‘

In addition to leads previously set out in retel,
the- foll@wing offices are requested to conduet the fallawing
investigation: - :

: - B (Enc,..3) |
/@- KZE,?:S cﬁ? Enc. 8).  REC 15

- St, Leuis (Enc, 2)

e LY. 39961 - 24:
g - San Diege (Erc, 2) .

]

«

-{vv

2 = Atlanta b 16 APR 29 1968
JTB:lee
7
s—
'c‘ ‘ bo : i
:75% ﬁ@§§¢”

Approved Sent - M  Per

iSpecial Agent in Charge
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AT 44-2386

: RAY tal keﬂ abeut,

‘while RAY in prison and attempt to develop information comceriing
"RAY'S outside source of income, as RAY may now attempt to

At Jeffepsen'ﬂityl,Miéseﬁri‘

1) ©  Will, at Missouri State Penitentiary, determime

fram medical records type rash JAMES EARL RAY had on side

of head and medication prescribed. for.  RAY.

2) ‘ Check correspondénce file to determine if RAY

has any approved cerrespondence which may identify girl friends
3) | Attempt to determine supplier of narcotics to RAY

contact thése persons.
4) | Ascertain present whereabouts. of inmate JERRY WEIQE,

5) Through sources at prison, evaluate information
furnished by DOWDA,

At:Kansas Citi, Missouri:

Attempt to 1ocate bar known as Gaslight, to determine
1! subjeet RAY is known there and attempt to determine identi ty
of girl. RAY met there,

At Columbia,: Mlssaur1°

Centact bams in vieinity of college and determine if
subaect RAY - knawa as well as attempt to learn identity of girl
RAY had net irn this area,

- At Lake Ozark, Missouri:

will, threugh.seurees, attempt to identify narcatics

”pushors”and thrbagh them determine if subject has ‘been in this

area,
SAN DEE@@
- At Pales Verdes, Caliiarniae‘

" Will lecate BOB GRAHAM and interview o mceraning
DOWBA's visit Thamksgiving 196? ; determine if DOWDA madé
any remarks concerning contact with RAY or anyone else

in Califermnia. - P

aﬁm
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AT 44-2386

- ST, LOUIS

St, Louis, Hisscuri.

Will attempt to locate bar known as Gaslight'
to determine if RAY is known at this bar and idemntity

- .of RAY's giil friend,

, R
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AT 44-2386
JTB:bjc
l .

On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK,
JOSEPH G, SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE
RAYMOND DOWDA, an 1inmate at the Cobb County Jall, Marietta,
Georgia. DOWDA advis ed he was formerly incarcerated at the
Missourl State Prison, Jefferson City, Mlssouri. He stated
whlle at the Missourl State Prison, he was acqualnted for
approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow
inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missouri
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was
8till incarcerated. He stated he had been the chief cook
at the Missourl State Prison and RAY worked as a bread
slicer,

DOWDA advised RAY was the type person the other
inmates did not "mess with." He described RAY as a "loner"
who usually initiated the conversation 1f he wanted to talk
to anyone., He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never
known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge,
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY had a fair
complexion, whlch was blotchy, having pimples around the
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the
right side of his head durling the entire time he had known
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash., He stated this rash
was very noticeable due to the ftype of haircut in the
Penltentliary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash,
He stated RAY's hair was lightly streaked with gray. He
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated
RAY had dingy teeth.

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about "running
around" in St. Louis, Missouri. He normally talked about
two girl friends;, one of these he had met at the Gaslight

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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AT 44-2386
JTB:bjc
2

(a bar) located in either St. Louis or Kansas City. DOWDA
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the
college at Columbia, Missouri, and it was his impression
this girl had worked in a tavern there.

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring
on his left hand which was made at the Penltentlary,
having been made from whlte metal wlth raised inltials.

He stated RAY never smiled, but when he smiled, it looked
like a smirk. He advised RAY was clean and not sloppy

in his dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and
consldered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic-
ipated in softball games as a pitcher and would watch all
of the baseball games at the Penitentiary, however, he

had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball.

DOWDA stated that some time in 1966, a group
of Black Muslims had petitioned for the right to have
their own religlous services, He stated the Muslims would
congregate in groups and that a subsequent search of the
Negro prisoners had uncovered a large cache of weapons.
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and
there was a rlot at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY -
had knifed these Negro prisoners, but did say that if RAY
had not knifed them, he delinitely knew who had killed then.

DOWDA stated RAY definpitely was a racist and
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and
firmly believed that all the Negro prisoners inside the
Penitentiary should be killed. He stated RAY had on
several occaslons made the statement that if the price were
right, he would kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indlcate
a "contract" was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not belleve RAY would have killed KING without beilng

pald for it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the Missouri State Prison by golng out of the prlilson behind
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt.
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentilary
prior to this. DOWDA advised he does not believe RAY returned
from maximum security confinement prior to DOWDA's release
from prison.

DOWDA stated whlle in prison, RAY was particularly
interested in Western music. He stated he does not recall
RAY ever mentioning anything about dancing. He stated that
during this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would
never miss these performances. He stated RAY often talked
about planning to go to the lLake of the Ozarks when he got
out of prison. DOWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY
would contact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated if he
were to look for RAY there, he would first find out who was
selling dope and through this person, locate RAY. He stated
RAY had talked about being on dope prior fto being in the
Missouri State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out-
silde source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's
dope habit was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared to be well fixed, never wanting for anything.

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for
personal convenilences., He stated RAY, while in prison,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AT 44-.2386
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main line." He
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no ldea of RAY's source
of income. DOWDA stated he is certaim RAY was not selllng
amphetamine to other prisoners, stating he has known RAY’
to give free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot.
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missourl
State Prison.

DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the
gate in the kitchen of the Missouri State Prison, was very
close to JAMES EARL RAY and 1t was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine., He stated
BENJAMIN O, GOODIN was a civilian in charge of the kitchen
and he 1s certain GOODIN was not connected in any way with
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands 1t was
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape in 1966,

DOWDA advised one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY's
closest friend in the Missourl State Prison and was respon- :
slble for bringing RAY into the kitchen. He stated ABBY :
at this time was chief cock at the prison. He belleves
ABBY was serving time for breaking into a drug store and
he does know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense. 1
He stated ABBY had a detainer on him as he was an escapee !
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY is presently in custody but does not belleve he 1is
presently in the Missourl State Prison.

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN
RIGGER. He stated RIGGER was from California and RIGGER's
wlfe was a psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospital, which

. ——
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is located north of San Francisco, California.

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida,
address, and would not know that he ls presently 1ln Marietta,
Georgia. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Florida, would be
sent to Deland, Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate BAY has
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentioned
anything which would indicate RAY was assoclated with any-
one in the Atlanta, Georgia, area. DOWDA stated the only
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia,
who was an inmate at the Misscouri State Prison was one
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgla. He advised WHITE had a
Federal detainer agailnst him and believes WHITE is still
incarcerated at the Missourl State Prison.

DOWDA advised he had made a trip to California in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent
Thanksgiving Day visiting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resides
at Palos Verdes, California. He stated GRAHAM is Regional
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife
had stopped at Jeflferscon City and while there, copntacted a
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr. "PETE" PETRIE. He stated
he had not made any inqulry concerning RAY and was not
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any
inquiry concerning inmates inasmuch as his wife did not know
he was a former inmate of the Missourl State Prison. He
stated he had stopped in the Kansas City, Missouri, area

"and attempted to locate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been

in thke Missouri State Prison as PAUL ALVIN CARTER., He
stated LAIL had been released appreximately a year before

"he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together
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after their release from prison. He stated LAIL worked in
the license shop at the Missourl State Prison and although
he was acquainted with RAY, he did not bellieve LAIL was a
particularly good friend of RAY. He stated after his return
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR,
He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbedos Drive, Palm’
Springs; West Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965~
4221, He stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a Job
and had come to Marietta, Georgila, looking for employment.
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgla, with his

wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for
approximately one and ene-half weeks, leaving approximately
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having
been arrested on March 4, 1968.

DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern-
ing RAY which might assist in his location, but in the
event he remembered anything additional, he would contact
the FBI,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AT 44-2386
JTB:bjc
1

Georgia’ "ii”)A advis ed he was formerly incarcera
"mﬁ‘%‘%“’ﬁri State Prison, Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated
while at the issouri State Prison, he was acquainted for
approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow
inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missourl
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was
8till 1lncarcerated. He stated he had been the chiefl cook
at the Missourl State Prison and RAY worked as a bread
slicer.

DOWDA advised RAY s the type person the other
inmates did not "mess with." He described RAY as a "loner"
who usually initiated the conversatlon if he wanted to talk
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never
known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge,
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY had a fair
complexion, which was blotchy, having pimples around the
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the Y
right side of his head during the entire time he had known N

RAY and RAY would scratch this rash. He stated this rash AR

was very noticeable due to the type of halrcut in the
Penltentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash.
He stated RAY's hair was lightly streaked with gray. He
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He
stated this scar was located near the wrilst. He stated
RAY had dingy teeth.

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about "running
around" in St. Louls, Missouri. He normally talked about
two glrl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight

; T N S ———
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(a bar) located in either St. Louls or Kansas City. DOWDA
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the
college at Columbia, Missouri, and it was his lmpression
this girl had worked in a tavern there,

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring
on his left hand which was made at the Penitentiary,
having been made from white metal with raised initials.
He stated RAY never smiled, but when he smiled, it looked
like a smirk. He advised RAY was clean and not sloppy
in his dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and
considered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic- -
ipated in softball games as a piltcher and would watch all
of the baseball games a% the Penitentiary, however, he
had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball.

DOWDA stated that some time in 1966, a group
of Black Muslims had petitioned for the right to have
thelr own religlous services. He stated the Muslims would
congregate in groups and that a subsequent search of the
Negro prlsoners had uncovered a large cache of weapons.
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and
there was a rioct at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY
had knifed these Negro prisoners, but did say that if RAY
had not knifed them, he definitely knew who had killed them.

DOWDA stated RAY definitely was a racist and
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and
firmly believed that all the Negro prisoners inside the
Penitentiary should be killed. He stated RAY had on
several occasions made the statement that 1f the price were
right, he would kili MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate
a "contract" was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

o~
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DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not believe RAY would have killed KING without being

paid for it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the Missouri State Prison by going out of the prison behind
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt.
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Peniftentlary
prior to this. DOWDA advised he does not believe RAY returned
from maximum security confinement prior to DOWDA's release
from prison.

DOWDA stated whlle in prison, RAY was particularly
interested in Western music. He stated he does not recall
RAY ever mentioning anything about dancing. . He stated that
during this period a npumber of orchestras from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would
never miss these performances. He stated RAY often talked
about planning to go to the lLake of the Ozarks when he got
out of prison. DOWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY
would contact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated if he
were to look for RAY there, he would first find out who was
selling dope and through this person, locate RAY. He stated
RAY had talked about being on dope prior to being in the
Missouri State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out-
side source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's
dope habit was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared to be well flxed, never wanting for anything.

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for
personal conveniences. He stated RAY, while in prison;

o
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main line." He
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no lidea of RAY's source
of income. DOWDA stated he 1s certain RAY was not selling
amphetamine to other prisoners, stating he has known RAY

to give free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot,
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missouri
State Prison. :

DOWDA stated that HAROLD» HAEFER, Guard on the
gate in the kitchen of the MISSouri Stae Prigdu;~was very
close to JAMES EARL RAY and it was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine. He stated
BENJAMIN O, GOODIN was a civillian in charge of the kitchen
and he is certain GOODIN was nct connected in any way with
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands it was

GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape in 1966,

DOWDA advised one NEILAA (phonetic) was RAY's
closest friend in the Missouri e~Prison and was respon-
sible for bringing RAY™TRto the kitcheh. He stated ABBY
at this time was chief cook at the prison. He believes
ABBY was serving time for breaking into a drug store and
he does know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense.

He stated ABBY had a detalner on him as he was an escapee
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY is presentIy in custody but does not belleve he 1s
presently in the Missouri State Prison.

n He stated, RAY had another friend, ONALD..DEAN
SN\RICCGER. He stated RIGGER was fron fornia and RIGGER'S
“Wife was a psychiatrist at the Napa [88pital, which
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is located north of San Francisco, California.

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florlds,
address, and would not know that he is presently in Marietta,
Georgia. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Florida, would be
sent to Deland, Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about
traveling over all the United States, but had never _mentioned
anything which would indicate RAY was associlated with any-
one in the Atlanta, Georgia, areca., DOWDA stated the only
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgila,
who was an inmate at the Missourl State Prison was one
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgia. He advised WHITE had a
Federal detainer against him and believes WHITE is still
incarcerated at the Missouri State Prison.

DOWDA advised he had made a trip to California in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent
Thanksgiving Day visiting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resides
at Palos Verdes, California. He stated GRAHAM is Regional
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife
had stopped at Jefferscon City and while there, contacted a
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr. "PETE" PETRIE. He stated
he had not made any lnqulry concerning RAY and was not
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any
inquiry concerning inmates inasmuch as his wife did not know
he was a former inmate of the Missourl State Prison. He
stated he had stopped in the Kansas City, Missourl, area
and attempted to locate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been
in the Missouri State Prison as PAUI, ALVIN CARTER. He
stated LAIL had been released appreximately a year before
he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together

o

e

L
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after their release from prison. He stated LAIL worked in
the license shop at the Missouri State Prison and although
he was acquainted with RAY, he dld not believe LAIL was a
particularly good frliend of RAY., He stated after his return
from California, he was contacted by RAUL.AL .;iﬂ.ﬁgmwﬂe

He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos Di 1y ﬂfﬁ
Springs, West.Palm., ;gg%h@glariﬁa,'Telephone Number 965- ﬁwﬂﬁw
o=~z stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a job
and had come to Marietta, Georgla, looking for employment.

He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgia, with his

wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for
approximately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having
been arrested on March 4, 1968. Pﬂulm ALW .

DOWDA advised he coul® Fecall NOCALNE else”’@-cern-
ing RAY which might assist in his location, but in the
event he remembered anything additional, he would contact
the FBI. ‘
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- Memorandum

y

TO\ :DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 4/29/68 77,

ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY (D-560301 JK) ¥

FROMAEAC, COLUMBIA (44-299)

yS}I‘.TBJE QMURKIN . w2015 |

00: MEMPHIS

Re Bureau teletype to All Offices, 4/9/68, Albany
teletype to Columbia, 4/9/68, Tampa teletype to Columbia,
4/10/68, and Albany airtel to Director, 4/10/68.

A survey of alllaundries in the State of South
Carolina digclosed that 12 thermo seal marking machines are
located in this State.

Enclosed are samples from these machipes as
indicated:

OWNER SERIAL NUMBER

1. Post Laundry 33487
Marine Corps Recruit Depot
Parris Island, 8. C.

2. Post Laundry 33486
Marine Corps Reauit Depot
Parris Island, S. C.

3. Deluxe Cleanpers and 32571
Laundry
310 State Street
West Columbia, S. C,

4, Navy Exchange Laundry 34424 Eﬁ@l%ﬁ &Eg
U. S. N 1 Stati ' ;;2
Charieston, S. C. REC® ./ Y- jffwéw )

-
5. Navy Exchange Laundry 34422 1068 \
U. S. Naval Station 2 #PR-80 .
Charleston, S. C. o s S

{2 Bureau (BM) (Enc. 12)

2-Memphis (44-1987) (RM) '

1-Columbia F N
v, / e Sttscep

MBM:pel NS ' -

(5) '}7 TERQLOS " ‘ .

%t L ? 9 MAY %ﬁy 3@5’8 Jvings Bandsv,‘ w%”lﬂﬂy on the Payroll Savings Plan %ﬂ

ESaN

N

= E L — -
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10.

11.

12.

44-299

Doughty Dry-Cleaners, Inc.
1410 Taylor Street
Columbia, S. C.

Lane's Dry-Cleaners and
Laundry

359 Meeting Street
Charleston, S. C.

Georgetown Laundry
Georgetown, S. C.

Port City Laundry and
Cleaners

Palmetto Shopping Center
Charleston, S. C.

Newberry Steam Laundry
Newberry, S. C.

White's Cleaners .
Shaw AFB, S. C.

Summerville White Swan
Laundry
Summerville, S. C.

These enclosures are being sent to the Bureau fog#
comparison with known specimens obtained in this case.
Bureau may retain these samples for future use.

Regarding Albany airtel to the Bureau, 4/10/48,
the following information is being furnished for the Memphis

Office;

Inquiry at Robinson Laundry and Cleaners, 2547
Forest Drive, Columbia, S. C., disclosed that they sold their
thermo seal marking machine to the Newberry Laundry mentioned
above and that Robinson had never used markings such as located

in instant case.

31837

31962

32363

32658

33643
32436

34096
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On 4/15/68 Miss NELL TAYLOR, Center Supply Company,

915 Lady Street, Columbia, S. C., advised that this concern
has not sold thermo seal marking machines for about three years.
He said that this type machine with serial number 32571 was sold

to Deluxe

years ago.

32568 she
destroyed
use. She
delivered
delivered

Cleaners and Laundry, West Columbia, S. C., new, several
Regarding thermo seal machine with serial number

said that this machine was burned and completely

in their warehouse on 3/7/63 and liis no longer in

said these are the only two termo seal machines ever

to this company as the others sold by them were

directly to the purchaser.

For information of Memphis Office, an insert will

be submitted concerning these machines, none of which appear
to be pertinent to this 1nvest1gat10n.
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e d 1- Mr. \&Gowan, 2112 ,
e . ' "1~ Mr. ®¥onrad '
‘ 1 - Mr. Griffith
1 - Mr. Devine

4/25/68

BER SIX EIGHT THREE FOUR FOR SEDTT NORDAL
5 AND NOLET APRIL

;?: ¥}
NT APPLICATION NOT
R Y’ :

DN
INTING OF RAY AVAILABLE

Y-S Y3

TR

... CARDS NOT
DeLoach

Mohr .

Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt .

" Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room

Holmes
Gandy —_
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FURNISHED SE PARATELY

NOTE FOR MEMPHIS No Laboratory report will be submitted regarding
the results of the examination set out above.
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" SPECIMENS DETACHED IN LFPS

g

of Tee Bisters Restawvant,
. other daten.

«a .9

4/22/88

. ATRYEL | ANBNA BL
YROW: AHS {Iﬂwms} 4

Enclosed b.m&:kn for the mtm :
m&stmtm sards feor tka miuiigkt Inm, mx &ir!.

5& gﬂgqg, m. ilm G;ﬁlm:%

faor m h&m is & regigiration &m 6834,

from the mmz% Hotel, BOB Carondelst reat.

R mtm war developed
ieokalike follewing publication

JAMXE,; SCOYT NORDAL, white mmle,

? 1 Stmt Heow mm,, ‘ba,, from

m threugh T/88, but unid states he was sbgent

from m m nest of m time,

ms.mmx%gmaasmn thsw

until 4/13/68, w&% sheenoes on ifsi mﬂ miﬁir on

to the w xmﬁm Restaurant
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NO 15710673

NORDAL placed a second lock on his room and
permitted no me access to this room while he was absent,
HORDAL bad a large guantity of clothing and luggage and
on one occasion the maid saw a large quantity of currency
in a2 pack in the ped that contained & $100 bill on the
top. :

During a search of NORDAL's room a key to the
Candlelight Inn, 4801 Airline Highway, Metairie, la.,
was found, This key was for Room 219, A map was also
found in this room that bore several cryptic notations,

" The Los Angeles Division has advised the Hew
Orieans Division telephonically that all background infore
mation furnshed by NORDAL at the Court of Two Sisters
has been checked and has proved to be false, The records
of the Candlelight Inn Motel were checked and rsgistration
cards for Roowm 219 were obitained for all individuals not
known to be regular customrs at this motel, Further
investigation in New QOrleans disclosed that SCOTT NORADAL
stayed at the Chalmette Hotel, 808 Carondelet Street, New
Orleans, La., from 3/22 - 3/23/68,

The Laboratory is reduested to compare the
handweriting on all of the enclosed registration cards with

the known handwriting of JAMES EARL RAY, and WALTER TERRY RIFE,

FBI #455-876~6,

The laborateory is also requested to attempt ito
deternine through handwriting 2nalysis if the dindividual
registering as SCOTT NORDAL at the Chalinmetie Hotel signed

any of the enclosed regisiration cards from the Candlelight

Inn Motel,

A1l enclosed registration cards are also to be
checked for any latent fingerprinte of value which might
be found., It is known that these registration cards have
been handled by numerous individuals acting within the
scope of their employment at theilr respective hotel or

mnotel, . » o
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NO 157-10873

: For the information of the Iabovatory, the
known handwriting of the dndividuzl using the name SCOTT
NORDAL zppears on the top half of the registration slip
from the Chalnmette Hotel and all writing on the bottom half
and reverse side of this card was written by the night clerk
at this hotel,

- 3% -

T
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. PIRECTOR, FBI B ; SN . 4/22/68
re {Mms FBI LAB) ' '

o BAC, m nnmms (157.14:33?3)

S o Re: SCOTT NORDAL . (LOOKALIKE) .

o ';i‘hé f@u&@‘ing? items are beimgmmwed under
’ ,Separate &ﬂver'

o ;u,) efgpy of apglimtmn blank dated 3/24/68 for
. _ﬁmﬂiwadual ‘kKnown as 8@@@% H@RBAL for amylmyment

2): One pie@@,Whita paper appr@ximately 2. by 4."

‘Item 1 w&s wbtaimsd from the Court of Twe Sisters,
© New' @@lsans, where NORPAL worked as a waiter through 4/13/68
and picked up his final pay cheek on 4/15/68.

Item number 2 was ahtained fr@m the room he occupied
at 623 Ebyal 8ty until 4/17/68

) "~ The Bureau is reﬂueg%ad_ﬁ@ examlne both specimens
for latént finggrgrints and te cenduct handwriting comparisons.
. Amy evidence develeped ‘Sheuld be compared with the fingerprints
and handwrifing of JAMES EARL RAY and WALTER TERRY RIFE, :
. ¥BI number 455 8766, Advise Memphis ;mé New Orleans of
‘ r@sulﬁs. , -

- The Geurt ef Twa §isters have requested that item J
1 be returned t@ them when cemparisam egmplete.

‘E’ Bureau
{1 - Piekage) (RM) (AMSD)
1 « Memphis (Info)
2 -~ New Orleans ' _ ,
E&H/jmﬁ o Co i o

e e [ < iF. s L
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NOTICE TO GUESTS: We will not be responsible for loss of any Valuables,
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